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froQJ <Ni thin •• jn l!C~orq with !lie 
r\1.etllo<l<)logy tive~ to• M9!lbe l!llP 
~onfr!)in ge,,tj'ati.onto genera-.·• 
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·•. )i!Y~ annl\A~iy;,£~f 
. · ~IQrllthll•~ "'"~~stealljlylt>fl~~lhe/r 

fi.ffl;\$S~· •. , ·..• . ... • •• •. 
The. ~\ii. W<lr<i ~llbiill$il!l\lJIY:(~.lilar 

fi,c~;•m.i kf~)'~anil D"l\ie) Feit, ~s.s~iate 
alld~11jj)f~~ors.i!iis.pasty~.~ye~· 
ek,c~~jjili1t>r~4n-£hi~f.·BQtll',are,Max 
-Stern .• $<:ffl\J\,i,; ¥~ .. ~nioi,s,,,itid doµi,te 
tn<!i.ors@~~Jtnilis~IU)deconoQJjcs,!Dalr 
ny in Ei'"lJ!\ftWllnd p1>Hti••l '''!''""" .;c ','fh• 
~!.sci~~Pet' lic·says) .• ·•Tb~Y.·ishaie 
t!el!l<',~lril\Af wJ:ll~i .. skill anti .·a~ytical 
<jt?pdl. A~ I.Ii .:a~.w)thhimllie ~ital 
~"'OJN·li<l:o/ flJ\l lle$tl\eJi\='!'Y~lhat help¢ fro.
prove thir f,e!lt's 1l':rout. .. • . < 

JJil~~f'f!le.l!· ~ior Ed~r isAda01 
f!erzig~r. ~l'I' llt•~Yt!r, At!a!n'• J!liic1<,s 
h;tve.dW!il~ilfjeltbim * a pors<>n with deep 
.""nsi1iyi!)' M cl!nscie~. iust ;, few daxs 
.afwr .• Nal;II, ~Jiehar.i,sl<y's rel~, Adall\ 
wrQte · an• A(li~le :<lecrying. the :religious 

ise,With 
d.irection 
AnMY!? 

-, ~~io1\· -. ~,~~ ·_ i5:·_ pvrs°'in_i_.- a __ ·-cOtllb)~ed 
QA/MA if\ ,•~wish hist<Jry and majoring in 
PQlit\cal sAl~~''r' \ • 

~,W'~ncw·A~iat;,E<liti;r,~en; 
dy·Z~r!eyll'J l>c ajullior, sh!>uld be•faQJiliar 

· · ers. <:::'?ns.is.l\'ntly; she 

'', ,'',:,·, _ _--: -:,:<,_-:--_,· 

Yeli~!.susunan 
li'l!ll"'1'e Edlti,r 

. ,Shill'on Jfer:ifeld 
F.qlte.Eclitor 

dirJatfog .· Editor,• }!nd··· .·"·~. arreaqy 
deJllon/rated ,his. writing !"d edjti~g 
abilities,This ~oming.year, he will serve as 
Literary Editor. Majoring in Englisb,.hewill 
be-:aju~~or. 

st,aron Herzfeld and Yehuda Susman have 
. ·~csefe,c~JCl!ti/~~:1,\1\.Jors?Sbii,fO!I, a 

junior,•.a~\j )'eh~. a·seni<>rtMYP), ·are 
bi?th. majoring)~ ro.ilosophyi JJl>thhave wnt
ten{or ~~ i~. the ~1. 'J'w9 ()t,ber 
famili\lt !)limes, Contributing Editors th.is 
coming Ye/II\ ;,re Ba!T}' ff~1>g ~<>d Jay 
2'¢hter,botlljn M~,Bacrywijll!ea~.ior 
majori~gin philo~phyl!lldEnglishthis .com
\ng year, while Jay wilt be ajun.jonvitn pre
el'lgineJ,rinj!. plans, also JnaJoring •. in 
philoSQPliY, T<>:roun~ out the grmip (eleven 
is.~rly~ round pulllber), Joshua Shoshan, 
a SllDio,rinMy Plftls C1>mJ~iitear •. h~ been 
sekcled i;'.PQJtlinating Editor .. He is. d~uble 
majori.ng in OC\l!IDmics.and plliloiiophy, 

Tlll<litio!lldly, lheeilitors' boulso 1.ists the 
previQUs Y"l'('• Editor0in-Cbief as.· Editor 
Emeritus. Thi~ coming year, that editor is 
· a.person I feel ~ery close to; I can C!>nfidentJy 
assuage any <10\!bls aj,out his competern:e, in
teg~ity or ~<'Sty. 

Th~ "'\ll!re of a wbtication devoted. to 
id!"IS demands that editors share more than 
writiO]!'!lldtecbnicals!<ilL They must be rnen 
<ifspirit, interested in pTPmQting thought: 
qver/thf>- g1r;ni_ilg_ ,;:~r.--_,the -:mcml)ers of 
lfaftlev-r's l,overoing Board plan to 
develop as true ~hei ll,uilch and .Ans/tei 
M.aase/t; 
··'t~g~herwit,btheschooly<l,/r, mytenure 
at Jc;;hi.;,aa~d~cjra)"s to a close. 
l':'iJ.l•.n;.st@ln m~l(fro111 reikctjng ov.er the 
P\18!, Y"l'f, l)utitwo ''!hank yQu 's" . are i.n 
o*l'-•J\!lministrati"'ely,·D~. NulD1;1n and the 
Je~isb ~\IJd).ell Cpu,,~;ls' presidents (Chail)l 
,~l<;l!,alli.~th !t1dk? Liederman) !)ave 
been g~roufwith adY~ and funding and 
!wg11l.~iU,que~1>11Ji,.alJllc\iticislll, I thank 
then,. si®e,ret~, To' lt1d1bi Y:<1S<\f · Blau. 
Nf~i#,~hfuii.. ·I .offer ,.both l"'rsonal 
•and .wl~~tive ttil!$., ~lilliQ~ally, . an 
ad<DQ~~g~!ll!lnt<>f Rahl>i .Bia\!'• belp has 

· · ·· · obri article; 
eVCi(that. Jn 
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llava. Nivne Lanu Ir 
Vrbaniuition in the Torah 

'•. ., >' -- . ,:- ": '., . . . . ' ' 

~y ~ Hf)(,,'JmAUM 

M1111~ N"11iu,..J f~ • 
"'tlrlJl!Diz!, Ill!# ~p 

' .... ', ,'·.- -i. · .. ' 

Sirre9 the ~ery l>e,gi11nill11 11f li_roe man h!IS 
moved.towiird urbanlMlion. Soon ~fret Cain 
w~ ~i!\hed •tr>'1i the Gw~n pf fi<!M 
(G!!nesis 4:J2), _ lie wero ro · th, land. of 
"NQ<i.;, t! w;is !liore ihrrl the Tomb tiin, us; 
''A.nil Cairi kn~~.his.wifeaf/dsbeooqame 
p~g111111t and begot gJ!inocb; <ip!!lCain] .was 
.a bujliler ~f tcity an4•h,,;all~ .ttie city after 
his son.Cil!")och (Gen. 4:17; see 11.a_shi on 
that verse),'' . 

Although (:;ain's de<:ision to leave the 
<'lQrA ... n· n .. u. fn."""°.i 1m.rin 'him .hie -'lllh<U>t1UM1t 

buildinfof ti ciiy was in ,concert with. an 
earlier blessing which God had. grail~ t<> 
Adam and Eve on the si){th day of c~ation. 
"And .G<>d bles•editbem (Adam an!! Eve), 
and G<>d said w them, be fruitful and multip
ly amt'fill !:he land and conquer it (Gen. 
(;28).'' . 

The neit case of ufbani!:ation, as reported 
in the To~. came with'.the development of 
Bl!bel. The Torah._tells QS \rtGen. IO:l l that 
"Nimrod built Nineveh, Rechovo!, Calacti 
and Reseil (which w~s tlie bigi:est) •. A\ the 
time all peo~le s~I,e c,ne language and had 
on~ COP.>ell)1>n.purpose (6en.lZl:I)/' Th• 
people came. IOgether and said (Gen 11 :4), 
"Lei us .build'-for us a ~ity an!l a tower whose 
head. wm reach the heaven• so .that. we can 
make a name f!lr ourselves;· ·This laetstate
ment. "so tllat )Nl<CJIII make a na~ for' 
ourselves,::. is l)li; ~~il)ning of ii new type 
ofufbanization·,.as. well-11S«U. the p~lel)lS 
that the Torah .has with it. 

With the people pf Babel we see, for the 
first tiQle,, .the hiJman. desire to become im· 
mortal. The people wanted to make· their 
mark on the world and establish themselves 
eternally. ;This· mentality explains ·why. the 

· Mesopotamians built the Ziggurat Temple; 
it's why the Egyptians built the Sphinx and 
mummified their·kings. Later still, it's why 
the Greeks. built statues and the Romans 
buildings .. Beginning witli the j,ost-diluvian 
generation of Nimrod, man embarked on the 
impossible mission of justifying being merely 
passing shadows on this earth with Matthew 
Arnold's desire to "leave footsteps in the 
sands of time" ("To cross the Bar''). 

Why Do People Build? 

,There are at le8St three. major reasons that 
people urbanize .. First, urbanization leads to 
greater prosperity. As a city develops. its in
habitants pool their resources of capital and 
individuafskills, as well as-share in com
munal resources, to promote progress and a 
better standard of !iying fer a!L 

Jn;additiori IO prosperity, urbanization pro' 
vides people .will> greater security. Before the 
development of cities,· might made right. 
With the advent of 11rbanization · and its 
~nderlyJng _concepts of community, people 
began Ill· stand together against a common 
enemy and thereby provide one and all with 
a safe .and secu~ home and city. 

finally, people urbanize because it helps 
th~ become self•sustai,ning; Nb ~fSon c~n 
provide fu\ly for ail of his needs. Pooling 
everyone's input and mal<ing use of tl)ose 
. resources av!lilable to all makes members of 
a de)ielope!l c!,ty. as a ·community, self
sustaini~ll: 

Urbanization A$ a. Tlteistic Challenge 

As a result of urbanization, man does in-

dC94~!!ie· 
se)f,s 
froin . G<>d'Hft)litions, 
t<) lb~ hu~ife il(ld bU$li~ ?f II mlin,ma<I~ City. 
~Y~~i~ of;' n:u!,~rj,,, 'Tfli.s: $ltu~tkm cr~ates 
seriou~ .tt$~~ .iii• n1an·~ ih!listic beliefs, 

(Jrb.!n Jife c~n leM Oill! away from 
r~coim~iilg GoiJ_. :•An . ,urban dweller is 
det,wh¢ fr<>m nature; he doilsn ·1 se.• it, and 
be i;loesn 't feel lt .. l'lui;htr; thHity dweller · 
feels self-sustaining in f<IOd, clothing ond 
.shelter; th~ tl!~e m),s1 }>;isle 11iicessitfes. 
Anyqne can buy processed foods tir manufac, 
tu$! clo1hing, and!lY~ in a "!eel, brick or 
glass home. Where i• God.an<! wllo is God? 

