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milliQn;.l(justhalf the:~tial.alllOU11tWt1re 
actually rais~\l'. ~Williq.n.IsJba.1.a~i~nifi
cant sum in tha war lll/ai!'S\ bunger? The 
b1td&"t <lfOxllim ~tica;Q11~9fthf.lllQSI 
effe,ctive ag~nci~sin th~ worl<lwljl,; batlle· to 
~efe_at_Auu~~f.Js ~t~;een,$5_a.-,f~ ~illiq~ 

Jf tlldast that is ~uired of.!'S• the fast 
il\ilt J~/-~ -~i~ ~as -~qt-i~;---1 'fa"'.c,rabt~:"'._--in
!he. sight~f<l® is, '.'tos1!3re your)lreaa.wi!h 

. the !Jung!)' and.to take. the wrotche!I poor into 
~~rhorne,'' al ad,¢ kamaln'kamali -
h\iw much more S" stiH - must. that he s.o 
of the feasts we observe." 

REPRESENFATION 
~· lite newly . elected • officials of. tiie 

vatio\ls stu~nt COWldls l>\,gin to•plan f(!r 
!!~ty~, \l(e •sl< lh.<111 to re.lhi/lk the~":
-~~"· Qf.s~ lc;iderahip, Coo(dioating 
~~~is ~llllifily.~.im!"'rll.UJt·ll.tnctjs1nof 
t\iel1<lUJl.iills; b11'c re,,rese~tatw11 must be iht; 
basis. founy.~siudent !!OY<;=•t, 

Y(Sc,; l\as.!lone !"llCh lo improve the 
qualiiy.of ;:;tlllP!\S,life qver th, past.two 
years; t>,ut d<;?.t\!'<!enls inO~~. ""'?ins!!'!· 
tipn !l'llil'Y° moretban betore?~Y ~an ex,-

lnyl)iji~ue,.LanyJu\!elso'.1.arguedfrom 
• 1?9ssuliinfeliil/im that 1h~ h,il!lical ch!'l'te(S 
ooc;eation ca~be.;ead alleg<>riea!ly .. ·Wh))e 
l\!o.fl'!I deny thepossibi)itYof Mr.Y":delson 

· being correct, I think .it. ~tlllnt t<l point 
out !ht; difficulties w/fil hjs s~~1dn pa,t' 
ticular . and no)l-literal interpretation in 
gOl)efll!. 

Tl)!,Machif .pr<>ble!'l with. an aUegorical 
~tion is of C011rse Sha!>bat, We keep tfie 
~venth day each week ,.. .the ~bath 
~se "during .the six w,;el<<lays God tn'l<le 
heav~n and .earth, but on ,i,,, seventh, He 
ceaS!'(l working anc. wltbdr~.. fQ the 
s,pjritu.al.'' Whlle!h~ is by no means a.com
!ll'lling.ol>jectiim, •s.theal~y highly sym
bolic Shabl;>;tt i:an no doubt be exten<lcil one 
more TJ/(ltaphqrical revel,lpersonally fin\! it 
difficult to bel~e that Jews must stop work
ing at a• gpeci(ic tnOTl/'lnt Friday night 
beca~se-. -~-:~, bec~u~_:: wnat,?,- _If,-- -we-: -~re: 
reine!llbering an "!'tuaJ.six-iJ.ay creali<>n, I 
ul!.(li,~ tba.t we cease laboring bee.au~ 
God at .so.ine 1.il\10 h,alted dy?"tnic creation, 
stopPed fonverti<lg~i~t9.yesharu/ clods 
.,>harlh int<1 "18!1· l!ut ,volulion is a never, 
,;nding,con!inuous~; !hare is no neat 
qi~ be~ tha.~1/!}IH>f apes ,.;th 
fi!rtotl)e~\Vithoutli!a!Sll~-u~ 
111iUlot!s of years li8os and that~ penic1llin· · 
su~l!le bacte.ria i~to periicilliNesistant 
~fflS~ ~rse,,en today! "'!id \l<>w.00<'S 
AJ'.l~fl __ spu1-ev_(1-lve?-

treri\ety su;:cesstul ,;ales ·~d cnagigol this 
~ear~but lll!v.,.k.;y MYP .issues,lleea j>roperly 
addrc,sse4,)BCSC: 1111d •• .JSS$(}lave .. begun 

•Qrg1111!zi111,;,activjtes;•but do·th¢y tt\lly rep'"',' 

must ·. act·.· with 
ad.V'!Ji~ tlie co~

®~.of.t!,e.s~udents that .elected tha!'1· f.• 
(i~i-~o~~,~l)out_-ptiori~C$,afemade,-_Wehope, 
repr,,sent.ation will be grat)ted its prow 
unp<lrtan~. 

do h; is explain evolutmn simply to peo, 
plttWh_o\]!S;V~,J~vt,r--seen:a -$Ca- moJ;1Ster? 

~T'Qel! 
After all, ~fll'$,t:~l,j iI!Cb.utnllsh eqlJlltes 
the historicity. ofQ~tion .. witli .. that of 
Avl)lham) .war ag~inst. !he Jive kings .. 
Pe~JlS .. we s~ould even · j"in modern 
h~toriaJis and P<;?Sthu~ly kill off Moshe 
J{abbejnu a/av HaShalom? 

Still, we must deal with Mr. Yude)son 's 
possukfrom tehillim. ''The heavens declare 
tbe .. jll.ory of.God; and !he firmament Pl'Q' 
flaims. ~is ha.n<liwork." H<>w, · lie asks,, can 
theyd9 so.if.they lie t<> us and support.fill~ 
sci~nlific __ t_h~o_ries'.] 

\Jpon re!lec!i?n, it becom~s clfat tnat the 
l)eave~s· declaration d~s not depeml on !heir 
9fferini: tot.any reJiabte S<:ientific daui: after 
all; ~nyone ca~ see, a.nd,unfil a few ~ndf<'.d 
y~rs ago.di<!. 8";: that the ~bis Hat. Their 
present ~tabiliiy and regularliy •. though, tlo 
proclaim his tuindiwork .. Eve11 lllOte basically 
weinust re.IJll;n\bertbat thepo,,suk docs not 
say .lb?t thebehavtor of the heavens /loes 
anythin!F .it says.merely that the .heavens 
toomselv~s l!o, Sc~ntistscanposrulate.~hig 
l!ang t9 "xplainho,v \he present ordef<lfthe 
univel'SIO came ab011t; lh<;Y will never be able 
to. tel.I H• wt,er,, the ingnedi~nts for that. e~
plos~ came from. The .. ve,:y e.xJste.l)\:CJ>f 
11¢1!vens andfirmame~ris the greates1 possi· 
bit! dei;l;iration. of God ·.s glory. 

.Robert Klal,IPff 

5(!(!.W«ot.ll!ll$1r11!'1 
Ne))' Vo.rk, Nif, 1.00U 

(ll2)?~4873 

~~boo:mogt_hlf d~J?1& th~_Ji.-.dcmtcyet\r_b) ,th~-StOO~t f.)rgJni1~-tion:orYaibiVa~_JJ\;l\eS $ui$( __ ~()dl 
S1udi!ntC<>urn;n, •n.d !;aac Bre.11\11'. Coll;g,,&•4••.• C:9uncil, lllovk>w•.1'1~8'1id . ..,,... ~.oftbo 
~lvi<lil!lj ... di.ors and do oot ..,.....rQy "'~I tho oi>Wpu. o! 111Ml>VAMII or y..i,1.,. 
Univ.rolly; f,!itorii>I P9!icy.is dettnnined b~ • n,•iority vple ufllw m•mbers o/in,e \lovtrnlrtg llow. 
A~~cttis~,ra_t~- are _availabl~ Ul)(_)n re:q_uQt,$~bscription_-ratC! $1.-!i0Jier 'Ye£'l'., 

~nlel Lehr,iaitn 
Editor •in.Chief 

Larry Yuclel"°n 
Senior El!itpr 
YC1$sl Pt,iger 
Featµre Editor 

J~yl.lpner 
Fea,1urte El!itor 
JOtlathl!n Feklman 
Qiordinating Editor 
AviY!I Ganchro~ 
Ointnl!utlng. Edi.tor. 

Nl!ll Helfgot 
~anaging•EQit.:ir 

GidOtl Rollisil;Jn 

Mal!i!gil!ll Edit,1r 
YO$i;!ph Shnlii1A1an 

Coordinating IWtor 

Isaac D, Corr~ 
Editor Emeri\o,; 

New Board Chosen 
lly~Feit 

.Wilh th~ $l'l!~µ.ation of the senio.r IIlelllbers senior, majors in.philosilfhY. 
ofjts1984-85Goyi,nung Boafd,H,w~,,.. . H~vase'r's new Fe11tune Editors are 
~•.• heeji restaffed whh a large and ex~iting Yebuda Susman, ajuni~t ltlajoring in col)l· 
grOUJ>, .Yo~si ·. Prager, l'ea~te .· E(litor in puter ·scie.nce and philosoi,~y; as well as a.n 
1984-85, '"!IS.selected as.the19.8?,8~•F.dit.or- I ID.l' veteran, and Bilrry H~n:og, •a junior lrta· 
in.Chief, teplac;i'!g r>~nietp,bmann, ,,- pro· ioring i~ .Epglish. 
lift~ writer and aY.,P .stud¢nt, Yossi devotes I Joaj, Kasz.9vitz, a pre-f:l)gineering major, 
his sp;1neti111e IO his biology major, • A!lam • l'erziger, ~. Polili~al . S~ience .and 

J?a~t~J .. ~eit .- ~iU. ~~ --lfm,i_eyas.er's _··new Jewish _Hist~fY-;maj~r ,-a?~- D.tJ1t1Y ~ann_. a 
Seni!)!' Editor; assuminglh<;position held this philosophy, mi!for, 1,Vill s.erve .Hamev<1$er as 
past year by l,aeyYu<lelsoncDaniel, a ye Coprditiating. Edit!>rs. 
sellior, m;,jors in English and Pol.iii.cal Chos~n as llamevaser's l)ew Col\ttibuting 
Science. El!itors are Yossi Hu.tier, a pre·111ed and 

Aviva GaiJchrnw. has been named History ·major, Shoshana Jedwab, an SCW 
A~~ocJate_\Editor.: ·she_ is a_ seni°-r ,_·majoring .senior maJo.~ing in_ J~wish _tlistory, .and ll<1-r1 
in. PsychQlogy,Aviva.setvedon the 1984-8, . Ziegler, presentJyEditor4tt-Cbiefof MT,\'s 
Govef!ting lloard as Contriputing Editor. Academy . flews . . Yo%~) served on 

. Clersholl K.iplan . has been appcinted Hamevaser 's Techni.cal .l'i<,aro in I 984-85 
Hamevaser 's new fa<,<;utive •Editor ..•. Ger- and. v,ill thu.s provide valv~ble experience. 
~hon, a p~e-med. major, is presently enroll, Sho.shana's selection mattts the .first time 
ed .in. a 1,9mbjl)ed p(Ogram with BRG~ and Hamevaser 's Clove ming 4(Nlrd will.contain 
anticipates receiving a Masters degree in !'WQSCW.s!Udents. llisantfoiparidthattbese 
Bible. a<)<Ji\ions wiU spark increu1edp'1f\icipa1ion 

Elihu Siegl)lan Wilt b~. lf.amevaser's from Stern. 
