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_Of/Q~f: 
~t~ieQ!)'J)ipg o'f ;,II ff\>11:ltti~fijfo;~'\"s'.~nll 
JJ1<1Y<:1119tjll;, Jj, <:alls{!l, '''1~':l~ng r.011, 
sitivity,,af!d ull!ier,~!l'ling <1f ,i,u•fellow 
J<>wf\througj, ··~!!lg~, cll!s~ a.nd pe,r, 
wn"cl \»!llllct.'} 'llli'Se 5i"l\e!JCe$·.sh<1~ld 
·h!'C'?!l"'. lbe~!t<>,Pf.~11 wh<1itre1;0QCet:l)ed 
with the gm1¥\llll c~~•!" w41J1ln tl>e }ewish; 
~l'~•!J!lf'!'/UlU!~ly,Jhis~ititi,;(acli;ing 
jp ,fµ?Ch .. o_f {}~r.c9~u.nity·.~'. e_v_ide!J~~'.--~)I 
Stad.!irnl!lt'r's tragic . ·~<Mil· .. However, 
beyo~4 stotie,; ~ ~nal yiliws up~, 
!"J.· ill pri~ate, ·.•uc.h .attitu<les lttv.eoerepA into 
the }1U!>l(c arena. ,ybere (hey an; .havmg,.a~ 
poteptially will· have, lo]Jg,~a~ge 
r~Jfi~ati9tl5,_. 

All.ex!liJliile ofsucwllll~u~ •is the req;n.tly 
pub)ishe,,l commt>~ts ol'.a we!l4cm,~nTc<1rah 
~"'!lily ii! '.l syf)lposium pn 11,p sl;j/e qf 
Klal 'fi(;f~J .. (Jfl!lis/i,lction,.S;iptc f9$6)il 

,qoi>I<;:; :'.Jfwe Wa/lt IQ llri1lg.Q(he~ J,.w•'\"h<> 
h~Jimg to .Ille 1>tlle~ 'l\ranchef we >tre oot 
~l'ld.n Jo grve these. dClltl pie<;es 1>t' hark 
c,e\lCl!i:e. an.d sta!l!S . .''. J w~ \'!ll<en ~!>ack. 
W!lat, l "{on~red;d(!CS ~<>dQ~tmv,e to: 
g,1jn ~ •referri~g to the (.;o~.tvative and 
~f9111l 1)1()~eroel\ts !!< ,-<I®!! pi<,ces of bark,. 
i.n<t.J>ublished forurn1 !>1a~y si,irit!!<!lly seek: 
jng and ge~µluely g(/04 f'C(>Ple call· )llese 

.. ··.)~ Jlie<;efo.Q(P11rk'' .. \h•* nom;,, \\'lrere, 
iJj the ''sensitivity~ q~rs!anding". "'• so 
dl'SP!'rately ne!")' to.r~ch su~h Pf(lple?. 

In fuct,.these an<)Qthe, comments in tllis 
anc1:-- J,ther> 3.rt-i_des -ein3;_1latj_ng __ frOiri -some 
qUllr.;,rs of th~ Torah w"rld seem t() clearly 
oppQse the thru~ of lite rh.etoric condemn· 
i~g dialog:ue wilh. Refoim and Co~rvative 
wbic~ o~ finds ill thOS!I ve,y circles!. The 
a~ment ofl"" a<lvance4,.. \!>lit dialogue .im­
plies recognition ~n<l legi.timiiation: In any 
case we. are 11\lt coooerne<I. that 'fora~' 

-------

coriuriiled 1iwi-' Will'~'swa)'.ed, ~athCr: we 
~OWj-a~out_ th_~~e '':'.'rn~rgin~t·_,, )ews,: f~e 
u?affijiatedje,v!fallQ the''simple'; Je.wswl!<l 
~omprise tbe bu!.k .Qf the Reform, at1ll Con, 
.ser11ative 1)1()V"1)ents. · T:hese . fe"'S : ;"ill 
·~rvr .tbe impre~si?n th~Jlhere ~~ tllree 
leg!ti_l)'ll!leform,spf.Julfaism.·.Ili@h>g11e.wi!J, 
som~ ar~e,(>p;,n a Pandora's.box, allow, 

• i11gmoµ,Jews.tojoinors<>ljdifytlieir .iden­
t!~~at~(1-TI . · ~-i~h thei_r- more~ents.~: _. .~bu$ 
, __ stren~tb~~~ng:their stan_~~11~-·as J~giJi_m.at~.:in7 
terpretatioµs of Judaism, A:t this: sta,ge '\"C 
f11Msf }is~ .. 1 ---ifwe_ feJer-t°-· Refo1:1' -~~(f-.Co~scr., 
vative ,as • :·.ie;;d. pieces. uf llark,''. wm 
m;irgirral an,j non-Qb~!')l.ant Jew~ come run, 

. nin~ .tn(:)rtl\9\!0l<y?! Is Ibis ]1"'-!l.)' an effec-
. • . tiyi, ~(I ,;espn~ible Slllltegyfqpllinni(lt dJe 
~~. ~d ll!in4s. of tl!e 1':"'~li p~bHc at 
la<lfet. Jil,Jsrael a. CClmtnefCi.al ii) a Caf11· 
pa/gn lO:l'f!'Y~i .autoaccklents advise,s: "Al 
tj!,ye tllJfJd, tih;ye cbmdu,m . ..,.. Don;t b< 
rigbt,.besm/lri!l' America, 191!6 ls not the 
.Cb;11am SQfel''s ijuogary, tM6. llachsitua, 
ti,;,n. teq11ir~ diff~nt methods and ap; 
P!!)aches. We .sbould n,!~ realisticajly a~d 
sensitively to the.honest ques1ions of no.n, 
hlllal<lliclews withQut viewing alfof tliem 
as Ab'l'lttJJ1 G~i;efincarnat;,. T!iis does nor 
.m~ we must not f,;;. ready IQ r.e~pond 
Jor~fullr and . 11n~iel<!illlllY' if ~· sir· 
~~~~~-warr~nt,jt/ :J.Jo\V~v_,r;-J~ert: _i~--~ 
way 1!!19 ~ me\Jiod .of e,pressing •11ch feel· 
ings ..vlth~t engen4e~l!gj)",ssi\lk ,;oun,r· 
prO<Juctiv~ r~µ!ts, 1'/ierr /~ th~ 111etltoitQf 
publie~.i~~jn~7Wl'Yotpeac;, '' 1'lie 
Ravslil{tQ '~l<:tterJlll)>lis~~in e~~ffl'lltive 
Judaism .in .195/i ,is onrcia.stc ~le of 
such an ~pProacn,: ''Beof the <!lscif,~s of 
Aar1>n . .:... love ~ce. pul'Sl!e peace, love your 
felfov,s andbriug thell1.do~ toTorab, .. As 
.Rai,,beinu Yo~ JlQ!!l"f out. <one cannot 
sill1ply love pea® .in !11¢ ab~tt.!CI, but l!)llst 
put ~.i<ll'l!ls into p!l!Clice +- l"!mie-~e 
inailoue's end~VOf>,.'J'ljus we 1111!)1 truly 
be able to !,ring all doSJO to Tor.m: 

·Na\Jiani.,,I· Melfg!lt 
YC 'SS.. ~IETS '88 



1111itm~"1, 
~'~W{lfS.•lt~ 

et, 
', '',,, ,'' .. taJi(ljt;lf.wel!e.guuo 
11.~,i;\i! . , ... 1/.lflhe'.l'onm~s'.Ain 
~~~. lbe.'f~h a~)i'.ilie lat1d .. as .inex• 
tri~b\, bou11.~,ni:er w~.!:iegin.t9 !IPJ!l"Cl:UII!' 
that e~ecy pie.ce of;Ettlt'. f'1.Trae( wbi!:h We 

· rellfllluisb <;11.u~~ a len-ib\e wound Jn .tbe 
le~is.h .iiel)ple/ .Conversi;ly, ~ ~ .Trmzel 

· · · · ·· ·· ,iq)owl)< .. h~s 
~~s, this.ls 

:lta/llilt'Wt No.' 
1Z7fto .. lll'~ IM .mqzvah. of l'~!' 
.. ~-'-' .~ee.ml\\s,n ensl~\\ed Jew""'." .to 
t})i:Jibe!!!~!!n.of~t« ;"fii!"Ptl, ·.·• 
. ¢iiiic'~ w~~.so.ex~~ over 1l1e ~. 

l!m~~~)°'g.of~ei,~!"P!'lis seen lty 
~111.f.~ 1u~reedlng the ta,w .of Medi!itP ,. . ''*~ti~f' tbat, ·•zi~nis'.QI wins. ~vet 

. ~~Ill'·• W~ll!gi 

!j~lakl!Ws: >;lteiu!)~ei'll!l!Y ~!It ~ias11b:,, 
·su.-.f~t danger!>iis a~ ~r; Ferziser.would 
bl!.~ii, .t : \ · ....... l, .. 
Jl!n1!\)l(l/.~t,,f~~~ 'l'.'!llldjlave us. ask 

sin>flistieally;~,evotefprfir:litt·~~· 
Peacel Jf wc'.'huml!nely" cast\)ut v:llll!ijor 
·•:'.~ .. ~~~l(nji;,Gusb ifo1ilnh).t:cBu1 . 
it,is !lllt s.o,simple:'h-g~in, ·if wel~k tmthe 
'E9~~-\i ,\t;l~\fl>D&lf . believes io )!el\Ce'. 

iswn·' 
'<>DIP'lbe 

g,~.g~~~r~~l(<>f~ l'l,tf9~l; RQt ~Y)!r,,. 
renderms•1t,, . · \ \ . , . ·. :' •· 

Matiy. otlJIY' ~!ll.111CD!5 iin 'A'da111. 'Fe~~ 
,:iier',artick~~e~a~is ~fll.reSj!Q•se 
to }lQbiirt. Klilplief's p\e,;e; .. In ;tltai. tb~ .. 
~Iller .the ~ys 1tn. ~,m,~l. r.tr. 
,K.la~r's)!el\~ ot:11te~o1tflicjiiigl!l)'.l\ltiesa 
:Jew fii<:es in his \ov~ for.Arnerlca,nd l&r~l'. 
and,~ impilctthis bas on'one's decision to 
Rll!kei,,liyall.'. l111us1 serioo$1y que,stion what 
are those .,:noral and ethical id~Js which 

that prramid buill of the P~opl~, 
th• foia'h, . ang th, Land of l$tSJfll 
~~ f9r,n , brilliant prit,n throuah 
~t,iQl'i ~c,q's light wilt shine unto 
fflf!i iet«m·sr of the· world 
a:owe~r.,tlt~Turith'i collt;ept<if~ ·;;..: 
,shgltiln ..,. ~~es\ {~Ill . 'IVhokness -
sh/#i(,u/1. · Wwl<! we -give 11way, l!alf our 
'.f'<llll~ for ,''.)!el\ce''~ Wjty half of ~tr; 
l'.'1$mel'Nhve.did; the To.rah~res that the 
)!el\Ce wO!l!d • be merely an illu51>ry. 

.Cha;pl)o Kidt;/11.min 66,b explain wliy the 
letter l/CIV in the,wo!ll ~'" ls cut in ,h!llf 
111 ,the vetse, .''/Ihlen/ .IIQ(en kt .e,; berid 
s~m." Tjte c111 l~l!M tel\CMs us that. 11 
K9'til11 woo .is. a llaal l1llW' -. jncomplete 
pb1s ial/lf-cannot perfomt the Tffl11'\e ser-­
vlce. Tbe Jterit Shalom .comes th@ugli com· 

A'inetica gall~l)y spr,eaits. Jl! ~ .'!".d 
abroad? l'ltere 1tdemocrl!CY at1d l'teeaoln, 
.but these l!,l'e not lacking in lira.,;t. 'Futlller­
more,: America does Pot see11d1110Sl1>fits 
1i111e idQli•ti!ajly ~g )n the ,:noral 
eerfectlon oflhe world,(;el'laiqly, the sex• 

· ual ~molllJity of AmeriClUI sociel)! is not 
so!lletlling we or our clliklren ~Id "p~ge 
al\egiance to." While w~ owe a measure of 
l\)yalty,an!l appreciation to America WI Jong 
as we choose to live here~. America's lo. 
fluenc!' on QUf '1'1l11e system shou@ 111>!0 be 
nearly 118 .. strong l!S g!~r susg,ests, 

Y~t, ~ei:t jfK:l@~r·~arg~meri~~'true, 

mo@f,l)l~rel!N~t ~f Ille world. Eiieri if 
~rii;,ac<>litr\but~ .tofl!llt p~;Ju'dais!D 
wsits'.tbat dte'centtl!l role of dtl" Jew. in . 
reil!i~ing Jhe t110$Sianic idc:a.l req~ires join> 
ing ~isn.\dioninhis ~<I (,Is~"'.'· f~r ~ 
.w!to1J1a)'.beconfused); T~, ~an.o~i,c 
natiop,1 e!!lily; the 1e')'ish:peopl~ must Jive 
a 'lllltional life Whfob. sani:tilies Glld'.s ~e 
thl'.llllgb the ligli\of tbe'r'!f!lh; '.J'hatpyl'l!lllid 
bu.ill of the Peo,pl~, the'l'°'l'l\h. andtbeland 0 

of~rael ,w111 w1111 a bdllia)lt prls111 throµg!t 
wbic!rGod's light. will shine unto the nations 
l>f the world, As .God says to .Abraham: 
"Leich l/!lcl14" - go unto 1he land oflsrael 
"llenivrekhll . liekha kol mi1li11echo1 
haadaina.'' Only in dte Ian<! of Israel""° the 
Jew effectuate that escbatological eerfeclion 
of the world which Mr. Kllt~r and all i>dter 
ftlithfulJewueek to ll,Chieve. The rok of the 
Jew is not as anilulividuaf l!lisSionary in the 
exile but.asc alKllioMI example in his land. 

Finally, I must. vigorously rontest Mr. 
Klapper's final conclusion. Reflecting his 
confusion of allegiances, he neutralizes the 
force pf the fa010Us mid rash (l!icha l :29) 
which s~ to the Jewish heart: "You shall 
find. no comfort wtside of l!rett Yisrael." 
Wbil\, Mr. Klapper concedes 11:lis point. he 
justifies staying in the exile by claiming,lhat 
Jews will reel unconifol'lal>le in.l!,...tt Yisroel 
'as. well, so long 'as hijustice exists in this 
world: Yes'., we QIUst feel for injustice. but 
how can we ever com(l&!I' !he diSC001fort one. 
should feel in the Exile with that in I!rett 
Turoem The sensitive comJOitted Jew 11111st 
q~litatively distinguish between lhese two 
feelings. 