Mml .has .provided hini!l)lf witireverything 
~f\ ~~:i;,. ,flf~rther- in ·,an. ai'!'e. where 
technological ad.vll!lces are .so great thai com
puteq; and machines often become obsolete 
within a couple of yeiirs, human-.aehievr,ment 
is sires_sed, promoted and recognized. Man. 
receives aecola/le for his brilliance and keen 
insight not imly in having progressed sCi. fi!r, 

· so quickly, bu\ in ~is-i!itelligenlly looking to 
the future a_nd avoiding or solving problems 
bt;fore they arise. 

ln au, m:;tn s~~s his ~~n greatness ,a:nd 
begins to. i:lwell _011 it. °This leave.s precious 
little room for the recognition of God and the 
absolute rQJe He pJays in man's progress. 
Man sees himself as bein¥ in. charge and 
making his own decisions .. Ir .is imposs.ible 
to maintain that.attitude without, II\. the sahte 
time, l!enyingGodl!lld tbe~teditdue Him. 

~-'e!l,lllldllveqcu,.1111!1111talwworlt •. r.nan 

fe!,ls his inadequacies and senses his reliance 
on God to provide for him. A farmer knows 
thitt withOut rain there will be no crops. itnd 
that he cannot make it rain. Thus, the funner 
come~, t~ believe iri G:><;l' ~y recognizing, 
human weaJrness. A city p1'rson also knows 
that without rain th'ere, are no crops, but 
because his life is paekaged and processed 
and generally lacks direct contact with nature 
and ,Goers creations, he often fai1s , to 
remember God and man's mortality and. 
limitations . 

The Talmud Sanhedrin 17b demands that 
if a city Jacks any one of ten things, a T_orah 
scholar is prohibited•from Jiving there. The 
ten functions are a court, a charitable kitchen. 
a synagogue. a bathhouse"" public facHities, 

, a doctor, a craftsman, a butcher, a tanner and 

· a teacher. Ral!bi Akiva ll!l!ls fruits, f(Jt they 
.e~lighmn Ille. min~, 11,r1iiips lhc ilddltio1111J 
illum!natiQ!J provide!l by fr11it ls bringing 
pe9ple clo1er to i)a!lltle, This way tl!ey are 
Jess tik•ly.to lose God, 

City life's inl\erem test of man's b!,lief in 
Gtld puts 11rba11iiatiqn in a dubioi,~ position 
in the ~ys of the Torah. Many commenmri .. , 
b3Sed<IO their Q~rst;,o.i;li(lg pfvarloos iexts, 
belii,ve _(bal ud>;lnizing and developing, while 
O\ltprohibited, is.certainly frowned. upon in 
th!> Torah an.d. 'falinud. 

Earller,.l quoted '11,nesis l :28. and explain· 
ed i( aS a Oies!iing from, God that 1J,an huiid 

Urban/ife can 
lead one away 

from 
recognizing God 

cities throughout the work!. The Ramban 
suggests an interpretation to the words "an.d 
fill the laod" which is exactly the opposite 
of my previous explam,!ion. The Ramban 
. says that God did n_ot want people to be 
together in one pla¢e, as _wi,re·11te b11ilders 
ohl>a Tower IJf,Bl!bel. ltather, G<id-• 

for people IO separate and spread out. thereb.y 
avoiding urbanization. 

The Talmud, in Chuun s9a; says that peo
ple are good in the eyes o('Ood when they 
accept Godly blessings and react to them 
meekly. The Talmud proves this point with 
examples of Abraham and Moses. Converse
·ly, pe9ple who accept Godly gifts haughtily 
are looked down on by God, To prove tlii<, 
God gave power and wealth IO Nimrod. In 
response, Nimrod said "Let us build for us 
a city !Gen. 11 :4)." Rashi comments that 
Nimrocrs name is from the Hebrew word 
"mered," rebellion. His leading the people 
to bum:t a city made him wicked, and 
rebellious. 

The problem of man feeling self-sustaining 
and complete ha"t Jed to much sin throughout 

hi~tory. The 'fQf/lh ha1> nu~wus verses 
which chart• the 1twish people with •inn
ing "9ut of Satisfa1;ti9n." 

~uteronomy S:S-14 d""ri'bes a typi®l 
:;c.r,arip !hat will ill"<' !heJer,• ~llley lie!· 
tie in ~ land of J;.rl!Cl. (}(}d will bring tlti 
Jews II' lJrael. a_ lan!l that ''lacks ni,tlllng': 
and p!'Qvidelhem wilheve-ything tooy!'(!Uld 
possibly want. Then Moses warn• lile peo
ple, "Waich:y~urselveo, fel;t you fl;>rriei the 
Lord. your Ood" because "Your hearts will 
be upllftel! and.yon will fcrgei your Ood." 

Lat¢r • .in Peuteronomy 31:2(). M.,._. 
warns.Ille people that by ai)gerin~ God, they 
will only cau~ themselves hard$hip. And 
what will they.do,toanger God? They will. 
ujX>n ~uH,1g in 1:irael,,thi laii:ilyf milk and 
hoo¢y, "~I and be satisfied and tum to other 
gods ro serve dt~m and anger God and brel!k 
his covenant." Material satisfaction leads ro 
self-satisfaction a)ld forgetting Qod. 

The''falm)ld in Berakhot 32a de.scribes a 
conversation between God and MQses in 
which God wanti; to punish the Sews for sin· 
ning against him (especially througti 
idolatry). Moses points out.to 0(id that, in• 
deed, God himself is responsible for the 
children of Israel sinning. Mvses quotes a 
verse in Deut. 32:15, "And Jeshurun [the 
Jews] became fat and forsoo~ the God who 
made him and condemoed the roclr. of his 
salvation." God eventually admi!led that 
Moses was correct by quoting the verse in 
Hosea 2, "Amlsitverl'prqvided plentifully 
for.them 1111d gol1!-they made 10 the service 
(lfBaal." ' 

Evtn_lhi> "kruu ~," wams,agai~"' 
~fu1.,g~ti~~V:itl!;~lf;.,~~!' 
'the verse tells, us ·'*teat aria ,be 'S-atrs:fieu, 1'1'' ft 
goes on to say,'' watch yourselves, Jest your 
hfa[ls tum ~, . . '• On this verse Rashi says 
"a person does not rebel against God except 
out Of satisfaction.'' 

Can Urbanization Be Acceptable? 

Pe:spite these numerous proofs that relate 
u~nization 'to sin, 'I am not convinced that 
it is wro:ngt in the Torah ·s view, to urbanjze 

The,p~ece in Chulin 8Ja is inconclusive, 
Rasbi defines Nimrod as a rebel. Perhaps that 
is why he is called wicked. Building a city, 
tn and of itself. is perfectly legitimate. It's 
that desire to, ~·build a tower up to heaven 
and create a name for ourselves H which 
Rashi himself interprets as meaning to rule 
the earth sf:parately from Hf' who rules in 
heaven (see Rashi Gen. 11 :4) that God ob
jected to. 

I must admit that the verses and Talmudic 
pieces which charge that people sin out of 
satisfaction (a state brought about by urban 
society J have great validity. They do not, 
hcweVer. make urbaoization a prohibition! 
The Torah and Prophets speak ·exicnsively 
of various cities - good and bad. Were cities 
not recognized a~ legitimate institutions. they 
would, not be mentioned so frequently in 
Tana.ch. Indeed. there are even command
ments which govern when a city of sinners 
must be destroyed! So we see that even wick-" 
ed cities are recognized and dealt with. 
Nowhere does it say don't urbanize~ don~t 
develop. 

To me jt seems abllndantly clear that ur
banization and dcvcfopmcnt. wi1h alt its 
as~ociated problems and'advantagcs, Is an ac
cepted fact of life in the Tm·Jh's eyes and 
must be approached on lhat level. The ques
tion now is; When is a city good - within 
the paramctcn. of what God wants. and when 
docs a city run afoul o~ God's good gr&ccs'? 

continued on page 10 
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. _ jlfeill\y.-lWl'.~sii~;;91lr ~tt ~~:~~:"f 01~ 
Qne ex;\lllpl~,oti!J/~Jlil!Y ll,,;f<lljll(j;iq #,e ,. 

stocy o( Avr:ahaiii's.'1,Jittfll:agiun~ Jhe Four 
.!'i~(~.,1~J;;Jrliwhlbhlie~~I\Jt-
1y~'iheldfn!{~,~pig:-th;!Fwe:Kings 

~Jae jtory ~,t 
Renll~it/it (&,,.,11,/1, .11l .,t,k:h tqiins 

_ ~l!'!n Q\id A~"' to Avl'\lfulm Alld ~·~ut,;s 
!ll!ll;, ''ll? 'lllil. ~ .tflllid. A\'l'lllll. l l''l'.!~I 

• Ul(ll•O 

is~ 
Yo,;ef iii ta~n .to EgYcl' . .. 
shift{' 10 ~.Vl'llll~lll'.S · pefSJ)eC!ive+jn bis 
respo11'!:, ";\nd-when•Avramlte;ir\l th;il ~-
~I"~' was~xed.;be le<!a folthhi•iirai~"' ' ' 
~ me!);_ born JD his h(lUSC,_ thnee. hllndred_ail<f 
eig\'tetn, ;ui<I w~!l,i as far as Oan 
(lU4/,''Avraham<lpesmot'beii);.a.i:lim~ 
sohal _ ad!> of- >Vl!l:,.1¢.!heaq tl\llt his brollter, 
hu'hei;n ~I) ~t - · - -

tablish 
bis&Ji\iion~ipwith Lot. Ha~_ing~ chUd~n 
11fhls.0W11,,Jie,;ou)1Uook to "°t io be_his 
helr1.<mdit iJ ~isthatrransfortus Avraham 

:f,;om /!M Ill activist. 
A!td h•,dl"idedrhi!l!s,;lf against them·

ty ~h!,, he and his servants, llJ!d 
sinfH!'lll~m. and p~rsue!l then, unto 

-Hol>IQl, .which is on the left hand gf 
· .Damascus: Anq he l>rouglit back all 

d1e: gooqs_,'. ~ al~o brought back h_is 
btotlietc-Lot~ biS' goods, ca11d _the 

--w~1'tso .. ,~~~(l4:15-l6): 
• •' ,_s,0, •.. y,,,.• '6,·.v,., 

'l'h' ~llli:.Ji_ ottr, AvrahaJP lsvi,;1<>rio11s, 
. a!ld !;!\tt:; l!l!Ved. As .Rab~i Sl)olP!J! Cam1y 

poinl'J!d 011<,·llle ~er '!'!!l•rly' a,11lcipj11~s a 
!l'iJ!"tlnJi ~-Avlilliall1 uiw llte•man he 
sav(<h Th~.f¢lll!~ l!~fl<l'~·- "WIY(II• 
<!'Yi'' (14:!'1) ,iln.i:0111 ra®i'' .• -" _ Tho 

· 0611<tvilnt lila\ler:~w~cllJii ~t words 
w,1/lQ,:i{'even· tea.iifiJ tl\~tll • - Lot, 
AVN1l\l(m's"'ll"!''lt1!1\II )..; a,ld>to~!her Wi!h 
AY_tabam lM;ei<peri~ flieshookiwl di61lj)· 
poinln\ent lb<!t it lS,l!(ltt<wan~i<lus fl>t n:con, 
ciliati<>n, _biitthe kl11gof:Sodo111'.an11.!Qus to 
_cut a #Ill for t1ill ,poi!s, In ~ lltll)iant ironic 
IWfsl it js .ind~ tile 11>anAvrabilm savQd 
whQ eo!lleS Q~t IQ j!!)l~thlfu, ltut oot tlie.one 
he hliil:l!oped for: l\1!·!1!¢' hllpe;tbtitAvral!am 
ha'i! hold ftir•a reconc!lilitilin l\'ith'Lor, his 
dillf heir; ~·~ eoniple\iily ilnil finally 
quashed." • . .- ·. .· _ · .' 

