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, i,ifa~m: .A Respt11ts~ 

.. Nts, Zierler iuainlains that ··• • 'tl)e real 

• )II, OW\~~~~ .;:, -~""s'f t B!>/!l: u.1'~ Jhi :! "1~;JJ~n1m1,,.~o g~ r'."f~Y o • e o o 
•· f l$f/'"I,: • lli.pilj:d;l>ya.r,,maii< o.f \bn Bz,..: and 
· • ~11\'tjqi~to~ hil,11, ~lie p<1in~ to the p~rallels 
·~ • · beiw~\lilf ~~tiQn'~n\i;J.he episode <;f..the 

~tiies,.,I\J !ie,.arialysis the story of!3alak ~nd 
· , · ' Bilaaln~ reverse, 

behav'iCTi- rifthe-

~()_fth\1/hi_tf ~GntHoo~?-Q-i~rld- ,Su~IY -_rrie,r_itS 
_fitrt~:r- -1\~entiho. Jler-)n~i~te_11ce _ th_a1 __ Jhi_s , 

; ,'.'-~lllf:_is_,'ctf::;~tall}Puo_t_ i,~1p<Jrmi,c;e_,ir,_ th_e 
pes1!a! ~di~!!,i>fH(in!idbar 22 :~4 to th.e ex, 

"J~_u_st~i;>/-_?f:-l(U_ others- -:is-',- ipterest_ing: -but' 
·dooa.table,: 

__ forni~l-~!'io_fts:' _'.'in- __ , _th~_- _:ar,ticle_, 
;h_oWe_V~r,, a_re)i~hlet _i~~'.:fe.isoµ _ ~r their_ in
~~m_P,J~epess _ori?~~~~id~~es~.: t_<t_vjtiate the 
_y_al~~-o_t ,h,~r i!),ights._: Le:t -i:ne tou_c~ b_rietly_ on 
sOme--'of them:--

',', ',, __ "_,,_,, ' 

rl\e" :~eg~dVe v_~_w::,- 'oC~Flaatll_ :is_: 'n:ot }he 
discoyery' ~f{Juw,I. AsM°'.,Zi~rlerclearly 
llotes;Bamiii/1ar ... 3_1;8 all,u,de,•t<> l3ila.•ll:1's 
r()le i~ tb,e:~l;re~r-,i_~~de-11~r~ver~toth,er 
pa~_~es_ ~~nt __ his coOO,ig~ defl]ise:~uring 
the_ -~-nsui(J~,_ -~ar_:_agaiDst, MW~;i_. 'No~_ ~~s 
parashatBaJak;have ~ytllinJI positiv.e .to ~Y 
atJou~ Ji~~:' H,~ :is:a' mouth ,,for ,_liir(rwft~--:Il~ 
~nh_i~iti_o~~ . abo~F_ ,~,u~ing: ,lsl1lel :<~~p_i_!e
~<~Fsi _e_xp11~_i_~·,,fo~f~1on::, ~,01 _ to:-_µ~r!ir }fi~ 
people, :.'fo[jt is blessed,'' Bila am ~onlinues 
lffC°:~~ftain,,ll)_~~e: favis~-·~nd-p~_~qui9_µfof~ 
fers.illl~!Gqpa<,eede,; asClwzarstatr>,'.'A 
m~:n _ _i,s l~-_I_a~otjg_,, I~e --pa_th: __ h~-, w_is~_e:~- to_ 
fol19w; '' His !)east of !)UT<len ls gninte~ a. 
rnosr ___ extmo_r4i~"a:-Y ,?PP9rt1.mit_Y ;to:pi_ak,.:e- at' 
ass ___ of -~_in)'; :a_~ ,h_e. ,-:W~_o,,;pu~_ortecl:-;to_, ~1,IP\V 
the __ -, secrets of,_he.iven_·<~_I?,d __ -~~ihy,,re,~_air_s 
-_{)bJiyio_~-~o:t11;i_t_:Vhich~sl)~_,~:-~~§~J'.!D?H 
by:' thJ?_, nw~m~ -,~pp~endr> ?e,t_~ ,the, message 
across: a~. he re~tedlr teHs Balak,. he has 
no p<:>~er___to d,~te_n.n!nt_his speec~_.-;~-if W{}~5:
are in the.Handof.Goo. Neyertheless, ll)e 
Torah,-,lbrQU¥~0UC:_the<11:ari:ative: _c,~,r~juUY 
-p_v~ids cagin~: hi~: a' P~,Ph~t,,\na,yi!· -:and 
_e_mp_lo~s ~u]iar:,- lqc~tjOJlSt_: ~~--- de~_r~bi,rtg 
G~'s _co~unicati~~S 1Afi~ hi~,=-God_?_h@l)c: 
p<;ns1'. to hini / vayik,ir); .God ''JJ.laCtls a wor,J 
in th~_mbµth ,?f~il_aaJII/;~ IJl,~_honim di,sc_US$_ 
t!ie PQSsi6ility of d~~elopll}ent in Bila~m·s 
s\atus as a prophet;~ particular!y~amllan:J 

l'fow · Ms.7,ierler h~s .. an i1Bpoiant J)Qi~tto 
make here: !he. text ofparashat Balak say~ 
n~hing,exp!itit_ 'abt)t1~-~H_aam:s -~nfou_ra_gt?
~nt -o_f ,Jhe:,:MDabi,e_- ~OtJl~fi'-(th_o1-f'gh: ;q1_,int 
·":"'Y be found in24:tfl': ~e ~drin !05). 
B_ibl~_-~risi:cs:_-~y~ -~f-_cou,r_se1::re5Qrt _tot~ 
<!~ri~e_,:9f m11-l~~v,te autft~rshiP:, -~-~t as- M_~: 
Zier~~r _corre~tl_?--~:s~ert'i_; ___ ·-·to: ~~rs_-wbo 
\dO _ {lo_t_ -f?Jl_ow_y ~i_s ," tlle~[V of -_th_e_- muid
autl,or~hip .• of !be Bil\Je !lie ·,nscrepancy bet' 
w_~-o: the: ~fo,pbers_: te_~t:an_d, ?,ther- 'te~ts _ r~
tllai~s- prot,l~mati~~ •-· _:T~at_:,the_ 1()_:a~ ,?m'lts 
to_ ~~~iqil:: (!l--ihe __ ohv_iQ\js-_pl_ace_,}n para_shoJ 
Balak, what it tells .us a. sho(l time later, 
sh~~J~-l>e-C3~'for_inq~i~-: ;\pd on_e ~~iOUs' 
answer, to anyon,, no)blincled l>y bililical 
criticism, isthattheto':"'chose.not todepi\:t 
Bil.aam as dar~ly in J?"".ashat Bµlakas he is 
1nithfully portrayed ;elsewhere, 

Why? Here Ms. Zierler's ih.,sis may .be 
helpful. ,fthe ma.iw tt,!!!11~ of ,:arashat: &ilak 
i.s ·th.eblessinf!s of BJla•":'•<JienaU.we. re~lly 
need to .know. about .him.isthat.~e i~fo!aHy 
depelld.,nt.mt Gpd; and t<1!•IIY, ridiculpus, 
ly. unable to a~l aa free agent, To ~phasiz~ 
his wicket)ness.beyond.·tpls ·might, inde~d. 
di_m_i11is~,?~r--~~ra_i_i_o,n-:_o,,n ~e-~ntl!nt, -and 
the value, ,of his bjessings. 

