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with. ,dl-reobeiln in ""shi,a regatdles,; 
sinur. Qr div_iSi~-~· .. -,R_epent.ly,- _y e;~hi_va -did 
trv rO _iropforne,nt a night_-.s_eder -sc_hidule· 

~ s.Hu1tnts~res-1h1-nrle<l t't:t' the wilt.ch ,equned d1ffeient Rebb?un to be 
< :furv.ey, above fittv pvu."'.~nt ~p-n-s:~rd: a t1.,.aHabk to t~mtdim ill the 'Seit HaM1drash 
:i. '-H'(ingtnsnt,Yret-en:e-mote-spmrnalguidance _ each mght. The program was; weH recewed 
~ tr;:,m_ quahfo::d adnsv•s m vur \ eshna hy-the"'nnd-ent body. affording tahmdim 
$· ·c:te.~JrUprove_ntellt: ·-is.~ il~ess.iry ~hi- tmS-: g_rea.re·r _-·acces~:-_:to·.their _':sp_~-~~t~a~ __ me_n_tOrs, 

-"."'"' 7i1al anp_rt _i~ ,prim<¾.ry fon_ctlon of_.a_ Veshiv_a_ h11t unfm-tun~tely_ h_a.~ :sin~e"_peJ~-f~d _ouL 
' is facilit~tioti _and __ fostcripfi_·of-tlw,·spiritual We.,tffJ{e-_Y:eshivi:.tfo re·suscitil,ttd.t _ · 

gro_,.v"th- o.f_ _b ·n:~,r_ iwye_id1i\>a, Th~ RoShe.i __ ·cil.{?tlOt~ have_a-"&ignificantitQlfiatt: ~p(}ti.\:their 
-y es!u':'4.- ·wh(), e111_bodt-· -:'i~e_ s_pir}NtaJ students ·if --th~v.. -ne-1/cr-.---S,::;~,c.:_c,t"'he::;m:c'cc· ::cQ~,"ts::ci::,d::;ec41-'-~~¥i"lsl'HAit.:,,Pr-lH"fl'll~!Cif'~''~ 
atmµsphere .of.our ir1stitutkin,: nnisJ rp:ab_ti' /ii.le fhi4_~-:f£wmt:.FUJneQUOri; -_w~_ feet-_th~(-

========i1U:-fAt~tlc-tiG·-1ugi~::iW ·s.-i-icfgirin-~ir- -,~1t~ts·- e-ss_errrlal rha:t,-Rebbe-im·:C$tab-Ii'sff1! -
insight arid i-n-struction.· ·f\--fa'n} one_--to-\lne _ ~liti.o.nshi_p~_:With:.:.e~ch-:_·oLtheir 
in. all -divl.sioi.ili_ of 0ur. yeshiva, would. 1aimidbn~ ·: :.w.e _ _s-U~st _that :r-ebbeim -tn_f;~t 

to cons.ult with their _R'ebbf?im conCerrrini- with each new t<i!inid in_-his shiur·.t_O-fumish .-,~ 
matters but· fee~_ ioo estranged - hiill Wfrh the"· Self-'C¢Ilfi(ienCe. nOC~imiy_-tO 
SOi~fo1af "Ie.uiifS to £ctiVeli· Seek- P,lj_rS\Ie -_;f _illeiiiliri~Ur ~lafictllsliip'.::_R._efi_b~iitJ~~-­

~ A. nUmber- Of .Jfe_bbe'"i~ Rre shouJq ~l~O- meet :~ith ~ch of_Jheir-St_nd<:nt_s 
simply ·not' _ _-physicaHy -accessible~-- and those at _.l_e_ast. one~-- ·a .. ·semester._ F~~-~lly;·._ . .w~ __ fe~-~ 
avai_lab!e- ·oftetr _do_. nbt ap~rnach their ~-ore the yi~_hiva _sho:1ld .in_s~~t_ute bi::;WUkly -~it;h_ot~ 
reticent-:talmidini. A_iso~: manv talmidim t_o ·be delivered- bf ,roshei yeshiva- from·_" 
fed a,n~offi{or-tably c:hilied. fo. a- 'Yishiv:a, otfr _- .th_ie.e_ -diviS_h)ns/ .-\n th~_-.. ffiain·- --~t'ir 
i:riuea~ingly ·di_v'lcted.· ai'orig -Sniui liriC-S and hamidra.sh, _such iil'hrJLWill serve to- unite 
Jearn fora.n,env'~t.~mmt,mt_o_fgr~cay:rci)b~?on.~ t),le -b:~ei_. hayeshi_\'_a~ ._e_xp~se--- tq,imid~m to 
cop~ratiNl and _w~mth. It is tim~ to ~reate J<.e_b~ein-J othcr-thaµ :t_l1~i~--own, and.,.·offer 

_ dose-·t -Re_bbe-Talrni.d- re-}.11-ionSh-ips- -_aD;d the.in 'ari·_imp_ortani_ r_eguiar ·d_ose ~I the 
-engender in_ students -.a -feeling" Of-kinship- -_stru.ctu:red--sp~ttia!:-djrectijon:t~~~~J9f::--
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I have attended_p9Htical rallies unrelated·. to Jewish issu{;s 15 ---------- ti 28 
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25 ll 
1 · a~TJ ·t?Ore religious ~ha_n .mt-pare~~-~ . 67 ------· 55 --------- 53 
I \V9Uld fe.,i;·more.unComfortable Seeing a play 

!11.wlifch·w-Om.en-sing l8 !l 

93 
---~------ SJ -------1.; 

90 --------- -~-------- 67 1 listen t'O modern vocal non-Jewish music 

If ,ny l<abbi k.new what I did in aH facets of 
my life, I woul.d ~ emba,assed · · 45 62 ---------- 54 --------- 4\} 

I plan on setting a,side ti.me d~ily to learn , 
Tc:rah for \he rest ofmy Iife. 70~~------- 70 ---------- 91 ---.....c..~---- 53 

_(\_Vo~ld-_like fO receiV¢. more spiritual ·gµid3nce 
fr?ril qualified adyisoI1i a\YU ---------- 65 ------'---- 62 

l~onsideiYU io .be primarily .a yeshiva __ _ -----~==-38 
The·YU environnient is coridUciVe 
l. hav~ cons,deMgiV~~ :Ill>. religion 

68 ------~--- 69"--------- bS. 
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(For ••cit qqeslio'l\ II'" upp,r row or m,mbel's refefS Jo Iii• .J'>,2 survey iind th~ 
only om figure •.111!1'~ tb• qu.,.iion was l\0.1 JISli~ in 19?2,""" bi l!nl~CW ",imnot surveyed at 

·By::8_~a,4;~_iO;~ i~--reg~r.i _tO-refi¥i611/P~oPo!iiona!ty :the . expre . .;sed p~~sfon ~ i?~ ?_rayer i~ }-
~-!he _ _}~~ ~0~t;D,'7~-'-$ii_r_Vey_Was,'_answer~-- other: ·di~Sl~ns _fy_aye· :t:~vjce · _ih_e .. _amOun_t: pf questfr1ns ! ': neg1~1 n giah.·_ · 

by J 14 of the 459 (25\fi,J MYP stu~ems, students ;;,h:? d" not consider tl;emselves · uJ1usua! SurJ>rismgly, 
42 of;the _i24 (19%) JSt, &.Wdent~, 11nd religk>us. Mure th:;n half of JSS,.di~agreemg night seder. , YlJ shuuld be 

·.28 ofthe-168 (j6%)JBC s!udegts; fa ;oi,l, with fhe majo\:i(y all other,scho<>I£, mcludi,:ig · The !972 survey unforrunawly did not ,he dlvr<ling 

(;f Whether 

22% of Y¢Shiva ~ollegi, an<! j,l% ofStem S,ern, maintains that Yesliiva _should he- include SCW students, so mud, of the not 
Co!Je~_e_ re_sponded.<8_3_ o_J the*.421 (2Q%) co_ -.ed: __ UI __ C ·.·· .a.n<l M __ YP have relatively few comvarative work done on the men's answers . 
M 56 - · , · ·o h R h H-OWiY--el'-. many factors ciutsiqe the~··· 
· .. YP_ stu,dents, ; ofthe i;io (24%} JS_S , proponents of a c.o-ed l!l"liversity. . ,s ,mpom le on t .e women,. at er univcrsi,y ~-hid1 one wocild l.o eftw 
st~dents; an<t 5~. of l~ 260 (ti%) l_l}C MYP(Ctains its grasp on \he mos.t religious pecqliar!y, l5% ofSCW(es!l'ldentsexpresse-0 
~ents. respan4ed,.to, ~· si®l:ar;,-~¢c'v.'qser Sttidellts. -Its students are the ,·most·cafeful <llscomforL at th-e: prm,pcct of heariaz. a a higher t1b5ervanc~ cf 

---S.~~-~-,i~.J-9.1_2,;>··-".': .. _ ... _ .'. ---~-·-~-- -- ~af-pr~,er}m<lWe~s,.hmal-.coB.ta:.;t,,.in;,;>sl :x,··0Ii:rn?1 &;ng-du.ci.ng--4 .. stag.e. µla}'..-.-Mu~~- . Stcud~~ts--who--hak -&~~u _of~:Slli~-~ 
Th'~---- .¢4,.i:Ji:~--'--(?f_-. Har~1:ev,~Se_1; _ _-_i_8-_:-J:_9:7;c U!li{ormty .inte;nd to coutinue _their daily as ~Xpected," did ·:nOt consi<l_er davening }n lsrae! am· 66ffi. likely to oh.1erv:e n~giah. 

_·orig_in_!lly, in_t~_~dt;~::JP~ir __ · ~i.lrv~;y_..-t?. :_disp~1. __ JU-dii_c-- _studv.~ iod c;oi~sldtr_ A.,l_i.yaj:"t .·more · with. a ,miayan· a major ~Jncern. negii-gibly' .differ:ent. _(!om th\ 6.3?I norm. 
~;:_;-,~~~ ~ -:~.--~;~_-:,~C~mipll)::~::~n~fo1':nnapy ''1i~µ_de1:_~s:_ .. ·~ )e~omt{-~~~i~_--f~t~:"'is- :ge,1_1:rilty_ ~UlltJUe_s~ The- t!l>rfdaticms proverl-. interesting.· Of 
:-:-~:~-~~~~".'~:?fi~~Ou~.;t~:~~:~w.iS1i:Sfµ(ireiafvi$f~S~ -· tTe,fi1~-~ · few ·niKe-1he -.11:~e.ny __ · ~f. i:touhtlng 't h·e-· students -- th.at- aP.swere<l · ·· I ., ( not true 

· ',)f ·Y~_sh_iv~_ C_oll~:ge.·::f}ley_Jownd~ .. :a.s; ~~e __ G.9,d's~_i;2.:ji!.?J1f~_:,:9T_ {;y_e.n. the_ val_idi,ty: of at_ HH) tO .. I HS"te'Ji.1n ·mOdcrn ·vocal 
did/ir_l' H>~~~-t~&~_·-:n~. ~e~~i~e t~lationshlp the Jew~~-hfel.igi<m,_ as:su«;iel)JJl_Jt~ItL _o.dt~r. -~ J,e.wish ·.m_u.sk::, _7J%_jt!~i;:._,ruis~~J)::g __ 
·c~utd. ~ _f~_Und,_ affl:'?n~ -st~e?-ts: ,qf..tQ.e thi~e · diyisions _ifO_;,_ .A t~iativeJy· ·high _percem~ge: "the-re. a,;i: 'Some haJakhot _ i. carmot 

. _ :-. divj~_i?!J:; .. _· .A.n~:i,v~r_s. _frnm- each-__ taHif39 ,Vith of -~YP, snidents {3s w~U as mu.ch- uf.S_r.e_rn ~ -_p-'giah _is vne of. them"· -Of coHrse, _Dne.__ G.ui{fo nee-
- ·.:,._.:·th~, of:_tb~-: ot:.h,effl .... ofi·,soffte:o:9_u~t~ns-,?nd, foU.eg:e}"sti:ir bclievea_-t-hat -¥-eshfvctJ~tive:rs-rty-- - --does--n-ot"lead fil~'fle ~fierf -6'.,th. ate,~t.s · • w.fu"):...are ,t.\c_t 

dive~ __ widely_on _o;her°s;~ . ·___ . is(primarily a ye~iva. . . ·. of the .;,ame cause. ·_- _. 
JS_S_ is -_stilL.a _lJ:ave~}or. _s.t,udents fro_m 'Oniy ·16%_ -of 1BC students- repLied_·rn · A general division among the students 

-nox~-·~eligio~s_ .h-umeg; -~-ut __ :h8.r-d,I;c .tq.·the t_he _sµtvey\ .. so a_jr~ady: ha_zy cont.lu:s.io~s centers. arou-nd religious observance, uI}-reEgion or-ti"nubt the: validity of the 
eXten~ it ,was_·in-_ l,972; ,if ~ee:rri&. thaf -students Q-ecMn·e --.even -m:ore so- in the.it case. especially the observance of~n'gi.ab. Students JewisR rdigio-n. Many of these students 
of_.ajJ -d1V1~_1ons_cri~~ "COnW from mote soliQ Nevertheless,· that_ a- higher- ·_proporti'on of w-ho maintmfl· night s~der 'O.f \vno be_hew_ 
r~ligio.~s _·bas,es .. -_Bowever,-.. just __ un~r th_ree SCW than I.BC _students feel uncomfortable YU primarily ·a-yeshiya ·are likely t26% 
q~~ers···of}SS,-·stµd~~ts_ stm,.~eliey~ that hearing _w.o~en .. sjni_is~quit~ teHirtg. But and_-_33%} to _ignor:t_ n'~iah. Pe,rse,,eranc:e grcat1;;r but tht: 1.rnive-rsft-y_ 

:· _. _,t;h~Y.: lack_·-,~ .siro~g _backg_round._ -_Howe._ver, th.at is _on~ _of. th~_ ,few areas._ m which they . in ~.nwer goes a~o~g 'With ·obse_rvanc~. of. a.dmiri-istration has not t~ 
; , thl,y-rn,ve ~eversed,tl,.ei~ self.."tal<;ati-ons, ·.·dis!irignis!r- them•e:!ve• from- the·othertwo'· · n'grati- mu; ·.m~ret;,: 1i%-:_o_f· trrGse >'1-M- ·,;bvwus i\ei:il: • • • 

i 
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f:l"'on IIh(inHazon lsh., c~ap. 2) conc~rs 
with Rav• Dess!er arid Rav .Bloch that no 

·'fodep_en~~ii-t:·forc~ ,i:;alied ~~natu~~n e.~is_t~~ 
· that everythin,;. st~llls dir;:,;;ly from fJod. 