Lite)11!Y Edi\'1''. a new position onth, Gover- Many different viewpoi~ls are represented 
ning iloa(d. Ase~i~r, Eli J11ajors 111 English. · .on the Board and !1'is ?ivel,itY sho,lld enable 

Tb~ _ne\V .. ~ana.ging_ Edjtor:of.Jt~eva_ser llamevaser. tQ continu~ .. pf'es'entil'Jg.-is_si.,es in will beMordechaLCohen. Mordechai, a YC an open and. jntellectuall> .honest fashion. 

LarryYµdelson reSJ)Onds; 
llQl~ the standJ)Oint. ofhalacha, we stop 

v,orking Friday night beca~se JJod com· 
mandedso. Knowledge of taamei hamitzvol 
~ •. be enlightening and perhapg e.ven c[)lcial 
10 IOtal fulfuUme11t ofthe mitzva,; tl!ey do not 
a.ffect the din, lsJhe fact .that (laj spent one 
hundred and .fortY four-hours creating the 
world·re~tJ.,to·kill a Jew who writes·.two 
letters Friday ~ight? 
1 thin~ Mr. Klapper misunderstood my 

proposal; .It was not that. Beresh.it he vie.wed 
as "l'hysicsfor Prophets,·' an alegorical a!' 
tempt. to .explain. evolutio.n .. · It is ·not .nieant 
IQ teach ,wie'l)ce at aU, I!• purpo': ls purely 
religious, a polemic against the r,esul/s of 
man:~e !he<>ries (be lhey by Enuma l!.l~h 
Of PY D~rwin). Ris the ba~is fora.proper 
understarii!ing of.t~e nature of the "."od(!. not 
to understand the world of na!Ure, The 
details •.. which are not .sufficient forhisior:ical 
Of 1K:ientific cqn\plet~ness. tiave a,pr<;>Jl3g,il\· 
da Pll.ll'Ose,Why Sl\11• that God created~· 
monst<:rs {"l!>ich wehav~ never seen eithertl 
rathe,r titan butter!li~s . or .n~cleic acids1 
Cassutto-su~ests the pul'p<)~ is to r,,l\uttbe 
Canaanite .theories of creation, in wh.jch•the 

taninim plated a pro.mint~! fule. 
Most. Jewish philosoplters (Maimonides, 

the .Ramban, th.e Kabbalists) <lid. not feel 
.bound to understand cnea\Joni11.accQrdance 
with the literal meaning pt ReresMt. This did 
not. lead them to discanl Avraham. Addi.· 
tionally, the ove.,,.h.elminit i,hysical evidence 
for the age of the.universe iS ofafar different 
o.roer than the fragmentilr:Y remaius of an· 
cient Near-.East cultur,,s. 

l used the possuk from 1'(hilli1>1 to estal>lisb 
Qte va/idity of the scientific endeavor as a 
llle3ll~ ofunderstanding Qod 's creation, and 
bell<'e ~u~/e sc.ientific kl\Awledge ~· being 
a divinely-~riginated •.ta!tl)len1. J'his is .th• 
p(?Si!ionofthe r-.iaharal. ~ng 1118DY others .. 
(See tbe Torah.U l'h<I• ~r), 

Intha~rid. !he~hoice islletwu~ IWo.con· 
ceptions qfGod,. one po*IIJlates • God· ttav
ini writ.ten the accoun.t o,t creatio~ .to .lell~h 
bistory. and creating.false V)lave~• to deceive 
1.1s: the other ~s the bislcry of creation as 
beingb4rely.dealfwith l!y il,e Torah. li!!d the 
heavens as tbe creatiops 11fand tht p~th of 
the G<ld. of t~(li. It is. the t~ner which ~ms 
to me. 111051 in consonan~e witb ttaditipiial 
Jewish tb<lugbt. 

1 
I 



Bevel· Offerings 
By~·---

. ~ Ujll10Dli~g Y~f at !3entard·. Revel 
G!lldll!lte aii~ll\J!)kS. to be Jill excili111 
~. 'IJ!i$ s~~~r :.fo\!rstlinulating courses 
~beill8off'md. ·~e~\, ''~i!!lical Storil>s 
as~fli\Cte4 inlhtJ\ffl(lic,Mi~im/~ 
i,yj)!;be givenJn If!!, m<im.ing.by. Pr-A~igd!lr 
Slliil!l'!1 a pi'ofeSSl!r of ~igl®s Studi<>s at 
·~·llt1iV1>rsity.'™:CQll~wiUe"'1!i'!ine 
.sto~es~~tfttoshe~l>!Jeinl! •nd llie Avot 
ii) T1111~c ~nd A.morale lite111111re, and con
tra.'!' th~m to simil'!".. stofi.~ in. \contem' 
Pl>"ne!'US texts s11Ch ~ i!le~ Sl>it !'l'r<ills 
and lh.e work$.of Josephus: Dr .. ShJnan, 11 
visting p~fessor a.t Yale !Jnjvenity this ~I 
y~r,; is consi4ete4 •n ~J:i .cin tt,is topic 
and<11n ex~1lerit in•tl'l!l'IOT;~i~: 

~ei:s own Prof~or ~~i!l ll~r!Crwi!I 
be te•ching : 'J:ronf Jl,¢storaJi!lA l!l 
Jwu-icisll!:.Jewi,~:Cl\~~~1elatio11s ln 

• '.the Modern W?rl~.··Tbis~,w, alsobe· 
i~Ui~~n Jn lhe.1JWrnii,g, Y.:111 !'fl•l~e I~ 
i!lle~IQll~~s.andetlristiansfrom 

-

1;1ie ~e of expulsions U11til the present. 
Two COIi~ :concerning Torah She 'b 'al 

Pf/I · are . beinJl offered in. the . evelling, 
"Develol!Oll>lliof Torah Lel!rning i11 Spain 
in the Jileventh Cent11ry" cleitls wjl tt,e 
scholars of .meclieval ~in. ij,e ins~tor, 
Shrap,\b1'8Q18Qn ft"om Hebiew Universil)t, 
has been dl>Jcribed as a ''.pro(essor's pro-

. fessor,'' having t;iught many of ti!¢ current 
prof~Q~ ln J!ieve!:, •· ·~a]acha in Conflicl 
and Compro111ise" examilll>S Ille interrela: 
tionship i!f H~cha with og8!11fa11;·n,i/lhag, 
all!I Kabba/ah: Prof: Oanlel Sperber, a 
Talmid ChticQm an!lveg~l!D . .Wi\11 ailesree 
in Classics frp111 e~t'Qi:d, will teach this 
course; he i$ a prolilfo. autt,or with seven 

.books and close to twq hundte\i articles to 
his credit.· .. · 

Next year's .$1:hedule also provides some 
new faces, as .,.;ell as a filscinating new 
cpurse. four Jewish 'History professors -
Drs. LJy(J!I Gardner.'Lucjab Do\)roszicki, 
and Beitjamin Gall!pel wJU CIICI!. «:••h . a 
course, Clll)h inhls ~ofspecialiiation. Dr, 
K~ bas s.aid that he parlicu.larly enjoys 
t~liching et Y. U. because the solid 
h/lck11round of lhe student• J)ll)Yides a strong 

· fou'11fa!ion upon whjch to buil,j. 
A new and .unusu!!) cou....,, "Studying 

What is writt1>n in the 
Torab? •.. 'Re.member the 
S.abbatli· day, to k!'C'P it )loly;' ~o 
you perf!>rm. work, that y9u need 
to r1>Jt? . . . 'Thou ~It not take 
the name of. . . . Ciod in yain [by 
swearing falsely];' are th1>re anY 
husi~~ . cleitlings amoJ18 you [that 

NEWS FLASH 
Rabbi Michaelltosel)Zweig has been ap

pointed to .llie lltculty of the Mazer Y1>Jhiva 
Program of RIETS beginning the fall term 
of 19.85 • 

Also starting this fall will be lhe contem• 
poraiy Halacba and H.alacha L 'Mtwseh <OIi!" 
P1>nents · of the new · four year Smicha 
Progtj,m. 

This y1>11r's Hamc;vas¢r .made possible l!y 
Jrants from the $tudent0rganization of 
Yl>Jhl,va and the Rabbinic Alumni of RIBfS, 

Religious And-Zionism" wlll be given in the 
spri~g by Dr. Menachem Friedman'. Pro
fessor of Sociolgy 11nd JfistorY. •t llar-Jlan 
t.Jni:versity. Jfedid a swdy Jjascd on a.col· 
lecticm of well over IQ,000 wall PO!l~rs 
gleaned from the w~lls µf Me'al! Sbau:im and 
intew~wed the authors, sympathizers and 
opponents of.th<> postel'!(. The public~tion 1>f 
his boo!< on tlleS!'bjc,ct, Cherm. v,'H<1 'dot, 
led io an u~precil!e111ed 2-day cooferellCC. 
devoted e~clusiveJy to his .. work: 

Grand Opening of 

THE CONTINENTAL 

Glatt Kosh11r Dell & Restaurant 
73~ .W. 181 SI. 
New. YQrl! Clty 

c212> 92S-9661112ni s1.s-os11 
Dally Hours: 10:30 am - $:00 pm 

Fr1:1:0() am - 3:00 pm 
Under strict supervision of the 
Rabbinate Q/ K'hal Adas 
Jeshurun Qf Washlngto17 
Heights. 

-



T<ir!JII id,fada js aihnlihlde l('JWmiHfe~oo 
th!,; ~xpr¢sSes itsel( a~ ~ expll'SS itself !:e trct~R~js and. professi('lnals that 

•• This app~ aJsoalfects our t*ception 
of what Wed() d;iy to d;iy, f<lr too llJl\llY 9f 
us scbizopli~ia ls the ...,,~led norm .. We 
learn in th<: moming, take cour~ in the 
~m.oon'atld_that is it. We nev.er seem to 
see any oven<ll Ullify'ing purpose in' our stay 
~· \V CltlllS! Ile wary of this j>henomenon 
··!U!!l••-fight. a~st it.. With911t blurring .the 
~\>ns belween fwde#, and d/f,/we @I 
hl!ve .an OJ>P9rtu11ity to <i,,velopa unifi\ld pe,... 