Th~; _si-gll_1~~aR_t_---_i~1i~h_t.<6owev~r.:_ ii! 
way -,'9iiut~~J :~~-i-m•':_gw~ye, ju_~~-'1-1,e,nt ?-" 
sua~~f;_ '_,,pers?~at,i_tr--:- ,ili_at --~m,erges- fr?-~ 
Tor'!h sheb,il;htav and_ 'l;gr<!h skebfalp~h •.. !t 
.. ~n~~-in,.__ ._ r?_t~~r .: w_~v.:tJ:ii,s--_u!}iV_ers_al_-_:i_udg_e: 
~~~i_: __ i~~Pre~en,!ed i" __ ili,t~erenl ta_nes. -~;a-:\Vit_h 
v~-ing-p~g~e-s o~_,inte~s,iiy_;: ,t4fl)µ~~outt_he, 
To".111· I w/sh the artick ;~;id stated this mo';' 
c~,e~r_lY,, ian:~:i, ~ifh~_u,t ,,a_llo\Ving-Jh~,-~-ef~_ret~c_e_ 
_to _Gei, :V¢~_es t°: d~gle,_ bef~re the reader 
like :a,n ·-ope~_ elecJr:ipal, socket. ' 

SO, _far:rn_yi~~~-~Cn,ts'.Om1he dl111e~sio_n-_of 
()esbat So~_-O(tfie ;ru~o_r'.5;~ha:~~t~_rizf(tion_ 
Of piazal_ --is_,-aJ_sg_, 1!a~te __ tQ, unfoft_u_~ate _<:~n_
struaL-Vf,e, aR-kno~,:-(or~_h()Ul~ ~-ro_~) that 
eesJia~ ,3:13~ ':';'era5h often __ treat!ieP~f~te_- ~ge_n~ 
das; and deploy differing m~thods: lnthe 
case ar hID)d, the:" is no <loubt that .C/rawl. 
a_re:apt (0'1n~e~f(!t ~-~r~~-ah,qµ,t-~ _Pr'-So~ali
ty like. Bila~":' .. ill. the Iight of our entire 
kOO\\lledg~ ~LIi,~ man. w~ereas the litemry 
app~ach d_istingui.sh,:s c;irefuliy.b~\Ween the 
presentation_-_of:_Bi_l~ iit_d_iffe~nt __ se~_ti_o~s~
'Mo~over. _ --~ -_,ad?pt/-the -'nl:~~~- :t~lifl 
kalkala b,e1t1ek,iJk~l in order 10 bring to 

, -psychologicat life,,the-biblica1 -wickCd. 

'._,' '<-,_ :--, -_,> ::'::<,-/-,::\'.' __ , _-,,",'.: 
~ .. andRisb011ffll·l'1ayalsc,.l>ec;oncef!l

ed wi_th i;i5ues:im-~~ text~~ do _no:1:,h<;1v~-_the 
sruJ]e,;,_ or,_ ~-u-~J·: _, _s~g°:i~c-~n~ _ lQ_ !h~, bibl_i_~J 
re_~d_er ~c,_r_,-th7 -~~~telllpQ,rary -o~_~:,- _ fo(, llt.i~ 
m~tte_rl:,,fg_,_:~tiie_ ___ g~est4o_n of_-{}_~nti_l_e Pro:-
ph~y for.(Jha;,,/; the probiel)) of the un--;o\
Ihyp,ophet(or Ra!11baTIJ .. 1'hough lh"c~· ha~ 
~h_e ~~:t;fit ~f_Ms:_Zie~e(_sfonve,r!,a_tion on 
somttpf th~se m_~~rs_:\r'!thi!l_Jhe SCOPlt _:0~ 
the_se-_marginal 'h(!Je_s. _ 1_-_-ca1:1,-har(1ly,_e_x_~_mjne 
all: ()f:the:~:_fo,detaH: __ h9:w-m°-ch,-of ti!_~ tra,?i'" 
tlOnal-"~nd ___ :ffi~d~h_K;---~-i~~\lSSicm is pe,s~at,-' 
how m.uch der(lSh, ,'!'hat O,azal are teachiQg 
~-s it)< tljeir_)"~~'"P_f!S~t ~::1_i~t~'. ef.C·,_\~Ut_jt,_js 
p_r~i_se_lY'¥a-~~: l knp'.'V that_, inJ~~----:fa~o,us,_ 
,\1/o-~ s_/)f Ra~~~am~ -',ea_rlier __ g~nera(ion_s~ '. _i~ 
thci(pk,ty.1,-:tl>een oonce<!l~ with th<! legal 
am,1, _Qloral 'l~QS of :scri_pttJrer J_~aving r~!D 
for _'the <:·~,y~~,'-Jl,e~- _fa~ets '.?_f Pf shat -that -a~ 
e¥ery d~Y. di"';'vered/' \hat. I find difficult: 
and .. misleai!iQg, the,notion Jha.tChauzl, .in 
their zeal to .dispafl!ge th.e genljle ~rophet
-magicfa~~< ?negte_~t, :to efl1p~as_fae the _i:eal_ 
ll)essage ;of pa,µsha; Balak .. '' 

In o:urZeal_,:to-{ii_SCoVer:-ever new>fa~etS'.-of 
P¢shat ~nd ~('hi~Ye _a .deeper _rel,a_tj_o~ _lQ the 
·,:-sev_enfy J~ce_rs- 1_-~l-_!(!rith, H:-~nct,, in':Our zeal 
t_o <:oµ~rv~,:~y~rentl~-/the_--k°'owl~!1:ge cqn-\ 
~~rated: by__:_t~e_ n~_fll1-ijl_i_v_(_ :~r~<liJion, -~',e 
should a IL facu.Itr ~nd student, ''.ight. lefi, 
~entrisf _-a_like~ '_h~ _the, Mish_n;i:~ ~x_h<Jr;tati~:_ 
·;W_ise __ m~n~_ fle_c~_r~ful, ii1:your t:ord5!,'_' To, 
the e-xtent that we are- obliv'ious- to'-'this die-

Robert J5,lapper 
Lit!lrary.,Editor 

Sharm1F.!erzfeld 
Alan Tenne~berg 

Pavid Ztnberg 
Contrib11ting ~ditors 



r 

·. / >·•··· ... · ... · .•. ··. t.·.\··•.·.··· <•···· .•. ·~~·~ f:llJ~~,JU).~ lfe~ $J$~jj 
The. Barren Woman in the Bible 

nr WENDY ZlERLE~ llut .., vram ".'"'~ins loyalto Saflli.; when sh~ 
Thrn, hpwgladlXIW!JU,l<lliide says, .''Oust H~gar, fronrthis ~o°'sehold,'' 
from\ the }qnging ,to,be once AVlflQl c:~m~Hj;!~;- -d,e_~pite_ -~~- -_con~~r,n-'~or: the 
again .. · ehjld which s~e is aboutto ~earhi.m .. Hagar 

oh iJ bQy again, withe my life eyeptually retu.rns. and giyes . birth· to 
'hejo~e me to::s_i!~- Yishrn_ae!:-,:F11:i:aUyy:-Arr-aJR,h1,1_s,- a-SQn; ,-B_ui 
_le~ning_' or, _ftitµ'-ti" an,ts-:,and Yi!?~fr1aetis-tl,~,\wm,n&,,$0n,-sarai, tb~'_akata; 

reqding of Sams<Jn; has'8lr!,1adybe,n designated .as'the mother to 
how. fro"! .his tn<Jt/i.er Jim peu,etuate the berit. 

n'ot~in'g ;_ the_n: eVei-yth_ing'_:tvas \~~- _th~_ -,$a_,n,e::;v!~i9n -i~\whi_C-h- God-,:_cotn~ 
bOrn; ,ii_~Qds--~-~r~mi-~9 c,i~~-~m_c_ise-a_lI_ ~he-ch_ildren_ 

Wasn '(a lier() in.side You pLhis ho~sebold as a sign <Jf the.berit, He 
:m<it~tr? --_ , a_nro_un~~,s ___ to·--1yram__-·that: his ._wife -';\'HJ .·_n:o 

Did~;;t_Jjii·;n,pe,:,O~ _Ch_o~S;rtg l~~ger,.b~ .c~lle,~L~ar~h:,bµt _S~-ra~; sh~. "'.ii~ 
alreqdy b_egin :there inyo~?, .·'no>longer- b,e.-a,:bafren wo,man,,.rather. God 

(R(liner,: Biaria_JJ:i_lke, Y'iU·_,:g\v¢ A\ir~_ii~_h-:\!_i-~me (;~·angf':(P~-- hb-n_ 
'The.Sitth Elegy''/ too)''a child als!'pf her,'' Av,aham)aughs: 

1'Sh.aU a child be bP.fllto him. that is a hun-
Out forel/~ars in) Tana!<h seem (o have be- ~red y,ais old, °'"d shaU Sai:ah that is .. nine-

tju~~thed._-~o. th~-ir,c_~il~_re11<an9 :desct~d_ant_s ly Y~[S: <!Jld. _give . b_irt_~:,r-~ ,- Q?4 _reJt_~rate·s: 
an-ranr~ordinary _i~-h~df:an~e_._-_fo_·a9dhipn_--!o· ·~,Sa_rah_, _YOlJr wif~,: wilt be_~rlhee·a-son .in~ 
a _theologic_a1 l~a.cy_ ~-,a covenant w.ith .GOct :Qe<;d.-'-' ·Not_ice'-;that i11_ thi_~ S:ecom:fprocl~ma:.· 
~ th_e,_child_ren :i_(lJ't~_rit-_-a_ patte~ __ of·l_ife __ ex~ _tjon: _--':'~d_ .. _.uses_, ~he,.-:.act.iy~--:_v~r~._ y_oledet., 
~ri~.n~es. tof~I~o~_._. ·_:Lik~ ·fadler _ lik~-_s,on ,_.:· wherea~---t~e--rrsuim~ __ A~--rah,am_ .Js._.pro·mised 
~m,d· ~·_lilce--m_otO~r. lik~ Q_a_u~~te_r,_· 1 ~ean _h~re· _a_child._ :_:_f":'_m her·:_~- W!~_klfi,mi_m~na: lekJJa 
that_ch.ildren find themselves in-situations-that hen: _Sar~\~i!J _ be a_c_tive_ly. trans~ormed·. int? 
~re: id_en_tk~l __ _:-fo._:'thos~ dmfront_ed --by---their Sarah _by .. ~i_y._in~· b_iJ1_h. to·Yitz1;,ha~ .. Th~- use 
p~re?ts'.and g_qmdp_aren~. For_ ~xampl_~,, l_ike of _the ~o_rd_ye~eil aJ>rrpprjat_e~~- ~u_nters the 
A v~~am_'. ·.Xi_t_zchak_; :V ~a~ov /and·.his_ twelve tw_o ·previous· _statements-- o_f .SaJ'?h_'.s · barren-
-~~ns,also ~_xpe,ri~~c_e.~-~-i_?~ ip _Can~a_Q, a~d, n·e~s··_.-(4kara: __ lo-:'.yatµ~)--:J,ttore(),vef, ;yolede1-
w~th the.-ex_c~pti_on ·of '/itzchak, -jo_umey_·_ t_o r(;!fers. _ to, :.-ydid-_. __haytt .-: ~-,_born into : ·the 
EgY,pi .as_.th~_r--.s~ek foOd: The :·nt?.til of ·the hou_~hold.~ --a ter~_-.u~_e~ ;t_hr~e_ times _in_ ·this 
qkfi__~U:-, -.~e: ~arren_ .woµi~_n_-_who_'.· after·m~llY chap\C_r to d~:n~e t~oS,e-\\'.hO, m1,1st be·circlJm..: 
·yea_r~-- _a110. -~l!fh_ -p_e~o~~I_--to_rm_ent-,-__ :·fiJ1~ll,Y cised_' '1s_. 3: . .sign_of_,th_e .. ber_it~ 
giyes ~irthto ~ gi;,arhemin Isweii~ perhaps Th¢ use of b11ilding imagery for th~ birth 
.!~~ -~_o,~\ _s~.r~~-i~K,~~3-_mP~~: gf :~IL ~f-a :¢hI~--~- i~-}n,~~~~t_in-_:~h~_-v;01:~--*~ff-~_hich_ 

.. ··.,; Jhe~r<ii's!~l')'m~·~~~~P?n.sill' ....• · f~~;i>f,t!i~:':f;&;~!,li>,e~~d);.it is. 
-~- -Tiiha/iii "JS .ffi(f' first :-oiie-'-_;_ Hie. ad:Olint Of _p~_s.epr _from.: th~ .. ?egmrimg,~~ th1s _n_arrat1ve_ 

safah_'~·: __ <ba~('::ririe~s-·-_ ;a.11_•l '. ·Yiiz¢hak·s Jo~g ':hen_ Saraf- _<Jffer~_ -H~g_ar ,JO-- Av~_harn and 
aw3iteil ~-i~h_:_ .Y'f ithin:: ~hi~ ~to~; w_e _fi_nd_..aH s.a}'.:s, _ t''.'{J_lµi ,-iba,,~~-: _mimen,(l '·' ~ _.P_efha~s _-I 
:th_e.-ba·si~ __ el~tn~~-~·~_f_ A.pat~rn-fQt1_nd "i.ater Win h~ve_'.a_· Sf1-n:{lir. _ _.~e-_bui_lt.: up~n)_. by'htr.-
-½'._i_th·R,~v_-k?., -R~c_hel_~---_and: i_n v:3-r_ious·Ne11iint: T~_us~ wh~n _G,og._an°-p-llrn;e~ that_-S_ar~~-will 
Eyen 1*{0~-Av-~am.a·":s_w~_~s. God:1~:-calt-_to coriceivez jt i_s· clear th~t _tbis·c_h_ild-will_-flot 
leav_~-hi.~·:bin_bpl~~- in- Ur -~siiim_:inpqr~at .m~ __ rely be _an--ag~:i,ti(?Q t_o Av_ra_h~~1 • s -f~mily_ 
Lefdt L¢kha-~e-~ad_; ;'.Sar~h wai; ]?ar-rt!n_;_She uni_t;· __ but __ a -v_it_~I- ~ompone_n~ .in-lh~-b~ilding 
h_a~ ?o c_hi)_d:··-:_ ·{Beresh(t -:1:1:3-1)_ .. T~us-__ the of a. ~t~;-na~i_on_.of_.-beli~vt~s-. _in-_God. 
pe~_t_uatiowoqh_e .n_ati~~:_b~_C(}~es_ a·strug- _Strange_Jy ~flO_l!·g_l:r, ·th_e_ next.'chaptCr .. fin_d~ 
gl_~- t~at_ is-_9eSti_ned -_t_o .c<?ntinl]e _ihto the-~~xJ Av_ra~an;l: eQte.1-taining_:· _th_ree me_ssenger~ 
$~n_era1ions. -~ut_·_w.~y_ d,~s- God -~hQOse._ to angels'\Vh_o·have __ come_to_i!1f?fJll·h~,th;it __ his:· 
seal the womb~ of,Sarah,,Rivka anp Rachel wife Sarah will bear a child. Hasn'tAvraham 
if-.J:Jewa~_ts to create a:n~tJon from.A~ral)~m l:iearcf-thiS n,e\Vs:alTeadY'tOne might_ahsWer 
a~d his._::s_oris? And~i(God ord;ii~_s tl}~t_,these that Avtaham still rieeds tiJ be-cOnVinc"eil that 
woF'n: shpuld ~e barr_en,. w?y canQ~.t the "this l_s trite~- t_hathis_ '1_is.ioI\s-are gen·uine. _.But 
ot~~t- _ w~m~n._ · w}10- a_re: ferti_k·; · _ ,serve· :to ':"-hen_ Av~haiJl Ja·ug~s- in_.response to- !he an~ 
mo~h_er:· the n~~t_ g_e_nef1:ltio~ of -Je_ws?- CJear_- nounceme~t-(_iff -~hapter 17) _and is n~t reb~k-
ly:~. _s?m7!_hing- ab':1ut -._th_e cond_ition _of t_he ed. for dqubting (}od, we have-good re_asQn 
aka_('4. -~_nd _the p_ers_ona_lities _of these specific tO ass_ume_ that he respt)nds not as a skCptk 
wo:men ,C<?_nd_u_ces_ to_ward_s the_ rearing a_nd but_a_s a ha"ppy·exp:ectant father. Moreover. 
groQming· of o-ur forefathers: .GOd· states hi_s _intention· to grllnt ~ar-ah a chlld 

~n.ex:ami~a:tion,ofthe paradig~~tic-ev~nts twice. which would se~rii suffic_ient to.drive 
()f_:Sar~h: s_ life _helps advan_qe ~s towards an home the point. Therefure~ ·we mu.st conclude 
<J:ns-~_e,r_. .Sarah,:_th,m caileQ Sar.ai~ _apparent- that.the ·.messengers·-have come_ tq deliver 
lY- ~annot __ c<?_nce·iv,e;-t!me go~~_on. Avram's. th'eir. neWs · to soriieone else._ But -Whom? 
&n_x_i¢~y.- ·over_- Sa-~,1i's _ ·failure .r~ -co_nceive W_e fimlthe_"ansWer_fo-~he ru:igels'_ questi_on: 
ITl-01-:1nts'. _Whe°--God _P~_mises_ ft.:vram·a great ·_~Where is _Sar:ah _Y,_our ~i_fe?_'_1 ~'She is in the 
-rew_a_rd· ~fter·-h_i_s _pani_civ,atton in_ the \,\/Rf_ tent.·-· ·A_vrah~m-.reP!.i~s_-(it ·was_ not proper 
_against ili~- five nat_ion~~-_Av~m.q_ueries, :·oh th~~ for' ct wife tc:, joiR h~r_ husband-in g_r~ting 
Lo,rd, God, wbat wjll you give me seein,; that .such a guest). Although Sarah .does not oc-
1 ·go'h~°-ce·clJildle~ ,_ a;nd he_ Jhat-shaU be the cupy -ce~ter ~tage. -s_he liste_ns to the con.ver_· 
possessor pf my_ hous~ ·is_-: El-ie.zer_ .Qt satio_n.--an~·'the:ch~_pterf9Cusesuix,in_herre~-
D~J1la~ct1s/· God.:rt:;assures-_Av_f3:m that_·his· tjon to the·ne\Vs .. She·to~l laughs and-.ex-

Own_.- soil: W.itl be-_ his: heiL_ :Blit s_~rah 's. bar- clairn_s.i ... After r "!.ffi,. g"i_:ow_n old I shall :_have 
renness persists (Bereshit. J(>_:-1). pleasu_re. ·my lorctbeing·_old also. ··_.clearly_.. 

-~ani~_de_CIQe~. -th~~fore:,_-to .. Qfter. ~vram Avrahai:n_a·nd·Saral;l Stan_~-as parinert in th~ir 
her,~~~d~_id°". _ _tl~g~_r T as _a· ~_ife..so Jh.~t. ~he rece·ption-of the _news, their _reac.tpns::and in_ 
Will produce an heir for.him, According to their joy when theprophecYis fulfilled. Yitz-
·R3-shi •• 4. vra~_ is,.at ·fi~t ye.ry ·rel4c~nt_:_but chak iS boril. 
eyentu_ally.,. becaii~·--_a.div-ine voice-:.compels NQW W.e ca_fi .ex.amine· the· element's of the 
hint~_- agrees _m :tll_is· pfoposal. ilarrativ¢ which re~t ip .Other aka"ra St_ories:_ 

S9on. _ H_ag_ar_ · _·be<:_Q1Jles __ ·: pr_e_gn_a:nt __ and l) · JQ --every_ a~~m,i_nt ·there· is ~ beloved·- wife 
~imu.Ita_n_eously..sw_oHen wiJh ptjde __ and -con- distinguished:_by Qer moral.and·_spif!tual ex-
~mpf {Od1et_mist~ss:; S_arai; in ~-JJl~ wa~es ceHenC<H,104,.strength ·Qr chijh1ct~r. Who.·is· 
ini:rellSinjl'lyJ~alous and in tole.rant of Hag11r. 4esignated 10 be tbe mother of the ne<t leader 

ofthe nation, Sarahprnves herselfdedicil(ed 
~~-m.agnani_mous .. ~h~n -~he of'.f~~s_ hef ~h!l_n~~, 
maid t? A vraham; then ,he displays her. !llet
tle when, threatened by l;lagar's repro\lue0 

_t_i-ve· ___ su_periorit-y __ .-_in thej_r·:.:-,coiite:t-- -for 
_Avraham\·.affeftions _and}h.e to_!e of-the 
roo_th_e.r .of th~ 1:{e_br~ws,_: s_he 1a~s -~ecisi~e· 
action_)~}- _elim_.in,t_e- Hag~r< ~ro~ :the ra_ce,.
Si~llarly, Rhkah proyes berse,fvirtuous and 
ron~_ideia~ w~~n sh_e Qraws.-~11terfo~-Eliezer 
frorti -the_ W.fll; _1.af_er she:e_xhibits_COr\Vkti_on 
and. st~~_ngth __ when. s~e-e:~g_ineers_-_ Y_ai,iJov·'s 
u~urph1g-_<>_fEsav_'-s:_bl_essin_g. A·_c_()ro_l;,i_natio.n: 

: .Q_f charact_erist~cs_ ~m~rges;_'. tmi_~ -~f4ldit_i9[1-a1ly
ide~tifi~~: a!, ~S!ien~i~lly--_fe~~J: _or·esse[ltia_J_~ 
ly 1uak..-, _Hau_,.,!J ':.~~-;,_,~_l:..,._.~:vu,'!...-,~ .... _."J_b.:..t_~ 
_withdr~wal -~nd attac~·.-_the Jleed,.to_giv.e a_nd 
also reff_i_ve_._ App~~ent_ly·. t_his--is ·wh3.t:_ Gc,d 
deems nec~ssaiy._·forthe· ll)others. of l~~~el. 
2_) ·In_ __ mo_st· cas_es,: another.-_ w_oman_· stands as 
riv_al._ Sa~~h-'.s riv:U is H~gar,_- Rac_h~I's afe 
Leah; Bilhah,'and ZilNh- The bond between 
htisb_~~<l and_ .b~ri~n w__ife is.:aff!~m~d- ~ven 
th()ugli_ . the ot~e.r_- _ ~ife :_proviq~s·· him _. ';V_ith· 
chilclren;: ln_stea_d, _ f_ov~. bondfi:·the husband 
and wife,_ pod .. -a. _commitment -_toward_~ _-an 
id~oiogic~l _-parttle"r8:bip ·-p_r_e __ vails. _.Avraham 
expels _Hagar;- _Yaak_ov liv~s with :·Rachel 
alri10_~t exC"IijSiveJ.y ~ 
3) _The hu_sbm1d an~ \V!fe. b~come _ac~tely 
aw~re that their_ in_depepdent PO;""er t_o __ create 
life through childbirth is but a sh~dow. 
ultil)lat°'iy subordinate to ,he will of G;xl, the 
~u-~rem~ :C_.r_e,~Or;-__ Therefor~-·- .th_e :-h~sband 
and/or ":ife pray to God fur a child, .AYraha~ 
confr<>nts God,Sl\ying,;"Wl)a~:wiltyou giye 
Jl\C. since l hijve;~i,eir'?' t;Acb<W( ;;Yitzc~?k. 
1t·is_ written -~\~nd Yi~zchak ~ntrea;ed Gruf 
befor~_his __ wi~e. ~--· AecOrP.~ng _to ~asbi.-iY}tz
chak prnyed together with Rivka, .eac~ of 
_th~m _ip_-his_m: _her_._c_omer of_Jhe _r~q1. 
Evidently, Rach~! pr:tys as welt for when 
she:, beco~_~s--. :·prf!gnant, _ we: read, ·-·G_od 
remembered __ R~1;b.el .and ·he~r~ her.-·_~- _.T~us,, 
the Avot and. Jmahotdevelopa profound 
awareness _of G_od.'s- role in p-rocreation_nd 
the buildi9g ,,f the Jewish people, . 
4) God answe_rs-the·prayer. turning _sadriess 
to .jOy. A- Child is. bofn -tp. -the_ 4eSCrving 
parents. 
5) The (;;hild-b_e_coineS·3 gr~at: leader .:a hero 
of the people: 

~hisJaSt point _is the_-one-th~t der:iands-in
vestigati':)n, fo_r it seems _t~t_God _specifically 
or:dainS the'painful early stages as .. a.prepara.:. 
tion.-·for the_ final.. heroic :stage._ The 
miraculOUs manner of thf· birth· Seems_ to 
prime _the_ child foi h_is role as ·leader -and· 
receiver of God'"s·-_ word._ 

But an_ exa:m.i_natio.h-of the two other akqra 
_nafrativ~ in_ 7_anakh- helps-, expand_ _ou_r 
understan_ding eve() further. First there is the 
sio._ry of ~ifanoac~-~s barren wife_ and the ·birth 
ofShimsho~ (Shofetim 13). This account 
~losely res·embles the story of_Avraham and 
Samh with orie pron:iinent t~ist :-, llle w·ifc, 
aithough· __ she _is-_ nl:!ve_i:"-ev~n n:~n;ed_._ is :the 
m3:in protagonist instead of Ma_rn_Jach._ When 
the- angel_appears..to announce th_at-a chilci 
Will be.-bo"m~ Jle appears to M.tn:Oath's wife: 
The_ angel· infohns -h~r that this C_hild has been 
designated-·a/.1t'z,ir Elpkim.from the_wOinb. 
She-too. must b¢come a nezi"ra:i_n-ord~r to 
es_tab_lish the envi_ro_nme~t_inost condu"c_iv.e ~
the child ·_s-_spiri~.u_al develop~ent. _Th~_ wife's 
p~rsistent i~abiUty·_ to g_iye .birth has 
developed wi_thin her a keen appreciation.of 
the ·privilege_ of pafentilood·. T!\e ang~rs 
message:.. there:fore. con:ipe.Js her to an.even. 
sh_arper awareness _--qf: __ th_e ·gravity a·~d 
a_waren~ss of he_r ~rental task_, Manoac~·\s 
wife runs to:tell -her h.usbaf\d.-what s,he has 
heard, and he prays !O the.Ahnighty tor f11Qre 

d¢tails. Tile v~rb used for his prayer js th.e 
obSC_tjfe· V(lye 'etar_i reminding.-us_ qf the mfr.: 
-~ati:ye~ in 1'.ereshit which_ .treat th.¢ burrCnTICh~ 
iheme: 

Tq_~·,ang_eJ..:reappe~rs·iO,f\1~rioach~s. wi_fe ifl_ 
a field (J\oti,e h?W <liffe'.ent this.is frofl) .the 
story .of Sarah who sits in. the. tent whHe 
·Av~aham.~n_ter_ta!ns_ hh\gue~-t~ J.: lrry~e<l_iat~_~ 
ly, sh~ h11rriesto tell her husband thaf "that 
m.a_n·:·_:ha~.r~ __ turned._ ~f~e_._sce_ne here :~s strik· 
irtgly. s:l_niila_r,.t{! th_e·.~ec_o_n_d_-~nnounc_emerit _ _.nf 
Sa.r~h's imPe9ding preg~aney by the thre.e 
ap:ge_J~:-:_M_an~~- arri~.es .and the, ~ngel -~ss'en: 
tially repeats .to IJilll• what hap already been 
told, to his wifo, ''mikota,her yetze migefen 
fo_t!J.kha!:·'' T_he_use here-_of_tJ1_c-ve.rt,_-rokhal 
i_s-a_:tpbigu().u,s._ und~n;tandable·-eithe:r"-'as the 
_third ·peri;on ,- fo_r_m :-- rnean_ing _·_that._- 1)!1JY 
_Ma,ioach:~s-wife:must !;le a nezira.nr·as_the 
~eco_nd: perSO~ fo_rfrt meanfog thal Man(mch 
a_s_.wel_J is-comr:na_ndcd·t~ be a n~_ir._-The_in
t~~~hange_ability of t_his ve_rb frnm cmphasizf_S 
'.the _idea ._of p_art~er_s~ip io: .t_he_ reari_n_g ~f S~_i~1~ 
shon, for the "you" (Manoach) and me 
·'"-She" 
(his-.:w_ife):" are-ju_ined "i_n t_he ·one verb. 

As_ in_ the· case of j\ v_raham_ and Sarah, the 
husband-.ii1d Wife c_njOy a ·marr-iage _in whic:h 
b:oth p_a~ic"ip3-te.eq1JHfly in th.e a_cceptance:of 
commitment to-God and to· the:·p;m;r.131-task. 
Fro·m __ the_. ti~~ of -~himsh_on's snnt:eption-. 
Manoach_ari~.h~s wife"s~r\ve to_-cr~ate·a~_e:n
vir_onmi;Jtt-'i!} _which the __ cJ'iiltl·Ood·_has- tHe_~s~ 
ed them---w_ith,w_ilt:e:~IX:,t:i_ence-op_~imal growth~ 
To~e~r .• _ they__-~o~se-~r~_te _t~rough ~_ezirut,a_ ~ 
cove~a~_t ?f ~rts.-wit~,-Go_d.-, e_choing the 
coyt;nant" ~\y~n. A_Y-raba1TI-_a_nd._-_G9d .-sy_m-· 
bol_iz~d.- by C_irfumciSibri. 

Th_e. _ti?_aI-· akara_ stOI)' in Tana_kh-, __ thaf_. '_'f 
Chan,a\ _.heJps us tq further undcr~tand lhC 
rneaning-J,ehind_-this recurrent mouf_of bar
rehncss. and the· birth of a ·hero. -1.;jke · Sarah 
afld-Rad:icl, Chana--nas a_rivaI: Penina.,who 
has borfi_e·Eiki_!na inil.ny_chil<lrt'n . .Efkaoa·af-
firms that his love.for her,~ worth·teirso_ns~ 
but ·ch_ana desperately wants·_.t <.:hih.l:· She 
pr~ys. fer_v_ent_ly tu God. ackn.o"'.l_edging· His 
wwcr over creatiqn with hcr_tears and silent 
tejila_. _·s~'earing· that if He w_~ll·.granf her a 
child.she will _rear.him as a nazir (-volunteer
_i_ng·to-d0: what_-Mamladi and his wife .were 
cum_manded). God -answers her prayer: 
g·rants her.a_·c_h_.ild. and she ~ings·_-a:song ()f 
thanksgiving which reycals an understanding 
of why the-pr~vio~~ nazir experi_nt~nt. _ Shim· 
shoo. ultimately.failed .. "It _is not by strength 
that man. pre·vail~." ·she :>ingS_'. but rather 0-y 
spirit_ual strength_ and fortitude. With this 
spiritual dedication and· a\vareness sll:e suc· 
cccds in mothering a·great prophet of ls_ra~J. 

Ultimately. the theme· of barrenileJs in 
T__anakh exten<:is beyond -these particular 
events~ th_e b_irth,; of-Avot. heroes. ·and pm· 
ph(!l:i, _The.-b:irrc!\ \\:"01n,en whQ finally 1.-·on.~ 
1.:eiyes becomes a gen_er~l sym?ol of-(jod'.s 
J).owcr to change desolauon to JOY for those 
wh.o d.edic"ate. £heir: J-iv~s to the pi::rpc-tuatJon 
of. His covenarit. in: Tehillim- ! 13~5. 1he 
Psalmist praises God: • :He sets .thC. childless_ 
Wqm·an ·among her houSehod as_ a h_appy 
m0t_her <)f_chifdren. • · And. in thC haftara of 
parash~ Noach {in-Whit:_h we fir;:;t read.that 
