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To the Editor: 

__ 13yj~~,>lvi~g_lii_mselfin _a_publ_ic.disc""8ion 
of issues which lie at ,he very heart of our 
commitm~nt to ha!JJkha a.~<) Judl\ispi, Rabbl 

· Lamm has confronted the ·most difficult 
auenuna faced by Orthodoxy 11:tls cent!),y. 
The responses to nis address at the Fifth 
_Avenue Synagoglle''lli:w~ unquestionably 
generated . more. heat tlian light. Lurking 
behind the wildly intemperate prose.published 
recently in the.kwisli 011oe,m- is a "hashk.afic" 
problem. which we should: take serious!}\ that 
of !egitimatloti.'; i_e_ to _what'· degree out 
dialogue with non-Orthodox'.Rabbinicbodies 
implies a de' facto kgitima~ oftnose·bodies 
·and their beliefs. · 

JONATHAN.REISS. 

\Virile the recent dialogue has done a great 
deal to· help combat these_ misconceptions, 
:there.: is. much, damage,.remaini!ll!- to lle-.-­
undone. The edito,ia! writers of Agndat 
Israel's magaiine.Coalilioo have ,aken note of 
th~ anti-Othodox· prop~ganda and have ~ 
responded vocifetoU$1y .by asserting that 
anyooo halakhicall)t.converted Qr born of a 
Jewish mothei- is fully Jewish and deserves our 
love and concern. For this' I Commen<l: th~m.,, 
but.how many.Reform)ews or even j<.eform 
rabbis read Coalition? Yet when Dr. Lamtl) 
delivered the same mess~ge in person and· 
natio~ally publicize,£ it, he was atta<;ked in· 
Ierms which: in truth, would disgrace mis 
publication were they recounted here. The 
masses of Reform and .Co~erva#v:e JC~s ~e r-:...] 
reachable throug_h_ their · leaders and . their , , 

lt has been my experience almost without publications. While they ,do not question the ·1 
. exception th11t 'non,Orthodox Jews do .not legitimacy of their Rabbinic leaders'. they do- , 

assume tht we leg,t,mate then rablnnic. _queshonwhC!herOrthodoxyhasanyinessage J 
. leadership m any way, by any action They or meaning for them a.t all. - · 1 see. . ks· ·photo· g· l"aphs· have been the victims, in the ReforlJl · · • _;!! 

. . . ' . . . IF . . . . . move!ll<nt especially. of what may almost be Rabbi Lamm 'scritics are concerned about l 
caHed an intentional disinformat_ion cain- overstepp~ng the. bounds of ·wha~· mi~ht I On. , ;th·e· .· SU t of pa_ign ,designed to coilvince: th.em that Cons!_it-:ite impiied -'rec.ogniti0t:" ~ in ofd~r to :1 

· · · ·: · · · . . : . .Orthodoxy h0s aln:ady deuied'tbeir ,status~~; wil'/·om, oai,-o ~ 
Reb. ·be. ~ ,. id. Rel' ·: t· • ., 'Jews. The_purpose of this is obvious; the tq.,at is worse --th~f-non-coni:ffiitted: Jews are ·_.-1 .•.. ·., .· ',,. 18 m · .. - •. • a ions- ·"·Reformleaderslffp wisnesfo·convfnceifs--notJewisfiandnotwoitliexj,eru.lmgresour:.. ·"1. 

meu:ibershi~ .that. the - r«:eijt. decision on ~ on .. ~t ine.v~ry c?i"e ot our.i:~nim1t~nt 
,I · · · ·1· he. · · · · f · · · · t patntineal descent will not be responsible for tn .Ortlioooxy alld .Jewish ·destiny· slioiild 1 ,or: · .. ·.'cover O our ne~ precipitatinga·oplidntbdewishpeople,sincc standourcoonmitlllenlfotheseJews.Apo1ic)i. .., 

us tar as U.rthodo\.-:y,· ~s cprieerned .they· are . of "'no di!U0gue, no r~ogll;itiori", Slifoiy, wilt J l---' ---· -· __ · __ 115· . s· ~u~·.~e'=---------~--+ .... ..,, .... ,~·e"'a"'y'-n~o~,-... 1~i:w=,.-¾-f,-.,e1nmwsc. -ttntt~e='.J"•ITWITT, (msJa-_1-rf~-ea~h~he~~q:d wtll only servetorenilorce ' 

:.. . 
. II . . .. apartheid" (Haro)d Jlchu!wei,, ::.l;ewish their W()rnt miscon,:eptions about the irrele- Ji 

Apa,1.hcid', ~ Dec. 19&5 P; 21). and vanceofOrthodoxy. Thefacti~that·dialogue j 
lf1";,,,.,_ , , . more explicit_,st~ements such-as ''They are. withnot~y~t".'"r~li~iousJewsistheoniypath.to , ,i wn,facf_ trying to.· read. rne·out of Judaism. by <:l. ecid.in. g. co. nvince t.h~~_t~ ret~_!'n to .. Ort. h-"_~:r1_.~~-~----~ -_~ .• 

~oTsiiiTcw"(Afeiaiii:!er--Scmndfe~ctaiigers from !fi!plied recognition pale when . . - . 4 

(.:9.· I.~· • .. s· . . -1·"'>-f. 6J·c. more_Jew', TllMS De<; l985), when.uttered compared tothebtnefitsofdialogue. ] 
~ ..;,. I liy-.maj leaders of_ noo--halakruc movements 

reinf ce the canard that Orthodm,y has Michael liroyde 
y rejectetj. them as individuals. R!ETS '89 



. . 
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done ·SU.ch: and such; I .. r6gTet-_ ;ny· actiO~$ arid 
affi as-h;mied _of rhCm. and wiJ.I nr:vertetum to 
t"liiS _ t.fting>- The -Preserice :or' shame. in thiS 
coptitXt ,}s-someWhat. puzzling. _ Where_ do~s: it 
-~?me fi~ri1 ~?~-:,~hat-~s its-&ign~ficance"? In ihe 

-- seventhcnapter ofHilklwt T'.,huvah-M,Jmoc 
ni(ie-S .Write"s·.thaf whefl a- baa( is 
embarrassed ·and ashamed. of his his 
_mefit· .IS multlpli.ed_ .amr h~_ s,piyitu_at level if; 
ri!ised. Rab.bei_nu, Yonah_ and; ~faharal -both 

frag-wi;rn:s a_re, him·and whic[j-som~one else 
Thus 'through shame he attains 
from God by" identifying with 
«-explaining away..,1h_e bad as having stt:mmed 

· from an -a!ien source. 

When' the mari-:God -relatiofiship ls 
properly established. the self is 
the n_on-~C:ifnever completely di.sapr.ears, The 

-·---c'---,-J!yfflletF~nnlI ._ ...... -•.· ..•. · _ .. ·· ·.· •· •.• -.. · .. 
Gideon'ir-cOllstCra.tion _aia sa.vjor .of ·i~raei -in{tize ·d1-e- sarrie lw9 · aggadot ·_to ei!}ta.in this thlsd'rush to the·p~rase;"His son tJ_ide0n ( was 

JJudgcs: 6.r seerris u:t' first glance_ a-·· tfltner -di_fl'tcU1ty. -the two images .. of Gideon- they thefl- be.ating out th;;; wheatr (-s;::t.rnnce U}. In 
ordin;1ry story;_ Go_d ap"_pQi_niii h_im-arip·-as.su:ch develop· directly oppose each° other. Rillihfs Citation the angel's praise {.)f Gideor, is 
~~p_Ointe:'ef do ... ·1hroughOut -·.th¢_ --Bible_ ·~~f_ Ri:vhonim coi,nmentirig _on Sanhedrin conspicuously lacking. -
· M-os,s~, Saul, Jeremiahfhe- t-nes }o_ shirk the disagree ~s to whether the po'siti_On of_ shofot Rada:K'· cites .a second midraJk which cl.aims 
fast_ ~ia:--:~ '.'reaso.11,aPi_e:_ hCsi~ati_°-n._"'; _!~ut 'i-h_e. .e~t8bHshed in I~e.uter~lnOmi· I6:f& e;onveys _ a that' .t~e interchange. took 

.c.d,~11<:Lq:ualities ~Lthe.ta!ebecome.,apparent --~:personal halakhic. stat'-"',-wim,i.gaw~-1 ~ .t,ighl-o~""'' GidWA, 
through a-Workt bf subliminal messages .. In (he;. purely functional. ThF;..mad1~oket here as angel, .. Where are aU His wonde:rous deeds 
addit-im1-_10._ these t@_~t__ua!--mess.#g~\~as;hi and to·_ .the ·charac(er of Gideon. the- historical aboui which our fitthers told us, saying, ·Tnily 

• R._i:t~ak_- qu_ote _ two'._ 4-'rashor --on.- :th"e .focal jtid.ge'~- si:enlS:tt;.-paran~l. t-he--genera]-_dlsagree- the Lord brolight us ti? , w:1s 
S.91\t:c:rice_s·:Oft~e_Co~s-ecralio_-rn~fu~ati_~(--l _ _l:-_l-4) m~nt in.Sanhedrin. ln-Rasni_'s reco~truction refering specifiCaHy to the father 
tade-n, wilh ailuslons -which·· foreshado¼ of -th_.e_si;Cna'Ho._ Gi(f'e'on is. meidy a_n instrn- had t.ol!,i·him of the night before at thE se,fer a·src~ts· ·.of: tlJ_c· _S!{)~_Y ·:~nif: __ ~nh_~nG:e- ('Ur . menf of {iO(fusCd'.for the battle; Gide·on. as a (B'!zait ·AfiAJitzr_ayim, P~alm I 14j 
u_n'der~ta~4 __ ing o_f _ _Gtdeofi)~- ch~r_acier .. ·1\1ore:.. ~n_i~_ue.fig?re, __ is notp~~-tit,Ui~fly-signffi~_a_nt._t __ Q . Gideon to aCCnsing!y. ponder in the 
oy~r, __ thor9ugl):, a~µ:1y~~'.\- of -~h.e: ,<lifference;5 'the·vi~t,;}fy;Rad;,r~S-fol1nu1alio'n, on.the other ' __ anget':; ·'ff our ance-swrs. ,were 
_be_t_we:~n _ ~-a~.h_i\ ~-fi_~-; Radak_'s _:versions,'pf the h!~-d:~-.,mak~~_-:Gid_~~-n _~: ket_factor. X:Jidt;oh ~s ri!;hte(ms, ·Sfn.d· us .miri';<.-ies in thdr mtrlt: lf 
11 ((lshor. r:_ve~l~, a-t~y.~\Y~-~nc~ in_. tire:icvie_~~-- dee~s an1.t trn.: 0.veraH: cha'racter -qualify: him they w_~rewicked~ as. ),'ou wrought mirad6 on 
of;_G_i{icop,,:-~nd-:.,Ms .. poH_ti~a.1-mii~t~.rY: _nile; ·:a· ... ¢~_?rii{tly-~_-l_~a_der. :M~~p-~n .• JiiS- pe~onal~ .. iheit ·so-do foe us." 
diyerge~ ·-which: .i_i.lurni_n~~($ ti¢-_ pa_ssage.s i~y_ is_ .. s~~~l1:filety. _i11,. -~11-ne·:wtth the spe'Clfic" -instead counter-Charging 'Gideon or 