Now_, llS explai_n~ by ~abqi Canny, we 
ta;,•tg-:aii1 !!".m9r~ cc~p?e:te und$rs~;ding of 
the oorinlll,'!ion.b<:tw~p mew,,r anf•~ Bri,, 
a connei:tiop n<>i,i!nlj,!O' Goo's pmmise, but 
also to Mfl!ham's- n,1>1y./ 

; After'tl)~~ 1hings .,: .pid Avrall1 said: 
O Lor\l <Soil, "(bat wil\tbou give·me, 

belhat 
house·is 
·Avram 

said, B<1hold,ilo-me thou hast given no 
'seed, and lo)'one·bom.in my·liouse is 
Jo be'ml'. heir (J-5:1-3). 

llrutilizi'g methods·ofi!naly'sis such as 
polntotview, chii,abterfunetiqn; irony, un
folding -0f narrative;_a'ndciireful attention to 
'1/0r<I choice, we are able to ~r elucidate 
the_ blb!iqal 11:~t.0 Addi!ionalfy, _ and_ possibly 
eqo~lly irnpofiijn\, understa'nding ·. literary 
analysis helps us to_ underst;ind <:hazal and 
Rlslwnim. When 1n their.exegeses·t1tey are 
~eftsit!~e :to. the~·questioos. it '~:t imJ)Ossible 
for us to understand them)'roperly unless we 
toodev.el9p the~me ~_nsitivity. For eltant• 
ple.~·MidlllSll<.Oll)!lleRIS on thewo,:d-lvri: 

R.'Y-ehuda s,ii~: The whole world was 
cnone sitle-(l!Ver) ,whilehecl;A:viaJ,am) 
. was on the other si<le. R. _ N;,c!icmia 
said: He was d~ce11ded. from Ever. 
The Rt!llbis saidr It m<all$ .tlwbe came 
from across the rive,r,; lilrth~j-, that be 
spoke i11 ti>• language of tlJe dwellers 
across thefver._ (llefesh/t'Jyd;/,a 42:8) 

While the explapations•of R. Nei:bemia and 
the Rabbis se~mto be actual attempts to ex
plai11 the simple sense:oftbe.l\ltrn lvri, at lirst 
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Br AI,~ &"!.'~Wt~ 
CQ!l~rv~tive }!>WS .. a.t~, a!lllimilated 

An'll'liC~S wh<) violate~ becaq.., tl1'ly 
fin~ fuJ!'/i<iftlcltl~.co111!1lltmnt t~ difficut1. 
In ~~1, non,Otth\l\li>1<J~d,i$1'J.a.H "'.tiole is 
just a fancy course1hort'sn,,tth~;vholci111Jtl); 
••. "'.• allkoo,w. that M(lplies. ~asi<oally Jo the 
laity. b~( their rabbis• are bard «!re hereUc• 
whj) de~)' t~ ex/sle!!•• pf &II ~futm)anq 
the divini!Y of tlie Torah (all noJ1-:(Jrll1Qdox 
gl"O~ps),'.and who 1'1ijllJOnlyadv(>Catechang; 
ing lf4/aclu!,:1his is wh.al we believe. isn't 
it? Well, eve~ if it'o Q!)t; we ce!ll>inly have 
bee? saying ii. ~ .at, least in public . (ID Sijy 
notljitig Qf in di!' c~feteria and cTussl'QOms:of 
our 'l"~hiva). · 

lt'.s a very .convenient wstem. is itnot? We 
~-1:!_n rne!nts:in !n o~,r rnio.d~-~Q t1e-atty ~t~ct~ 
CU}>,oxeS: -~nt ~orJiit Qrd_100ox_~-o~.e f()r__t~e 
non-0.!ihodox, and,when CQnfron!ed .by an 
.issue, simply ·reach into.the appropriate.com~ 
partment. pull out the CQr:rectallswer, and, 
content with ttie adequacy of our response. 
.close .. die boxes. and put .tllem back on die 
sl1elf. We n¢i:d fflll tal<e a Reform rabbi's call 
for aid to die wo~ld's hungry too.seriously 
beca~se a quick inquiry into the box on the 
left bdrays his plea as a simpk "'."Y. of 
av9iding keeping l\osher. The Ortho<!Px .~b
bina_~e- c_a~_ lgriore a Co{lservativ~ -(:ll@lle:nge 
to--~-elp _ag~t,Ji?ce w,hen 'WC' CO~~U_h OUT 

boxes we ·puH o_ul the name Lieberman. 
which equals J.T:S.,which implies changing 
Hq/acll4, which is kephir4, 

This mil)( be a simplisUc explan&1ion of Or
thodo~ ·. understa:nding of .. the . otper 
movements, but after reading the writings of 
Orthodo~ Jews; ~specil!lly a re¢e11t inter-
chang~ in MW7""" 1™1gazine, . · . · 
to comments in shuts and classrooms; { 
ge5t- this is ai1. 3.~curate fO'rfl'l_Ulit,tiOlt~f,Jfl 
th(ldox position. 

Most. Orthodox Jews; · both rabbis and 
laymen, have Ji*. ~rsonal contact with 
serious Conservativ~ and Reform Jews and, 
~imilarl_Yth3v_e virtually-n_Q famni_arity witll 
the theological positions .of the other 
movements. As_ a result; _-their box contains 
exac~IY 'two, ·rubber stamps, - ~ one· says 
.. lazy, "the other, "heretic." 

First. we claim .that all non-Orthodox 
groijps· base th_emselves 0'1 the fundamental 
pri_ncipJe·rhat-HO.lacha cannotsurvi".e in the 
inodern world. because. it js too difficult for 
anope:n-59ciety. Hence. the,assumptiOn that 
the$~ )¢Ws lack intense comrriitinent to God 
and Judaism. It is in this context that'we he.ar 
them, interpreting dieir lack of understanding 
of Haltlcha as lack of desire to understand 
and the. insufficiency of their observance as 
insufficient wiHingness t6 · face the rigors 
whi~h -God'.s service demands. 

Additionally. the second "stamp" main
tains that Conservative and Reform theology 
demands ignoring or at least modifying 
Halach{l, This deni<!I of the immutability of 
Torah constitutes the ranke$t of heresies, and 
our i'esporise ·must be ,immediate and total re
jl(!dion. By extension, Consevative ,and 
Reform rabbis are kophrimwho in the long 
run threaten 'the survival of Judaism. Anoth¢.r 
frequ_tmt result·ofthis view compares-dcvia~ 
tioOist groups Cithcir. with the·eitriy Christians 
or.thCir modern counterp'arts. as one of the 
Moment.letters plit it, ··[tis no less an avodah 
;:arah;an. unauthorized refraction of the tradi~ 
tion. than is the Hebrew Christian 
movement.'.? 

While these views are oot totally false. 
they also are not totallly true. and they 
definitely lead us down dangerous paths. It 
mav.be that muchofthe nim-Orthodox laity 
liv~ a 'Ju_daism of con':cnience, but using the 
tern, ''all"is the true villian. (By the way, 
i\ he hooves. us to remember (hat m~flY Or
thodox Jews also violate·halachot."'.hich 1:1,re 
"uncomfortable." The sprouting of mikvaot 

0pel1> the Boxes 

iii every tqwn is·a.re¢ent·growth_~ and they 
still are not sufficiently used. Tejiltlh bet
zibur, exacting kashruth standards, and oc
casional minor mitt.Vot /Jein adam I 'cmiveiro 
also have ~n put. aside oy many,) On the 
ot~_er··ha_nd, man)'. Co11sery_ati".e.and Reforrp 
Jews. rabbis andJaymen alike, are serious, 
.if 111isgui!li;d, al>out avodat H<JShem. They 
i:'!.g'llteJ.jlJJ!ie s,,Jbe, spjri~lqu"'st anj! h;,~e 

'-~~!lt,~.<~-.l ~i<l!i'io:ma;..theit Or
thodox..co1.1,iteJpans, .but the condusi_ons _they 
reach .often,:imply rejecting Orthodox 
methi)d~offulfillling God's will. This rejec• 
tion·sterns. at tiines, Jrom inadequate infor
mation. while,. other times .. from .careful 
deliberation, and is often fed by the dour and 
disapproving face .wh.ich Orthodoxy offers 
such siricere.qUesting. _(More pf~isely. most 
kiruv people accept the search if done on our 
terms. - gladly· providing .Shabba.t ex
periences and answers to virtual,ly any ques
tions-posed~ but as Soon as the potential baa! 
teshuvah ·demands respect for his exploration 
of non-Orthodox options diey often back off, 
disapproving of contact' with these un
thinkable heresies.) Regardless of why they 
reject OrthQdoxy, however. there clearly ex
ist serious, ,thinking,. weH intentioned and 
very dedicated individuals to whom Or
thodoxy should and does have much to say. 
Even if we cannot ex_pecnhem to return, a 
positive vision of Orthodox Judaism wiU pro
bably affect the fate of those they impact 
upon. 

Just as we inaccurately label everyone 
"'lazy." the "heretic" stamp requires 
modification. True, Conservative and 
Reform ideologies are absolutely unaccep

table to us, Lumping all their views together. 
however, .conceiving of them· as one great 
ant.i-Tor.:ih mass~ iS:false and cripples our ef
forts to effectively deal with the challenge 
posed by these movement..,. It is unreasonable 
to react to a left-wing Reform rnbbi who in
sists that eating pork, if done with correct 
intentions, is an act of avodat Hashem in the 
s11,me manner·as we approach the claims of 
a rigllt-wing Conservative Jew who is shomer 
Shabbat an<l taharat hamishpacha, but sug
gests that maybe a tn(.li should be written in
to a ketubalt. In th.e long run both these views 
may be ohjcctionab_lc, -bul the idc.as behind 
them are radically different. and hence our 
responses must be different. 

These stamps present a tW<.lfold danger. 
Allow me to present the first through a 

scenario. As a talmid in Rav P~mes· shiur, 
you have IQng been draining the muc~ out 
of the ha/achic qnagmire •. and enjoying every 
minute Qf it. One. oiherwise uneventful day 
in May. shortly before registr-,tion .for next 
fall's shiur is tO commen~., Dav_e~ a :Student 
from Rav Shachter's shiur, ap~roaches you 
i_n t_he cafet~ria: ~'Ari·~-- he.says/'_the pro~ 
bl~m witlr Rav Pamef,hu,r is. that!ht! ~ys 
never show ur, And:v,,orse yi:i; tbe. Qnly 
reason the .. serio.usn guys :stay ill that.shiur 
i:f because Rav Parnes doesn-'t:m&k~ the~ 
look up all, the sources. There are other pro
blems wit!) theshiurtoo, so I really think you 
should switch_ next y~r." Assum.ing you 
don.'t laugh in his face,.·how would you react? 