!JIJl!aluy. and world view. The primary pur, 
~9f our stay at Y<Wiiva is. to .aevel1>p as 

• ~tted and si!ICOre A"!l<!i .Hashem,w, 
~task .911,selv~· if in Jhat context \lo we 

Bylt!el .. ~ 
iiia$liialstateJ\le1it.,f,v!Jal ID!IY b<, con, 
~ a rela~.vely short career at):'t,$hlva, 
twolm{lOrt;intiopJcs ~ ~ milld. T~ 
.lV/<l ~ lite Kll{lJf. !U!!l. th;, .>-rneriCM 
Jew,:.F.<>l'!IJOSC w~anrp')l'Ware,KIRUVis 
a {liidy new organiiation. sp0ns0rett by t~ 
lbibbini<lal ~! of ~and th<: Divis 
sjorr~f<:oml)lull'!l~ic~..,i:yu. Itcon
~ pta >mall<gmup ofstu¥"ts lar!lelY from 
Y€ a1,ld St~rn. ~J,;ing witha gOO\i numb¢r 
froin. ~nVwht;! re;w!I out tci,~ eol
• ~s andatiempl to.bQ!sterp,:t,.ex
l$tpig Jewish Slildl:nt organ~iol\S. Tiie 
goalsof.th<:llfl>IIPJ!re ~ ~st; t.. .. stir 
up~ e~cite wme mea~re of iqt~ll~ual 
curlosj%.f<;,,li!l!!,and idilnlityw,·Ju.ada~ 
in the. sudent wl1o .. Vf<l'lld see~ out such 
things. l'or illdeed, the Pf\'&t~ KIRI)¥ 
11111$ invariably only~ tb!'lsewbo have 

PlliPt'fir ~tstal\<l 11lc ~.· wetakf upon 
~Ive~ We m;,st l~n, wiU1 ~ aw~~s 
ft\110lllf of 11lc.te~t in lmllt'Gf JIS, R,jth~( W!i' 
ni!1$t.l!!l ;»8)1lµnt lit ~1')"leV<>lof jilt tel0$ 
~~g!l!l!u,fHlll!\<;lia,.W~ m\\Sf..!K'tor,~l"",n,i 
.tl\lJ1¥ Qr sixty, !ilal a y~ bllt rath<;r alsp 
~ur,, OUi pmgre,ss(n <ia!'~hethq/i'!llid, 
$~il<Jly;a¢ we.~';!'lllPil!llill•Wr""'l'lin/ll 
~~.fqmhin1U1u!derty aoi.1.inlellig«,iR 
.ll\shjorr orl!fOI~ ~i!npl)"in\'.plxe.d in<k,a.fll, 
irog;~(J(>li·-,r~?In·11sltiujarii!shiilit 
we,.rnustam< ou,se!ves ~~1110 we g,iin .Ol!l 
of.oor ~ar stpdie.s, / l!;lve frienlis who 
tool: Utera~ c;;1u~ ~ .. 1\lld ine they 
fOl!n<lit a waste .. <>ftlme; r as~_l/tem, d~ 
yoo do the.~ing? ''No/: d~ y9u do.the 
~(!11!1lCfllS?!'No.nSU!:hJ!<,1QJ>le.".'ill.!ieVer 
get :a thing oot <:>f. CQ\lege, · lfol!,e s.its in a 
Ulefltu~ dll$5 «> ga(nfacts and ll)()i:t, facts 
hewiJJ, !j<:V~r b¢.hal'PY· A gOO\i.lite.raru.re 
clll.ss shou,ki. broad.eil one's trnowl~. of 
!$.ts. Howeur ll)()re impoflantly it should 
~~io·~_a,text.,toJ\\Jl,l1llllpro
blelllSJ tooo'e!t;!P wri\il)g mdlls ~ to spur: 

· · ewho 
always. 

P!'P\Jli,ri>o,,,k in#Ol'~i CO~Ulli!Y I~ 
·Cllllll!l··~W<l)' Tol{(Jffft4'its$ .. 1be.llJt\'.Sh!iti1. 
i~ his i\rtlc1e .. Sa;fe;ed f"l'IJ'~ poin!li If 
thed~I\! or,uch.® !IPP~h ~ Pte!CDI> 

'a _Yes~y:--slif{~~nt_ 119ticn ;o_f_-,:eµgiPU$ -~;·_ 
~- lklt;euse of tbe signiliCll!ICO oftbc 
i~lias eit1'!)il~ lhere I. wo~l4 like to pre· 
seµt i!!'"~fe!lded q\l(lte from that artic~, .~ 
Rav writi,s: .. • . ... .. . . , < 

"'l'he ll!UJious ~pe~ce oo\Vev~, 1$ 
beyond g'!'D!in& t1W1 a .he¢!!\iC Sl,ill)S 
llf spjtjtwd .complacency'. '.I''> .. th.e. con
lr;l!}' the reiigi91J!l exp<\~ is fraught 
with. pittalls and c11ntin\l)ll challenge: 
God, if!l1a!' fl!}ds l'lim; d~ pot relieve 
the God-seeker of hi• illl~li.ves 1>11t 
it,jpo~ new OlltlS, Jteligio~ enti,;hes 
Jjfe; gives itlfelllh. and mul.li-dllll\'nsio!IW 
vi!!ions, bUfdoes not alWf,l;VS.lfTanl IIIW'. 
die \'Olllfortimd comp~ du/I '!"PrlJ 
tli"'4YS spellsuperjicialitJ.{#ldfMl'i'.W:-. 
111/,µi,u,.!'.S, '1'he equation ofa haJ>PY a~ 
clm~lllitsntiy P"'fo~nd life is, i~equate . . : Thegmncj~r of religion lies 
in its mysreriµrn .tremendum, its Jl!ll&lli, 
t!ide, ,and. its ultimalc, inrotJlPrellensibilty 
, . , It is an emi,iricalfactlhatKed/1,1'/ia 

'*vates man,. not l>Y vo11chsllfing him 
~aro,ony a!ld. synthesis, ba)anc,: .and 
p!VJ)OrtiOll'!\e thi!iliing, ~( by reV<:aiin~ 
t<l hitnthe D9~7rationality and insq!ubi!i, 
ty. Of ~1<.ist,ence. K~usha is D!'lt a 
{™'1ldise !l~.r a par,i~o,i,. '' . · 

_,, ,', ' > ' ", __ ,,, ',/," ',' ,,,,,' -: ' ' _-", -'\',, '' ','" 

'~for·.·~ inaJ1Y.of.••us,.·.schizgphrenia 
· ~ J~ i!Ccept~ .norm" 

lll!d;\qleg131!: theill;there!1y h~lpifig de~efop 
o~"s)·~JigiQ~~- ,nd-SJ)ititu~l sensitiviti¢s. I_t 
m~ Oil!> appro,,ches a plllblem With.out knt,e jerk reaclio~s bu! with the wisdom of w, ''me'\ of the g~atspirit/' ·Anas_him.Bflal 
S/ii«r.f(t>/11ilh..to. use ~e Ht,brew phrase: The 
goal is!opf\Jdl!i:e8neiTorah.wi.thGad.ha 
Hanefesh. In tljis respect we are striving to . 
be lte.irsJo .such spiritual giants.as the Ram
chal, · KOW<;er Rebbe, and Rav :Yisrael 
Sa,l;mler arooog others .. 

This religiolis philo~phy is. n?t an easy 
one. Jt is frauJht witli ch.allenges., 
dicb?tomies lllld• l'e!IUi_res of the in<!ividual 
seriO).ls a?d. ~ritical thinking .in: an ljis 
enllevours. ·• Tdralt uMadtl ~.s R .. t.;,mm ll;is 
wrinen, is not fo~ those.seeking spj.fitµal nir0 

vana,. l~f;ictthis is fll!t ()nly ~ quality of this 
philosophy but!O a great ex~nt oN'ahadut 
ill general, Ma11y people view. religion as a 
.sort.of~ for the f~lµtiQn of.all ins 
teHec\llal.~"'9ralp~lems. Indeed one 

(In this context.llie reµder is urged to reaa 
or n7read the long footnote at ~e beginning 
of /sh Hahµ/o.cha ..-hich may .be viewed as 
an_ -'i,-:~uction _to_ the -Rav's:- -rellgious 
philosophy in general.) 

To my mind]ora/t uMada is an approach 
in.the ~pirit ~f thi~ff(lShk<ifa. It ~ogni,es 
the . CQmplexity . of the ·. religious quest 
e~iallyin .the con!£'Xt of mo<!em society. 
It j,; this basi.c quality of our institution that 
causes many here .to shy away from identi
fying with T~h!h Jt'ffu!ch,paln ameaningfpJ 
fas~ion. P""ple want simple answers and 
easy s?lutions. I think th.is is particularly a 
pro~lem with.some of those returning.from 
learning for a year or two in Israel (and I 
remember myself with<similar attitu<le.s · on 
my retl!m). There is a.i;ertain oocl<,surt;dness 
abll\lt what is right and othat is wrong. There 
are no gray areas and,subtleties to .. confront. 
They have just expedenced an unbelievable 
i:ear ()r two. and have woflled o.ut their 

Kiruv and the American Jew 
amod.icum ofcln1iitlllent,p,inte~t in such· 
an.:ane topics as reli~ion lllld culmre. 

My pers~l expericnce · in KIRUV th.is 
past year ;,yas fairly eitensive. Accordiogly, 
I can teU yOl!Jhat topjcs sue~ ;is religi,m aM 
t.ull\l"' l!l'C regarded ;is arc81)tl; dultsubjects 
\\fi.dr_:vecy _.tittl~ p_rr,.g_matic _1'se; At any given 
P")gram ~IRl,JV operate~ or f~r tliat matter 
any event tha.t. •n in!ligenOI!.~ Jew,ish 
Orgall~ll runs, at!l)mt fiv~ ~t of the 
Jewish J'Ol'Ulation on caml'"s will sh!'lw .in• 
t~estby.a!tendillg .the prqgral)l:• Mqreover, 
itappe,jrs":' ifmithin!lwlH al,lrae;ttbe.~ 
io.cor!ie.tQ"l'X•vrplund~rUieJ'\Wricof.a «se,.~h O ai,tivity, F.'1T>-t.1JanH'k.novi~geAn
<1icates thateve.n a lie!ly~r sl")llliOred by 
II);, Je11Vish gioop•at an eng,;-Jng $<:hool 

ll'il.h pyer an85 % "'111e stµdenth\)dy can 
mus~r o!'lY twenty .. !<> tf\irty people out of 
two hµnd~Jewish stude!lts- l<;IRUV, to bl, 
su~.~- d~sJl?t entertain any_ ~ _9,f run,ijng 
su~h pro~ bll( even i.f it WOJJ!d, !he gains 
woul<I .be negligible. What is it truit. l~ves, 
stu~:-\Vith no in_~~~ ~hatsOever.in_socfa_l 
"Judaism,'.' kt alone Juda.ism itself! Many 
might \l):gue that !he answer lies in the 
plag~ of apathy whichbas stri.cken the stu
dent. Jl<llllll\ltion ac,cll)ss the country •. Tliat 
a.rgumentdt;!es coll/ain some ~ernel of trufh 
\,ut c.lel!rlv .ti!• proble~ runs ~.uch deeper, 

ArnQtd .Eisel!, fomterly a p!llfessor of 
-T~l_i,gio~. ·at. C_olu~J>ja :l,Jniv~rsity_~ ·_.n():W_ Jn:
terestinglyC!lll\lgh living in brat:!, lY/!'l yi:ars 
ago· publish¢ a study in Jewish religious 

cb/lllelJ!l~• !il\dOPil<>r!\!~itlef:it~.illi>ft' com
pie~ !lJ,in ).a ,lliil:11!a!edl11 the AV~rage Jlll!J'sar 
s~e; Slowly one is llQntwuted with 
ptigritles of \illlue~, chdli;e~ ~ cl'!lda! 
