


tinueis shiurim. -~o_ JogkaHY, _the . -~t_udems 
'""'' "~ am,no. FUrtheµliore. ·to_ its :er-edit, the 
~·esh/Vt{l be starting, an: aftef'fiQ_0.1\-Seder in 
:ivne durinr, which, all ;a/midim wm learn the 
<a,ne «)ri,·. This win nopefo!ly n!li,ten the 
sml1eVt!.;at-ioose cOhesi.vcness of.the J'.f!,S,hiva. 

We expect a lot from ourll,oshei Yeshiva 
and. admin\straHon, and rightfuijy ,o .. But .· 
_uhin:1ate-l_y. _the_ yitafity-_. and _success of ,the 

,,-~yeshl\'a.~pend ~n its-ess~uce C-- we talmidim, 
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iil addition 

ac(i:u:dlfit.~c t)le_ faW:of-~-~~mm;._"" 
, . R";,;(_ak's ceiib3:cy theory so11nds. like 

Jbt sw,ry of Yiftrl -i. his vow. ,;e,:ms io. , ':,;,Jid, ra!lrer than psl,at. h'omcally, the!!l!h. 
rei:ount a ~· httmil,'l sacrif,ce by a ;t appears nowhere.·;,, midrasluc lit~. 
~ of 1$,aet Y,ftacll .begins ms life wiili a M~ T~ (Boclmkotai. 'S), .. for 
"""' ttpl.lWioii. · ros hro!he,s di,;i,,h.erit him e:x2:ml'le, state> that. Yifl.'iiql mistakenly 
and ion:;; himt<, flee bis native area Despi!e sao:(roed his d/Wgh~rnot of ignqnwce <>f the 
Ill;;. e,u:1y misfo<t,mes he ....,. t,;, a position of \aw. ~ R~ expl.,jm,,. that ,the 
l"'W"Y, and "'"""' lhe lmlefue, from tlicir tragedyre:ruitcdfroma.battleofwills_~ 
~ Tu,,,; i-..el<J)lirably, he w.mmit;; Y'lf!acli ml l'ind,'1$, .the high p,iesl of'lhe 
""a«ofwhich the 1-0rah say,;: ~y '1<l shall oot ·tune: 
:a<.un..Swwimftlle Lord your. Goo,fqr 1:1,ey ''Heoould ~~~·~>_~!'!"!~::, 
pe,fa,--m for tl1cir g-Od$ <"'<>'Y .. alm~ .act to Pl\,chas, tl»ltJl.te '"lid, •1 am the mg""° 
tut me Looi delesfs; u,ey =offer.up $cir I s!wuld go to Pincha.s'l:" Pii1';bas said, •iam 
- an<! daughters fu fire to .lbeir g-Od$, ~ the kohm gadql and ! should go !o this' 
{~y 12:31) · . igrummrus:r' ~n fl,e tw<> of them Ille u,_. •'*-' e.<aminarijl?, lb!: ~ Iinfol"l!lna~ """f"'llllhtd. ~ (37:3} 
,ljffi,;i,kies ~-The~""""' ~ia<tes ~hough .!he 1e,;1. never ex~ -,., 
thoi a "'" ~ ~ The ~ is , <i,;,n,,s '{if!~b, an<l rep<>rts no Divine. 
reppru,d olljectivdy, witboot ~1J.<No rettibmion, Lmli<e, 1,1..W,,. ~ him aw 

,01¥' pr-on~ol ibt~ter<lurii,g Pinchas lf;eirjust ~ l'iocbiis l°""8 bis 
lhe~i~ Yn~ ~ her- ~f11re- ~~~ )'.iflD's·~ fall olf 
~ll>evow,ani!"""""decw"'Vlf!a<;h ~1>ere1,e,~"".it~~Aoolle""' 
""~rl!ler "'·~to !hei~ l>iiri«lmtbe<;itiesofGileadr(JudpJl:1), 
Years~hisd<;,!lh.'!f~islis!,,,!3'™"lg A ~niid~~ ;.,~ ofYilla's 
~ .. ~ •• ~ of l~ ·.~.Md•&x! .. ,mt ~""' seems oot of I'~ ,;., Radi!t's, 
¥~""6~a!WIYtfl.liclllmdSlmwet. ~ntaq,whlel,gener-,llYsi:rj\""f,jf 
~He~the,nfu!,n~~~ psh;a. Ra,j;,k ~. h<>wevi:r,. !hat bis 

~~(l ~j'l:H).. . .. .. . . . . •· . . . .· ""'"''"''*'? -Oil. )'jft;ld, i<.the ~ ~ ~'llne ~ again;u literal 
)'i(t"',b.'s ml<:ntiollS in sa<;rifi.cing his <>f'!J¢~i<t;'.'$oflie"~.oftlie~~lo ~ of the ~ory do oot seem strong 

~."!" ~ ~~ Unlike the ~- Arl<l(~~<b¢~mthe~ ~,to~ a re-i"""Prelalion of Ow 
~"!'i M~lnin~y,Y~ ifXboy "11.'•;l~;,, *fflil$t •1:;,q1Ul,em.~ -· 
~llis~ln~~-f',llfiltOoo's • ~ ~~~ scl!ows 1tje<,t- A ~onof Yiflacbl; original [nt,,o, 

will 1'S ,l,e.~. it..~ lle.~ · .lli!dalc'• inwrl'~n; ~ I>~ ~ in. illl!lring the """' wool<! help us 
.~ ~.'Vi>~. ~ lie ~ Iii<,<!~ ~· (Ha~./,~.· JltlM',lcn,, ~ the:.t<Jcy. The vow automatically 
~ilMt 'lJ¢ ~ ..,.,.., rn;Mie, "'~ he · · 19ti(i). ~ .or th<, "I~ .....i .. · :w,,plt ""1ls to oor miMs • picture ofY!ftach's dog 
c"'1ied oot. ~ the ~~me ~on .wJilcll~~then,,me ~-ton,ee;itim.&tthatpi.."ture 
(~ ~ l'J;3),' dots not bear <>Ut ofbil;fal:lle,;".fi,,!l)~~~~R/,di,luild is pn>l>ably arudlrorustie, and in any case 

!lild.~ .. \ . . < ·.·• . ·· ... ···•·· · J!Oldist~rt.!heinletl!i<>nof<b¢-.,"(p.24) """'1c<>Sbel :,nimals S<Jcl; 'IS dogs cann;>t be 
~·,·~•-•b<n·.·~-.i!D<IJhbbi MO!C.~, .. Dawi M"""1" ~- in ~·DidYifuiche~aroworgoat 

Y~{~]:R~Lakisb.~ .•. !l.e .. ~lmlill!B.~ft~Tl'd>~l'.lll6} lo.romeomofbishoosetogm,tliim''Soch 
- ~ t,:> Pi!.Y ~ • IO ~ l!Jl• • !bat Radak's ~ is _,,IM oolth< animals ge,,ornl!y are .,;,, familiar enwgh 
~oo<b¢'~; ~ Y ~SlU!i:1F . ?nly. valid reading of !he le1tt. with ;bcir owners to oo so. Arn! what would 
""" m>1:{,,,1,,,.J~ .. li> F./ ~. "I) we . . Wllat. t~ ~y ~ I<> Yifial::h's a ..,., be in Ylftm:h's house? Mateus 
~ai!mll!~~~lp!ie<iftemlon daughier?Acrorditijflo~thesto,ya,n argu,:s Ilia! !an- of Yiftilci!'s vow 
tl>o,~~l>ii ~ amla 11,lng.'l!(lacll .be r.e,od. on two level$. 'flie ~.,,.,....,,i .._.,. !hat he had a pen.on, rnther than an 
isoot~li>ltie~onthe·altoplmuld ~ of !he text""'""""' iDilicate !""1 ammal,i'1miml;'bui"and"aThervetzei",he 
~l,e~;nJ\~oot~~lie Tiftachdi<ll\Otkill his'.~!« bnt ~ "'*"',_,.refer lo animals in T;,,,,kh. His 