While I can't predict how Ari would react, 
rm fairly certain·how he· wouldD"'t. Given. 
the insult which has been indirectly leveled 
at him. careful. deliberation of the other 
arguments presented is highly unlikely, It is 
difficult to take.Dave seriously after-the two 
mist~kes he has just made, fir,;t, the insult 

We maintain in 
our minds two 

boxes, one for· the 
Orthodox and one 

for the non-
Orthodox 

to Ari's education. and second. the dear ig
nor4ncc displayed of what really takes place 
in Rav P~rncs' shiur undermines -thC basis 
of the ensuing discussion, The arguments 
which foltow might be cogent. but they pro
bably won't be heard. 

ln essence, Dave committed the gmvc er
ror of nol taking Ari seriously as a hen 
Torah, :-ind hence, as .a Jew. If we can sec 
the damage such a perception can cause in 
a discussi.on between two talmidim of the 
same yeshiva. we need-not he surprised that 
similar misconccptivns ruin conversations 
between people frmn two different 
movements. If I am discussing the issue of 
egalitarian minyanim-on a college <--ampus (as 
J have a numhcr of times}, anti I com~ 
ment, "Were one really serious about pray
ing, clearly you need a mechit1.,a .and avoid 
women singing the Torµh reading," ii 

shouldn't ,hqek me if I'm met witl1 an i!)!:7'• 

plicably wigry .retort. The subtle implk:a!ion 
that aConserv.ative Jew <:Jlres more about a 
syni,gogu¢ ooc.lal sccnc tl)an et!nversin11 wjlh 
his.Creator insults and degrades the t(laJ, if 
misplaced, ·r§iigitw.s'. .zeal of these Jews, 

Thereii~iou., ,r•:i·,m~i>f CQ!l..,rvativ• ;,,Id 
Reform Jews. esptll;iaUy. vf their . ~bbi•, 
manifesis ilself as a c;,mmill!1llnt to Halad'4, 
Of course, th•irdeflnitioos seem .!!<'mewll/li 
bi2arre, at <>ne ext.reme bearing ab,nlutely llll 
relationship to ~r vision of law and l),e !)!her 
produ~inll a . gross parody of . ,/i,i/()/ 
u'r,shuvat. We rejec1 th• possibilil)I of 
mult Fot11tna1ely, ig!1<,l11/1Ce r:anbe,d)SJ>Oll· 
ed and our "little boxes" el!mina!ed; a!J h 
ta~es is knowledse, After spellding ye11n; 
training to learn. dlink and communicate, 1111d 
many more acquiring a firm grasp ofTor,th, 
we require little to be able to respolld to the 
challenges of Conservative and Reform. 
Spending time studying - through rea<!ings; 
classes :md personal contact suppli,ment to 
the training of both Orthodoi< rabbis a,id 
laymen, Devclopi11g · sen~itivity and 
understanding of. the mind.set of our fellow 
Jews. may be the most cruclal contribution 
we can make. toward mending the rift 
threatening ~ople. 

Acquiring such knowledge is not always 
easy. Often we can easily respon!l to the 
challenges presented by .non-Orthodox 
v iew_s1 bp,t at times s.ueh study requires 
careful a.nd pr~cise formulations. One cur
rent- issue- is t~e distinction- between right,. 
wing Con¢rv.atlve and Orthodoxy. The 
Ha/acha has, inthe past, clearly undergone 
some change; for example, most Orthodox 
poskim, in.eluding Rav Moslie zt"I, ~I that
dJala,v.fls~/ ~noJo!'!ler roq\lire<\,;~ 
more.diffi@lt<llle$1ilm'is~bytlreS¥b" 
bds goy and mechiri,t chame,z, neith~r of 
w.hich existed in the time of Chau,//. Now. 
given that Halacha ha, undeniably developed 
in some way. and the foct that the_Uoion for 
Traditional Consef'Yative Judaism-doesn ·1 ad,. 
v:o.cate blatant and outright rejeCtion of por
tions of the Halacha, precisely what is the 
difference between- our two positions? Uj:xm 
reading. for exampl~. David Novak ·s book, 
one can intl,litively. &ense some diffe.'rcnce. ye1 
the distinction is subtle and 1 have·yct to he.a~ 
an adequate explanation. J propose therefo,c, 
that'the·R(}shei Halesµiva address this, and 
similar issues. in a public forum, whether 
either in these pages or as a fccture/shiur. 
(Furthermore, I'd be happy to work on ar
ranging it.) 

We m1,1st still address· one more implica
tion of lhe bQxes we ·carry in our heads. First 
however. another scenario. A 1wllel student 
spends several years studying Hilchot Nid
da. After careful digestion of the gemara. the 
halacha and the m·odern poskim, our older, 
and somewhat wiser, talmid chacham feels 
ready to paskin for the general community. 
His ri::bhe"s confidence in him, however. is 
marred by one thing - he knows nothing of 
the biological processc~ involved in 
menstruation. Even had he known what the 
cuuse of c.ic.l't type of spot wa!i. wi.thout the 

experience of seeing real ketamimr blood 
spot._, he would ncvc;r he unleashed on the 

world of m~rr.icd Jews. The da11gcr of either 
kulot or chumrot is too great. Though he is 
intima1cly familiar with lhc app.ropriatc 
ha/achot, ignorance 1>fthc·.undcriyin,g rcaJ.i~ 
ty prevents his recognition as; an authority, 

J dn not .:h1im to know whether or 1101 

dialogue with Rcfom1 and Conscrvalivc J~ws 
is .ippmpriatc, and I certainly am nol 
prcpurcd to a<lwKalc cilhcr positilm here, yet 
I am ..:onviru.:cll of the int:rcdiblc significance 
of the issue, A wrong decision. in either 
Jirccli1m. wit! have lrcmcndous rmnifo:ations 
on !he slate of the Jewish nation. On the pnc 
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Mf ffiena•,; naniet11J(you inJ:11111 . have • 
su.es,.<:4) j•Gbd .. 11t~ou.s~ we "'"Y n9t !l<li 
o>i\ it,. ~11/f pbi;hae, ,.,~.O!aY ~Qt .7ve11 c~n

.• sciottslyre.aH~e it;we .. all j):p.di<l ayoill.lJcl<I; 
• an/f, tp •.•iflllifjc;,nt<l~te,nt, we are all~ lit; 

tie ernliarrass¢lJ·t,yQod: ··· 
, .. -.:"..<'<·.:>·/.·.·:/ ':·>i\_.·J.·} 

vher~arectwq fypes. of ''"'ostcasu~I •~· 
_pe __ d~~G?ifi1<.tJt~ _l_if,~r.~f:t~e:· fypjcaf •. 'tnodem:, 
C>rthod<!)\Jew,Whjch I believe. wlU plage in 
bold_. rel.ief:~~;:_pre~is_e.· .. ?atpre· .ofQ~r·e111Q~.r.~ 
•fll~se(I /\Qd UIJCOmfottible attitude towards 
God. • 

T),efjfS{gen~tally takes place on S~nday • 
momi11g. tlopefidly, y.iu've 11one to IIJinyat!. 
You. return.homeand, .. as youtlatbreakf~st 
a.nd skimyou_rN'/!' fo.rlc Times; Yfl\l absent' 
min_deQ__IY· turp --~-n-_tb.~· .· t~l.c;vi~i_on,. and_:_ th~_re 
they .are.•~. resonantly blloming and 
Pf<\ach.in,g c,., PatRoberl$on, JitnlllY Swag, 
gart and J~rry FaJ..,elL As_Jim,IOYO•Jerry 
~y to'.- _):'q~ _ fro1n--your _teJevisiqn -~~t. j-

1?-Ay 
friends; I wanty'all tg bting God into your. 
li~es_. qod--_Cti_r~ :ttiak~-,a _diffe~_nce._- Go,d 'cai:i 
noak.e y<>u. feel beuer., . .God. c~n bring you 

,, __ pe_~t:e-~n(f~rqitmy\ God _ca_-~,h~Jp-y9_u ~top 
· drin~ing. ThcJ,or(I c_,m- iive you J b~tt.er 

m~n:!~ge:,J_µ_st,ac<;~J;'~j~H1nd_ bri~g, HinrilJ-: 
to your heart. The _Lon) Jew~ saves," 

ll;nd, i.f Y<l~ 're.a 11\Q(iem, Orlllod(!x Jew, 
. you'll laugh: llut, ifyou're hOIJOS\tthe 

laughter \Viii b~ slightly ner.:Qus .. You'll~ 
r~puls¢ll.by•the.qbvious grandsta~ding, ap
parent .insjncerity. a.nd the ·reP<lafl'd .. appe,i/s 
for donations tQ the Lord. Of course., your. 
_Jewis_h in~tdti,,OP '¥_ill -rea~~ :n~gatively J°-,_-~e 
inyO(;at~~-n_ 9£,-Jesus-_as_,the -Sa~io~'. _13\lt-the 
underlying emotiQn w.ill ~ an fotense feel· 
ing of discomfiture.. That discom,fort was 
~urn~ u~ for me' ~veral __ years ago,_ a~ter 
gixing a Spee!'h Shabbat morning in Norfolk 
Virginia,. n.ot.two •miles •from. the .head· 
qu_arters of the Christian evangelist, .. Pat 
Robertson, After. the sermon. a Virginia 
gentleman· approach ell .. me. and said with 
·charmmg &outhern gra~e, ''Ral:>bi, I like 
yoµrstyl~." I should have OGcepted th~ COO)c 

plimenl.gradously. However, 1:Jeing young, 
I.asked him, uTell me, !'lease, whatdid you 
like about the s~h?'''' Well, Rabbi.'' he 
said- to,-m_er_ ''you're- not li~e that Chri~tian 
fellow, Pat Ro~rtson. All tie ever does. is 
talk about God. You talkaboutreligion." l 
was devastated, and I immediately (mew that 
I ,Was doing_ SQmetbing- very ,'wrong; and, 
although I am not enam9red of:him, Pat 
_Robertso'n was doin'g _something right. 

The second experience takes place.in the 
context <?f our \!baling~ and di;d_ogues with 
recent retumees toJu~aism · baalei teskuva. 
We all kOQw that tl)e /J/)al teshuva rnak~ the 
Americlll) li~ral, from birth, mode':" Or· 
thodox Jew uncomfQt1,1ble, BaaleUeshuva 
are too religious. All they <j~ is ta.lk about 
God-aU tti_e t_ime~_ Gan you imagine invitipg
.a baa/ tes/luvafor Shabbat.lunch an.d listen
ing, _ to_ h_im/~~r _ des~ribe, their eCs_tatic 
reljgious experi~nce and their foeHngs of 
closeness to God during the. M_usaf service. 
You can imagine the. covert glances exchang
_e<f be_tw~~ _ y~ur 9th'er __ -g~esti,. _Who is this 
pef!lon? One of the fifSt signs oJ the proper 
acclimati.on and adjustment of the baal 
teshuvt1 is when he stops talking about Gqd 

.. 
ijgd .feligiQ\1$ ex(l\'ri¢qc~, .• al) (lte.time••n<l 
litafl:• M!<;ipg. awut .,·.re;11 Jew Joh .issues,,, 

}n fa,;t,.the dlff~rill$\J><!FS('!l<'liyes Qf·~ 
!Wif. leJ~ffwt ?Jl/l t)le ~ ftli,n birth. Or, 
tbQdo• .f"VJ.>!Ve .amu!)I) \I:. li.rger <JU,s!i!lO of .. • 
Blbli""' "~e~sis, parti~larJy Mil relell?!l(O 
11t;,· .inlel'Jlretat\on of r spe~lflc v~~. !lie < 
.T,;,t;ib li3Y~- "An4 diese woidswlrlc.h I com, 
mijna yon tod~y_ ,ih<lll_ ~ 1>0, ~!IU n,eans: • .'' 
.Th~ teyword js.''~y:•' 1'he~ fr!!lll_ 
blr1:1un,.,rprets .th• "'"rd' ·1o4ay'' 1.n ~ !<Jill$ 
oftlw "'9111.an from M«insey who was com, 
fort~)>~ h~r .hu~d \llf th~ nig~1 o(the 

J H 

ff4¥#rihl, llle !ilbllca!.booi<;wbll;b ~ 
lh.r,!,<lllll~rael relati\>n~hiJI in ca~o~ gf 
~i<>11;Jrid se11~iility,rrom tb~<"lffl)O; Rii!).. 
.bi Al\lva J~i~ted. Jli,weyi,r, dlll! :' ll;U .~ 
!,ibl/1:l!l bllobarelwly' llut,Sldr lldBl!irim 
1, Hl!IY: gf Holies.,. 