• 
frpin co.m.m,unJty_ ~m~t e%Hers .t1:1l~- a:~':-~.k~ning, The· symbol o.f g.row;ll-amL Even after ·a· ttan£CendentaI 
co~ni_nliuiion .with--~-- Divihe_: bJ--.S;t\ldyi_ng possibility, Spring cnabJes_m,h'1 to regenerate: experience". maintains 

_defj)e,rr)~ftj.1'('_ ii.~t"µti!.(~ver.-~·-_I,er~}'!tW-o_Years·Thorea~ _- his --spiritual ·c~a.racter. This o~_timistn with" Akm __ t fmerson. 
--4/~l:f<Da¥itt-'Th0f'~c-_--,=---~ eap,i~~e-a ... on · this Q{lfH,)rtunity' rn un."over ",._:_ pearade,s· the- ent_1re. work,__rfilQ._~m man·~ .unde?Ia~J.d men when communic.'.'iti.ng with 

1:'h~_"--~~jve~~l.}ll?~if -'?_f :--man_ ill :,_~o~~t1l~t hi§.: _souL_ an~r;-bol~_ly -adv,anc;~ _ -towar4s · a rebirth -and emphas17ing-his · ability to_ begin the Divme Sprrit residing- in each otl}.er. -
str~~k -_for J1:ear_rtes.s -t~ q_o-d · _pernl¢~t~s.- pr<?f:O\!t1d u)ldfr:standing-.. ~f _ll?,e _ tr_anscen- ag&ri~ This ;~rarlox frustrates man. -ff the hutnan 
~ll forrp< <>f ;,.rt anq \l>Qught, .Inhernni .. in de~1alist."O.,e(' / "S9uJ" ":ill~ Divine l>elng;,0 0 lntimacy and passion <iescribe Thoreau's aspirntson foi with God can be 
man~. r;~af~~te~--ex~t$: ~:¥ -u_rgCr~ey_:·~~-~~~~i ·· J~·:~:altte.n~_Th°,r¢aµ d7l~~j~t.othe. wocW relationship with· ntiihre. -ThOfeau~ the achieved vnly by 
qoo,._::-~(melin~~::,ruts:-11;1a~- ~d:,b~ s;t~i~-. -~r-~·ho..~~t:.\~~tuUJi~g·:.ttl ,d}yine.fqrces in 'biilliarit 'riaturlilispi-attempt$ to, recapture why must_. man re,si:d;;·1n a society 
t:~- ~-pe}:~~ ~e-~£},,-~~-~ini-to.~pp~h. '~a~µr~<-~-~}~eri·jX>nd_ -.~v,-~s~~&-4~~ an e-!irlier in~o~nce:-infosed. with. tzekm bre-eds imperfect'.!on? can't he. 
t:h.f: Ptv:ln~ .. _"}~4:~-~i 3:·-.,P~O_d,u'.(~t· _QJ ·Pivin¢ Ji~. ?lld .un,chanmtii:·a~,i~-:®ltoJn, 'tJJ:O"ifgh elo_k_iii_t. -.Thoreau: believes that_ in(iividµ$1 in a pi.irSWorld Of tJivine , . , . 
overflow; lfves \0 r"ta~t~!i> tl)e mome!\\ •, it appe~r~ emjfo~s a11,:Cincomprel!ensihl•: perfection can be a,hieved only .through · J'n too.ty M,m of Foltb !;av Solovei,chik . 

. of c;ea. tion "'.·· ... ii·.·• .. 'll G ... od.· .•... :.fi.1rs. •'. ·.illJ\\C ... · ... t. s .(tel.• .. m.· ... . ~ .... od. •.·. "". lt .. fle. re .. v•. al.,.· n .. ·.g.-. pa.rt.•. o .. J H.jin. •s.e.lf in<lividual endeavors. Society howevi,r details · ~ - · . - of conqu&ing the· loneliness wlt.ciiin -
"elaklifl, Tl',<' ,P-~inte,'s l)tt~nipt 10 !'/e;µre .. t1troug~ n;ll'11re, ,!µ)im;u. and ;nao. re111aitts man from the ,rack w spi,itual growtk 
• .a ~.orce ... :.·:·.wt .. ~.".tb. · .. in ... ~~.r.u._'{t: ... -.e .. x . .n .. 1."J).·.i.is. ..... · ... trus ........ ·. '.:s~ .. ·.'.··u ....... gg/e.· .•. • .••. • .. :,lnco-mpl'.'Che~Sible: .. to-.·fnan~ l'!everthele~s. Own. iu_g .. _property .is slavery ~au .. s~ -.m .... •n. man, t _ _ogeiber with· man cO.nquer~ 

< , ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' and, cre,tei. Judaism calis to the .ind.h.oidual 
_A;cc,n!lii,g~\'1'.inix,,nt Van </ogh, p;iiri,in~ tnestnrggle 10 know Hinl continues. subjeets himself and to labor on the. land, Jew, .,nspiring- hmi to ;,artake ,of the 
oo .. \0 ,e~nvases., :•.:rav.o .. !l1')sd1e. ;.c. ap!tl·t· e .. "l .• ·.·.l.Jg.~t :itra,ns <>i p.anthei.slll ... "!Yl'C·a·ri·n· m ... ,m's .~.ondero·n·-·ing hhru. el.f and h.is c.mumuaity 
"'f'. h · h: ff· f hr h rt · d 10 • • - -. h G A · ·. G · · h.i , h f d 1 c· , c_ommunal bond: .perpetu~tir.g ·the ancii!:m 

H·:r :a::u;: .. ri:~11-.-:a:rii/Tu~~-Dl~~-n:·.-:::t;, :rt:1·et~:i~;t:i:mw·~ri(i:::~~v~:~::: -:::e1:~~;r:pe0d~::ro:~~~:f~ d~:;: .. covenant between Ahrahani~(l£9<l. Man 
· · ., -- · · -~ · "· · · · · , - · , · - - · · - - · · .. fin{js c&tQiort .'ifl.- h!S ability· to ;.;omprehend 

., Whic~ .. -_f!lls_:A~~t'f.:. {~:/vi?ie,n;:_·~i~'tiSt~O.k,_e~;.: _iqt~tfrali{ing· .rhejr goillC Bac~hantes · _eat botli the.indit:idual and-,~.in!;;iud, the wealrhy man and comrnuniCate _ with him. Thoriar• 
repres~.n.t the Wt9'en-iM--so!ll•'Ol.l'1111".:C"ffhe bull am! th,e;,participant5 in the: and \he less fortunate .. Thoreau, i11 love in liorrowbg an ax from his follow man. 

~seaT:~\h!~$'.:· I.()~_;,~~~~,;~~o_n_. : S~~1~~_iy~~· t_h~.;: · ,.- -~at;~hcfa~:· t'.'.eie'rira_uons assume sunernawr?:1 :,tith- _simplicity, eonstfil'lti} _ uigl!s m "R trt 
1:h'f:z~,r ini~~.:.i~ ··tt/fllah __ Jp~~-b.- t_o~··_Gf.)(!· .. · .i _qgaltti'es._: ~uripidcf reco~d::tmen_ f~nctioriillg -conSider- and redefine materialistk- n~ssity.-

engages_ in_ an active r,eia1io_nship_ W-irh his, : 
community, -One pan of .t\da~ returns, 

o-f--lo:neli,nes:s~ ·w·l1i-s. frue ·sdf.to ·hts 
Elokim. Ovuco;r,in1, his 

c1cltts>>1gl>~!!tjful!;,-,;<'<,inpO:~e<l iiWrl\Y,,l!lf<kmi-god~, strivingto:realiuthe potential Society needs figures like Thoreau, 
p~~_',l,_n~~~1r,~~t~ :_~-~:·_frt~o-~p_.:i,~~rer -of_ -!l1eir_:·niVine_ spark.·\~h_orea~ con~ lndivi.duaij pOsSCSing a bro.id Pers-Decii\,e. 
.de.~~~~-;, ·_a_bi1ity:·,.t'~. ::teinpo~a,rJ.Ir ·:':llith,ara:w · the WO(}.ddiuck,. in_terrializ_i11:g th.e for.ces ·on--·a t'ainted soCler;< Altho-ugh · Thoreau 

-!~~~~-.-!~!.:.~~.f:91~~1.' ~:?rl~:}ff~"--~-~~~-r.-·.~.n.e Q[ wilfkrne_ss.-· Unlike .-ttie _D~eadenis in aChieve~: a unity :wlth natute in· ·rus. pe"riOd 
·Qf-·C(}nt_.~~ia~,Ji.-_-__ ;At;nid£:t .... Co~rft.~nicaiit:m~. Eiigh11W,- and.-_·· F~anc~- advocating -sooietal · at \V~lden~ he·voluc_itarify returns to society. 
-dte -~*~~~<·.~r:i-y~ .tP:.-t_r,~sc~nd .. Jiinit~t_ions ali~nati?n, _Thot!!au.'s_ separati~~ _ from ,_hJs Thoreau._'s. ... move back-· t9 society . from 
of'l;rn,ml',l\J/!~l!lll!"4el~JaUlJl!.!>Vi)"'tJhr4•,gb. . e.qJli~<\lili.~<llbJ'b.Lte(1.1rnto ¼'.alden \l.<>mon,t.rate• a need for human 
song.-.~~sic ,lher,;by ,provides. th~.'--~iryke· natur~·nus Thoreau~'.ileed for contemplation conta_ct, n,ot im.iivit±uai- seltless-ne.ss:·Jn*;he 
with t~~-- .aes~b~ti_c __ ·~o:ric~~-~Xtt. int_egf~I-: to_ ye_t h~·ne.verl~ves.in i_solation. A_fter absorhlng comrriunal World·. man tutns. to·· man in 
Jewi!h~uhµre;·_cr~atin_ga_{!flk·to.th~ h_istori~-.~ ~v_ery _ element -of. nat_ure he then pr~s tirries of foridiness. ·People comfQ_rt n:iouniers 
_J~wish._,peo.p1e· :by c_on)1ec;tinij, prayer· with to _i_mit_~te his Maker; .. .<s Thoreau cori~tructs using_ the cOmmrnon langu_ag'e of 'emoti~nal "The greatness of manif€sts itself 
a rich.traditio11,:_· his hoUle---at Walden Pond he mimics the sympathy filtd. spifituat~_nderstar:-ding. · Man In his. inner cm,tnufa:tion, his dial:,:;ctical 

.L_i.tei~iute- :al~~ _:d_effi~mstrat~-5 _3:n- i.~_di- cfCafote:·fu:rce_oHi:= DiVine spiri.t. O~cm~tes·~~t\\'e:t'n: _two <worl-d_S; ·()rte: where - :nature~ .hf his--·&irig Singular ;~md -un~efat_e~ 
yi~_u~rs, ... _~--:fo: serara~t-:from. society ·alld. ThoreaU's.'.wf'ote: Wald,eii. over ·a pefk~d he. _struggles -to- meet- the· lnc.omprehensible- to anyone. and in.J1is bcin~ _ th.ou-:re!~ted 

::tindei:ge:·s'piri~\u,il· intr()Spect_iou."_ in:· Waldlri. of._One. year., _fr_om '-s°J)ring: of ·.r846.-.to .. MaY E!okit-n the -;)ther~ a,·world -:wh_ere man and belonging to a_cornmu!}ity structure." 
~r- Life.· in· the Wood<, Tholl'IIU '!\'il!tdrJI~ . ,of ll!4,7, Sprint~~·~'npi,itual•, ,~on(t<,ml~ -watic...'.,his .kllow 1ze'J,im &kim, • Ral>l>t Joseph !¾ .. So!ev~ici,ik 

······~ 



The· Rhetorf<; 
!! 
v-~ Jm~ i<:N'iS Judntlim · :-:evering accordance wi.th tbe-o_?inion of Rabbi Meir than disowning ieWS' who ra.l;y under .these· 
~· that C\"en Jews who· hate sinned_ a~_ .~HOO slogan:,.,, we must fo~l!S it~stead on delag.- . 