Satdh is an akarq) We read: ~·sing O-barren 
un~. tho"u that di<l$t·no1_hcar"~ break fixth in
to Singing and-. cry tiut ·loud My 
faithful" Jo·ve -shall nnt depart from- thee:· 
Thus. th_e ~mage of the akai(l passes_ dow._n 
as- an inherittincC' from generation to genera"'.' 
tio_n-as a .soun:e:of hope for _l_~C _rene',Val of 
Gncfs coven_ant-" of pc ate and the ri;!demp1ton 
of-the enth:c nation. 



; ~iw,'t~,i~)J ~ lj h• 
'VI\<! says that tliefe is ro Gild 
,oo. tW(WOfldcbas n<> ruler; 2) 
be "''1<> saxs lha(lbere is a. ru_l· 
l~j! ]lOwetJ)Utii is restt,fi~two 
<>r n:i.~;J) jle who says there· 
is !ine..rul¢r ~ttbat f!e Js body 
.and bas fomi; 4) h• .. wbo denie<' 

; ·that 'He alone, is ifle prime 
. mc:iver . ., . 5)he who wor
~ip~ l\flythiqg besid~s Him, a., 

· ;aro119iator between man arid the 
J.;ord of the Universe. 

;\~co~iig io,1his formulation, the title min 
ClJl1 '!,;:!lJ>Plied only to the ,atheist and one 
who ·!let!!5: tile Jewish concept of God. 

~ dou.l!t11l!"hY•will .fm\l Mahnonid.,s.' 
s~s <ltmanding: ·But in. the _Talniud • 
(A~ Ur4:2fib) ~o .definitio11S~m.~~g~:. 
accof<!irig fo'the first; :one who eats ,arrj9n 
meat :solely IQ prm.,>ke is ~ min; llCC:OeJiqg_ 
lo the,><;!)on<!/orie."'.llO actua~y worships 
idols. Wpilethe\folllll'r op.inion associates 
the ntin wlt!i a contempt for Hahikha; the 1113-

. jQrity o~ commentaturs identify the mill _wilh 
moie,funda~ent.aJ,beresies. Fo~ ,exa~ple, 
Rashl (loc: dt..)defines ,iur,ini as attendants 
(o,siudents) of idq~, betheJ gentil,e or 
Jewish.· Similarly,, Ephraim Url:,ach 
understands the ,\l.moraic usage.oft.he word 
~ill to ref~~~ (!h~stian arid ·?nostic ~ts 
(t;!hawi: Pirkei MUA8fJt vepeot; p. 97). 

. /,· .- ... "· 
U11fpliUflllJely, Maimonides:l\imself seems 

to. id~tijy the 11!in 'in accoJi;l,ance w)th _!he 
miqo/ity opinion. Jn the T.ahnud.\ In J.li1: 
Qfze/tfveAve<(llJl t3), he w_iites, "IJ~t one 
who <!alS caniQfrmeat solely to prov-Ok~ ~ 
a min.'' Similai;ly,1n Hit' Rbtzer,cfr (4,JS): 
"f;ven one w,Jw· cats carrkm meat or who 
wear,phalnet solely to provo'lre is a mill-" 

This apparent contradiction might l)e· 
.re~lv¢ b)'. ·e;x~ipg ~alll:oAides' com· 
,ne/ttary on .the Mishna (Chullin l :2): 

M:inmJ . . .ate · people .whose 
fo!Jy jlas ,dulled their rel.son, 
w"°""" passions. have darkened 
Jlieir souls; and. [they] dispute 
the Torah and tile prophets out 
offO!)lis.hness and CQntradict the 
prop~ets. on · that which they 
hav,,·no !inowledge; and !theyj 
abar.don . the mitzvot out of 
coiuempt. 

Perilap,s'Majl)lO!Jides vie,.;, 1he transgressiol) 
\ O'f.~~fif~~th 9~~~1:eft~,,i!}(ent_,iO,proVoke its 

.. '11l!"lf•-kmS ofihe lJeresies he lists. in Hit. 
. · 'J'PS~ :which indicate ntlm,;;. 

Maimonides'_ . ~ond categi,ry, t\tat. of 
upikoros,, is even !es& clearly i:1¢fined. Ttle_. 
tem1 ap/kQros ap(Jllret1dy derive<! fro'll the 
Gre~!I; 'ljpicu.rus, a, l"'PU.i•r Clreek 
p~il-rher ~hpse sc)iool., of lhllught .was 
widely atcepted in He,llellist cultureHsee 
Stanley ~, Wagner's. 'iThe,AJjlllo1'!1• ·"" 
Epicqn:an, ~thei.st or&:offer, •• .~sheh.JX). 
In tln;ie, J,omver, OP,i/<<>ff!:$ took on·an.ab,!l!lc 
dance pf associations• and llalaklijc defin,
tions .. ~ainfoi\ides\ :writes: . 

'J:luee arei-allixl ~it: !}lie 
who,,drni,e,..~·fhe , ' f,!!00~ 

phecr and 111a • thef\' 
is no kno :whicli 
"manates-fro.m the Crea,ior to_ 
the hOllrts of man; .2). he ~ho .• 
d~s !he p[J)phecy pfli.fqses;. 
3) fie w!tp asse~ that the 
Creator has no··cognizance of 
the d;.;.is ot' m;in. . . . 

Here; apiko;,,,.~,>ne who cans inio ques
tion !lie llllatioµsfiipof God to .man: both in 
its ancient manifestation ~ 0propheey- and 
its con~mpc:,rar:y;Q_ne-;-- divine pr~vidence. 

. . 
Once again the 'f,9rm~ia~on of Mahnoni.des 

4iverges from the Taltm)d, which i'5l'lf,is 
ambiguous: In S(il!/te,/rlit(9.9b). tel1-SllPara1'> 
\Jefinit[qns appear, ij one who insults a 
neighbor;,2)9nl' wb0, insults _liis no,iglihor•in 
tl\epresence.ofascholar; 3) one who gii:,es: 
· 'Of v,:hat use are.1he ,RabJ;,isto us? For !heir 

· · · prure}, and for, 
wl\otal(es' 

: , . . : . quoting:jn 
tlie_ nanw of pis.~ei;; 5},jl,ne who .~rs: 
"Qf wljlit<use are the, Rapbis to _'Us1 They 
h_avrnev;er'.p,;rmi~d·us the raven n<irfor
biildell us:iliedove (fa,: never inno,atea JIPQn . 
thewn.tienW,>rd;ol'ScnpJUref'; §) one who 
spe,i~'irrever#ltly tothe'~bbi; 7) one.who·· 
reriders,an gp~io.11 w,ithout ·cons1Ilting 1tis 
teacher; ~). one· wbo.\:lil!s bis_ teacher by 

aiithoaty ~nd.11ot in the_ n,ameot'~o!J and one 
who deities the advent of Mess1ah,Jt shq~ld 
be note~ Jliatnlaity .of these are also listed . 
QY Maim;mii/es as people wllb baye n,o share 
hi the Worlq t<>. Come. But.Maimonides 
se\'~ II) i111pPse a hierarchy )li!ii~li,a,s.signs 
a lesser severity to 't4ese .tr3!1Sgi;essJons. . ··- . 

Abrabani b·. Moses di B!>foli; the .author. 

of th~ conlrrientary, ~hem Misbna, tries to 
' re*1IV~ tlj~ v~ muni:,er of definitions.by e~
pl;tining that.his co~tempopiries applied t!Je. 

' teim.to ,pei,pli,, '~Mare 110,< truly ap/ko" 
,;~;-1\'ut/,vJiose halakhic status approaches 
1),at o( (lpikorvs bN<!use. thek behavi_or is a 
prefa~e,!O apikor.,ut/<,su,li!a pro~am 1)0 

. d~ijbt .vastly i~frea,,,ed !h~ ranks of bo!h 

Whitft lYiaimonides assodiaiis the· min 
wft/i:a contemfttf or Jlfllarkha, the ma
jority of commentators identify the min 

with more fundamental heresies 

:,,1: . ' .... • " ' ' 

ruinie; 9) onewlio is a plagiarist; IO) - who 
deride~ the word. of the. Sages. 

It wo.uld se<em that the term apikoros was 
awUM by 1he.Amoroim to a variety of skep
tics ~JJQ,SCoff~~ (aJewi~~ c~t0:.ro prevalent 
even \oday). ()ne explanation for this is th'I! 
the $ages adopleil 1he term apikoros becallse 
of its similarity to 1he word hefl<er, whose 
root, p,K,T; ·implies ·_scor~ and d~;ri~ipn. 
Menach.em b. Solomon (Meiri), for .ex~· 
pie, reflects' \bi" undersilmding .. !n.his <:0111~ 
mentary on tbe Talmud, Mejri expands the 
concept t{1 Jru:lude:. one :, who habitually 
vlO~~s.ev;en 01;1C'precept, one'wh~ trea~ the 
festivals with contempt and desec,:ates the 
sacred>on~ Wh? cauSCs~e ~multitude to ~i.n 
-- eveir in 1/glit matters,.one.who separates 
himself from llie c~mmunity, ,those who Jran: 
sgres.~ in a·htgh:.bai:i~ed-manner,in ·p~hU~ in 
a seoffi11g lll•iiner, th.\>se'. who terroriZ¢ the 
multitude in • the lrterest of po:w¢r and 

allege<l and bona fide apiJiorsin. 

The . third category mentioned by 
Maim?nides is mferim. _deniers of Tol)lb; 

he_ who says 1hat !he Toiahjs 
not of d~Vi~ origin - even if 
he says that one verse or one 
"'Ord was said hrMoses_on his 
-0~n :.._ ._is':a ·de~~- :0( To~~ 
likewi'IC he wtiodeniesjts inter
pretation, that is the 0ral )..aw, 
and re!'lldiates its reporters, as 
Zado~ and.Boe thus ilid; he who 
say;i that the Creator cbanged 
one @rntn?ndm~nt for a,nothj,!:r 
and that His Torah, afth.ough of 
~fvine·ori?{~, is iiow. bh¼)lete;· 
as'th~,Mostems and·Na.1..arenes 
aijsert. 

In· bii. dofiniton·. of::kofer, ·Maimonides 
equates \1en~-of t~e.unity of the written text 
with. denial of the unity of O_ral ~rid W,iucn 
l;aw (thrustjng Wellh;4sen into the company 
of Z'\dO!d<lm an)! Boethuslm). Further, such 
,eenlaHs no Set!er (Pr ,worse)'than declaring 
the T ,>rah npt relevant in the modern age 
(cl~imi as~oclated with Jesus and. other 
Reformer~: 

Much(iflhis d~finition derives from the 
Talmud (Sa!ihi!flrfn 99a), whiphd~usses the 
v~rse;:•,r~~~iu~se henh't~·,scOrned the wOrd 
of the iord,.· and bas· broken his commanct
ment; ,that· soul .. shalf be_· utterly cut off 
(N~mb!,rs f:;:3·1)." some understand the 
vers~ to /e!tr to ,one_ w~<:'i deities ~at the 
Torah, isdiviqe, 9thers say it refers to the 
apikoros. ii, third oPinionidentifies the sub
Jec.t_ of ~he ·verse as-on~· ":ho reri~ers an in
terpretation of the Torah_ ~ot according to 
H,lakha. Other interpretations render the 
v~_rse-an aQm.OJ1ition:~- it- refers. to· one who 
studies !lie Torah but dQes ·not teach it, one 
wM pays no heed to the Mjs)lna; or one who 
c;anengage in the study of Torah but fails to 
do so . 

Mai_monides • final category, meshumad, or 
.apo~tate,, rel~tes )~ here;ic~l P.~C~ict rather 
than t]J<)ught. Of these, _there are t:wo kinds: 
the apostate with resl':'ct to one precep1 

is· a- person who Commits the 
iliinsgre$sion habi,tual1y 1liid futs 
becOme· notorious for it. An 
aJ)llstate .with respect. to the 
whoJe Torah is- one,· for exam
ple, who ,at a time of. religious 
persec~!ion bec~me~ coqvert~d 
(o·the jdollltor~s·'religion. 

While every· manuscript.version ,:eports the 
word ''"f~inad. most printed texts of the 
Code µse the term. ,iju11iar. Not coinciden
tally, this tex~al error (rit etncildation) e;..
t~ngs to the Talmud as well. In Sabb'ath o9a, 
the 'apostate i~ excluded from· the·-pri~ilegc 
ofbringing·a sacrifice'. In Sabbath 87a. "all 
of Israel'' ·are de~cri~.a& apos~tes during 
tbe sin of ll)e Golden Calf. Jn both place,, 
the commoo printed texts record .the word 
'!'WMr, ·whefe the corrfct~d. ones have 
meshumad. 

The root of the word meshumotl is shemad. 
or religious _persec~tiqn .. The connotation of 
me,shumud then, as Maintonides explicilly 
sta~s, ~ forced apo'stasy:, imposed by an im~ 
~rio~~. forei~n reli~fon. <;Iearly.- gentile 
cef!sors f~b~dtu~ the ward· mwnar, _which 
indicates a VQlitional change of religion. 

It &eems. mot:e than a trifle ironk to find 
such a dramat_ic ietri~nder of gentile d01µina-
1ion - hostile. tampering - in a halakhic 
disctJ.ss\ort of i~lernat religious reQelli~n. 
Pemaps "'.7 should,draw a lesson: Those who 
are 51utc:t ,w a$:SUIP~ the .~~k o~ eoni;Iemning 
th~ h):resie.s ·of _ ·ineir J.!eighbors should 
~m~mber :tfla.t We Jews:,ru:ea SQbjugated na: 
tion .•. Here<'l: is; not. a symptom of the 
Di~spor;i; bµt here w~,live-..in the midst of 
sonei Yisnzel ~1J.0~~RX:K?usly ~wait oppor~ 
tunities, to C(?nd~m~ Am H~hem. veT_orato. 
w_e .. dare not allow itJ.-~rn~cine strife ·to 
we~e.n us. in our~ apoe~lyptic b"'ttle; every 
eftbrt'mu,t-.~ directed tov.;ards th~t viclory
which ,;pelts restoration of the Jews- all the 
le.ws - to a rebuilt Zion. 
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T8iking ·To· or 8h0\1ting DoWn 
Rav Kook's Theological Etiquette 

By HOWIE JACHTE;R; 
What attitude should w.e adopt toward Clr

thodox Jews with whom .we .disagree 
ideologically? Is it proper for Orthodox rab
bis to cooperate with their non-Orthodox col
leagues in certain matters, and how. should 
we relat~ to our non-reli,gious breth,ren? 
Should lsr•el relinquish territory in exchange 
for promise,S of peace? Three passages from 
Rav Kook's letters, while not necessarily 
p.rovid)ng dl?tTnitiye sol,utions, w~ll 
demonstrat~'the proper, approach,to i!?sues 
such as these, 

~,av Kook c9mbined his mastery of 
phi,l(?sophy and pesak wjth keen insight into 
human nature; ·his c0rrespondence allows us 
to glimpse the manner in which that insight 
enabled h}m 'to relate effectively to a wide 
val'iet)' of people: His (amous letter, to the 
Bczalel Att Academy (letter 158) serves as 
an exeQ1plar, Of the prope!, method of sensitiz~ 
ing non.:.religious peqple to the, values of 
Halakha,Jn a particolarly signiftcanrpassage 
(p. 205 in the first volume of his letters) he 
asserts that one sboul~ av~id concentrating 
on one value to the c;:xclusion of all others, 
citing in support of this principle King 
Solomon's caution againsr ,being overly 
righteQus (Kohelrt 7: 16). An exclusive focus 
on even ,a crusial valu~ such as righteousness 
will invariably ,lead to detrimental results, he' 
claims. 

To<;> often people err by lo_oking at only one 
aspecrof a complex problem, "Nightline", 
for iTistance, once featured a debate between 
an env ironrnemalist and an industriatist on 
whether Antarctic.i should'be exploited for 
the b'enefit of mankind. The environmentalist 
felt that no Jegitimat(;'.' need exists important 
enough to condone humaq interferenc~ with 
Antartica's,delicate ecosystem, while the in
dustrialist insiSted that if necessary. Antar
tica should be exploited to the fullest degree 
regard!ess of any deleterious impact on jts 
natural environment. BOth outlooks are flaw
ed bec.rnse they,considei only one value. One 
taking a prudent 'and sound app'foach to such 
an iS!',UC would,t.lcal wit~ all aspe{.;ts' of the 
pr~blem before deciding on a plan of action. 

Similarly, many Peace Now artivists argue 
for peace at any c,Jst, and many Gush 
Emunim ,supporter:s are coni:erned solely 
with maintaining the territ9rial integrity of 
th~ land of Israel. A reasonable approach to 
this issue would reject bot~ extremes; focus
ing solely on one value in this marter could 
lead. God forbid, to disaster_ 

Uke\\{ise, the question of whether Or~ 
thodox rabbi$ 'Should yoopcrnte with non~ 
Orthodox rabbis should be approached from 
such .t broad-minded perspective. It is un
doubtedly ,important that we avoid conferr
ing legitiriiacy up0n the Reform and Conser
vative movements. hm this is not the sole 
consider3ti0n in the matter. We must 
remember ihat millions of Jews recognize 
there non-Orthodox Rabbis as ('Ommunal 
leadrs, More importantly. perhaps we should 
coopef'dte wit~ non-Orthodox rat;,bis in an at
tempt to eliminate the problems of 
widespread mamzeimt and questionaple con
version,;. While tht: solution to rhis dilem
ma is o:pen to debate. it is clear that one 
.should not offor a solution without carefully 
considering aH aspects of t~e issue. 

ThrOugout the generations. Jews have suf
fered greatly when they have been al times 
intolerant and disrespe_c~ful of one another. 
The Talmud (Yevamot 62b) relates that all 
of Rabbi Akiva ·s student,;. djed within a short 
period of time because they foiled to treat 
each other respectfully. Furthermore, we are 

taught (Yoma 9b) that the Second Temple 
was destroyed as a punishment {or the sin of 
s/nat chinam - hatred of onv's fellow man 
for no valid reason, The Jews were punish
ed,.the Talm..d recof!is., despi~ the fact lilat 

tolerance that the right-wing Ortho<Jox com
munity sometimes displays 'towards the Cen
trist Otthodox community \md vice ver~a. 
Some people .iri both communiries actually 
belle.vetl1'i/ they l)llSSeSSa mo!'Ol'Oly onPt,t,/ 

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook 
they studied Tornh regularly. scrupulously 
adhereJ,w the mitzvot. 'and engaged in acts 
of kindne...,s. The Netziv. in a celebrated 
passage of his introduction to the book of 
Genesis. explains that the Jews uhhat era 
regarded any who disagreed with their Torah 

Torah and/or good seqse. 
Those people would do well to explore one 

of Rav Kook's most remarkable letters (let
ter 18).' in which he comments on the famous 
('Ontroversy gene~ated by the Briti~h offer <)f 
Uganda ,as a homeland for the Je,wish peo-

An exclusive focus on righteousness wz1l 
invariably lead to detrimental results 

view~ints as here1ic:-.;. 
Unfonunatdy. the sio of sfnat chinam per

sists in om:: generation. We 0!1hodox Jews 
are too often intolerant of views that differ 
from our own. Indeed. we are certainly not 
obligated to recognize the legitimacy of a 
philosophy which dearly constitues ,heresy 
(~ee Letters 79,and 555 in which Rav Kook 
discusses the limits of tolerance). But there 
is absolutely no jm,tification fo~ the in~ 

pie Rav Kook writes (p. 17 of Tzvi 
Feldman's translation, the message is even 
more pnwerful in the original): 

I will not get involved in the 
arguments between the 
"Zionists of Zion" and the 
"Ugandans." There may 
definitely be found in both par
ties sincere and paJ:riotic people. 
SimilarJy, there are sinct;rc and 

patriotic people among !hose 
who oppose the very existence 
.of the Zionist movement. It ;, 
a t>ad omen for a party if it 
toinks that it alone embodies the 
source of Hfc. wisdom and 
righte<>~sness .and that all others 
are of no cons!-!queoce. • · 

fiew pe<>ple, if any, were as dedicated to 
!he, Zioni~t n!oveme,nt a;;, R:w Kook. Yet 1 

ilcspite his feeling that Zionbm marks the 
dawn of' the Messianic era.. he r!!adily 
acknowled~cd th,at ··there are ,:;inc,erc und 
patriotic people f:lmong those who opptlse the 
v,;,sj ...... ~.,h.:111-1- v( .t.c z;~,.,;,-,, u,u,,..,1,,.nt. 

His attitude b evid~nce that one can firmly 
believe in, and espouse hi~ own view~ ~n<l :,till 
be toierant'of those with whom he disagrceS'. 
Indeed it is exceedingly disturbing to find 
Torah ,scholars' and yeshiva student\ ,who 
~isparagc' bclieying and observant Jew$ 
whose views do not coincide witP their own, 
This sort of attitU<le is dcstrUctJ~e to the 
Je\Vish\community and should be eliminated. 

Lastly. the tone of oui discussions with 
those, with, 'Whom we disagree sh(~uld 'be 
respectful a:,. welJ,as assertive. Rav Kook's 
letter' to a certain Dr. Rupin demonstrates 
how to tactfully express disappointment with 
failure to comply with Halakha. Rav Kook 
writes (Letter 296): 

Exalted and honored ~ir, Dr. 
Rupin, \l"IY his light shine, I ap
proach y()u ~o sp~ak: , a word 
from the depths ofmy trembl
ing heart, and I, hope that in 
your best spirit you will unders
tand, my meaning and quickfy 
calm my spirit which storms 
within me without rest. and 
remove that blerlli~h which 
causes this storm in my jnner 
spirit. 

Shockinc: news has reached 
my ear. ln~Heul Fore-;t people 
desecrate the Sabhath in public, 
,an9" the ~ewii.h ,guar~ ride~ hi.:> 
hor:,,e on the Sahbath _ 

HonorJhle sir. 1hi., fact righ1)y 
milkcs the heart of evt.lT) !llan in 
Israel for whom the "'-'H'.-L' nf na
tion.iJ honor ha'.'> not bren c\
tingushed from hi, heart. cry 
out. This ti.lre\L the colkclin
possession of the Jewish nation 
and a memorial con-,ecratt'd hl 

the man, who with his ~piri! 
raised the national hmmcr --· it 

is impossible for u.:, to tn!t-ratc 
and sufft'f de.,ecratinn of tbt' 
Holy name. before al!'c\f bntd, 
on public property. Plca~e s.ir. 
quickly remove thi~ hurnhk 
hfemish. and hanni-..h ..,h;:in11: 
from God·~ portion. 

In cxt1ftetI hlm1)r and bk-.~in~ 
frnm Zion. 
Abraham Isaac Hakohen Ko,tk 

Rav Kook ~uccel'ded in hi, 
tremendow, an~uish withPul Dr 
Rupin. Thi-. !"-~ thl' \-Vay \\\' !lll!'-i 1,.'PI1clui::t 

oursdve~ . with tho~e whnm 1,,;: ha\ e 
dbagreeml!"nt-.. We tnU'it karn !n ar?UL' 1,,.ivi: 
l.Y whatever the circmm,tancc'> are. he it in 
the Knes:;et. the office nf !hi: kv,i:.h Agcn· 
cy. or in the YU 1.·afctena. We ~hl1uld a!'.,pin.· 
to the day when kw~ will iJJieract in a 
respectful. tolerant. and bnn1Li-rninded man
ner. This is prechely hnw Rav Kook cpn
ductcd himself and we should fearn from hb 
shining example, 

"' 
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. 1"5' hx a* Jila~. 11l'i1ical: questi<ws about 
'~v, ~cX!Wli.l9ng'!listall\'e ~iruv, for 
· 's Ofv.isi<in Qf Y.ou,lh Ser

in 
utied ten to 

. fifli;!:nA,)llj:fi<;ah ;Wvisors fqr ~ sun,mer (an 
;(~stralliur:_.;it\t,fo) j>f<>Uiieach .. Despite the 
,~nah<alisf~etlonJ'r.e~eived from the p.ro· 
g~fflt~#r(ii~i, ~\i~"h:{ti·i~l~, 1,i•.:,iJ ((f'fyu\ 
~ine~ semi113~;and :,i.Phln• ticket from 
~~~JP<~ llni~e,/. oi!ltes ~es l>!le 