In 1he ExJle he is rootless and helpless as 
he weeps for the injustice in the world; in 
EIV!tt Yisrael he is at-home:. And though he 
,:nay fu!ve occ"-"il>D to weep, he is neither 
helpless oor rootless as he builds towards !hat 
eerfection of the world - likun /r<,olam. 



tlil1!1\ely the~i,\l~y19 Jis~Ji~~<n\does ~t · ·· 
guar~nteeu,e•pre~J.l"Cpt an~t i;apacity 
to.,:0111preli,mdits.answ~rs,iuid.~1involv, 
ed in,;~i11ukh•an/.J..kin4f. hay<, l.oqg.reoogniz­
-ed JU1<!.ll<!!noallfldthe diffieitl;i;:slnvolved in 
rt:S~ing toa ohild's<1ll<'9'; Yet ~';eir pr;,­
l!leti\ .is ,Oll!l .only ~f rni:t~ a/id no\ J>f 
1?hi!AA1rhY; for .lh.e ultj111ate go1!1.t!>ey 11Spi~ 
iol!Dd.~etooyw.ish.l0<:o)}V"JI is.in their 
ey,esi11ni~cbable;.th.•.fylode(IJ·f?~hotlof 
Jew ~nfronteij bya yQ!lthfulj\i~mentafist · 
questi!>."'rhas no ~uch clearc11t haclq!"c"'nd 
~g~_in~t),Yhicil ,,t_ot~"-~l_ua~~: ~is.' ?P(i~s_.-_ :HJ~: 
beljef in. the valu~ ?f indepe'!dent t~ought · 
for<:~-~;:~Ji:rt -W :-_t:e!5lXW_4:,:-_bu_t -is-:he· _tq -be __ ip-· , 
tl>lerant of iniolefl!nce? . 

M:y r~nt {loro Par!\ ex~ri<'n~ was. by 
nt> m~qs the first tim~ t.hi!d face!! ~ch a 
s_i(lla~O!l~ )tor- do-r~~~ jt '10/be Jhe- l?sJ; 
'!IY SVJtllll<'T iob, my ~hul ji~d e.venJb!, Y,R 
ca~eria are ~reeqing g"c"'nds .for. sµ,:J.i en­
(!pµn~-~;' _J]le-fo_U_?~jng, A~ly_s_is ~~'. intend-:,­
ed t.O .Pr<>V.ide cal\)gO;ies of thoug!it .asaids 
for ~.confronle<ibjl sud) seellJlfjOs. !lilt 
italsosewes ano\Jler function; .it chal~ges 
th~ wjloavoid S1Jcll.sifJJil~oll!ilQ reexami~e · 
ili<;ir level ofcomrnitn,ent; to ask lhl!mselves 
WhY.tll•Y·.~re•afraid,.(Whatever·.recomn,eI1-
Jll!t.ion.!!!'l'O"t."'!'c~t ~ aut!Jor't; reeli!ills 
a!l{i~hl·inll(]Wayl>e~~·;isha/akhf,, 
st;,tem;,nts,J < > .· · . .· · 
T~~ !II\>~ freqµent!"'ponse to. youtl;ffu! 

~l<1giFJ!l qµestion~ is !he bf\lsh-off, 
eitl.ierm \he,guise.ofijiscreet eircurnl~tion 
or •• J;Oltle vari:m.t \\f'''.\\(hen you gotohler 
yoµ·U.ul\der,,W);l, '' Wt.ilelhis;;eclll<an e;isy 
esi;i;pe roul\', it is: by. no ,ne,an~ a saw one. 
rl!i,~il<!.;vho.\!Oes not ~ve as~isf;,ing 
aJ1Swer:oft'l11,~ins either.lli;,joµbi its ex­
isie,,ce <.>r l<> (jl'Jl!Ul.a"" his oWl\O.IJ!he llosis 

ii,f se?e.~ly limit<!i inf\l~tiQn; And. too 
oti~n we un<lerestimaltl the .· intelle<;tulll. 

ic~Mi~ of.our youth; l1\" infr¢!l!Jen!ly ou.r 
imlhiJjt;,: </;. ever, un.wil/i~gnes;; t;; e~plairis 
the ~?le so~ree of.. t~ir fail11re . to 
cornp(ene!ld .. ;: : •. · ..• · ... · .•. ·. \ .•·. 

:,\ ~l)ll J"'~ ap,;ve~n~ tl")~njqueis 
{})'-e_r8-~WpiifkatiQn; ;,an_ _~xtremeJy --safe 

~Jloilse fy<)m qne ~~\ o(~~w Jn.\llltt cont 
peleli\ll-' u:,oo.it wi\!.saiisfy the<1ut:Stion.erajid 
~~r:,ll~:_;~tjl,~u~_i_(lg:,t~dall~~\)s_'?'t~i~ 
otth<>ui:ilit .. IM ittis!ts·th~ querier's filtun, 
theological• deYoelopment; ,l!lr !¾asidic t!¾'n 
bdie.ved that.thebujlders of the B¢.,el Tower 
hadf~i_ted-~~lelyoo¢,au~:H~!!V~p:w~s_so far 
.away al;t<i beunreath~ble, .perhaps.; he said 
··even te~. billion . mil~ . 01>,' • (Tltl!f is, 
sgmewh.er;,. betw~n oprselves and 41p1,a 

(3u}delines .. tor .. the 
Moderr1 ... O~tbodox 
Jew confronted .. by 
the.· .. youthta1 ·. tun­
d{1 met1taUs t 
<:/f,,1estipr1er 

c¢ntauri.) Ju<iaism ls. a comi;~icreed<and 
failure to re~ogn~ th•ti.s in i~lf a "!the.r 
,1ai,g~us train gfthought. 

A tl\ir<\ method ofr~nseJs obscu~a~: 
,tism,fa, ll!l!<inJ;overtbe questim;er's ~­
'f!1is avt?idstbe.f'1'im,,ry<hl!)g~rs Qfbrushing~ 
.off ai,~ oversimplification b,y~l~ri11g the 
exi:s~~11ce, of ~<~l:i~cient-~_~er- wh,_,H~:-Ilot 
providing a fa)$<'.one, It is, ind~, "" idyllic 
mute ..., for those who would rather dodge 
pro\>lems tha~ deal '",:ith them: }lw .alJ Jews 
are. responsible ji)r one another, anowe have 
no. righf .l<> declafe. ~ny a~ of anyone's 
spiritual. de<>elopment .'.'.so. meo. ne. else. '• .. 
pr<lblem/\ < ·. 

finally, a 911~neanb¢re$il!>ll<l¢dto via 
a real respon!<e, of which t!Jere liwfour 
types. !lither the pointo!'vie.w nftbe child's 
religiovsmi.Ueocan·uepre!ll!nte!l.extjlusiv.o,­
Jy_.·91:-~~~s>~~~: v~ws_'.c~~ --~-~- ,or_,~h_e. t~o 

·· can \le p-nte!l~i:, andlw;tly one~ 
prt,Sentall views: To~ /itst o.f \hese roell#xls 
ins,;,lves.w~.measuieof"¥)"!l·l!J14.)!pi!1lUal 
h)'P"\'rjsy; f\ow t:a!l Qne ~elJl. pf<lmote .the 
growt!t of a reliJliOus .POSition·one 1s oppos0 

·.·.··.··.···.·.:····.·s··.·· .. ~ .. ;.···.·.·· .. ·.•·. 

to:eS: ll,ig;J;t 

<4 .1<>? :{'he ,a,ci,nd, ironic;,\ty; is pro­
hlema.tic~l'lnthesa1t1egeneral gmunds, for 
hl'.tmilll~"5hJ~')"i!h~gard t°' one,posi)J<>n; 
thf M()(le(IJ O;thod~x Jew URdermines all 
el,e tbat he h1>lds d"'1r: . . < .• . . . 

.The iliird amlfourth "1.ethotis; then, s~eff' 
tbe-:~-St __ av?ila~!_e;->~~~--th~y 1,t_re,-_~ar Ji:~~ 
Jl.•.naceas. In Cl'rtain cases, theJi may be i1t1' 
praelical>l~. ,ind th~y <ie,manll •. de~ree ·of 
failh in one's posit.ionatldoccasiona!lr .also 
in onels listener that is hanl to attain ai,d even 
harder to. justify. Furtlle,:more; the mere 
presentation' ?fa-__ c_t;mtnlsti1!g_ polflt_·_ -~f yiew 
llligh.t · forever de~troy. • the tlieoloJlical in­
,~~n~t,a ~hild ·s par,e~ts- may :believe a-_vir_­
nie_--a,nd h~ve worked, uncea~i~g_lX _ to:-m,ain_.: 
tain. l, is Qllt thing to accept responsibility 
f(tr-:q~e·~, ow~ :Jiashkilfic declS_io~s._ ano~er 
lhitlf1>ntirely to make a child bear that lo.ad. 
And y~ •. •.lion also has. repercussions, ajid 
the T9rah-erijoi~s _uS not to ~ss cortec~hle 
error iR sllenee .. ·11).e. proper meth~ of '"Pc 
ly, tben; may.depend,on~nother factor -

fhe ~~~H_On.- _ . _ --. , 
Tfi~e a,~--fi>J.Jr-basic categori~_-of sig:D!fi:-­

.cant. difficult . questions: general 
.. nre!11:?hysica!, haJak!tic witll \>roa,<l hQshl«,fic. 

tamificatlQns, atldJn ~g'!fd to the invi91;jbili0 

ty, re!ja!,ilil.y<.and a~rify • 9fi,otJ.i. sacred 
te~1, · an\! · co<lified · li&kli4h ·· .. T~hnicaI 
hmqkhi~ questions as wen asyeg"Or-no type 
q,u,ries about.~basic premises of ourf'1i.ili 
~re -~fco_u~ _-n~t, a; :iss_ue_here. 

'"· thf first !;ategory an, questions of the 
'.'Why tfu \,ad things hai,pen to good P"!'Pi<f' 
a11d ··can,Qod make. a stqne . • .'' v,irie­
ty. A. factor aidinll \hose faced i!y such 
<1uer~s is the g~nera1 lack <>f any fully 
~isfa,_9to,ry -all$we.rs; __ :at'beS:~, !J,n~_could-p~­
sent a,;olll")tion ofj,altial responses• fo faµ; 
.this is pmQl!bly tbe..eas~t c;,se !nwhic!\to 
defend hrushing,off;.it is. di6hdtto cr,ticize 

· som~-~ forno_t allS_':'fef~n_g wben· th_~r,~ -~s no 
an,s,wer-toi~iv~._-'f'.here ~of.11~ ~- _t~.:~-no 
obli;a\lf'n.10 fu.rtlier contµ~. a.l)d prevention 
of. a ~utial futun, flllStjike $eerns. at hes! 
at~nu~si:•i;t1t1d for.a<:tion. '.)':bc-on1y solid 
justifi8,tlo?s fQr ans,verinl.l ;,<Olllll •be .·the 
qutllitiQ!l'!f's obvious refu$al to accept less or 

the .otherwi~finevitab1t,•a9<1eptance .or· a 
silllp.H•ti~ .· ~ie\Vpo int; 

·B-~-~ t~ere:are,, o~er_:~U,~fi~~- j~ ili_is ~t_eg()'ry. 
,stich)t~---_--th.Q$e :cOn,cfrnin~:-'~e<puTJ)o~e- Of 
Judi\is(ll. andl,fedin@ Y/$((.!el, which .do.have 
L'Oll1!)1ete 'il)SWe(S, albeit widely divergihg 

. ones, tnthe first of these and. others like it, 
wh_ich 't_;1u_~h-_:rhe s_ore-_of_our rel_i_gio_~, there 
i~-_00-JOsti~~atio~ for n:oloffcri~_~,.<>~~·~-PW" 
P?io_t_-1,:{v_-i~w;Jt}s-_to pr(m,GW:thatview and 
its __ en~s_,~aq;_n_7-'ex:1,s!s_~- '.}:he_ :Mediria_ is!iuc has 
its gwn)pe!'jaldiffic?ltjes;.the type of answer 
giv,n musr derend .on ·the centrality of .the 
State in' one's thhikin-g. 

!_he_ -se~~nd ~a~e--g?fy;-_i;;hrifain.~ ___ qu_es!iOns 
~ealing w_~th su~~----i_s~ues as-.th~_ rerm_i~sibi!_i­
txof secular lite~ature .• philosophy and r.ock 
muskt~!gt~)o ~°-n:,sexu,t then1cs. WhHe 
ost~osibly hct!~fchic_; the,s: _q{1~rie_s _ o~vfou_s­
ly are dependent on a tlleol~gkal issue, the 
intrinsic value assigned to kn.qwledg~. They 
are·-~ni9ue·_1n_·-_t~~i?hey_--c~_nrtd~_ be av~ided:, 
fot, th~y r~~_ire ,imm~?~ate ,:P_n\Cti_ca'I deci: 
_s_ion_s.,- A~$werin.g--~,~forbid_den _~_~:_ in- c:~rtradic-
tt.,,'l of'"'""' C, "''vn h ... to .. -r .... nA ,, .... ~ .... .,.s :-.;- -oh-
vioi.t_sly-dishd_~sr-ahd -~s _S_u~h ,easHy:di_~Ciir­
dableas a response, but the rep!:,, \0 "should 
I?~·- rai_~s g-faY,er_difficu:ities_. If t_he _ _work in 
q11~.tio~ is-_insigni,ficant_by any-sta~ard_, then 
a,i,on_c_oro~1itJ~l- -•m_sw~r_-is_,probably in prder. 
llut ifa<kedwhethe'. or not to read or listen 
t~:someth_i_ng o_ne_ con_sidei:s_ v~fo_able. One ,has_ 
n_o-rtght_to d~~y to _c~~he_rs_:h_is ywn ga:ins_. In_-.-.­
deetf, :if one_ assigns_-reH&ious 'val~e -10 an iear-
aing; such denial would be ha/akhica//y in­

~d~f~n_:;i~J~!_/l.~~--ri?(:di~~us~J11g ~JJ~i-~Q_\J; __ 
tairii?g---~iscripli_ons:of.se~µal_- iilc~-ents;-:-:fo~­
they P9I••sF'iallegal ~\fficulties .. Other 
t~:hn~_c;_aljti~s-:' \-S?_ch:.- ~s-,,_-tbe_, :-4tt~,~t.ion_'s 
pi:evioµ~lyhaviog'been asked personally to 
a--~~-izei:f P08-~· -~iay-af~,affecJ the-ca~;) 

Tfie final £ateg~{Y. ls tM dealing wi.th 
recognized !"Cred tqts. With regard to 
Tal1111,1Q the, pro,blern~-41re_not _f_O() ~evei:e, _ _:as_ 

, -e_mendati~-~ and':factu~l disagreements ha:ve 
,occurr~~-cpntin~alfy\througll. the ,enturies. 
The. historici!}' of the .canon is a most qifticun 
, if sue_~ howeyer <[Qr one_ is :'ften tr:apt,e4 _bet­
wee~ (he S.:yUa of at). almost i11;lefensible 
p<>silioo and the Charybdis of heresy. lean·. 
not:"_su~g~~La1'y_ c~_rse ofact_ion here as the 
-issue: is 'far_ frotn ,settled,'Witflin tnf OWfl !llind. 
The mural>iUty ofhalakhah is an issue which 
cre_ates 'a_- _similar d_i!en:im~. _ _j~.av- _ _Aharon 
Lichtenstein, though, has d~alt with it well 
by pointiM <>ut t.hat halakhah has a,nple 
meclr.:mi_sm~ for chang_~; any PfOblems _He not 
i_n'.tti~ sy~teql !)µt r~thedn -Qur faiJUre 'to at'.le­
quatel.Y use it. 