"'"ci:mre ou~ m mt.-e1 .. ""neralrv 1,elers 
subjects. Marcus 
liJ,raJ i.1 ·used in co•ljrnocr,,on 
verb. :ikqi;g, in 
there wasi.fion 
(l\ld~ 14:5) 

'4-fazii likriit"' in Yiftach's Yow might refer 
to an· animal if animals were found- in his 
house., Some d:aim that -people did nm 
their animal.<. in the house in Yiftach?s 
but others think that houses theri· lh"e."f'e built 
wirh a 0.:-mr .. ¼1 "l.°'-OUl:iyar<l in ·'<1/h,ich the animals, 
liVLxt A oompar~stln Qf" the 
phrase. midalrei beiit" 
with. ~n airoost identk.41 phr...a ... ~ in-_ Joshua. 
-suggests that Yiftach" int.ended a 

~ ~ a ~ .Wb.ydJd Vifuicll her fu>m him,an If,,.,., reails - ~I is ,weak; ~ in Tmiakh tJ,ese 
tl!.lllkb.elllodt<1~lll,is~ ·. •· ~'. ho-., Ilic !ltin ,ftl1 a 1wo.f"'1mi>f.tberoolywionlyrtlerwpe-0ple, intemions lht-, ca3nm he fu!lv 
~.,,.,,,,_ ~."" alrernare · · tem!il<: Sl<>!y of hwwm ....,,;r.,. is~.• <>I.her· 1om,s refer to ..,;mi,Js. for exan;ple, clarified by an examination of. the phi"..;, 

~<liYlftar.h'ssat:riiia,in~lo (!>. 8} The da\lgh!tt's o.ttuaUa!!1.~ vE>e:yani.makameom[vaizuJoftheark by "whatevei comes°'" of the doors of my 
m,i,,J..tl,e~mlhest<,ry.'fbey.ll'ffllt u,iclear.·.M,m;us belieV<S tbt·we .. ""' not families" {Gw,,m 1!:!7).or "And ,;.o. bca;s house". Pernaps,Yiftach intended to olferar, 
~tmft:1be_trndoes_~~$tttte'.tha:t mean~ ~o ~\V eu.cuy what happened. He cll!Demtt[~J_oft~.eforest"(fiKings animalasas.acrifa:et0God,antlw3iishocked 
Yiflacl>killi>drusd~it.say,,~tbat ·~•,fa"delibmueequwocall00»(~-:2:24!:2'.~j,ci'l'maps!,;.,t.F.ljjlnl!l!e!e'vvl·e,rroo,~t<!. rnneerfall'iill'yr• <ldooes.es.rnffio:llr--"'"'·'"""'H.'.;!>'ff"'""""'G"""'"""'"''''c!.g«a""1-..,;n"'"'""'ad~l!;J,•"""Cll'<'""'"'"'''l'!>',._, ____ ..;_:, 
Y-~. udid;t;> l,,er"" ~ had v9~ ""° she p. 12} in.~ text,; am! - !iJal. !he fate of <kscribe linimals si,npl~u.<e animais do he did have a person in mind. Y,ftach says !hat 
had ;- lcoowl> ". man$ (ve,oe 3';). R# Yiftach:S <laoghter "remains ;>coomidmm m 00! <illm ~.,.,- oo1• oftbings. In Hebrew, as 
q- his mti)e,- "9 ~ that Y'tfu!cll, !Im dlly /' (p. 5.5) ls t!ie co~undmm, in fan, m · Ell!lfu!:,, the expression "yotzei lil<rar•, 



~-->~\t·······:··,·'·~···;··.: .••. ~ •. ·.,.'.i.: ·.· ·.···· .· .. ·· ·.··· · .... · .. ·.,-.,~.-~:....·:, ... ·ii .. '· .. · •..• -i, ...... :-.,..< ..•. ·.-.· ... ·.·.,.··.· .. -.·.· .. ·.,~·.,' .•.• ·.\,·'.·l::,.· .. - >·- -.c.·_ -_.. _._-._ ·,-._·.----___ '.\-':··,_ ,·.::··· _:··_--<'::,· __ -·,-<:-·_-._,, ,,··_/ ', -_.-. __ :· ,' --: .. -_-.-,,-_;,_·;·· ... i-'\-.-": .. >·-··: __ ,.:-_,>,:;.r·.,-;: 
:; . '"''' M ~" <W-'< < ' < \ ~¢t\ll<j~~</~>l!ile ... ~ropl!Ql)$;Ttil,fii\lthl' . < ~afdo~Oaj!(>fil};l>e,ioq;p~b}']>~~p\~< ' 

J tae;,u.;! l<"!'.ili!O(.<?f~be"\jlhlh ,..-nmr)i.WOVOf• tllose i~ (h;,t tile K~ls J>,flWllrllY lnt.:fl<l,;d . !lncmn!"'l!int, for llltl!:f of tho IJ<io.k. if~:.!s to !>elie~e the111,. and. the ·. Mo~lo111 that Ii~ 
ii •ilio" oj ,i1<:<JCl,wltrs !p,lo;la,,~ .Th~ l\,'i!~ar . rt< a JH>kmk . •!llli?5ft,hllqsqphy, Stra~, ' "'\!li tn;,tto!1l, utterly unrel~i,,d to aMi· canootroad Ar~b\c ([his is ~d!futte\Jl{q~ly 

k'll"Jl,, ,r;;u~. ~· a ~urr,;~, drt'.t.'ll in whicll . ueko<ls 1.ni, i,"'s\tion by yqinti%. o~. th lit !i!iil~c • po!!'lllk:, f&t ~"""'J'I~ ·kedush/1.t pa\1 of !tis r~j)<ln,se to tho \i.ioslem:rus qi.Mt 

~·. ~ lS.to!,t~:Yl"lr iniciltiuns lire pklsing N the •five positiora Inf>"' or.• F hiiinlj!llj (O ef£fZ )'~. His clailll dt~t H(l)evi !'ll"""'1s h•.• l\fgurnen.t, that the C()~~r' -Ofdivi"~ r~vcli· 

,- · ~i¥.t6i.-)».it ·yi.lur" <1~-tiOfis :-a~ nOt; pli!_asing" h) ( 1.itthod.ux.) Jt4dak7Il_-~-~~~eren1:Itdi~~ ha_~}n :the--~_nd *<:oh~~~_ i;iise.uss_io_~:-_?f ,Hon-_ ·_r~~i~ . · ~irat:ufo~s:· proof~_,_:' i$: .:~-~-~!_}'_ 
.iZ Om <~tor";,X-.: Utinvi«s a ,,,;rie, of in tlleK'4%llrf. P~*"'llJ>h:,,, Cl)ristianity, lsi~m, P.h1l"'op!ly ruso. fails to ~;,n'lillC\; me th\\t incornpre~ensi~le. lqgicajly ~n~ un~lieval)le . 