> ;"; V ,'"' >,', ,,' V ,,',, <,V 

~~ ~'$1l- and~inceri~ ofone's 
in'lluen~e.. . . ·. ·.· · · 

Many oft~~ di(f,culties with long'!listance 
OQ~~h '~~ e~~~i~ tQ au :fdr.ir Work.' 1~ 
wo~l<l ~·inaccuf-a~e'the~fore tO compart~ 
m~n!3-liz~ issues '~s re1a~i~g t? k:ir~v"work 
,doffl!,acr:oss folJr,h~iJdred mileS~ six 'thousand 
frt:'i~i,;s:,, etc: ,~he: :ftc,t, ~hat ~\htg,S'\l:istance, fur 
&Q~~,~~~iesjs l!: t~ty ro.in:1,ite cat !~Pe 
tQ, ~iv9~if~le,,an~)fo,otbe'rs:l1;i a ,t~enty·,fi\e 
l)our llig_ht lo .Me!Q<Juin;e pn.wes that distanc_e 
is: notalwp.yS:~{a~tgr in,detefn}inio,g rhe,im~ 
Pl"',t ?f a Jimv,prograrn. 

Five ~reas ""!'llJ m9st.toucb<,d by the pro
_blem of distance: !!Given thetime_limit an4 
ihe<d}stanf lo~tio~, '!he ad~i~~~~ ID~st,give of 
hirn~If inten~ly, 'Withoµt', n~es,sarily , ex
~r,i~ncing: tl;le ,~ti~factfop, of t~ch!~g or 
evtn, rec,~ivin&:a,~e5m,$gfu!: re~pQn~' f~~m 
'the R~rti~!PaA~s.,~Qrsc, pr?~o~ied p~ysical 
~n? lJ,l~J~l,~x~~~~fio~ ~reV~nt the,advisor 
from ftiti~tionjog 10, hls fUH Caf>aCity. ,2) 
'fhQsci ~ud~11ts whO do gain from -seinin?rs 
intelleetually are not always l~ft will\ ""~d~' 
quate means qf.following through. 3) As if 
in the middle of a<batllefield, the ~dvisor is 
assa~lted by $0J1sands of questions; The_ op
por:tuni~y to,a~~~ef que~tions saJi~fa,ctOdly 
is rest~cted by time ~ntj,one~~ ability to write 
me~,niri-g:ful Jetters. 4) There were moffients. 
and they ~ere ~ot few. tha~ th~ y01.ing~tcrs 
ne~ed cmotioriai ,guid@nc~. This \)rought 
many ~rostratjons to the fore. No secUre rela
tio!Jship ca:n be ,deviJope<l in nine days, 
which !YJakes any enmtlonai guid:anCe eith.~r 
unfair from'the poinJ,of (den'dship or,inac
cu'Mt~' fro'm the point ,'of Understandfog. $) 
EVe,tl if!h~ adv~sor miik~s~ conscioUs µeFi: 
siqn to emotionally-distance himself, !he par
t\cipant~ may nOt 'have, mµde that eho~ce. 
Tfrefr ternpor~r.y at,ta~hnlrnt,is vrr¥ s\rong. 
,howev_~r, '~nd tr,eroendous r~~Dtm!!nt often 
follows the<lack of muti1alily. 

,lt i~ easY to ~Hssed the issues with 
micr~-0p!c,' concern fQr de~iJs:~ Y~t. 
~~lyt~caJ, critiqis~, in an ;Ir~ that, precludes 
subje<;tivity mis/JCS the human element that 
serves as the'axis for sincere: O\ltreach. lt is 
nQt,a,s~jence. Thefofo:el I,?llv-e chosen to 
illust,a~ rather than to describe. The follow
illg re,~poni;es ari, imaginary "lJ.d for the 
bell!l/lt. of the r~er; But tlteY answer ic1ual · 
lett~ that I llave receive<! from a few ohbe 
kids wl!pm. l still write. to, l reap through 

, '. > . :fOCtJSlS~eularism .... 

kintv Merl\t{&ok "kn~ DUJ.t~;c~ O~tre<tch 
thelr letters, trying \0 r¢9reaiio, the mud<Jy 
w~lkways between <1\ir.pea-~oup green bar
racts ~ntl the dining hall. and allthat t()Ok 
J?l•e• between those walls, 

I stillllQpe_ yqu cap ram~ bac~n'extlear, . 
bac/i:«1 AustT'{lli./J..,l *m>w yor,said:yQl!I. )l!Ou./4· 
/fJt/U,.~u/d, f'rf!,iUSI remind.//18, )'Q,Kl/r~t we 
wg«/d IJ/l really loveJt ifW¥ wo11/d, buro'!· 
ly if}'ou can, 

,· Mic//a~t 

Thinj<.lng.:;\bout yott M\eb~,inake.s1ne • 
laugh." \'cij :~~..;~~t }t, ~~:~~~xrn!~d~t'µ1, 
to wear so~kers Oil fa$t.!l;ly,,, l!"d)h,en Y!lll 
I~ how ~ la.WB hi,d de),'eloei-t Yo,u 

We would hav;e been b.aRPY .bad ¥!'.>\I onty 
t.aken and notg(ven hi!ek, hut sometjmes you 
qidtfteven takf.Fqr al.I the preparalion,0the 
sourcebQoks, th.e si<its and tile l>&Ms (deep. 
•!lil meaningtill .dlscussii:ins). until. tli_e wee 
hqursyou'd.tell-us that you got nothing {)ut 
ol' t)je pr9gram, Didn lt YQU think th11t hurt 
us'?. And ihose of you wlio did take J,j,?~me 
cases: took.so much, did you '!"Y thank,y<>u? 

It wa,;difficultwalkjng ii)to a !"'(ll!l know.' 
ing that01any.of you ,wanted to learn and . 
l!lany .Qf you ,yaµteg to_ run away and h.ide, 
For those of Y,ouwho thoughtaboot issues, 
I'm sorrv we're not around, t(l help, YQU 
resolye.!hem,. For th~se of,. you who just . 
didn 't.@J'e, l'lTI ~rrrwe're-oot dle~.to show 
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t~ 1q1 you:iltjjjcfa ~ (Ill l'ood you how to. ca,;e. 
befaremwiifu:?yg~~I, and ilY ~e end of 
th~ se,ond senil11l!\:, .y_O.: anJ! sil): o.th~rs nad 
finished me si•,!hperek of Mishfff Tte,rakJ,ot 
with \TIO. Every nig,htat ·I l:30you'il pile in 
and drop on the fl()qc;~nl!slo'Wly recite the 
~~rds' ,in ,H~~TC~· a~~;ria~sfat~,and,, ·unders" 
\h1~d, ,~1:~:. ~~(t~pt~.' ,~~· ,~1eiil!!JY1P our nu;e, 
$hiur wolllifsit t;,g<?lhei, and_!.ou .wo11ld ]#n; 
tify those:foods on youqilares:.wh!ch are om; 
of t!>e shiva minim and in wliat order .ihey 
were lo b.e bless<,<!. Have.y9u fig11red.out yet, 
what Jerak/lQ tl) ,ri.ake on vege!l)jte? 

Michael, !;know ltold-y'ou;!'d'eome back 
if I could, but I \an 't>right no;v., GraJuate 
~hOOI ,approachcii~ ·and I ~av~Jo x:2nti11-ue my 
lear~fog, if/itm ,go:~ng'Jo conP,~ue, te~~hing. 
And yet I'm thinking that whatever! t<;ach 
you,~ut J1{d~i~ inct~~·~ ~?u,rk~ow!~ge 
a hunredfold a.nd. that I have an undeniable 
responsibility. tq l'\'lJ· . . . 

Has yoµr inijµisitiveness ~o~t Jud~is,n 
.taken a backSijal to )(()\If schoolwork? If you 
shoul\l want to l~am ,µore,. where would you 
go? Do Y'!U feel that. we only showed you 
Jhe•surface pf somethini,you.don't have the· 
,tools to . u·nearth yourself! ~,:,s9me~j~es 
wondef about th~s whe_n_ ( say berak!wt and 
remember you an<\ Karen. and Davi<l and 
Ronit, and ArL 

Then I ren1ini! myself that .no.t every kl<! 
was like yQu, Michael: I still have nightJ113.res 
about the kids who'd steal.all the lightbull)s 
from Jhe session rooms {hoW was I suppos
ed to knpw that "sessions•· in 'Australian 
slang tfleant ··to sn)ok.e pot?·· N? Wonder 
you ~ids:were e~cited when we announced 
tliem) or the night that what's-his-name kick
ed a hole through the wall. 

lt wasn't easy sl;lying l!p till four almost 
every' nightfmorning\a~~ing y-0u tQ go ,'to 
sleep and waking up at seven !>egging you 
w ,get up. Yoll 'usC:d t~ wait 1:ln~il we ~ent 
to sleep to sneak -into ,each·Qt~r·s,hunks. 
Then you found out tha good advisgrs never 
go to sl~p, Th_e bags under my eyes wen, 
so big tjiey could have _held gro~ries, Didn't 
you see that we were·11lway_s tired?L>id you 
ever feel a little sorry'r 

I SOlll(!i!lles wonder if you thought we had 
fetli~gs, No matter wh]lt; happened behind 
tile scenes "'" · d walk into the dining room 
pla,;tere,,J'.wi,h smiles, We wante~toi/eposjt 
in your heads everything we'd eter lea.med. 

: lque¢of'.led Godfor-thefirst time ye~ter
.da)', 1h~e are;so'.1114ny·bi:IJ peopi,, /JJ:i~ 

, world,' f!'lttr:der_erst,t;tc~,. • . ' 
Sharqn 

~l·to?!< ~pu a ~,1$ tq ,r~ij\Jze,i~~' ~~r~,
and I guessitCll!l)ec!earest,althouglJ,har<lest 

, through personal suffering, We. h'ld discuss
ed it 11)0re.thap,1mce in daily tefilah, bufthe 
que~~f on, you• d ~k ,me i:nost fre:q1;1~ptly ~~s, 
if you could Fre_nch braid my hair when you 
poppeQ info my, room ~rly mQn,ings in your 
pi11k thermals, I'm gfa\l ypu wrote me ",nd 
tried to,stq1ig,titen 01,1,t s~,meofypur fe~Hna:s, 
b~t inadeq~acy sw~ps over ~1e. I can,·~, real'y 
ansv.:er,\~he,q~~sliqn,of theodicy. a!1-d hugs 
can't he posttl)ar~:00-

Yo~ thought . tha_t J.uilaism ~as foU of 
!lniwei:5. Y:bu,rej~cted it btcause J empha~iZ· 
ed that religion is full of questions. And then 
I wonder,if you're asking me out of s)qc~re 
~u,rjoSiwor because you know that'this is the 
,appfopriate qu,~s!ion Jo ask 'at li~es ,of suf
fering. My answer wil! depend on the inttnt 
vf yOui: qutstion. 

Eyery morning in 1efiJah' ~1\d sessions l 
wouJ~ £ntertaiJl' your questions. What are 
~inwtes'? Why don,'t w~ h.l)ve them now? 
Does Ood really hfat Ille? \1/hy djd God 
qeate the world ,anyway? Intellec_tuai hon!,'!sty 
required me to present ,~np rej~t various 
arguments knowing full well that I could 
f!avc se~ed a :·sugar piW', t~t Was eas~ly 
digestible. Did I do; the right thing? Could· 
you assimil.ate the product of $oughts thal 
l)ave taken me yea~ to formulate? Dishing' 
out Jnstant responses sometimes, made me 
feel philosophicany nak<,d l>efore you when 
you didn't even under~tand. My telling yM 
~x~mpted you frQm embarking' On yoµr' own 
inquiry'" 

It takes .• l9tof stationaf)'. !O respond .to 
your questions when perhaps all that's real, 
ly asked for Ha simple affectionite gesture. 
I'm not really stjr;,_ what you need uufos.s I'm 
standing in frpnt'of you. 

It's the faty.reth.t/J scares me. Wi/1-i/change? 
Will my life lie a rl!Pe<!f ojmy pa.r,mts? t{lose 
are the things I so 111uch don't want . 

Karen 

Fate h~sn:t presented you with,the best. of 
circumstances, Karen. )'.our par~nls sttick 
you a,nd your. brplbers in ,\he midst of a hor
rid JivorM settlement, an/! you ne<,d to find 
anµ develop eont)dence in yourself, you see 
religion as a differe.nt . Jjfes~le, one of 
togetherness .an<! family. Jiut how \viii you 
learn? Where\vill your support,gtfiup come 
from in Pertli where mea! bas to be flown 
from Melbourne every· f;,w _l!lonths for the 
few faroilios who k~p kosher? 

An\l w.ho can yo,u _talk to when life's get
ting you down'/ I spent hours with. you, but 
that's 11eyer" enough }ime or .security. I 
wondered ifit'~?-~ fair to get emotto~al\y, in
volved .at all. But you didn't give me much 
ofachoice . .Yo11 needed me. I was there. We 
talked. We write. Apd I.may never see you 
agan. I kind of.wish you wouldn't tell me 
I'm your. friend. What kind of friend I is tens, 
sympathizes, and .walks away? 

ft took me about four days \O ge/ over 
Counterpoint emotionat/y, but f think I have 
reco~ered. Tluink Y?" sa much for coming, 
to Perth. I and many oihers really appreciate 
it. 