::; .. .a "om.-e used tc, classify \.Sons of }Iashem''.. 1f we are ail sOn.s· o( itimizin·g thtir ideologie,;, as out 
won;t'.,ip. rn,· aa.u.,un those Jews who denfe<l. fundamem.al kwi'S:h Hashem, then we are ~l brgru:ers. We cannot . predecessors deHg.iti~atized move?fie!'lt 
vf PharaO-ah, i:- refe'n'l'<l tn a.., a ')vhUdiah" belkh~. is n~w thrown ~)und as,a slatJg pretendtobelongtOadiffe.rentfat'g.ily. · of the ""tzidukim" in their attempt ·to·win 
fr. the B-0<1k of ('hr,.1flkle,,;. _·\;,."1;0rding w e-xprts!}k1u. to dcsc•dbe whti It i,s true that the law 01 ''Veahavata back their -straying brethren. However, 
this e-.:\e.ge-_si::.,, rhe "ow hvn yehudt'' \Who have •·emunah" but approaches lrreaache Kamochah~' is generally under,~ while ··n1aking a sign•~ for the t:tidukim 

., Jew) law in. h.rael,·whii:h towards J\1daisrn are deemed objectiqnabk stood as not applying to absolutely wicked Wasaneasymatterbecauseeven:thetztdu/Um 
irnmedi;tte citi1enship w anyb..;<l) i!i. in some other way hy their o'ppoJ'ientS~· people-, whom We are even enjoined to hate: Continued to fµnctiOn· wifh1ri- mainstr~P..f!l 
a -~v~u-J.i::.-~~.c-0-nfa . .r-cit.izcn:iliip...cw _ _Ih~-.strrn1g_._admfrnl.tioJl_ \}f the «NetzlV:·. But. hoW~nt<\nY._ps:m2k who have been mi:d'e(t,_;~~.a.ru.L:W.U~~ {­
anvhodv .who (le-dares himset(·hersdf to, Rov Naftoli Tzvi &riin. in his itltroduction and ·bred to he members of the Reform temple. the Reform .-and .conservative are 
br,c .:1 iep~diat~-'tr <tfidGi--¼orsh1p. Thus, susan' t6 tiis ((Hmnenfaf1/. On 'the TOrah c~me$ , a·nci Cb~serva;ive mOve'ri1~ts are truiy_ inuch more inaccessible ;arid hence -more 
MiUe.c, ·whose corr.,-ersit>n to Judmm by to mind. The N.ertiv eonte-rid.s that the" -"wicked~ /\ .num~r, of t}j_e~ have ~eat difficult tq. aff~t The best ,ay to wrua:ke 
a Refunn-~-nrun~p'fatilt-neclfUSe- · ~g1·ourtd~~c:.tratred-~k-·-emised--th-e·--·~"-11.nrl their la~k ·-ef--e:bservanee . :-a-sign~ to-these-variarit. gtO»Ptitt~lfL~m.es__ 
ii di'..t--nct coniorm w-halakhk standai~ ·-deit.uction vf the Second Jt{Ilpl_t __ rn(e_t&.. -is 1>3se-0 .. o~ ~no_r.an9ef r.~he.r Jh-a~_ .. iS: tJ? include.them in .o~ gi"~t_ff~W~tk __ 

as a •·v,hu<ii'' if silt _has indtoo to the unjustified labeling of any individual impudence. Additionally, Chazon isll (Y,D. ·which wm,ild at least grant us the opportunity 
fo,.;,,, of idol-worship,: Md who worshipped God in a slightly deviant 2-:28) writes that nowadays since nobody w h~ve some influence upim them. ff we 

~~t :$hould have: been granted rna'nJ?.er' as- an ·apikoris. -~n _ hjs Resp~nsa re~lly · ~~<;t~1~ _ l:i:~w ~o _ ad~~nis~~ p_roper!y c~~d only ,wQrk toge~her with t.k~e gro~psj 
t,; the !Sradi ,guvi;r,,m~,~r,a,,urnay, "Meishiv Dawn-" (l:45) ,he Netziv reiterates (presumably meaning that our batl:gl·ountls and yet at· the same time refus,i, to gr~t 
does not posse\% .his co."1cern tnar especially in ~the present are ·so dissi~l~ that we generally do not lelitimacy w th~r--i<leologies. (Hke Rav 
henu· is not obligated to perform mitzvot era .. when we are coHosaU.y oumumhered share a common mode of expressi~n and Aharon Ll:chtenstein's)deali%tic if impractical 
nc,r rn ma.rr:r othef ,..yi.o;roelttn"', by the nations of the wOrid in galus. it thought from whiCh to ,have rapport) no dream of having one central .b:eis din. 
om a is l>fhoows us to make a special effort to Jew ca,n be labeled sufficiently wicked to rec,,gnized hy all deno~11~tions, in ehru:ge 

1t could ~ed. and pre~~ably would draw ckser to each other, rat~er than be ex-duded from the category of ... re'aclui" of conVersions, :which wOOld still firmly 
~ argut!d, that the .. ;ni hu .vRhudi" law polarize ou_rsclves by re.adily·distinguishing WhQm ··we must to.ve. :Rav--Aharon- ticb-- --prohibh--its-R-efQrm-·and.-€-onservative-·-- _ _. 
d~ nut mean t.,1 ~merpret the term "'y,J/mdi" more and ffiore fellow Jews as .. apikouim ". tenstcin, ill ttsrecent lect.ure1 noted an apparent me?Pbers from· serving as. actual members 
'" !he strict hieral sense lh•t- tbe IJC<tnOra • Tbe scandalous subjectivity which has . co11iradfotion \letwoon """· Rambam which of the beis ain), we . might lie ablt . to 
in _Megillah does. RatheL the >word ')'ehudi" destroyed the pristine precision., of our· key writes that we ~ust love aH Jew$, And _ SuccessfUUy mOtiVa.te 't~e°: to-rejoin, us: 
is: lllean!. to cmrn-01:e ·a person who was -ex:pft:ssions has also led to thi! careless another_ Rambrun which rules, b~d on 
either hon,. to a Jewish mother m ~"Oiwerted ··promulgation of new t-ennsJo brand different the T~u~ in Pesachim, that it is a .~itzv~ · But if w~ d~ocia~ otttse:lves from rbero 
according to Jewish law. However. this types of Jews. thUs spurriv_g__even more to hate a Jew who re~ly ·sins. despi~ coml)let~ly,, t~ey. wm sitttply-ConJi_~,ue 10 

-:1 

'I 
·' 

· descriptioo ;, ;,ot · of a "yehudi," but ·of divisiveness within Jqgaism. Suddenly, being rebuked, and pointed out' thllt it develop as a separate religion, <Ill it were,. 
--~ ______ a__:,"~~in which- case the_ iaJJL-Sh.oukL. our religi?'n bas beCoine...characteriv:d by,-~t-~oo~~,~~~~,tiiat~:--~~~ fiF-St-~t@p- WW~H¼yi-ng-~'.- -----~. 

ha\.~ ~t calle.d- the "me hu yisroel" law. · a newfangl~-trinlry. fnstead of Jews. there 'We a:re-~VeP; commallde<HQ iOve tho~ woo~ - situa:tiQn-shou{(f'be'· breaking ·a own-, the 

;~s km. g a~ w~.:o~. ~-~n. ~~- _t-9_ ca!f _ the ~~.' -~-now O~~o~.!~~·-~.:'~rv. ·_~t!~:_!~~~~- _.'!;_~ -~~st h~·te. ~I~:~~\-~· R~~l\i ~~~~·s term,i~oto~tc~! barriers. '-iR.:f~rm O aru:l 
me hu yem.ult ~- w~ should afode to tne ana Ri;form Jews. The notion of d1vxtmg wife ufstruet-W him when he had to: "'Bontend .. -Conservative are not descnp_\p;e -terms 

~trict ·mtuning of ihe law's terminology. up Judais·m into diff~r~n.t denominations with a fo~ wkked men Ml his neigh~hood, like "'r~idukim"" (whi~h sig.nifieGJO~~c.wers 
1f we wish to argue against the Israeli is not only alien to our religion, hut. {Berakhot, tOa),theversein Tehi!limdedares of Tzadok) ;Jut' euphemistic licenses to / 
govemm~nt's application ·of this law. we intolerable. Even if we lack the··power ~o "'-e:p1dicate sins from the land"'- sins: n.~.t shirk tradition and not betleld :aCCOuntaOle 
s.hould rrot at.tack.its inclusion of non- restrain certain wayward individuals from sinners. Insefar as. our brothers insist Otl by,·t_raditi-onai' Judaism. If we could only 
Jews such as Susan MiHer. i::mt · rather its: forming heretic~l movements under. the straying fiOm the correct pafh~ :we ~ate eradicate these destructive arid cH~isive 
poor ct._!oice of wordfug to begin with.. gu_i:;e Of Judai~m, we do not have to accept them, but our, love for them ·inspire$ -us denominational terms, we would be able 

Ambiguous terminology has become a (Or_ _o.uFsttl-ye_s the tag of "Orthodoxy"' , to- pray that they return) -"'ShtfVu Banim to once 'again unite with Oui f-eUow Jews_ 
pruhoiogkal plague of our times: Peopic .dms-implicitly .i.eghimattzi·ng the-_cQmparl:- Shbvevim... ~ as Jews ..not·~ Oxthodox leadefS----meeti:ng 

~no!ITfl~~m---the!ru~mentailzatimrofom 1ceilgiou. if w~----tn-~~"Ufttre~~our with Conservative leaders, but--as~ eWs 
o(iffiport.ant descriptive 'terms. rdatin.g modify our Judaism with the term forefathers contended with a sect ·seeking meeting with JeWs~ co~i.micati:ng·as-Jews, 
tot1t1rrf.Ugion.J'ustasthed.istinctionberween "Orthodox'\thenweareimpHcitiyappr-o¥jl1g tO b-ring alien. ideas to Judaism; the disagreeing- a-s Jew§-_ Wh~B.J.. we share a 
!eehucW" ~d ''yisfaei"' ~as become blurred. of the choice of other Je\¥5 to modify their "tz 1dukim~·, who intervr~tCd. thi!. Written, common Oenomination we can hOpe to 
oth;r.fu.rtd~ntal appelatkms in Judaism Judaism with other .seemingly innocuous Torah according ·to -their ~wn liter-al share a common·vision. We should take 
.have been ,so misused and c~rrupted as 'te_mis such as .. R~forrn" or even .. Reco_n- .unde-rstailding, rather t~an _rely~ng on the the first step and stop referring to.'ourselves 
J? lose an trai.::es:of. their originai meaning.. $~mctionist". . _ traditiOn.il ~~po~itions of the (ttal Torah. as· aQrthodOx Jews' .. -\ bu,t simply caH 

Thus, the term .. Chassid~'. which rn Once again, it was Rav Shims~?n Raphael·,., But although the traditional Jews were ourselves. "'Jews"';or 04 Yisrae!im,,," an:d address 
taimudic ttme:s referfed .to one wh-0 w2.& Hirsch who 2;nticipated the inhere~t da,nger also labeled,. as ''..per.u~im" (intereStingiy, ~u~ 1,;~-religionists in thC:'sarne w-ay. 
\'ery close to 0-d and es~--iaUy scrupulous of new "'mod~ers". As he astutely virtuaHy every-.-rJ:f.erence i.n the Talmud to 
in hi, religious observan'ce,.now: refers to noted in essay, "R,digion Allied to "perushim .. as a sect specifically in contrast Unl'ortunately, instead of demonstrating 
J · · il · ! -n. • · · the unity of all Jews, even our faithful, ews, cspecta y scrupu ous or not, who rrngr_ess'_': ";t ~as n_JJ. "Ort-h9dox· Jews t{fthe ··1zifh:,kim" is attrihu-ted,to."t+iduk_ · im") 
are"hassidi,6"', devout followers, of~ specific who 10.trodu~ord 'orthodoxy' into it is clear from ta!mudic texr, that- they' traditionaliearlers:oftem,,qjeru! thefr"1!etgl,es ---
"rebbe". -Whent;ver term "hassidn is Jewish Qiscussjon._ It ·was the modern did not r.~~nOnd bV simnly isolating on attack.ing·each pther.-and.pefprituatiµg, __ 