::/! ,1,oo1eg1i,,;, in """"'inc for Mm a wur:« of l(arajsm a~d Kalarn; phifos<>p!\y is ,tile only I(,,,,.,, primary function:~ a,nti-pliilooophic ,ontel<tua)ly. If the Sinaitic revelation vroves 

..: c.,,.,u,,r,~i,,g ,ct~•ns 11 •. ,il\g rejMetHh,: one of .. ,1- P!~ition.s. wuich is. coherently p<>lellW''. thoug!I ihe cfwl/.h;;mls ~ponse .to the, femsi.~m\y of Dlvi~e revelation,.,vhy do the 

:l: t«."On>")efi<l~<lons of philclsnp&y, Cnrislim•· disc.~ twiG<>{!+JandS:2,14\Besides,'the the Khamr'\> fayQ<able impression of a single M'osle~ .~ more.mira;;Ies1 A.n<j how can 

ity, •nil Islam. he turns rast nnd nesitandy to occasional po!e,mk,,J refown""lto phl!;,sop\ly plillosoph\c dootrip~ - "Jl)is is wh~t I (eared · the iing demand suehptQofaft•r rej~ti~~ tbe 

Jtwru.,n. The dtt1skf<.am he ~Ul!S\!Oll& p,:oves a are lUOrn numcrnus, "1'd fflUChl)lort .SiJlllifi• y,ouhl ~U!)O!t')'<}U." .~ ~mnfy·oemo\}·. pl)ilosophic11:ligio!l OUth<;!:WUndtliatnyhad ·. 

~ominci,,g speal,er, and ilie king converts cant; thanthecorresponding references to any straies. a healthy·fe!ITµf phiiosophy1s sl'dne- ha4 di¥i°'e ,rev~l'!lion?tossibly the argutn,tit 

,t¢redy with h•• grand Vizier and. eventu.'ll!y · ntlicr of tile positions me11tioned, Above~!!, tive~ess. Str~~'s. ~nil assumption, that . is that D,vlne reve!ationtequii:os l'roofin-h 

convince, his,· people to' join 1hem, The .>n!y .. llie. philosopher .(ienios the Mosajc tlalevi',; undou!,red J)Qetic ability implied the . case;· bt1t that is ll(1l much of an argun1ent). 

Kh~ ochi;."Ve great pros!)<'dty and rnilitlil'Y revelati(m :'Q.llereas !hi'Chril,tian ai,d Moslent capa;;ity ·. to. lllake :super\;· d1oii:,es . in. •the . • .The di')!ogue wll.i,c~des tl,e i:wJth<im's 
~-"·~"- .~:,;J1",,, •• nn. . . . . , .·. at!mi( it.' Also. "Nothing is more revell!ing. platui]!)gofapn,i;ep~ilosophi,dialogue,fails entrance isexm1ot .m:ari!y s!)aUF"'· .... ·' ...• > , 

Dunt,.;;, ,1iuesTu1\is'!WOl:)oflllF~-~ym~~"~J~~~Jndeed ·. the Perhaps the wea,i\nes;, lJI the openh;g 

th£ttHakviS _narrative is_cssemiaUv h~t(Hit~ai, OQiius· th¢_ danger of _phil~sophy .. _Th~. K_i,ng ~.c~tains _sever~l $larin,g.inC9ngru_i_t_les,. ~~~;meats re~als---~h~t_-in -~he_- argtt~~nt,ative-

thpugh perhaps i_t the~ exrent and had._ been_ ~on~_rted t(l _ ,:J.udais_~_;_ ~_i;_e.~ )Us A.]n~ng_these are·:tP; (Chaza(s.s~t:ment_that: arena ·:_:they· -are -ins_i~c_a.Qt.__ ·Per:~_a~'·:: ~~·ey, 

rapidity of 01.:nversion_: fact _o.nly _ th_e ~pper resisiaoce1 .based- ~n ___ th~ _.in(Juen~ ,of. the he_ hflS see~_dle Karaites-~e-xertin8- them~!ves se;Ye· a 'pu~ely_ Ute~acyJu~~ion, ~m~h.3Sizin~ 

cla.-. Nnvened,am! probably not before the p.ttilosophy, had been <>vercome; lie had !>¢en m,ore in \he,~q, of GI)(! that the ,Rahbi- the historicity of the setting and making the 

ninrh. t>:n\ury {Note: He as= that . the· givenadelaile;! ins!nl<:!iQn inJheJewisH.faith; nit es, and . lh!iir. l\fgumenls . appear more ' calffor !he Je"'. believabk, Yet if that were so, 

disputai!on · occurred anmtld. ]40. H;uevi the. em:,rs · of the philosopher,; had ~n compellmg and bette• coot<!ii,ate<) withthe eve,qhe short present~tions of Christianity, 

himself ~tcu:e~--- oQly t·hat _ _many . Kh_azarn_ pointed oUtto:hi~ o_n ~~11:-sui~le-~on;_ pl~ll/ll~n_g ... -oLtbtf· -~---of_ tfte _Tor~7 isi_a,m,- -_and . p,hilos_oph~> in __ f: l -_wti_uld he 

convcrtw).· Leo Strar1SS (Ira"~ attention in he had ~en .begun .to consider himself a (K-i):22) •. Where has; he seen these ~nnecess~~Y· Hakvi .coul\l ha~e wptten 

~ ""4 ti,, .\'1 oi\\ming to 1¥10 more norma.tJew, T~n, almost at tiie. end oftheir Kau-.aill:S, and .if · 11<, ·. has, why.""' they not nietely .that the. king dilled their expo~ents 

; sign~ficant discrepanct~--- '"ln _both the Jette! of _interequrse, .. a_. questi<m: of. -his· ·too_~- the -_inyit(!U_,to· SPf'.~·witn: ~ H:·_th~¥- ,i_rrq1ress.-hlm -ancl:.iej~_-th~ir'4t~t.s. 

J<Ase'ph, the ~ing ,:,f th<- Kha,.a.,s, and in. tho' scholar to give· him. asumm~ and very moretbait.tlre Ral>bini~? llol<Clias he h~ru·d J\hi~taiasol~tio,,,cat, .Ix;. fouqdin Halevi"s 

Genc,ah iloo11mcnt pnl>hshcd hy Schwhter conventional sketch of the . phil<;~ophic tlie,rarJJU!ll<'l!ts? Similarly, his knowI~qgi, ii( titlef<.irt~ew<>rl<,\Vlucliile\.cr~;1µdaisn, as 

Quarterly !lsvi<:w. N .S,. Ill, 19 I 2· IJ, te..,hing; Th• conseq1Je1,ce oflhisd~l,,s~ is JIJ<lai,sm and T~ Ul)Cluates wi!i!ly i(lthe the "despis.ed re!igi<10, *. De1lpii,e,1 by whom? 

ft_l. disptrtations ·bew .. ~n. th~ vaflous contratytOallreasOnablr_ex:~tatiop;-~spite. c_<>u:~·_ofJ_h.e_~;ilO&tJe. To-:p~te-l~gi~ifmS,Juc;i,~"is·.sure-ly:ncrmore 

s,:ho!ats before the king are mentioned. ln . . . despieabl" than Christiaruty. And Halevi 

ncithef dtx·,-umeqf is -~eI:i. anv _ in!:":-rition Of a 'l\'r~tf t~-- _ JNQ_rt: for; -J:lk's-. ·:1n~6:(i(}f---\Yhqtrl-
phi!oropher. The addition of'a philosopher ·.. suralydi<l 110! dospisethelr ".~J'e*Oil, 

~~- .,Qr."¥:~l;tninl?t¥e·;ttd. lu>inmeni.· - •. ~ •• 
respo~s.;!,e !Q\wr !llV#S atmb nJ)<'iiing of 
the wµrJt,m, crucial and ineli!dei! l;,ecause 
dtey .~yn1bolize th~ !l'.llljor PU!'!'~ ;m\l theme 
µf the fl/Jtllri -~ that Jnd!lism should. be 
studied ,and appreciated froltl within, <!n its 
.M'On terms, rather than from WitbOut.: I{!IJevi 
statef in his title and ui hl thatthe~u,on ill 
noqm attackon but ratb,er adefe~.of.l'lis 
critique of philosophy is genera)ly l)1\'thodo-
!ogical; he roncooes in~; l 4thllt philOlopliers 
often live C"el)lplary li'ves: . 