AIJ .the above cases dealt with· chi.id\-en 
from fundameniafist l.iornes; when one deals 
wi.th adults ": .with children having 1.10 
previou~ i~trin•tion, the obstac/es to.~ full 
presentation .generally disapl"'.ar,. Futher­
more, ifa pe~q represell.tsJl.ie o~IY. cl)ance 
s~nwone "_will_ eve:: !tt1ve to'cQn~_ider 1?Pfrtions 
other tha11. th~ in wh.ich he has been inooc­
trinatoo, let him no\!>e afraid ever 10 speak. 
Our theolO!lY .is featof God, n<>(?f ideas. 

I.gave as cQmpl!'\e a reply as I was ,,pable. 
of to. llie. silence aro~nd me .. RC\l!izing that 
this wq~ldprol)a~lybe lheonly chance that 
bot and tJ.ioS<l me~ world ~V"f .have lo hear 
a -P?~nt:-of_ vie~-·~bling _mi~e~_-1_ ~9y_e,red 
~verytfilnl;( co~nected with the wpic, rang. 
ing fr°,ll\ mi;.lrash.lc hY~.rbole to the. diven;e 
rnetl!Qdsofin~rprcti'!g G~esis !<> th\, vary­
ing the.,ries.?f .. ev.,Jution. 1:h<:. Torah is 
descr!b¢il as an etz diayim. a.nd. !<nowle<lge 
and debate. are what k~p •t aliw; l j>lanted 
some se¢s t~a\Shal,l><,1; pe~ some<lay 
a tree .. will grow in. llrook!)1'. 



STUDIES 

The 
Innovative Exegesis 
Rabbinic Art or· Biblical Narrative 

lly DANIEL FEIT 
The overwhelming popularity of an in­

tellectual idea.seems, according to common 
-percepdon, to indisatQ its i~ll)Ovative nature 
aru inherent Jruth. The g:rassrOQtS, almost 
fanatical, . fervor which greeted· Marxism 
demoQstrates this phenomenon. In truth 
however, such wide acceptance often hides 
a thepry's inadequacies. For example, Marx­
ism's popular mandate concealed the dif­
ficulties. in translating the intellectual idea in­
to" practical reality. 

Presently, the theory or bii)lical literary 
criticism enjoys,\Yide support and intellec­
u4tl popu!;uity. N:imerm.::1 backs and :i.rfr.:!es 
appeitr, cdnsisten'tly extolling ihe idea's pro­
fundity and besieging the reader with 
numerous examples of the technique's ap­
plication. Names like Alter, Fokkelman. and 
Sternberg evoke feelings approaching 
reverence among ma~y devotees. Yet the 
solid wall of support s,hields two serious dif­
ficulties Jrom view. 

The first difficulty inheres in the applica­
tion of literary techniques to a divine b,ook. 
When,oneanalyzes an ··ordin~ry·• work us­
ing any critical theory~ one fltiains two 
distinct objectives: understanding the work 
and judging it. By applying a consistent 
theory tb a literary piece, one g~ins greater 
insight. However. ~rhaps more i~port~n't­
ly, one develops a methodology for judging 
th~ merits of the \\l~rk. Employi~g a critical 

seeming redundancy, of proposing the 
question of what pl~ce it was and 
what, if anything. was the ma,tter with 
it. 

Fakkelman argues that the anonymity of the 
word malwm lends greater significance to the 
reve!ation, in verse, sixteen; where the woq:l 
appears again. that this nameles, makom ac­
tually represents shaµr ~a.ihamayim - the 
gate of heaven, Upon looking at Rashi ·, 
commentary on Verse eleven; no~ ~otices an 
analogous interpreta{ion. Ra~hi, realizing the 
ambiguity of.the key-word malwm. solves the 
problem of anonymity by equating the word 
h,~,.., ,.;;th ,-h.,. .,,.,..,.,.,. tP.rm 11<.:Pri in thP- ~tc,rv of 

the Akedah: "Vayw et hamakom 
merachok. ·' By <;onnecting these two literary 
key:-words. Rashi argues that Jacob has ar-' 
rived at Har Hamoriah, just as Abraham did:, 
While the two explanations la~k total coin­
cidence. the methodolcigical links are ob­
viously strong. 

Robert Alter's analysis of the Judah-Tamar 
story also e~poses' the methodological cbn­
nectjon bewteett ~~~ ~idrasll, clas~i~al cpm­
m~mators, and, many modern critics, Alter 
attempts to d~rn.otistrate parallels between the 
Joseph stoiy and ttieJudah,Tamar story. The 
tale of Judah and Tamar begins with the 
st,atemel):t:' "Vayered,Yehudµ me'ef echav" 
- and Judah went down from his brothers. 
Alter thematically joins the ideas of Judah 
sepa!ating from his brothers ;vith Jpseph 's 

How can one critically 
evaluate the work of a divine 
Author? 
theory enables ,the rea~er to detennine' if the 
author femains .consistent ill theme or ill)­
agery, if the analogy used breaks down, or 
if the characters are believ'abie. The reader 
evaluates the work based on, h}~ critical 
analysis. ·W,ith a (j.ivine book such an evalua­
tion becOmes ihappropriate; a divine.,Author 
mus! n<;eessarily be a perfuct author. thereby 
iqvalidating any denigrating evaluatio,n. A 
reader can criticize. Shakespeare ~s slOPPY. 
characterization, a charge that cannot be 
levied,agai~st a<fivin~ Author. Once we limit 
applicat~on of a crit~cal theory to the reaJm 
of understanding. as opposed to, evaluation, 
tti,e approach becomes biased in favor of the 
author and loses some of its vibrancy and 
force. 

The.second difficult)"un\!ercuts rhe presup­
posed vibrant originality that both,adherents 
and detracto(S grant the theory: In reality, 
the Midi:ash and classical commentators 
employed a style strikingly similar to literary 
analysis in many of their 'o\1/n interpretations. 
Although the Midrash does not exhaust the 
analytical possibilities of the text, the basic 
midrashic technique is literary. A humber of 
examples RRily proves this contention. Jn,his 
analJsis of Genesis 28 (Jacob's ladder 
dream), J.P. Fokkelmandiscusses the repeti­
tiOn of th'e word malwm in verse eleven: 
"Vpyijga bamakom vay{llen sham ki va 
hashemesh, vqyika,:b meavnei hamakom 
V/l)la$em merash<>l/lV vayishkav bamakom 
ha/!U." HI' writes that since the word appears 
three times~ it must be 

a key-word, which here would have to 
serve the purpose, precisely by its 

(or,:ed separatio~. Rashi associated the two 
a~ well, but in a causal relationship; dµe to 
Ju'dah's role in tl)e sale of ,Joseph, the 
brothers separated from Judah and made him 
into a pariah. AIJer co,ntinues ci;mnecting the 
two stories by contrasting Jacob 'S incon,~ 
solable grief at Joseph's supposed death with 
Judah's pragmatic reaction .to the acutal death 
of his tw-o sons and his wlfe. The tale pro­
ceed;, with Tamar'& deception and tile 
ultimate denouement. Alter condqdes his 
analysis by comparing'Tamar,s statement~· 

haker na - as she unmasks Judah, with the 
terminology used by Judah - haker na 
((;eoesis 37:32) - as he deceives Jacob 
regarding Joseph's true fate, Slmil~rly, 
Judah's unsucce~sful attempt to pay 1'a11111r 
with a gedi izim correspond$, eerily wit~ the 
brother's use of the bl0-0d of a se 'ir izim to 
misrepresent the cir~umstances of Jo~ph 's 
disapp,;arance. The Midrash also eonneci. 
the Judah-Tamar an~ sale of Joseph t;de!iby 
compp.ring tht? t~rroinology coJnmon to both 

Judah's ignorance loams as the ultimate ex, 
preSJ<ion 1>f drlunatie irony - "t!w specta!or 
knows somerping the protagonist doesn ·t, 
and should, know." Witti these two objec­
tions, Alter dismisses any clam equating the 
Mi<)rash with his own· liter~ry approach. 

eiose ex~mim.i,tion. however. invaHdiUes 
both of Alter's distinctions. First, as 
demonstrated by Rashi's interpretttion of1he 
word makom (as dlscus~ed earlier), classical 
corninentaries view the text acs One, con,. 

The Midrash employed a style 
strikingly similar to literary 
analysis 
,tales: 
· The Holy One Blessed Be He said to 

Ju~ah, 4-You deceived your father 
with a gedi izim. By your life, Tamar 
will deceive you with a gedi izim'' . . 

The Holy One Blesse<I Be He .aid 
to Judah, ··You said haker na to your 
fatl)er. By your life. Tamar will say 
haker na to ,yo~.•· 

The or.iginality of Alter's conception regar­
di~g a liter.l;ry readi~g of the Bible must bC 
qu~stionecL ' 

lnt~restingly e11ough, Alter himself 
discusses ttie Midt:as~. yet still claims 
orig'inaiity. He atternptS lo draw two distinc~ 
tions between th~ widrashic techniqu1.: and 
his own liter&.ry approacfl. First, the {luthors 
of the Midrash did not conceive of the Torah 
as one long narrativ~; they did not concep­
tualize the text .. as' a coherent unfolding story 
in which the meaning of earlier data is pro· 
gressively, even .systematically. revealed or 
enriched by the addition of subsequent data." 
Alter argues that the Midrash explicates 
specific phra,ses W.ithol!t establishing the con­
tinuous nature of the £ext. Second. Alter 
questions the Midrash ·s <le4ication to preser· 
ving the "literary integrityn of the text due 
to its didactic nature. He points Out that in 
the Midrash relating to the Judah-Tamar 
story, God Himself speaks directly lo Judah; 
God rebukes Judah for his actions, and. con­
sequently the parallels must be e~tplicity 
pointed'out to Judah so that he can recognize 
his wrongs. In a purely literary analysis, 

tittuous narrative. By com1ecting the Akedah. 
and Jacob's ladder-dream. Rashj deepens our 
und~rstanding of the nature of Har 
H~mOriah. We realiz.~ · that Jhe place is in~ 
herently holy and not simply a mountain ran­
domly selected as the locale for the Akedah. 
Rashi, does not simply ,explain the specific 
phrase in Genesis 28: he thematically con· 
oects two different stories to underscore a 
basic lruth about a specific place. The 
Midrash often adopts. an identical approach. 
When discussing God's destructiol) of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. the verse relates that the 
screamsJroffi the,city were many - rabah. 
The Midrash Jrnmediately com(nents that 
God destroyed the Dor H,,mabul with water 
and Sodom and Gomorrah with fire:. We 
know that we can equate the two storie:-. 
because the ver~e hy Sodom and Gomorrah 
says rabah as <loes the verse by Dor 
Hc:r.a'!;;.i/ (Gcrif~i:-. 6:5: ··and God -;aw th:tt 
the evil of man was rabah in the land ... "). 
By connecting the two stories.~ rhe Midrash 
calls upon the reader to draw parallels and 
distinction!> between the episodes. In addi­
tion, such a connection necessarily implies 
the continuous nature of the narrative. The 
Midrash, not simply explicating one verse, 
uses.the tales to shed light on each other. It 
becomes obvious that Alter's first distinction 
between his literary approach and mldrashic 
technique is not va1id. 