• - . ..t' , ---- - -. • Y J r diverse" and jlivisive denomillaiiOns."'. Thus, 
med m. muuem 1:u;nes~ classicat- meanitig 'progressive' Jews: who first applied this th. emse:Ives as 0 perushim" Jews. le;,.ving, 

f ' d · -1 • - {nstead of wat'cninig our leaders callinu , 0 tne wor 1s .umost ne:ver int.ended. As name., to ,'Old', :backward' Jews as a. the . .. tz'd:,kim" Jews.as an independeply c 
Ra\' Shimsh9n R2.P'naei Hirsch write$ .in der:,ogatory term. And rightly so. 'Orthodo~~ Junctio.riingentit)'withinJ~ciai'sm, but_r.aUier for all jews to come forward as a unit,, 
h{S-"'"Fifteenth L,etter·n: uchci.siri. ,., pious Judaism dOe1;" no.t ·know iny varieities Qf worked vigorously t~ blot our- the existence we watch them bick~ring over whether 
One: ·a. tliii'foUS- name, our.· misuuderstooa Juda1sm ... H does Q.Ot know a Mosaic, of the sect entirely, Thu$, a number of 
aruf<leformed through ignor·3,nt f.>f malicious Prophetic. and Rab bin~ Judai~m. n~r oidhiiil1ces \Vere enacted tpecificaHy for ·orthodoxy is the p,ref~ approach with,in 
~icsonception ·coq.1.ing ff-Om ·Without:· the Orthodox- ap.d 1:-ibend Ju.daisin, h oniy the purpose of .. lehotzi meliban she! Judaism. - ;· 

.... -true ¢<;h0:dd" ts he w)w d~v-Otes hims~}f kw1w::.. {::clai~n\ :_a_n~ nqn~ludaism... 'i2idzik~m"-- to cause the "'tzidukiTn"" t.o We live" ill_ a sodety .that has splintered J 
Cl.assif}'ing ourseiyes. ~-*Orthodox" i~oi.ateS ltise ~e~ in their ideolOgy and return to itself into smithereens. The:re ~r:e ~~r{ghi"- ~ 
• 1 f th J d h T . ,! y.s_ rom f.-.'..._ er e_y;_s_~n __ tn~ottr~~~-tt~ni _ oiah:::true Judaism. Ihe puroo..se__of these win~'-'Jews_, «Jeftfwing'" Jews,,. ""~e~tris,~t·~·----,_,.., .. 
to si~il~~ly cre~te se~arate ~ sects. within en~tment; _ was_ not simply U) protect the Jew~. "yeshivi~h~~ Je~s. ••Young .. Jsraer 
Ju<l;,usm, And by so isolating ourse!yes Jewish cOmmunity frO.m the influences 9-f Jews, "'black.-hat'"' JeV,:s, "'modern'~ Jew.s. 
w~ _deny r:mr brotherhood with aH o!her this -ch:viam se.ct, ~ut as t~e geroora ·~baa[ tesh11v..a~: . ..Jews, ... ad nauseUm. -I 

)~.ws _ and contribute_ to the dc1/astating - in hagig?l.· (23A;~J{plicitly to "'make., dan~t want to ~· .a 14centrist'\. NOr <lo.·! 
·~~~ty of our people. ,. --,.. a sigfl ·-to the ~;;!dtfkir..1°") to .,re~.h ~ut to wfsh 'to be ieft-wing , .rigfn-wiqg~ ~od~rn· 

And aUJ~wsareourbrot.hers. The Rashba them -and. motivate them to come back or obsolete. l ~ a Jew~ p~ .who personifie'S. 
Resi,onsa '(l: 194, '242, qYoted •~.he f~!d. Our. Rabbis were anythin:2 the.traditions of the WritJell and Oral Torah, 

S.chwartz in A·hawa b'ttt supportive of-a rtHgion split int~.' and the her.ititge of our forefathers. AS 
who is ·mesnuma,ri ·"''!1tr!iuthim"' and '"'tzidukim..,,_ components. lo(l.g as· I. .identify roYs"1lf 1:ls · Simply-a Jew, 

cumpl~te!y .sC.1/e-red his ties .from _,Obvious.\y~ _9ur contempt for 'Reformi I a:m, colifident.that all oth<?i"':J'ews will 
religion, is com,ieerey! a ~wn" · an<! 'Coiiservative: Jews should b<:dir~led feel, co.mfonablo identifying with :mt:, and . 
a!i>llg· with al!,·iltlier 'JtW!!;-4n, ·, · mi,,-• ·at. lh,e llll><;!o, tl:\oo. the labeled_ ,Ra!her with whaLl.s,tand for •.. 



-
ri,;) 't~·",2i'.,,~~,;:\,+~,.;c'..; ~,.;;'s_,,,7'~,_;~~-eithel; Jrnpj<9e\~@b), ~r 1101 ,, . tong' anlf djffiCUII ad.herenqe to the Law the vehicle 10 realize the new !an the eta! 
;; . . . · .. · ... TQe ~t!iiti,ot:oufnow \\~nm .~l's a.nifriu:te, Breuer ext"ll'cli tli1s arg11ment , · !)lat t~ wire of sanciti1y can &e achieved. preserire'd, "the mobilization .of t~h ~ 
,,. :· n:a~sall~i>l'iifii• lirl :ii!~ta'llr sniilt • o:f ' :!O·!'fl1PliccY:A man ~of~!>Wi>ercei~ The L~w'.'.s role in B.:euer's poluico ~- peop,le-and titc Jewish lancHor the reunlqp 

' :~gqitid\l' to· e~ry<).nC's ~!if. ~~ we at! .~;~n)i1111cation fr~tfi'::qod;·s,i>metbing DlltlOl)al sysiern steins from its uriique origin under the sway Df Diw,e Law" (l:.evinger ·• 
· "''U,,a\Vlli't ~f,ltis:fame(t',contrjbution to ,wbic~ is c:OmJ!letely,beyomLtltetiatura.l and purpose . .The baw bin~ the Jewish p.99)wastheAgudah.Breuer~asamember 

. t.wefii~llc~mu,ry Jew'i~b tbl>ilJ!.ht"''An o,rdt\-. ·Breuer co11e)iides th,at opl~·;revelatio!I · nation. Unljke secular law, whose foundation of the original· provisional committ<:e in ~ 
,, .ed~consumerisoll!' be•~ ciistomer." ,c~n c:xplain these~phcnQ!ll~a .. "Wbatever. is_ the stale, Jewish La'!' detines the nati~n 1914 and was partially responsible for the-= 
.' $~i:il'~il(Jiiit'r~ot the. lot:(!f,1\11 ~ltool\; . ill: ilttedy ,inl!CCCS$1>le. ti, humllij ,m,~ of and hence the state. The' Jewish nation Agudist Const,tution at tbi first , Knessia ,..~ 

n,i!lll~falies'. · .saac Breuer; .for exanl'ple,: percoptioli, revelation makes .p~sslble t,y ~ived its law (ai Sinai), ~uts!de. the state.: GedolfJh. To-' facilitate the establishment · 
~mill~ ·•hrol!ded iJJ · 1QYJt.~r,:.,.,His · works :granting:_ hitllitive means . of,. ~i:i?epljoo · Pf -It aclieived national unity tltro~gh ac,i:eptance of the true Torah state, where the Jews· . i,. 

· pro.ville, a :~.,; lliinost unµoppe4 .well for a_::ne)V ,!Ultllre~ (Levinger, Jacob ~Concepts , •. . . would be able "to make a reality out of.-c 
-~--·...,,,1~ ~d.ertt. of tW~nti~tb century Jewish in· /11!laism~ ~-)2_2). Withi~ th~ intuitive_. 0J the ,~~, The .1:;).~es ~ °;':,: .their ~ulture.of law" (ibid), Breuer designed,; 

history ,philosophy.to•drawfrom. . super, perception_ ,s tbe v_ahdat1on <>fthe 1 0 ~1": ,r'":g_p tbe 11 k e 0:-;',:,''taw. a•programof p~"fortbe~ab; ._, ~r feels char...,.· wilh · p~rvi · the OCCUl'JIDCC' as a m1rac1e·, e witness who n!lll~R .. 111> " P ~ep ~ 1 mtemlt!d. tQ sun the· Torah to society and 
_ ..•.•.. _•.:.·_. _. · .. _ .,~ , :, . · ;., . _11g ,. • di~l ~x rrerices God's b~g 'Of the Brc_uer goes so far as to cla,m _that the suitsocietytothcTorall. Tbeeterbalpre<epts 

• - . sptrtt ?f. h~l ~anilfat,'he~ ~';'-bb) S!',mson • naiur~ or:'er has ex eiienceil somethin reHgious and educ11tional functioning of . and ;g_eals o, f tlii:- T_ orah ,had tp face up · B.apb ... ·ilir$<lh s .worb, Jt;us°'~- Undertook · , .· - · , . , · 11 ,, . . . . . g . ·the Lim! is contingent upon the national '''to·"1ivv ·' ai' in' •• 'wish values•in "'bey01!11' ~prmal ,human limils,·Tlie·nuracle ·. · ,_ · : · ', . t<> 11nd-,be a,pplied. to !h• new ~ooomic 

•. 

l~ eyes in' a j,oopfuJyi:et.:.~.J¥ §tir,gb.t; IS tF_ye~, act 1"':"'~ ~ .· ·_" oocew• .give~ to the amalgamation oUndivid\134 of H-'-",,ha' wouid .p,r-Yl'de· .{: ""Ound'mg 
-• ~iil)Jen. . . h"r, onilf!l!S of individual- •.fti:e'dom !he , ooc,. urence, E~ wit. n __ es_ s to a, tWacle , . , . . . - . b' d ....... v ....., .,. " ,bet A le ( th at Sinai, qt18. ind1v1duals, it•COilld .not m for the ¢onstitutional and ecolmmie laws and .'nieJiib\,rs1t1p ID• WeStetn SO~tety. To IS a prop ·. _nurac . ". ar more . ":1' future "'eilerations. When fulfilling his . . accQDIJl!u!h this, he- aliempted .to cfvereome an,,abstract pnmf.pf• Ood~·c_c,~~I. It ,s ,. ual d of ·1he ·new state, Furthermore; such 
"i&ii1iijlice7 0FJew1sli7a~wll\7e:iiijectrrig.·-acdl.J".~1~:"'~0HCVelatil>nhod. ·r ·a1' ::;·; _- ~!!i~~~ih~·r:~0~~h~i~~;,vm:i:. !~~~at~=a~~:~~::==- ·· -----· 
th,e.,JeWishtradit.io.n With_ th.• pQ.sitive, .s1q,t,msame1net_ .. o an ,Y•ts _re~r ofitscli.,;n;..,but_rather~-, ... .-t.benation's · , ' · ' I --'--"'-- ...,,;,__ Ii · ·-, ._.._ fo persuade the Torah scholars of his day ~ptijb1!' -elements,ofol;uropc/ln culture. SO \/es the, ~assic =•nma '""':"""" re gu,n wt1I;'riiil~q higher than bis own,' binds to set their minds to this task. 
B',:eper de$cribes his owil philosophic w,orks , nd ~A,;e. The scientilh: Qt Jllioosophic him. The absolute obedience and duty tbat Breuer'• program was l!ls'1 designed to 
lls~"enli8",knment· for tl\t recognition of in!l(~ion•'~hat time has, ~Q,beginning_and the Law deniands all.IDYUhe soul searching 
Jud, trism_·" 'Jung, Leo. ~oua, . rd. ians,, of. our SAA<;e-· no l)ml! p_ose _no pro~l-~.111, for ~· for truth room to grow, and -mer-· the will spark. all Orthodox Jews to participate 

' f o c t 0 • in and influence society under the l:>anner. Hert••--~.-..-. 626). . account __ <>. creat.1on 1n ·.-~ .. 1s, rea 10n of.the Torah into his own .. Were the. Law ,._., ... n. les nd b 1 •••• ry ,-of tbe _Torah. They would .fotm an . ·Just ~ his grand(ather cOnfl'Ql\ted th..._:.. 1 ~:~lfllC a prop ecy · 5 a_ ~--:0 ·_ COnwtFnt upon belief in its divinity, were _ organization, not a political party or faction, 
. age of. "Joeial em_ ancipatio11 _· and culture · ~.ut. sid: 1:. :r. h~~an ·real_. .m-;8',Ki, : · .·'.':':ilOll_ . -·---1i a dootiine 3C!'CPted or rejected. . ,. on ctbe that . would be "the signpost · of iin iQ!le-
and ptl!veil-it not onlyi!lirn,less but lieiieficial. ·. Y: ·, ,muon ':'°":'Qt comi>re_ e _,t. bllJis of personal convi.etion, the struggling structible nation oftbe Torah which neitller 
to Jildaism, Breuer attempted to confront Cr!'abot1 nas a begmmng ai;id en.d while i.nd~ 'would have nQ room tQ practice knows or recognizes any Jewish nation 