Tue despisers of J1,aaism for whom Halevi 
_writes_ -are_ not · Christians.- Mo$,lems_ or 
plu!osophe1' .tmt rather. the Jews lhemselv,$, 

. . .· . .. . . , · · Who feetcomJ>elledTojustlty0theil're1l)!lon'in 
· . . . ·. _ Le Klla7M[,silverdcllil!g,~nit!n > . ~ristotdian or otherterms'. I.ndeed, H/!levi 

of a!lthat men and angels had done ti> PN1ect finallyd believe. tllaf. Halevi's dwiC!' of writes in 1: I tb\\t, he is respo!'lding to th¢ 

him, the king is(i~ly ilJlpressed ~y that f<1rmandsetting<;>n be.j\1Slified:011liter'ary attacksof"thosedraWJ1llfterphi!oso~hy,~ .. 

unimpressive sketch of philosophy, so mu,;h grol,lll<ls 9'h<;r~ Strauss-.. Jie uhlizi,s the · dis1i~ctfr-0m phlfosoph<:rs., Hisrmpo~i,siiot 

· · so, thay the sc.holar hasto.ref"'al nisrefu~ion o,1-,,,.,,~ l\ff!lrd,\'fl .DY~!l!e philos.Qphical • to resp-0ndc at_ !east not ill . t~ir ter!"'.:=c 

ofphdosophy all over ajj•in. • Finally, in. the dialogue ip general,. and the mastir:dis;iphl Jlldaism has ,; validity ofits. OWP·tfu!t~tt\ms-
Km"'1's opening seoten<e ~alevi mentions dialogµe in particular, .to ac!lieve goals from Divine revelation. · 

?hose who""'. u drraaww. ·.nn. ru af.Jl)r t . phi!osop. by" as the . unac .... b.·iev • ... · .. ·" .. b .. le.. .··.i.n ... the.. . dis. ' p'u. ta. tio.n fo. rm. In Thus. the Khaz,n:"s IacFof Jlillosqp..,b'"i'~cal~. ~--
tirst class of ~IS responding to, particular, this form enables him t-0 introduce sophistication is irrelevant ·lla!evi needs nQt 

A seco11d important .~umption St:auss im~t ~~mj>tions -liallenge<;!, . an intellectu.o! with "11\om the c}wkha,n can 

.m~~es-, is. _1_fmt "'l~ :t~ c;_ase_ -~f_ !-n_ .-2uthor -of ~_ttauss's_ ~m ~t _t4e Ku__,.,~ ·major de_bate_ ~ the _pole~c_is. __ secondary,- ;;.._.-_h,_~t 
Jhkvi's rank;. it. is safe. to assume. that· the function is anti-philosopll\c polemic cannqt rather a brii;li; novice to 'VilOm be can show 

connection between !he roment of hill work he pniven, thou8h, anti-philosophical polemic Judaism from tjJe rootS up, and wlto will not 

~nd its for"' is as necessary as such a is certainly '11!1ong its furu:tiOllS, But his imi>~aphil.osopbicfrail)ewor~onJudaism, 

connecti9r can possibly be.• A third is that •~uta! Points are highly sign\ficant The lfapatiankingcanal)preciateJiulaisms"?ply 

llalevi lmd nomotivatio!l for using tliis forn, a!Jrence of a tliaklmm-pbilosor,her disputa· for what it ~- Halevi argues, how~ we not? 

~nd srttmg tllat . =, 1,ave s~pet;eded his tion is siguif~t; even mdre sigajficant are The. chakm,m'sJack ofrational detachment is· 

d~ir~. tu_ ·pt~t -~ .phllosophicalty. sophisti- t~e · ab5:nce ·. of -~H _inter--denOminatiOn_al as i~P_orta.nt- . as, his rat_i{?_n.fd . arg:~eilts; 
'cated diSC!l:\Ston, <J,sputatmll and. lhe lack of a. !farahe . Appropriately, when theklnl, 9>nverts ne 

, , _ ch_aract.~~-·- The Kaz. '" .. i is . .w1·itte.1.1 -as a~. .· .. _no· .. t· cal~.ly~ ra.:tion. al.l.y ... ·. dec .. lar .. '·e .•. his. 
};ialt:vi ._.11.imteJf. -stet.ningl)' "ontradicts. co «==···t -•"- b d' · · 

.., . n_ ... ".'_·~.--:_ 10~ u-•~J_u;.rt. ,an as~ . Jsp-.u._tat._mn .•. . -. uiten.,,tio.n .bu.I .. '.at. her._.. tr.a.ve .. l.tf J·.o.· ,i · .. s .. eWIS.· ·.!t. 

_Stta~S\ f~·(·~~l'qptiOn~ .Wdting. An -add·t·o ru 1· , f · 
• , • ll R !'UUJDjs ,eature O !he lJ/OUntruir hideaway and "reveals his h,eati" 

bi• letters that the K,u,ui was writte,\ K-... .·. ll<theweaJmess. o.ftho kin. g's tesp·o·nse .. 'S (2:1).. ·. .. • 
primarily as a response to. Karaism. (Encycio- tn th Phil .. ,. Cl · · M · , •. . e ·.· • .,.,,,,..,.r, ·. Imlian, and oslem: The enduriµg intellectual leg;,cy of the 

pe,.ita of Religion, "Judah Hajevi'\ This To ea,:h .. he gw.es. arespo11Se th;,t. spec .. i.fic•. Uy K-. ; bas n. ot been its rni.io\'!al.po!emic.but 
·.widencecanliedowngrajieda<.posifactoaml ·4 ft' h · · · ' · · 
audience,direc,.,,u,~t.:ertaiol aiui-Karaism avo., s re.u mg t eir arguments, mstead rathert.sdailnolthe"""1tr'.lilyam~ 



by kn'.old RaJlai>?t! 
Totjay;v,e viei\. d\e l)arKokhba. Rebellion 

•Y~.botof Jewlshi,ieur?!;C aQd )1etr,rsn1e 
-~nyJSj?p --~r ti~tio:11 :.tuiwilling- _t_9 Jie., silent_ 

unde.r . Roman (lppres(>ion,. strn1JJing .. to 
worship .God pea,:e(ully an,:! freely, Yet· this 

··_.·i_m,press_irn_ }s- -Of_ ~nt vin_t~e;_ ·f!o: ::1Uc_h 
_as~_qc_i_ftti~~-f;_ '·\Vrf_e_ m~de ·:~ri()t__ to: t,h~~: fate 
nineteenfo i:entury, . Jn fact, fQllowing llar 
Kokhba \. rebellion, · rabt;i~ic authr;~ities 
jiew~d:i~ ~ost.~eg~tivelr. . . -· ·, ., . 