Ronit 

Ronit, Y()U Were proq_a~ly the most'set:ious 
of alt.our.participants. You asked for ~II the 
S?Uiceqoois-when we Ifft al1d:everi ~pplie<l 
to Stern. You could be 'call<,<! t.he "Counter, 
polot 'Sl!-ccess Story.·· AnQ,evt;O you haft to 
recover fr"Qm the ~eminaf. EVery yciar ,new 
cidvisors wOuld pa~;, ,through P~~h ,and yµu 
would il!ll>i.l.>e,tll\' 1\nowl<;<)ge.ijnd spitbac~ 
,the frien~s~ip., kf'!oWin'g that',a nc'-1:' crew 
w~~I~ ~epla~e thi:,; ~ne iri ni~e ~1onths. You 
did_n'cresen_t us for.it~ but so wany of th\! 
others did.: 

The real effect of the program could only 
b~ °:'easure~J?rig after we were g<.lne., Ev,i:n 
five weeks 'after we left ,nm, wrote us 
rcpearing the lines of Safaffi sQng~.Jiut that 
wears off'and we w3.it to -sec if re'sentment 
µeveloRs,. Some of 10µ stop writing. Some 
ofus,stop,wrjting. Some of you a!-lku;; how 
wr , could , have deCc:iv~d you, ~nask~ng 
Judaism in friendship? Did we? l tried,tlJ,re
main distaq_t~ not, all of you perceived that. 
Was it my fault? 

Lookin~ bagk and looking' in~ J have tried 
to cap_ture, ahex~rlem.:e)n its most negative 
as[)ects t<~ surface the problem~ inherent 'in 
long-disJance outreach,,,Cm.intcrpoipt tea~e,s 
ind~lible memo~}es of laughing. and late 
night l~a,' and guitar playing, Sitting silent
ly, observing the thinking.an\! chan$ing of 
~dolescent,; is scco1;1d oi:ily, t<l beil}g one with 
a youngster's struggle to fin~'himsel.fand his 
heritage. Eyen fo its most Qffficult 'moments~ 
CounteTJ)oint "'.?S always a learning ex,
perienc-e - both, frustrating ;,ind rewa,rdihg~ 
and althougt, J can't return this year, l. in
tend to do it again. 

Why'! l_ try to ihin_k of pqssible alternatives 
to Counterpoint and my min(! draw Sa blank. 
Not every,kid 'was a Sharon, a Karen, or a 

, Michael, but every kid learn<,<! something 
about his religion and himself. Hazorim 
bedimaberina yiktwru --c the seeds We 

plant<,<!; eten if they were not likely to be 
sQw,n\ rntiht,,one ,:iay flQ~cr. SolUe you!lg 
woman mignt $ink twice-about intermarry
il)g: . Thi~ Pesach one. of · the biggest 
troublemaker.\ migl!t ask (lis. parents to buy 
a bl>~· of matza,h; Those .ar11 the stories we 
hear about much l~ter. A college stuqent 
shows up·in Melbourne's K<Hle! oll!lray.to 

cqnt, on p, fl 
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Giv·e a Little, Get a liittle 
Aguna: The Continuing Crisis 

By LARRY YlJDBl,S()N 
'YQen ciVjl rnarriagC,'and div,orce are in~, 

ttoc!Uced in Israel in a ilecade, don't be sui:
pI:ised.:lt wmft be the result.of.a giant cam
paig~ by th.e Ref9rm 1povement either, but 
•the product of the rijbblnate's quiet neglect 
o'f tiiunot i wop,en WhQ~e husbands refuse tO 
divorc~, them. 

A.Wint we should rem.emoer: in Israel, the 
rabbinate is estabJished .at the. sufferance .of 
the nqn:religiouS majority: Since ti)~ time of 
~e~,Qur~pn, }t has ~eita,wort~wbile com
prQinis~, preserv,i~g Je:11ish, unity, saving 
coalitidp~, and satisJ)'ing the traditional 
desii:es of maby' ''.no~-relig1bus'' lsraelis,. 

But:a~lc9mpromises have t'aJ)~ b~ught-' In 
this Case,, is-rael's Jews (Ghristians and 
Moslems hav~ ttieir own courts) pay by 
abid.ing by divorce1aw:r which, to a secular, 
tW~ntieth ce~tury sensibility, are inherently 
in~quitaQle~. While, ~ thou~and· years ago, 
Rabbeinu Gershom decreed that a woman 
could nbt be divorCed against·her. will,}~· is 
still the man who must give the di1/orce, and 
it js the woman who bcllrs the costs of an 
extuf-marital relatiopship. 

Were this to rem'ain tJ1eory, it would haye 
little ~onsequence. But the increasing.llurriber 
of "victims'.' of thC syste1ll may be,come the 
?1eans to .its d.est~ction·. Quite s~r,n~ly, every 
ag.una is a timebomb ticking away next to 
!::leikha! ·Shlomo. ' 

.One such {lg(lna is my Al11erican fri~nd--:. 
call her Rachel - whq, after ayearofbeing 
beaten hr her· Israeli husb~Ild~ couldn't ta}:;.e 
itJnyi:no~e~ She. though1 h!!' wo~id sl~p after 
she had a oaby, •and h,·did: For three days. , 
She took her daughter, smuggled her through 
the airport (her husband ha<l torn up the 
b?bY 's passport) and has been living in the 
U:S. for the past·two years. 

This sounc_ts extre~1c on h'er part. If she's 
being ~~aten., why doesn't'shC go·to th~ beir 
din'! After all, ·they lived on a religious 
moshav. Wouldn't the beit ilin intervene and 
tell the husband that flalakha forbids wife
beating. and that h~ better clean up his.~cL? 

Rach cf had litlk reason to belieVc, that~ bat
tered women have not been the subject of 
many ·of the rahhiniit~·s public ·staten,.1ents. 

In f4ct. if she ha<l asked. she !!light have 
found things wen: worse than she thought. 
Had she. for example,, gone before the 
Jerusalem beit Jin, 1,.·laiming w have been 
repeatedly beaten, even bringing hospita_l 
records to prov~ it, 'Rahbi Ezra Basri, head 
of the court. W\lUld have b~n extremely 
reluctant t6 compel her husband to give her 
a.gft. (As for sending tbe Jiu~hand t9 prison 
until he cleans up his act, no o:ne wouJd even 
think of askin_g a beit din for thaJ,) 

Rabbi Ba~ri recently told a·Jerusalem Cl~n

fcrence on Women and Judaism'that he does 
not feel wife-beating is sufficient ca.use to 
force a divorce. What th~ couple need, he 
said. is education as tQ what marriage is all 
about 

Now, ~n the U.S . ., one can uh.derstand the 
inaction of a beit din. in such a c.ase (though 
not excuse it -·nl,ore on the RCA later). But 
in ·1srael. the beit din qm throw. the 
reCakitrant husband in jail until he gives his 
wife a divorce.. ' 

How. often does 1he rabbinate take advan
tage of this privilege to back up Halakha. wi(h 
the long arm of the law? Thirty times since 
1.953, .according to Na'amat Women, the 
~olTien·s· organization of ~Qe. Histadrut, 
which ·js active iJl women's iSsµes. By com
padson, from 1980 to 1985. aci:ording to 
Na:'aniat. the .rabbinate allowed a man to 
rem~rry. witho~t a gd one h~ndr'ed times. 

Some· were <:.~ses where. the wpman was in
sane or HJ, where the·mitn in the sitµ<l:tidn 
coull! not grant ~ get. But one suspects an 
inequity here. 
1:he.rabbinate claims that long.term agu11a 
case~· are ~arei th~H.igti .they w!U'not issue 
figures ·or conunent .. on .those 9f NB'amat. 
~ot'are. theY an:Xio~s for acc.Urate .statJsticij 
to ap_pear - wh~~ one prganizatiJ?n began 
looking through public files with an pye 
towards compiling data on thC.ag~na· situa
tion. the rabbiriate.ordcred the files cJ0sed. 

But ev~n if the two or three a{lecC.totes that 
were pi:_irited ~n· repor~ o( the conference 
were the oniy cases, Whal i~ ihie ·cxcJ,Se? 
~he,- a woman:nms, away fro~ rep'?a~d 
beatings, why should it .take twenty-three 
years to g.et a divorce'/ Why should, a hus
band's declaration that "I love her'' send a 
woman t,ack.for more· beatings fn the name 
of shalom bayit? •· · 

Shalom bayitis an importa~t rµatt~r. How 
much energy - and pain __;;_ should be in
vested in a bad 'marriage before giving ·.up? 
One Jewish position on this q1.1.estion is clea(: 
Divorce is prohibited except in cases of 
adultery. . 

But the Halakha. does not follow Beit 
Shammat ahd Israel is not Ireland, A Jewish 
ni.arriage·is not the permanent:c9mrnitment 
Of a' Cathol.ic marriage. The Rambam held 
that 'if a woman find~ her husbaQd repulsive, 
the·beit din forces him,to give her &.get. "She 
is not ·a slave that shC should be. forced tO 
have intefcollrse with one ti)at is repulsive 
to, her.·~,. Ot~er Risitoniin ·<len1itn<l that sh~ 
substantiate her rqruls'ioQ. &e wou.ld ~hink 
hospital record!:i shO!,clld suffice. My point 
here is not to fully analyze the iialakhot of 
gittin, but t<i point put that while the altar 

procedures, as provi~ed for by t!ala~ha, 
there is little doubt that Halakha b dvomed 
as Israel's s~le m~ri-iitge Jaw. I~ Israel; ~e 
expatri~te YU r~bbis are \\'.ofking oil it. J3u.t 
will they succeed in time? Certainly.it wpuld 
help if, the next time thcChicfRabbis make 

. their pilgrimage to YU, students actively pm
test against the degrndation of H~lakha tak
ing place under the Rabbis' auspi~es. If the 
rabbin'ate. realizes that thdir, . .A.~1erJcaff sup
porters have had enough, maybe they' II 
realize the stat~s quo can.'t last forever. 

3ut if the Jsrae!i rabbinate is anything like 
thc·Rabbinical Cotihcifof America ·on these 

' . . . 
isbµes, I wouldn't b'C 0ptiIT:~$tfr;. Befe, the 
rules of the games an; differ~nt. No pne ex
pects the 'RCA tp impdson. or even i-o.ugl\ 
upt recµ.lcitrant,hu~bands. But one docs· ex-. 
pect them to follo1-y op o.f! their promi~t; r0 
releaSe a pre-nupHaI agreement wbi~h could, 
maybe, solve sorile Problems m marriages 
not yet contracted. ' 

Tfie criteria for determining.t~at a Jewish 
mafriage has ·irredccn:iilbly' failed and a beit 
din shoµld·take action·are clearer ii\ Am~rica: 
If the civil divprce ~as 00!}1C thr0ugh~ it:s au 
o_ver. Unfortimately. by th~n tl\erc·S.n,othing 
a beit din can do to. procure· a get, barring 
the desire of the hu~b~nd (or tj,:e'. wife) to 
remarry in,a re1igio4S ~cremOf!Y,. 

.Th:e most wi~cly ena,~'ted solµtion to t~e 
problem is the ~onsei:vqtive ketuba: in_ w,hic~ 
the· couple. agrees to· $.e (Rabbinic Assembly) 
bCit din;s juris~ic~lon:and it~,righ~:1o impose 
fines'on ~·spouse. who dqes· not aCCfde. to its 
desi,si~n. Despit~ Ot,1h~ldO.X· 1uisglvi1~gs as lo 
its Jegality~{in' the· 1950\~ a: 'YU-pubf.\6hed 
booklet criticized the ketu/J(J_ on both halakhic 
and leg~Lgroun(\s). in the I98J'case·of Avit~ 
zur vs. Avitzur, the. Ne.w Ymk Court ofAp, 

N, C~:-1!:J1rf.Tf;n:-rr~~'~"~!;.'? 

tee on \;aw and Public Affairs which requires 
that a husband filini for civil divon:e ~ive 
his wife. a get. The. law certainly wilinot help 
when a j.vomatt files for !liv9ree aiid her hus• 
band won:t give,a get;··it'h_,; li::ss ccrt;tin. but 
nonetheless.highly likely, that t!ie law will 
fail. the first.time it faces .a: cnnsti.tutir)n~l 
-.challenge ,in court. 

ArounJ the same time the /(et la"' was be
ing puslu;d throuin. the New ¥ ork. State 
legislature, a nu!tlbcr of Orthodox pre-nuptial 
agreements intel1dc(i to force a divor~ea.cou.: 
pJe to give and. receivcig(!t were being wrif~ 
ten. While they rely Ol\ tbc general prindplcs 
affirrne,;\ h}'·the Avitzurdeci~ion ·- (hat the 
state ~a? cµ.~~ttfl:ltionally en~Owe a contract 
involving a belt din - they all circomvc~t 
to varyi?g de~ree.-.; rhe'lcgal a~d halakhic pro
blems o.f the C1Jn~crvativc ,ketuba, 

In· b!'.:ief, the couple· itgr~e. J.o submit 
themselyfs·to financial penaJ.ties in.the event 
Of rcfo;if1g to give or receiyc a get aJter a 
civH ,djv0rce bas t~ke~ ~ffcct. ·J'he details 
vary among the difft:rent proposals, 

In December cifl 983, the RC A rck~sed 
om: sucJt J)roposal. The following Jur,c. th¢ 
'RCA.asked its members to slop using it "un~ 
til further,notice." (No11ethefo-;:-.. some rah
bis have coupl,es sign the documents.) At the 
tinlC. Rabbi Binyamii). wamsti. c,;ccutivc 
director of the RCA, tol.d th~ ltmg lsla11d 
Jett:ish WOrld that a new. improved vcr~ion 
might be fcJe'ased within a year. 

In f~ct, there's been no apparent progress. 
RCA president Rabbi Milt(ln Pi,lin, ?,'arnlng 
tha~ "c~rt<:1in things nee'd to be quiet until. 
~e:f·re ready to be revealed ... wnuld·nol say 
what. if a~y. cf(i.1rt-; .arc- heing made, 

When que~tioncd. Rabbi Walfish explain
ed that he.could. not guarnmcc that any of 1he 

f1\1'7~ i~9 rt7 :1.1=1?}1?~ 1'1):f :1;1 Nf!r"'? ,,j';tf rp·N?~J'.1 
:,!1~!:11 :-r,?71:'1 11;';1~· :-r~r:1 : 1i:1'~~· rl!J~~1 r11!¥ T!'Tl 
1,1:1'7~ ,~E r17 :i.1=1~1 f1,i:i~::r ~'~::r f.t~~r~ : ,r~'~7 
-,r~ 11,q~;:r ~'~;:r h~0! '? 1~ 1.T;';iT:J ::rr,t7~1 ::t1!f Hm :n~, ::t~~fir~ r1rN!~ ~,f;i '.?''-~7 ::,~~717::t~B? 

rhay weep:at divorce. the Jewlsh concept of 
marriage accepts it. 

Of course~ halakhic opinion on this issue 
is not unanimous. Inaction is safe· and easy .. 
prime .. \'.irtues in ~ny b4r~(lucracy. And 
pe(haps they don't understand that Rachel 
WOt!-ld rather try to SC~RC by oo her owh than 
be batte.red by her husband. But while now 
the rabbinate can shirk its ~spoµsibility, the 
situati~n may not last foreve~. 

The situation is rather.analogous to that of 
drunk driving in America. Decades of 
c:asua~t~es create~ a cons~ituency in·. the 
millions whose lives were .ruined by drunk 
drivers. - and the laws 'Yere changeq. I.n 
Israelr each year brings mor:e and .more 
agunot. 'This decade has seeti a burgeoning 
of grass-root ~itizen acJivist groups, in large 
part inspired bj the American empo~errii.~nt 
mov~ments of the seve1ltieS and finaoceQ by 
young l'<meri.can philanthropi~ts through the 
New Israel Fund. 

Unless action is taken to liberalize divorce 

How muf!b does a Jewish divorce ·have rO, cost? 

·peals affirmed the legality of the ketuba by 
a vote of four to three. 

Since then, a Brooklyn court has jailed a 
man for contempt of ·co~rt after he was 
ordered by a beit din and a secular .court to 
give his wife a get. Ancf this past rnomh. the 
Appellate Division of !he N.,w York State 
Supreme Court ruled that an agreement to 
tcid~ a get. !or moi:iey :i}; subject tQ court 
revie:i-v and possible invalidation.as against 
public policy. The· result may ~e that 
withholding a get to extort a ·better divorce 
settlement will no longer be possible in New 
York. 

But '.1nY. attempts to involve the state in 
sup~rting the beit din's order to gram a get 
tr~ad th~ n~rrow Jin~ of ~eJ?aration of chur<:h 
and'state~ other jurisdiction;i have rejected 
the.Avitzur decision-At some point the is.sue 
will no doubJ make its way tQ the S~pre.me 
Court. 

Back in 1984. New York State passed a 
law composed by Aguclath Israel's Commit-

~greements wou!U hold up in court or in 
Halakha. He didn't waDat to rccnnm1cnd.one. 
It was analogolls, he said. to saying th.it ~or 
smoking ,,.:ollld prcveo1 cancer. 

Again. how long wjJI thi'> go on? One 
organization. Getting E({~ita.blc rrcatmen,t 
(GETL Pas been applying communi!Y 
Pressure lo husbands who won't give a get 
to their civilly divorced· wives. GET finds. 
t~·m picketing ,a man·s ,bU!->iness, will 
".om~~imcs hcJp h_Jm rc~tize that be- wants to 
gi.vt: his·wife age,t. Rab't!i Haskel Lookstein 
recently took up GET:,. call tor synagog~1es 
to deny all honors to rCcalcilrant husbands. 

These actions arc fine as far as t~cy go. 
but th~re are real soh,irion~ out there·. 
Precede,tt~ exist.- in extrei:n~ circu1nstances 
-. for annulling marriage:,.. Perhaps by rat~ 
tJing their chains at RCA convGntious. GET 
.:ould convince the rabbinate that the ~itua
tion warrants drastic solu)ions 



~!I,~ 1[.li•'-llli-t~~~;tt,g.r t,(}J.J'~~'l.tsaiem 
'·tt · ··•········ .A.pctrtbiJ.tti o.n .. ,the Weat .... B(!!,nk? 