'f!!Ui1)'-_nje_a_nmg$·.; ;p:utPns~ of _Jfilkh(met-t;J_frlya/'J_. GOO responds with penetrating-.prals.c 
"('::./f fl .ft~ge/c.>f't.hf: l_(Kf_'2!t:it:_ilr11s~t,f-~q__i T~~- 'd·\~11~.t~. ~t-v._ot,~ rm thC, t6:t-u'ar-am·h1Sui~ unrledying ·sitppositi-on, 

?he:: fr!'_'.~bi~1th-_:i~:·-_r/phr~1;_. ;;f~tft_.-_b_.~l~>rl,~e~i_.r'.1 t_jes ;')f yetses J~; ~:d' _I 6_: !.~averse 14-God sayj, dedafCs "'On your--TH'e! ·sinreYou 
J?rsh-,tl~e_,~_bie,zt:it~; /tis i_Dn_:.6)1"'.~?>_~"a/i'fhe_n ,··:G_o in·.ttiis Stf~ngth_-ofyO~~ aq? deliver tsn~el my_Children w he .i_nnoce_n~:you-art worthy for 
bf~_r(ng..out_?1::h<Jl_r_ilis~de-q_:iyinf!p_Y-e_s!-lrt'._.or_der · f~9:m t~e-~·idyani_tes, lJif!.1!wi_th;h'1a~eyou My me to speak w_ifh you."(God's 

:_:tu-_f(eep·if_'.st1Ji?_fr:o~rJ_:1~~:- ·,f!-{ilyt;_nit~s: __ ·._.1,1_,_· __ -fhr - ~~~~ger-,,~_---»h?_hoshl!f(l_" -.a~d_- _deliver, _tn4y revea_h his Own pr~umpt_lon) 
'a11gel Of. __ -th.: e_ {~.<ir:4 aPJNf#_-~~!-!. " __ .'. h_ im. ·-:0_.flfiJ·_a __ id.- t.o simply -be .taken __ as. an, -impennive -it_1 this ddiverance) Accordi:9.giy. 
/ . ·,,..,.,1-: -1.'-,,~:.1 ·., ' 't· · 1·,~ .Cotlte_·x:1-,,a..'\.:!S'."'lek/t'.in:_the-1-~erse\_- beg_innitig, • ·,-· G"d -· d ·d · "··~ · ·1 1__1m ... ~-t_Ji!--~'_U,:/S·~_vu,i rnit,I'{J lafff '\,~·arr'[or,_'_ 1.).: - lUm~. Ll H eon. an or ers. l.10 Wtt 1 
_(j_idfJpµ--s~fr~_-,f<.-f _him. ·:_'Pl£~_.,-e.-._m:1_:_.lqr~ -l:,'_be bU:t)t.ma:{als.o·oe a prtdi~tkm,··-andyOiJ \t:'iH stre_ngrh, the strength of your merit 

we mu:.t P;:al;z,;! thdt other Jews an: a!s.c, 
of (;Uf se_lves.. V,/e me fantih.ar·\','~th. the 

concept that we must look upq.-1 <'.~il;.h,of. our 
acticins as thourh it. w1H save or da_nw i:ht 
world. ff this i.'iFSO, tht actii .. H;S Of GU.f tetrow· 

o-ttr Lord. 

of our p•Hsona! relation~ 
but th-: ·wdl-bemg of th< 

of eac_h and t\-·tty Jc~x wd1 G0d 

give5 his lmerpretation of ''kuchakha, 

koh.akha ;5 Divineiy insti!led. Ras.hi th..J.s 
reve:r5es. the u.s"ual me[wing of k.udwkha so <b 

not t() refer to Gideon's mvn ~,.ringi:.h but ro 
a s.trefigth sur,ecinrn,<>s;,rl by (i;,d. Rashi doe.~ 
not read 

RaJak on th'..' 
the 

Rad4-k may .. ·1,e···caUifi~fThe-·:ura.!,11 
bec~mst-: it sa..1lves S(\fl:lt- --0-thirwise 
prnb-ienv. Yet_the ttrm nukhL-in 'iS 

loc~~t;e:~ ~::e~~:~na~:::~;~~:~: 
shelmikra, 

LPr'!· /s ,u--il-/ic"_tf*,._--tt.-h};·-_/1!1:S-'!1,l{-:Jfr!&:.-:~_ejil_lef!._ :,i,s? .d~_lt" _ -I_~r~~tt i1np-lyl1ig · t h"a['_ Gideon's. standing ~n rlefeti~E -0f my -~hiJdn.:i1. :·;3 Ra4-ak 
Wh_er,e ·.«re~JJ/l-jl_f.., __ , Wt!tJ;!r__<J.US ·. '_t\'Q,:ks_., ab!-Jiil par_ C1 atiOn.is -necessary.1 Simila·~',:.·l)~··=in~v~e~rs~e~--"a!'.pk'.prc.:oc.:.vc:.in:,,Jll-:,'Y_' c;adc:o::c's.-.,. _'·.:.T ... hiccs_-n.:.:"::.:"d:.:r,:::,s::.hc"i"-s __._inc:_iac:'ee::'d~J:J:"P'"*"=======,µ=am+'""'-----c----l \'(.~~lei(-. o~~---Ya.~hers.·t~(l(_fil, _siiyffl,~'. '.l!i~ii_ lh(: 16-t-he emph<l51S may be _Cttllf(!)n .. an you Correct because it g~vcs.meaning to_the phrase.-

•· • ~ 0 :·h.Jrd b,,,,~-"',liP'/ f}/n Lgyp~'Nmtt/tt,'frml - -shall adea; J;J;dy,aU:'.w <lU_."Since.Lwill be -'llieLord turne(l I& liim. ,·.on t£cLWfil"d5 giP<,r -
has._--a~w~_Punf~t.-.11s and_-deli~(ftttf_,us_-_ ifJ!O_ ,_he with"'i_<ju'?-~ lu;zvifl----tht: angehcaHy-t>estowtd 

::~an~S..t_(t~i1~an,!rl4. Tl_w)._,prd_tt~m~d1dftif1r Ra-dftk entire passage in of ve:n.;t; 12-~-Radak extrapobLes, 
--·_·f:lt14 _ _sa_id::'.1Go_ ·tn_ this -~trengtl~_-ctf_.yo~rs and d_igtessive ·c_ornmer;ts O_n '";i_n_g· sat, ,under t_he -ai!gcl]- caUed--him-· f-CHdecm] 

deliYer-}s.rqelfi;ottl_'{_he M{(/ian{feJ:,:f}1erqri1}t t~rehinth,"' H_e: =- qu_otes.- :three __ · d_'rq~~Jwt_ .. -The giadden-hirri _and ~~-l~tcr ""'"'""''""'-' 
' rf1aJc_eJmlMJ)flte,Hf:j·tt.ii,"J5-._:.-Nr-. .safi;;;-Jiiti-~_- l~u;;r_tr_e_ :--:-__ ·"_' - - - -~ _, 

"/'J~q~e. rµy ior:d.: .. ;hf!W. can 1 deliver _lsr4d?--.... i~h_''. J~ ... til-e first Gideon upon disiovering his _ .. GO with '-this strength 
&'h_g_-lrliclan js the}ium:b/est-i~_ tfna.v:N' __ h; ~nd -falh~rw·orkingontside-tells him/•ynu are.old, the·phrase, "God faced fain "{verse f4) undersfrm:ding of lhe entire episode ,-.:·cm~ to, 
{ ~m_ the younges_r in·.my fa_th_er:"' householcf " Father. Go to your house nn_d. I -wUl beat out explains that ""God turned h) him and iid.nr!led be romed.- in a simple" p'.,;hat rendenng 1..)f the 
~e l:nr1·~tti>Hed_~!/--~'.ill_be._it'ith:,.,ou.- an_d yol-( [the grain-ror·youJ,.bCcatis~ if the_ Mid~::mit~s hi.m wi~h-cqurag~."-- According w _R_adak. actu'al te~t. Radak. r.v ·~;.)!l_~ras!, t--asc_~-- his ~~~-~sJlm,ulhlefeQrl'llid_tYlff."(filitnzrn.- _. /Judges.6.'.ir-1lf-·-curne-ymn:tun'tfuwe-th_e-strengtlr~o-~~~:~The~ :~m:r;-trr ~s:7l~~~CTrn_ffi)f~XV~tndastandir;rg on -the--~i~.;;p1e ~aJii~,~1f the ___ --
A questi_on irr1me_djately arises. The demon- 1;1ngel, after .witnessing .th~s kinrln.ess/rernarks npghty and. mtrep1d _s_pm_t thncOy einphasizing God's seiecrion 
sti_itive -~t:Ufotiv6 )his"}n __ ·-'"tbis'-streng~h"' iS" th_at ~s~nc~_-- you ._haye.,-J<~pt_ · __ the·. p_re.;Cpt 'Of R,as{:ti's· do¼·nplayi11g· of Gideon's role ls · 2is a viuunus man of J-istirK1:io!L 
wi~ho!)t . a '.efer~nt-strength: waS, _not rne_nfr: • ijonpri_nir yo.ur. fathe __ r'. · you .. are :frtting . to ag~~ pro.i)ouncedly-sugg&..ted ·by hlS selCCtive 

• · onc..J previously.Although 'Rashl •11d Radak redeem my children [Israel],"' Raslii, relates qu,iting and plac."'ment of the citations. Ras hi 



CF.a...-raine these· ia'WS.. 
Ii<.,_,, £..,., """ <«1>1il<> ,na, 
dic!rolom<1'-'> ""'' cl la":'S-, placing 
Gr.ntilts on di!Ten,,i\ plane,;; The' ''"'"''° 
~mes _that. with regarus ttY~I- ~- Jews 
~m Gemil<s eJUSt rophmai:ly an<! that ire 
,..,~ reading, of tloese belie a 
r.-.l~y diff- realily. 

h ~--be clear tlw-in-~lmost ·al! _ca'its u-: ,.,,,. are - ~!ly ~!I due to 
·,Ii,,,, ,i(>,n,,ld,us,:,,,,,,,,. (the i.,w of th<: laud is 
l>iwkM~ 'd,i//u/ k*""m · {.laceration of 
Gods name). or ·,1,m,,,, ~ '(the -~" of 

~"'''" Si,w. Goo !med .tbem by 
thci, property 'hefl;"' (ownet"less). 