Alter's second distinction rests upon an 
assumption regarding midrashic technique. 
Alterdairns that the midmshic statement that 
God talked to Judah implies an actual 
dialogue. But, at what point in the story 
would such a conversation have occurred? 
Would God have made Judah aware of the 
ironic parallels during the unfolding drama 
with Tamar? Alter. with his literal reading 
of the Midrnsh, rnu~t confront these ques­
tions. By reading the M!drash aHegoricaHy, 
however. one avoids lhese questions. The 
Midrash <..-onstructs an im.:1:ginary dialogue 
between Gol and Judah to underscore a 
didactic point. This didactk message in no 
way violates the '"literary integrity'" of the 
text, since, in all actuality. the parallels were 
never explicitly pointed out to Judah. By con­
necting the two episodes through a literary 
analysis. the Midrash grnnts the reader an 
understanding denied to the main pro­
tagonist. Thus. Alter's second disticntion 
lacks validity. Certainly. Alter and other 
modern :scholars should be acclaimed for 
reinvigorating the technique, but t~e Rabbis 
of the Midrash were the true originators of 
Uterary analysis of the Bible. 

i 
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, l, ~A~t~~:'<t~ ~S~~t:m:v~at.tP4;a~d ~$1-\ I.· &iil~~~ ... :,;•,i;¥'ttj~i!btfqkA~Iittte P"l' .. 
; . ~n:,;ses; . .iiu~lng thel:ll!/6caµst i\)lo the1"'5t, 

an ~tlve.iµi>vement,!tas.deve.lope;i •lo bo\h. 
dtmy aJld,foiei l~exi;iern:i,, ~iidm, Milk.r, 

• · · T.uiies 
enti.tled. 

of ~,qg.aft!)'.f";ll!et!inid.e,iv~fr!)!li 
-· ·>~ '..a~gfe~i;l'~'~;a!1lDeSia:,'.'.>aWill¢ , 

phen'?n,endn ,ciJ111ing ·•f/'\ll!l.;. ,{ ev.e~t£J 
· reh;le°"l>eted all' 100:-,:e!I. :· . · 

:n,e diale,;tic. between rememberlng.and ' 
forgel!l~g ,~.Pplii,s (<.>. the reaiffl of,~ in'. 
divi?~aL:s)n~er;,",S~f'?:~V?~' f~U: i~to two 

·categories: tlio~e ~ \eS!iff and~hose "''lo 
reioilio sile~. Xe!iti,fiers· feel;th~ l\""'1I':' ar· . 
11<:!llale 
mind:-: 

filll'll'SS .. • . .. . 
painful to,rel!lenil>er·o• an·unfair 9urd~'I\> 
pltwe 9n l!the~s. For. t.he lll'.'W pai.t'~ f<irm. · 
:of ~:P~~sto,;.(o-r:, !n~~p~s:a~P!:l'ha5. ~n ~e ' 
ll!l~tionsllip ~twee'\ ljle. sury}vor·¥d·0his· 
cl\il~ren. :rhe reeen,l tw,:geoning of seco.nd 
generatioff .. llo!ol;,lllSt·. child.~n -'Ul'P'I" 
gro~ps:illusttiites .!IJ/11 q,e HolQ<:aust remains 
for ~e a Jiving experience .. Uil<jel),lllndinl! 
lh~ 1;(lmple~ rebl6Qn$hip ·'*"':een lhes,; 
chil4,reri ~nd their pa.rents regulre• analy~is' 
of lh~. iui'vivor. thp child; and the 
parent/chil!l rela!ioriship.. · 

. 'Ille Survivoi; 
Pr. William G, Ni~rlhal, a psycholoj!ist 

who composed !'11\'ai>f the first psyehologi¢al 
porttaits·of;su,:vivof:;, des,,:ribes a "survivor 
synd,rollll'," Symptoil)s. include nighJnµres. 
a sense <1f guilt. anx,iefy and an u~iness 
with pming to terms. with· surv.\val., In ad­
dition tq the psyc!toJogkal bond «wl)ieh 
creatJOS a survivor ,;:ommunity, thi,f!' are co~­
mon feJ>linlis e,q,erienced by ~Jl !!UTVivors. 
Fpr' •JUimple, q,ere w~ atendency to marry 
and have ~IJildren a)roost immediately aft~r 
lh~ Holocaust, Thi•t'"' a c<;mpulsion toe~­
tef!llll!y pf!>ve su¥Vi~a1 by the perpeJl!aUon 
offdfllj!~ and ~Jewish r..ce. The ch,ildren 
repieset,ted'holhlhe.l4111re and a replacement 
oft!Jefiijst. .· . • • .. 

'Th~ c~ifd, Wa~ ~ ~~ryiv~r· s mission, his 
res~.iliJy llitd h.istias<:m between the pld 
w,orld.,,ii<litbe;ncw, il.aisi~g a.chjljl,forced 
the•sw:viv0t•to • decide bow to relate to his ·.· . ... . . • . .·. . . . . art 

ilie 
, , : , , , , , , ex.:_ 

posed tbe ~hlk! to it as . .lts ~ngec The 
silent~rv~~(,saW,.~~~ ~ c~~~ 
and $1,~lde<t. lh.eq, from the burden of..nis. 

. fll!'!l\Ories. H01j'.eVer;, the ..... ~.' sij~nce 
was;J11 tbe -~~ of,one chik):; ''.fni~tiog; 
a s!lence constantly.' spoJ<iln b!;t JlCVer 
expresse<f' • . . . ·.. . • 
~n 9f sui;vivQ!Ji <1$cribe,eo'!'l!IOO • 

chaq<c!ii~i\,s in !lie1r,11l">!ii)gi!lg. ~any 
l!feW·"'l'Wµl, . 
life . ." · . .· . evl'!l wheri they 
~iiiill!Olaff<;rdit ~1"1rentst@il<l<'d.t11 

almo/!t,i,sift!Je~ijdtl\"fiMSIU.Yi;~tlle-· 
lhe111,o:l~." .. 

CoiJ>111only. chjldreri of. survivors e•­
peri~ncep. both r~t,iog ,~ ,co~n;en-eae,~iqn 
t<l the. Holocau~t in its. ln!e,rplay. with their 
relatiqnship with their parents. Mally of tl!e . 
childre" felr lonely and ?eprived because 
they.jac.ke,l an extended family. ''We were. 
d)fferen\,'.' one ,ltll\l o!iservtx!. ''We.had 
l>een exposed 1.0 "''!fc, theol<,>J!i~ questiQns, 
eviI.aM!!Ut'fl'ring f,efore.our tdl'ndl'•!tad even 
heard.qf tb!'S\l ~' ''.1,,!~f .felt stifl¢ 
by their parents' o~~iY.~ ;;nd0 by 
the biased ~jaj ~lief$ of{theirl paren;~··, 
regaf</ing GebllilnY, an;! m~y ·i.ssues 1mly 
distantly .rek\ted Ill Jhe' war: . ·. .. . . · 

The-~~lldfertor ~le~:~r;v;r~rs,~penenc­
ed Jid<!illonal innerconfljets.•Curipus aljo!lf 
thei!- J>arenis' past, y~ un#Je to ~n;, 
they ten<kd ,n, vi•jd ,i~ginings, A•. they 
grew older, many felt a nei,dlo~ out. 
for cause~ ~ Je,wjsh and no11:l!'Wish) in 
order to Cot/l)lefl!i'! ll!eir ~~: ~~' An 
ex~~,case,was.,~~:Coll~n&~ ijJew w~o 
conve,:ted IQ Christian'!ly an.lm,,,bestijled the 
Nazi "martjt,otl Skokiei- ', ,. '~, , · < 

TIJ.• M,trait 'in a d,itd of .survivors is " 
. ~ium of: contlij,tjng .ell,lO!inns; the 
conll,iet ~ems no\from ll)eirparents but the 

recu~g; . 
Aprobl~marises for the ch.il!I if.he racks 

the tpols witft whicl\ to testify. H,!en F;ps­
tein describe& the probJem i!S !he "iron box," 
whqsC weigh( inc~~ses aS the realization Qf 
responsibility grows, . w.hile the means 
bewme less and.l,;ss ~ible, The child~ 
,of siient parents; ~m particularly .prone IO. 
the "jr;,n bo.x" syndrome, Love f<ir lheir 
parents <:Ol"Jl~ls t!)em to testify, \\'.hilC fear • 
of ln,rtin~ the pa'renls prevents !/iem from 
l'fQb.mg !OQ iJeepty i1tto t!J.eir JWAAts· past, 

As t!Je.llolocau.st recedes into. the ~t, the 
Iie¢Jor 1$Jstlmony ~ities more pressing 
wljile the. witne,;se.s grow . prpg~iv,lr 

.. older- But thr issup of survival is JU!I unF 
quely ch!).fafle,:jstic Qf ilie H~locaust; it is 
cpnc~tjt Wilj\.JeV/~ hist\UY ,}'he ques­
tion ji;, rather •. why~ a fm:ty year old .issue 
suddellly liecome rev,~? . . , 

The renewed .stress \in the HolOl:aust is .i 
publicizing of intensely; ~rsonal'issn~: As 
children of Sl\tviV91'Sbetin to raise ilieif ~~ · 
fumil.ie,;, they realizelhe impact their parents 
h.ad on their development. They.· a!.., 
recognize their. membersj,ip in a commun1:. 
ty.W~ inenib<ir~'shllre,aOOll)lllOn 1e8J'!"I" 
sibilicy ti their parents.· A1i the parents g,:ow • 
older, lhe ''.iron bei'' ·~"!lroi;ie nei!O.:Oes. 
morej»pl10WlC¢,The"chi~~.t\> learn 
the.~'° tnat IJieY mi!lht ln!lli;ii,lt.it, 

The.variQus .sec<J)id g~ooiganiz,i­
tions.J.l'i:ti>WJ t>r\l funJ;1w~; ~.~rve l!s, 
~ f\itli,µ \l>r SU,tvlvo,ie.i,y and ll$ a sup,; 

,Sui:v~var and i~sJeSti~~y ~ ,more -tha~ a 
~yndrome; ,.it is a way of life. A living 
phenCm~Q?~, de.fi~j~g the ;:~!at,ionship bet~· 
W!!en parents,an~, chddre1', ,',lt:fo*s ·gen,ent­

, tionS past,; ,pr'eseflt ~~d futu~e. , 

Elie Wie.sel's latest work, .the Fifth Son, 
epitomizes t'"',exl"'rience ef the cltild. pfthe 
survlv.or in 1986:. 

I h~ve been waiti~g for,ycirs, for,<:en­
'tll.ries .. ,w~itir;ig , to: r~iscov¢t: \my 
father •.. : .. J have.alteinp1ed to live 
their lives by a~suming, them as, my 
own,., Now my, love, for m)' ~~er is 
whole . . . I have interrogated the. 
memory of the living and the. dead 

;flll6w l can] •finally begin to 
live my life .:_ 111)' ·own. 

mb·.• ... e·.· <I','.,, 

The 
By DA.YID J;IEJl'fZBJi;Q~ 

Imlljedi;ltely after GQd. creat!'d man, He 
enjoiried him to bi, fwitf\11 anfi multiply and 
thus inhabit the earth·(Ber.eishit f:28):This 
imperative was originaJly·directed IO all of 
mankiml, howevet,.when the Torah was 
giyen at ~inai, the obli;ation was restricted 
excl.usively . to. Benei Yis.,,<rel ·(Mishneh 
Lamelekh, Hilk/mt Me/akhini · JO;?). In fact 
this t;t.1le iuaintain~ tNit ~y, iuitzv~ ,cOJn­
mailded · prior /o Mr,tan, Total/ and not 
reJ."'"ted afterward b!,caine the 1'0le respon­
sil)ility and right ofBenei Yisrael. The 
change in SC(>l"' of the mitzvaq of prQCi,,a­
lion mayre~t a cha11ge jn purpos~; bewre 

. FOCUS:Relationshtps ..... . 

Where ·Honor ··Is, Due 
The Rebbe!Talmid Relatio.nship At Yeshiva 

By ELI CLAllK 
Aristotle wrote: "Teachers who educate 

children . deserve more. honor · than 
pare111s ; . ' \.for the la1ter provide mere life 
while; the (ormer ensure a good ,lite.',' Honor 
fot.'lne's teacher (in Hebcew, kevod rav) 
ilssu~i;,a ,ptomillent positim,i in Jewish Jaw 
as<~ve,?L In 'his 'C.ode (Chap, 5 of Hil1<.h.Ot 
Ta1/ilud. Torah), Rambam sets dcw,1 ll)e laws 
govemil\g the-, student/teacher n!"lations~ip. 
Ile pegins: 

.. Just as a person, is cgmmanded, to 
honoT ami' revece his· father, so he is, 
reqUircd, to honoi 'and revere, h:s 
teacher (rav), for his' father 'gave,hirn 
life in this \YOrld, while his 1'Qv Who 
instructs him !1) wisdom, secures for 
him life in the world to 
cOrrie' ... There js no honor higher 
than honor due to' the rav and no 
reverence (;greater] than reverel)ce for 

-the raV'. Our Sages said, Reverence for 
your rav shall be like the fear of God 
·(Ethic'S of the Fathers 4, 15)." 

Rambam's prefaCe,elevatcs the c~mcept of 
keVf!d rav,to astound,ing height's., ~fter com­
parine kevmfrav Jo }.lonor!i:1g,one's parents, 
Ramb'am -adopts rhetorical superlatives, 
finally likening the teacher/student relation­
ship to'the Jew's rel~tiOnship to God. Indeed, 
this comparison recalls the statement of R-. 

Aldva.(BaviiKama4lb): "'Thou shalt fear 
e/the Lord your God (Deut. 6:13)' [the aux, 
iliary term et] implies that the learned man 
·is also to be feared." 

Tlie Tosafot.commcntary (ibid.) points out 
that R. Akiva's lesson appears supertluous 
because the acknowledged biblical sour<;<, for 

~kevod rov is the:,versr. in l,evitic,us (19:32): 
··Give honol' to the presence of qne mature 
jn Wisdom." The Tosafot therefore con­
cludes that R. Akiva intended to detive an 
alt!'gether different law. that which governs 
the specific case of rebbe.inuvhak (primary 
teacher). 

Ram?!im, aiSu tiW.kt;s i.i1i:i pait_iF"~lar distinc­
tion, After detailing laws governing a stu-
9ent's deferral to his raV's, judgment and 
halakhic decisions, Ramtiam clariftes·(5:9): 
"When do. these.rules apply? With a rebbe 
muvhak, fa 'J'.'av] from ,WhOm one has lear[!­
ed the majorityofhis kno,vlei)ge. B·ut if one 
did not learn niost' of his knowledge from a 
rav. t~C; relatioll~bip is that of a junior to.a 
senior, sctio;far ,>~d \:!Re i~ not required to 
hollQr.hi.'ll id all:;t)le[afo~ntioned]ways.'' 

ln.tlie:following chaptet.Rambam proceeds 
to 'detail tl]e·laws goveiii1rtg· honor due all 
Torah scll<\lars (talmidei chakhamitri): "For 
every tpl,;,id .cljakham, it is a mitzvah to treat 
hi.rtt,,With honor~ as ,it says, "Before a rrian 
g,ay w.ilh age ,shalt thou rise up and give 

,honor to th~ presence of a man n:i:~~ure in 
wisdom.'' 

Rambam's choice of prooficxt is consonant 
with tho expla~tion of the fosafot in Bava 
Kaina, Both attribut,; the laws governing ~ll 
tab!zidei chakhamim to the verse in Leviticus; 
the laws of rebbe muvliok, on the other hand, 
would derive frofp R. 'Akiva's explanation 
of "Thou shalt fear et the Lord your God." 

Rabbi Isaac Zeev Soloveitchik, in his 
monograph on· Rambam 's Code, elaborates 
.1.pcm the distinction between these two com­
mandments. The staggering scaJe of kew1d 

:;e;:~;;~!~t:er~;;.:~;!k~~f!~:.~~: 
comparison to,honor due one's parents-im­
plies that the rebbe muvhak assumes the 
religious ro_le,of surrogate father. AU other 
scholars command honor aS well, but only 
in recognition of their scholarship not in 
gratitude for influence on one's life. 

An etymo!og!Ca! proof w_ay be, stJmmon­
ed in suppe>rt of R. Solovei~chik's expla~a­
tion. The fifth commandment, "~-0nof thy 
father and mother.'· utilizes the Hebrew 
word kabed ., R. S. R. Hirsch suggests that 
this word shares the- root (k.b.d) with the 
Hebrew word meaning heavy. He concludes 
that honor , in this sense includes an 
acknowledgement, of va~\le_ , arid Y/orth 
(qualitative ''weight''). However:, the verse 

in Leviticus, "give honor to the presenceof 
one mature in wisdom.·: employs the term 
hadar to mean honor. In other conte•ts (Lev. 
23;40, for example) hadar dcn,,ces physical 
beauty. The connotation of appearancr. in­
dicates that only an oue.ward display of · 
respect is commanded,. 