· the ~ !if national ~pa~ion ,IO. prove- J!!'l~re'. tbe system of <;ol)!e~t ,and_ relevancy the Law. ~If _Judaism WIIS,_ only 'doctrine, lleyond itself" (~Bger p. 9), Tltc ehief 
lt'necessary and bene{i~al tQ :Judaism, · ~hlllh G!)(I shr~uded creal1?n ~ th ~n the d.oabt would exclude. one from the goals, of this organizatiQn were t.o be 
Iii -his'~biOgrapby Bn:wir·describes his •1Xll/day;has11;either,Ai!y sctell~cev1den!>' ci>lllmuni . Levingerp.48). TheLaw<:<>uld ~lsneb 
ll101tva1tons.:·'.'.l.fi!lLthllt,,. 'I'. ,11.d<lX.y,.in. aboui i6I, world1s comc!i;''!t(!W(>ver, ihey not-educate. DespileAgu<lab'srejectionbfbis"prograrn . 
its .fear of the .ti!iQnal Yetter Hl>ra; had · This conception ofthel.awifiives Breuer'•- of preparedness", Breuer only broke with 

.. ' Withdrawn under the 'blallke,t of inilivid'. are' QDly relevant IO tbe-objectively valid anti~Zianism. Despite showmg no tolerance. the. Agudah -~Y. 'His independent Brit 
, ~·llstic "religi.o.n",in/otder 1_i.fac.'e'iqe:· Sabhlltb~robe"{Levingerp .. l2S)i'.lfcreation, for refor11> - secolarist Jews, Breuer does Emunim neve cd, prompting him 

,..:..;_._, • ••- f he C< ~ • al Dot. ~iQn itself. The $IX days:o{-CfeatiOD 0.0t dt'Sll'Le ·the Zt.001.StS ·~0 -aus· e they' ·.are ' . """""'"'Iii ,mpu~., t .. age"' .natton .. ·need RQt be tead as_ not really.being da~ ._ .,.,. to return to Agudah. Breuer recognized -~~-tipn· 'With the reiliforced practice. not Sabbath observers He ·abhors· the -that the Agudah "in all its Slatic in$ulftciency 
of,T~r and mitzvot.,But hl!d it 1101 ~k A1,ty 11ttempt to conform · the Biblical CQl!finlq of .Torah and observance of the was an exact organizational reflection of 
QUt.on.(he same path.in (he. ~ of~ - ttatratjvel!)scientifu, evidence is~ Law.to't(ie_province nf"national peculiarity" the nation ... estranged from, history, 
eniancipation:":and had nQt .this ·\1-1 to .•• and, co.ntrary to t_he Jewish opinion on (Levinger _p. · 82). The secuJar Zionists bad recognizing only the tasks of the ;,resent" 

_ ~~ Cl\lastropltes?" (Ju.ng·p ~34). BfO!ICI":. crliati<>Q;' trurl!Cies and l)rop~ .. Attempts . SOJlllded the call of "let us be like all' the (LevingeLp. 308), completely uninspired 
.'lli!li!l'Y~G. that just· as flight .from '.the · IOJ~rt~pell_eventsinto·acaiis.1d framework · other .nations"; made up of religioqs and by the- novel confrontati'lJI of the natioJ! 
· · ·• · lulmment resulled· in , 6arren monaa: undcnpine an<! hence deny tlie oocurrene<:: atheist . For the man who believed .a.nd. the.,.land..NJ:Y.erthkless, .he.Je.li tk..aL 
~--~-fue~ the tires of tile.Ref"'°' importance O t reve on at owrt that the Jewish nation is define<tby-the the~"'gudah wanhe only organization for. 
~e11i; flight frotn tlie opp~urut~s , Sinai,· the great miracl~ of God's descent metaphysical law it iec,,;vcd- at Sinai, and those who denied a. secular national home, 
Of ~atfo~at emancipati~.would .lead; to · and CteatiQn of the Law, which turned (ii~t;_"lt is precisely.for the reali~ation evenonewithaplaceforreligion. 

.. .. -nl;ltipruii',suii;ide and Jee~- t.h~ ft,-1nes of . att ·qf_,tl\e-'JewTsli'_ peo,i>!e into prop_llets. · of this law that it ·receives its land an<! After , making Aliyah, Breuer took:' up 
· 1~.~~IIUlt~la• ~ist. !'J~t.: · With<!'llt rcc:ognitio!J: .0hl1e. ahS>Qlute founds its, $WC" (Jung p'. 625), these. calls the .presidency of Poule Agudat Israel as 

i.:11,euer')i_wor&."tl!cf'*'1tpfRllbbiH1rSCh wii,i;,gn~ability:of suclt e~~nt~ revi,lation came from "the most terrible enemy ihat part of his never-end'mg qm:st to-~limzl: 
" · for~the, essence'o1' the lewilb,conimunity .. is~ . • . htis' ever risen against the Jewish nation", the Agudah. Breuer wanted the Agud_ab_ 

bifiili'e'4~:S~uie'~loi,ffitliish ' \~~i&, 'Ratlon,ill p;'ophetic0eipenence . (Jting p.634t: to include all people, workers as well as -'-~--~ 
aati!ili;·lonJbef~ij~,':(J11J1Bp635)... at Mp\lDt l!i!'l!i. GodJdrili.shed the.Jewish ilteuer\l• anti Zionism.is not monolithic. Roshei Y.eshiva , ,;f~k,, . ·. ,. ..· .. not .lllllke ... JICOPle with ttie Law, a critically important Uitlil!,.e h(s Agudah co\leapes, _he sees Breuer's involvement in.various n;t!i<>~L 

-J~lli,;...i"·.· _ _ · f his ,factor in ·t,otlt B!l:ller,'s philisbphicQ -- positi;ve:attributes in the Zionist movement. and political.activities 'clashes with our 
~~ilo~Qj!h~ ,,vti!iilil' 1n:·- ia~ri',W 'lllld !l<liit~ ~ !laiional ~terns. He usol it as a springboard for his own anticipaiions. Neo-K11Dtia.n philosophers 

· otloitta#'Ol.t;,~ntailt _ , .· . . , _ _ . !'lilt· of·Breuer's,J;eligi,,QIIJ.,~tem .rerolves · messianic Agu\fism. Breuer claims that are supposed to think, tatlier than lead. · 
· ~~h- a!IO"!' !lint: i-0 ,Jil.ii~:~:~rihodox _. · ar.ouncLD!vine emulatioo.· Odij ill the great he saw in Zionism ~the national Y e<zer _Ir, fact, both Breuer\ philosophic. and 
poJitioil,:011'.:;a .. nlti~ ~>W'~; his 'l'"' "'!'at.or who" constantly forms 1111d mblds, . Hora desti!!ed to aroll$C the national Yetzer political activities stem 1\-'0'in his cohesive; 
11f ~.aiitia,n-~~,~. l!reiier _d•ef:!'bY -recreating ttie· fo,rmal>le. matter Tov which would give the people of the cogent approach to modernity._ The twin 

, spl~.~,l' · .~ll!ll:d'.~~- oUhe.,wo~ld;, t:i•n lllust similarly for.nL Torall'a conscious se* Qf !listory (and) prQblCIDs of modernity, national eman-
, nia..,e·thern capable of &Cting as a l"ing_, cipatii.lnar1dtheeonlrontationwithWestem -- --~· ~--

#~li::~liefsiHls wr!~!?_&l:oo',~es .. . _ ., . , . _ nation for-the first lime in 2000 years by ctilt.k resulting from social emancipa,,.11.,·o,,,n,,_ _____ _ 
; ~!',-~cellen~el(imtpl~;- ..• : ·. . the··<1~m11nd• of "imitati_o. dei": ihe· Will's··· bringing them in contact with the land sparked Breuer's YISIOD&ry leadership. 

'" ' '" ··' · · · · 18~-~ o~J:111ll!DIV principl\i- ·is \~.1..1!.W of the · ofthe .Torah." (Ibid). Zionism is more As witll many visionary leade'rs Bre_tier 
ci:®"t<fllielt-4mk~-JForah- · 1har1 national assimilation, ~~It is .an did .n!J~_-see hi;s_ ~~-=:_~~J~~-:-~Y·_~ 

'.-.··_,·.,_.,sm• __ ,_-.-_'-"==. __ ,· ... ,_-,~.--~~-uct. , . .,.,_··-~ •• i.e0~.-·.·0:atu.re<moth-·~. d- , The.moral hett1:onomy,ofthe Tora~ leads ~,of-Ooo~arul-,meia bist~ry (the Iii his later ·years, after giving up the ~ --..._,....,, ......... u, , - to, a ,!'lotal ·aut.ruiomy,·w~-y,i-11----Bivine 'plan f'!_( ~lte world) for 'making tlie' pmi~ricy of Poalei Agudah, Breuer 
-tl!i\~ hlw. ;,re_ -011e. 'J1teil: significance lies i~·C0',11pletely embiidied in_~- Will of. the J~wisj, ()C()ple more a,:tivc .... in· perceptible expressed great pessimism _about the 

, in;so~-.inhere~lessi>nci!ntaiii~ in the set(. Bteile(rererstoihis88saru:itil)';.kedusha. histofy; (the visible. hi~tory determined mainstream -Agudah, i11e· one conc~,.,-,~-n~;atd-----­
~~'the ~~ o., ~iier quoies Tiilii siaie js difficult to achieve. A,i Breuer by man's ftee wlll)."{lbid.}:ilreuer believed only with. Jq.mmunity problems such as 
· !f~'s. opinion that mftacles IJ'OVe 'Ood's '!'tOte "Go not 11bout your heart and eyes, t-his ""ould kad to the Jewish. people• kashl'Utancl Sabballioliservance. Breuer 
~ ~oyer'the-!111tworder,11m~r or jn Kantian language, purttfe ·not-the predestined goal, the messianicage, .. when believed that were the Aglillah•noi to 

,-.- 'is.'abje.t~.bre~ tlle·order ni'~si·wnttol 'messagesofyourinnerandouterexpdtences meta - history an!l perceptibk\history recogilize its major duty "to build for the 
·it, Hei'c Bteiler'.illtrlrduccs'hts l<la,ntjlln ~ for pui'suingotheiii thouwilt.be"-lifaithful will be united. · .. · . .._.,_.,;..,.. ,· King his national home", "it will find its;;~ -" 
groul!lfmg. $i'nt» by definition a mi~, ro'me."(Jung, p. 62St,Si.nce ultimate· . Throughout his'poiitii,al writings Breuer ,exc_lu_ded from this era, and its efforts in 1r-. 

, ,, breaking tile natund qrdl:r, 'operates on . kn<>wleqe l!!li ,:eal.lty arc hidden from _trumpets th•t t-he' "lflit6rical future is E_retz Israel will \ffilO'll'I to no more tht\n <,,i•· ':. pllllld~ Oli!lc-t tit.it ea11Sal:itY, th•~.' ~ •. :ol!l', orilf,~id,e to~~ cboice:is, :bloss<>ming.fotth ... tQwardStb~-Law.af a game" (Levingcr .P· 308). Was he. only 
~:·:~ \;1~~~;.11jlnl!;ata1t~\IIIJ><·"· ,t!!e---ef· -~:~-.,fi.i$ ~-;,c~. ,God,'.'(J;.evill'ger ·j>,,·\ll!)' • .8l'e1ler felt that. · uisionary, or prophet as well? 

·<?.'.·:~.;-.-;-:-_:::·:,:;·,·:·:··:,·,-'~:~. · .. ·~~'.':·, .... : .. :,,::,.:····: <.:;·.· ··.·:· • .. ,._ . . . ,· ·. ~ 
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·.::~_~iitl!;;i~;tlri~ed,witbin an ordinary protested th.e Shulchan_Arl!kh·,m the ._,, ', , , ,, , __ TQ/i,iiumi.·~ l!f90nds;·iisp~oj,1e's'miitds '""' 
trlltli(tO,I); '<Jiff~~ , fro ii!,_ O_f!" ano~her ;, each ~l!'J •. extract l 

· id ilemi · s'o'!'ethillg. 11ni:<Jue · anii valuable· fro,n -~ : . 
."halaf\hic t~~'i.,, The Maliaral(N .. vot ()~) a 

' . Jii~~~dmj'i+:n.miaaliiy was &uilriin"<> the ' ral!ed ~ll$i those who pasket) fro.i!! $/fi:e; M/sprorf',,• sta~. When Mosht Rabbei~u p~ak Withoui checking the origilllll sources. · e ··:~e111ji,m'~fu; he~eli~he $l!W tho H~venly _ "Ein l'iJayan _elah _mah She 'i!ynav ro'of"; ,. 
''G~µrt 1~1tl9ping forty nfue teasons·for _ p'sak given ~rom m:ondarpources is. a f 

', :· both P111irii1$sion ·and. krohibition. on ritual case of the blind lead mg the blind, ..., ',.· ~sues,'aiii): he .was told ."hinJs_'ru _lechakhmei The abuses feared, .by opponents of to·~·· 
·'.'':'Jis~/i:ef'.'viha64khr!l'.ah k'motam~, "They codification•have neVer been more 1Wident g: · 

• "·· .• ,' .:C' ~vii becri:' ~iii~ th~ wise men oflsrael than in our.era, in wlijcli r•li:i- ,on~ ' 
w/l_s_ alr~~d)' ;- and the dtcilloq is:ihtirs. ~ Ma!iaral lreli,wes summancs ll!ld_ even ErigllBh _ how to _books, 11,,, 
he 1ra<1111p11. ·-that altop:inions l\l"rive<I at by legitimate . and to a lcsse<.degr.ee on ti\e. Mrshnah" 

· ... · , · · ' · , . , · . . · · Berorah; have made:the. Magen Avroham ~ , 
an even_ . e, .. az ,o ~o e.,,- .- . ·--', 
has the ~ for sucl\ relianee- b!;e!I more 
widespt~l(d'. Yet speclfi~ hist~tical ·eras 

. encour ·· · 't · n issues ~ · ~ 

Hamevaser 
;wishes all its readers a . 