~.J~~~.~JW; 
tllit.ll'f'iS; re1!9fi;\19 anA!)l~rican 
lsl)i~ §ever ~r J.lli!l~ ties to 

. 11,sly, Ill\, il)lationship bet· 
l'(!ly address.ed 

~f;Jcwish an~~.··"1iligsJ. ~ev~r scftlrioiz... 
~; This !llYt11ila.perroit~ the eyasiQn 9f 
lii!r\ous que,,'1i<>,ns. ~!rding the ~imilari<i41l' 

t.~.e ... z ...... 1.· .. o· n· .. i .. st •.. · · ... h·o .. ro···.e··.· .. l·.·.· .•. ·" .. •.· .. :·ll· .. ··.•.•• .. ··.d .. • .. th.• ..•. l>.ir·-.·.· of.apartheid .... • 
194~.)s.ra~t. an,! South .Africa. 

fll\<!t)a~d.frotnlx,tb.ll\~ ~~pd Co!llmuni-lt 
power,;, have. f9rro<id µ. sign\~c~nt st111t.eJ)ic 
al!~!· ~,~ve grant,:d ~~ anf'll\5r in-

teJ'.ll~tional ~ition .and ma.intain vasi 
~omkand 111llitaryJies, In 19.80, for ex; 
ample, s,iulll ~frican f~pqrts to lsmel total.l
e\lJI !Tmil.•i\>11.amll&raelie~port., to Soulll 
Mrka rotal!.ed.$80 milllori. Concerning tbe 
J~~li!,ar:y ¥1ti_an_~e ~t_1.Ye_eJ1:in~- ,(WQ 'cou,ntries; 
Ja_w¢~ -}~(i~~--:~fites }l)~!s_book._ The Uri
@Urgl Allianc( 

So~)h .Af{ica. 'sllliU!l!.ry strategy 
h~ l>ee!l oeydpped witt, the 
help pfJ,s,aji pftjc~~. her arm
e,! forc~Me.equip~dby Israel 
~~d-i _ ~e1r;-·:~~~n_te_r~_i_n~,g~n~y 
t~ctics iuhit,-evolV:00 a-Jmos~ en
t_i!d_y_ :·_ ~->\a"'- r~~~t (J( Jesscms 
learne</ RY Jh.e. Is;aelis in thei( 
fight again.st tJje . falestine 
Li_tkntli?n,;·9fg~ll_~za_tion: 

Diirin11 :th<!.1!!f>7 .waG Jb~ ~<11/11\ Africans 
$;\Ve !hf 1$rael~. S)lb.S!'!nti3J lllHitat;' aid; 
I~l,ill ~m,l\~\\ist\;giil)l°?Jl\~~fll)l' em: ~'II" .<leclai¢1!. '.\;Y,the.tJn.i!¢·.NatiPps•in 
!%3, helpin11 Sot!th Mricll supply he.r ar.m0 

•. ~d·fo· re ..... "'.· .. ;.p· a·m. ilu. la. '.·. l.y "" .. '. in···g··.·.· .. tll.· .. ~.·.P•s ... ·.·.1.· thl .. c·, wen years,. • . . , 
That. lsr~eland S,Outh Afr/ca have ~0111e 

3~Jtes·--_is :a_:p_~~!)IJ~ -~i$t9r}0,al .ph~:t,JO.lU~?o~.: 
Th.e stre,n!lll\~~1hmd.by "Afrikaner 111clst 
t:salignalis!ll''. fr!im the 19Z{)'rthroµgh J 94~ · 
paraUell~d the grpwth. ~f. anti-Semitic. 
mov~lll~.n~, in. Western 1;,)lrope.d~ring.tbe 

·• same p<1rj(!(j: Until .l~1l, llnti-Je\>;ish 1!:l;ljsl~0 

tio.nwa~enfo;<;<:,d i,n ~o?th.Afriea , to the 
~~J~n_f _of_11·b:~_l1 9_~/~.fwish-·-i1-l3~~~_t{ltiqn_ ~ 
even after.th<!publrei1:ationot~iq.iij!JPCilies, 

:J'h~·!ll"Jor ~h·~~ \n•SoJJtll ~fi:ieµ's ·~~ 
'ti~·mward_ ~e--~~w~_ oecur¢·wl;t,~n_ ti)e.i:;m_re_ 

of. lsrael was establish!"i) J\!o lo~!\er eould 
the_ Jew __ be cons_idefed a ·wanderi_!1g P-~~-~si~; 
he-_was ~ v~li_ant:_hfro-wi_th _a _liome __ l;md, _fu~
~e:111°-re, ~oui[I ,t\fri~a ~rt~~_ved lsrael as_ 
.a __ :PJ)te_nti~Uy-~trpog_ ally- in a similar,gco~ 
poUtici¼l sjtuati_on_. 

Th_e ·1!1o_~t ba:sic_ aild _pr~fO}ind Stmil_~ui_ty 
~twe~m Isr~el a~_ Sp~_th ~frJf:,1-_·i~)l_ nat_ive· 
population $at ,•nnotbe granted poli\kal 
equality without QC-4'tically cnanti.n~ the 
domestic PQlitical status quo, In. South 
Africa, where the non°whi.te t\l white ratio 
:1S"~PP_r,oxfr;fate_Jy -~(}Uf _-1~ ·Oiif!, ·:~ranru:ig 
citizens~ip-h1 ,the p.on~~ite __ -POPUl~_tion -~o~1~ 
~m~_edia~lr d~s-~or .'White_ j;~~ve_rnme_µt. _ l~ 
!~raeJ;_--which_·has· _, :lh.irty :-~rc~nt Arab 
min?rity (incl~.ding the populations of we 
_Is~ejj ~cup_ied-ter1t_()_ries,on .th~:w~st_·b~n_k , 
orthe Jordan and in the Gaza strip), l,lran: 
tins the Arabs citizenship would allow for 
Arab f<:>n!'olp.f the lsr,aeli gov!mJ.nwnt ~ by 
peace11!1 imans. ~ befi>re 11\e ye;,r Z\JOO, 
These facfs have indu<;«l lsrae) and· South 

Africa to adopi t<;•tricjivf polic.ies: · . 
However: one . must alsq examine tJ,e 

ideologi,al consi<!erati.,ns 11,,1 ha~e ,;,iuied 
Is~el "!)d$outh Africa to sWjugate a naUve 
(or portions· of th.e native\popnlation. 'j'he 
N.ationalis\•P•rt)'i~·Soudv\frica; aftetgain·• 
ing contml oftheSq~thA!dean gove~ment 
inJ94~, instituted a legal ~ystem d~~i.!Jned 
10, preserve \he white populatipn's 
,lominance .. 1'hey adopted·th!' P<Jlicy of apar, 
theid; or. seper~te de,vel<1~m~11t, whereinthc 
variou~ S9~th :,Afr_ifan:~ace~ we~ !~- aevel?P 
anepe~te p"°p/es with Jhe white popul~, 
~-p~-~ ·r'7h>~:n.ir:':g_-·.the- gov~rtn~1:en~1t·_ cqnJr_()1.
Alt!li/ul;lh this.Iacial.dpmjnation ifil)d~dl'art 
·of tlfo_purqlr.Afri~n.e(:~ • '_Christhip rn_('.l_fltli_: 
ty,'.'. the goal of So.ull\African poli~y is co~
~id_~red the-reteotion-of South Africa's Wealth 
in·_ "'.h_jt~_-_h,_afl~s_. _____ , 

Th~_:z-,qn_ist_~;:·whose ~1o~em·e~_r be¥~1fi~ 
W ~.st~rr,t ,~ur~~-,t_:-the e_nd -~! .the .ni~ete.e_n_tfi 
c~ntury, •fe)f 11\at the <mly m.etliod of ~aving 
the.Je)Yishpeople>from eventual.d~St!)Jcti9n 
w_~s J~~ re~uildin·g. of:~',Jewish_ st_ah~·-i_n ,th~ 
la:ntl_ -l:1i~t _- wa:s once, -th~ :.sov~~eig~ Je~-ish 
country-'~- -P:alest_ine,_ .fe_wis_h ·settletnent_jn.· 
.Pa"lest:inC b_ega_n in_.ID,e."_1_80lf~_;- culm_in~iting 
with ,the fou11<ling of tJwstale of.lsr:•el in 
l94Fl'l1eA,abwpild responded tolllis.''in
trusion·· t,y a!13cking on all fronts; Since 
)948; lsrae1has fought (or h.ersu.rvival in 
four b!o()(]y wars. Although today the Arab 
wor.ld wnveni~ntly blamcs:the Mid.die East 
cri_sis _on. Isi:aeps_ ·' '_occ~~ati_(}~_,.ot ,Arab_- ~r~ 
r-itories, •• it. is histo_r.ical fact -th.at_ the Arab 
World seeks_ ih-_Fu~- a!f"of 7;;.fost_lqi·_·°:~<le"r .it~ 
<;on,troLA! ihe A<ab. ~9rld i~. by i)S m':n ad, 
~fa_sion~_-a _morta~ ~n~t11Y of_I_srae_lt_ Js~el .has 
bee.n. fQrced tc, cpntml the Arab population 
wi_thin -her ·o!-7.r:i_- ~rrit9IY-; 

Critics-g_f Zi9J:ti~Ol a~d: apa,;theid ·ar~._cor
rect when t9~y point out th~t bothlsr~el and 
89u~h :~ffi~-~ -fe.~J_--_a_.n~.s~ss_ity for _a certain 
etb9ic _:exdµsiy_ity -wi_t~in_ ·tneir _. te'-1"]~0:-i~s., 
fto:1-1.eve_r_~ -_tbere_..is :a· rrofo_tln~ -_4iffere_nce _bet~ 
~ten I_s_rueli_ and _S_9_tith_ Afr.ica~_.ideol()gy __ -"-.
a.difference that.anti-Jewish·and.anti-:South 
Afrkai1.~flm1:1eri~tors _('.horise _il()t _to ni)tic~. 

At the core of Zionlsm is the belief that 
JeW_i~h" s,.irvival · ·iS -~tht'eaieri~ · -~Ot· ~fiiY, 
c11lturWy ap<) religiously, but physiq1]1y .. As 
aiesuJt~. ~srael -~aJe,s __ ~-0 aP?lo~ii;s--for h_er 
¥~ire_:t_o remcj.ip a; J~w~sh s~~e'. ·She_has-rio· 
-~ttemat.i_vt;_. __ if. she_-is_.10_ ac~te_ve_ the sirup}e. 
-Z!onist ·goa~ .of-s~Jf:pr~se_rv~_t_ion. 

D~· __ the_ oUI~r--.~~nd,: Jh~ whit: cOinm~m_i.tY 
Qf ·:S()_qt}1 _Africa i_s._ not_ th~,eatene_~ -wl_J.h 
,e~.o~ide. Jf n{}11-\Vhi~s ~r~. g_ranted poHti~~l 
equality in South Africa Ille. present white 
govemJllent·wpldd. certaiq1y ~fase_ to ex~st,_ 
but_ the_ white SquJ9 -Africans_;cO:UlP either 
p_e~_ev~re- µnder ;a _- p.redorl}in_ilntly __ bl_ad~ 
govemrnen_tor_ mov_e to.other_Western coun
·tri_es. Thus the_ subj_~cti"ye _moral_ bases .. J().r 
So.JJt-h -Afrk<1.n.-.apd. Is.r~eli: _.Policie~- _dlf~er 
rad_icaUy. Isra.ehcan justify_ he~ -treatment of 
the. Ara:t>11fJpulation as an act ofsclf .,Jefense, 
wherea.S:-Soq(h_ Afric_a .cannot--d.o.-:t_he. same 
n;~arding apartheid. 

.CfitiCs of:ls_niel all_d ~Outh _Afri~~ point t{', 
sin:,ilar cl~s~r-~mi-~ato_ry -~Jicies-.. ~hat ·-botfl_ 
co·untrjes practice,~ __ L_et_ ~s- put,_a few of_these 
s.iQ1il~rjties_:it1t() pe~pec_tjve. 

TheM~[si,n Area Committef on Southern. 
Africa:.s publication, <·Js~j .and Sow~em 
Afri.;a;' del!n\"'te.s several policy like~ses 
~to/een tlu, two wuntries, The paml)h)et 
emp.filciizes .tlwf's~nd cl~ss .,;itizensbip 
s1;t1Us'.' of th¢, native p(ll)\llati\lll$ in Jsrai,l ll!l<j 
South Africa, a.n\ltlie "l!lols of flll'[l'SSt\m'' 

.that 001)1 cQuntri¢s employ, 
_con_G~tfl,i~g"_.--:·~etond_·: cl~_ss -- ciJiz,ef! __ S~iJ>, 

ls.rael,JikeS<lUII\ bfrka,.does h~l gr,u1t.ti/ll 
equ<llityto part of her l!~tive pop~lalioo, hut 
11\ls ''sicond classcitiZ<lnshJp''.is .iaf ®t'She[; 
ta,r more di~r.iminat9ry.i0Soutl:t.Africa t~an 
in Israel}Jn South Afric~, non,wl!ites can,. 
O?t V-0\_i·: in :.31:'Y_.; p~tippa:1 ... fl~-~!i?"i-':-rPr ()~0-
propert)' in white area~'. are fo!ced t9 live in 
tl>e governI11ent-est•l1.lished ''hrnnelands,.':'. 
• ..., se~erely rcstrkted.fromeroploy!llent ~nd 
are .not wanti;d any se,nb).~nc~.of tlle educa· 
,ti?n-th~t whJ_~s n;ceive.-. Ji:a-.~µi_el,-pmp~r _ _(i._~;_ 

'"-~·· __ in,,J.1~-i_11_-o.-th_E"i0C'crloif'f~. territ_or[~s_),_.A_rab 
~;~~id;;;-_~r;_ :fun J_sr~elt-.c~ti_2':~s -_i-ith_. the 
_s:a_ine·, rig~ts·.-~nd ~r_iv_H;ges. o! Je_w!_sh _citizens
T_he /\Jab.s, ---w~_o_ ._liv.~ _ _jn_: th~-- °'cc.upi~ -_ter
r_it_()_!je_s:: __ a,re·_ -n_~-t :~_iti:e~s. of Is_raeh __ l;ut .:t~e 
_Is:ra_~H _gQvcmment ha_s _ 1!1?:d(! ·e_very-at_te111.pt 
.to treat this. wpu1ation o/ell, These Al'llbf are 
ajuc;aJed_:in __ fara~.li_ schools- an~_- suppo_-r.~ed by·-, 
Bitua,ch J;eumi,. thels;•fliwelfare system. 
J;:~en lll.el.J"'i~d 1'1atiqns has recognized .lllat 
t~e_Arabg:,sta_ndard of-Jiving,has rjsen,_1.mdrr 
Israeli_ ·QCcupaiion_, 

Co0Cernirig _. \_toOIS·of repressfon.,.'_·'· iiga_in, 
_thC~c -~_licies· are ~~,_re _in ev.iden_c.e _i_n-_.south 
Africa than in Israe); Jn Soull\. Afrka, 
mempers of t(le nativ~ population are ~etains 
ed or iroprisone(/ re~ular\y for v/olatlng 
apar_t-he_id;.i_nSpi-red -l<\WA:· C_uff_ewtf, 
_ball_ishm~n_~.a_nd ~fport,1_tio~s are imp?sef~o 
enforce ~partheid a, weJL The. Madisqn ~rea 
~ommittee clai_rns-~hat Israel uses:th~ same 
meth"!)s solely t<;>r the purpose of oppress
ing the -~_rab popu_lat-_ion_. -The __ C._1.mun_i_ttee 
chQO:SC§ _ to _ _is~o~e _ _-the_ Je~r{Jri$t_p_fobJei:ri that 
lstac.1 -con_st~~tly ___ f~_ces;·Jri---:the :_Pa~t-. ~hirty 
y~.r.s~ n1any _ hun_dreds-:_{).f _inn9_<;ent·_lsi:ael_i_s 
have_pe_t;IJ murq_e_red b}' A~b'terr~dst5-_ _. The 
aforemen~joQ_eC:)- -_ pen_a:l -mea_s_ures -_are 
empk1yed onl~ in isol~ted ~ases, almost 311 
of w_pi~~·-confr_ontcd the ~hrie~t of terr(}r_ism_; 

One_fil).al'_lic c_utre~tty·JJ~n>_(!tr.{tedby _an!_i
Jew:isi._ auth?rs: b .toe:C()tflpar_i~On between- t_hi! 
mass_::t_c_r~ at_ De_i_r Y as_si_n ;'l~rael in_ 1_948_ ~n4 
the Sharpevm~. Squth Afrka shootings in 
19_6<,). T.~ere-_i5:-no·_basi~ for_col!!pa_ris()rt bet".' 
w~_en.: .th_ese ___ two ~ve_uts., ln-:·1.9(;()~. Sduth· 
;\_fri9an_ Q?vernment troo.J'.)s opc_n __ ~.d fire·_~f!d. 
murdered.67 black demonstrators: The Deir. 
Ya_ss·in massi;l..cre: wits. c{)mt11itted·bY- _t_~e-Irgun, 
a_nd ~tern 9;,mg, two s!nall! _,niHtpnt Je\Vi~_h 
factions tha_t-ex.igte_d._priot:-· ~1-·Is-_ra:1~s in~ 
dependence. About Deir Yassin, Larry Col
lins ancr Domin_ique. L~ P_ie[te.- Wi:i_te jp :0 
Jerusalem!: 

Jheif ~~_ti_on$-_wefe_ depior¢ ·<lntl 
.condemned by the v_~st_ majori-:
JY of PaleStin~'$ Jewfati-_ cQm-_ 
mµqify · as '_repr¢_~mlng- -an 
oµtra·ge·oh Jewish _.and" zjooist 
ideals. 

The go:v_e~mcntOt:South ~ff"i~.--is_·resp?_ri
~ible .for.· ind.eed peipetrated,. t.~c atrocjty of 
S_harpevitJe,:_ lsra~.l~s_·g_ovem_m~nt_-.h~d_-no i11·' 

Y(Jlv_emeni_ in, did n_ot evl./n e_x.ist·at th¢ time 
of ·Defr·Y'.assin.. 

~inally, Jsraef apd South Africa ar, not 
'Illies be\:ause 1Jfa~ idoological similariti;,,,, 
History has taug~tthat countri<:S do not baye 
-~ri_end_s1 c0:~~tries b.ay~ itit~rests, T_~_is-great 
truth enables the United States to trade with 
her en~mi~; it_ is tb_e.·bas·i~ for m(J,st ~nte_ma-: 
tiona1,-re1?,~0flS. ~,qth_ Af:rica_a_n'd: Isr~el _are 
natural.·ai.l~·J?ecauseboth. are.alienated.·from 
ilie_xest of the. v.:o{id;.face so_,m,~ ~pnunon 
s_i_tua!ions: arid· _tr,tv~ -~ny_ ~_PfllITl01-} interests. 

. Tllis is the baslsfor the ~.uih African C 

i.fl!Oti .•IHa~ce, ~n alliance that "'m remain 
>clf1Jll& .until ope.or!xitlt ~m:t,er,s experie~ce 
radical g"°,P\Jliticl!I cluinJJe. 