Is there a d!ff~rence between treating a 
man ,vith dignity and acknowledging a man's 
personal worth? This question exposes ift:l 
essential aspect of the_ rebbelllJ/mid relation~ 
ship'at Xeshiva Universit}' . 

I have heard it said that there is no kevod 
rav ~t VU. Io my opinion this critique is both 
:.,...,;..,.,.;""" ,..,.,1 ;..,,..,,,.,.r,_.,.,,. I n,oufrl g,an;:.r-<>ff?•p 

that most students ho~or their rebbe. They 
rCcogniie their rebbe1 s scholarshjp and his 
dedication to living a Torah life. Call this 
respect as admiration. The typical YU stu­
dent seems Jong on this type of kevod rav. 
In shorter supply is the kevod rav associated 
with the rebbe 'mq.vhak. I-ionorinl! one's 
parent~: includes. a11 obedience, the :-.~ubsum­
.ing of one's will under that of another. This 
i-: rr:-.pcct as emulation. NQting thi; e:o.:ep­
tion,. one nevcrtheleSs perceives the difficul­
ty experienced, ,by many YU students in 
translating admiration into emulation. 

Many rea~ons for this phenomenon sug­
gest themselves. If this problem is endemic 

continued on page 11 

Y,oung,.. 
Hiilakhot 

and. The R,es,tles.s 
Of Postponlngl Yarriage 

Matan Torah the cofflmandm'ent enjoined the 
perpetuation of mankind in general, while the 
p6SI-Matan Torah purpose was (and still is) 
t\le •perpetuation of the Jewish people. 

This mitzvah, thee first COplmanded to 
Adam,, assu?1es aposiotion of great impo~­
tance in Halakh~h. For example the gemara 
(Megi/lah 27a) states.that the prohibition to 
sell a sefer Torah sbsides if the sale will 
facilitate marriage, or learning Torah. 
Simila,ly, according to the gemaro (Ketulwt 
72a) a man may divorce his wife without 
paying her ketubah if she refuses to have 
children. Sµch an attitude does much to ex­
plain the statement in Kidtmshin 29b that one 

who delzys marriage beyond'the age of twen­
ty is guilty of a grave sin and will be duly 
punished (see Maharsha ad. loc. who ex­
plains how the prescribed punishment is 
conunensurate,with the ~in Committed). 

The Gemara's severity sparks an obvious 
question: by what right do so many today 
postpone marriage beyond the age of twen­
ty? Twenty yea.rs is clearly the upper limit. 
The preferred.age at which to marry accor' 
ding to the mishnainAvot (5:24} is eighteen. 
In Kiddushin.(loc. cit.} the gemara goes fur­
ther, advising the person to try to marry 
when he turns thirtei,n. Ttie gemal'(l's opi­
nion is based upon the manifold·halakhic dit: 
ficlllties with postponing marciage. 

The first problem is a biblical concept 
described in Pesachim 4a, zerizim mak4imim 
lemitzvot viz. perfortning,a mitzvah at the' 
earliest possible opportunity. For e~ample, 
the blit mi/ah is customarily perfonned in the 
morning to fulfill this concept of zerizut. 
However, zen'zut is waived for reasons of 
convenience; circumcisions are often done 
in the afternoon to accomodate guests. So 
too. one could justify postponing marriage 
or the begetting of children for reasons of 
convenience ifzeriz.utwere the only problem. 

However, theChazonish's interpretation 
of Moed Katan 7b which discusses the time 
for reiyat negaim (as quoted by R. Herschel 
Schachter in "Family Planning," Joumafof 
HaJakhah and Contemporary Society, IV. p. 
12} may imply that zerizim makdimim lemuz­
vot is not the only problem in delaying mar­
riage; such delay constituies bitul hamitzvah, 
defaulting on the commandment. The 
Chazon lsh distinguishes between two 
categories of mitzvot: those of higher inten­
sity and those of lesser intensity. Mitzvot 
belonging to the former category that have 
no prescribed time for perfonnar.<e must be 
fulfilled Ill.the earliest possible mometlt. The 

mitzv~ of procreation, 'a,mitzvah of grellt 
intensity lacking an explicit tim~ for perfor­
man,ce~ m1.1:st therefore be performed as ear­
ly as possible. Any delay would constitute 
more than a lack 'of ,zeiizut (the circumcis­
ing at three p.m. instead of at eight a.m.)~ 
it would be performing a mit:~vah after its 
prescribed time (circumcising the child on 
the ninth instead of the eighth day}. 

The Maharam Schick (responsa Even 
Haezer no. l) suggests another difficulty 
with postponing marriage. H:~ wlls a~ked if 
one may delay marrying in the hope of fin­
ding a better spouse. The Maharam Schick 
responded thai there is a rabbinic principle 
of "chayshinan lemitah /eze,nan rnerubah." 
one may not 'postpone fulfilling a mitzvah for 
a lengthy period of time for fear that he may 
die. {This rule applies only to mitzvot which 
need not be performed in a short time inter­
val, e.g. tefillin which must he worn daily.) 

In that responsum. the Maharam Schick 
also addresses the question of delaying mar­
riage to team Torah. He answers by quoting 
the Rambam (loc. cit.) who permits such 
delay ifmarri~ge will adve~ly affect,one's 
learning. Based on this, many benef yeshiva 
postpone marriage beyond the prescribed 
age. 

R. Herschel Schachter explains this ruling 
in his aforementioned article (footnote no_ 
36). He writes: 

Perhaps the idea behind this is, that 
since the whole mitzvah of piryah 
veriryah is for the purpose of 
perpetuating Klal Yisrael, the ultimate 
pu,rpose of which is mesorat haTorah. 
passing Torah from one generation to 
the, next, and a person's learning is 
also for the purpose of perpetuating 
Torah for Kial Yisrael, it may he per­
missible to delay marriage on that 
ground. lndeed. the Gemara tells us 

in Sanhedrin 19b that one who teaches 
someone else's 1::bikt Torah is con­
sidered al'> if he fathered, him. 

lt should also be noted that the Maharam 
Schick quotes the Rambarn {/shut 15:3} who 
states that even if marriage will adversely af­
fect a person's learning. if that person's sex­
ual desire has reached dangerous heights. he 
must get married anyway. 

From the above sources it seem~ evident 
that the postponement of marriage for mere 
convenience is prohibited and very negative­
ly viewed by the Gemara. However. if the 
reason for postponement is the desire to fur­
ther one·s Torah knowledge .. then the Ram­
bam (loc. dt.) and the Mechaber (Even 
Haezer I :3) permit it, 

Unfortunately, in contempora.ry society it 
is often tinancialJy impossible co marry at age 
eighteen or even twenty. Most people at that 
age,are unable to provide even minimally for 
a wife. let atone a family. Thi~ may Indeed 
be an overriding consideration. The Gemara 
(Sotah44a) discusses the order in the Torah 
of those people who are exempt from going 
to war. The reason the one who has. built a 
new house and the one who has planted a 
vineyard precede the newlywed (the newlyw­
ed ostensibly should have been listed first l\,r 
he would suffer the most anguish) is to teach 
us che proper way to lead our lives. First a 
person-Should put his lite in order and attain 
financial security. and only then should he 
marry. However~ once a person reaches the 
age when he and his wife would be able to 
survive financiai!y. albeit with difficulty. 
they are obligated to marry. The only excep­
tion (and even this is only temporary accor­
ding to the overwhelming majority of 
posekim) is with respect to someone who is 
learning Torah. 
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eclipse<.lfr~!l/!i?n,, > .•. ·. . · <. < 
Hayim Nachman Bial.ik, the central force 

in !be birth of .modern HehtelV. JlQl:lry, at­
..t~IJI~-~~·: Jo -.. b~__i.I:d_-_,~_-- n~w. _po:et1c_. .. _sty~i~ :o_n -t~_e 
_fo~_n.dati?ns. :~!.-~~- -p_ttst . .-: lR::his -y_9utp. _ he 
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1"',l•!o<ll·.\n.th.e\l'lll~ing<,fpcetry .. Pnetry;tQ<J., 
.;,\:~i<;hai-_Jt~~~s~ J~i~~T -l_~~s __ ba~!'·,tri _l~ng~' 

· lng;<>r fo,Wcard io.lio~, All <>flµd;ri,;in, ~e 
illtr~.:Hs·t?roqsiqer:~ irs __ Ji'tef<l~-f:~." .li~rgy,, 
tnii;zv~ ~DQ-fi;tlacfiit,_.~ js _ _rich'"wlth:w~a_n,-

· /6is ···1'3!fitio!l,,L.chj!~lw<,d. ;~ • afi fs~J/; 
'.A!l)ic!laie.X!"'TT"!WOOthe .. pregf~~lities.Qf 
the tiiiyJe":ishS™"· He con~!<) Ii.is small 
lltldience:uu~ wlu,t war is,;;u,<1 I belong 
on ~pea,;e•ide.of.things. lhltsp\l'lllUy wars 

:: EJnli!~"i!nalwayg 
tu'1ljntQ stahbings,Tuer;,fo~, the s!\>~9f 
now~ ls better. tl!aIIttru, §log~!l for pciice.:' 

Forover.fifiyr~,Aml~l{ai.has/~v~io 
··•• ••the cit;' v,~~li.l!j!\Jl)'.and m<><\ei;ni~res.ide.· 

sil!J,,b~7'id<!, ~'<la)'.~'i3tt;tl),/Ni!ll its. 
..•.. /iast,p~t;!iitlir~Jux;;,p<)<!iti/ms,·•~!llS.to 
• be wlit;re· Yeh~Amifh~'"•~· liµilt 

es~tia/ly on l\,e.princi~ iif.ttllditron :md 
iimo.v-atlon~ is ttmst at' hOille..-: He ·-writes: 

fim:,so,leni.is:f,;lf of u.s~dJ.e,.,;s .. ;. Winn··· 
""''Im nm..,,,., ) > .·. , 
l~"'llsec"'fd/1,i,µl;.~li.tly damaged; 

p.~.ri~nc~!--~-~-1'.t!,:.su·c~--as;·.:-~T_he Jalmu_d<~.t.u-_ 
depj"and.''Pn t~e thresholdso{the.flo~&e 
of Ptay~r. '! .A.s the•!?""!\ 1\. C~rmi, ob.ser:ves, 
i:ti,s· __ pot:tiY-~.·.iaden .. :V!ith_ -biblical rere_~e_nc~_s. 

.. :~ '.:~a_p_it~-J~te_~ :s_µ~cess~ye: sta;es_9f ~tocy.-.': 
,Q~c«r?ia,!n, .:""w~__:.: d~~~°:v:et' ~q_e_.--;_._r~inan~ic-_ 
historical quality ot'Hebr'.'w !?""Icy, .Like 
Halevi, Bialik.harhl!red a greJ!!passion for 
,'.ion, anddedicat<;d hisJifo t1> the re~ival of 
flebrew language and~ul~re. Yet, whe,n. he 
i111migr~tedto Palesti~.•. i.n J9Z.2., .he. ceased 
to write JlQl:lry,Jhis,<>ddity epitomizes .. the 
ph~no.~non of Jiebn,w JlQl:try: always ex, 
pres_~-i~g ·_long~ng·<-wbi_le. siip~.Jtane,;m~Jy_ 
resist)ng fµ.lfillment .. Thus, .. once. beyond the 
~t,n_flne:~ Ofth:;·_y~~~iy_a~ B_ialL~:~rqte fond!Y 

•0 :'-...-' Qf. :t~a_t- _,·-~-~p~_ri~n~_e; ; _~nd _-_once_ ,he_. ·he_ard 
'.:::_, .. ·-- H~~-~e-Y{-~i_n_g.f~.k,'?•n;s __ a H,:.i~g}a~g~a_g_c. 

~- /,{:' -he·_ ~~5ed/_ tt\!Ji~e<,P~s. : __ . , 
' _ °Fhr:_.-y?:u'ng~_r-),~~-igr~~~-~i-~;--_ thls_: e.r:a 

• • < XfSen1!,1.<'9tbe firstqjtic~l.h<>urs a{terbirth, 
··. dltting.)l'.hic0:abatiiaccumates.to the shock. 

ing!y wonili'Q~s reality of being ltli.ve;. Afier 
twOt~o~~nd-y~~ of __ l_ingujs~i~ ex·ik·-~rd~n_t 
HebrewJeturned horn!}. and co~fron~d the 
,,n,c1¢r11i<!iom .. Young JlQl:lS like Avraha111 
S~lO_nsky; a __ ~u-~s_i~J'.1-~0IJl·:ki~_bu(Zft_i~; -~mli_.,­
s-io,:,ied_ a _·rt_aW;f_aL:tr~nsiHon :frott1-di_asp9_ra 
~u~3ism:· ~o- -_~od~rn. Ju9_{lisl1l. ·_ill, P::,1les_tine; 
from ~rv,ing pod through prayer. a~d s1udy 
to serving God by.~rking tb<'land. In his 
.P\l<'llJ, ·'1'oil,'' .he i~gines how physical 
avpdah ·wm n,place the avoduh of•prayer• 

fr&ibjiellt, Ii~ f,requei>!IY sp.itals fonv~rd .. ·~nd 
jumpsb3:"f \IS'!~Iaspo<JI~ tlietnes repea~c 

• 1y refer t<>~ past.and .rec~.f:intlte p~t. 
Amkhai b~gi11f--;ltl1Sb!ll11e/ lfa-Nagid;.the 
~n!), century ~f\,r poet '\'Id "'arriQr. A 
devotW Jew, H":·N~gi~ esp,es,,ed• his 
as.theJicljl\letic 11r11~ in .bptlt ~q¢<1 .•nd 
~lWI?""JJlS, ffi,s.'NllfJl?"try in J)llT!i!,ular 
stri~~:-.the·s~ad:r'..:Vf:i~\jj~---,vivid. ·.~~ei:y- '· ' 

RabbiYeliuduHaleyi, .the nextmec.lie\,aJ 
fi~_uiet.- _:~~a~(:::~--?~~.ts¥.irtg: SCntilar--:--~!l~ 
p~illlSOl'lJ!}[/aS"!ell asa JlQl:l-Of,iis1inCttQO. 
Rec<>gnjzed Jnustly fothis po<jll)S'ofy.,arn-. 
h;gf<lr Ziog•(Zwn Ma.Iv; ml/ali,:fefe;Nof 
Me_s()~_/fe,~e~-~ -1!_~le_\:l_ialso :wn,te ·JO_~ntjc 
lo~e ly:rics; infused,witll·biblicai .language 
and.metaphor, 

l '"." 11,e fire Pf Y""'. che~l,s, 
t .. Jn,t mt! fir,,- u,fth feec When f am 
tkm/J,. •itis.tl;er~ timt1 /,,;J,,tfl,r 
~: ...• ·· ...... . 
{;J/, //i4t 'f tp{)U/,J _,J, )'O~T T~d /ip~ 

11,l,t :. ••·. ...... < J/am,,•./ikegi,,~wdl$, .. 4'f!d.myfiu,,s 

_;.-_::;_._.-:. /:- .. ->/:-:"'.-.-:",:. --_-­
~ef;'~~;-tp~, -~th_~r~ in'.t/glp.1io_vs 

'":''?-~r:'!f:---~q,ny _colo_v.rs~ , 
f'','d at dp""',>lead'1'• to<my{o#, 
'M_)l larufi:, wrapped, ;,. white, as in 

•· a P_rtiye,: dl.a11Jt. 
rhf/><>USef standfo~th ~efrontlets; 
andtlie roa,/Jspo,wd by ltand, stream 
dcwn ·like fhylattery straps. 