,hmp,ol!i!>itmgahooly.fmll!~ 
. - a<li>cly~iig" Grntile's property. 
Ut••"'I·~ mb ~ whe!ller <« oot a or "klurlm,"" (• memt>er. Qf 
kw may mrentiomlly and ae1ively da.._ a tbi <iriginal inl!;witaiits of .Israel wlio, as 
Ge,i,,.:\p,op<rtl, but the~ of both d<scribod by.the To,:..i,, practiced cruel and 
Mairoooidj:S [/liiU,or Ci,aiw, l:i] am the abomi!lal,le rites) as opposed to simply 
~Amb\ [Clroshffl Misiip«I. 34!\:2j is "-*'i-(slumgu). This usage sug,,oests !hat 
mat it 5 -~ioru1blJtforbidden an<h kw tl!ese laws<louotapply to a Gentile observant 
i.,_li,,)l,lef<>rSt.mda:~-t . : . of the Noaroi<le La,.,. UnfortuoatelY, the 

A _, bipbnai_ cla=iStf tt.~lon- --:of _Je\\'S &00 ~tbility _that_ Chri$tlan censoishlp -0bi'ite;:~.: Gciniks _}!O!; eipt~ W~_-Jt'. ~ii: _law t~g _the ~S _ Qt-igi!W wonfai_g renders 
is fom.l iu Juda!, Ha!evi\ !huari. He Ibis pmof dubious. ' ' ' . 
cla.ssifiessewt-.!!eve!s..;iW>teoce,tl!eru~ £'.xj>lainingtlte-ooumeofaJew'sexemplion 
tcing 'Jew' and me =<md ."Gro!ile'. II) a u_mmdamagcs. ·im. flkted.~· .oyby.h"¥. ·.· xo~_.aGentil. '.· _ ,irow,r vcin, Mahar-"11/Jm,,,d, H~, tlE gffl!aro. m ~\!it<is-the verse •!f 
AM3J4lstfiltil1"'tbcforethegiviligof!l>f Ille <I"' of 'I man·· gilres ·tho o~ of rai'aihu.· 
Toc~h; all of manl;ind pos-=<il !he 1:,,lmr (Ei.ooOflS21:35): rai ai/m.lbis fmn<IJ he must 
f:l,ikim; lh,, image of God; afre, t~ &.-mile . reimllmse, liu\ nota (',entile. Blitthe ge,nara· 
~ ri:faS<,"d. '" "=P' tbc Tocah. G,xf"~ ~ tnk"""""" based on !l)e following 
d"J'jrusho<J tl>cir 1mem. . .. • ... ·.. . . a,,,-ump<ioo. llef~ tbegi;-ing oft he T-0rah;" 

llut '11" ~~-~many ~ '"":' r<oponsiblc only for dam"l!"S he 



1.: 

trarisfo~al).Q,rl q(j_J!ople: ·ti.iii. tl,w com~u­
nit~ t~at ·must ·coll,ecti~el~ pariicf~ate: in th.: ~ 

is · 1:,huvahprotessforafinatre<temption, While ~ 
Jtt.e ,~ for .. R~~b~, ~t. is ~~s.CntJ~J th.at}' ~~inrp~n.~1: '[. -· 
all. ., :,huvah occur, ·the word, of that process"'"'· " 
of not ·intrinsic to a complete""£e.sh9V•h. Rabbi. ':'.l 11~1!il11g ~~ i,j~:j~joli; ·~ ·-. : tlie,:9/dlt.( 1ex1.:.::1hrough ihe naming · of the Jo;;eph·s. sotevi,i,chik also· ~diesses.the lin( ~· 

l,llPYen,iel\\ of:1\ll'iuwh, the:n:. $\n;-'cthein~lvidua!Jransformshisrecognition of 1'.thuvah to·redemptl~n, Fdr},irn: unlike·• 
, · .. off:tk: own·.nee(I fo;cliange, whicll'has i-0 fat Ram ban, the complete'i,/wvah process Ii°'' ·;n 

- remli!ned inw~ro, .int!) a'Verbal c!)mmitmen!. the ~tterance of the vid'!Y. 1'he 'community $? < 'l;Jl~~'Jutther:develops the Maimoni- mu,Hherefore recite the same (ext of vi/fuy. g. 
b '[(irf;t':~9f~y· . . . ., ... -' d~n.:,eon.cepti~P. of v~Uy when he writes that This· confessicmal text -articualte~ our own a 
r,efcriingfl'lll\.·. uni:o!il!ile!lt<': .. .. . . thelndi\lluual.will be.bound "~igdar"~Yl.h£. individual introspection. Ai that ·moment of ~ 
m.ade tsbµy~f! .. s;;~lJl'a'4 imP,9ssJJ/ltc''T\J~';.c·WQrc!s.-0fhi~fO'!fessi9t1. The worc;lgeder. in an ariiculatiori, the individual reasserts h,s oe Q~totn:~forecji1rig- ~J}lali Zaktt!i immeiliately'.°- lla¥cbic- context, impl~s a:protective bound' commitinehl to . the . Jewish .. peaple. The 
~tfpre·,n~ar:iy; ii'!c .Y<1nr Kippur,- c.i.n J•e. JirYJll!~.future transgressioq, The words of · ultimate goal of redemption must be'achieved ;J ·,,, .. _ ~- · · .. ·. • ·· ,: .,---.-,., ·.~. · li·lvi · the ste Ci, he~ 

:; %\ge¢t.!11111n~ bf v'idqy · a,f utim'4~~~J~~jiJpcessoi ,epentance:Theyserve' as a c~. process .· which. then !e;ds ~"-o_r~e.,,de~m=ptc;io"'n"-. ---~-
.. ·. p~uoniil .·· jntrospe~do.n .and moral~ for Ram&atn; not in the Ramban's sense that Accordjng to the Rambam. Chiilukh and Rav 
· -:A(an$fornyi~p~: : . / .• ' . :, .·, . . , .• ;,tl)ey are ~~ff O!)ly}ot the durati-Qll' of a Soieveiichik ~ .is tlje words of the vidu;' that 

, '. !"pr l!.llinb~ yi4,uy is iJ'.\qetd the,;/kwc · ·,1 •. {the: .openi_n_g into t',httvah~wlti'ch . bring the pe_nitent ·individual' inlb the s(ep ~~- ~r,' J~- ,fi~l~ ·.a; '.gap·. ~uii~~ut lnlH~~ .. a · f.i~G~? _ but F~thsr i~ the: s~@.th~ thGy lning beyOod a ! 'shliva-h remrw 
I ~h c~ll!<I not Opet\, J!ut .\11¢ gap, cail be a ~age (the.stage of indiviµual_i~trospecti<m) lf we follow Ram ban ·s view that the preme 
Jdled withi<onietbinj <11her,dian.ihe words of to an _end or· a fulfillment. They. mark the -words pfay. a fundarrfenial role in the 
the, vid;,y t~l!Ci: Tejfllii>i .Zakqh .filb this. lack . comingmto fruition of the individuat:s inward completion.of rshuvah~ therr the entrance in 
witbc"ot~r \\"cirds: ):"hicJi are Jll()Ved. b)T.lind moral trarisfprmation · and . will C~ntinu~ to tbis.iiilminating Stage hears careful a~aJvsi;. 
movethe;i;pdi;r·:wilh the. spiii\ of viduy. ,For.: ill®]jbly markthat tl'an~formation every time · The traditio.~al .text for the viduy begins ·~ith 
th'.e ien riial'!Yl'S;ihe ,!iJlpropri~i~ liititude was · teiilptation arises. Having named the sin, the the wor<!s "Anah H;ishem ... " Bound b) 1hese ... '.e'vi:°n aj:hieved.,1fui:i~-1heir~on.;.the.sanciifica, words of the vii/uy stand in its way. words. the individual enters into the.last stage 

:· .. -' m ... , .... ~"'. : .. ·.· J.' •.. ·' . .\·. h •. ,.' ._~!?:_'..',.· .. ,.-= .• •.p·re·.·t.·jb·a_el. ·1:o,vu1u."· . .?o ..•. •,•.·.{48 .. ,).: tiQji, of i!ii>;::iia111e.~s,;i !bl!\' W<>rds . Wlire • ' Un1il<e Ramban, who • _believes that the of the pr'ocess, bound by .theO\ fo. a people '""'; m ~, •,,._,......,, ,,_ . ~· '' . 'I' iillliecess~;'(ldatlier,.no wprds:cou)d hil,ye wJit'ds of 1/iduy can be replaced with so,ues united· .in language: bound by them ,,i . u.ttT'!'are ,1f'ln~i:;t)n)¥iqn;;~he. :'ulttll\j\te ~. more jlrticulaie~ ~ tlibir sil!,nce; ·ror .. tl\iri:g else, vei'ba_l or 001\:'V~rbal.\ which plays · commitment to God . .!n A Iha tshlivah, Rabbi (re)tµrrung,;to~ard · 9<i<f, d~atl);: Bui tl!e.'"f~n ; tlieii: o!)liss/on.of viduysignifiell .that ajj which theif role, it is crucial 10 the Ram barn that Jo~ph ll. Solorecitchik elaborate; on the 
.~ •. yrs.;,-.··.o~.-.r· .... '~}.=.I~.-.· .. ',··o···.lny. op.frep.·o· -.~.ared·.~ no.· .. i-~o.·.·.,L.~b. ' wuid be szjd ha<l: beeri:,said, !hat.llOW wi,s 'ihe precisely these words art .itte~. Ip the Sefer signficance of the vidtiy language. In fact.. mo, -· ..,...,,.,.,9~ ""• ,_ .. , "'"' time for IIC!ion. that Go.d was present DI iheir ~· Rambam emphasizes that viduy is ':,tnnah tavoh /ifonecha "seems superfluous to so they e_nt.ered lhe 'next w~dd. in an triillst: ' . . . . . . . the ikar mitzVah--the. focal poinl..,-of the ourvidupo.much so that this opening phrase appropriate·:way ancf'·received their ,just ·. ,For Ramba!i;· t:'shuvah itself, is' a'Stt!J> t'shuyah process; "that a pe!lOn explicitly ·has·been omitted.from manv modern·texts · l'f!w~rd. lfthestun.'1l~ng{hle.o[viihlY9"1 Ile .. ~!)nd words, ti, a ·p.,in:"the .soul ~here · (}./'phainish) and verbally (b'phlv) recalls his and rep!~ with "Elokeinu v~lokeavo1elnu." P'!lyed by somethliig,e~~)ri~ ~vetb/11, W<irtls -are' )lb.· lon~ni<:eded. 111 a· strll,ing sin. winch he committed, and.seeks atonement 'Al'JtJb." or "nah. "surf aces man · times within 