, t!i.f.(19'.'lMl!• r~lillio~iP l!lu!l(jljO fl!l'r 
!l1ona1e.at lfil Ycelj'. core. ;And al~Mif> 
fers qU.ll itati•~Jy from IIAmlln paull)!IJ!tti, 
~~~?''~-! -;_,qc _J~~c ,is-_~l~r,;_ Th~ ~osVM3ll: 
r.~1/lri<!~ship i• "~rtainly l!Ot. 1e11, inte~,.; 
~an!lugor pl~l!ll!llbre duin !he hU!lllit/SCI!' 
!1!00 !lXPl7ie1lte, The~UI\Wle<ffl~i•rl 

''l;t11bbJ:, yoµt,., _no.tlitepal 
Robel'!s(»n. Aft t,e ever.does· is 

... t~lk aboCJt .. qo~. 
You .. tatl< aJ:)c,111 n,ligton .. 'i, 

~asso,ver,sed~T., ''(ou-- see_~ -'_tb'1s' W<?ffiiilf ~--·, 
just built. a Jl{)()I in heLbac\yard, anqwas 
plen~ing an . extrayagank Bur-~itzva.h' 
celebration for .the following year. She heard 
her _husl>a.nd singing, '-'Next year in ,em~·~Jll: Ne_Xt_ Y~--in ~enisatem~: ', ShC was 
aghast .at the prospec.tJ 1. !ll.ean. afietalL, .. At 
Which point her~usbard reassured her an<l 
said, "J;>on'tworry, honey: i(s_ju~t ~ song._-~. 
So. when the frum f,om Iii/th read.s the verse 
which .says, God com1<>anded and spoke to 
you, '.'toQay/'--he:rea~ts by_ S)JY,ing,-_','Don,'t 
worry; don't overreact. Ifs just words:· 

The /J/)al . !(~~~~ ~p~er~.\a)"ls that. ~ 
.verse 111eans prec~!y wltat jt Sliys, Every 
day is fille<I w/thoppartunities to. ;lm,pse the 
numinous ao.d toHJenµly hear an.d res[l<lll!I 
to God'.s voi.ce, In effect, aU ofJudafsnr is 
the_ -se~si,tizi~g: ,of Qur -~ulties,-atlowh~g -u~: 
to respond to Go!l's ,all. 

Autheilti_c ~U4ai~~'. 'JO _-,C<>O,t~istin~tio_~_--to 
Nietzsche and his oliermensch arid. in radical 
d_eparture '_--from:·:_ Sa_r;tre::_-: and- ,'_,,his' _ an~_ 
throphilosphy, js a theocentric •~¥em whic)l 
definitionally locates Ood in capit;d letters · 
af the-_cen~r-Of _its uni~effle-_ W~ ~ Je~s:_-rps_is_t
\Vith e~ery fiber .if Otl.r religiQUS _being the. 
impulse to, in the words of the gre<lt. pre• 
Socratic thinker Hercalitus; '. 'fashion God in 

Alas, mypoor, 
· 10.nely anct 
abangoned 

friend 

our image.'' Rather, the Tor;ih (!emands as 
its ca~gori<;al imperative ofactjon, ''and you 
shall ,_~3-1~--Jn __ His_- -~ays:,-', i~~- _ we- \TIUS_t 
fashiol) our beings-iµ-Qcxi_'s, image. The _ve~ 
further,cri_t;5-o_pt i~ -~ter~:momy._ ~~x 011-shaIJ 
knc,w the.Lord yourQod." "Kn<iw" in the 
biblical phrase certainly does not mean less 
t_han c_?g,nitive_ app_r~h~nsion- pf the Divi_ne; 
~n f.ict, -it _mean_s mlJCh)nore,- K_nowlerlge in 
biblic.al Hebrew implies a relatjonship of in· 
finit~ly more profound depth than .. mere 
)Qgical apprehension .. Knowledge is u.sed. in 
the same manner.of !he Genesls text: "And 
Adam ,knew -Cha_vah. -his -¥!'.ife, '' to imply 
intimacy. 

Th.e Ra.bbis. sought .to . e•clude Shir 

a)~iere!lectioh ofth.e GO<Jit,iail enco~nll:r, 
In fact per~nnlal Jewish wisdom ha~ •!ways 
viewed _-:~~c, _ ,01antv.:-9man __ e,x~rienc~:',_ a~ 
pr~paratory for-t_h~ Man/Gf>d_ r~Jatiott~hip-; 
~faim?n~des-_uses r:nan~_s passion_ for woman 
~l~ __ tlje _-"<lcscriptiv_c model 'for tht 
qu-m&n/D_iv,ine _m~_eting, 

The central credo, the.word upon \Vhich 
J_uda_i~m_ris_es_-Qr falls is_not_et,hic!.,9_r m!)rali~ 
_ty ._ -no:t -CVt"- social justice or gOQd -deeds. 
)m;faism-- -_is_, defined- ncith~r' 'in terins- Qf 

c_7remonies an_d rhu_als_~ Bar or _l3_at M,,i(zV(iljs.
h.qlldays or haflowed customs: The: major 
_Jewish !ll()ti(, whifh defi'/'!s 11\\<l e11~0)
passes alt. th~ aforeO)entllo.ne4 .· ideas, is 
re_velation. 

God, in or(ler 10 be not only the. 1>bject of 
reyeie_flc¢ but a_ls_oJhe s~bjec;t of'rele\iaJice,, 
must reveal. Himself. Jf God }!>. essentially 
h,~de~;: if :we c'an_~ot knQ\Y_-flim n_w: ~-Him 
in any\\lay, then we cannot be obligated to 
_Him, c1nd we-can-haye_no rel11tio.Q8i!ip, with 
Him;: .IfGoo has no concreJe reality, then we 
cannot touch .Him; most critically,· if God 
dOOS:fmrspeilk wt; citollot hear Him 110rcan_ 
we b~_-_e}'pec_ted, ro listen. 

'rh~s;_ 'Judai_sm,_ which-_ sees thf tel(}S ot 
huma,n,, existence: _within the __ framewqdc of 
retati_onships;: aq.d whic:1,1 understarids the 
realtionsip .par excellen~e ro be. 1.he 
_Divin_e/~n,encounter,-mUs,t_Jlold reve~,iol1 
to be th~ only meaningjµI religious coneept. 

Thus. perhaps the . most relevant bibl.ical 
verses - in modern_ity are those __ in 
Deuteronomy which describe !fle_Sin.i,;iticex:. 
perierice _as the·-'. 'great voi,ce whicl;t-dld _not 
cease (kol gad!)/ veto yasaj)." Rashi ex· 
pl~ins, i.t did.not cease because God continues 
to. speak and reveal himself througho~tthe 
hi_storicat q:>ntinuu_m. _It was Rashi e,tplain
ing the b.iblical verse \\'ho sets ~p .the. idtla 
of-conth:molls divine revelati9n as beingJlt 
the heart .of the Jewish ~ystem. 

To punctiliously fulfjll th~ minute re
quirements of, r_itual)udais"1_ -iq _a ~n_ner 
di~?rced frpm the commanding::God)_s __ a 
mockery of th~ Jewish_ id~., To :~tu_re -a_s_ 
Jew~ and not at least SC!'lse-our Qbli~ation-tp 
tryand become God-intoxi.cated i~ a blatant 
sham.We wou.lddo well. inoµrpersonaland 
c_o_mmunal lives to put God back Qn th~ agen
da_ and to' rt!iqtrod_u~e-him as th~ 010tive force 
in_ o_ur HvCs_. -Pir:haps -then _we 'would_ be-:able 
to create a _so_c_iety _w~ic:h wo1.d_d provoke-the 
laud_atory ~xda,:rn,tfion_;, "~WhQ is like your 
nation Israel. one- uri.ique people upon t_he 
earth." 



~fs.u~ > 
a:fl!l Jhe!"~ arl' U!\iql)<'lY hu~tj(l,lasl!,w, 
!~?; I'll· }1l/, ~$1'"'. ~latecl ,a.t 
b!ifore ()De ¢o!il<! !l\!v~ toa jltgh'i" .{eye! 

/IIIO!ive,· hel)l!!stfi~ Slllisfy liismQre l!~ic 
~ (M'!1'!d\V,l~7. ~,91!}, 
This new ~b t,e,f.i"/eJlPJll!i?r ~~. 
~dt\>logistswh°' "'e',1'· ~~· <lfexis!iftJl 
.lli!'<ltjes .. llf&,"~W•·Jll\(! re)'.QIUti!lniud 

· fields. ~,mg f~ diiti<;al the~ to p-,r' 
so~i;eJ·!ffll.,ag~nt., 'O!er'W~ l!ll~ill
lo ~rneu;~ .J'O'Vff .Qf :,elf,llJQti'/11ti~n .. 
~~of its~ infll!eD1:el!u11111nistn · 
Clj!Jll: lo l>e ~n. ~ ~ch9!qgy's "lh.inl 
fo~;'' \•·.···· ... •·. 

llis ~!lglo!IQ!et1ii!tawn~ 
of ~lo••./ ~I .I~· $<>19yeitclill<, 
d~e~~~':'!!5.a11~ at~· 
!he.~.li~}~"l", while. Pw~ 
M"'~~vi-J.·· ~ IJi!,<lry frQtn,.elinical 
~~. ft/lllbi ~v~j\<,~iJ< deriv¢ llis · 
fron\l!O ~eg~i .•. 9f Ille •. ~~· ,:,f Gene.is .. 
Ji!i• '.$Y~lll;@~ i!lll~il!¢·~··i4~ lllllt 
wllile.tuil.~s.~._.ill, Ii\} is~l!in
fhl~bYll"f !J!W~i\>!J of li\libiok,igical 
.~· fll!iril!!t!I !Jeeds. Jt fven,h11S a b~lllrehy 
of~si!lt\~po ijllslo\V'.s. 

~~~~i!ellik.i~.lbe)lll!)'!)l]e 
oflbe I\Vl>,~ilJtl,;\~,ivr,•lil~ of 
~'$ ~m'1JO ~~idjdcthe d\lalify ... <lf 

• f!11!!1'.J,.!l',1'¥~~·~11l81\'S 
.f;i!?.l!lp:al~,.'f'!tlle'llw>~·s!Pry· 
~~ ... IW#·~ltal~ •. 11i!Jl!!lliql 

•.• $ ~/k • h!~w'llb;lbe "~, 
llcln 9'•.!11!1111111 ~lit ~•ei~. 