. P~cy, ~)!~mp~, thn:i11g~ the c~e.fµI "P· 
plic:a~~~--~! __ a:·f~_w -W~fds~ :t~ pain_t_ _p.i~tures 
a{ "!li'I"~ .~, l)lOre: TIie Mblical origin 
ofe<Jn!e,npo.-.ryHe~~;vvocabullrry grants 
fld),e,v po<Jts ""':'!'WI a<fvantage over others 
in.;jliatt!!ldi,;,)(lu;il w<>rds. and . ""!Ji\'' ~e 
alre3\ly "1t1ip~ w.hole chapt~r, ofmean° 
ipg, ''.~i)iv;le<ti~PellCil mt\le Sealed Car.': 

.. by~~ Hi,b~~t,mtjsdiolar, Dim 
P3lliS; d~ic;s hµmant1)!g!'<iyin t;venty fonr 
,words: ~ ·, 

' ; .. ,,.::~- : __ . : __ . '" .. _--, 

'Hii-r,-ti_ in- .t_he .-tra1J$pqrt 
1., Ev~ 
AndAM,.my.,on 
1f. ?if?ll .. >li!iul.d. * my elder·"'" 
Gain, A,f4,n~ S01> • 
Tell min that 1 

::-:--·:·--.·._:_:.·f_;. _. _ _.y: __ ---_·:"·----_::_ 
•·Jl)q ~a/1\es~ve,~bel,.Cai~,··ilII\Ded",atelv 

recall !lt!} . 'Genes ls ' sl<iry, w~ thitti> of 
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J~· J!lt< .. ~ou.th. 
~yes Of Yehuda Amichai 

oj~-~k,~_!ltV~iiriii_ja'i _a~_arettes~-of e~if,· t~~ first 
~~il.haJ)d the l>old'Cryinwllorr~r ~f the. first . 
1•l!lr9er; The~• patadigmatjc .· incidimts. 
~J!l""fi l(Jr011ghou.1 hull)llll llistoiy • The 
Oil<>, •',Scrawled in Peircilin the Sealed 
C~r-~ '/ .J~t1r ~s_ with:·vlsic,ns pf our c~ntltry • s 
-~Qriif _(Je9~-~i-~, expe(~~n~e _--:- ·sea~e,d. ;train 
cars ,rall)h\edwithhull)llllsargo. Tijis poem 
~as .. ~<;'. end, · .. bi;t leads back. cydically 
to.the 11\lginning (''Tell him·· l~e I,Eve/ 
An~ <"liel my son . •. . . /') re~ting lj\<e a 
liroken re5ord th~. ~ver,unfoltling tragedy 
of the hum,n,con~mon, 

S!milarlf, in his ''Poem.\Vithout End,'' 
A:·!Jl_ich+ti_ ~le~s·aJew potent words-and joins 
them in _a 'ct:mt_inuaJ drcle. 

:f~tde' t_h''e-_· /1-rd_nd·.riew .-,nUSeum 
there-~. a~_ (J_l4 __ SJTl:~gog~e. 
bf.side tJie syMgogue is me. 
lnsuf,e me 
myC:·l{earf· 
. InsiiJe·. ·mY· heart 
a -museum. 

/~t·t~e· ~t#eitm 
a1yru,gog,µ, 
irts_idtf'il 
J,i-e~ 

insid<{'me 
,~y_ h'eart; 
{n:sf4~: .m§'heari 
~-·museum, 

_V.nuk~ ihe,ir )~re~e,cessOff ~' H~~rew _· poetS 
t~:r0:~'Jng i.UJ:l .. ·i_n· · Jsrael_ .and· younger., S_abra 
pde_ts~ ,_ appmac_hed,· · H_ebr~\.\':. as _t_hc;,it' .native_ 
to,~gu~;.J3.i'?li~~I ti~es.,:Heb~w--le,t_ters,,were. 
.ag~o used IO spelf out the sacred and the pro­
fane; to speakof prophecy al\{I harlotry. With 

,- -tg_is,:~n.!lliQd_. .~ne m_a_y: app_reci~te Amic~i'·s 
spei:iql S,,,.'i,.echfyanu (blesingfonenew,al) 
fur the l'irst Hebrew speaking. pros1itute in 
!e_l.'Aviv_:· IJla m_o_re:so_bered·tone._ Amichai 
·.~xpo4nd~. upo~·. this·. pb_eoomenon io · his 

. poe,n. "Nation~! Thoughts": 

People ~ught in a homeland.frap: 
tQ_speak ,ww,in this w~ary _language~ 
a· ~ngvage ·that., W£l,S ..t'orfft from. :its 

\\'.~;-~~-$l. won~_Cfr 'if God's·r9Je fo _our W~rld 
ifr~~ _11u1~om ~od- mecfl;tpi_cal a_~ his_ µiother's. 
Or perhaps, .raw acts tn~S/. deliberately be 
p~rfonned··i_o ordertO.r~.aJiz~ SOIT_!e.pl_easant_ 
and. presenll!ble.end. such as the family's 
Shabbat meal. 

1ewi•b·1itera(ure.•has always· liuiltupon 
me\flp~o.dc~J idiiti,itbh.i~S. ·In the}lib.Ie_. 
Jos_~p_h'. :C~Q?par~s. :)flc?b1:··L.~~h_.··~nd· N_s 
bro,thers.t?:the _st,tp.: mqon_ and-. tleve~:stars. 
'fhe m0\1~11). Hebrew. poets. sh~w paqicular 
sen_si1-iv.ity to the importance of meJ:tPh.or in 

. lh~ Jewish literary t.radition. 
lndee\l, · µ,uch of. their poetry reads iike 

cqmmenta_ry ,}in-. the :spirit.-:of .M·idrash ·. and 
Aggadah. • ·. · ... · ..... . 

_Eve;f,1-\~'Tal_m!Jdi~ and::_halalhic.Iitintture, 
A1Jlif-hai se~s _:a.\·~e.rtain:;-VPf!tic· sens_iblitity. 
_Opp· ~~Y-,'.~~gu~·wb~~~r th~ l~ws_ surroun­

. <!i~gkash.ru/,. or tlre F?mmandtnents to take 
~/ulav., bui.ld a succab and eat matz<lh offer 
mL1c~_:.io . .the .. w,:~Y'.(!f prac~i(;aiyaiue, but they 
.embody .uni;leoia~ly poignant .symbolism . 
A_tpk~_ai. ~op~def_rff,;.~s~-i.' :p_~~i~ comrnen­
la','''.; not in hislangua&e, butin ~is. ability 
to '·speak di~l">'tically about what is nol a 
r~l.ity ln :order,-to live th'at:reality.:.'.' Rashi 
Often.;: e~plail}S 'th~."-_te,u with a :plidrashic: 
paial,le.. <jt1iwing · parallels be.tween. the 
-f~miH_ar_ sc.enarjo_s. of_ t_J1e.,-pafab_le ·and. the 
biblic~·l _s.itu.~tipn .from which. we .at:~ _Je!D;· 
!)(>rally and • ernotiJmaUJy distanced/ The 
Jal rnqd\>ft.en .resorts lo parable as a. me!hod 
of explal)litio~;i'ind parables ate ~o tn(!re than 
m~_tap~o~J.'r"Q~t;ra.~x.e,~~ess,. ... -:, -.:~·., :, 

. ••• An<>tiJl:q/wmwelli modern, Naih~Zacl). 
i~ ~i~!l"ent., '".As·~~D!I,'' str~11&le~,wi1h th.e 
rrl~a_ni~~ ()f:::G,0j_)_ ~~phQti~~-'.·.P_rP,rP,ise, to 
Abrah~it! \ha\ his.i;fes¢enll~O.ts wiU l:5e ~ 
~ij~f'..~~s.: -~~-~·.the·.sand on. ~e ~-~h. anO the 
stan-in the'.h~V'r.~~·'.·,.: T:his::ap~r~:to-'be __ a_n 
exa11gerafion, Perhltj,s, Abraham'.s descen, 
da~~:'-:ar~. d~iD,t;{i· .:t_o.. ::~ ~~ -~~-tt.ered. as 
wea!)1ere<j, as trod ~pon ''~ s;m~." 

Si~it.~rly 1 .,th'ree:-.IT\odern. pa;ets ·reviSit·and 
rpi~terp'.e' theAkedah; the binding .of Issac. 
lo Amir Gilboa's poem, "Xitz~hak," the 
s_o!l; reprtscntati:v:e· of th.~.Jews in Palestine,. 
[ecounts:in :l1iorror ,the.sal;rifii:e qlhiS-father. 

l=.'flfmin Talmudic and halakhic.Jiterature, 
Amichai perceives a ce.Fta.iit poetic 
sensibility 

s/~ep fn. the .Bibl.e: di>zzl<d, 
z¥ wo_b.ble$frt;n11,. ·mau(h to. mo,uth~ In 
,t l.Ar,.guage··that once-described 
mtr4cte,s.an.d God} to Say·car, bomb: 
God. 

lnjoiningmeanings and concepts from (.lis· 
~nt ~ges., · modem. Hebtew_ ~try 'inh~re:s a 
dis\iott tnet;Jphotjcal quality .. Metaphor jux­
tapP~: dispa~te experie.nc~s~·: composing 
,me~rii_ng$ ~r greater thai:i the. su~ .(?f the i_n~ 
d.ivi4u_at_ .~rts. - m~r,e specific.~ yet opeffto 
el1d}ess. i":te_rpre~aHon:_·For'el{~le~-.when 
Amkhaib\,gins a !'Q<'\11, "God's hand in the 
WQ:,iql Uke 'I'Y mother's hand int.he guts of 
tlje shu,ighlere~ cbicken/ on Sabbath ~ve," 
w~·,~µtrITNJ.l the.violence of this imaget_and 
at th~· 1µ1_f0e time fini:i. solace jn i.ts nostalgic 
v isloni; of Shah!iat. 

. Wl\en l)e asts; "What does God see 
thr<ll(g)i tl)e wi,)d;,\>'I While his hands reach 
iil\\,.tijo woiJ!I?/ ~at does my rnothe.r see?" 

Abraham. · who rep,esents European Jew 
perishing 'in .the Holocausi, and' desp3:irS af 
his faihire-to save hiS father.. HayimGouri'.a 
HHeritage"' lalTieots,,tlie tragic'leg_an. paSs­
ed .down by Issac to his des.:endents. Issac, 
as.· the-story goes,, was not ~acrificed .... ·.Bu~, 
"bequeathed thal hour to his offspring. They 
are bom:witl:i a _knif~ in.their hearts_. H Rather 
than treating the Akedah as merely an 
historical ·event,· they renew .its mea11.ing for 
t!'&tti: _genefaiio_ll,-

The poetic inteq,retations offered by 
Gilboa aoo Gouri are p,,rticularly important 
because they fel're$Cnt a shift in the. treai;nen.t 
of Biblical · subject maUer. Whereas the 
t:flrlier nic,cle{lls .IJ...~:bibllcai _i~gery _and nar· 
rative to ch;:trge_ their nationalistic_ poems, 
these younger .poets graft tl!eir own ex· 
perfonc~ o.ntoth~· narrative, Amicha.i:s·ver-: 
s!on-ofthis bibli<;al ~iwde takes a h~ge im­
agin"a,tive le.aP and· an.11Qunces • .-:T~ rcill hero 
of the..lsSa,c story was the (am/who didn't 

know about the .conspiracy between the 
others." 

Mµc~ .of th~· h_umOf::. _W~ wit~~s.s·. ill 
Aml~~ai's reco)Jccti6n5-.rest1!!.8'from h_i~ju~-· 
rnposition· of rever4f: traditim1al images _and 
sl~ck m0µe~ o,nes, ~uch as·tsaac ~~ a ···yqung 
ma.n,.taoo~·and_manic°-red in hisJilZZ)'.SUit ''. 
N.°-_doµbt,. most_cxampks:s:c_~.frvm a fo_nd-. 
Qt,ss·.for J~wjsh lore and·p·ra~tic~: . .-'.Yet~:the 
distance .A!Jl.ichai pµts betweenJ,lJOllel(and 
his· irftditfo(l ._cw1vcys -no~ _only -a _~n·~ _Of 
_huinor: but a ~ertain-_d_i_sc_omf()rt wirff:qr­
thodox beliefsi. In '' A Song of Lies on. the 
Sa~b~tli.," . .Atnichai;t°~ou11t~ ·~pw. • .,is.-a child, 
hewould:lie·toJ1is..tathe,r.- ··1 Went to anocher 
·syoagQgue, .. he furth'er adl11its,: ~~since' then~ 

spj_rirual ~rfodl{m. 'fhu,s. Arnic}lai'tfr_etort·: 
1'We.Se\Vs wHI fix it that there .will be nd 
r,uch ·Mes$fa_h, ·' 

Ami~hai .m~y_ Wen char·at;tcriz~. _the 
·quintc~senlial Hc!>rew poet,·himself trapped 
Petwe~n .. the tWQ .worlds of the ld~;tl.and rhe 
reaJc In an e\irly pocn1, ''OfThree or Four 
!n-·a ·'Ro9rrL_'·'" · he :rre~~ms h,!s 'i!'lli"lg,~ of Jhr 
poet: · · · 

Of t_h,ree .. (Jr fiJ_ui in:a 'rootrJ 
thireJs'alway~ one who stands ·b.eside 
th.e :UJind(ili/ 
f{e._1!1,u.st. s_'e,e thf_·e,uil' 'am.Ong t.horn.s 
'and·· ,ih,e fires or,, i,hP.. .hill. 
anlha.w peppl'e,·w/jO .. vJent o(/.t-, o/their 

IQ joining me,arti11.9:s ~ncJ concepts from 
distant ages, 1110(1ern .Hebrew poetry in­
heres a distinct metaphorical quality 

1y·!n_g has al\\:'aYs· tasted ·v.ery, sweet _to·_me·," 
But only,·in the. last two lines do-,we feel-the 
full)mport ofsimple lies and the irony they 
hold tor orie di5-t,eHeri.ng oftra4i:_ion's .s"'.~t 
p.r,omi~s: ''.And: my·fath~r re~uJ~ed- the:lie 
when he d_ied,;- '}'ve __ go~e. !O·ar_o~:ei:, ... _l.i,fo._'_' •• 

Lik.e Shlonsky', Amichai suggest.~ao.aher• 
nat_tV"e to the . _dtu~Jis_µ~ :,"ti<iditi0:~S .. o .. (_past 
generatiq~s; '._l;he _po~ -.itnp.ro_ye;s_'.i:\i&,_~~;t,c;i­
ty. fo'. making metaphorical 'reiati9Rships 
wh,en ,one_ o.f the:_ thi~~;.<:o_rn~~ _.rem~ins 
qistant en~uiih tol:5eheld ali an/'other'': a 
thing .th~t o.nce .. Was, bu~ nQ ·IOnger. is: . .t com­
plete. reajity. Standing on the periphery of 
traP.i_tion,, Ainichai· !s _a~le· to:see tr sefer Torah 
like a beautiful woman, After lije reading she 
is wrapped fn-a·belt,. draped in a \:'elvet gOwn 
and adorned w:ith.5:ilVe'i- ~fown·and daniling 
jewels. He lives on th.is side·of~ metaphor, 
tradition on the "Other." 