. .. .: ...... .,; ~ .. -- _,.: ____ ... J.,_.;,..... ~~cc·~' . , . . !¢, 1smtl1'1h .is. .iu;ondi, for it and the,!' .elaborates upon ~ matter in the Bible. for example, at the binding of fumjanrental ,to the.0';~ ntilmilr": Qfclh• . liorii-;a seeaJoni )'litli--su~@ined. liy the conformity with (th~ highest standards ,of Issac. God did not simply command Issac. attainment of-•compJelii'fi:J!el\l!'OCC'.".t~ . p~nce o("'.prds'in th~ mouth, )Vhiehguarll purity of bis language) tzochul'. l'shmo. In · "sacrifice your son!" Instead. G.od pre.faced .. gmyral!''l, . . • ';' . ··.: . . 'ihe.si:lul:ft<1mttims!lrCS$ion., -. .. · Hilk/lOtTdi/t,111;4 Rambam uses a rehiti:d hiscommandwitji"Kachnah."Theworanah .·· , '; :·•: '.fl) wld~rat;md ,iJUllban),'llll&wer t<>, t.llis- ·, /~hieh .• t'shuVllli gei!liirat" (Hilkbot . phrase to explai,; wily the teX.I ol'. tl)e liturgy indicates the enormity-'-Onemigbt almost say .•. .,,, ~~o~; }i(e musr~l!Jlline_·his!mP;h~ <>n • ,'.(~~-· :?;1)'. ~~am IIP~~rs • t!lit\ · :" ~ be fixed,.as opposed to eacll,ipdividual tl)e-excessiveness of tfie; re~uest The sacrifice "~· .:,,~~ 1$,_~~JJ).whic_h,ll!l IISking for peraonal needs to be fulfilled .. He ... of Al!raham's only son'-the appointed in;! 
)i~u!d noi<;(,liiffilt ~ transgre$5ion · ·ext!~ that as a ~ult. o,f th.e Babyfopi,an fitting heir thfough whom '(iod's covenant is 
· unde~ cOildjtions ·of pre~us . E~, popular pariance. became riddled with he fulfilled-borders on being too much to 

· ···, -~~(or:w,, m.omel!t ·.impurities. llild the. Jewis_h people lost the ask,· even of Avrah.am Avinµ. And vet. 
11[_~:f;t'i!II! a_ ~tio,n aliility to "'1iculaie in any one pure language. prefaceq, by ·;4~· , '.'thequestiQ~ is ne,.·e~e, 

. • . . ·.. . . . , ·tb_e ~nd chapter, The loss of linguistic unity acl;ompanied ih~ I~. Similar y · hen. we approach Go,r · .. :ec f<ii:.i!l.:l'!'iiin,r:the rthqwh Jii;ocess7'ikar )QSS of politi¢al unity. Lacking a land of their to ask for the i veness of our sins, we 
' , . C!>~QI wit/r~th . 'o\1111,,the people alSQ lacked a language il\d a ,ecognize the enormily of our request. The 

~!Iii ~".;:.in· v,oicie, of illeir own. therefore no individual ~ms we have done, "Cbatati, A_vitl Pashati." .. '.'Ji~;:eh"llter of '.c<>Jl.lil~llldyf0f1llll~lehisorherneedsin how can we .cask GQd,to erare them? We 
;(!!qi', •,ill)_Dledii!telY . ·. pntyer before Clod, ~ aset text in pure aitd theretore introduce our confession with. this 

-succlnct H.~ ·~ ~blislwd; enabling phrase, ·'?ltfa}r 1avoh I'/anecha"~Ptease, we 
peQple,tO)!ray"l_ilcedii,prayerofilte!nastera beseeclr You,7Jet us come bef,,°,e You:" 
'i>fpurebmguage" - "}Heft/Jai~Rlei ha 'laihon Repeating · the language 1>f. viduy :again and 
lliiliachah: :· rn an attempt io ~lfy a people again, the language of ':4nah ".is a persisteni 
f~en~ in the ,di@ipora, tlw,.tJebtew ~nockingt1pontbegiite~ofrepentaitce.(Alha 
·language served as a rcbonding;betweentl\O~ .. . t'slwwthJ These -gates Will open . for those 
ilispetsed · members. oC the society. Tile individuals who, in hearing the words of 
S)Ii)ilrui\y of phrasing. in sefei~;n~ viduy. are ),ound togeiher iri .a people 
reve$ a similar sigilif'tcance far our vi<h/,v d~dicated to achieving JJ complete mi;,ral 
tC~t.' la.the: case of pi8yer, it bas been~-tp.le ttanSfOnria#on. This al@if Itlerits di\,ine 
sina,.ttie.momentof exill!:ll!at oniy if we share ;..iemption, -
a _te~.i-~ a-~ommunity ¢tit we ~icutaie ,-Our , _ :And do We~ ind~. have ~~~ i~ cilrrl:, 

.: ]!ril:CessoftWiuwko~wltlitheutterill\ceof . individual .needs. In.the-case of.vidtiy, it-lias-c-mon2.Jlow.can.we,app,:oach:.GC!d.when. we.. 'f x~ or.s<>ni.elhing,e1s,e which piays its .r<>le. : a1wa>" been 1rue that only if we share _the cannot approach each other ,n di~1ogue? The 
· · · sh; u _us Wit : ~ _'.\Vl"?fj s, o ou;,: COmm1tim:_n~ ~an ~ properly promise of [)_ivine r~~~pti~ .depends upo~ 

• l~;,Qf YQtiJ fiPJ!!U'.' • .: : - .tuiniiy:fcir sin arises, \he-wonls sliefdn.the 
.• ; .\Vhytliis i.~~~? .CAA .Yam Kfppur not·. :refor~d :s,~r1s mo':'t'b.. The Qlnukh 
'. SJ11,1ply )egin w,9> ~. spi,ci'!l maari>1 th~ ·. ,expl~fesol~. Riunbam'$ )literprell',lion · of 

} 4midi,i,'of. which; after,8;\!coticllldts wiih ;'rmizvaivfm!y il/·.:britiging.:fothesurf,ip,'1~ 

rel":nt as f~!'ividuals. · In Sef'! haMiu.l't!L"CQ·':1.!"."?al ;~twementt~~ds m~ral return: 
R,ambam qu9tes Sif,ei Zut,,. which binds t.he. This, coruht10{l of ind1V1dual 1.shu,•ah a, 
ulte£.ance .of v,ij)l-0'. kl t!ICh .:;J>ge of the hist6ry prerequisite ·to geu/a will provoke individuals. 
of the Jewish people; V,)/uybasthe.$J!me place · alie'!~!ed from .the community to reassert los.t. 
/~~ !~~ry,inpiv~-~~ ~ ~vea.led.in_ t~-ni~~r c~unal identities. thus h~tCn_i~g.a retU~ __ 

fro~\he viiiuy of ~aron nrthe ~iduy of. 
Dari.lei, from ·the pre-Temple to the.diaspora Acknowletigem,mts: 
period.· · . : . · Rabb{ Dr.. Ephraim Kanarfogel: li<"ture 

rshuVQh of Jh•.·: Jewish people. is b(ten Viduy: Rambun and Rat!ifun. 
ptcscntcd. c¥51he ,co1~!.~w~·f91 _thec~ttment ., 

. of. the .. ·~ibjical- pr.~u,i~ for. reden:iptiim: . , .. · Rabbi Shalom Carmr: ·'Vii/uy ~-

. R~inban c_on~ I/tis 11t<:111e of viifu.v with 11169) ... 
geu/ah'.; '!Cdemp\ion (parahat· b'chukotai 
26:J6). The geulah js,.con!Ulg<:ot on the l!l"ral Special Thanks to Paul ~: 



; -~---~----~----~~---:-~--:-:::::;MAN, ANGEL, ,..... name in this>wotld · sai1ctify it in 
HThey-kfep 

e 

the H, is writt;;i, by ih,: 
c;1lling t.o one,;uwther: , · 

lfoly, holy,(ho}y Lo,.J of hosts; 
The• \\'hole earth hi,; glory/'.l 

Those .opposite theiri '.Ble-d-".' . . 
Blessed. be the 1,lory of . Lord from his a!:odrr.' 
Aud in th.v hofr Scriptures it ls, written: 

. Tlic Lord shall teig11 forever, 
'Your God, 0 Zion, for .all ;,:ei1erntl.ons. 
Praise the Lot·d !' 