'' chag sameakh 



e Orthodox Response 
thr ascshnilfitionists'. t~ca,r ?f'J~op{ffdizin~ their Isrn~i'~_·.suc:cess in_--raising 

s.rnt~ut as -,~qual membe_rs~ df. sode-1y·and ·.and uffecting go',vernment 
thesis p-13ces tP:e .. ie.suJting, need to cori~tantly- prove ctemo-nstratioils_ . .Kranzler 

estahhs-hrnent in a het_t~r patdotism." f P- .5S_lA report ,hY Dr:. graiifyi11!t _f':8:Ults from 
Pinsky for the American Jewi_s}tComuiiimion \Vashington, by -~our hu·nctred- whi~~bearded 

~ __ f;a-:·id .••••.• ,,......... w cin:im»rnmo,s beyor:~·-hs _ nn the Hol<>ea11st:i::ch0Cs the assi~:ttionists_· rnbbiS. Wymri~ 'teUs how .the m_~-~s slem~ 
:: ;jedic:ates hirn.self 10 rhe -rnsk also- stres.:.es :hat the Zior.ist.manuevers thi:-me-. He ~xplains_that t~e upper~dass, _onstrapons _at Ma-d~on ~quare G~~en, 
:;: H_J. Hg_tH the (>(t ff'-r'gotten and during the,war. whkh Kranzler _calls~~- . _ _mem~_rs\~ftheJ.DCwerewiliingtodiHgenti_y -~~ent?e_Jewl_~h~muni_ty_was_stm_unit~ 

- -~:---~~¼n·sp1t:u0·us1~,_- l1ndfi&ii!ffUitforts b1/-:111¢--mispmrea-··pt10ft~v,c'i.Wtnbute0"-01re·ct!y--~ ifillUf:~~-e j\menc~n-:-pi5Iicyl)urnot·'"'oppos:f;-~rly"-ltr-:th~iugglc, _p.~t pressu_.re _ on 
::t: ,1bsenhnH .:onu-n~ii;itv to s:.we- · mum,snrn~m of Israet iL :They. r;e:fosed to enter into any a~tion Roa,sevelCs .closed_ door poH,~. 

,kwrv. .Broth~r\. Hiood, which make distinctive. In· a"-recem lec_ture_;_·so_meo1ie 
. . facts tlelllJl(J: _JIC[alllZ!<:f lw J~l! we 

be a _ than a pr_ophet arid . the·n_ 
hostile- AHied policy to-wafds. rescue as other ,,,q,,cw,.,,.,.,.,c, energy _defer~cd -the_ i-s-_sue to- the great _r3obbis o( 
signifo:ain:·faetors. Within those HmJt~tio~s, rescue _ . _ Wym_an r~lates_ -that . our ge·ncr.iltiOn. Agudath Israel,- which Oilce 
Bauer says. the JDC "'did a great deal- of once- the _Biltm_ore _plan was voted· ih_ and • !ed the Jewish community in Tor:ih-ills})ired 

''(PA58) · Jewish -IC'aders· ·committed themselves to activism ~fiC1J tuf ·bf6th.ern ·cfied frOm 
t AJ(') and vthe'( assoncd differences between Kra·nzier- and , the_ goal _Of_ statehood_, \in'ifrCd action 'by the fires of Etirope, now forbids iheirYeShivoi 

or§am,atwns -,1.nd te-H::; ofthc-npportunities "Bauer lead them. to p--aint vastly different Ar~erican Jewry· was no lqnger .Posslbl_e. from joining with- th_e·-Cqffirrtu_nity at _large-
to S.l\'-t' Jew-s km to their 0,bst::uction ,and an, importifit ChifaCter, .s~ry Re·scue Occupie,hhe _bottom· of:the Zionist's in W_ashillgton .fo save "m;r b~ethren·befo~d 

ptwnttes. · JDC ·repreiema.tive in ·Swit-, agenda, if it_appeared at an. 'the~ln·rn Curtain. l ask,_ if his.to.ry d,oes 
dai-m~ th.it"Turah· ohservauce a ·most charitable Kranzler· himseif'r.ecognii.es that ·not all: iwt-·_&erve_~~S- __ limit~d prophecy, ·o_r Wh_a.t 

,vi:ts the key w- the- ex_rilaiiifojf-h'Ow -·-zron-ists_ igriOred- rescue effoits_. He iiotes use is-it?_ 
swccesc'. The loyal!~· pest .within the fonited the activities of the_:l:3ergson grOup and 
t~1 tht T,.-1:rn.h m<Jdc t_n ~er fot: him: He goes tO-~ er.edits.Rabbi Weissmandfs-dose associated 
i:hc <>ssimi!ationia.t rre-srnre that daimS .again~:f Gt.ti- Fleis.chmanfi,· .. heii-self a· Zfonis-L with 

t>f Arru:Ti-.·an Jews rn p!aee Mayer's hiS refUSa! to answer- .. s.ignificant rescue -work._ ·Beia Y..a"so, a 
ndore of their frliow · Rabbi \VeissmandFs plea to ~ave SloVakiall pr~essoTof-General_ History 3tthe ~n'iVersity 

~n f urope, expfa-if1:s that Jewry .. K.ranzler, "flOwever, castigates M?,yef- . (?f_H,aifa, reluctantly Cor_robora:te(i the-.char_ge 
-"---- --4":-+.,..Jt-4i..,_~-~~-~~"""mw'™'4'""w~1<.vi;;d,~~-$0~<>ttit,;-

sav,ng ;_;f hves. and the responsibility im.iifference to_ E-urop~an Jewry .. -lle teUs ' Yi.shµv ieadets: for thefr indifference in 
the of Mayer's arrest ~f -Recha StembUch.~ a ~ savi_ng t_bi:;Ta}~llmdic Jews.ofE&StefU Europe, 

relig:iGus.-re-Scue- -acti.\4st •. a,nd:.of.-iww --he- -..'!(.ago....attest5Uhat Be11-.G-.~riorts_.top_ prioritjl--
retim1ed illegal refu_gtes to Fr~ce. (Gerhart lay with ·the_ OUildirtg -~f the_ Yistiuv_ ·.an_d 
M. Reigner. Nazi Era" Jewish Lea""'5hip that the leaders in Eretz Yim«:l failed. to 
Omiug the flfaii era:, ed. Braham) seems fully exploit_ the rescue oppornt.riitie·s 
to vindicate K.ranzler's version.- tt'"e".sj)eaks p'i::esente-d. to them. Altho.ugh-this-indiCtfoent 
of Saly· Mayer's failure-10-vo~his oJ,joctiOn of the Zionist' !e.ader( exp bins Agudat_h-
10 ·.swiss immigratio.n pohcy_-even· when Yhfrae!'s opj,ositiO.n fo. th.e' istabI~shment 
the majorily of the Swiss public vehetilenlly of !he State ;,f -farnel in /948, ·the.narrative 
p,u,,.o,w.p,ouc, acknowledg,;s that .a ,;ea! o(the )ewisll S\nlggle ~µ;fog tl1dfol.Qfaust 

could -have been made had- 'more }tSdf. p~m,;id~s eloqU.e_nt-.tC:stiinony to the 
fondsbeench.armeied-to-Rabcyi WeissnUUidl's .. need fot a Jew.ish-_State, It-is not dear 

pia.r:1.n;;'J for a po::;t-wa( state, the- Prthodox .t:ffort-s. whether ·fl more cOncer~-. ®d dedi~ated 
Jews from· present danger. · ·David Wyman •. author. of the Abaooon- effort ·on beh4lf of in!luenlial · Jews would 

Kranzler asstrts th.it the· medieval men_t of the Jews takes a_ mo_re .obj~ive- ~ave.toOSened Roo~veif~ iight-1.~i,gration 
practice (,f rail'>omiflg Jews, j)icl);o'n sh VuY,iih; stance th_an Baue_r~ pointing a ·criti~ar :fingCF--····_poucy'. Nor· is it clear how, ~nY "Jews -could 
ab~hdone.d. and ·derided the as.simila- at Amencan Jewry. Two ·factyrs .... he says, have"been saved hy successful ransOin-'efforts 
tionists· hut -Util\~e'ci" bY: , OrthodO::t, rnil~tated lfgainst an effective jewJShrespOnse or. where- they wouid h.a~ gone~_ or What 

--- -----~°":ided--'rte-m<aSt,effoctiv:e- rntans of saving duftfij-_ -the-H-oioeatt&t;--lack -of-united action ··- 'guarartree-thefe .. wmlRf:·havc· . been .. agai~13:t 
Euml}e:a,n Jews once the "Fioal Solution" aud the top. priority 2ionis_ts place_d on · S;imilar situ.ilions arising .in the future. 

-post-war goals. He descnbes the. factional lt is clear that. until 1942 tho· Nazis only 

··:w~rs _a~~- th.e ~!rn?H:_H~~t: ?,:_iQ~t--'a!t~!~P~- _ ~~!1t.:~ · t~J--~l:.\li~s __ .out_ ?~-~~~rma_~_Y,_ ~nd _ that 
,,,,1c·.M,A to subven t~tiist-Ziorusts~ ~escue even . after that -they were w1Hing To sf:H 

.~esot_~-~o_n;·which.caHe-d-JOr_~ue-age_ncy the_m; no o~ was· willin·g_to-~a,Ke thein" 
a11d a fav'orable ]$migration· phiky. among 'in .. ln thi& regard,_ the State of israei with 
. neutral natiori~_< Wyman-·goe~ on to describe its Law of _Rf:turn ·has and ·wi.H 4ontinue 
the acoorpplis~Tner:ts of the Bergson group to serve' ih~-~ommandffients of-j;,ikuach 

. .; .... _-___ . ___ , .. _ _ _ ·::--::--1here'cisioAis.t:LJonists-=-i-rlc~ingi1Ub-lic- - ~fesh·-and-pi<jyon-sh:vuJ4lo/t. - ----===-·- ___ _ 

-~----1>-u~d-g,_~~-. -·. ~ te,_i:. o! ·t_ne r,er::wn_en_t al.}.d. awareness a'nd-·_effectivc; -political pressure. Ba:vid ~ranzl~r tells an i~plring story 
~;~a~:v~_toony1ng of ~~1e ~~glJt),lllh Israel~ Wh1l~. WY .. !Ua.ri _r.e.cog_nizes th? vaad pf _rC!Lgious heroes during the -HoloG"aust. 

--.. -!~!1?'.:' 3:~-~·:"'~.?~.~ _.~1~~_'?:Td.J~ig, _to_ rh~ __ d.iar_i_~~- Hat-zalah \r t;ontnbution lw He collvincihgly explains hqW -tbe'observant 
ot Trea,<i.trry Seetttari:-~.e!fr}•-MO'.r~r:fitforn_ community. With its well ofganized .and 

Amenca.~_1 -ppltcy mipr,,ss,on leaders. wou \lnusuai successes 
of this~ ·black ·period· in- .our. histo.ty. 

Di'ivid Kr"anile.r's 

ief.sOn. Po_terttlai 
Jewish group the com~ 
monality of fate that 'binds an Jews r,eOardless 
of their p~fs~-nai convicfions. Th; c~op­
eration hetwe-en the rabbis of the. Va.au 
. Hatzal:ah and-_ the= Bergson_g;"oup is,:an 
in~piring exa~ple of: what can d~vd?P 
whi£n J~ws ioin to save their peoi:,Ie. T9day's 
activists ~n,fiJld iiaspi~ioh- ID' ttie_·_,Ag'u.Minh 

H 

. JeremJ w· er 
Cha baT 

~ for bis 
:first place fb:d.s.h 

·in the 
Tnten;u1tlonal 
Bible -Contest . 