Immediately. l)ie medieval poets - as we.II 
as ·1atef aspfr4nts. suc_h.'as ,Malb_im and.Rav 
K.OQk - come to min<l. suggesting. that poetic 
distance belongs more to the.r.ealffi. o_f the ·im· 
aginatioo and de.sn 't demand that the poet ac· 
tually step-Ol!tside the' _life.,of st.ricfobser­
\rafl;ee;.; A_ 11.1?.dem l'_OOt; Zelda, HVet;i her en­
ti~. life in the ultra-Orthodox en~lave of Mea 
.Sheafim. · and remained devoutly feligi'ous 
thrqug_hout her life. Yet, even she recogniz­
ed, in her poem,·''.E~ch Man has a Name.'' 
the necessity· for each person to.establish his 
own i,dentitY be for~ God: 

·Ea,ch man. ha.s ·a name 
g£pen Mm by, his sins 
and gWffl Jjim by his lo_ngi"ngs . 
£a.ch_. man h,qS. a name , 
given him by his feast days 
and i:,ven Jiim by his. craft 

In· any· case. the .idea of· metaphorical 
distance does not state a _rule so much' a5; pre~ 
sent a d_isturbing tension 'between religiplls 
ob$ervance_cand c-reat-ive·expreSsion. Indeed. 
the special prei:hcament of Hebrew poetry 
bears."dired· relation to our initial dilemma: 
What will happen to Hebrew poetry, and 
Judaism as a whole. with the realizationc-of 
rnessi~tiic rede.mption? Just -as poetic 
endeavou,r thrives only in the gulf between 
the imagined: a,nd the real. aJJ of the poetry 
embi.xiied in Ju_d,aism wiU.on.ly-su.fV.iVe in the 
chasm _hetwee,n longing and the realization 
of longing. Poetry gestures toward reality; 
Jl!ilaism srriv~s fof. but never realizes, 

houses w·h.o(e 
are ·:given· b_ack in the evening l£kd 
small .change .. 

0/ th_ree. ,;ff four in a, Toom 
the.re iJ always one .who .stands beside 
the wtitdow,. 
his d4tk hair ci.bove"_.his. thoughts. 
Beh_ind'him, .'_lf!OTt:ls,~ 
An¢ ·in Jront-·af h.tf!l/ tioi'ces· wander­
ir,,g.-.iµithout a knapsack; 
hedrt-$ wiihout provisi-Ons, prophedes 
wit-hOut water, 
la_rge stoTJ.es tha_t·hav'e been returned 
and stay sealed, like letters that Ii.ave 
no address 
and no one to receive them. 

Robert. Frie'nd, in The Modern HebreW 
Poem1tself, e~plains that the room. represent,;; 
Our protectiVe world of.every:(lay exist~nce. 
and the·pl,ace seen thrqugh the window, fiU­
cd w·ith injustice and unfulfilled longing, In 
his vi:Sions, he_ sees how men begin tl)eir lives 
whole. but are literally broken· into small 
change l>y b9th real wars and embattled li.ves. 
The poet longs to venture out ~nto rhi: 
wilderness li~e a prophet, gather the wander­
ing voices. and, as Frie.nd states, ··return 
wilh Gixi's. word, for He is the source of the 
living_w~ters (Jeremiah).'' 

Perhaps. after a1l, the prophet is t,he. 
.quintessential poet, for the mcraphoricril rela­
tionship~. he establishes derive from this 
divine source, Jeremiah discovers hi!i pro­
phetic identity when he l·orrectly scc.s these 
relationships; 

God asks him, ··Jeremiah. what do you 
see'!'' 

"I see the hcanch.of an almond (shaked) 
tree,,~ 

"You have seen well.•· God responds. 
• 'for I' wiJl haSten (shoked} my word to per­
form it,'' 

God·asks. again '"What do you see? 
~·1 see a seething pot, and its face is from 

the north_:· 
And God responds, "Out of the north _the 

evil shall break forth upon all the· in­
habitants,'' You have correctly represented 
the. fate of your people. in a .metaphor 

Special 1hanks (and apologies/ .to Rabbi J: 
Blau, R{ihbi Shalom Carmv,. Mrs. Esther 
Roshwalb. and Yehuda Amichai. 
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:: ii\te ias1..A~el!'i~, but 
is;~fusal to ~ill A$!'$ plall~ 

f.aU. lbe•olher All1l!lekitn in 
· · g.awhl>Ie~ 
"gbt)illlhift$ -. is <ll)ly 
~ to \he l!l\"'llliVlll!al 

. Sil#~- ·SJwi.llJ 
'!ha! Slu\lil's ~ti¥!'tloll 

W",'il!l>fGW's~, ~ts<1nie.~~; 
.. ~!l~<>f iw.tit.tclive yi<1le09e: ~lllat. gll~ 

him, lb.en he Wl!S punishe<! ·~. lil• sparijlg 
.Agog, butf!l.r l<illj(,gttit\~ol'tljo: ~~l!J~ 
nati1>n; Slu\ul killell thein ~ IIU1"1Ju>Ut of 
<lheiljence lq ~Jlivu;,.e commall'l, llut ~r 
ou\ Qf$0nie 1):.i,e 9£:tnilita,:Y ,.diplm:nati9, !lf 

wll~ .90Dsideration. 
T~re were th~ 'in lsr11~l wh.o ti:!t ihat, 

"lhlca\i(\11~1'1 ~.ills, pne.•1'<>111~.n~t p~ 
sentttit\I:ii~cqinm\lllli·~contliotingwitlt 
.usuat~ IIO•~ "-- even.if weairee tltat 

· iil~~iiii·~~xtQfaDivinecol)\l\lall4 
al! olhe"1i~ UJi\n<>ralnctlQII~ ofd)e 
~!i/~'l)llll'll~IY <lf6o4 a'1d11)u~<l81l~ 
@iiJ>:lie..c.~ l'itilm<iral. '' Alld there is 
some\h~J<l' .. ll~ ;,~w:. . . . 
~~;.) •thi!ik we have. no c~ke­

. ~-~~.ijity:asgllil!etomoral~ctlonis 
11~ii1l. The 8!)IUl'9Q is not to. ~h morali• 
IY ~~. but.ylra,~ more, ll• Chaim 
J;lijskl!I', ~ :~ti"!>ed in. R. Zevill '• ls/ti"" 
l'~IOI'. Wl!Slll1'!'l\Of°"'1<,e~morat sen' 
si1'ilil)',. wilh g~t co=111 {or hul!Wl be-­
l@&S. fl)r bulDllll s11.fferi11& • • . Yet: lie lill,ed. 
. "!"id) the totlllity>of hlllakllah: lncl\lllillg 

on, 
seems a ;result of the low, almost in• 

. conceivable pla.Cll .that this ideal plays in 
Hirsch '.s pl!iloscphy. 

And seek the peace of the city whither 
1. have exil!'d yoit, and pray for ii to 
be th~ Lord, for in ils peace there w.ill 
he unlQ Y.OU peace. 

To ~apijublte l:l,ra~h's arg11men1s ror.11n 
ili"!l·Qa!ilt(i\fi;,lb~Eman~iPllti<m).·theCOn° 
ce1t <>( .tile .Je."!"i•li l!l'O.Ple · uv.ing :\ia.injn 
Is.rael conll:a4i\,ls::liis vi.ew .of the !ewisllmis· 
sion in ,11i.ec ~orl\l ~ well 11.~ · 1he M~nsch· 
ris~e/co~~allse .itto1all.x sep;ll'l!tes 
the Jews f~m the,igreli,ler.\vorld •. Furth)lr· 
more, relll111 !0·'1!•l~~ before messianic 
times will reiQ$\:lt ''material'.' as.illlP!lllll@l 
t.o Judaism, lhl!S <le~ll)lllia•j~ing . lhe Certainly, 1he ie~s 111\lflt ·see1c peii<\I; in 
"wiritual'' wbich.!Jirsc)i;ili~i7,Cli,His in• whatever .lan!l llley nw/!~il: being a li~.l!nl!l 
teiprelllion. Qf SOIU"l'IIS .from lhe \>ible W~icfi !lie patiQDS ls.110.l''\ coJ'!lTllll)d~ntdepe\ldl;III 
show Ille significa111:1r of aa.lut ~left :with upon living il)• the land •. Ye!i llirs9h 'S. l;'!"" 
no baili$ if lhe lews f"IUm ~ (sraet .. l!ssen, clusion froni Jerei.niah that the id.eal~{or 
tially; .if ls~I returns t11 their ancle11.t llll\d the Jews was in i;Xile seems shorl:5ighted in 
they will re-iln~ histoiy, lll!ll!ljl !heir .11ni- view of 11'.114ltional ~ible commentaries. The 
q~ se!f!IU!I quality .and beco!lling j!,!Sl like Metsudat David inteipreis. this Pl!SS!'$0 as 
.all the J!llliotls, pragmatic in.slnlction for.an. interim ~riod 

RosenbJolll!I, whi> seelis.lQ sl\Qw the higli. before lhe J~w~ return to their .permanent 
degn:eiof Heg,:lian influe~ on llir&eh's h1>me, Twentieth ~11cilry history has home 
writings, as)ls: "~ there ,a synthesis in , this Oil!'. One is left,with the impression that 
Hitstjfs thougb!?" He •iiswera .lltat in the Hirsch was a ireat leader, whose visiQn <li!l 
messi$ni\: era, the slate aiid the exile wllich not span beyond the immediate filture, while 
a~pre~lllJ.1um!ilhelical wiU unite into a.sll!le Jeremiah had the "vision" to speak with con-
1~ /iy~e To<l!ll_ whicb is ••anexemplarof fidence of a scenario which took over two 
the-nj(,gofiJiyine~v~Jation'l!QC/~mis-- . thousand years 10,coroe to frui1io11. ............................................................... , 
• • • • • • ;, R•&RShtkk I 
:. For Weddµ,gs.•~ Engqgement Parties = 
•• • • • .. . . . .. Wl!lll.inf!lrmation? Call: . . • 
; Roll!lilt} (212) ~ Rachel; (71~5113 = 
• • • 
I I • • I . I .. ..·.· . . .. .. . . . ... -.................. -.................................... . 

-
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; ,~;"llilii . t't'~''" l'J·•··•·····•fhe·•····.·. ·Thq'!'gfvJ••·•···· .. ef •..••.... ·· 

!"'f~ 
o.n!l> 

111e. ""til>n.,. ,t 'i'~is,~tiQJ\" mµst · .show the 
}l!orld that Q!'li if its ~Ql~Cre,a\Or, alli! tljat 
the fu,ictloo of\l~m~n l.ife is nor tp1atta!Ji 

• · possessioJ1satjdsee~ "Oi<iymen\; bul!ll!l/~, 
.to fuifi.ll ilie~i!L.of~.Dr,.¥<1~cjlai 
B~ pqinWl)\lt•t~ the con.,.;pr of;pr 
k!ioyim did nQt• '!"/linaie. li!-;tl!e nin!lleentll 
;;en)il~;.act~ll),; ·:~"xis.ten~dal!'stothe 
~~lsten~~ :o_f,Ju{Ui~~--1t_~lf);, ,H_it~h-\con~ ' 
u:ihjlt~ wasfi~t,Jn bighlightillJl it for the 
firs(time si~ ilie days of ~~<kth Ha.Uvi, 
"11d ~o~, in l,is ability to ~~ders!lind the 

uniq·····.··ue····.· •"!ll) ... ·1·.i.•.°" •..... l.··io•.•;.". ". f. th.· .. is· ... ·co··· · ... -.. ·.•. · .. pt.t·o .... h. is···.·o····.~ generation: 
A flllti<Jn ~ith sµc!J h.1gh li$p't,ations re­

quired; n<i!'Jllri.n~ lliU)er ffi()'jl' ~itio"S 
wl!ich.~oul;l·.j,,.,,,lc3tellte"'l~h!es.• DC\'OS$acy 

c!ea( tliat th~ Jews f\1,4 bee~ eQrielwt; ~· !l~•!IY•.1.Vithlri th~ H~tletl~n . eo~~ep! pf· 
111µch as w~s n~(;e,SSl!fY ~pd the Jiilid ~a~ historical t1e.:-el?P.ITI!l~L<t~ati<1J1S; 1-lirsq~'s 
b<l~ill1 1.o Be a ~¢g,1livefo!""- !'18''!/!il p(,Jiai~" djlemg\aW~ tJ,<;.!\!!l!'~ ~ l<~\JChmal's The . 
lo~ .in spirima!ifY)bef~"'s only sa,v ')he k<\ifw~re 1Iffere,nfWRl1l all nat10.11s, They 
•tl.l,\ndan~e. • qf.· eartftl.Y< .~oqs1 ,11,e ·· ha~}~lieady il\;ygl~·. o.f .. 
w~alth> .•. :w1>.1<h ha\l lett!fsra\'t lO str~x swril!f~ljty/at!ll'"'i!flY,.~lflg 
trom i1SlJlissiQJ1:;' T)le~J.lm,,it~l•~for 
;l~rael ~o .. ~~~Zf .-~~-h ~tij .~at_i?~"f~th:.~-ll\l,s.~­
s\1/'1; \t Jived ~qcof<!iog fO hjgber st\fld,aid• 
and it.haddpnew,rong: In. a(\ditiQ~,if must. 
moveoutinlll thr.wor!d.sq tliatit~ould ~r, 

i~~?~i:;_1~-~'-(l~·-:-:~~-~a-?_~i~:e~{-~t}i1_sta-~~,.~ 
· act.I.om, .. Dr. N94h H. R<>seru>.loom, in T~/1.lli­
tiQli in~. ,4g~ o[~eto,rm, pPintsnut that 
~~-Ms-e~pl~t_JQ-n--pf--t:~~,~~~ljon_:ftS-,~n 
.~~nt/id ihgredi~nt .in J.,,vish de.w,h.)pmenJ 
ii ~ilsis11:nt \'/\th \is. acc,:ptan.F · oftlie 
He~elili1T~<>?cept<lf ,-~~tructiv,e eff~ts ill~ 
.voft'."1 ii) t!Je tll);!<>~l j>f\JIOeSS." < 