1n the wa~e <>( tne .. revolt. T•lmu,u~ 
authoritiesa~ath~,r,at.i~~ the.~inoryofBar 
I<.okhba. ]'hey attributed Be,,,,., eapt~re ani! 
tbe revolt's end to siu.fulness. ,Bar Kokhba 

. himself .i~ sai~ to ha:ve <lied -for his-sins. 

-_ ., · .. --·-

el 
'-" 
~-.. 

Furthtrmore, there are. v&irious: possi!)i!ir_i~ t' 
tn sh;,JWfJi c;i.~tre.me d lsltke '-...-,c 

Y eni~halmi "rec0rdH fi:ar i 
Kpkhl,a's, exc"1l,iv,, ori<le s,.:If..,..:cr.fiden{;e. ';C; ... 

;;;, .. .. 
ew,nt,. tc•'lainl; '-'' 

meaning -"'so~ of a ·s-tar."' However. 
Rabbis disagreed wi,h Rabb, C!'.eru~halmi Taanit.468,l; ·"" alsoMalineh 

ToruhHilJ<hatMdaklrilil l .l:3).·The sagesgo. 
so far as to • apply. to hinr the ,rerse in 
l)euteronomy H:.!2, "Allp .that man. will die, liar l(okbba Coin,; will! llile arul grail" clu,1er, symooimng !11< leinple 

.. th.at .Bar Kokhba failed to meet 
prerequisites. Despite the-ir <lOubts~ Rar 
Kokhba pursued the revolt to iiif. :Jhima!t 

and you will remove eviUrom Israel.• Ol!e · · 
temf)i~· to. Jupiter Where· the 
;tood. _This, 1.ays Dio, call}ed Jews to­
re-vOit: SpartI_;1rius. Who llv¢d _at. d1e-end · of the 
-third _century C.E.,_ w_r!tes in his 
HaQrian that Hadrian's 

Did 

sow:seevensuJUleslSthatthesag,;.diemselves Mant~i strengthens thls l.ink between .the 
l.il!ed Bar Kok:IJ\n1/ ajei:ting bis "Messianic · Hasmonean: and the Jews in the !\me of llar 
~\atu_,. (Sanhedrin 93b). AJthough we know· Koknbally notingthaitl>ecoinsstruekdunng 
that B.arXokhba's real name was Simeon llar tlre Bar Kokhba rebellion carried the same 
Koseba, Ile js referred to by our sages as Bar symbols as those of the Hasmonearis: the lul«v 
K..,,iya, Jit.,,.J!y,meaning ''the''son ornes ~,- - _.and~irog,.a palm branch and plU1Jterof dates, circttmcifilon- cause-d-,the rebellion. Genes,s, . ..Ul<: .1li,edw1Jm"Lp_<>.!i1 ic,,l .. Qut 

Why.did 1mr sages see fit to.shame Bar -avlne,andajug: Evcntheinscripfionson the 
Kokhba and denounce his rebellion? Why has Bad(okhba coit)s mirror those on the coins 
Bar K,ok;hba become a source of natiOnal of the Mru.."Ca~es._-·I_t --~~- thus·1his:;~e 
pride and inSpira(io~ _only -recendy? struggle. for freedo.~-· th_? J_ewish. drive_ to· ruje 

· To understand !he attitude of onr .. Sages thew destiay, that l;,d to this outbreak of war 

.c---"~-·---L'llY.llml.Jl!irKokJ,ba W\\WllSLwt.r~!'cst R"~-'--c __ , ·---·~·•······· __ ... 
basic history ,p,d ci.tcumst;t!lffl of the Jlar According to Hark.abi, the Sages began a 

Rahbah 64 poses that Hadrian the 

reOuilding _()f the TemPle. He rescinded this 
however, _at the request of -·the 

The J~ws~ ange.rcd by · this 
betrayal; rebelled. 

.. " .. 1~c~_ptl11~_- _ _?;nj .:5{ _th_~~ __ fh_r,~.it: _ p_~-~~is~?-. 
underrriines __ Harkahi·s p,~s.ifron that ihe revolt 
had no definite _cause, Th~ revolt, if trigge~ 
by a specific event, wou!i:l have no_cllnnecJio11 
to ·or effect oh- o_the_r.'revotts that inight ensue. 

- There WOuld have been- no need fi._1r·the &ahbi~ 

Kokhba Revolt In 130 C:E., ·after Haqrian's campaign against. the ideals and heroic spirit 
exit fromthe immediate area; a revolp,roke that motivated the Bar Kokhba Rebellion. 
m,t m J\ldea. Bar K<1khba, the rebel leader, This same nationalistic. feeJilllJ qad llrolJgnt 
implemented guerilla tactics against the Hie Jewish people through the Maccab<an 
_Rp,nankgi,ms; Jly 132 (:.E., !his.method Revoltandtl!etworevoltsagainstR01UC.But, to eradicate a common and 
enahle~-~hetebelsto.~-~ptur~Jet~aieiµ~ after_.tn~- ~3,fast~op_hig ~mw_Iu~ipn _"f the, Bar bioodedne~ had no.such spirit 
most of.Israel's c 9unµ-yside .. Ajthi:;)<lint, Koklt!,a_r~V<>lt,th~ Ral)bis could not risk that Addition~Uv, much of Harkabi's !hcor\ 
H;ulriim sent Juliqs S;,verus t(; Ql'll$h .the same spmtsparking the people lo ~nother founded on· pure sp,;cu,ation. Lack - of 
reyQ!t. Severns. ,onducted al),li-gper.Uii revolt., If/cy took Bar Kokhl>~ • to. task for Talmudic discussion on B;u- Kokhba does not 
~~i~< amijUShi~i-,r~bel;; · an_d,: ~iegit}g_ ca:tls~g- the __ · ~laught~r .9f · _half . the_- J_e~fah necessarily point-to repression of_tnformation. 
-the_i~ __ njd_~Utf. ~ts success·9ulminat~_ with PPP~_of-Ju_dea~ Ind.~ar.kabi~~-~o The Talmud centers around halakhic, no; 
B,et~($:·_~e_strnc_tio_n_artd8arKo~hba'siiea,thin fara5:_tosaytha:t R_ap_bi~c_cirQ!es.held him in hist<lricaI. dissertation, -~md as ~uch has uo 
t_he ye~'."'135_._(Xli .. _ . _ .. '.. __ . ,- _. ~y~isioll:-Har~al)ipointso?ttheo,:v~rwhellll;-- obligation to.deal \\ith any given hiswri..:~l e Jlie riv~lt Pr,oved.di.5\1>,'t!'<l!!S forthe Je~, il,g. iac~. 0~ disC!JSSiO!l of ~.·. ~ Kokllba 'event in Jewish history, 

$)mµ.tion? We 1nay the.ii ask~ ti-, wha! cxtcnl 
W-ilii Bar Kok11ba bbi;gated to fo.!!ow the 
poiiticai forecast of the ,:hakh.amim'! 