.~·lhi'1ll 
of ~~~t. an!ltxle~; <11cli aspil.'•i .. j,e;;'.: 
pltor wil4."1i\nplls.'l'ltel)!:!o11gil)g'l!J1dli,ve 
.ne!i<II btj\l~~gfll'~een!he°"!ll0tiv¢s 
and. the\ ""'.taneeds J811!>1her won! ftl~ 
J1aslow's O.motivei;) ~ndin, Hl79, pg. 
3.5~)- .. ·• ... ··.· ... · · • > , 
•.. Ri!bbi Solc~eitdlik also F" .beJ,ngin; 
-,1.s as!he intel'!ill(;~~ o.f rnan'.s.bK1l911icld 
and ~)lllY•fal !)eeds,J:~ii!sfall<'<i, in the 
slQry .pf biological tnlin'nr,:aiion; th~'J7or11h 
s,ieats . of ~le ;10!1 female, ''iai'har 
u.'n.,~Vfl,'.' /efelrl,n!l ~tric(IY. ,to !he\r 
physical~ st,JUUll llSpecls (~hi, Cl!'llesiS 
1:27), F'!tbiological !ll!ln the enly. !")IDI"!

Y.•ic/!l .~el. Jn~ 
~that~! 

corn~y.Hi!we~r,thisi/'n!)t~fli~~lfQr 
~Y.si<;alrnat1;wb!)~sJl!Prellll!iijul!t 
the J!ltysical 11~n"l' .of iulQl!'er t()fu.1~.ll his 
-,Ifor<;o!l1plllli<,nsflip:·t1"'."·El,Jlwri·~ 
'fo_rJ~-6--a wife~:~,~ W01'.d,'\V~~~ CO~notes 
a ~re spiritual, . ~~l <\\Iati,op.st,.ip. <R: 
Solovelichjl., J971, ffi· 68). fu\be (i,:st <:rea, 
fiPO.~'!!J·. rep~nted th.e fillfillim,pt of 
i\dam's ~ for pJ:iysical .and sex!!al 
COIDPallkl!!Ship, ··. · ..• ·· ..•...... ·.··· 

Me!l!l'fiYo~iclihnan~ .. a ~ifferi:nt~rl "f 
lo111>lin~, one which ~ ~n:s i>b>'•iql 
~resenc\:.alp~ l".~!I not ".liti~fy. Apen;pil.<:an 
f¢l 1Qllel)' ~en in die .!1'~~ of Ti~s 
$q\tare; the c~$ miiy .. Ollly llll!l,;e his 
forlorn. co11(litio~ mo"'inte~se, • This is ~ 
loneliness.of~ysical·Jlll!ll,·.and,19'l'Url' 
this;•qod ID;l\lellJMa ··ma~."a'"w,~·· 
(a S<lCjat or <ith.ical {elaril>Jlsl,ljp whl!;h 
~ellds the phyI~ ai,<1. seXIJlll) at, 
.Sol<1~ei1t:hJ~.1971, ~. ~); ·.'. 
~ ~t'":vejjn ~lo.w', ~.i.e~y js 

!llll0'•~.#4•· l;ilisi~!he~IJla,n 
~.(O~pre llolb.hlsQW~S!llf•~~. 
lhe.respelll;<1f.odlers, One wa¥ lo do lhis:is 

n~-~iiX_\~f-:~i~!~:il¢ai~-;-:_:-1~?:l:~,ipg~--- _(,6),_ 
· Tlie~~S\'59pliistjcat~l~vel o.f J110tiv.atiQ11 

actot'dinJll~ )l-las.lQW. is;~lf:.a~tuali;tion; 
Self-actualizatiQq. is t~e desire .I(> Jl~.rsue a 
liiJl!tr oblij,lati<>n, .. ·.I:!<¥·. ii. .irulll,: .. beauty or 
religion,N ,.,lf"!Ct(!•ljzing Jndividual is ,.,Jf
J\10tiyat¢; ''dQingh~ own thing/'• dis~a~, 
dinl,9-~-ts1-~~ ln1-}u_~~ces.-.:Th_efefQ'rf -~~. ~If: 
actualized !"'!'Ille .intl1is ,vorld. bf,l1>ng to an 
UllC!>Dltn.OOli:•OXCfl!Siy¢ fello,vshil?.N!aslOW 
li$!f• few of the ~e WI\ODl he cooside.-s 
19 have ~lf<actuaH,reii., inc\udin!llle¢lho~OJ1,. 
l,instein,. (,and~i a~d l>la~in. Lu.ther King. 
.F11r J\lOstpeople, IJQ\.Vever,self~t11alip!Jion 
1_$_: _o~tJY-' ''f ,g~qt _t()_' _,{i_trive: :tor. --~-~{ --~ i~·~HtY 
(TaJlem. 19'(8, 11.g. 1!2}, ..... •' .. ·· /. 

8abl!i · Soloyeitcllik :<level.ops a C?"S•PI 
so.rnewh~diffe,..nt. f~m.self-act~~Ji~.tioi,in. 
~tnu:m!'e, b~tve~csimil~tinsubstanli¢.'.He 
agreeslh;!tuJtirua)elyape~n~i,..s topur~ 
s,Je 8 g~aJ,whjch transce~s his 0-.\<D ft~S, 
However:_ ·w~s Masi.ow-felt thaHhis.mis
sion:·must c?me.from within,hi~lf, Rlll!~i 
S<iloveitclJ*fcel!i; th~ mission•has a,~1>1):e • 
outside of on~lf, ,GQd. G9d insilllf in 
e~ffYQ~Jl{l _inst,inflt:'ClJimi~~j_Qn_'t? 5'.C'fV~:.H,•JO 
thr9l)gh tfi~-~r:~orn:an<:e:Qf__His ·c()_m~nand_r < 

!""•••,In the wolils.ofthe.prophet Jer~rniah: 

~darn Ind IN~ 's ~i~ip°' f,~,n ~09.W/IS 
tqnot~tfu)IJl.lltf•;r~<ifJi:!11>~,sr·~ 
.the)'· ~llol""".~1 '"'IJl<;Dl .. to,~~t1ee;tllei.n1o.ear. 
or,t~~ tree., t\K,y fail~jn tll~ir 11:fss\011,1111(1 ·· 
ho~failedina~lizin!l•tli~irP<>.fl>~ti~l.f.t 
this jloJntan?'he~<lifler1mceool)"een •. ~. IW<l 
oPi.nio.ns·arises.'..Befo,..the:.sin•tlieco.rru~··· 

}·_-l'i_pg_.i{i~U~fici~\~~thu~•~_i'C~~~-fi~--~!
thesl/ake) l"a•on!tex~~LHowe!er,all!ir 
the--sh~: m_a)l __ -~lim_~, tQ, 1'nt,W-'e~_if_-~·'a_D_jn1R,i_
sk part of him~lf (~ashi, Genesis J:!>· 
~h>_\V--- i~ -~01,1.~tr~J·Jl~-~-'.~~ric_tlr,·:in.: 
he,:entlyg~. andtlrat<>nlyas artsull pf 
the pressµr.es of. SQfi•t)' is .IJ• de)>~; •..... 

(;ertajnly the. !W<> !lleor~s •. altfu)ugli )Kll 
identi.~a.l;.·art;·.qµil~ cornpar;1ble. They..shart 
a. sindla~ t.,ul~Jiy o,f need, accon~or«)all(e 
on )he .issue of.fre~wi!l. and a mutual rec:pgni· 
tiori of ~an\ h~m8!1il¥· 'f.he I\IIO 1nen 
~isagr.1re- o~;t_l}e}ssu~s o.f:th~ .. fo'-"e~\~.ti_v_t:5i 
and self·llC~ll~i?n,."".hile~lo":'.fe~ that 
t~t l_ack: ·Qf -f~lfi!lrn_e_nt_ pf._ :be_ --mo~ .. b:asi_c; 
motives eliDljnatc,~the po1sibility .for fu~r 
gn>wtl! •. Ral>bi Soloveii,;hik ~s t.hetn as. 
fai,;1j1a1i,rg furtj,er gn,wlft, llj}tas a lll'~'i'!IY• 
prerequisite ... · On the .is~ue of ·.seu: 
a<:tuatiwtion, l\.1aslow ,;aw the need it.selfas 
instinct!liilbut·nottheobject. Rabbi Solov~i10 

chik. sees both. the need an\! thepbject as 
-s~eJJl~i.Q;·: _':fro_.f\l-- __ i_nte_r~_~I_ .. -~:~_in~t_TI)c.t!f:~:: or 
dri\'es,.J'),isp,te!liese 1ncongn,i1ties ii is still 
i_ntr_ig!J_!ng·_:-th?t two_._·_~1efl _ftofll· s_uch_;diyerse 
lields, Maslmy. a psychologist; and ~bbi 
_S~.l9V~i.t~~-ik..---.:t-tiicQi~~i_ari. shquld arr-i_ve·a_t 
~uch simiJ~r conclt1sio.r:is; 
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•. ~Yc~p;~GAttN :The, story. ?f p~vid and·.·,Batshe,ya; 
~rjiS~n.\S ~ne ~f ·.Ill~ and 

. ~iii.;; l!ici\!eiitsJn/ :Ii 
r~o~~tiv'i#, 
~t:o~QJ~des1f!at 
~itlI~ars~ev~: i!O'hm!'ef2,13, Davili,ad
~-i_tf,~~)~~ ! ~s?1~~:~s~_~rfl,:~nc·mi ~,~-:a~>:. 
sugg¢s.tfo~ ,,f'inn~n"!! ~eem~ absurd. 