~· ~---_May-hjs~~- -~ 
accomplishment .. 
inspire us aUJo 

rededfoatc 
ourselves 
the study of 

Tanakh 

..---~----. 



ii'[)Ulf7,. 'fv""r· -----------------ti .. \_,1\. 11...J"l-----------------
ting~in. tbeFrocess 

the Talmudic sourc~ ( 
Torah Lr!), deviates ft<>!)!. 
text,.~pl~cillg the words_Mi~:tJ_and 
with Torah Shebichtav and 'l'orah 

... 1...ater p-w.kim also emphasiz-: .-and 
aecentuate the study o!Tahimd. The Sh~lhan 
Amel,( Yoreh Deah246:4)qtiotes Ramba!Jl'• 
statement that only a beginnet .should· ·divide 
his studY-iime; .one who bas mas,tered tanach 
Should· devote· .ail his ·time to 'Talmud: The· 
Ramah( Yoreh Deah Z<lli:4) cites Rabeinu 

Peh respecti-veiy.His'thirQ ca:te_goryis_ Gernara: Tarp that one &uffices with the study of 
a~ i_n_tensive· proce~s. of .derivat_ion and · __ ;falmild {- Bnvli). exdusi_vely because ~t ·fo 
understan(iin:g: ~l,havin dava-r- mefo_eh ·bahtl~ · . -'------
davar;: Rambarri believes that 1p_,e,. distri-

Ne·vel1:helo.ss the ,roncensw; 
T almud-ahove ail oihe-;; 

Rambam( flitchm. Talmud Torah l;l !/ 
d!Jesh 't proVide a reason for aban<loulng 
the,. thrc_ef0:1d distribution method anti 
~opting Talmud a£ the main focus of stlldy. 
The Kesef Ml,im,:; ( Hi/cho, Talmud Torah 
! : ~ l J · suggesls· that more time is· devoted 
to Talmud simply ~a:uee it_ ;equ.in!s morel 

to master than mikrq and mishna, 
is uncompetiing. It fads 

btition applies only. to b'eginnets;. upon - Nol --all· great --Jewish thinkers, agreed :on 
· the .ce~trality of Talmud siudy. Spiritualists, On. e authority( Hakdam.a~ Lemaase mastering the firit _tw_o -PI?rsUli,s :one·_-~houid 

perf0nnaoce,".The lh-n Eua(Yi:sod 
1) cumments. that "., .. fr.,.-.;m Talmud do wt- :::e: 
know ail ·tbe tommamJmerits."' Although g; 
this is <i cogent o})S(".[Y;;tion, Wt" _ ffiU<,{ !'lGtf: m: __ 

_t~fi!- tf'ie ib-n E1.ra bekirt the e>.rstai1c-, . .,,_ 

can d<::vme only three 
to fom hours x day to .study. he .s;hould 
stu<ly-sifrei----psnlt t-tieh·-as- thc-~if, Mmdechat, 

devote all 1,,s time .fo ille theoretical tealro, 'kabbtdtsts,..philos.ophers,:Chasidim and baalei · Aifad} writes. that TalmM study prnvides -----'--Toilmo<lc-c-----------~-"-; m=u~sscea,,._r__,w,,_e~r~•~n~o~t~ne::'c"'e~ss,_,,ae..irrf-cYLC.in,.__.,f,cav~·o"'r~·~o~f- the sttideftt.JN~hallenge. Tulmua. an unadulterated Talmud curriculum: Man's intellect is what- reparatcs him.~frc.oo-m---====-===-"'--' 
in a· similar vein, Maharsha ( A-voda , lsadq.re TwerSk.y" (SWdies in .Jew~sh.La:w animal~. Thus,_ in-order for a pertc.n to elevate 

z,uah 19b) deduces from Avot: ... ".ben and PliilosplJy p207) writes, that for some himse.lf .he should 
~,hah1esh l~mikra., ben· eser lem.ishna ... b.e_"'.~ thirik&rs 40The centrality, un,ve1rsrut11y, (and} pursuits that sharpen A.ccording 
chamesh esreh_ le Talmud" ~hat despite indit;pens·abili~y.·of'-T~lmudism readily to thi.:f au~bority, Talmud_ is certainly a 
the Talmud's cOmrn:2.nd• a pei$On sliOuid recoguized,but hierarchiat -superiority is fine t0o! {or sharpeni~g the mind. But 
devote himse_lf _from age fifteen 'almost~ ri'gOroUsl}'·- rese~ed · fo~. a meta-h_alakhic one coilid adroitly argue that 
enti_r~I_:{ to 1'al-mud sti.idy: Only_ a smitH preoccllpat.io-n.~_' Ram_bam himself ill_ the phit0scphy, math or science are 
amoqnt- Of ·time should be spent ·-stw:iying · Guitft tO the __ .PerpleX~ (111:5_1) -Writes-that rigorous. Hence. this autho_rity stresses 
inikr..a and mishna daily~ Parshat korba'noi in. order to app_roach Qod -one· _must that it is. al_-so essentiai that On!! develop 
and mishna ayzehu mekom,m 5uffic-e. _ '"speculate concefni_ng the fundamental a. love for· mitzVoi. Part of developing a 
-·\_ The , Murdeehai ( · Kiddushi1~ · J_0h). also principles oi· reiigi_on" in a!Jdition to studying_ true- love for the mitzvot -is understanding 
m,ts for a less literal interpretation of the- ·the .. !aw: Rambam's point· gr&nts· that 'if them., and this comprehension can only 
ialmudic teX:t. He derives from le.oltiin one's Talmud hidudes ·silch discussions stem from the study of Talmud. lnreUecH.t/ti 

- - }'fahalesh -(loc. __ cit) .that onf" s_h0utd ~ead One- need not '!Um to other sources of study. challenge and d\>ekut bahashem &re·certainly 
the korbanos.eyzehu ~·'kom~n and t.Jmi.dOt Although many J)oskim suggest ronren- added -benefits from Talmud study. but 
deR~bi_ Yishrnae_l daily, but -spend the rest tration on Talmud study,_ pro.ficie_nc-y in they' a.re like dessert. not the entree. __________ QfJJis_lll.Rdeammg_Tulmu.d,,__._. ___ .. -_, -----·-"i;fuima-«11d'-fan,rctnlre !!ie-·obvious·"co~ Dr_ Chaim Si:ifovdtduk (as. quote,d,y 

--Rabeinu Tam { .TosafO"t A-vodtlh Zara if-not 'pre-requisites. J. B~eler (ill HA J. Bieler in HA Convention CoHoq.UVJ.m 
I9b and Sanhedrin 24a}-aisfffi'nds Tahi\Ud Conve~tfon CoHequium. on -Teaching · on Teaching TaimUct to Worrien; i~ T~,a 
the .essence of the--:Jewish--c-Hfficu..4.!m" but Talmud t0 Women"" in Ten -Dafat Vot H Da'at Vol. H no. 2· p. 19) asserts that 
hases -niS c~n~1usiorl. _on a passage in. no, 2 p, !9}guotes Rabbi Herschel Schachter "fami-Harity with Gemara ~Hows entree 
Sm1hedrin (24a) Which .defines -Bavtf""as that,~educatiou-heaviJy weighted in 10nach~ into traditional Judaism# because dass~-al 
.. blufilh b'mikta. blui.ah -b'mishrta; blulah Dinim,-and H-ashkefa"_is 'mor~ flmdamenta! JeWis~ Writing_ is written in thi style of 
b 'uilmud',,_._ · Rabeinlr" Tam "conirnentS that ani· appropriate _as a~ infroduct-ipn to the Geffiira: more impo~tly, true Talmud 
"those who study Talmud ·Ba-vii need -:no~ Ju<l;c;i8tn.-- thi:m' exclusive Tatmµd study. He learning ·~trains the mind to rigorously 
e;ictlyely 'di-Vide J.heir· ·study time b~_t-we"en maintains, tfr accordance· witb the lvf-ish.'na foHhw an ~rgumern.~ draw correct in.fer:­
l1UJ;;ra,_-Mishna, a·nd Talinud, ~ Talmud jri A,vot~ that Talmud study should ~gin en.cts,and devd-Op inductive ·re_asoning i.n 

He da.frr,.,s that Rab-cinu 
tfi.at nne :,houid study only 

Taitnud refers to a· ~r.;un who learn~ nir,..e 
hours a day m more, and thus. h_as more 
of au .opportunity tO gkan in!l"ights frorn 
th,-:;; l .Umud. -

It is dll1i:cuit w argue for the ~entra.li~y 
of Talmud study simply b-e.ca.-u/ie' . .it p.r.ovides: 
practic.al for everyday pra..r.tic.e 
Perhaps -T\li,'t'tsky referring w a deeper 
idea that )r.1Sot,ove:itcn,k allud;:d to as 
1%ell study is importa.nt becau~ 
it provides the:.>tudent With a.r:i. undcrs.tanding 
of the rutlachic -process. B) Sim.ply srndying 
a code._of laws. one cannot tbc 
~rat, _ 

, every 
into thinking thit halakha is simp!y arbit;-ru-y _ 

i!ltp the halaciUi: ,;ystem, 
including him in the decision making process. , 
EXpOserl to $,e ma..riy disegre,:metHs th.-it 
exist in halachah~ 
balachart is not 0!1e::<11i:ru::ns19na1. 
this greater involvement in the halakhit 
sys~ a person can truly gro-w w understa.'ld 
2nd !ove shm.ifat harnitivot 

g king 
_by. OavM-_ Glatt of· life1 B'n.ei YiSrtJel understo'od mentation _of the de-e.ision. Rav Solovetithlk them. fo uttering n«'aseh first, .Benti Yisraei 

acted ange!i.caliy. 
-The Tahm .. t<l on Shabfxu 88a also records 

that th-e angels awarded two 
isrnd--·- one for na. 'aseh 

The· -~d:ent Of _Shav.upt- -brings ·_·to_ -_~i~d ·retatiOiiShip witl'L G~d -entailed .,,, . .,,,,,.- - bclieves :ifiat· the ratzon elyOn transcends 
the· two w_ords __ uu~red by' Bem:i __ Jisrqel -~:di_e primary !eve+Of association, Th;ei-r the Hmited· focus of ratzon tachtim, 'h-hich 
that:embodY: nre--very es_seoce_ Of __ .. th~_:_~?iiday: decl~ation "1'a:s .riot a negation.or rllminuti-oo concerns itself onlv wi.th_. th~ obvious, the 

_ ·When .iilosh~ _-Sa~beinu. __ e:~nyey_ed,_to-_d1e .Of.th~ -iffiportarice of u_ndersfanding_ bm. fa_ctlla!; the measu~ble. The" rmzo!! eiyO'n_,_ 
Jewi_sh .peppk". G.:.d"'s;.:-offer to present _them - ratheq1 correct·cornpr-ehension that Hashem in contr~st, · strive.s t~w~rd.s thc __ spiritua!, ln- Rav Soloveil<"'.fok~s. 

, with• the Torah, they replied ''na'aseh ve-- desin;d a.pledge of deed. cor.-esp,mded rar.,o,, e,Jwn \he second ni!:lhma-'"''~~ will dq and .we:wiH list~~- Rllv SOloveitchik further cl.arifi¢s_na'aseh na·Cseh---the Primary !hrnst of . w nuzor1. tad1to;L He emphasizes th:n ~ .P.e_0:pk_9fJ.~n· .im~.tP.rtI Jhjs ... t?"J;'Sf:ll!I_t _Vfiiii}i.ilfi-.-_ 't,·y ex:aillliii~g~:"the_ -~p_i_ri_t,ua! CO:tAmitm,e_nt----::!l{}Waj _from __ qtuch nishma-a~th"e secondary lt:v~t- uf ration-al--; . . POWerf~,~iaie~e'n~ . .as- a declaratfon_of_l,Hn(t _ reservoir from which the Jews drew ~o more rhan blind faith. h <lrew upon ·tbe __ -unders_tarn.i_iog:~---aJso _plav~<l- a--r--{)_i_~ ___ at HaL_ ~,.---- 1_,~ili:~ws-_toRr·ct:a:~-T~:r-:-~~~~~---~m:a~e·.Jnetr-- ~_i.1mm:itmcUt:---ttrrurnsw·the- ufatu:in.a1 DUt pmffiiut-·vi·siurr-nf·7"fli::'ow Sinai. The Jew!s d.id not di~rega.r<l their r_:·,_, _h~,-~·-_word .. rega~dfo~.s-_··OFV(hedier ~ne_!{_.-_-zo_nai~_-for an_·-e·xplanat~on _of the __ two e/von.- Benei Yisrae{intUitivelv Understood reason: rather. they transcCnde~ it-with un.derst.o. od ... :Hi(.T.tasonin. g· --because -t. bey com.nonen.ts inherent- in ma. n's· wiH -- t-he that by aci:eptifig tk-Torhli they: were binding r - a. ·1eap of faith, prnpelied by th~ n::.1.-:on belieY¢d __ a_n_(f_tftl_st~ . .in :Him._ '.But rills_ view twod,riving·rorcesbehin~nall~h-ve-nishma." themselves to deed rather than eiyon. UHqm:stiomd)lJ~ rationality m1,1st ~ oblivious ___ to_: the.depth .of .their_ statem(::"nt Ka~tndah reco_gi:1iles. a high'er-lower wm~, Theh commitment stemmed_ from reiiiforCC- the radi,;l.\I decisions of the- higher 