PreS-ent!y, a number of quc--:tion-s s:orifrom 

the ·Raf!<h-inH..' ce,ns:urc he iiicurred d!n."Gfd 
fl1ai11!y al. the poiifr .. ~.ai idenk._gy. he reprts~ 

dcspi.sect·! Sacny, the dDS\';ers- to Hfe~t-·­

qnesti(lnS, and. the \·a:uab!e ft:,;,.Som; rha, !iK'V 

lon-1:! as fhr Knkhb.:1 
mystery . 

. .A]t~qugh the Roin1i.\JS s~q llea~~ ~uii R~~Ul?n m !{~bljit,i~ lite~atµre,. Ht sf*~, 
!i~,thereb~kfare<J.far wo~ .. Thecoll)bin,F !ates tl\~1 tlle R11bh1s attempted lo .a~-i,vely 
iiOll.ofwar, famine, .and plague Glaimed o~e, .-epress t~e lll<m?ry 9f the Bar Kokhba 
6/l;),()O!) ~ve~, a1'11ro,;i01ately~~lf of Ju,!e~s .Re~llion, I~ekin,g to re1119ve the passions of 
!'OJ>1]!atioµ.Jerusaj7'])•.Jav.in. n,i~ ·"'hile· ..• tli•!ar.Kt>khl'!a.Rev~lJfrom.the minds and 

.., .· ,..,,, 

· .. ··.··.·.~,-ti-"" 

• -cc -;/ewislfc~llw~glurtedtbe1'J:irket:tl:u11dredsof ,hearts of!hapwf>l~.~. --.,_ 
. setilementsw,eredestroyed ~!,>S!fl,<wl;jng,~ •• {farkabi forth~r "'~f: that 
a .-espl\ oftµ7gep~rat_sla'!llhier, Je;vs bc""l!\le attitudes toward llar Kokhha led to 
;; minority\n1i\e!r owr e9up•ry, ,· / . ..••... p<>litica! pacifu111 of lhe Jewjsh wople for the 