HOW~f~r;ti)!''f<!Mr:his,nol ''j\lSJ.anothet 
~y'eJ,'\ 11,0d o,vici .i.S0not ''j!J~f?R<!IIJ~r per~ 
$JI!''\ T~e·T',""'cb is_ the .eiern,tl-\)on(I bet-

..• ·· weemll~l!em~nilBn,I }'Israel, .•~.d Pavi<l 
is''Mrltkli a/ l«il fi$!'9el .' · . How. dops on~ 
.appma.hsuchli®f!illy.dist.urbi_ng i11cident 
!X)ncernipg t!t• holk,r .otourpeople ia th~ 
!loliesfo[ our book~1 .... > . · .. · .. • • ·•·· · 
· T"'" di~ti.n~t ap!lr<l;tches to tl!if l'robletn 
)!ave :<!ev~\~ped: Jh~ ;\barb\lll.el .~d .the 
Malbi!)l !!~rdiffep11g viey,son thi.sis~u7. 
'Fl)e:..oe c.l~iai1:t:o!)linentatoi's musth!lllclle the 
T~i:~•tj''.~:~ttP~ v"."1:11r_t.· -'~:·~h~! ~-~·t.¾e 
v~rdl¢t~a4~f .'!Wb~er says Pav id sinned 
i_s.:11ll~.~-,,r.:1t-seen1.~,'th~t: tl)e ~-o~en,ti,l~nr 
w!)itl<I ha.y~ to shaJ)e .their idea~ to ~mplimen~ tlloser,lf ~al.:-c,; Pavid!)liIS!emerge 
w,scajlled.m,dcunllleroished. 
.. ~" ra<Jic;i!.app!'cJach of ihe A:barbl"lel ex
~~· .!\le tflougbts we w~'.e afraid .tover
bl!lize:. The l\tiai>b~~el somey,.ha,t defiandy 

.· ilecl;i'q:s, ','Neel. better saying David .sinned 

/ ••...•. ~Y:,R9~E~'f KL4}'PEJl 
.fQ~i> .li'.Matl~;Jhe ph,r;,se.-fl)lls so tripJ>c 

i11i;1xofHh~ t<Jng°'e tha~ it seem• lite a_o ex
e:r~S~i_g_n 9~. et_er,ii_al>~µ~h~ :~n_d'y,_~_t,: th_er~ .. are 
thosewhQ .argq~ .thatitis .na~gh! but a d1Stpr
\ion . <lf: TPrah U'.Maijim9~. a l'Ol'"lar 
Brooklyn p!iilpsophy ~QJitim~s ~n~wn as 
To_~~: J.f-~TOUftJ: Sqipe .ey~ .. ar_g~e _t~at:ii is, ·, 
jq_st_:~.? -~u.a~· for the ~.00~.· .. ~: pn?tpin~nt 9r:s_ 
th,odw,.rab!>i c/ai01¢ .. thatJorah .. U'Madais 
but th~first~4'1'.i"'l"l .<>ngoi9gh.istoricatp,_-o
c°:'s~ he stated !hilt .it woul<I eve~tually .be 
11/t>la'Ced lly '~ada U'Tor~·· •119 finally, 
!>'.)>iin(lt hamashm(!h, by ''.Madu• Torah .. " 
Modem ~bofor~ Mve claimed that Torah 
U'.M)lfla.is.npt onephrase,at all, b~(rather 
two divergent iclea~ joi~.ed by a red.actor. 
\Vitti which a.bdhow. !)lany o.fthese.thoories 

aJdret~.~~. ~.in s~~~~unglll~tb<;!licl n~ 
~i~ ·1!1. alf; the words d(Cli{wi! W)!hflllliletil"'I 
exegesis;'' a;e fl.aims: ·~ l sha)I not. respond 
to tliem,'.' Futtbeiyt.i>re, tRabhj X~huda 
HaNa.ssi !liiS1:ott5t',"ed tile incmefl\' due to his 
rellilio~tol)av)d,•fl!therf11":' l?eingtfli.th(IJI, 
a~d I }ViH not OO,Jit¥:ict .the silll!'le trµth . ." 
T~e A:b_ar\',~•I,, 'lifusi.~g to ig!lqre Iii$ ~r· 

111,,,,#:,0(~1~1~1 
CJ~,. ~if tc.,~icalJn
arz1,qu~91e,, .ve 
learn from them. 

sonalsen.;;orth~\n\tli."felt th:itiftetalmlld 
represen\Sabiasedopinionjnfavor ~fDavid· 
arid.· avoidecl> the truth • by p,:oclaiming his 
innOC~nc~i-. ·. ~ ..... ·.:< ">< <·: . , 

The Malbim 's appJUach .differs shaf111Y. 
He dedares: "Witba 11r0Per hashkafa ~n~ 
is forceq to agree with Cha?f'/:'\!he dil~m, 
ma he·:cJ_;tiJll~ .. .is:how ~n~-:~ust _£le81,-'withJhe 
words of C/wull. The l\;lalbim maintains a 

co~cep! pf the. jntr1ru;j6 tru!h \lf pt.,,..,/ 
Cho/,JI, regal'dless of his own per,;c;!"'t 
beliefs. 

'fhe t.1i!IJ!itn'S appro';,c~ ~~ov~ QJliny 
obyio~s l\dvantaies. A:san e~ten.•li!n ofoqr 
role11SOrl4gofo/lour•l~ts~oul<jbfrol¢ 
mO!l.els . for all mankind: If a C!JITl!f<llllalot 
!)lanag!'8 to.preserye a 1.~er's reputll\io&in. 
the eyes of the worl~,; his 1cfforts are l!Qble 
and ?ii: !)lotives.v.alijl. Jtmu/lat .~ 
is ::~fut~stimp<nt~~~e; ·_we.r:n~~fl_i~e .. by. __ ~e 
words pf Chazal and miv,"J!o unqersta11d 
then,. Once Chazal proclaitns David's in
_nocen_ce,. we c.a~~-91 que;sti~Jl,~e jqtfgment 
- we must s.(mply ,explai11 it: 

There .are, however; ~(\y,mtages in th.e ap, 
pro~ch • of Jhe.A:barb~nel ... Thrpuglt1>.ut .the 
ages, historians were bafti.~ by the absence 
Qf his/oricalrecot\ls Pll.ring the pe,-iod o.f Yet> 
:r,iatM.i/,raim. TheEgyppa.ns,,i.t was reaS<>n
ed, cared Qnly about how .lhe wo.rld · would 
~{~e-w_. -~i_C~~ ·_:~_~>:t:· .. :ii~*-.".,.thC. tr'~t~,' -Th~y 
deliberat\:ly. tainted history .in thelr favor, 
hidiJ)g their valleys. and·. exposing their 
glorious pyra!)li~s. Jud;,i,sm i$ diffetent..:. 
t-~°-e,,,we are· ~h'eAm._:-Segula!t. ·but.<>ur-iu1t_ion 
consists of fallible.hu!llan beit)gs: OUr!lisk>ry 
~as its peaks; but also its pitf,ills;-Oui aliiH
ty to receive ~TornhdicJ11otl)reclllde~c 
ing a, golden calf .. We admire th~ viriues pf 
qur leader&; but.realize their weaknesses. We 

i QO.IIOI !l>)Ntile OUf hi$tlJty; ln$~ad of ft~g 
our inadequMfe!l 'Ne lea!)l. ~,m tbem; ~Id 
.llilled .. Goliath ... , wIOte.Te .. hilli. • m. , ·1wn«t_ .· . . . T~.·. • 
<fay ~nd .~slit, but.he did siQ;Davi<l wa~ /;.···.·.·.•.• 
not~~ angel;be was a hulfiijr bei% J>ei,plt, Ill\ 
ll~Je. with human problems,· a/Id tty .Id .1. · overcome th"'1'· Jnstej!d of tr~~g Davld"s •· · ·. 
~_i~ ~ a ble!Jlish.on ou(.hisJory, ii~ he ·· ... ·. 
1ransfof!)led. into a SOUN!> of iJ)~H111ion for • 
K/plfisrnel, Just !IS P11vid sinlled an4. W~~ .• ~ ... • 
able to return to ~is\tegal Stalllfi,.SC!eve'ry,Je\\l .f 
can retlll'fl, Un~rstali<ling the Abllrf1anel ~ 
this way~nswei, the following prnlil¢m; The · .. I""'.' .. ·· 