spmwaI a.ad rn<m!l lssues. jh~J require both 
hi\dligi,ll<:i,, and sensitivity. ~lllit\l'ould like 
.simpl~"l!Sl\'OJ'S to everythin!J &111 this is not 
Iii~ .W!IY: <lf'liie 1m;I\ llfliie ~reat spirit, A 
lieaul!ful Ill\~ from th/; Vl\,'loril!n~yist, 
John ~~n comes IQ lllil1\I: ''Anil the¢fore, 
wbi111 ii) all tb)ngs t/ult w~ sefor dowe are 
lu. ®;,ire ~!(c<;tfon1 l\llij.sUiV<>f?dt,. Wf .are 
nev<ll'llleless Dl'l to ser.the ineat1er thing; in 
its ru,rroii<.tlCC9rnpllsbnien,~•ll!Jo~· II);,• n<>bler 
!hingJn its ;dBhW f'l'<1~•: 1101 to •'\eem 

· c41llooth mlnute.nesp,abov<1 s.ha.tl".reli !IW,jes· 
ty,,. AA!Qlowerthe.levelofourajm;that 
we ID!IY· surely eltj!ly Uie 1:omplacency of 
-SU~~?· 

Thiii'l1ppro,ch is clearly not.for,everyone 
and ~II pel'SO!I must seriously, consider if 
he is developmg_properiy as a Ben Torµh, 
as a relif!io-mqml pefS?nality IQ .the fullest, 
In this contexnnore srudents should b¢ en
courag~ to stretc!:i their conei~car'7rs over 
•fl~e.yearspan.·This wo.uld enMnceone's 

. opportunities to .fully dqv!'lte his efforts to his 
PPl11\''Y gpal of developing into.a Ta/mid 
<:/1,u,/,am:(J!IC wwldget"10refrom hi,! lear
ning aoi,I collegew,or!i; its well ifsome of the. 
time pressures were a!le·fi;•tecl .. 

FinaUy, ffO!li iliata point must be made 
in ~se to statements made over the.years 
by .those opposed to jhe jdeas. e:"pressed 
abore, Let us keep tll! d.ebate in the pmper 
realrn and. not conj\lse issues. 1'.o at@ck 
Torµh uMadtl by iiayi11g it believes in peer 
p;ittk,s in the dorm o,nd car smashes, is un' 
fair to say the JeasL It is easy to s.et up such 
stjaw 111,en /a'ntl' _-Cog_V_eJ}iendy _ _-kiidck .- _'thell'I 
d(lwn;--Ho_w~ver~--thii;_·-is· i~ ~~eci.a·_-sk_frtirig 
of lhe.basie issu~s.,Those who trulfb¢1ieve 
in]ora/t u!J,fadt, may be. as opposed to such 
ac_pviti~s. _as -_othefs. 1hroh _ .. ufriaM --ne\;er 
~nt-_and-should -~e~er:m~an a.-less_ening·of 
CO!lllDitment l\'Halachaand•lts .nonns. Your 
dispute is nQt with these gfQUps but ratf\er 
witli a Gadol a,nd Talmidei Chachamim here 
and i11<:>ther ¥ eshivot. Aslsaid above To.roh 
uMtl@ is fundament;dly an. at.tiWde and not 
a: q~estion. -of mi_nute~--- 9r · seco.nds:·. Torah 
uilftl@ Js .the boys who learn at ni)lht into 
the late houl'S ,. give of lhemsel ves in kiruv 
and other wo,thwhile endea,votS. Torah 
uMada}s the Se111icha and ko/le/students 
who espouse this auitude.in their approach 
to life ... You.r diiagreement is not with the boy 
who sits in front of the T:V. aU day'. Rather 
it with. the boy who learns. tiU la.te and then 
goes \O his room to read Kier~egaard, delves 
in_to.-the __ intric-acj~s __ ofq_mm~rn--Il}echanics .or 
.is inspire~ by the beautiful lyrics of a Ten
nyson. Torµh uMada is the boy who may be 
.a :~mi.d .. but WOu}d ~so. _Hk~ -to :s.eriopsJy 
study Tanach, A1achshava. Jewisl! History, 
amr_ Jew.ish· Litierature: 

The~fOre, let u_s k~p the iSsueS in pro
per ~_rSpective -~- r¢mAml:iering pu(cornmon 
goal .ofworldog. l'shem Shamayirn for Am 
Yisrael, .Tora! .Yisrael and E.retz Yisrae!. 

ideology, · entitled· 'lhe Chosen People. in 
America (Indiana llniversity. Press). The 
book focuses on Ifie evolution and devi,lop
me.nt <>flewish relil!il'IUS tliought in United 
Stales frorn. t9~5J? l 980 through the prism 
of the central. i~~. am mvchm or the chosen 
people. Eisen.sra:es the dilemma integral to 
his d_iscu_~si_on.:. succin_tl,Y: 

''Amer.ica was different,'·' its Jews would 
SO()P _proclaim,_ bec.~u~. _ for-. _the first time 
really, they were not: .· · 

1-~- AmeriC3:,· Je.wtw~r¢·J10t_. ghe_ttoiz~·or 
pers~ut~d_;_ tl_iey:.'f(~re gi_~(:_JI, _·for the -most_ 
part., equat <>J>PQrtunity and seized upon it 
wit.h gr¢at suc~s. 1'he doors of assimila, 
ti.<Jn opened·~ide~ndJews.rµshe!I thro.ugh 
them_:. -not.. ·-,~er-eJy __ ----ac_cuhur~ti_ng ·-but 
assimilating. Jd<,o!ogi~s (not theologies as 
Eisenaptly puints out) such as Kaplan's 

I 



)y J~ lil'!~!s~lli 
Al tlle ti111e of the i-¢vclati<111 a1 Sinai, 

~o,sps __ senh the ~fn~rei -an~t Yisrael'\ 
liter-~Uy, · .,the youths of the· soµs pf Israel> 
a!lll they pffered burnt offerings, and they 
bniught pea,;e o.fferi~g•' ', Thi~ verse grate~ 
011 <!Ur bill!lchic seosibilities .. How could 
m4~ children, of n<m•Pri!>Stly 4escent; have 
offer~ s•Qripces? If pri<Wth~ w@• µot rc-
9uircd in this · instance, what were • the 
goo~n~s for this violation ofpriestboo<j? If 
prie•t!ioodha,d uot as yet been establisher.I, 
wbat W~t!>.the crlterill for !lllcrificlng at this 
histQric mQnient? 

Thf. ch~!lenge for a. solution ~ .!lO .compeU· 
ing. th@t the Talmud (Megil.ih, 911) claims .that 
this iu1ne of the instances iQWhich the 
~venty authors of the original ~eptuagint 
s!lllultan~-11Sly -, interprete_d ·•yo~tr,_s1 ~ - -_ a_s 
·•men of distinction'', As. a re~ult .of this 
translation,. an alternate. text of>the .Torah 
developed w.ith this tnmslation in it, They 
once foul)(I. such a Torah in. the Teml'le 
(Yerl!ush~lmi; Taanit, 4:2). BY translating 
this way, they silencer.I the *eptic who could. 
charge that r.loses senttho. least djstinguish· 
ed of people IQ sacrifice (Rashi, Meg. ibid). 
B?t if that.is the p<>lemical ans~er. what is 
the teal answe.r? Futhen.nore, what wer,, the 
s~ific crj_teri~tfor being a H~n of distin_c
tion'.' -arid-he1,,-e, -1fpriist? 

The IIIOSt traditional approach to this is th@t 
the bechorim, th~ firstlx>rn males, were the 
"naarei Bnei Yisrael," Isaac, and JacQb 
(after .b~ying the birthright), all firstborn, 
held. U1e exclusive right IQ SllCrifice during 
their. generations. In accordance· with,this · 
tradition, the firs.tbom.were also chosen by 
Mo_se~_ ·to ·serve il.S- priests. 

Accof!Iing to this approach, the Levites 
replaced the. bechorim as priests after th.• 
bec!i<lrim abused their right t<i. sacrifice by 
s,crificing __ -ip-_ fro_n_t --~f .the eg_el_, the. :_guide ii 
calf; The source for tl)is exhange of religious 
duties,· they claim,. is Numbers .(3:41) .in 
which. t)le firs1born are exchanged for the 
Levites. 

This midrash,p<>ssibly representative of an 
early__-ora,l trad_ition, fo~mu,aJes the_--or!g_inal 
notion of priesthood as both elitist and oligar
chic and yyt_ dem_oc_ratfo. n is democratic· in 
that, unlik.e Ahar<lnic priesthood, the. priests 
eminate from the rank and file of all the 
tribes .. Yet it is. oligarchic .and elitist in .that 
not every~ne could ,be ,a priest.- ancl in -th_at 
the bechorim -are the aristocracy. 
lji,moginiture,was an important status in the 
ancient Near East as is evident from all of 
the _st,orie~ Concern_ing- E_sau and Jacob and 
Joseph and his brothers, The firstborn were 
not,rilere,representatives of the people,_ who 
attained their holiness by being saved from 
. the plague of the firstborn. These were peo
ple of'high stature .whose importance can. be 
seen -from -God's _selection to smite the 
bechorim of Egypt in particular as the 
ultimate revenge. 

The entire bechorim theory, however, is 

Reconstrucfionism grew up_ in an effort to 
capture_ the imaginafio_n of-the Americaniz
ed J.ew. Many. of these ideologies reflected 
the pressures of the peqple's unwillingness 
to be_lieve in a personal God-and-their dert1ands 
\o maintain th_ose, re1tg1ol!S symoms w1uc11 
gave them _some 'semblance of rµeaning and 
se1;urity. 

Even-more relevant are the effecJS_of the 
-greater-society on the American Jewish c_orll
munity, -As secularizatio~ increased in 
_Ame_rica, so ii-'did .im?ngst the- Jews. At-

. ti_tu1_es i_n the Unit~d-:States mirror certain 
bas_ic assumptions---abQut _litC and one·s ap
proach tO it. affected _by the seculariz_ation. 
All optimiStk· s~perficia_l.-_materialistic no--: 
tion of the meanings of life pervade. This 
I.rend has. become qui(e appl!rent in the 
eighties .with the advent of Rea11anism and 

pr<11;,IerM.tk, Firstly, 3li the ~ill;,ll~m(U,,) 
asks; W!lllf ;\l'~ .. ·.· 11\• . ll'°\>Ul\<I• lo intelJ'.~ 
"..nll!lrer· ·."".. the firll!bortr' ~ll<lly. ··u,,, 
lllidra~h claims tllat tlll' PJ<.chan$•. of tlle 
6echorim for the Leviti,s i1tNmnb1u,, ls a 
sourc¢ for the. fact. !Mt. th~. bedit1rim once 
held .the.Tijll'.tt to sacrifice. lf this. was t)le 
case., the bechorlm .ijlioul(l have been e><· 
chan&ed with the !'l'ies1, Olllpc the 11ries!$ can 
~I\C>ifice .• hOt the. Leyi(e$; the 'l'ernple ,~r
valJIJ,, Rilther, the exclian11, wa:. ~ oonveuient 
w~y of beswwing •anctity on the.b,vites. 