-

.a.nd·. to !he tmpetus behind it. Aft_ITT:, .'AU, rarzon_ e{t-·on and-.ratzon tacht_o:1_. Jhe fower: ,-deeper __ than the iiltellea, and_· i~~r.efore wm-. 
·-·-·-·-~ow .. c_~n ·on·f>_ta!-~- o . .(·bli.n.d fuith-0t-flw: wifl is pf~L-_-pragmat-ic .anaJyticaf· -1:~teQ a stronger more sruntuaHy- _- _ -~·~·c,.=cc--~. ~r-c---=· -=c-c-~==c-----------i , S n Of h J a G "' h , ·1 · · · II T1.. ·1 • h ·11 -o,.·,v·H-;..1 ::,·.0 .. ;.,·1,.,.--- -.·· ... ~s cxpumat1,vn ot.·n,aa.reh-_ w:-rn~~:hn .. w . i."".'··_ ,_ :.CO:~rse t_ ~ ew.s -.. trus.t~~ ~u. Le: cai<:U atmg HU.e ect. .ue .. 11.1g .er w1 · •H '"cu:· m ... They had-·witnessed the parting of the Rett, acts· spontaneoUSiy~ on· ti1C b3Sls Of iQte_ntal The Talmud (Shabfmt 88a) recogni1.es dis~ls the notion that hr3.ti .acted as -"know· S_eajust" six. w~ks_.be,fo~harid! and unknowable .spiritual drives. h_ rendt!rs the profundity of the Jews· declaration. nothmgs .. ·---that ~hey 1c~omrrut~etl thi:m,;dves Rathi!r. na"ase~ venis.h/1?a' reveals gfcat the majp_r ,;lecisions in man·S life, promptied h relates that after Israel answered na'aseh w .a c~vena°:t w,thout krrowrng \,..·bat tht-:v in~igJlt _an_g_ up.derst~niji~~.~Hash~ whe_n hy .an iflnef ·vision .... arr insight of the pmt Ys.nis}t.ma.: a bar kol 1.,-ried out -~ho revealed wen: doing. True, 1h.ey d:d not yet He-initiate:d Brit Sinai~ wanted a commitment of man most dQs.eiy ref~d to HashCrrF-- the. secret of the angels -to .Benai Yisr-ae!r" comprehend the derads of &·il Sinai. not· .merel}'. of _belief ·out of action, .. Rav _ t_he t,zelem _'E/okfrn. _._ Aftefthe_ hig~er will_ The- angels, clearly closer to G-d Ulan man. But they int11ifr/Cly with the utmost .Yosef Dov- Sol0vt;itChi-k explajns that Jhe · makes its sudden and bold_ decision, the know instinctively to perlorm ijis commands what they choosing-- ' ,,~t'l".iJ:;ovenant .!l~~!!'J<!ei( ~ ,pe_c\f,,_ 'J(\IY ·:l<>,\<<t will. clarif';.,s :11ad plans. tne:.Jmpli,- !ind only afterwards' tfy sio eonr;,rnhend 
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·•shavuet By Any 
~. By '\'it-icWik Blau the- word ··cha.ta!'' (sin-vff1frina) is absent h:sRosh Chodesh. ·PrioFTo israei's reception 
~ Cheesecake, rht Rook ot Ruth, learoing·~- tuthc~o.1ito:1,-,fthesacrificiali.idofSht;s,vu.0i of the Torah ~ame a message fn:uµ- God 
_,; ail night. W~ uileajum:ble Yurn Tov':i. lrDagt,, 21:s a :ekhut rOr accepting the Torah, Hut regarding the role: of kfal yisrati, a warning 

forge-tting tha.l whi)~ some an:: iategrni pans while this. indicates thar a tradition that ag,ain~t· touching !he mountain and at least 
of the fe;;fr,,a! .. others n•·flect tusto-rr-1s of. maum Torah Ut\:ttrfC:d of! Shavuot existed, two days of purification. Thus neither Rav' 

~ !.:i~e-r ori!trL ·Tradition view:>; Shavtto! a-s tbc kid brought Ofl Shavuot was certainly Yose's view (s,iVcnth of Sinm) nor the 
:n a·ci)mm.emuLa,.t.ioo-··:·1'"f.:-m4rta.n· ToTah. ~a haim_. as were its counterµa.rts on Pesach Raban'an's. (sixth 'of Sivan} cOnfhct whh 
: H0-we\~r. s.t:hu!ars ~·tie ~h~ absence ,;f Q_ny and Sukot; the Yeru,!ihalmi was merely the ~imple i·eading of the text. 
~ f;;'ferenet: ~, such an interp,rctaiion tl'1 Phild l'.'Xpre!l.:i:inj re-vcrence'for the.'hmih. The MiJttn A vYaharn (Orakh Chay.:ifn 

~----~-· _._n.d.__l_o.1~.IS........C:".i..dc.ncc._!hat .-SlLJa,.u..oL~~--.Ec11tiv.a.l piayers ~re also.indicative of 494:3), questioiling the traditional vie•.¥, 
:c ·,,r~.origi.ridyanAgriculturai·hoHdliy. When _each chag's. particula-r nature-, Z'man claims that Rav Yose's opinion leads ·to 

the iiliJii:.-ultura.1. ·m·otif ios_t its s_ignifieanc:c dw.irwa.iriu rcfates n1.?t '?n)y __ so_niet_~_i~g __ thal the .conclusion that mman. a:nd 
for rh~ penpfo, mauan Torah was arlopwd occurred on-P?sach bufa1So the ver}' essence - -Shavuot occured on different __ days_. 
as the th.:me for Sfw.i,,-uvt, . of Pesa,:31. Sim,ilariy, the ·Rambam and have poh_1ted 'out the Simple- obj-ection · to. 

~with God, the Jewish people reached their 
-spiritual apex. ' 

Th~ tradition.al view of Shavuot as the 
time of n~atan T orif.h cenainlr exist_ed. in 
Talmudic time5, and du:ie iii no clear evidence 

.. .of a dissenting opinion. ln any ca.<Je, Shavuot 
gives llS. the chance to expru1 our joy at 
servin&, understanding and · commtnLicating 
with God through the.medium of Torah. 

The-Torah refers w c\llavuo1 a.,;. the harvest Tur have ··z·man ma tan torntemu as. the hrn que~tion. 'iTiesixrtr7Jf"'Stva,rtl!>lrn-r---~-----_,,,,...._ __ ~----jr---s 
festival, j.,om ha~bikkurim and the festival . correct wording of the Shavu _ _ot prayer. inherent significance; Shavuot falls fifty R • 
of weeks.. but not one¢ mtmiQ.nS.<\,~.;:;,nn_ectio_n However, the earliest ~ource on this topic da}'s after the korban haOmer and could , . ev.1ew~ 
¼1th matwn. ToNlh. Abravanel (on Leviticus {Ma.u·M.·hl!t Sofrim -19:-4)-has J,he text "chag be-on the fifth or seventh of Sivan as weH. -
23} ex!)iains· that Shm,uot actually com~ haShavuor ha:eh" withou.'t any nO-tic'e of His second questioo is not as easily dealt 
me:morates the harves1.; the revehuiou at maum Torah. with. The Talmud (Shabbat 86a) says tfon 
Sinai ·happened to take place on t.¾.e day Rav Dovid Zvi Hoffman in his com- the Jews left Egypt ·qn a Thlli-.sday and 
;1,et_fo.r th.e,·holid3.y. J-fiS conten:iporary, m.entary ~:m ''Leviticus"\pp. 158~J68) brings rCceiwd the Torah on /J"habbat. !f the first 
Yitzchak. Arn ma (Medst Yibdl&t on num.e_rnus pru-0fs of ,runan Torah,'s day of the count W--dS a Friday, tne· Shabbat 
En-rot).arguesthatmota,~Torahisartintegral corme-ction tO Shdvuol, two of which are 'of maum Totah was the fifty-first day and 
pan. of Sha't-1.i.Ol. The Torah dwse not- to particl!iar!y note·'Northy. Parashart hachagim not Shavuot. 
convey this expr~sly to indicate that TOrah in Emor disCU!_;loC~ Pesach and Shavuot Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliner (Chapter 46) says 
cannot be Hmited ·to· a particular day but in a single- unit, indicating a relationship that maian Torah was on a Friday; our 
rather Iiloit nc·a co~tin_uou!$ pr~.ss. between them. 5<'/irat Hamner manifests~- tradhi,on may be · based an this view._ 

Stvc..ra! rabbinic sources ~em to support this theme, The' traditional view sets However, the central. source discussing 
Arn ma's vi~w. One· opinimi On ,'i,fegill• ac~ptance of the Torah as the cuh:n.ination the date of Reveiatiori stems to di:ny ii: 
maintai.i.1:s- th:it the kr(ra fbr Shtn,unr it of the formation of am yisrael begun at con~ection between Shavu,M and maran 
"btl1..·hoditshhash/.uhi-,tnepara.shatiiscuss1ag the£xodw;:, Asa purely-agricultural festival, Torah Rav Goren in his Torm HaA1oiulim 

_________ wtllJfJtL I.iJLali,...E:;en_mo.,uµ,mi® J.hat 1ht,. __ .sha.v=.~- ru> . .guater...c.annecti~.-usei.-..._~µ.~Ja}..u~-­
kt,iya--~- "shiv-a shavUo(' bditves i..hm the Pesach than Sukoi; " . with this. The Talmud {A.Z. 3a) rt'."iates 

haftara is Habakkuk 3. which deals with Secondly, the Torah considers the three a deal God made with the sixth day of 
J. gatbering of Jews at Sfoai. Presumably, pilgriinage fesiivais as p.araHel, a!wa:ys Sivan that made man's continued existence 
the ob!igaryry kripi reflects the nature mentioning the three to~ether. Jutt as P-i!sach dependant ·on yisraef:,. accep.rance of the 
of the d.ay w which il is assigned. Every Jnd Sukot have hi.storii::ai as weH as Torah. to,,1/01 points ·out that as·rne sixth 
.kr(wi of Yorn Tov othenhan th.at o-f Sh,1.vuo1 agricultural 8ignificaoce, ·so should· Shavuot. is a meaningless day for Rabbi Y ooe, matan 
~ither rtlers d.ir~!y-or is thematicaHy related Rav Hoffman. ex.plains that the !acli:: of To.rah must haVe been .planned frfr a day 
l Va.shem pakad to Rosh HaShana) to iu; mit1.vo1 •~fleeting this the~e- (e.-g.-- ni"RtZah earlier than ,it actually took place; a day 
hag. or _~-'.thi~·af suk.k.aJ-1) stems _from the inability w'ent by without any communication with 

R:tbbi Eiiezef (P:wichi.m 98b) stai:es that to rcpresCnt"receiving the Torah via mundane" God to allow rhe peop}e a chance t~ ·rest 
all agh:e t_bat Shavt1·01. -as the_ co.n:unem- symbols. from their journey. Thus matan Torah 
nration of mmwn Torah_ h-as a.n_ a-meet While some wurces s-upportthe traditional was actuaily -planned for -the fiftieth day 
o,f "t.1khem·. -~1,~_~_J_1!.'!f· __ r_-eq,irc:, ea~in6 view, we can well ask if ma.tan Torah actually of the omer, Shavuot, Rav Goren~s answer 
and -drinking for slmcha; Yom tu,:. h tells took place on Shavuot. No specific~ date i& not very satisfying; historical significance 
us not how to spend our ·1,at but rather i~ ,recorded for it in the Torah bevond is based on actual occurrences, not what 
hmv tQ accomphsh .simfhat YOm_;ov. Only the fact that their arrival at .Sinai \ook should have been. 
things inherently sign\ficant w the hag piace"bachodesh ha,rhdi.Jhi._..b'yom hazeft'' ~av Hirsch expfains that on Shavuot 
would affe-._-:t this requiremcnL (Exodus 19:f). But even th<?sc who pride we ¢debrate not the receiving of the 'f-orah 

As A.haronim hav~ tried. to prove: the th~rn1elvt~ on theoi-- adherence to pshat but. rather thee nation's worthiness to-receive 
traditional vi-ew of 5'havuqt from Yer-,.,;.shalmi {Shad al and Cas·suno) agree with the iL Folh;>wing. tratel through the desert, 
Rosh ifaShrinah (4:8), which states that Talmud'<; {Shabbat 86a) of ''b'.rom hazeh" days of purification and communication 

E 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
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