YehQsh,uat ffarkabl sµbmits .iJ,. 1'11t.Bar ?e:,ct two thousand ye~r, The Ral>l)is wrote 
KolillbaSy~!llll<> thl\phe Ral';l)is;I,h1t'rvirrg .oatl1~ .v~ich serve(! as . pqlitical doctrines. 
thf. -:~a!as!_.~?p~i_it _-r~Utts. _of __ :the:· __ llpti,s_i~g~ f'?r,~wi:~~i t_he J~s not to r~bel_ ag~in,st-the 
~~~cd.t.c,-7,~sµre·.ih_~f~.U?~? :_te~l~on--~r,4ld natl~ns_ ot ·_tht- worl~ _an~ -~ot to emigrate 
Ilev~r agaifip~~/It w_ouJ_d ~'?-} .. ft.\at:}f;irk.;tbi_ -: < _d(!mo_~t.rativ_ely _t.o Israel_.. Hafkab.i s~re_rc,hes 
subscrj!ie.1 '" lhe tl!e<nfof Dr, Hugo T\'lah!e.!~is. theory .to explain why Bar KokhIDl was 
.that; -n_~\ .. s~µ -:i~S~~~nt __ or: Ro~ai,t -~~ion.:.· _-m~[iti9ned so rarely in-· me<Jieval Jewish 
sparked th~i,,~llio!l,DIJ!ia;her th~fitensu~ ~.-This~-mood-d~g,.,· wi~--'!'~.,,___ 

f~the spi;it of\JJ<l\lll<ndence t~~ Ollfl)O!/ in change until .the late nineteenth century. Only 
the hearts ofllar l<okhba and his followers. then was the Bar Kokhba Reb.e!lion look.ed 
!,le ftl)ds SUJl!'Ort in E~ius, 'a Church llpon positively, :tnd Bar Kokhba ,een as a 
f\ith~r o[the tbir<l a,-,dfoltlth ~nturies, who hero. Harkabi Hnks 2000 years of meekness 
~i~~,t~~·r1:t?elli<,n oot::o.a~y_speci&, ~a~,e and :sil_ent _sµbmissi,on _tp foreign ao.v~rnments 
but rather to t!icJew( restle~ and rebellious and frenzied mobs to . the trend nf pacifism 
spirit, !If.ante\ ,cli!ims • that .\he. bel,ef ii; · Bar which oe;an in res.ponse to Bar Kokhba. 
Kok:hlia as the M~siah ~om\;ineg witldhis Harkabi's approach, however, contains 
_bu~inf4esi_ie_ ,fOF. --~_mancip&tio~ -~-o,: __ raJ1_y_ thf! mtmy_flaWs._ Mftny· h_i~torian~. -s_ome _ of wltom 
Jew_s_to::'.~ar; _____ .- '. _. _-.· :.<.·--. ___ . ii"'.~-shoitfy~t_er-t~~-revo1t,·ascribeit·to 

l,n_.-.~-q~! ~-1 _ffe.~d.effi_itfl_d· .. ttat.e1'effl)\ ~ifie .S&BS~-_. _:uld· 11Qt 
w,.ril~ Ma11tel, tht/.Jews ofBar j(oJ<hba's time continuous ,pirit of re)>ettion. Pio Cassius, a 
""~'.~ ca\iying o?' the spirit of the Fmt Revolt Ro,nalj historian. born ·circa 150 CE.; siates 
agf nst:the RonJans'.and even t!\e~irit of the thaLthe J!mperor lla!lrian wanted to tum 
Maccabees three eentµrles beforehand. Jerusal<$ll into" RQman city !Uld establish.a 

rr·· <· ·~.~ 



their-ham.h. 
Haggudah took on additional meaning 

\\'.ar-.)~W on Passover_ eve -1943, the night 
that u:i.arked the· iast stage of ~he Warsaw 

Although has-

_some.Jew$ -~ere caughf:arid, e,x_ecuted,_ ,but the 
ohservant·remained undeterred. · 

-Hunei:hand did ntR'cOnfirie his- aeco'tmt t{) 

the actions of the Jews of Warsaw; he also 
gleaned_ information· abnut the viUa~cs. of 
Poland: from the:-mariy. refugees ,in Warsa\\' 
and.ieCor<led their-reports. Thus We krioW:.that 
whtn ihe Nazis .confiScated and then_ dese:­
cra.ted inor_e th_an -.thirty Torah _scfoHs_·· __ in 
_Piotrow_ by foaving_them in ~n open lot under 
arme.!,t·g_u~rd-\A_v.r_atn-_ Vatshof,_a represent;1-
ti:ve. _o-f t~_e t_1ot?rioua!y ~nti~religious Socia_list_ 
Bµnd;,.·organized aJew .ofhi_s_friends to fescw: 

· clmd-chiMtlre-S<aColl&{~ube~~AlH!re--. --· · -
Niris set ·fire. to the ,synagogue -in Bedz.in; a 
M:r.-.- ~chlezi~r and his· son ra:~ .into: "!~e 
-fiames_.to_-rescue the_To_,ra_h scrolls.~ the ~f-iZiS 

coldly shot them as they emerged (Huberband 
252). When the Nazisordered the Rabbi of 
Wlodwa. -A,'fom Mordkhe M3roco, 'fo,-tear 
:up __ a-TQffl.h s:;r?U pr."_els~_-_be·.burnect·al_i-ve; he 
~t11Umarµy _.refused.:· They,. -P,-9llred ga~oiine 
ove_r:_ him _a~- s~t hin,· abl!;ize; · th ell _tOss~ the 
Torah ,,roll on top of him {Huberhanti ·254). 
The·.'ron, c-aH of-courage. sacrifice and 

--martyramri.-goc~·-:-on.-aoo.· Oiiaiid _-on(HUbei-= -- --
band 255). · 

Spirifu~-resis'taricc in the_ghetto·.expie~sed 

i_U;~if noto~1y_thr1)u~h _action·b~t in,a:st_a~e _ _of 
mind, Those whose religious beliefs ·· and 

... _ _ ,- _ _ . _· _. cornn-i_~t_meilts_ -he-ld·:.-firm fought·-·-Hittefs 
e knowoFa.Tew wh~.asfo1 a ra"'b'"b"; -,~""x":,gg"'."'.erjifiO!IS~'ifisior\'ioiis:"UT,ary,58f'.:=·;ll!!eil'/p.f!J>~~1flli¢:J;€\Vs::Sjllrtf:~'s"~·-·-'-·"· 

whethci ~l --wa~--- h;1aknic-~fy_ ~~~~ib.le ,. f(n ()ne of R~nge_lb}um:s ~~Y_ wartime studiest lit~ture -a!~-~- r~?fdS _ t_his_ type (fl resistance. 
htm to.ransom hissonftQm certaindeath if l"oli!m.kwisl!.Rejatioos Dming 'l'lbrld War Conr,1d"; Chaim Kaplan's diarr although 
another chiict would- oc-· iakert in--his sOfl?s ~o. _opens: :-with_ an. _analogy. that. ·r.eyeal_s raised_ .i~- _ ~n Orth~p~ .. hon_ie,-. _K_apl_an1·:·}1 
stead. When the Rabbi" met. this reply with RJnge1blum:s_ yiew of his· self-impo~ tasl-,:- _, Heb_rew-. _s~ho_ol __ prmc1pal, .- found ~1mse_if 
silence, wordlessly begging t!_16 que8tio:ner_not "'When a sofer.:(Jewish ·sc_~b~) __ set~ ,·,out- ·to 1u_es1io~ing G-o_d~s--Wisdom:_:",A.Jm_ighty_·G~! 
to force him to.rule on such a·vital{!Uesti_O~, to_py thr .. _Tm'ah_,- he _m_USi~. __ -_a.ccor~ing_ tn- A_r~/·ou-__ maki_ng !in:_end_.to _the. re~ant of 

'the .questiOner interpi-etCd t}?.e sileil~--_as no, r~ligious-)aw,_ take -_a ritual- bath:·in_ or~er _ to Po~sh Jewry_?'_'_ (Kaplari 67) A_ few days later 
calmly thanked-the Rabbi, and.resignedly set puti-fy- .himself J)f a:fl'._ ·uncieanline:ss,.- and . K..aplanrepeatedhisquery:.':Is this the way-the 
forth to say good-bye to his son. i!llpurity". Thi_s :scfi~ _ tak~ _up ~sJ>_en· :~i~h · _a ·Alm.ig~ty: l~k~ a_f~r his dea{_ofl~?'?Kapian 

We know of a J~w who asked.Rabbi O.sh.ry _ trembling hC_art_. bec~us.7· the .. sma1IeS_t_m,i.staJ;.e. 69) ~ _-terse .ent_ry appeared _sOon after: ''.He 
of Konw ff there was. a Messing ro- make in transcripuon tn~s-the destr_uction of the who O\\'ens_ o.~ High 1_-s ~H-powerfuL~{Kip!an ·, 
before being klHed ""b 'kiddtJSh Hashem/' while whole work,,. with:this _feeling of fearfui.rl_ess... 70) Alth"i)u~. the Nai:is ev~tmilly niurdered 
sanctifying -.God's n_a_me (~espoosa of the f hav{; be_su_n this. wor~.·~ _ him, his spirit remained unbroken. ". 

HoJociU§t, 37):. " _ _ _ Rh.t~1b~Um .. M9_hls- ~l!ciciates·l~Qor~.to --~dther_".'o~Umethats~'iv:!d·t~e_wai:,~sh 
While such sacrificial acts .illustrate build afa1sting monument,•Fearing that bi,;;. Kados/i· (Holy Fire) tr?CkS the ·ifeve!oping -

depth of many Holocaust martyrs'· commit- or conjecture \"'.'~causej.t_-to crmnble, _d:~ey r~ljgioµs .. thought · o_f Rabbi _J~-a.l~nrmos 
ment, those Jews who remained alive _often insisted Upon a. b_road-b~~ pur~1y. fac_tttal Shapiro,- the Pi~ecener_ Rav~ !]sh_ ~ado.sf, 
faced riwre tryin_g tha!lenges._To carry on fou~d.afion. _ _ c~~tai_ns_th_es.ermons Sh~pirqdelive~e~,-f~rn 
without compromising religious beliefs or_ ·. Working with ,;evidence gathered by :fellow the time the ghett(}·Was establishe~_yr.1til':t~_e 