The. firstborn, i.t c9uld t,,i cl~imed, were no 
.more priestly th~n the firs1borii animal• 
wl)jch were also exchange() for.the !4,vit~· 
animals, (See H!181llekDav.t, N\1111 .. , 3:4i.) 

Alti,rnate interpretations ubQun<j. (me ap· 
proach is \hatth¢ '.'l!illlrei 8~ei Yi$rael" are 
ind~ merely chi.ldrcn ofn(!n-Aharonic.des
cent There may have been .'>Ae oftwo . .::auscs 
for the violation ofAliaron.ic priesthood. H 
cquld eitl)er have been a one tilltl' QCcuti'ence 
o.r a pre-egel form of prie~thood, · 

One could · say that Aharon · was.· li>ng 
destined for priesthood (eg. ~hi, llx. 4: 14) 
aqd tl)erewas ~ever_any:ip~ntion to-~reate 
an alternate mode of priestb<lOd. Qn tl!is .oc
casJon, ho_we_ver, it was ~ttiAgJor-_member_s 
of all tribes to participate. 'l:his too could he 
f9r one of two r~oits. 

Act:ording to Beil .HiUel (Chagigah, 6a), 
one of the burnt. offeringnt Sinai was the 
initiator of tbe daily l)umt offering, the Kor
ban }latamid •. The Ta,riid is tlle colll'(:tive 
sacrifice- of the:~ntire natiot1. Th~-irtitiation 
of this Sl!Critice coul~ .best be accomplished, 
not .t)l~ough mere repres.ent;itive priests, but 
through. the. sacrificing of each and every 
lsrae'lite.-_ The masses Were- ~t t~prescnted 
by ·111e chiloren, .the common denon1enator 
oLthe . nation. They wer~ not older nor 
greater than. anyone they represented. That 
was the 5®ret of ·_1naarc:t Bnei Yistael'_t 
which the 70 Rabbis df the Sep\Uagint 
withheld, 

The same explantion C(IU!d be give~ if 
some. of the. additional. burnt offerings they 
brought were_-the sacrifices -for nat1o_ilal con~ 
versation (Erchin, 9a; Ramlwn, lsweyBioh, 
13 :3 ), which these children brought on behalf 
of every Israelite individua~y. (This "con
version_'': ~presCrited_their _iitceptance-of the 
Torah and their res1dtant tCsportsibil_ities.'_) 

The portion in the To>i\h folli>wing the 
Decalogue c.ommands the building of an ear
then altar (Ex.20:21); This pose$~ great dif
ficulty since the altars in the mifhkan, the 
Tabernacle, were all metal. The rabbis have 
grappled with this (Mechiln,, Jethro, portion 
1 l), bu't according to our il\terptetation. the 
alta'r described there was merely a one time 
altar on which the naarim .8'1crificed. (See Jbn 
Ezra, Ex. ibid) .. 

The other approach to popular priesthood 
represents more of a philo~ophy than a one 
time happening. The origi!W plan prescrib
ed priesthood as.a fuction of each titiren, ir
respective of familial or ttibal standing. 

the rosy, simplistic imaget)' recalled from 
America's Pu'ritaitl'oots. C11reeris1t1'and the 
yuppy symbolize the period. These feelings 
perietrate the campu-ses in 4 very r~al 'way. 
A visit .to the University· of Georgia for 
KIRUV this winter unc.overed the fact that 
.the student body had voted w.t their own S\U
dent government. Students simply have other 
things on. their minds. No lobger d<fguitarists 
play on the steps of its lib>ill)' as in the six
ti.es and seventies. .A ~igh degree. of 
homogeneity manifests itself throughout 
schools like Georgia and Do~e (anqther cam
p•:.s visited by KIRUV) especially in the 
middle.-class •. well groomed. stylish dress of 
1heir $1udents .. A lack of depth glares .•t the 
ohserver of the scene. Tl)us. the. absence of 
•·c~osenness'' and societal i~tluen<:es has had 
• marked effect on the American Jews 

Populllr prle,th<Jixl i&• I«,$ i>rl!MiuUI plan 
for .the implemen~lk>n of mUp wn,. 
mUl!lll Jil<,o. lhM Alu;,onic prii:stll<1!}d, The 
re!i~ious resll()nsibjJities l;(>Ui ' ~sily 
undergll the "bys!ander effect'' or the.dif
fusio~ llf responslbiUty; eaeh I"'""°" might 
>l'Y, "lit tlle <ltbor lsri,elite. do the work.'.' 
Despite it~. organizalional faiii!l$~, t)lough, 
pop11lar priestbO<Jd is 111Qn1 wmpatibl.e with 
the concept of tribal equalily, 

Tribijl equality <;0mes ti) (ull blocni in 
Ezekiei's··equal allmme~t of, lllnd to.ellCh 
tribe, in his prophesies ofTur•el (47: 14): One 
of the.most beautiful staiement,;ohpiritual 
eq®l!ly .is the. Rllmbam.'s rctnlU:k at th!, ,:on,, 
clu~i9n 9fhis Dool, of Se!lds, Z,,raim, "And 
n<lt the tribe of Levi alOI!!', but •11)! man from 
all. those who walk the earth, whose spirit 
lifts . him . . . to service arul. worship 
00(1 , . , he -is sailctified as_ the Qoii~_st_ -of 
holies,'! 

The Rambam's source might be the state
ment in tractate .Kalah (Heiger, p,149),that 
"anyollC .who turns himself away from the 
sin and .does not cQmmit it, even if he is an 
lstaeli!C (non-priest), is fit."' sacrifice burnt 
offerings on the altar as. a high priest." lt 
cites the ''naarei ~nei YisrM1'' as a prpof. 
(!'he Rarnbam learns the verse •irnilllrly (Ex. 
24:5),) 

But the opera!io~ of tri~al equality in. a 
Utopic. prophl'C),, or in the .instance of a pure 
saint as at Sinai or anytimei d0¢'S not imply 
that popular· priesthood was proposed as a 
real plan for this. world, and fot true naarim, 
children. 

It would have been heretical to have. pro
posed that God'.s original plan was fora na
tion composed entirely of priests, had the 
Mechilta not said it first, 

God tells the nation at Sinai, "V aatem 
tiheu le mamlechet Cohanim v/rgoy kadosh '' 
,. And you. shall be .uµto me a priestly 
kingdmn and a holy nation"(l9:6), The 
Mechi_lta, after citjng-another opinion, com
l)lents o~.this verse, "From thi$ the Sages 
come to·say, 'AU of Israel were.wo,:thy to 
have partaken .of the hply sacrifices •. until 
they made the egel, the golden calf. Once 
they made the. ege/, it (presumably, 
priesthood) was taken from them and giyen 
to the,-cohanim, the-priests' ,., . 

"All oflsrael'' has been interpreted.as 
r:efertng to the _bech_driin Who are _represen
tative of all of IsraeL But, clearly, !hat in
terpretation is reading the .bechorim theory 
into this Mcchilta, Whereas Bamidbar Rahah 
transfers the priesthood from the bechorim 
to the Levites, the.Mechilta i$ transfering the 
priesthood from "all of Israel" to the 
cohqnim. This. as we said before,- is a more 
logical exhange. 

At Sinai, the Israelites entered together into 
one covenant o_f nati~nal priesthood. Each 
per$on could bring-his_own sacifice in his 
own backyard, earhten altar. This was the 
meaning of the post Decalogue chapter on 
the altar. Unlike the Ibo Ezra, who c.laimed 

whether student or non-student. He lacks the 
(och or substance., the depth, the search.of 
_some_-kind for_ ihnef mean_ing. He lacks_ the 
experience u_pon_ which to base his-religious 
symbols. As E.isen indicates. it is telling that 
the three leading Jewish th\nkers of our cen
tury, Rabbi Soloveitchik. Martin Buber, and 
A.J. Heschel .came from Eastem Europe. 
Our country has yet to produce a~ 0utStaO
ding thinker and when it. does he will un
doubtedly emerge from a background similar 
to that of Europe rather than a purely 
Anierican experience; 

The d_isincerest of the average Arneriican 
J.ewish student I attril:>ute largely to these per
vasive attHu_des. ex.periences. and values. 
These-questions remain: hQW to eradicate the 
in9it:fel'em;e of. can it be eritdicted? Has the 
proverbial (NC~Y) "flame" for the ma,ority 

.,. 
thatlbi/1 re/',:~ma~llroellJ!l!r"tSl~, I 
thh; WM ~Jly referrj.ng lo\l1¢~, ~ 

p . .ri.vat. e al~r. o·n··· .Wh. kh .-.···· .. l'Ol!I·.······ .·11 al. ~·.····:··.· ·· •.. sacri~. ''Ill any place in whi<:h i ~·-' 
tiun My. Name" (Ex. 20;:Zl), whell ibe 
~were allower.j (see nw;Ji/111, ~. 
14;4-lJ), 1°h!l1 r~ined C!>!l'll/lllteytn lifltt 
t® "*"1. The plan which !"!<~ folle<i by !h<: 
qge/, WIii> th~! the."'11!!1Jl6ll l,i~l~ Wll!lld 
be al>!¢ to . ....,r.ifie<1 a• , 1>yi¢g1, even lo the. 
~.lfllJ. plai:<' OfW!'Jffl!lp, e'Vell COmlllll'1il! flf• 
ferl.nS'l- Only at Sinai did the child sll<lrifli;e 
tbi: ,ommunal 1'amid,. for the entire nation, 

The~ of uexcluslve ~c groop.ex
pl!lins why the reeipienl of~ red'lmptiol! 
nll»l!:Y fur the firstborn is not ~ifill'l ca~,. 
23:t!;l). M=rding w this .. plaflllf popui.,, 

· prie~tl)ood, maybe the prie~ Wfl!lid iw1 
receive the money nor the fl'!li!S. Since they 
themstJv£~ were_ offc~ng these __ ii_ft~. d-~j'
i;;unld rwt_ partak_e of tbWi._ A ,aimitar J~w is 
fourul with regard lo the tiour offering, the 
mincha, of the. coh,n, that it must. be toll\Uy 
CO!ISUml!d and not eaten by the priest himself 
(Lev, 6:16); (There is a verse referi9g to 
cohanim before the.ege/ (Ex,. 19:l2}blil the 
Rashbam, the Hizkuni, R. Abraha.m son of 
th.e Rambam, and others have alr¢!1dy in.ter
pr,:led it a.< referring w non•Al)aronk, Di)tl· 

bechorim pe;,pte; ll1¢ elite ill!lOng the elite:) 
Only after tbe egel,.ir> front of which the6e 

Israeliti, priests llllCfificed, was the entire 
design for popular. priesthood C11JSlie!I. 
Aharon and his children repla<;ed the nation, 
The twe.lve tribes were no lol)ger priests blit 
mere swnes on the. shoulders of the high 
priest (Aggadat.Beteishit,79:2), 

The peopl~ wanted. to build t~e house of 
G_o,loo their-own. HN~se, 0 ~~we- will-act~ H 
thf.y repeated over and over, b.ut in~te.ad 
"vayaas. ,. the Torah stre.sscs repeatedly tblU· 
Moses alone .errected .the .lt!ishkan, Instead 
of the "youths." repres!)l)ll\tives of. the 
masses,. plllying a key al the sacrificilll levi>i; ••.•·•· 
the "cllacham lev," the elite, crafty, in° 
sightful Israelites dominated the building .of 
.the mishk4n, the cohanim took over the right 
to Sacrifice. 