0'9'>roior wn~nlii; ~l~i"!S .~t '.'lliiVatical\. 
too'. ~.rs no ill :,viii to~!"(l lsl'll~I: '' 

;,\~or~l\i~!!Y ~ted,tlie. m~tijlgllet~~n 
O!r<ii/lat O'.Co~l\QfJIJl!iJe:wlsl):l~el1l .:W~S 
Cilll\l<l:h\ Q~ertQ~J :W!l!i./hiS ex&Cl£01!c 
th:lve!:'r: lnte,stingly. lh.e issne uf.fewish 
SQ\'~~nty j)Vel' 11tiJimd•QflSl'l1eJ p)i!y~ a •. 
role.at !11e j~\>ns '.Fprto~ 4~PIJl!lli<m: iO: 
141.3:cl4'. ~J®illli>.; tb~.<=Mstian 11J)Ostall); 

.wh<!Se gol!l it :WllS. to prov.e:.tb!tt tile ~esstah 
had ~1ne, gaY~asone ofljis.p!'.QO!s, th~ 
fol.l<1:win1r ''111\4 wtb!ttl~co116.r.ro: ibis. 
trn!li ~ toy0;u,,,l .~li~~YO.U ""lll)nly 

· · · ·• 11!! tJiatt~e 
~ss:111.eJand 

~\~~~~:~~/·• 
th~gi~~~l!~: '.!]h~~ 
~~~ti>lli~vi\)Jent~t)\!n.5'!ows 
llil\flh.eirtacti°'!liiJ natsqcc~!l ii\ altlli11i/lg 

. ~!.rp~l')!~})l\l..¥'~t.a~~ ~u/.~. 
did •lav,, mo!'i. l!lil~·lllS~ ~~i. ~¢ 
<li&tln~li11ns·.·J;ei:we.en. fJi\,istiani~ .and 

· 111dll,ism.W~~~c1¢aflll\41hef!>1iAA!!C,;.,r 
sinc;e ~'l!l!Y<J~U'\ll\abou.111!~ DJagnil\lili> • 
of">ur ~in., ~ ~cl:I; atic11f(\S~ ~improving,• 
)~sJj~bristian,m!illil!IIS~~~prod!!~'.9f 
wl:1/lt ~81!. as !' :lle.i,.~? h~I a dil!\l!gll~i · 

· Alth<!Ui!' tJ,e:IPne i,f 111,~ d!SC!/s$ipns ,jlils 
cb.ange!l; the un~edYill8. tl(~loj!iciil. c!if
fe~~-fitst:fo:nli.ulated 31 medievaldisputa: 
'~o~~.~~i~ lll.~f1· , ,\. i: . ,~,j \ , 

in !his light,.well)ust e~i11e. what poi./• 
ti(!QI~ws should ta~e in term,i Qf diaJogue 
with .the. Cbu~lt-.1'o .sit ba<;\I, 1!1!1illta.i11ing' 

. ~natti!U4e llillt,ioiblngcan .~e, ~to~ 
h<11hl>lind,anq nah>e..<W\latever p<>sit~'(ed- ·. 
fel\ts:. )lave d¢vel!>~ t11us! ·be ,\ttn1>u~ IP . 
the eff<>.!!S ot illdividuals who•have·lriC!I tn · ,'' ' ,, ' ' ', ,,, i ',,,,, ' ·, 

\iirtij 
.W'! ..... ··.·. . . . In~dlli' 
tiol!;iJlel))ogical ~nciJiatoll by nature, im· 
plie~;SOll)Oc;\)IDpr0lll\se onst)),: part of each 
s1<1e: we. are nQt. looking w return. 
Ca1lli:i/itjsm tn thefolcl; 110d. th~ Chur~ll,on: 
. Ir, :wants:lews<o(lits le~·• ~ll,v<, are aoik· 
ing for itlol~rationofoorl'la)' ofli~, in !he 
hope t1uir alf ri:liJ!j~ns ~~~lgJi freely v,it)l 
IQ~l\llll ajp~t f\S~i<>!l(l•!"l\ll!t¢~. . . . . 

Rai,bi Benjamin,'\\'alfi~JJ;Executi¥eVice. 
Pre~ideil.\Of. the Rabl!lnical ~01111cit of 
l\l!leri~a,Sl!~is/more Jloii:ucal ,~r~¢.h 
ti:! '1ewishcCal¥liediiilogu~£ ,i\\'ebave 10 ·11e 

, 1!10ie l!llll~tic with 1/t~ C:.lil!.~li and ~aliz~ 
,t))at~have: 1hepl9gicaland relig\Qus CIJn• 
~idera1io~s which su)l!'fCe<III: their "altion

. sbiJ\.with:d1~ iewlsb COnlllll!l!ity 11nd ~riiel.,,. 
I111J>t.lcit.in this s111i<lmentktlie ~ognim>tt 
that0cljuri:h09oi:tri11e doe:; nni en~; y~. 
tb.i$ iljltse!f ~s not rule Q!ll the ~~sibllifY 
otmeaningful dialogue, I s~t t)iat by 
· • cQl!t. onp.·N 
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~ frorµllti;f~bjva\wt.e>f.~lefll EUl'QP<l 
a11(J;iher,:cent<!eatlls.of11Jany' ped!JfeilJlllio.r 
fo,j;e.us; iii an ail.empt to re<1.reate !heir li~es. 
,to~,o}ice' :agaif11 :diSOOver·ttie' arct!'iteclu~ Of 
l~<,~lil )u;~, dte ,.,fe~J~Ot, of &$~fn, 
i;~rol!"· 

. tJne•way 4f~~;~ri~dlis. glofiousage 
ofSi/lf<>ii\j,i~\iiiftii al!i!~llli;t <ll(~lves with . 

'<if i.arnirig ifull,ll\efou1KU1tion of lhe yeshiva 
!if SJolioqi9< .~!!! tje t1s ""'"'ori!Y 1,frecent 
jea<j.ers,, •but alsi, tO :lije·Ya,iQUS trends .that 
cuilide,J IOJlel)l// I~ resoJYe: 9f: ,o,mlline ilie 
vi,ews of tlie ~l,with llf6/l<i:<>f0rthQilo~· 
Je~ry. 

"wide 
el\fllnd· 

ofdfiussai'to in,ii,clintq lliey<,shjva. Conse0 

q;;.;;,\ly;,.</iff<iient m/lSS(lT:0 personalities 
dev~1<\p;,<l v.arlO<i""!'Pn!aches .. 

f ~aia~ ~"~{ FinkeL~t~tnptecl in his 
teacllings and> i.n) ,.the 11.1\ilo§Ophf of the 
Y~jYa ofS!ol{llljl<a Iii 11chieve more'1han 
rm,~; as'!ii;hinlself !i,M/:'fhe maskillm 
~"i)gt,1;.l)~ityl.riust~.given light. 

em:ic.s, miislp~rj)Qted·in,l! moralimperativ.e 
toJulfilllb<isete~hing§; andfor R. Finkel; 
an,in~ ~tudy ofTorah ;,¢companied by 
leS$<>nS in mora,(iir wouli! caialyze the 
process. 

R', Nath\Ul ;lyfl,jnl(el~. son of R. Moses 
Ftril<el, 'Jas.:bom In Rossein; Lithuania i.n !849: .. . . . 
1fai• 

• stuilrnt led Ji.. i~tie:~ .Gutn;~i>. thde~4ing 
rat,!,iiil\, ,figu.fl'. •in .K$!1iri, Jp offer him his 
iiailghtei: in marriit~. lt was}n.!\elm, that 
msethwa! pos~~im \<Haire shape under 
ill~ iwid!'!'ce;of oR;Simc!i~~is~I h. Yisrael 

· flro!®Alle ''Siil>a ofJ<;elin:; R. Zissel was 
· inll~~!;if.~. ¥Jl;r...el SalM/e' ;,n<lhis own 

edw;atio,ial. !!'-ill!' wen,. molded by the 
.·~ tMv~t; • Altl),.,uih Joey .worked 
.clQS!>ly tg,!!&her:( R, fjnflel'~.phi\Qsop,hy '?f 
~uca!i:on was developin~ .independently. 
Zalman f. Ory wrote of R .• Finkel's ap· 
plJOllCh to mufS{lJ' in The ¥US!!ar Movement; 

'.!'here.is l)lJJie than fUt)\lgh ~ur: 
ferin_g >Jhese day,;; argued R. 
F)rikel: · and jf. y.o~ const1ntly 
s,i:ess,, ,tJla,n~~ )foit~n~ss ~J}d 
belplessriess you ;nay !'OlllJ?ltJte,
ly crush his spirit. Instead; bjs 
argumen~.W~~t, ~t U$:te$;~ ~ 
that. he is •.. great bei°'g with 
unlimited potential for spiritual 
deveiopinenl. 

R Finkel serv.eias assistant to R. Zissel 
in the runriirig Qt Beit haTa!mud and .tlie 
Yeshiva of Clrobin for a number of years but 
left Kelm in !876 to sta;t his ow11 yeshiva. 
His.deslination was'Slobo<lka, his go;µ, to 
build a reshiva of ~tu.deni,; who.constootly 
aspired to greater lteiJllilS in.boih Torah study 
am! r~igious de:velt)priieJ\t .• It ma)? seem 
superfluous to state.~! stpdy~ust b<; inter~ 
wqven witp charaq,er Aeveh?pment. 
However, a lookat,theseshivot in Easl;\,rn 
Europ,;. in,tbe latter h;ilfofthe eighteenth 
cemu,y revealed a tr.emend<?US dic,l\i,!Qmy. 
On <me side !VOS a yeshiva student. engaged 
in the mental gymnastics of pi/pui, while on 
the ptlter side of:lhe.lieit midtash sat a siq
dent, With .his hea<! d~Wll, resting Qfl ~ clos
ed book. pondering his inagequ,,c~s; .Ace<:>r· 
ding to R. Finkel, the former methQd oifear
ning._ ciitical analysis, was a prerequsite for 
the creatinti of a ta/mid chakha,n; the la11er 

wasnoi. HeoJ'ten~aid, "A soliderwhod.!>Cs 
, O?t aspir~ tO be 'a gerterill is, J)Ot even ;t 

solider." 

ln.1877. the first yeshiva in Slobodka was 
eslllblished. Ten !Illlrried stu.denis learned 
under lhe close supervision of R. Finkel and 
R. f!liezer Jacob and part of.lheir curriculum 
sonslsted of inussµr.studief Ral;,bi Naf!ali 
Ams:teidam. pne of these students descr!b-' 
e.d his impressions of the. Kolle!: 

The. outstandi~g ascetic Torah 
scholars made•theKollel a tree 
of life ·aM a precious comer. 
From there, they ar~ destined 10 
come o~,t, a~ ,outs>tandii:ig,: 
teachers · to serve the lewisb 
j,,eQpte and to set a model for 
high. achievement in Torah 
study arid GQ<I fearing. 

His iiµpressions were challenged by _,liezer 
E. FriedJmtn, anotl!.er student who found too 
~uch emphasis on .ethical teachings distrac
ting to Torah ,study and raHjed other st;uli,nt.s 
and personalities ill Sktlio\lka to !ljs\side. 
Eventtu.dl)', the axis of. the controversy, to 
tea.I'll. 11!141'""'' or not 1Q teach·mussai-, was the 
sQUrce of)Qo much t11!!5ion a.nd the Kolle! bl\d 
to .be di.ss<:>lve<lz ''The Kolle! of S16),odka is 
not flilfilling me purpose for which.it was 

establ.ished fiy its .. benefactor." 

R. l'inkel,lheo assumed a 'm1mbe, of posi
tions,· indµdiOJl t}lat of reHgiqus ad~jsor for 
i' ~hiyat .0r.tb Hayyim, ,in elemental)' school. 
l'ro.m . Jhe.\e he channeled 
.iti.tdenis ready for inten~; a\l,vaoced study to 
th~.Slobodk@ Yeshiva. which .h" foundediin 
1sli2. Thjsyes:w,a ~ouia .. !Jlold s.tudents in 
sl<ills iifanalytical thinking. 'fh~sesl,ills were 
hon'l(l by tho~e wlto c"{ried on R, Fi~el's 
methods .. II Wllf. sai~ of, th.e s.ec\>nd Rosh 
Yeshiva, R: Jsaac. Rabinowitz, !hat ·"He. 
~fa~uuri.;:;4,~zs;ifat}c; hai::sp!ir.~~S ~rgi!!!l~~ts 
i~ lhestudy of Talmud; and emphasized think
!"~ and'un~ers~ngif!g ,rather ,~ha~ ~emoriza
tton.:;,Tµfs, c~1:9b,it1:ationpfeQ1o~io~@~ an~ in-
1ellectu.alTalmi!dTorah "'.as so ap11Calingand 
successfill that when the yeshiva of \t olozhin 
closed dow~ in 1902 •many of lhe students 
Joui:;ieyed 10 Sloboqka. 

Throujlh exploring .the hashkafa and 
pedagogical meJhoos· ofR. Einkel, we can 
develop.an excellent picture of the energy and 
c~iacter Cf,~,i~ ~~shiva. He \\'.as intim~tely in
vol".«f"".jth ~is,stud~~ts, arid hjs co~versations 
With them would.examine,issueS qf'character 
and background whic.h he .helievW a necessary 
factQr ,in: asSessing,Q student's tearn~ng. 

Lester EC"man wrote fo' The History of the 
M~a'r 'MovemefU (from Ulterviews with Rab
bi Leisfu, the, ,JatC rr.ashgiac_h Of YeS~iva 

, Univer~ity); 

Ra,bbi Firi~el iebukeg .his 
stµdents for seerµingly s,nall ,of; 
feflseS in $ood manner~ and ~p
peara,~Ce. · J:{¢ w:as conv,i!lced 

,·that fP?Jo:r v~en_seS were,, the 
\ results <:,fll ·sc~s of ~maJl'o'nes',, 

3nd· that ,thereJqre, it, was: a 
",muS(n to over:c,oine !~s}gnifi
·cant .fail•ings before they 
developed into b\,havior pat
te':"s. For ~x~u,~pl~. ill sti:essing 
the importance of proper care of 
one's clothes. he use<! IQ say;")\ 
wr!nklW or shaµeJe"sS hat iS in
dicatiVe of a d~organized i:nind ... 

R. Finkel' felt that since man' is created in 
the image of God, he must fuel obliged 10 live 
up to that image. That image manifests itself 
in the way one's,ctem~anoran~one's opinion 
of se!f. A t~bnid c~m doe~ not wear a 
shapeless hat nor does he have sli:JP<ll= ideas. 
''He (R. Finkel) taught the majesty of man. 
~all is ,great., rna,i js good, hilt mau m,ust 
~ever cetlse strivi~,g ev~n high,er toW.ird~ the 
belier, the more beaulil\11. Life is a ladder on 
Which one descends 'of asetnds bui one, never 
slai:ids in one p{ace. H ' 

His philosophy was all-pervading; it meant 
that lhe yeshiva was in one's heart and mind 
always: •he dd/cou]d. always be learned .bet
ter: One.·s philosophy .and actio~s could 
always· be scrutinized more intently, Ye! the 
goal was fulfillment 9f imitaliodei through lhe 
ri,alization of n,an:s ;lllajesty. This.was tlie 
tre!/l<mdous challenge of life at.Slobo\lka .

. to direct Qne's in,tellect into~n intensejlerfor
mance of !JUtl;Vot, As was said of li{e al 
Sloood~•.• "The bridge between. Kovno and 
.S!obod!,:a was. built to go to Kovno and 
Slobodka but not back:" 



Luther and th~•.· Jews 
things-.: we Christians-·. silllply 
$hall· nnt bear from you, they 
t_hem.seJvcs "h_aye robbe~ _me,' of 
~u -~c innuenceJ ml_ght _()the_r-_ 
wise-1]ave_ b_ee:?·~b,l~ tp,_e,c.~~cise_ 
~fgrf! __ pr_inces _and lonis-~n·,your 
behalf. 

F<ir my opinion was, and.still 
is, ~hat one sho~ld tr.eat t),e .Jew 
in a kin!lly 111anner, tiiat God 
mat perhaps look graciously 
u_~o~: thG~~. and bring: lhem to 
their Messiah · '- bu.t not that 
i~rough my goodwill arul in
nue~te they might . be 
s_tre:n_g_thene4 ,i,n t_hci,r-err~r 'and 
become:;. still mbre bothersome·. 
l propose ,to. wri(e a• pamphlet 
ah.:mr. this . . . 

In ,t~'is 'l~ttcf·.Lu_t~er him!{elf descd,bes .tbe 
re~so_r1:s. for_ hl5: cha:n_ge :.of he~r:t;. ·One ,c;ould 
da.Ull .~at .in a letter t? a J_ewish leader Lµther 
would b.e le~s Jhanforthright abo.ut his.anti
Jef i5h attitudes, l)qt the very fact that Luther 
ma_in~ained, a_' Ylar_m _.corre~pond_ence· _with a 
Jewish leaderas late as 1537 is in itself 
revealing .. Th.e foture. pamphlet to which 
Lu_t_her refo~s _i.s_ 111ost pr;o.~_ably •• A:gajns_t. the 
~abba:~rians_, '·' ... : :· w_hic\1: was .. printed . fou,r 
months after th.e dat, of.I.he letter ancl soundly 
de_r1°-~nce_s:~~wi_~h_ practi~~s-.a~d· _Jewish .. i_n
fluenct;:. ~n: Chrl_~tia_nity; _Ho\\fev.e_r,_. _con-: 
spic'~o_u_sly_:~i.~s-ing_~~r ·' 'Aga_inst _!he __ Sab .. 
'bauipa_ns~_+_.iif~e ~atred whic~-s~_pe.J1l1e.ates 
''On the Jew~." .The tone of the former r•m
phlet, likeihat of the letter, could be bette.r 
described. as di,appainted than spiteful, 

Ifthe l~tter is to be take~ at .face value, we 
n.o\\f h_a_v_e. t_hree :~is_t_i~ct,im,ages _. of Luther~ 

;a~.°- we~u~~_jq_dge w_h~ch_of our p_~evi_o.u~ ~x
pl~ati,O~$:·,~.an acc_ount-. for_ .qle_ .-int~nnediate. 
stage in J,uther's. development. The l.uther 