When Angels Sing 
By Vim:hak llbu 

Jmmortal angels. G-od, mortal rI.'Ian more as saying· that God can have a 
strives to reach Him. though 1h<:sc beings specific place Although the entire cosmos LS 
exist in--diftire'nt worlds, marl\; emulation of fuU of .His glory~ the HMr.e Presence can 
angelic pr?ise is. aniong_ the t.:.ente-rpieces of dweH in .a paricu!ar area. Another question 
i..faVening. We reci~ekedushah in.bir_kho1 k~iat confronting the individual. As 

_<Ji'/na of shacharif and during the thazan'.v Solomon asked, and heaven of 
rcpct!tion of the amidah. Our-recita.tion of it heavens cannot contain thee: how much ks.s 
in uvah {izion is said to "sustain the wqr1d" this house that I have built?"" (2 Kings 8:27) 
(Sot,d, 49a). Jj,e l1istorica! context of the prophecies 

Kedashah may -have ffiOre ·th.in one offers a different perspective·. lsaiah prop.hes· 
function. Only kt>dushah of shemon-a.11 esreh ized at a time when the T~rnpk exi~ted. 
requires tell pe·op-le 1)reSent_: the others are not th~ grandeur,of 9o4 was ·more apparent: .. He 
d'varim she! kedurhah (according to most \.Vas like a townsman who sees the king 
opinions).· Ra:sh among others explains tltat in (liagigah l 3b). His vision includes ·both Gqd·s_ 
the othei- kedushot we·onIY relate tht? angers· awesome transcend.ence a:nd His everp.re-sent 
_;raise. where~ in ke.dushah of sh 'r(Jonah esreh glory. · ' 
~e ourselves -Offer the praise. Kedushah of Ezekiel's Vision ta.l.:es place after the exi1e of 

-- ---~ffiniOhi:ih eSreh bCglns "~eka.desh, '' "\Ve wiH Jehoiachin" Ra9ak explains Ezekiel 3: 12 to 
sa·netiffYou(Name in-this wortd·jus1 aithey mean that even though the Shechinah has left -
sanctify it in tile highest heavens." its place the "kvod Hashem" is still l>lessed,o 

J(edushah of uvah !'tZion is nm: integral to Ezekiel was .. like a villager who sees the king 
davening. Eshkol believes it a tashlumin for (Cha.gig.tdt op. cit.), unuSed to the revelation of 
people Who, missed kedushah of sl{monah the Divine, His was a vision of tzim_tzum, of 
esn:.h. Rashi (Sotah op. cit.}, bowevei-, , limited splendor. The firs~ verse of kedushah 

I 
expiams that u was estabhshed. to assure druly _expresses the ma1esty of the Lora wh1le ~he 
!tmud Torah for alt. Je¾s To 1e~rn one must second verse reflect" h1s wnhdrawa! But God 

,- understand, thus m uvah l'tzwn we add the is no less sanctified m H1s w1thdrawal 
Targum:.i"imerpre1atmn.Butmanyothertexts The Rav dtscusses. these two themes m 
,could have accomplished the same functwn terms of man's reiat10nsh'rp with God 

- --------- · · -Whvw.l'sleiiusha!ic1iosenr--- - ~----- ------- - ("'MaJesty and Hum,lit)," Tradition vol. 112 
The term '""kadosh"' means separate or pJl) "CosrrucrnanfindsGOOmthe."asmess 

beyond (see Kuzari 4:3).' Thus the Sifra an.d boundiessrmss of t~e rosmic drama, in 
ho!y"{Leviticus '19:2) heav~ly galaxie~ billion~ of light y~a_rs away. 

v-01.trsdves apart''. When Homebound, ongin .... minded man ·;1nds God 
B,R~~,7.~.,rd, Sn!,, .~,,,·,",·,·c, ·1n fai:l, he·') J. ,·c:rv evil r :~fwnJh'i;, CTfecr::; m:cur before }hm 'Kipp-Ur .. - depending on when ihey sinned-c·r their ::.tm:e l :.kadush" r~fers to His A in the limitedness anfd rt..arrowness of fi.nh~de,. "" .. ·' " · 1 tnm,cen,ctc,,ce, God is above· and beyod the in the smaHness o the modest home mt(L ptt'>-\>i1_ &x:aus.e 0/ Remcp\ sim. t:ind ha\ c:on..::-u:rrent with the si11s renounced. However, of mind. Such a syf>tern would cert...ainly I fl:; cannot ht defined in physical which man was.born and to which he willy-\>,n'Jcu ui th::: B,.,,Jh of D;;,:;th that Rcuwn wiH thi:,, ""lD"""''°" imrotiuce1> the tangly mitigate the problem of"I shai! sin afld repent , 
di_:- at 3 cenaw ,·fate [:)·"th& spring. H.:: ;mi.y probkm forc-knov,ledg(: and fr~e will, before Rosh Has:hana". And God cli.nceriainly j terms. nilk ;tu-;;~-., i 'th p i 14,,. W "The 

.whid, ~tmld ft'nder the entire issue inele\'ant. judge every~ne at their own -time withouJ ! ~eneorm,,· "'"''''" three times may simply · <: v.s a c fi.~e:s Wl sa ms 1 w :.-
tt·no "on.rused - : God's tran5.ccndt.:nce, but it may forever, the God of Zion, for·, 11},., [ue' A,n <thtrnati·re explanation avoid~ this ge 1 cc-" 1 • f I Hal'lukah.., While dispute-·' \n\ ~X'-.:un~n,.Y- ; .. a$u:bed tt:, ·;ht; ,udgc-- LJ.U-1fidary. Rabbi Yt!J!t:tam Yehuda PereI- . Unfottunmety,. Man wou1~ be. con used. ! a~so make_ th~ee ~i~tinct ?~ints. 

1 
!~gum 

---">it"-l'tt -~:>t-+lw- ~~i-B'c{:-. • .;;im----A~P1-P.:1r·: iR~- ----ffi-<tn-{(J.,----!=l-aga?kJi-0 _ R:,;_dr-#a;,,Jum-a--------l-;.2} __ li_e £f]~~1;9t __ ~~ tr~~~ed to e~}:~~_E~-~~~?-~-~~J_ l:!!!!!_~~ t~plarns lh4~~ Go~ JS ho,! l? t_he 
,, , - ~it-;mi,;sc:; the r,oss!bifav of 11;terpr¢ting tlie date;; for and repentanc~. ~eop!e .need i :1:avensT1o~ meean~ a~olyinre\'er:-· 

· ' H d · l h al ! h one For smular-reason::-. 1 Tne l ,ord cant be descnboo by the earthlv 
nc acuon f!e.<-rwra de . cc a~s 1 ;t. · t 1~m~ 5.f~ahbm Zachar as t'he I material or the Time- and 

Ci-Dd us unng om· tpJmr, e _ time to read the portion of Amalek t~ough the space do not cbntain Maharal (N'tivot Tbcr,.;f,Ke. Rc-e\cn·::; :\fmw1h durn).g Cht'J/r· >\i..!lCht'-,. year-round fvr rea~ons to changt: his 
\"t:rd:ct. Perelman the commandment really could be fulfil!ed at any Olam, lV'tiv fl.ap'rishut) understands the yerse 
gcnwra·-; apparent theme 
nn Vim1 /\'ippur. but ~atlsfiei> the 

Al Hat"'-f:hurn.h) R<ibh! Y1..ht and Rabti'i !\atan. that God 
t ibid Rabb. Y ose holds 

._'ts.r·;1 r- on d:l)'> ~·rhc; !h,rn }!mi Kippur d,,ys ~)n.ly in ~hat God always judges then. 
Go;J rd:.·nkd rather· 

1-r. !ht period ju-,t bi::fon: fom Kippur because 
n..'.ptn1.an_:e Wlll;lld otherwise be too.difficult. 

us \n Lev1fkus 

--o.~-,4~£-K-m. )\_ui 1i1al bu man bt:inµ cam mt umceu­
trarc on rrn:yer and 'Se:if--evaiHatlnn year­
round, much !tss thos€\-Wh0 m~ed it most, So 
He ordere<i ti;_., to use tfo:; sp~dfic. time for 
repemantt< 

Gt,(C-de;sign,:nc(f the ffionth of Tishrei; but 
Ht" . Could have picked ?,ny month. The 
&mount of time bet¼e;;.en-fegµiar jud"gements is 
~-USo irreieva.nt to Him. Optimally, mCn would , 
repen;t at their suizjecti-vely best time:,;, 

time du.ring the year. to mean rhat He ·is separate from· body, 
RaJ?l,enu Nissim wd1es that God chose s~parate from soul, and separate from 

I!.~hrei-:because it is a '"time of.mercy", Sarah. .g,.teHect. Nq of ihe human condition 
RacheL and Chana were aH "remembered''for 

Joseph left jail, and the 
labor i1icEgypr ended on Rosh 

Hashana. Moreover, the beginning of a 
is a natural_ time for evaluation, 

. adv&1K~ 

method, though, is that it createi communah 

resembk:s that Divine. 
'·Holy Holy Holy is the Lord of Host::. the 

is fUU wit~ His: Glorf' (lsafah 

repentan<;~. The psychological of'. God -is, high 
peer pressure, an artificial di:3dri,:il, I exalted His glory is felt below. Transcendence 
si::rvic:es, and a physicct"r-Weaklle"ss which I and immanence, the Divmc mystery .. {see lbn 
severdy limits o.u~ ability to communicate; Ezra, Radeik ad loc.) · 
Wjth anyont:": except God brings us to a ! ·1messed is the Glory of th!:': Lord from His 
spi~i~t.11i:f- fever-pitch b-y n'ilah. But God j. place' (Lzek1ef l3:2) Mahnonides. wntes 
defmitety doe\-not ignor; !~te penitents-. / t Guide to the Perplexed 1.8) that '"his place" 
-~. _Th.e n,shrei. oft ~huvah sci)_e~~!~_~xists ~~ ~ __ meantL ?ot ~is -¥h-Y!ii9fil__lqi;;aAA? ?ut rathe~.r __ 
tor Gods co-ovemence but for ours. le ts \ "'"accord1pg to hts stature" In his tnterpreta­
ohtig-atory exee!knt advice. But just in case I tion the•juxtaposition of this verse with Isaiah 
you. like most everyone, haven't finished I 6:3 serves only to add Cmp~~sis; the .;.kvod 
repenting. don't wo-rry; 9-'od l,istens just as 1 _previously referred to .is blessed. 
c~fuHy in Che.'ihvan. · ! commentators ... understand "'his place" 

.... ' 

with a verse a-sking for 
sovereignty. 1hrv-Yochanan ben_Nuri (Rosh 
HaSlmnah) believes· that the --ble:ssiflgs Q( 

in actuality . 
½hether God 
\vithdrawn. 