As the Rambam says, the priesthood, in 
a broader _sense. iS still attainable for-every 
man.-But the Divine plan for-a nati0n 'of 
priests, each golng up on the ramp of the 
altar, each a high priest. was spoiled by ser
ving as priests for __ the egel: <tcorruption of 
their magnanomous role. 

Ofcour_se, as Ezekiel promiscsi Aharonic 
priesthood will return in the end of days 
(44: 15). But the broader concept of a priest• 
ly kingdom can be attained by "teaching the 
entire race _of man to recite' the name of God 
and to·worship him together" (S!,forn"· Ex. 
19:6). This priestly function will one day be 
restored to all of Israel, as the Seforno, the 
Baal _ Haturim, and _otQ-er:s -rem'ind us of 
Isaiah's prophecies: .. And y<JU shall be call¢ 
the priests of God"(6l '6), and ''For from 
Zion shall go forth Torah and word of God 
from Jerusalem"(2:4). 

of Jew.s burnt out .or perhaps sparks arc still 
to be fourul? At times l become a skeptic, 
fed by frustration, Despite the. limited 
resources. the need to provide fuel.to those 
whose flames are still burning even so slight
ly, perpetuates the obHgation 10 reach out. 
KIRUV is a v.ery good .medium to 
mcetth@t obligation especilllly with p<lefS a.'ld 
equals who desire it. Original programming, 
honest and sttaigµ1-fo1~ard i.hinkmg. and 
sincere preparation can and does !Jave .._n ef
fect in filling a sometimes tot;,1 void for the 
college stu<!ent. Alas, the bars of Ray 
Charles· •• America, An1~rica ·" ring heaVily 
in my ears and from Jewish !Indents I hear 
only echoes of emptiness and th.e sound of 
silence: It is timC for that to change-even in 
the smalleSt way, in whatever- manner< 
possible, , 
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r j~vobl~naty 
, .W'G~D flt. 

1~ 

,~ tin ~imei.s!Jores.llefure· 
worla wu.k' .':' \' · · · .· 
. T!u:1 peti'Od' of tlH! )l~t"':nil A.HY>! 
('1904'-19)$} saw SOllle .S~J)OO n~w -Ojim 
etner the~; 'l'llese';weremoslly ll\®
~ ~ {lf;ll,e }'ijhii~ HaYai}tlin, 

l~<nt~~g.·liJ'·~· 
y.Ci~:.N.ot more than a 
secuJar~mtpi~. 

~ri>~JelYlm'~- Woo,1lien; 
~llie,selfODli!ll,williii&!'JlGevenlinxlous 
f<i'lea\'e~fortbis;llt,v liome!and? · 
·~·.~·~w~'.~g-0f&ge:in 

ihe~ of1liesoi:ialistRuss&revolUtion, 
fli>Ii) ihe ~~ i,f tJie slitetl 
dliit~HibatZioiliuidriuseii fainilii:s 
Witli·slJ'Ollg'~ideals:)'.tttllewiwsof 

• , ~)o cytotlle•Holyl,anil'.llletenotSU(':-

· lli;l~!llilU~~n'Qruiyall!lot'· 
.·. t!tw ,l<!llbuttiYllt ~ ~3 ~l'\'ed th<, 

rolei'\:if ~lileftXi1J1ts.and lioltle'w~,IIJ' 
. ~~.1lioug~. ral!lei', ~tbrow,m t1le 
1'.tweK1lieY ~ the'1l\ellto~ lll>td am! get 
t!,iit;,·J.vozy1 k>ol<;"' )oo1 • • .· , ... · · · . 

A~re,t step ill l>T~~ tbe1sillf•!lffll)II 
anltmdti\"'n<l\lllC.tlofw~a,w11&ihef11rl1'a· 
tiQn of ihe ,lfe/l.'1m:,;~. ·S®iet}' "1nally 
rtllilized tbllt it.' as'.;t'wbi/ff,;.was al)d ls 
ie$pomdhle for. its. cltildielfamlthe rev<1hi' 
liomuy dlildren's liouse$. lllwted '!'"~~ 
ft~ ,for .tl1~r IIIOlliqs. . .. · , 1 • • • 
· But did fu,:m,i!loll·qf ~ liouses affioet 

today's 1Gbli11tt 1 nm.~ment? .Not really, 
~ed Professor st,apita .. Thete is still.a 
'leii<!ency to assign wome .. ~jJ,.. lh,ese 
jo~ bl,ing wnsideted a WOQll\ll'.s.llomain,. ,. 
reluctance on the· nartof ~ome\vQJDell to lit 
iii""l½.I io p,thlic. lifu stil!·ei,l~!>, d~~ rq t~ 
ri/lfuule they were \IS'ld to -iving.for their 
noo,C<!l1fonnisl views. The ·fanatical ·in, 
sis~~ by womeiton copying nien'sjolis 
bas disap~,, and. :they've resigned 
.tlie~v$ to. cettairt. tasks. 'Again; a (Ibis 
liine• quelled) social iss11e lllliliifested, itself 

. in "!l ecdnomidoµn -' aU!•• kitchen was 
the,.· last tQ · become mechanized · on the 
Kibbu~.. . . . . . 
' l,.i,ier, when the Palmach l)egan mobiliz' 

lllgwolllen,.anatul'alacceptanceof equa!ity 
was .the norm,·due,to a•~-century.of 
educaiion and inculcalro!l l)f egali1arian ioeals 

· on. '!'is f'ttst~r,tion of .~bras. 
. PrQfessor Shapinn:om,luded,that~r no, 

tions of equality and felllinism, however they 
iinani~ lji;lm~l~. are ,modern, Norn,s 

'..~' in!l"h Icing~ l!l. p~ie thai, . the 
. ~lo~t!iat-p\ilpon them reaJite. <men 
:lhe iqeals ilf ()iie~ticin .. ~11le theac, 
ceple(l<:ojle <1f thesubst,quent gene~iion, b\!t 
witho~t cooperation .from fulh sexes, 
c~ge~ will oot occur. 

, M opposed to 
, life lhoo11gh a 

j$ no1 showd . 
me1-ety l)ootll$0 itwJllhell)thll ~ •.• ii~·. 
ed,.or widowed, but h<!eru.ise there.ls ~,divlrn: 
p~llfg.tmll/lt•~ailil~ed. 

lWl'f ~·1~"'8»)'~latl\\\Wsbeliev, 
in/!; th!/t f!!.irtwfl. ~t )!<!Od d~,i, 1-{e!jqe, 
wl\eo 1. vl~lll:d my $l~Jra""lJd.nmtbe{; gave 
my, {ire<i(l\l~ Kit-Kat ~1/iiy lllO)lt!yJo. t;tat fllt' 
tliit/!;, broil>le cyp, or hel~ dean .lli• hi>\lse 
fdr . .the holillays,I~s <,fojng a good ,iern, 
nice !x>y ;J'~n11t of the mi!*l:se1 .ihatrwas 
rulfilirng ho)y col1111ialld11lents, aud it is, I 
fwt!1lt< ltl!)ntality that plagues even the most 
•.itlCl/,;<I <lire/I!$ .of our, y~Wa World. The 

. seoi:,e of my ,concern ls not narrowed to acts 
.of kindoess, but t.o an attitude, a 
welt,insclfflli~ of bow w\\ per,;eive our 
eveifday,experiences a.ml actions; 

A§J~ish.S<>Pieiy reWgDlzes thclindividuai 
ill the•whqlt,.so too dqes the eighties. ts lhe 
Je'lf~ however, sooverwlielinedwlth~cpn
cent·of ,0 Self' • that he can\ btj~e hirrt.se!f'~o 

'fil'Y,;~with~G~'s ~~!p:''~Aof ~"~,ir¢e·wm 
of'God''. wliell discusslllg sometblng he Jllans 
·to accomplish in. the fulllre? Wlien we, hear 
g<ipd tidings, ~rare ~wilh.all additional 
something, is '.'lioy'.&Dl'l lbcky" more ap
proprl!,te,than, "!liarik God?'7 lllstead of 

· w.)&hiiigour ren~w J.ews a gopd week-end, 
ho,y .•bout a good shalwo"? Certainly a 

. Hebrew date on letters to friends can't hurt! 
A Totah:.tware Jew seeks to find divinity 

il)l his world, He structures his merits filtd 
·-on • furee greater than lie, riot leav• 
ing fate of chance or simple human morality 
to·aid him. A noted.authority siates it well, 
0 i" <· ~ose, vaJµes W~ich ~te(a11C'19.r~ci' to 
divine pl'Ulciples .remain llllchang~g:'' .I\r . 
Belklll1s18ted a si!llllar idea whenlie wrote, 
"Judaism.,. desiredrathertoevolvei,ror, 
pus of phictices, a code of reliJliOU& a¢ts 
which woqll:l eslablish a. mode of re)lgious 
Ilvlng." 

"We" have made !he eighties. In. our 
decade where religious morals and values. are 
(De trend; we must look'at ourselves not as 
®ed,doers of. the ,decade,· but as Jinks io 
gene~tions Qf ~ews who ~aVe foi:,ci:::ntu~s 
found it ''.iif' to be hWT)llnjtarlan; and 
bj,nevoj~nr .· .• holech' b'tirochav;. The 
cha)ii,n~we face as~e.galn mobility .in bdlh 
our Jewish amt secular wo,Ids is to c:reate and 
instill within our,selves aDaatiYehutlit,In 9ur 
allemptlo vi.ew specltk .acts as approprjate 
to Haslienf's design, wem~ enlarge our m· 
tellect )l) examine our speech, life style, and 
coinmitments. as bei)!j; in consollance with 
God's. In our performance tltere must be ·a 
pertneatjng neon jiglit wremind, "a. good 
pe~n lielps others and lives a proper life, 
a . good Jew fulfills milzvi:,t beh aJam 
l 'chawuv and strives to bring holiness to !he 
Jlll!ndane,''. And while the llltter may include 
the former, the inverse is not necessariJy 
true. 

The Israel of 
Our Dreams 

By Bonnie MIiier 
Alter spend,ing some time ln lsl'Ol'I and try

mg to keep up with whalis happening there, 
l. can't help but wondedo myself: .Is this. the 
Israel.which we haveyearried.to te111t1Jio'for 
tho.uSl!lld,s of years? ls thbi "!he land;Qf milk 
alJd honey?" Does our vel}'. survival need to 
be th~rened in prqer fur us to. get along with 
. each other? How can we help to relieve some 
.o.f the. incredible tenSioOI' that exists' in Israeli 
society while stjlHn America? This past year 
I accidently stumbled on one way to con-

• trifiuie while doi~g an intern:iliip at the New 
Israel Fund.(NIFJ. 