T~Jmud proves DaVcifs innQ<;e~"" !>Y~iling . 
!he passage; <!"aHndbPavi,:I ~:thsuhcce1: •':{"Tlhein •. ,· ..•• · .. every y,~y an as em, wasw, m.. > . 
Tal!)lud as~s. t:pUld theS/rec/li!,,, real!~ ha!~ 
restedonP~vid ifhe~d~n.asin.lli~'.J.'hl, ~ 
Ab,arbanel couid no\V ~nsw~r that the )Nhole 
lesson Jeafl!ed fCO!)l Oavid's. Jin is .. that 
Hasbem.dOl'.sn't abiin4on. !he,sinner; but·!\¢ 
~~~i~s _bi biih_$idC' n_cwiU~ih'i.~. 0~,: ret\i;~ 

Just as Jla.shern did not abanil!l~ Q~vid in 
hi.s hour. of need, so toJ,e wjH. IIOtabandon 
any Jew, .seeking to \lo {tsh1f.Wlh: Thi$ 
u~~erstanding of David i~ C/)~tibl,e ,.,;th 

• th~.y,ordsofehm.a/tbat.iare, '.'.P•vi!lwa.s 
nqtworthy to ~in e~cept 11! tea!;h thdmpor
tance of TeshuV111t.:.· May.}hIB inspi(~tion 
gained fr{)tn David lt;a.d I\) the co!)l.ing of 
Mashiach hen David: fJ/mhera bey1Pt1enu.. 

Toralt'.··itJ' ? 
• '·,', ... '' ·.'' :./·"_·.-,: ,' 

does· th~··:ttiit.h He?:/?n_e_J){)~n_ti~l )i_ource_.Of 
in_fo~a~io~ .is_ tbC?·tn9~eJn sta~~bearer of 
TQrah l/'Macla: Yeslliva Uniyersity: 

At,JiJ:st gt_a,nce-, _a,-analys_is_ -~f Y; U<see·rt1s 
to iJ)di~.that'.forah U'Ma~is'just'l!'other 
n~e: !or TQTTJh' u:~clmmon; .the .. ~FC9.un.ti_ng_ 
depa'!'J'<~\ i~ pye"',rqwdt,d, aµd pla11,;: fof a 
tmsin~S, $,c?ooJ_:· We~~ .. ' ree~nti_y,. .. ~npoun_~.'. 
There.are even,rumors,.th3~ ~-tud~n,ts taJc~-cer;. 
tain '·. igst.ructors. ' sole\y·· _becau_se,' -.11~~,Y,': .are 
reputed to .be easy gr;,ders. (1'111 .nC>t rnekobel, 
of course,),And in some Y ":"'iVl\ circles, get
ting into grad sch<X>l has repla!Oed the.acquisi, 
tion. ofk~owledge as thepritnegoalofa col
lege edu~tiqn.:Bu_t ,upon closer ~xami~ation 
on_e findS that:th~.fe 1$ an uruj~tgJUund:rtl()Ve~ 
ment. at Yeshiva, which beHeves · that IIJlit/a 
means knowledge. Some Tabnidei Hayeshiva 

have been caught a~tuaUy_ dofog the reacling 
for Survey of. Englisl\ l;jrerature and In, 
troduetior to fJJilosophy i .. and there is. a 
~mor. t1tai :~_Qt_.~ery?n~ .tak~~g- pQ):si.cs Jhis 
te"1J.IBpl)!·meq. l;a,;tweekJoyetheardastu, 
dent declareJln.a stai~,eU•he thl)ught w'.'5 
emety, ~ b!}Ju.re). tbat).11: n~.)f!nge~ Pr'illY1 
e.d aiiti-inteii~iualis!)l was a®Yl!cV di!roita .. 
An.d~)?On·still.doscrscrut(ny.onefjndgthat 
the .third ~ fourth sheetot mentioned above 
ar~·.also ·r~presente<J, here a!· .Y_.u~ -~e,have 
4s.chalta 4'geuia,uk,, trying .\o · bring .the 
redempti~n br 9uestioning the validity of 
l~ing 'forah or symbolically r~fµsing 19 
do so. fo~-a fe~. ho~rs>every _mQ_rni_n~~-.we 
nave people wl).o, when writiJ)g articles d.""1° 
ing withreligion;wm relu~to.engage iJ) the 
·•mada" practice pf eliminating d~ngljng 
rnodifierS. And so it seeins that . within 
Yeshiva_. U.niVersi~ -ilSf!lf ,t~e· ~, <=9:n~Sion 
exists as in:the. sch_olarty ~or1~: J'o:,as_C~r-, 
tail) the .true )lleaning of Torah U'Mada, 
tlJen, we shaU ·haye_,to .goJ)~(;:}c iQ,.ti_µ-i_e· to:.its 

attd Y'.U. was. f<)U11ded n\11 by a Torah 
U'Madaist but ra!her by a r<:ligious •l)lltchist. 
$diolern's view has the.adfied adya.nta~e of 
justifying the. chaotic thoo!o~I !late of 
presenHla.y Y .U ,In.any case .he has proven 
that' the roQts of Torah. U'Mada lie 
e!~}':liere, .. · .. • ....• 

Perh,ps the !llOSI interesting theory about 
th~ origin .of ToJ"lh :u'Mada c.Iairils .that it 
\1/_a.s ~1:n ~.s the.result .no_t_ofa redaction but 
rathe~ of a split: Prnpoo~nts of t.his theory 
ai~g_ree·~mong __ th_emselv~,; ~ -to t_he <;late _of 
th~trifl, with S!)me arguing that it began in 
the ~iddle Ages with ~at,bi SololllQO ben 
Ad.e.-eth'slim.ited ban<m Greek philosophy, 
an.dothe(S placin~ it in the late 1960's at the 
time of the Yeshiva 'University . charter 
change. The .latter shee/4 has some irnpor
tiui-,t irnplic3.~on~. for· ~rgttn)ents Stemming 

· f(oµI th.at split.. But the (ascinating thing 
at,out this th_epry is not its· explanation of 
present:.Jay hashkafat but rathe,- its view of 
Torah and Mada as essentially one, Th,, opi-

An Orth9do~ tal)bf claims that 
Torah U'ltf:1Jaa will be. replac. 
ed<l)y Maaa U'Jorah and, 

t#nally, by Nladua Torah 
h¢giI1Ilings ~ ~~d.''to.do,that~'.of ct>u'rs4!. ~¢ 
shall have to find out w!l!,n an.d who those 
were. 

Orte theory is.that Tdran. U'M;,da was 
deve~ by the founilerd Yeshiva Uni.ver
sity'. a niah-ideritified ~,Bernanf~e.ve.L This 
View believes that.the'll1,le ·meaning ofTo~h 
_U:'·Mad~. has.beefr lost with· the. fra~ITlen~a.-. 
rion of Y.U~~s hnshkafa, as lhcre_are n9 other 
soUtc.f's, -in .wb:ic~. to·· fi_nd -it. ·~rshom· 
Schole~ has disprov~·this.th~ory; thqugh. 
by establishing that th~ __ only Bernard Revel 
aliv.e at the rjme of Y.U, 's. birth w;i:s a Texas 
oihnan: •·Bernard &¢·ver,~ mUst ther(:"fofe be~ 
as ~hcilel11 (lai\TIS.' a.Sabbatian pseqd_ony_m. 

·piOn~· of course ._,.cai,inol be ~c~p_te<l· without 
e.vidence ... Some scholars. have argued. that 
such evidence· lies·. within .the Pentateuch 
itself, in thar text's use of.polis!J.ed lile_rary 
t.ec_hnique. This, opinion. however;:presup
poses the :il\clusio£1 qf Jiterarure in ·the 
categocy nf ··Mada;•_ - an inclusion that .has 
been. bitterly disputed, though the only 
losicaJ alternative seems to be i_~.!ndus_ion. 
within Torah, 'The same,dissensio,Q occurs 
r,Cga.rd_i,ri~. pb_ilosoPhJCal coriceptS · arid 
mythological srmbolS' i_n·-Tanach, h ~ems. 
then that _we .shall never be.- sure of the true 
T.UJ,L Wei!, vive le dijference1.An<J may 
the best mada win. 





,.a twenty-<1~Y~ old 
~ llQ; ,;lJ'anJ<:!c 10 the 

.. the sam1}jmoq1pon . 
. ffigl\~ll(!I: 

warijedlllm ... 
majored in 

ill · GO!llflU.ter 
~1arllf·· 

1tille fenc:ing 
R, and .. !'<:!"'• 
f!!"tlwl1Sf1!-

' )n 

.thel\i1~gleJ11;11~ inlhe'.8ritMi{!rqsij. My 
expe:~here/'.~GOnClUAAl, \!Jiave lr\l• 
ly ~ ~m~I ll!ld God• wjllmg will 
s•mein )lQO!l~~,ln lfu;.fllture as a 
mem~of Ille Je\rish ~u11ity." 
... Jo~•· .Holtalllf of 'lie.a~II •. JJ)C's 
twe.nty--iwo y~ old vale4icto$n, Js. also 
familiar .wilh :s,.aduation awuds;. be: w.as 
.s.aludito$n,of Prisdl Y~iva f,ligh.S<;h.ool, 
He, 100, =iv¥. a Ilelkin S<;holarship at 
Yc:sbivaOOJege; where.be J118jQred Jn.wm. 

' puter &Gie.o!1e&- Jonalhan WAS al'°' very &G

tive in the CompuSci. Society .aud has wod<
ed in a,;omputer firm Ille !MtfewSUlllmers'. 

, He plans to wi,rl< nei<i YW as a computer 
prog1111nmer and hopes evenlUalJy.to attend 
grad,iate &GhoQl in. the wmpl\ler field;, 
JOfllllhan ,q,ent his juniQr year at Yeshivat 
fl8"'il!'tar in Israel, an experienc,: Wl\il:h 
complemenred his 113C 111")1ll" in Tahnud: 
Jo~t!es(:ri~ the 113Cedw:l!lionalpro
llrain .as ·•11:iily 11.11i<iue," $paDDing ''.nqt on
ly Talmud. T(IIIQCli, lll!d Jewish philPSOPhy, 
bu.t alSQ modem lla/,Qqljc Jlrol!lems and 
psy~h~ical lhemesic H~. '' He adds 
thaHi:'.s a p~ where "one teams trad.itiQ,lal 
Talmudic aui.~. as well ais. lhoaecttf J:O\'· 
le!llflOrary !{ebrew cul111re. tlu\ght.bY:~ 
oflhe top ~olars in lhe.ir fields.'.',Jol!Slhan 
feels lhattbe smaJl~S$.Of me is l!!Udyan. 
ta.go.~. it fo&~ers cklse.~almld 
relaii~. He a~cbeel'.!' me·s ll:!l:"8f 
Hehrewaslhe~iclal!guJ1gCofiostm<llion. 
arguing ·.that fal!!iliari!Y 1¥ilh lhe la!i&uage 
''Gan OQ!y helpJhem (stwfents) as.tbeyGQn
lii\Qe in their loaming; ..... me, .. 1le GOii· 
clu<les, ··~vides o~ wilh bolh tbe skills 
a.nd cksire to f,irt!ler -one '.s Jewis!t 
~·'.. 

M:YP'~ Vllkdi!:t<>tian, ~nty.-lWQ Yllllf old 
~,Ml!M.oflt- G,!n!en 8i1Js, attend• 
ed MTA tor high sc:hool, ~.ij11nior lhere 
he was enr<llk:d lnllav. Willig'sl.'tlllege shillr. 

"111'-l Ml~siol!A)Y 
'M,l:i~ ~i't:'Y 
'IIU!!!I pio~s, ~·.~ .~~I,. ,1111,· of 
~ ~].Tlt•1* Y!>U li)~U. lhe. 

: .f!>r. ~i dil!i year a SIIC• 
S;O,'Y •. ·• .. . •... · 

111aii9.n waa ~ ii~t 
. IUll~;inla.i )'.~l''i ,~on; On\1e e~. 
the•liim:uliveC!i!lncll of s.o.Y.¥10 
{uitUl~i. ~n]il'ol!lifes, Qlir'fii'$t »- · 
itioll0!1,,~eillfof:~ye11rwas lilfo!'!n:~. 
M;;Y-Po.'C~~; ffiwugh wh~h·stu~ 
~rc,.gum,~y :with Rabbi Chllrlop, ~bi 
.Bljl!i ~11everal~~l'a{;l1111, rwoul!I 
l!ke;to tharlkMo~haiCo)len, Dav.id Hert,· 

· z~. ·~·.· ~uman ~·· Nalllili Harc:
sztarkfQr.•l"i<~ aa slliclellr~~liveii, · 
Aside trom lhe C<1ml!'iltee, I. alao ~ ln,. 

· )li\'.iilµally:with~i f.lln;un.,~iBl\1alllf 
• ~8'11>;1,.~op fu~>an4~1o·· 
. rc>a(!lve·~·specklt CQ~S of.M.J.P; 
';::Ii~': S' 

F1>l19\Yiq ~ftesh.man}eiir in YC, DanQY 
SMDt ,l'\!0' ye.sn .at .. Y<>sbi.VAt · Kerem 
B')'a•Mh:;Sjnce ~g to YU in l9&4,. 
he~ le.ai;ned i!l .aiY ~f#r'.s.~. \\. 
.Belkm,S<;holaralllf l:()QIJJlllersc~ ~r 
in. '.'¥C,•~Y:has .~·~r¥~.asl:00l', 
dina19rofy,:i:J/5 reside.ne<: hallBlulbl!at~: · 
818\llS'. ffe•'"ls,lhough,#iat,JUht~bls 
bee!\'J,ls mostimPQrllllltexira~i.-ac-c 
livay;i!I ~. llef~~lh.itit Is 0~~ 
rewudipg. lleamjng ~:·ti>r · ~I 
talmldb!t,7' 0~ ~'where~ wnta1Yexira• 
curricular n;,IUre oftbe~ru!D&~ters Ille 
fee!mgoff'1Mh1*/l!na:" ~y isGOOli
n,imJ!..a family tradition by stugymg.jll Yl.f; 
amoQg:olher ,elalives, his father=i¥ed 
~ from Rn!'fS. l{e feels ll1al this 
b&Gkgrpund has given . llbn soin,,thing 
n~for~in!4YP:- ~'thejmlial 
mQUVlllH!n alllfJhe ability,IO{IO'!'<:Yere Ille · 
trirue pn.,gralll: lin!l(deiJrpdes!!, filJll¥k( dwl, 

~~~P!IQllits." Danny's su~s 
has. ~I)' exlended IO llmlldei cbol; he was, ~le tliis Y= for YC valedic-

-~ ~11, l)anny pushes for greater participatipn in 
Xli$lll.Ya~!IIURs such as dulglg« and SOY 

· ~. · wbil:ll he feels help ·unite Ille 
Yeslitv,,J>n • peraonal note, he says that 
- of •bis. t'onclesl. memories "will he qf 
ftien\lships with chavn,tc,t and other 
~ili\rged1U'Ollnd our limud fomh." 
After graduation, Danny will join the ko/lel 
~hlle.ningin YU's semicha program. 
He says that "it's.nice to be able to graduate 
and$iU remain wilhin the same kadei beit 
midrash," and adds that he feels one never 
truly graduates from a Yeshiva: "We refer 
to • taln,id chadrmn as a ta/mid because Ille 
prooess is ~ver complete." Ullil!lately, 
Oanny plans to.go onaliy(, and teach limudei 
k~{t in Israel-

Otl~VEISHALOM 
'F9·D~KA FU>ND · 

Y.o~r conf,;t,:ufion helps: 
Needf Famll#es in Israel 

Reftlsenlfc Families In RQssitt 
Judah. W .... emtt,r 

~Ub.-ary) 
v.u. Campus Jlepreseatative 
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