Rpsh Hashanah are w be added . 
'',\Ve-finish this 

Just as aH of nature testifies. to 
God, so too al! beings t1nite in 
and angel proclaim God's unity. it is man 

-..:and--h:i.s- pr-aise H-1at-i~Mnore beiOved- -t-o God- -
(Clwliil'.9 lb). Man struggles to. understand the 
enigma of the angels' ·words. They .are a sod 
s{v4-ch, a mystery. The angels themselves ask, 
"Where is the-plaa, of His Glory?" AcTordir.g 
to Plnu!i D'ltab/Ji Elie,er (C!taptO 
have no itnswer but respond "Wherever Jt is, 
it is blessed". ln contrast to the angels, finite 

_ man lacks- difect contact with the Divine.· For 
him to offer the same praise is the greatest 

· -,-ke<liisfiafi .. Kiiilu"ihiifi -~s--app1iecr-rn---i:m1n;-­
meaning H~line6s .. 

l have heard that the Rav applied thes~ two 
~emes to the Kedusha as Weli. but h;ve not 
' seen ~tin print. 

lly-~Rayman 
"You are eternal O Loni, you\' v..-ord StaOd?> 

fi·xedjn "{Psillms l19:89t-'. 
"lf )lour 

have been !o~! 
119:92) 

The Psalmist 

law:-.. concepts. :and secrern :trc defined in 
divine terms. But hi the same bremh the 

rders to the Ton1h a5 a toy, or a 

of 

In 
panicuiar i,,:.,ue. :\nd ~me,: tht ·r orah ½J..,'> 

given re people to urider\tand in theli i,wn 
tertns. 1he 
th.e "f orah 

Torah, thi;; v.:r:.;io~ He._gr1ve !n the world w,r:, 
formulated in hvman term<:, ' --

Rav Aryt;>h Leib {introd.uuio,1 to She.~v 
,Sh'mai 1ld) further th<tl .... chcian-, do 
more 'rha~ ·meady the To~ab ,:,. 
human tcrniS. He cite:, the Mid rash,·· I Mm1:c 
Rufu:: asked Ra< '\\'l;ich mvr,: 
pka&-ant. rhi.; ,vork of Cod or the: ul 
ma·ri?'R. 

ThUJh Schulars d,J not on!~ lntcrprct 
the Torah, the;,­
dcve-h)pmcnl, 

of -al1.:V1hcy become parf of tht' Tornb. Ra;. 
oven is not susceptible to tum'ah. and the Aryehfcib'stwoicleasformau:iherer;tthesi~ 
R11bbi& held- that it was.. The Talmud Tornb 1..v;1..s bngi"nal!y fotmulate@ in human 
contfnll~$ as follows: "He (R. Eliezer) said to t{, be imerprett:d \.,;th human intelk:cL 
the Rabbis~ 'if l am correct !ct Heaven prove human innovation ~a'> <!. piw:e ir! 

it.' A h~aveQ.ly voice proclaimed, 'What do .. T0rah ~t_udy. · 
you Want from R. Eliezer·, The halacha 
f9How~ hi) oplnion in all placCs.'R. Yehoshua 
stood-up and.proclaimed, 'it (the Torah) is not 
in Heavefi'(Deut 30:i2),.. Wedo not fo,tcn to 
HeavenJY voice1ffor it is already written, 'The 
!aw follows the nl~rity' (Ex. 23:2)~. 

Th!s passage clearly states that we have the 
right to interpret the Torah even in a manner 
inconsistent with God's view. · R. Nissun 
(Draslwt H/JFan, 7) and Rav Aryeb Leip 
(intoduction to Ktrot Hachos/,e,.) explain 
that the Torah was given to human beings, to 
be understood by human beings. Majority 

..r.uk.iS-not.Just.accn\lenie..,unetho<l 9fset.tling-, 
disputes but rather the method of determining 
what the. l;Iuman inte.Hect has to say about a 

however. was l)Ot given to the iingels, il 

given to man who has human intellect. 
in his infinite mercv, gave m. the Torah to he 
undersr6od in h;m~""'! terms. even if tht 
hum.an understanding is. not wx on the divme 
level" (introduct:on to K't.zot Hachoshen:. T ~1 

solve om paradox. Rn.,: Aryeh Uib -1.:n ought 
the Di\'ine Torah ct own to our kvc!. 

Rav ''{ehudah Lo-::w ben. Bezaiel (\faha.ral) 
mldersta.nds. the..:'vven Q.fAchn.al,".-i-nc~dem 
u,_uite differently, He a,rgues (Chidushei 
Agadot f$,fah«ra1 v. 3 · 2fl) tirnt Rav 

? 
• 

Y•'::r1sy:cfn1a rt;ecb tht 
<-1 ·J.!f;m;:-.n\y w,ire· ~H ·hat (;,L 
cf proph-ec~·<-'---i:nt;1'._,; 

r 

\.1<1hand ":.<,EI~.:t~ ,n c_,!1,!:f ;1rc-a~ ·i 
Ha\ /\ry,,h L,:J;, .{;ntrndu~ti n: tr, S}rt;,.: -r 

a Ptrsun i"llU\t 

pltasv-rC. Ra.\, 
··Everyone 
cann,Y karr1 
pa:t1fuL ::,kcp-l..:-,;-, ti,-k.. ·•Oriya ,per:,,or; capab,'-' 

, :~~1~:~n~! anJ suite rm~ .;an \:S.T,rk hlrd 

~bharal o.ptains d::a.c s1.rKx~ T~1ra.h D.,irT 
wisdc-m, o-nly >t \1c·h,_; h~ s.epar:1r;;d 
hims~]; 

Totah. 

the Torah. R<>v :'\!'~e_h ~i_t? fdt that 
concep~~ in t~eir p¼re "\.\,,:,re 
beym:d numan ,:crnpr,:-h:TtSu}f; God haG w 

oniy we;:. ha·.-r tht k~r,;,.;- ~~~::rpret ;: 
Mabaral felt ~h,u !he- Divm;:, lsl!c-wiedg:'." ,, 
¼-lthinot:r 

h"i\\tr amp-frtude. ff we 
~p2.rate t)Urseiv~:, from tht anrnda:1c ·,;.e cm 
uncterst:u;d the word ,";f Ge-d 

I 
01 

I 
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>· 
~ IJdeJ ('htll/ltn ,; 

:1···· ·· . .. ·· ··· M~1,Mi6),illiilglhefir•t0'*tsllindtt1g. ~ >·. . . . .i dmioguisllcl liet~ri elected IUJd'_apiloJnwif ~ . 
·-· _ 0.· ... , ., ... _-, af!i= H!i'.argw:£th;,t tbe.J)ri!hil!1t1<>l1appiies,d•l . 

• , .• ,,· . ~-~: ·, "':' ··~ .•• d 'Dilly to the flnrer amt not tu, situatioru; in R ,~'¥ amoqgattiels),· Af. whie!)aii •woman is voluntarily aocepr<:<1 as 
<111,t, tlle_S.,,,, ~- leader .. His <!ittfnction 111ay ,be funher:.ri 

~;·twwcver, .as qualified; 'po~1~l>1,;1;1,e,eteel.ion· 1111111 ... he .if•· 
. "uniuilmoufan.d the e1~·su1,~ 1ore\,ajj al-~ . 

anytim,. Possiblyw<imenmay·Jl1'rv~inol(rees ~- . 
-they would <itkrwise"l,eex.clud¢4f!~~ ifihey -~ 
are accepted by the constituents. Election of a .. $ 
synagog11e -f)resident would, especially if . / .' • 
unan.imo~s. constitute acteptance; · Rav 

· Visioel Zev. Minzberg. hQwever, points ou1 !;;> 
tha[ k{Ibbalah.only allows a pe;:.,,n normally o 
ineligible fo(<in office to serve on an im;gular if 
basis. Obviously, the presidency of a sy.na- ;.; 
gogue is more permanent than the type of gg: 
situation which Rav Minzberg oescribed. .., . 

'ffifi'e ex.el'cise of thepowei-$ of the olfice is ., 
0 «:, as-,• 0 

suggests, the n~re of the office IIIU5t be 
· exatllln¢. T!>Sllfot-(f,- JOJb) ind.icares 
thaiMy j,osition onfardif:J!llisi entail the 

in our·case would have tO determine Whether · 
tlte president of the sy~ bast~ power 
to-coerce anyone. · · 

It seems, then. that a synagogue hoard 
eo.nsideriflg a woman ~s catldidacy ntust 
consider_ the following issues: Is tt,<- way i_n 

:which a·women'woukl acquire_the office the 
only problem or is hei'exercise of in;, powers 
of !hat off1qe also pr<lbkmatic? If the former, 

· is eledion to ao offtce less problematic than 
·aepointment? If the latter, is coercion: a 
prerequisite for serarab? If so, ~ouldthTollitc-

.;i 

, ~ Mail!'~~:~ or tcasqn -enable the <lfficer ti> coerce people" Oearly, .. ~"!"""'millloff!t:!=s,bis•".\111:W"' . .. _ r.-..=----===·.,..-=======..--~, .. ·ne'"<leli6eralfo~ aboilt th,s topic. would be .• ·:was ~Y. · · ~y '.'!!lost ~ qui1e complex and woulci l!ave to be studied -;authorities (i _}y{bk,i,i l'IJµir,,,. on a case by !'8Se basis. ..,..""""_-,-c_..,.......,,,.,-....,..,....,-......,..,,.-..,.,.,..,,......-...___ (min Gideon wbicb sreais only h-<Jm Ciod's 

sending1lim, i.e: from -1 have herewith sent 
you". 
2 fn Legends of 1he Je\NS. H.L · Ginzberg lists 
MHG I 722)3 and Yalkut 11,62 as the primary 



,. 