. T)le New Israel. Fund .has an ambiguou& 

name, It is a new fund in that it wa'., 'elilablish
e~)~risix years ago and 'is ,oi:tl>' OOw '~gin:. 
ning to.make itself known. It's a new kind 
oflgl'llel being funded because NIFprQjects 

· · e:"en wishful. thinking bas .Jiot l"'rmilted u; 
IQ disregoro 1.b.e faet'tluit these an, ll1e realiti,is 
of Israe)i s«iety, . • • 

SitlC<I its formation in 19'.79; the Fund oos 
pro\'lded support to. l)e;!l:ly 100 .J•raeli 
c)lize~s· action 11rganizatfons, working to 
achieve soolill and politif,lil '.equaiity•artd to 
strengthen ls111el's d¢11)l)Cratk, proc¢ss .. Now 
Israel Fund,1!1)11)~ _focus '!'rill!lllily 011 ;ras,s 
roots. organb:ations. 1¥hioh prornpte civil 
rights and. libertie$; s~iai. equality foJ. 
,vomen, col!Ullunity . acl,10)1 proj!!:llffis in 
.lower i.'lcQJ!le neJ.;l)!>orho<lds, eovironmen• 
tal projects all'd theimptov(lnlent Qf Jewish· 
A~ll relations. < . · ·. · · 

Antotlg th¢· redpients of Nil' .grants. are 
l>atteredc wo!lien ,slil\lters and .rape ,crisis 
centeit. Violence against women.has become 
a majot con~em in r~rae1. F,stimt1-fef; of 
women battered by their husbands . have 
reached as high as one"! five, and rape.was 
reported to be·t;te fastest growing crime. in 
Israel. Organi~tiQ:nS working on behalf of 
"tht$C- ,',Women stiffered from, ,extellsJ'Ve 
government · lnidget; c.uts. The New •Israel 
Fund made an emergency grant to the Haifa 
Battered Womens' Sl!e.lter when its an
ticipated government funding di<l·not arrive. 

Other ·recipie~ts include: .The Association 
of Civil Rights in Israel; Magen David Yarolt 
(an Orthodox g~up wl)ich seeks to improve 
the environment in. Bnei Brak); El Am 
(which work$ towards the improvement of 
setvices fur the blllld); East Towards. Peace 
(Which seeks to break down stereotypes 
300Ut orien181/sephardic Jews in Jsrael); nli 
Association .for Pri,tectioh of .the . Child; . · 
Association for Support and .Defense of 
Bedouin Rights in Israel; and an otganiza· 
lion of co.nsurners fighting for. better hygiene 
of kosher meal' and. other foods. Another 
group that receives funding is Shatii,.which 
provides counselling and support for citizens.' 
groups that want to become nonprofit 
~rg~iutti'Q~. , , 

The New Israel Fun<! also has a leader.hip 
program wl!ich provides stipends to young 
Israelis who·are potential.leaders to spend a 
year traveling and learning. 0ne past reci· 
pient of this, is Avrum Bu~g, noW the prime 
minister's adviser on ·Diaspo~ affait:s. He 
credits the New Israel Fund with raising his 
~onsciouness of 1srael7D,ias~ora affai!5. 

The Fund also supports an. Israel·U .S. 
Civil Liberties Law program which runs in 
conjuncti~~ with the AmeQcan Universitv in 
Wa:.l!ingtori D.C. Thi\. program brings is.:.eli 
lawyers to the U.S. for a special. Master of 
Laws degree in civil liberties, followed by 
a one year internship with an Jsrae]i civil 
rights organization, 

The New Israel Fund, located in New 
York and Jerusalem, has a small staff -
mostly volunteers - and is run with little 
overhead. Less than two years ago, a joint 
Israeli-American board was established 
motivated by !he idea that it is undesirable 
simply for Americans to give and Israelis to 
spend. ActivJtists on.both sid,es decide which 
applicants will receive grants. 

It l)llly appear as though the· New Israel 
Fund is competing with other fundraising 
organiza~ions Iik~ the UJA. -However'it is 
not .. Rather; the New Israel Fund seeks. to 
complement other philanthropic efforts by 
providing support to groups who are unable 
to receive funding. After all, UJA money 
can't provide 'for everything . 

How can we help to build the Israel of our 
dreams? The new Israel Fund is dedicated 
to ai~frig grass roots organizations to realize 
the goals stated in Israel's l'leclaration oOn· 
depemlence, ofa Sl8te "ha.sell on freedom. 
justice, and .pi,ace as envisage<\ by the pro
phets of Israel," an Jsra~lthat "wHI ensure 
complete equality of socil!I . and . .prilitical 
rights to all. its .il!lial!itants irrespective of 
reljgion: race, or: ,se~. v 



·c~ 
~tam ,a sijc- lfiere is rio ~iii; llO - !i!l!itail!u~ 

~!w~t\'.~ ttiere are. thl!sewlu1~- 11'!111! ifa ~n islwi!llil ai/d •·~i'ii 
·· s14er·lfie,roo~!livet1.\0 those "'l!o.~ ,ti?'.' Mis~1111h Alll>l:Z;l6~w<1>rsibatllie 

11$ IIQUWreztlian . y~of~o!'lilliSIIIJOnUHll.l)iedays of'our 
.. itisn<llcon- Jiy~s and we hsr!i. '10 right II! e~e~ 

~i\le~ alms .. . . . . . gC>Veinin<l11t, ~~Ives from this "'11igatipn: A!{e~V!'· 
11!1i;yersities; an~ \)di~• jnsti~ons oll'~r'.ljlll tr, . !!S R.. 'X ehoshua ~n ~fehs •11a~ .in 
SCl!loJa!$h1p 11!.!\Ullents !" study scie~; so . ~ri.n. 99a, ''A~yPlie w~tearns '.l'.•m1l! 

c .. ·. .. toQ we a,e,otferilig;o,i); students scli<ilarsJilps but d<les not review'it is like 011twtio·SQl\ls • l. 
• want lo en$8se. i11·th~;s~ of '.l'.Ql)l)t, · without re;,pi11g/! A;nd in fact the ve~ in·· • · ~-
. '. . ll!i!! is '1111, W!!); i;,f •Qiie cannot 'l!el!Y Ille~ that there. are Joshua l :8 esll!blishes AA ongoing ob1i&11tion 

llread and. ~I, •1/d ~{wJ<wa~f always 111111,riber o~ p<;<iple w!lo spend tllli\o tc:i stu~y Totalt even if the spbject lllaltlirhss 
the~ and li~e a J#d.l\fe · · in)'l"'.hivotwith 11l111r)ur 1110livesatid are)!Pt ~ 101a1ly ~tel'll!I; sl~, "If you furSl)t 

('l'o!'lill , ., .. T!le.~lilll!l. ha$ . . li > smcerely !ll(JtiYtl~cfll! ~ T\llllh, ibis~- me oite day, I will.forget you two .di!ys" 
~111\1.s f'lf~ose w!ll> !'~. To!'lill 11! ~·. 11ot'heamajoror:l!lt¥Justiticati011wdeprive (Sifri), 
livel/"O<Jj!,. '.'.~bi!dYl'!bo ~SIP· i!iTonm ,1liosl>wlto 1'te llightylll\>!ivaled andare.Jl!lre· Therefore, all me.n 11re !lbtig~· 10 slildy 
~o tJt.at ~milukl ll\lt work and be s11Slai~. /ly and devllte44' inwrest¢d in slildying the Toam, 3:114 there isl'!' C!l?lig,!liolJ tQ Selli$ide 

·IY lieha$P1PfuiledGod'sNilni.and • ~Qta!t;. AISCl, we llPpe that U, l's~. specitictinie(~)i'Very4iy forthispuq,ose. 
·.~ T~. llnd·bas exting~js~ed ihe ~ SQb); evenih<>ugh initially. the in, Then at !he time.of ju!lgeme.,twhell we are 
r'te~siotiand ha$.caµsed ey,ilto, te~ 111ight not be~, withpassage9f asl,ed,"P!4you set aside.time f()r.'l'orab 

bi111self and.ha$ fli.ffeited his; portipn Qflift· ti~the ulteriormotivesqy fade away al!(I s1Udy1." (Sabbath 3}a), ou.r 11ns~r·will be 
fu.the~kltol:O!lle. ;'. (Qlirrahbls"ugltl) liesl!all slUdy Torah wjthpureanddevotecl ill: the aflinnalive. Tillmu4 l:'Olllll 35a, .. 

· love .wl!'k Bild ijespise off1'll; of rl!hJ!i; and· iJl!i,nti<>ns. · . ICllgth discussesh<>won the~.)' ofjw!g!llll"~ 
any'Tol)l)t wiptout'\V\lrl, will ~~!)t~Uy, he As. much ils.our .rabbis have emph,lslzed different excuses. front poor or rich or other 
useless.:and,~lll\cau~ sin, !!114 sucll person Torall and ~h Bretz, it seems that they w!lo overlooked then; :Ql>ligation to study 
(wJII, ~ inthis. llf!i!iner! wilttv~!Wllly rob pU~SJIC(iW em(lb;lslson the Torah BSP'l"I <if Torah will bediscn:diled and not.a~. 

·· ~11Je., I!js,i. ~iiie"'o~y.'ljcijr.ity .f(!t 9ne this;.i~."Rmbi11atiop. This ides .ill re~ Why. ls it .tJtat .setli11g aside time to learn is 
wlto~s hjs: own live!: , and thjs was ill ·1'"' f<1l10Wilig .quotes, 1'.orali is gained :at sl!C1' an id\,ilhpp!Ql!llJlt<> the study ofTQl)l)IJ 

. ~e p~!,ljce :ilf, ... pie; and expense Qf ~~ l;re!Z (Avot.Ch. 6) Tl)' . · The answer i$ giMetl in.Bbir Hashirini Ilali-
. i11 ;!\iii/. wa>' QR~ . .. . . . . .. . . ap<,I gl)<Mi to dc;creasc,your war!< and 'e11gag~ in TPrah bllh: wate~ is used u a ll)etaplior fl!(forah, 
' ii! 1"is:W<1i:l.1J: and in the.~orli! Ill l:Qn:>e, ,s (A¥Q(Ch.4); An)'.Qlle who l!CCCPts th~ yoke justilis w~rfallt.drop l!y IU'.OJlan«:l.gradual-

it l · 11yo11 ~I Ifie. lab<!r of )'our ofl'aralt11pon himself ..• of~ Ere!Z . ly bl'(:omes JID ()Cl!!lll, SO too, <>!lt~ms two 
ha. ¥• l!Jl4•"1I~. weU is. remov¥ fl'J)II) hw (i!,id), The llalribam lilw•ll!di!tand twQ~ij!l•he llX)llires 

? ('J'i!]mu~ Tol)l)t . in 'l'aj'°)ld '.l:~l'llh ~:'71/dmqnis!les the '?~ great ~1¢cl~'a.,id ~ an 01iean of 
licl,Riablii Yeltlldi!~es i~ Kid,. wlw. diin~ II! hi~selfthat he will. work nqw kllowl¢c1SI),. Why iJ 1\11)1)1. slll!ly. ,$!> impur-

. . . bo!llles 11~·~ ~.1111:Jl· ll)aS·· • .. • w .. eal .... 111· .. tit .. ·.··II· '·11.e w. iU. learn T .. orab. .l tant?. ~rely IIO(Qnlr becia.useqf!fie intelJec> 
i.O~ ~~ him . $111:e. if he POS~ bis leamlnl! he mliy tuajp!easure !ll*f Ollll clerives.t't!llll the.s!lld)' 

• rob~"¥'., .. ·· .~~ Dlbei ~liy•liu aaiili)ill ~7. never bave timeio le!!l'I!• Rather, he $hollld of tile Torab, 11S Kil!Jli>avid alluc!!id lo: '"rile 
•15'5;11.~i~·'?~'Wh'!SU~,hlmseI~t•'The make set times I!! learn and poslp<>ne his commandn:ients·Qf .the l..or¢n upright, 
lllllll. who ~.'!'Bes .Pl! ;f11s o,wn tllCPfflC w,o!k. · . . . gladdening thf~it , •• " (!IJ, 19;9), but 
f11lli> Cll/!ll1P~ ~f:~lil:lself; •for ~e ~. l'(ebo,ai with rupee! I!>. hi$ own SQD lllOre i\llportantly, ~u~:!¢1irn,ill8 brings 
is .. . . r.,u~l!i~t." t · · '!II!\\!;. I would set •~ick1 every criift •""·pro, oQe to. knowing,an!l:'~i,)ilO the fear of 
· • . ·lll!i' the'Jj~~t.~i!?!' of~ is ~nin the,wpfld,clill4 I w°"kl teach \IIY ~ .all<! fear of ~ l!ringll us cl.oser to 
lllrot! ... T~~~~"""'~-we • $ill only '.l'.o~, ·~~ a 11(of~ion.,s .. f!llliHi~gHis ~ (Kiddu$tiin 
pellllil'tlte ~illle.~ of .JC<ille~ ll0'¥~Ys? ·• · sec;ure only u ll>rui as a persl>n hss I!!!' , •· SO!>J. · 

_J 



A frienii!Ol~~~ttlte ~11(~~ 
,i\tier~1r~y~FS 
f&lo/Si'}:~~' 

.•. ·· .. · ... ···.•·.·.·. ·. .. . tw.o~~pe<l, 
•••0~,,l<ilch,eu,a~!IX,lJll,;mda,v~rll)\d. 