pf 1537 still believes .that t9leranoe is the best 

met~OO to teac~·n_on.:bcJievefsi eyen:_stllbbotn, 
·one~. l~is ·prpv~~Jhat Luth_~(s ·rolcr~c.e ·":as ·, 
n,r1.a phase ~Qnfin~ to .the early !~W's. But 
by}"53_7'Lµµie_r was ."1,t?H~wa~~ that,a move
rne11t_~f..01ass J.ewi~h. c_ony~rsioi:i t? .~hris
t.i.ai;i_ity_. wis._ tlt?t. tq. :b~-~-. as he. {"uke~rc,lear in 
"Against the. Sabbata.rialls, '' 

Itjs·:~CJW: _ev~.~nt that .Jewi~.h influ_enc_f ~n 
(:htjstiari.ty causedf.,uther's chang~. but,.Qne 
f!l~Y as~ why t,utti.er'.s disappaintlllentevoiv~ 
ef! intoyeh~nJent hatred. Obeflllan'stheory 
leaye~_.nt• :.r,o.om fo! th~: inte~edi.ate _L,u_ther. 
If. Jewish. P!'Il~trati?~)nto the reforme,d. 
ch~,ch · .. signalled ·. the advent of the 
apocalypse, why'di~ Luther not.respond im
mcdiatc_Jy?·.qf C?\.l(Se_,:_O,~f cqu_ld_:argue that 
it t~o_k S()(l1Cit4ne·_before:ei.thcr,-_1hi_~.'d()qtriJ1.~ 
or its ~l~, impli_caJions c,ystal~jled in,Luther'.s 
:n.inrl_·, _R11~ .. ~-M~::~rr.ins_ Oberma~.'~:·exp!a.n?tion 
of it.5-_ mOsfappeali~_g_,featureT, Luthe.r',s at
titl!des-:\\'.ere, c,qn:si'sf.e_nt wit,h _his. theolog_y. 

In light· of:the_ ·letter, Bain~on '·s -.theory -
.l~at J;,-ith'er ."was ._depiessed .perhaps to ,-the_ 
.point-?f irratiqn3:l_~_ty -·~_COffii,!_S tn~re atl(".i~-

tiy~. ·The ex:isteoc.e-of a rational-in~rnledia_te 
sta_ge i_n:f,,uthef.s,,.thou~ht m~an_s _that_ his.:ir
rationality.transfonned him only from disap
pointed'. ratherth~n from tolerant, to spiteful. 
'Also;~n··irf~tiQnal- _Luthe_r rnigltt ha_ve:per., 
mitted_ap_-in_~on~_istency._ :~etwe.e.:n his ·sJated: 
pmp.ose_for _wridng-_,~',On th_~ ~ew_s·· and the, 
pamp~l-~t:'s c.ont~n~ .. Luther·_.cl~iros· to _b_e 
writiQg tc,_·_preV.~_llt Jewis_h'.i~fluence 011 Chris
tians, bu,t after the first paragra~h, the sub: 
jecl:· goes entir,.ely, unmentioned.'. I_n the- rest 
of th~ _P~_l'.OPhlef,:: i:,uthef' s. hvo · maj?f _ccnlf· 
plaints. ag.~insr the }ews. are blasphemy and 
usury (with a bit ofmurder,ousne,s added .for 
~9?'1 measu~), ba,t only \n the first 
J~aj;Jtg~t~,:~~-s_: oµ~_. .~t:.t~c~. _t_~~tJ .. ~tber ~.as 
trol1Dl~4:_ Oy JrwiSh'··:tnt1_uence·:· 

_Another p_9·s_sibJe:e~pl~11a6<?11Js ·t1i_at_.th¢i:e 
w~S no.realslt~J1ge in.Luther1~. th9ught bet-

ween l537and 1543. Rather, L,uU,erchang: 
cd his politicaUaetics• Troubled.by Jewish 
int1uencc, he hope\l.thatby withdmw/ng his 
suppoi;t iTotn_ -~he._Je_w~sh_;c.ags(!, }he··Jew_s 
would be compelled to men<) tl)ei.r w.ay,. 
When th.is tactic failed,. Luther decided.that 
st_rop.ger·measure$ _were_ in ·qraer:_· tJ_e.wr_o_te 
a pamphlet that reinforced the prevalent anti
Jewi&_h . __ prejuc.lices ·_tq_· ~parate J.e~s frOll) 

Christians socially or, pre(~rably, terriiorial
lyt- al!~ e~d. tl}e ~o~tami.?~tioo _of (!hri_~ti_ani~ 
ty: ,If_t_his.scena_rio is _a~curate.,_we ~an:11?.W 
cxplain.L~tbpr's r~l.u.cta11ce to ';"flt~ ''On-:thc· 
Jews" ('Thad r~sol~ed not \ff Write anything 
more ... "). "0n the Jews,,, th~n •. could 
be :vicw.e_d.as:.a-:poli_ticaJ_.r~·se;· ~~sig)1C.QJO_i.n..: 
ci~. hatred r_at.ti.er_ t_han exgr~i,s 1t._:Of1;our,s.~.1 

t?. 'Jlt_esti~~Jhe:~inc'l!rity.of the v,rriter."of_:a 
historical. docuiri~nt is·at:be_s.t speCulativ~,--b~t. 
no more .so than_ to __ que5tion_ his-.. ratio_nality. 

Mar~in _Lu_rher~5: _role: if1Jh~.develo_p_men5 
of anti~_Semi_tjsm· is.c~nse~~ativ~ ·r~ther ,than 
crea~~ve-. _He:did, not fonl>va,i~; ·he .rec:o~ded 
the _..su~_rstitipQs_ .and .. J>rejµdices. of h.is 'time 
powerfully nnd persuasively. Luther was .not 
~ rac!sL B~t: {n the ·':"'ords ._oJl-f.eik.() Ober
man, "Strictly speaking, 'nnti-Semi.tism'. di.d 
not exist :prior to thC race .th:eocy .of the nirili
te~ritb: · .c~n.u.u:y: .· Neverth.e·J~ss,. :there _are 
ev~ms·, attitudes,. .or statement,s· which long 
~-fr~_re _the __ fise· of the c·o_ncept .com,e very clos~ 
tg·the r~ality of an.ti--Sernitis.m. .. ·.~ Th!! views 
which :L_11ther _exp_resses:in- :'.'.O_n.the'· Je~~-., 
fall into .this category, While it .seemsfaap
propri.ate. to_'na,me :Luther_.as-Hitler~s ~pi._r,itual. 
·~n_res~o.r, . i_t woulµ be· e_q~~y _mi;s_Ie_ading :_to. 
Qe~y.."any ·c°-11µec~ion __ b~twee_n . .th~. two._ -~he 
Nazi. p~rti. drew-:UpPO :s_ome_ ·,_of. L11th_er'.:s 
)Vorks. f?r !heir prop,iganda tQ l~gitjmi!,, their 
~~ti•Semi\is!\1 ... lf,l;4th~r·~ i~t;\nded .·:on $e 
Jew~ ani!TheirLia"'1o'incile"p</ptila~hatred 
for P'?litical purpo&es, then he.could be cqn
,;ideref! o~e, Clf Hitler's politic.at ancestorsc, 

redj.scQvcr his fodah;m and wm1Jd ont have. 
been :\hc·tc wjtl10ut,_C()u_nterpoinL Pitb;n kids 
Qe'cide ·tp g·o· f(f lsfai;l for a .stJ_m.mCr be-(a·u~c 
t-hiy:Were ,rriov·ed by our p,rogr;1:t0 n1i t'sracl. 
It happens, 

_Ov~I' _in'(erSQ';u;io,1' J. wcni_t~>· l~ra~!. It w.as 
A,u~tr'1:H_a·s Sijf(,J~Cr and_ il· ~as-· more th.ti) 

; coincidentalth~t the fi~tpeople l met when 
t.:arrivect·.Were a t,_u?ch.of Aus1rali~11 girls 
froi:n:p1.1-r.:t_hird ~~_rrlinar, goi~g_tp. The ·Plaza 
for·milksha_kes.,. 'f'.he: girls were on l)Jpan~ a. 
t,_r()gq1m _i;urr 1'Y:Mourtt S~'._opu_s·_ l:J.ig~ .SrhooJ 
for. tenth· gr~ders. lly chanrc.o fifty of our 
Cn!Jht¢)JJQJ"-t·_.kid:( w~re· _jtayin'g. ·m?oss:· \he 
i,tree_t' fro_m ·:my-- h_<,>tcl:_in ·.a, hostel,; ~~d' l_ was 
abl~·.-tv f p~°-d nJany_,,h(1-urs a ~<.lY th~re. 

In Jerusa!Cln_•. J \\lent·_tlut f()r dess~rt ~,j~h· 
L_eon;. a bQ~. 1 b_ccame dmc_,wi(h on C ()unti.:r
_point. W:e_~is"C.UiiS~~ 1~e:summcr·and._his __ trip. 
which_ w~s tc)'en_d·thc tollowmg <lay when_ 1he 
Ulpan pa_rricipaotli re1u.rned to Mclbo~im_c. 
He.tol_d··me he_nnw wears tzitzi(·evc~y <lay. 
J c.o~ldn ·t ·h.d_p :Srnjling. Wa'i .Cou~ti:rpoir.l 
wl)rth all ljf the-· :-..train., philosophical .-,md 
physkal difficulties? I don't 'know. Ask 

Lc0n. 

Dialogue 
cOnt. from, p: 9 

rtlaking·.o:Urselvcs aware.of thC··dkh_otomy 
f>_et\\l~Cfl theology an~ pn1gfuatism,: :we _WiH 
h3:~e-·_a. more.-clear~headed :approach• m,our·~f
forts to. imprQve- the-current -situalion. As 
long ~!Lwe ,re_alize __ Ql~t ~ur_gofll _i's ·to hav~ 
th~ co1-1rt meet U$:on.equal te1111s. rather-than 
.w_e"be.~g·_forcect .t,~ _res,pon~ .. to:_i_t5 roajes.tic 
dccre~s·:· tlle4iev~.l _theological dJ_Sputations 
w_i.Jt:tjnally.Jo~.their.influe~cc- an.cl we.~ wilJ 
e.Dter· a ~ era OfJewish-Chrisdan relationS: 

afameY:~er 'Wis'fre.s Al{ if <?ur 

~ackr.s a criag: ~lier 'i'e.Sameacn 

::: 

.. 



J-~>V.s -fa.ff-riBl~ilY-1~1: < 
t?: ·~\\io,·_d!tH~~!·;:,~~.uf!~<-~¢p~,rat~ ;~Y: t_i_i:ne::,a~ 

:_,~;e~_l __ :?s -P?~~!)t:.;T~~;_/ir,sf ·\:~1eg~zy ... c_Qnsist~. 
9f<:>,;i~ paJl1;,hier,, ,.That}esus Christ Wa.s 
:ffi>"li~!ew;'' pul>fifh~d ip 15.2\ f~ther 

:·:~f!it~: · tJH.~. · i_Q_::·f~$~)~?~·-,,.~g ·.a~';-l1,S~-!iQns. · 5Jf_ 
h~J~.sy, ,r~gJr~in~:~~&-~ 'f:_if\V.,:o.f tli .. e::c?~ce,~_tj°:.n 

!"11<1 ~.i!'.lh \if lesus, hut, •IJ.ainly; thec11amphle\ 
:r·\~'~¢J_)!S.\a~:._~-f~.\1TI1-~n~tn th:/~\\'S_ j~· f~VQf..()f 
~~rl•tj~nity: Thl'. ~1aj9riW of the. l';"IJ!Phlet 
~99S~~ts ·O'f proof~ .. ~h~t·.,t}1.e";h)e~.~i_a:nip .. Pr<?,~ 

• phe.~1~s;of.t11~·9J~Je~~ntwer~fulfj]led 
···?¥ .1-,~.5,~~ ···i°-··.:th_t} ,O°fP~t'_:I:.,~Jhe_r· _re~r~_i_c;:_tf:his 

. ;. r•oofs to.lhe:Old T,s~m<(n1.becaus~.itcom
p,ris._~.sJh~-.:onJy>:·b,~}:~,.·.ir,t;,-t~·: ... J~\Vi~~ ... f:\l_~on_, 

, ._},f~1.re·in_lt:'f_e~\ti.ng~· lj,o~evt!:!i th~·°::J,;tifber·~ 
,xµg~>i~ <:>f t)ie•O!d :restamfOl is.a sm,a~ se~
tk,n. ap~t:leiJ }? t~~ pan>phlet c.ontainfog 
i;,uthe~'s !!l~lpr tr~ttrrentdft11eJews, He~e 
~~tliefs!rm]gly,~ri1ki,zes the hat1'h tre~tmen) 
_9[J1;!5-·{9\.f;.liP~.ti~.~s.:_:.'lqf\4~e~s·,:~e-~fairrls'.. 
-~ -~-~:~;!.:~.ffott~v.e .. \\J¼Y ;1f-r~p_proa,cp .~' ?on-: 
~\i~v-er,\ ?lf·.yteJl{JO_~tie.~~ "W.hP _were .. :~1~o 

ph!eteer; Luther niay not.haveha!edt.\)eJews 
,rn~re· th_?ri_ ~i~· corr~inv,p~rie~·· -l?~!'·~e:·.wm; 
more ·c~pa;blec,t'(l~ .;UJ~r- ~t· ·,0~!1nic,atit1g 
that hatred k) othe.,,. l'fh.!lie llnigue sty.le 
:of .i'()n !})~c!~W.s/ ~- ~.the:r _th~. its ·?pntents~ 
t11aJ has .!Tl\ldeiQ}~~P!!m)>!l!~t• .c.J;,ssic of anti-
Jewish Jitera\nre, .. ·• ·ex ·• 

W.• •:• confr~tell, .tl\el!,)\jtb. ,w<:> sharp: 
ly contrnstin,g ~l'f ¥~in'J.A.1tltet One .. 
y;ay of .. re~lyin~,... "1i:· ,;.~ptffl(licti~ft-: . is _..t(J 
d . ' - . 

ped'' Qf bcfui~etl. frratip.na!lj{i.l!ilther }"ays, 
.A!SQ,. this .t11tillry does "''' e~pla/n .}"hy 
Lutherphose. to ve11\ his an!Jei specifi¢a:lly 
on.:tl}¢.J~_w~-· ..... · .. : 

If i>ollt.~il!es <1fL~.th~r are•·r,al'' .>the~ 
oni., mu~te,q,Jain whllt 9\11~ !:,.is ide<>l~J.cal 
-~b?u.~:fac_e.,:_It.h~~--ooep. ~-~·1;11.is,~1-.. ~t ·L~ther 
b~- µ·np~~~t;~e_i_~t_!~c~~ wi,t_~- :?e~s.'. 3:nd 
tllat· \hi~• ~aus<;<J /1''! ·. cJian~e.of_hea.n. 
~.ow,h~r:e,i.': ._bo~ex,r}:' . ~t~: . __ Qi~,~.: .ip,9.~.ts 
re~md%!; llr ''9nJjle Jews,·: Lµtlier oo,,s 
~~-~ \Q.o~_~: un,1~~~~t_~_rs_QQ~f~x~r~~nce 
'.~itlJ t :1":W,. 9:~i.h~bni;i;,'. t!tJ%.·st<J.9'. to il, 
lus!{~~,-~l~~~:~:i_nsis~R£e._91t:Jf\lSt_ipg,1ft~lr' 

Jr;1//Jt~\<v~aft!,,rtheyhll~.e.l#n.defy11ted 
in<)e~ ~eg~rding ~;~ .~iorcqmp!aints 
api~_t:.tft~Je~s~ :1-i~\men~ifnl$ '_'nty,;t>e.r,s9nai 

rting 
thJ,s,~_~pl~ri~,tfo_n ·are' m1rirt~te:ijnc:e~Jri·_· :on 
fhel,ews'.'tothe ~ewfstu~~rnness'llldtheir· 
_un~ill_i,ggnt?s_s:t<f~nv,e_rt:·.:l~v~~ .. so,,_.i~.appea~s 
that .Lut~er did;nr\ ent1ie!y··.d~spair <Jf'fon· 
~ .. ~ni_.n_g. ·s,?µ17:_!:~.~f'.i· ·_~_:'.)1/ith: .. priyer: ~n4}~e 
fe~~ .. O_f:Jl_~~: Jye·: .m,~~t:.P.r~_rtic~· a:~.h~_fl.l ·Jll~r~y 
~.se~.-'fh.~th7r: .. ~i-IJ,1iJl11 ~~vc_~t :~e(!~t.~; few 
of t.hem. fni!') 1be gl<J,.YjngJla~~s/' 

Ytt:;~-~~"qt:Jje_r:.:_ :P,{)SS~Je·\:_-.:.~:1'P,la~~ttOn ... ' Of 
·' 4Wh~r :s, ~\.irs~F_~~.'-.~~,{lQrt<i?.' L~t11er :s 

~Jit:i·?~<-_PM_thef~ ei'J';r~~~s:hhqluip,ose _in 
· writiiig ''On We Jc:'s·;: .. • . . .• 

· l fiad. resolv~d nu,L. t~ ,vl'ite 
ll,Tiytlr/ng mQreab~U\ µie)e)Ys. 
~~J,h'i!r'f?I:_th~t1-\?.r ~~i~~~ .. t_hem~ 
B~t. fince l leame;I that .the~. 
ro_i_se_r~~l~Jm~: ~c:~ur~crl pe~pl~:' 
-~°:- ... i.:n5t! :'f.e~_S¢}: ._t~\ · l_u:re .. ,::t.? 
th.~~_se\r.e.sie~~n::µ~_. :~th?i. i_~: Ji\~' 
Christif1n.s;.I havep~l51lshe,) th~ 
111.t1e. !!°"''· ,u that r I11i;1h1 bt 
fr?'o11Q:'a;ip:on¥}~9.s,~.\w.h(),·9PPOS-
~~;-.s.~.~~::.~.tso~D~.~ ~~t,i.~ide.s -:o,~ 
th~ J~ws Wld whp )';•med tht 
C~risti~~."('!°1/e ontheir 11,uard 
_f!,gain~t·:··.!he~:-:E.:_ .' ·.:_ ... _ ·.·::": 

lno!lier.~s, LU!ber is ~ying.to c<>.m-
batJe · · · 
il:Hh. 

e:nge~l 
Luther<Uspfu,ysin''Q,1!11.e)ews:''Judher, 
Olore·; :~i_s:'-i~~~~r~::,:fs_ l)ot:JJ~~o°:~" ~gain 
after tlJe .iqtroductocy .P"'"S!'l!pn. lleikq 
,Q_~cm:aQ expJ,.ijlls:that-L.l.ltQ~te:;vas_J°-ce?sed 
by .. his ~ise()Y~_rf ·.~_f: l~w~_$h,. -i .. n:fllJe~c~ ·o,"
.r:e_t,'ofnled·. ~h,~_r_c~es· .. /~:q~~r ._bi¾ffong: co~': 
s~e,red:. Ron~an _: .. catl}Oli_i.J:!.s!Il·,_:.a_. ,-.~~,f~i~h' · 
re{igion·, · bijse~ -~.s ~t ·\Vas OQ_:Jor,~)egali~rns 
Jather ·_•h_aJ1. faith .. Lµth_e(s- ~iscoVery:of the 
Gos~l •. how~v~r; 1:iadjnith1t~d .. ili.~~v'_shapter 

, ,'~ hist°:ry; t_he·.Chun:_h.,_h;utlfoP~ :Pu(ificd .. of 
J,ufjais,~n: '.fli~ .. ~~~t~uti~1q ~l_f J~wish.~fiuCnfe 
_intO-. the _ _.:_e:van~~li~a1:.-. :c~~lf.f,h.,_ .. -whic.h 
-n}&ni.f,;sted. it_se_lf -i_n -~eG_ts< \",?~h-"~s:. th.e SAb:c 
t:,_at~rians. wa_s,(ak~o. n~. L~tbc~. tQ, ~il?_~aj-th~ 
aqvent nf t11c apocalypse\'fhe fl)r~e~nfthe 
de_y_H .-we~: _~onvergfpg · ilp<lll';· .t!\e:-."P?r_jfied 
clmrch, and 1~1:y desperately '.equired 

· beH\ger~nL re~istan<;e,. With the Day of 
Jt1_dge~_nl,app,t~a~_~i_ng\ ~h('re ~~; .no .. _tim'e 
for..-to~ef-1:~iJe· • .:,. :': ..... . :> . .' ._: ·.. '. 

;,ul'l"'f!ing this theo,yi~ a letter.from Mar
_lih ·L'i.1*er lo '.l?~~l, ~-f· Ro~he~m jtf:1_5-JJ,_ ip 
~:s~n~.' _to::thffatt~rts,_r.~~~,~st.:t~~t -~.u~~-r 
_i~te,rv~p~, o_r:·lrl~_~itlf-;o·,t~.e go1i:~_rnrne,~t;_~()
that W, ~b"!'l<J'. be .grant.ed .:safe passage 
\hrimgh Slll\ony • 
My d,ear }ose!, 

I·.W<Jllld.glaijly·.h'l-v¢.inte°'ed.-
~d for yo.u:.b<itl> orally. ~9&Jn 
'ff ri~~g.,: Ju_sl: ~-~: : m)·\·'3/~ti_nfs 
hav, gre:)tlyser;vedthe )vl\(lleof 
Jewt;y, \11!.1 b\,<;?u.se yo.ur pe<mle 
s_p: ~~1.!'~f¾H1 ·:mi.;;u~i; J~_i..,,.;s,e~7 
·v fee. -of. ... roine , and t.mdeµake 