G8!l·k!ng ret~\i<ii\slilp. ~Ii ~ amlll' !;_all~t 
o.~vkl's req\lQSt 11> builil_theJe~!e, Natl!\W 

· the .PfQp~ot· !llfp~ ll.ii!i ~tA11lfduril\B 
Sol<imon's reign '?11" Jl\e,winin~dro~nl,be 

. fulfilleli.since''9niylhe11 "'.iWtht\ki~; 
ui kln - Srtnilarlv. the Torah wben rohibitm h vi beet! inherited b ~lomoii, . . . • 

hisrnric~l:contex~, ,he TOr&t{~ms:tOSuggest ~·o19Rion'as ·."I~~· a ~~~·.tO,.m~~'.(U}S~·fu\tel. 
that'thnnonarc7ly IS mere!y an accomQdatio~ 7: 14'- -As a son,the Urtg must reslimb~•liis 
,,r the peoi,tc (Nachmanides). not. an impera- fa~r and-~te his ideals: · ·- ·:-;'~. · 
ti,1e. Gil:leon's(Judges8)rejeetionofapopular In tlle-rol{lst··of thFtlescnpQoii ,o~'" 
ant-mpt to crey.:n him· furih¢r obsC1:tfes the · tetrtP:!e'S :c9~t~~o~ :"a ~li~ · in~er~ptl()~·" 

-issue. Also, the.sw:cess of variousjudg.;,. in .~iadescripifonofJ~j'Onsti:iu,tl,<>i;i#. 
thrnarting enemy ~(tacks (Ju<:fgl'S J-17) seeim . king's house, thetext~min!lly.~m~tlie'. : 
to deny any need fora king, However, the two ~o~: ~ nipe1®1i<US!':Ofi1le'(wor<l · 
repetition-o(."there ~-no king in-ls""1~~­
eac.h man did.~~ pleased" in Judg~ 18."7(1 · 
implies th~t the absence of a monarch .let 

· "· · violen<.i ~nd iilotairy overruq, Israel. 
Tum,kh's atithi uit on the sub'e'ct is-

· higlilighted by <lod',\ equivoqi[ J:eiiction 111) 
Samuel {8-12). 10 (he peQple's d~nd. for·"' . 
king. After . irutially expiessmg feelings of·. 
rejee1ion, "it is I iliey hav!,Crejected"'.(Samuei · 

· 8'8} G-oo obi' : artd :initiates. ·the klli 's 
.. prou:ssuf apptiin.tinenl;:;')'hatill<!d's inital 

diiefmmr)ws d~ipated i!-__uri~o~ ny·,i't:te· 
c0lltigui1y and Jiecufiarity.of chat1ter9, whifh 
describes Saul's _chance meeting. with Samuel 
and ~~SCqu"ei:it inailgu'ration .. , -~hai,ter -8 · 

· ,cl!!_~ widi (i"od\; ~onirnandoumiioSamuel • 
:. :to becil the. pi,\>ple's <len!anil: In chapter_ 9, 
· though; Samueltemai~inhisusnal ~iilenee . God shares ti~ kin 

while Godly.int~rve~tion sttikinlJ)y delive~·-' the'humbn nmri~h~, ·. . " , > . ; \ '; .. · 
Saul 1,0 ~anu,ie\, Jhe_ namitive (in ad4ition to . T{,ls_ DQ~on ll!igh(e.xp!!'ii!Jii:e ~i13il<li).<>f > 
tlieki"l!~ 11<:ing cl\osel)_.by lotte,:y in the t,tbs<,jaaj ~elln~iiw!i9:(,M~~­

. folfuwing chapter) emphasil"sJhe role Divine ·. greatest iiction was hilfri,ielalion<liicl~acill~· . 
1>io.vi_dence . played in the . initiation ·of· tire . of the' l'i>rah-to' lsr~i .. Tutt filit i~lan!le 'ti( 
· mo~arctiY:)\t tfu,e/¥fii~nt Qf tne; Divine · .·: Di~ jevelati~tr was col!}Plete<! l\y-Silll1'~ 
· COl!lW,~!l!ltne/'ttheprophetismoS\ell/gnJatic, . lvl\e11b,e;~~IJ/!~t\leo_nioJ1arcltj,. > .. •. 

f!•e Rl;\lkl,en!. js tw_-0,:foij: wJ\~ does t'1e 1li.e ~4n4; 11111re ii111il<llUI¢ m.otih!resSeS ·· · 
• prpp¥t:p~1l(e-stri'}'~-lml~igu_(>usly;arid_ . the ~n,t lie~!'¢8 ~ lllld ~le: ;j'b~ ·. 

·•. • wJiy:d--Sl,m.uelsoagll"IY~ petformmg · requirement d1itt.hel)e abl<; t<>cl/niie thfpeo~ 
~-=~c__;..-·-:'~~s~~nt expressed both int~" i.::~:?E:;..;~°.;,~=:l!~~ 

es ,n t ie71.jjfs.u< months l)f!Ya~ • .1,.,1'...,·"s"-'. · ""'"'"'+ 
' )'Ile : JS) dl!!ingWhkh Abs1iloni's rebellion !loll!'' 

'ished"::iren'rihflude<lin'.iiieebnnti>fm,;years' 
ll$lcing'*"•~d\iri . . .\llhedidii'thavethe 

' ·· · · ll!'nll),; 



~tte n~i~htweJts1,1s_ptci_iw((~ir ~ho--q~ot~ J~y.;~~h sµ.rviV:aL" the~qk. eirt:a '1976, newly~ 
Henry Dwid Thoreau and Rab~i Ji,sep~ R. . !}ed:<if America. felt that "foi;its Jews/,menca .. In thcs',p~n. wJwre 
'svl?:Ve'~~C~~k ~~ the pa_~- pr~~edl~g -~Js· t_abI_e · oftfrs a, geriH~!lg, _ na,rcoti_c ccctll!~t:t.- Sµ0rc $1 ', for~ng 
o('cotii?ht~ 9f · posS:eSSit1g a -pCrspe_c,tive Oe3:th:"' 1ft Jhe _begin~i!lg _of thfbonk he-view~ imistmg :upim drawing 
in~e~-~a Hfe,ityle ~-th~t faHs somewhei:9 out almost aH fai;:-ets of Je~ish tifr as internally -CspedaHy, the conclusions in the 
of., the otdiTI;lf)'" l-1,~rn Chert~k·s Ste~i~~f transf~rwcd and't~inted ~~ tlie -~wCei_"_poi_~n Chertok ablupt!)'._ br~a_!<1,c fro?'I th'e Home(fordham_ Unive'?it:Y Press,_New ~o~tly -ShpJX!d- intoJts h~nd by Amerka---fi TTlfiin body of h-t~ - - --tU-C~nd;1sf;~s which .. 

2 
]988) doef\"in fact~~ellver' an·int~_restin_g Jook__ po~o~ .. · that n~u~rs. ·religious, idef?titY ;m~ invariably' make a predictiol1.-ot cxtinc­
~~-.the e,s:perience qf aliyah from ~he JJt:rspec~ feeling._ And m ant_ic1patiotf of -o~v1?-us timf for American Jewry bemoan the 
tlve ,of a ball! tShuvah. who once _proudly ques_tions, he writes tha.t· apparently heaithy 'i_f)transigence and hypocr!s}' of Diaspora Jews 
belonged to t~ Stµdents for a· __ Dernocr~ttic Jewish communities such as "the Skokie~.and in regard to ·alfvah. 1n· the second part, 

The inevitable~ do\cr,e<;s (.tl the people, }. 
forged from WHhm,·by a shared reilgwn. from r 

Sbciety. a matr wh~+ whil~ moving religioulJ: Teanec~s . : . iefleci aberrant., veKtfgi.tFflas:-hes however,,,his c&.e;ays flow much more naturally with.out hy an oppres~ive 
_to,._the ~~ght, -remaine~ fu:rnlytn_n:encbed int~ of false Jewish vitality," to .the~r endings, and his th!':mes remain 
.political left. :far ,more than a journ,Y._ ?r · Apparently, as Chertok's commitment to constant throu-ghout the_ essays. Whether he iS 

·.f011ect1on of.i'eco}Ject_iims,. tlie:essays try, to reiigion·and-ZiO-nism:grew, the two became profifin_ghisnewhomewwnin1be.Negeviaa-ri s,-i.crifice 
~?'an:tlne the _ author.!s -o .. ~ginal. ~eciSfon. ~? doSely __:reiate9· in_ his. mi.n.· d. Obvious(y he ~loquent defense nf his deci!i-ion to live there, (>ne thai · · I l • cs d' · · h. , ' "' · them "mo-re oompiex, more pt::rs.onaJ by ~~gra~e. t? sr~ 3:nu 11~ C?n. rt~~ns gt w 1ch- wasn't the ~rst to f ~m.tul~te-.-&Uclr .a p~iloso.;. constr.~ticizing a basicaily succes.~fol-.c!,P.e: d~~n gCSuue~,-'!li.~ .-ad~usJm~nt ~d pht, ~t. Che~ok t11,~. ne\1/ bpaft 'shl!ya reacted- k~bbu:tz with .a few probi~m~. or doeumenUng fo.r, .. -- _it~,;; Goldtx:rg verstlll Goldberg in-;iead reaction~,-to __ · his- ne.w environment~ b9th the strongly against a society that ·µaid only non- s.ome ofthe highlights of his avtivist career in °1 Hatfi.efd against McCoy. 41 b."-thiSl- doc;.enes:-. routine"s and singular incidents ?f Israeli life. C.omrnttal lip sieivice w·iionism In Chertok's lsrne! bewcites.c!earty ahont the i.s-snf' at band that Sustains Chertok, *hich .. cnabl-e5(h-imJ to . . noild Hrm a vmon of Js:rad " rinally, it bri~y reas~ses, with the eye of a eyes-, this indicated a deficiency in. religious instead of catapulting foto another topic at the disiHusionrnem~ aitd 
V'eteran oleh, the Ame:rica Chertok:_knew most ~utloo~ ~Ot,m.d g~neraUy to res Ult in conclusion for the sake of a moral. eTicOiimered in the hn1.di jnti~~Jef}i_ before his departur~. a5Similation. No_ longer digressing into moralistic 

Dllfing his JaS:i seven _years in th~ ·u.s., UnderstandablY~ most American Jews win irreleVancies~ Chertok is able to communicate Surely Chertok grew doser to 

arena. 