~er. ·,M:~l;to1r,''ltoldMil, .. '·'/ll<'"'You 
'fJlll J!la.X ooaf .~!·P ... '. .. ····· ....... •.· 

. whil~ at the'. ~ .time jlilin. if tho~h 
km>w~,()f T(}fl!)l iiti~ .bN!<l"8t ~nse. .thri\st tl\at '"c. s!ll!pe<I J>y GQ<i's Wi\f: Cl)ilillg 
Witb lh~.~slll\il1?~fl\lly be able, to fro,m ~ ileji!hs of ~~acna &lid !lit asJ!i~, 
mak~.S"l.\l"'~<>f~~eltit)' of,~ ti1>ns<1fnwrallll"n,{mjght havea:~hance 
Ji~ collllili<i.n in liglit qf: OUl'.rellgiQU,S . torellchforllletndy .religious that beck<lns 
!flldi.li011..wf~li9!!,MWl'r~r,l!l!S~ !JS, < > ............ . .: 

!batJ)i)s~.nde;,vor~stbeearFie!) <>n wi!l!Ql!I . . Wbich•le~s nie !O the spi!'.i!lJB] di!l!<nSi°'n 
tll9fi!U.s~<>!'t!iei.nsijtuti(}nasawh9le: .\lfour·.•religious lives: 'I'll• Cl,ovor lla 
M;ra:l\ o.fmy. \h!i<$lil!S ~II S~l)IJ~tifyiii~ · ~'scry for conscious spil'ilO•lcon!"'m 
mygol!}s: iw4.n,ii<!ll0\lll~•}\cl)d!i(,gl\'W~ (,)).,- echiJe11. la1er by 1he. ¥u~s.ar· mo,vement S!ld 
fllinin$ !hem, i'!i~li<>)eii\ii;,; 11\at ~bo\tft,~ ilre d~velope<I along clift't:rentHn~s in l:l!!Sidut, 
.n.ot t<l!lllll( h~ltl>ya.114 re~~l•lll) il\lleM<;n' rings in my ea,cMa~.)' times l. liave.feltll1Y 
sion \lil,t u)ar~ Ufeil.miifi, pl'OOl!Cljvely: e~tenrellereft •of the s~nsjtivjty tef GQd' s 
~ mucti for tb~c~\11>:• ,,,J~elJt:Jn the . '!'o& sel(!i>lll~i<J I li]TTJ:to 'l'~iUitl\ 

eilii~ . .realm, J hilv:C a!!'9: C1'!11'iie~" inl<>th~\l\lirute.,Howinfrequendy 
~a!lo" ;md\j~pjl(>inl!l••llh 1n iny 11<>~, k'~Jlame igo/te wit!ilil.me. a l!t!•· 

He tul'llClt~. "thilt:s '!'bat l11Y ~r • 
roJdine.''. lie,.~~ inJlhuriro~.A\ledl\lated ; t<1 .. lbi. /dim .•. ·.•.·. on .. tlla .... tl·e····Y .. t·t ... an. •¢ .. · .•.th .. · • .... J·b···i .. u.r;)and··· · l4nu!,,:,,, b.,, isJ)llUJ!lii!g, Ja~tl heard,.tq !!ll,y I.he. !ltlXt }'."!Ir, !lte !lllbbe has new Jalmidim, 
\!let.he d~~ aJ¥r .al!, ~.nd the old ~~Ol!IS ~\Iller are in a lri;her 
· .. Yhe.re is no dimbt tlil!I ".Baal.liahAAli.sh,'' sliiur ..-c '" they ha~eJeft .Tl!e systf;ln .d\>"s 

inilit,ating .i~t~~eclll!llly unsophistic;tted, is. ~ot recogn~e tllat~<Jents. l"'!lve. after. four 
the. worsi in~lt i~ Yeshiva • .After ap, a ye;,~, .•nd:attepi~>to provide them with. a 
~r. lalitiilJ ~ OO!!ltlS l,\,fo~ a ~pecifi«!~ <;fskills !ind knowl!'(lge to ,;quip 
rollen·~J""' hP/,u'~IZ. 'Hqv.re.ver,~ thel)lfQrtl)~rljfeasj,qal~~- Tradi-
8jl\)lher frleJ.!daaid !"llell his se""1'4 wave, ti<>nally, y~ do ~ grad~te a yes.hiva, Y!>U 
cll!!ed of being/ll/4/~is/i, ,-Rebbe, l)lY, leave it It is lol>.easY. to drop <1ut, in the full • 
fa!her'sal>qa/~- ''li.e'•not alo~, Tj\e ·. sense of the term. 
'fi>!her of us al.I,/\~~ .A.vinu, ',1'11Sabi;,,,J l sµ5FCt that the r.ootof tbe pro),lemaiic 
~· Vfe all lm<iw hefw he sat out in the equa\ionofbi;,,i/Juibi;,,zs.l!Jldignoramus is the 
~/ln, .. \Vaiti,,gfqr ttJ!.vellfrs J,e c®I<! itwite in, JJO!i<>n ;hat the talmi4 c/14.f!am .is the !Jlan 
'\''ll som.ell<;w ihe l<Wfll whkh repre"!lnls a.II who ~!iooli! . be i;hll0$<!ll)ler-l<lng. l!la~Jl\ll .. 

,qi; .1)i)sJWSS<id ha,i ~e a term of ab~~; aside !he debate ov~r,the questiolll!ble.doc, 

Qtlf 
our 

. c!!lllll!!l~.ti)' IW)t'<j(il,$ ilo! 
sll'i~eJo~ tJi~J()lfy e"~ ~s l\tO:nth,nts the 

•· WQ~Ja mu.st ~u;ely dfssipate . into the 
mundane. · 

, :F_t~~!)i:--'-~- '.tJic-~gt)_t/_~~: ~e _- i-~pcitn~cf ff: 
911w,mµnityi '!'l\ro11ghou1.my upsahd dov.rns 
du!;IJ18 fll9se. years. ?fpaillful 11rowiJ1 !ind 
~e~f\l~~nt, I tiave beet,. S~l?f'O.!'ted by •a 
•r;ia\l ~Q!"'• commtmlty gftho.se who sl:lwe, 
if !,IOI l!)y idi9syqc~~ies., .:¥ 1¢/lst my ,IJas.ic 

.. coqce.~ .If .'l'Qlli)lu!'vf~d;I ls IO ~m~a 
• v"ibf,thtforce •in Ille Ji•!IQiY <>f: ~al.Y'isr!Ze/, 
n9 pialttlr whjcl). in~'1'reti!donyo11 chQO!le, 
jtmust live.•~·1'~ofa:t;\l!llmuniti,• .. To 
11\ere]y b,, a moltQ 9fanacildemic iltsritudon 

· · is Jl()t el)Qligh'. Puring the ne?(t four y~ and 
!>.eyonq,fpray th~t I will lielp thln§late the 
greatppte111ia)11iestb.at.I!ll!.ve·.discov¢Jed·in 
my reJationsh,ip with Tora!) .uMilda into the 
life .. of .. ·a tluivfog.· htlachic/spiritual 
CO!llillUOity, 

· . };.l<n<>w tlie'clefr.nse. B.'laf/u/hali11t gm iii.~ • nine qf Jaas. Torafi. (Ramevarer, .· 1l!J\~ary 
W~im. 0( coursi:-Bu! .the menuil im·. .! ~84). wh.a.t L/O<!f the tq/qildchac~an, haVf 
Ji'&e· •fa miAI. Ju;,J;aas wiU naturally be over a dQ<1t1,ril'be f~rawris comJ><:tentt~ 
"""'.earn, '¥~"· is l><;al hiu,l;IJtish, that is, o~ide. ha lac ha; tJ1e .la.tt,:r is nor, The former 
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~i\!ll)\di~n<1,•!lt· This ha~. ramifkations, ID'\Y have a ~le;i.rerec,nception <if t\le ',l'ill1.>f 
FiJ~ily; IJ!bpis .!WQ le!!C~~rs who walk .int¢ GQ<I; Ye.t. this d.Oll!i n<>! neces~rily make lii!ll 
Jlle.e<>f!J!f\l1lillion Qr.initpit with a disd.ain for a ht;tt~r person: j "(Jl.s disciisslrig a major 
ll>e/ri;l.u~~.""'1l191 be effective.·,i;a,hing lell\!er jp .. the J•"'i•~ C01l1muniti with. a 
~.'l"'f'<l$ ~p¢ctf;,r~ stucle~t,.if.we do 00! frift)!.l,;md t~e f,ie)'d sai.d. ''t<>g bl\!l he'.s.not 
f"l!f'!;C\ t!i~ ooaf ~f, we ca~"I'\. teai,h a. tul'!'iil ~hqfham. lt;is tQO l>ijd inde,/4 that 
bim; • · ; the leaderin questi<.>n~~~ not h/lve all /he 

knr,wleds~ .~e cqqld'. !1 is ~!S() !<>O ba~ that 
he can~ot play tbe~i,n<l, and ! . .thin.k equal,. 
fy'. x~l~var;t- ro_ifl!tt·;~itJl?-~----A-sstt~ill~-,ryc, is_ 
.11f'l~\11g~n!~'1'iqj!le •. ~notkm>w • 
(&Omt1tning whicllr4w,i/4'i Wtar'h.,,..im ·~,. 
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