.. ~}s·;io-;ilotJbt tbar:Hirsch saw~ 
· a&~ jleal P~"1fperf<!tlnance o(.ls~l's 

1J.1is$iii!1, I,le)>llints to, .the _g~ter degr~ .of 
ioi)ile~~':"°lbasliV,O!!l•mot1g~~1ions, 
'.'if in the,mi<,lst off t<iiid wh1chwors!iips 
w.eaith an~·[ljsl, lsr,jel were II}. live a trall" 
qfiil;lifoofrigliteO!l,pess !'"d love <;.; \\\hat 
a po~eilul jnstiument for g~. <:<>µld,Jsrael 
~.'' Y~, he.aJsp~elt.tlJ.ar.Ga/µt('l!d~to 
Jsrae!'.s. ()WflS!>i".ito~l\ty;. for:.•• I~raeJ live$ 
lhrf~gh hi!<to"I)' •ml ~" all·.tlie J)O\"ers •of 
otbe woflddestmyiN;. /t gains greorerfaith'.il! 
Grid . 

The key to this CQnc.ryti<>n of the diaspora 
is the roti<>n !bat !ivil)g in the la!i.d•of lsrael 

. is. not alw~y· ideal and rh~. the. current 
dispersionofthelews does not represeqt a 
d.e facto situ~tion, Tofol"t(fy. this PQSiti\lll, 
we are presented with ~. number <>f in1Ji@nts · 
in the Bible \Vb.i<:p sho"' that OU~ !,Qd ,a!ld 
forefather,; felt tlia\, at ('/'l"tllin~~- a;)lig~r 
I;,i;elofspi,itu'lli!y~an.be.g~ii)edoutside·ille 
Jand•<.1fI,.,..ef 4bra\1am;w!Jai,oblloth,-1!:ft 
tb~Jiind, oOsrael !OJO to Egyp.t f9r ~n, 
s~ly practical reasons, y~ the resµlts were 
coJ1Crete ~ins in their p,;rs<>n:il devel9pment 
~,d:-~s,s_~c~_; __ ~e/eQ_tir~_ n~_!ion_~_:_N{oi:eover .-­
arguab!y the tnOSt -i;Hm:IC!ic event iRJewi$~ 
histo')', th<\ reve!;,twn ar/dreception ofl~e; 
Toi_ali 9.11 ~ occii~-<1utside the: l,orf;lers · 
of Co/ liln<\. firnjlly, ,:!urillg Ille return of.fue 
eitijesJro/ll ~yfo9 I!)!! by_ l.lzlll .. •~ 
~,nia, j! was t~ l~ers, ID!!n of 
spiril~ll!!~ ;md wis;lf;>l!l, wl!p c~ose ro stay 
in ~l{,1 aQd evenlually -c~tetl Ute B;iby\.,._. 
nian '!'.a.Im.lid. 

~<!Senbli!91)i!l"in~f!\tt,hatl1i~hS<>~Jl!t 
to'llainlllin.so,me5!'.~.efJe,v.il<~11,~tl~ 
<WOil i~ tlie G;JWin or<!ilr.to!jtj!$tbeocie$ 

dearl?.s¢el<~itt~h!IS~ 
· tliat1).~e. nlit(on~l. as/""'~ , '.i .. 

P!lsitionf\0$ ~tak~~t?•its,;,irate'!)ein!lle 
p~ilosophy. •of pirs<1h's . ~rll\14'Qn,• Jtaij°'\ 
!s_J;H!_c·_.·t;tfei:e~· wh:9.\ },.· -~~~q~l~Pt~(1.:WQrd~'.~­
' ·~Jved thein11etcont~/ctlo1JllY•·~!l)o.v" 
initl~Jewls~ (ieopleenQJ'¢ly fil;,m the realm 
~.lus\o,Y aQ<;lplllting !llemexclµsiv.ely in tl)e 

reafi)H>ftljqpid1'laL''< ·••.····. > .. ••• 
.• As in •H•tfJirwb'.s ideas, tlie "m~.~c.ipa" 

,tt~r-.J~:: ,_:p~~~te~t: )>?lit" hl\ ~e~s< of. _its, 
pr~gmatic. ailvaiitages;and its · • 
~asis?Th • .·· ·· .... 

isii,1us·10 11\ose pf.Uteir fel/o.w· f"unirymen 
;bey•v,.ill.be_able·.10 bette': •sco1npl~ their • 
mi~_iOn,·, .. :1:he~: .3:re:,-_-f,~_ur:'. ~i_n-_;~~~ -~or­
lhls. Fiii!, !ivi~g atn0rigstgenera1.~~IY 

· ;w1 ~lng ~~ aI ~~!/; certa4'ly i\ll<iws 

~~;tf>·-per_~ive::ihe 
. 10:t'S ~ Slrll\1~!, .fu(!ll~O C<eatuies, 'fl\irg., in-
· :s~e~d:.'.of ·.~~; :f~~§~f·ro:\~.ncet,tt~e: ~cir 
t:n<:l'g~ ~D mete su.vi.~al, l!')VS \Vil( b<, abl~ 
to focus on .tbefr ultimat., task, Fin:tll:r, he. 
felt 1!iat "!Jlllf 9f\tjteJe"'S <if~is day woµI~ 
not. m, • fti~e!l · '.'Jif/On Jlaths th")' ,we,-,, tQo 
w~k 1p refus;,," .if b<,lllll Je);'.ish w~ not 
m.ade so dfffic11lt by th~ tex,:ess 9f 
opp_r~ss_iC?JLt'· .· .·:·.:-:.·.·.: .·'. · .. ,: ·.·.:·· : . 

h, 1he •. _ •. ;•f,!j~n1h .• Letter,''.• Hir~~k 

Hirsch saw 
ca·a,11.11 .. ·,t .. ·. t#l? 
.i~e,at·.·.f~ttltifJ• .. • .. tor 
P~rf.prmqn'?JJ pt 
lsrael's···mi.ssion 

presett~abibJ.icill•~~i!l'··ai$,evidt;n¢e·~·the 
</"OP pru\owphi\:af !'.(l'i!S or''e~,i)'alionU 
.wit!lir.Ju\ll,ism,.Wlwn.llleJe"'."'.wi,,-,,•exiled 
to ll~~ylon.~,erlhedestl"U~IJ of·\!Je .. fltst 
Tempi~, .the prey1NtJere,mi.lh.p:,o¢1aijne4; 

And ~ tl!e p,:a,:e of the tj;y whllh,er 
I hJ»e exi~ yo~, llrnl P'l'Y fpr. i~ I() 
th~ J:,<>id; ffl~ilJ it~ pea\!fltbere ,vllt~ 
IJIJlO yoii•pe;we. , ·. 

Hirsch ~!early.._,., th~ JlS apositii,e direc-
~ -tiv~;·.:n~:ju~t ~ ~lca~.-g~ t0 .. 5-~oilv~I:Jn 
-~~141_e;.,·_f~~~r .. ,~J--.~~s p,~_:1ne,rr~.~~ 

lyphysicai w~t4,\,ing, it ~.bl'inl;linll,llll. 
air <,f ~ !<> tli~ enlir<;•'l'orldc 11)'15,. if · 
em,11!Ci)'al'10n..-.ill l)r<l,!llOle~e!l°'1lI,tJien 
th~ Je;v,;-,tnµ•t,i,,iJJ ,<~~ clo~y as ~il>.~. 
19 lhtl stat~ wbjch ~i'-7• ~·c ~!ides th;·p~ieal val11e of~i~gto 
ac~mpl!sh·.lbejr .missiqn,·. :rmmcipali<1n ii' •­

. lij'sir;lws two main we.ii• within .flidl!ism. 
Tnouglt the general Gql{,r in •~ver form 

Furtl)~nfi<>! 
t:eYi, point· 
meJJ/()l'lii 
(Jew-Jsi.ael):1''1is>istliebelief,tll~(aitltou1ill 
J~<lai~,n lf/iS.·~· ''sp!ritu•! ~!;!his!o.n~al qµ4'•" 
ty" ',Vhicb mal,e•j\ uniquely ''Isniett· •¾ op.' 
-~.tQJ!~f-·a~(),~r 11at.JctJ1,,·c9,~c/(t~"--g·:wi~. 
.tbis:,.-i~"_the. ~ \~mi:oon _e:~-t~~~l_a~pect'.! whic_~; 
hist~rically .u.~ites .th~ Jew,yitl)all others. 
Sine~ Je,vs sijare the quality ofnrnsch'they 
are.enU!Jed .• t()·]ive all),lng.·''m•n;'' Ema.no 
ci_patip~. Js . ~-"-,: a~l~~H~~~Qtl·: :?f -tfris" kl~t_­
befa~~ . it ~nai:>le~ .Jewii;!J ·. seiritoality: . m · 
~lo_ss~}~~idi; _q:,_ctirq~'1:>~-~~: 

lt must be no~i,.l, llr~tHirsch never «?I!" 
siderea -1.lll*incipa,ion a goat ·~to ;1seir, 
r~tfi~r~: -· :'_a_.:~;W ·c.o,odition·_.fo:rjt,s iffl~~~~!'-' • 
1~)1>is li~ht, h~ did nQt orriithe fearswl),icll 
~-e_:~~---9f~.l;()Jl~itio~-'itt.~-~nY;_~ays,'~ .. \~l!CJi_ 
sev~rer than.the trial of.<>~pressio1v." !IJ tills 
statement he .alludes. to the. fact. tliat · the 
E_ntartci}jiltiOi((/an:.~H)': ~--mis_c~OSt_fµ~,_a·~ 
an end; no1jus1 a.111\l'!llS,. Cont"!ry togai.n, 
ing ~~w (esol.lfC•S ofs,~ng/h .for their. misc 
sioo: th~ ~ews co~!\! be ~111gged by th~.ir llOW 
.f9u-r:1d c~m{~r,ts- i~t(f seei._rur~m/in¢ipation- a_:i; 
the '.'ernlSof:q,,l!lf,'' AdditionaUy; !lying 
c_lo~r :t~ th~ n_~rt:fe_~&'. flle~~:_9~Y:!tli J11Q(e 
OJl~ity.to ~f(eet!l\~mpo~iit~ly, butl!Q 
/lmlbt . ii\~ negati\1¢. in\1\/~~i· of o~~i!ll, 
socif!Y;il'!l. mgre r~adily, ~ailab)e. O<ls11il~ 
these h<esltatii>.ns, }firsch had fuith that ·~n; 
c~ti?n.: wi_~_l-·aw_a~ef! .. -'·'.th_e }rue·_.spirit_.: ~h_icJr 
strives tfffulfiUt.he 111.is~~~"f.Israel.7' 

:A~_: .stll~ed __ ·p~~i~$1~:;. -I~ _is.: __ po_ssil)lrthat 
fJi_r5ch·":5 ne7ativ,_e_ ·aiji~µtl-~, t{),\Va,t:~'-the J;W 's 
physic~!; ret~TIJ to Zion ."'as base/l stric!ly on 
his ul)de~tanding ofce!lain Hlllal(bic· iss~es; 
5P<'!'ipca!ly 1/'e ,~.l"e Qat~s . wln~h faraer 
1*i>,nk~ligate\f to mien itwen\.in<o exile; 
as • menlii:>.ne<;l in Tractate. Ket!lbot /}3A. 
'.H9W_e~~.fi ·_ ~:~ev~~.:~ntio~s--~ch_ ;,i~gum_en~ 
t~tion, -~~JhU~~--~e: attteft_ ~°- _m_ake conclu­
sloris bas,:d.Oll his&lat<ll.beliefs. 

Dr: Ze'ev Levi. liJ,m article dealing with 
th~ _a\d_~des··of __ nitw_t~~W--F~twy_ G~~an 
Jewish thinkerstoWlirds lsra~l. ~rgues that 
thi~ _- ~~p~-s _:·c?_af11~!eri~1ica_Hy' neg_atlye_ 3t­
titu_~e-: to~a~:s _ ret~r-~ .t(r ·Zi~_n stems ft~_m 
the/r ~r for !bdr ~tatus in. their counny of 
~s.i~,nce;: _f:fe· cOo$~(1-.e~_- __ this ·vj~_int 
p~aleniamm,g alt!;lernian Jewish .. lead~rs 
o(lh:U.li!Jle fn/111 t!J~most lilleraHofuefll()St 
~::,..,Al~ng this Ii!'" of fuink.ing, one 
W()Ul;i conctt1dein re~d to H\(si:1/.; .il'.not 
for lb~ lssll~ of p~ l<>ralty, iJe migl1t "JlOI 
have releg~ f"ll/lll I<> Zion 10.s(lllle in" 
t~ngible messiarik ~' P<>ssll>ly, deep 
QQwn,.Hirs.:b.-reafo'. ~d )hat l\,e$e 
''Zionism!'WQllld ~ bijt ¥\lid notl!!'C 
this ·"" · al!3lnab!e ~nd tfu,refore d~ided to 
~trate ,~~:~wn enei;gies· on what-,ee(ll­
ed.!o be r~llli!:ll~; 

l. su~f'St #l!!t tffr;eh ~ mo~ !ban 
PT8!l!'l•ticreas\lnsfor his.posili®,.He i;a.w 