f' Che~qk resid~ in ·Coalingat ·califorrtia, "a· defeJid_:thetnseives against Che_rt.ok~s ~oom., m.ore of his personality. Instead ~QFrea<ling a and the land the longer he iivc,i_! mitp,-dot qf 6,000 some 60 ~iles southwest Qf sayi~g, ev~n 'iJ{ the fa_ce of accus-ations _ of writer's thoughts on ab):ah, we now know of doscne5:£ must have corn.t: al [he cost of .i. ... Fresno.,~,Thol!agh the Ch~rtoks accou'flted biased perspecliye. But they do not.fling forth a_writer'sexperience a~ .anofeh. Tnediffercnce temperin_g of his_ pioneer idealE-inL fn !9::fJ, on for 'f~y· o.i1e qilarfef of tho town's JeWish ·lies s.Pun Out qf desperatiOn to presei:ye some reflects itselfin the level of enjoyability as weH " his- third vlsit back tO Ameri,.~a. he .arnved in popnl~tion1 they. nevertheless metruhorphos- vestige of respectability and yiabiiity for their as in th~ relevance to the reader. Thought tht': States as a gue£L a visitmg bra.eh Tbc ized within this ·Christian cocoon into a .community. Only a person of bi~ outlOQk coupled with experience provides the basis for change in perspectivecailed for a reasseS-smtm religious familj,. Not surprisingly~ they fou~d could assert that even the most healthy Jewish entertaining reacting and a more earthy of his feelings. toward;o; Amen ca. In the fin«J Coalinga. fn~~easingly. defiCieni in Jewish American - communities contain nO real. wisdom that .chertok garnishes with drv', essay Chen:ok hone:1t1y admirs the po"SsibrtitY - ---spiri-t-md iif-e--as t-hey---gr-ew---in~-rea-sin-gfy- --elements -0 t·---reHgio-sicy-:---V-es-~-there .. ~re-- -often seit-effaclng_·h:umoc- - · - --that-h~-strong reacttf;.n&-~im ;\meri('.a: ~-----observa.1t. Chertok writes that this situation;. problems, weighty ones no doubt, hut one. · While the vignette$ about the 'adjustments the first fev.· 
coup-led. with a hastily planned but highly must take note of th~ pbsit!ves roo .. The made by Chenok and. his familv to Israeli 
inspirational trip to Israel, evCntuaHy Orthodox w~rkl (across its spectrum) is in the society intimate in· ~xceUem f~shi~n the 

, prompted his aliyah. . , midst of a Temark~bl~ ~~~~~nee:. one . t2mdial _glq~~$ fostered ... by. 1L dr.amatft: ~~ -~ .... ---e~n~w ail to~ w.eU ffie ravag~s _-pJ d~tfileoUJ.Shed by Jew'ish);arn.1lli1 -~-bs;:~~q;;- .~ changeJl~ Ufe,sueh as al(vah, other p-Jeces that 
-assimilation as he encoUntered (hem on of halakha. and physical growth: The !ack of . deal with singuffil incidents pro~'ide a.glimp~e 
various~.campuses through.out t~e U$ .• but .ahighlyc_onsequentialaliyafamovementatthe of one of lsraefs most dist.inct feiafres, '3. 
Cveµ;.if his CaJifor:nia experience -seems Hk-e an present._ the~efore does not present. , a "false simultaneously swe.et antl suong draug~t that 
Q~vious b~kQ.rop to his departure from Jewish ,vitality."· Fu-rthe:rffi;ofe~ Cher-tok, - -often-strikes immigrants and vistors: Jife 
Aru~rita~ _his pefceptiOn of_ Coalinga as- a··' ~bviously is highly idealistic, a trait which_. ~among'.o_t;e'sownpoople_:,"la~~tril;.i_ng'piece 
Eafadigm of .the Ovei2lf Je~lSh Affierican i;natµf-ests itself·~n ·rufU~usuitlly' .. sfrong wilt about his own experience as·a guard at the 
scene: is misp]a~d. In ·his fi.rst Jew essays ~erhaps he doe'? .not realize that he cannot Be~u.t airport ai: the time- of the Sabra and 
Chertok repeats in many dif(em:it {om,.1:_s.· ~s expect most pe9ple to follow his lead and jet Shatilja massacres and the Israeli am1y·s Cuiy he wa:;.n 't r~nHy s-tcalmg home; he ri'iited ti,eiief ,'-th~t ·" Am~rica iileiuctab~Y preS~e~ its off tp:!!the othei side 9f the world.. subsequent with4rawal from Beiru,t, Chertok 
tlmmb ·on tP,e,.scales_ ·against our Specifkaily C~ertuk in -fsrael, Writing .about Israel_. finds both scalpel-iharp di.sappoimmecm in 

once resided J-iome? He h:.a~ thai 

G n an ~-ired l'ronl pre'V~,page c~1alfonge ·, as ~j}; As... :Ou ki~g,s (:f S>J~e~ ---·'~s. we have seen~~the physical skit~ 
(Sa-inue1 1 n:-saufs stalement/~Goonas SaV~tf' nations; (~I Win' appoint,~ _-king like_ au th~ of the kingihip presents re!igious pitfaU~. lt is. what they think. w bt an -Israel'\ :-CQntai~S, the.-;Ifl,fi'dote-. to ,their ~urrou~ding 'll;'.\tions'I> ·Detlt. !7:'M) th.ii ki_~g fo~ this reason that th,e Ma!b1rn (SamueI 8) 
~essim~n\- Though ih&Pl~f ? p~rtra.1/S. the; rules~Olut~iy; However~- when the Israelite considers the kingship merely accomOOa­
eff!Cacy of t~e,l~~~-o~ptu :leadershi~ ~~n~ king::~Ub~rdinafos him,~ to a_preeeminem tiom!i and temporary. Onty at the pt:opie-'s 
urgent si~uation.s •. ·'reroi~sceQi. ·:of_· J,._t.gi~., ?Ode of laws-d~pite.his·gre?i power he reyeals behest is th~_kingship instituted (Dem. J 7: 14); 
lsrae~~tejCCts -~bis frqfe1,mindin$'a:ki~, ~_ile G(..--a~s snpreaae autho~ity. · furthermore, when the world unites in 
the prophet co~t~nds t~at:this f9tm Qf jud~g;,· ' Exiimp!es. throughout the Bible evince the recognizing Gn<l.!s absotute rule a human king Ruth is redeer~d from desp3.ir b_y :he ~irt-h o( is ,religiou~!y ideal .and ·th~t ·therefore ,the king~,.,.~rofo~nd r~ligio~s-~ff~._o~'his·people. wm redundant (Z&hariah f4~}. Kingship a'son. The Qa'i<"idte mu~t t:Si..1bEsh the-, QlQ.naI"Chy ts·u_n~ry;:·tjle pe9f_Jle ~pp:reci- -. U~iyah~s sdf·Satisfaction infected the people is for limes when J,;rael needs a k~ng m kingdom on these "';f repent;1n~t: , '~te_ t?e spiritua~ , bene!lts· '.u~ the ·n:1o~hy .. fcomp~re H Chroni~les 26: 16- with Isaiah 6: 1. represent God who, to them, ha,.; become iess and resilience from l he presenc·c niuc~ 1;nore. )11:ey express this appreciatiqri. j-0) jl.!St-.a~ 'Menash.~'.s. incessant idol)worship ,:o-nspicuous. sin ;;i Da-,, id's .and Sot,)mon 's ,:,: tgms ,,dhiws --only m <:hapreT'f!_,"when:ufeY-:bri~![S~Crifices - ·caused the 1-)eOJjle"<)fhls-g~D.eratiQn-tosfray{lJ Samuel's anger in· Chapkr- 8., tOougn: thC~ kingdom th€ urfN)tH.may ro w,Jirn\(."·s1nd · to_',Qod .W:ter !he v_foi~.r~ l~ by Saul'.- :Ki'ngs 2 i:9). Josiah re\lived ·the following emanates from ·his re.cognition of the peOplo's recognize lt~ im_p-ertl'.'criun. h is Da\i<l's J,bnln_; -- -4:=.h~-k:tntf ~--rcligio~s:mo¢ehtnc,l--ins-F4ttrln- - gener3:tion~-religious spiri.tbyreimtiutingthe·· -tru.c ing;_nti.Q_n_~_:_Wix.hmn __ ~QnJ_j_nt_toJtJ--~--·~rA-~-=-!il-.re~.ir._c\fret---hii-SllL y,.ith-E:ithsheh8- -,.1. hie~~-- -,- -s~urred.-Nachmr-HdCS·S-{Dwte-rciao~ny i 7: 161 ~ r($-gffn1S~~ii~.ffiied-,-: ~~.£ad~r§Iii1t·l§~~afeiil·!;((f O!··i1S-sUfvi,- i~i. d lstiP.gulshcS h~fl: from his 

_ :..:..e~p:ianation.Of.th~Tt;,rahrsprohi-bitiOnagainst (Pesach} arfd efaninathrg the ref}u1sive and Samuel da:ims:however;that 1sraernfisoiJe., The :entire h.istory of ~ng the· nations, to Egypt, ·in terms of irrevere'nt customs he had introduced · (!l-ilienCe cause:d their mifrt:ary los~e·-. Saul's d_ethrYJling. an ,r,au,r,,ci<.,lli 
'- EgYJ)fs' --reli~,?~ ,oege!ler_ativ: tendnen~ JG~~ ~3~4:"-21). Inhere.nt it? his freedOm to rcpemallce -they achieve viL.tory The contiguity of the -:-t:::~l:l .U.1¢ the at.dons or-rue .tgyptijllls- =oeterr.mri~ pohc1es, relf£Hius and secular, TsTiie-==nierefore a King ts unnecessary ·sufr_,. <H suggests· a- sH1fi1M-mmr~1'71iF~~-yo_u Sihali not d0" (l,:eviticus i6:3}. · kin.g's ability to set Jhe religious tone of the Indeed, the roots of the monarchy are former repre...,e-ms the theme o! :epe?r:a;K:.\ , Servfrig as God 1s, ·suprer,ne cXarnplc., the nation. intertwined with d1e idea uf repCntance. the !atkr ts dominated h~ th.: high tJn:\,c.r;a.1 king 'has inspirational' responsibilities: that The .paradoxical· nature of the monarchy rising out of desperation, The parnHel ukimaie rnonar.:,hy ,Jf G-od. ex.tend: to. th~yations of the World as welt causes ·the tf!nsion manifest in the TQrah's . narratives concerning Lot and h'is daughters pnmary re--;ponsibihy. !hough. -~ S1rice-fsrael'sOUty~l,fi'giobaf fmfu"erice ambiguity. It atsO expialns t~c diverse !Gen, 19), Judah and Tamar (Gen. 38} and aicomrUsh the 11lore humbk them-.: (Isaiah 2:J), results fiom beirig imbued with µositi-on.s, of the cOmmeniadeS: :as to the Boaz and Ruth, converge in their d-est""endant · rfwnarchy. the umty o-f our p>:Gpk 111 Divi,n~ spirit,and being Ood.'s represe,ntatirin - --necessityofthemonarchy(Maimonid,es)odts {David). AU these narl'arives rH>rtray a aikgi.ancc_ to· God, \\ bich can only b~ oft earth1 the kin,g as :both ls.raefs ',and God's more 8CComodationaI nature' (Nachman.ides. scenario of despair ·and abandonment. which, accomplished thrnugh communal penitt·n.:e representative mµst respo'nd tO thts spiritual Abravanel). , througq. well intentioned effort, result in of aH Israel. 