-tenet-:s-wa.<i-r ·ref~-isf --Hlt-ler·+a·-tW&-feal~S-,·_-t!le. ----Qn.egShab-bannembers;;--Shimon-Huberhand,--- finai-.series.- m .. _.de':1th--ca~p-_~deµort_a_t~~~--,-----

a~,d the splrituai., 'f:he. dia.nes and a Hasidic Rabbi and.scholar~ prrnjtwe¢ while Shapiro's. relig:~ous tx-pl~n_at_iot}-_. fo{ __ t.~e 
of the ghettoes:, e~pecially W~rsaw's, in. the -ghetto the _definitive work on:_ its Hotocaust -changes radica:Hy · during·_".this 

~t~est .tO the Jew~ a,ccomplishing sp.iritual life: Kiddush Hashem: Jewi_sh perio~. At_. :first" Shapi-r°.· interprets .the 
tms task. . · Religious arul Cttl!µral Life in Poiom! D!lring suffermg of tne Jews .as pumshment and thus 

Largeiy as a resU:lt-·of Effimanue.i the »olou.ust. : AltJ1_oµgb ___ ·-µIi_o_ri.ginai ·in a~nement for sin_.'Or 'impropriety: 
lum's we µos-se-ss a ritethodoiogy; Kidd~-Hashem co1~rninS:.rich ''!nd_ividuals . a111ongst You who were 
recording MC in the .wa.rsaw Ghetto, troves of new information -concerning ghetto attracte,;i to Seci4ar wisdon1, in whlch_Amatek 

\Varsa\s expl-a\ns ·~\Vb~n thc-t-xJefn:y W<t-'> at):er thC hrg.est che Nant-. ~stab!ished, A noted-pre- life. • . prided him.~e1f.._.1ost interest in the·TOfahand 
the .. fo,.,~\ :,out the. le.,,· g2;-c,\1fl hls w .war,._historiari.- Ringe!blu.m recognized the H~rband relates that after the Judenrilt its· _wisrloni._.:: God made. it _happ_eiL_ th~_t 
;ceµ-1.- 0 r"" the c 1e1m wha~ ne:: was a.lter 1mportancc of creatmga hls:toncal record and (Jewish Councll)caved m 10 German pressure Arn_alek woul~- ~~ga~ yo.u -with -aH his 

--~-~~n:Fru1--:,;;rh. .. tu~ b,XlV')"TTf1e Je-"" arid tt--·ntrmNf""Ktr;JYg1rrnznnmr;-l1,wg~w~~rbadc yesh1vm to rema:in _open.-~~-~Ye-'~~-~--.~· 

rn,;;nt it: thi foct- of-in1minent-<le,:nh. \Ve knov.­
t::'1-~t Rabbi f}aiJ~d-:Mo\l..·stnl,l{ttzofKebJ.e_,:rnrl 

;_,,_- Has,1.L,. h:!ht_.i,no- a ;rtt!iv o.f"'sunQ._ 
t.¾.:d:;-.i-n:;.Xng; ''.4.s-hrE-i,tu mu rcr~· chdktrnf \We-a;~ 
aci.pr,::,,--with uur-lrn), 

accomplish_ t~is _goal. _The members ·of One!; underground Study-haHs sprung up througlJ.- wickedn~SS." (~_o}en 259) 
Shabbat_ delved mtu every facet of ghetto life. out rhe -citJ. Hube-rband fisted their_ new ' After realizing that· the _ e.Ktent of- the 

folklore W-~l evcn~s, from adrlre8$S: '"Gerey (Hasidic) ... groups aro_se ai ".decree"' _W~by uo_·mean_s commensU~~~ With 
W_ religion,. from--·indhid,~al execu- 30 Mu_ranowska Strt."et; at 4 _M!aw~ka Street,, the crime, he arti~µiates-a, ~ew position: 

to mass deportations, at. 49_ Stawki._ Street, ~t :47 St~wki: Sttee~-" ."'1!1ere ~ some-_sufferings __ that wesuffer_on 
{!-111berba11dl79) Aftertheuwn:ians'f\ll'b!¥ie ()urown=unt -·wb.etherforoursms,or 

not one small" 
cktail can.be i)m.itted, though we·are. 
,to~ .Wutc1goitQ§ teuibk tribula:t.ibJB .m.d: ihe 
sun h-a.s grns,vn dark for us .at noon; We ha'v~ 
not-_ los't_.i)Uf_ hVpc that the era of'ilght will 
_su_n:jy G:{in-tf;; lmhviduals wiH bedes_troyed, but 
the J.ewllib_ corninunity '*iH fr,~:;-. NL· Every 
entry i~ .i:~10re irn'pt)tia,i.1t than gokI; SG long as 

i!._- \VriH.'eD" down as- it happ~rr.i~- wit.hO\.:!J 

shechih.ih, _the- ritu.ai slaughterers began_ to_ ~ s_uffet'ings-of love "in 9rd~r __ 10 p1Jrge_ and 
,vor~_out&idetheghetto and.hired yourtg,girl.s ptJrlfy us:.". There ar_re; __ hoWev~~'- .so'me 
rn smuggle the meat "bearing' [ signed] sufferings which we jusl ~uffer along .with 
ettrtificates of- Kashruth certift~?-tion~ _-back Him,,. the. sufferingzy, of-.:kiddush_-Hash.e,n._._._ 
inSidc (H_a_bt:::i band. _232}. Aftp the Ge-iu(aits ili~f: yl.,l{l'ecln~ ·. •,;1re: for !{is·. Sake_ (m l:,Ils 
ordered the mikvao.t (ritual_ baths) ~losed; the aocpunt~ in _siifftrings such as these_ we 'ar'-
mfkvah ownet;-i bribed th~_ Polish authorities made_ great~r, .. raised. ·higher. .. It is not 
t~-- _.allow those. a_t. · 1 Grjibows.}d, __ l4 .Gry:Z- appropriate to ask, "'fo_r wnat sin?-", sinet,,-w~le 
how~ki, 38 Dziehna, a°:d 22Smucza to remahi t~ey_· do. expl~te . ~if:ts-'._._ they are es$entiiilly 

197}. Dise,'wery of any of suflerings of kiddw;h Hashem.• (?olen258) 
moan, immediate d_eath, and. Continued 011 page 9 



/ .. ~.-

• •• 
SIila i 

. fl&t·DellilJJtlffltaf 11lasidic Ideology . l 
.bf\'alr.~ · ., . . . .. , 8:11,bbe~µllachya:s,mtroduct~ryrem.ir~sto, th,econceptofavodabe,ga.,hm1ut.Onlyafter sustenance. Rabb, Ya'akov develops this a~ 

We ."'° all familiar with the· ou,tw~ ,ll!kudl!iin~lude'a similar idea. He interpre\s thir episode. did they reali1.e the importance siep fun her· and claims that Chanina, i 
'.C()~Ye~tiC>~s· ... ~~: ~~~. ~~sid~ 111.0.~~1!1-ent.- ;' ~~~V .~rt_l'()ha1 yerek. ~-Q~~v-~. srzm ~e,ls~ and ,efectiyene:ss qf this method of ~rving SJ:mbohc of tht: t::addik, wa~ the .. pipeline" ~ 

. Distlnctive '1!8fb, pio,is mlmnerisnls; and a avt.11 ve-.im;i ho, better a'.feast of vegetables . GOj!, , through which the blessing,, of God descended • 
' ' VIDrant·,COltlin~ life are.features common. withlov,e therein thanaJat bulloct~nd hat~d ' Continuing his argument, he cites Taanit ' .. to the world, Astonishingly, an act of denial, ~ 

tc:> · ~- br.aJ;l;~A~s. Qf: .H:~1~1~·-· )'et. Jhese t~re'~Q>rover_bs ~5:11),~ as a ,.t~fer:ef\ce. t:O .t~e '2"2a, which places spe<.:iffl- emphasi,-;_ on the not material aJfirmation. forms the ba.1.is for " ' 
ha!lro~k&\ rathe( t!lan .coniribl)ling to our. heaventy. eiperience of the Jewisfi peo!)le ai ·. reward il\at .God would grant tw~ jesters in the t"'1fhlik's role. . '.: 

·und~nitjlll4ingoffl11Sidism;oftenenbancetj,e ~fo11nl Sini,j: Bachya rontenil's tJtat the olam,habafor making Ptople c.hcerful. The' To resolve this paradox. one might claim· 
... ~~s~iq\ur:, ~Up-~µ.n~~ it:.:and. 0_1*~e. · 'its 0ve~~elµ~.ing,~X~~ence ~f revela~ion cau_s~d · 8$hf explained that the jesters referred to in that ('haninah would have attained a ~igher 

· :,,dQCtrina!fo\\ildatio!l", lnd<e9; IJ!llny of µs lire,, iheii rpidt':'al downf;ill, leading io the 'sit'\ of the ·Talmud weren't just· trying to induce spiritual lcv.cl had he adhered to the doctrine 
111!:a,ll!ar~of.tbe·historical backdrop that 1.ed {O the gplden calf. . Likewise; claims Bacbya: guffaws. 'Riither, they had ihe deep intention ' of av11ila he-xeshem, but th.is inte~tion ' 

'the:.~l<isso~g of Cliasi~( ,ind ar~especially: Chiiz~ explain tbdiagedy of the "fouf >¥ho .of creating a receptacle for. tire Div.ine ""?ffiS, !~recd,. One also .. might t!aim 'that, 
,lgnoran.t-oflts.mtelle;;t11al,bitse. ·. .· . ent&ed: ·p4,aes; from which only .~abbt' i>resence,by.inspiring happiness in every soul Rabbi Ya'akov deemed-"limi'Jahe,1seshem a 

The: 1liiaLSliem.fov, also· known as the, Akh>aemetged unscathed, as resulting from a: (Tolilot .fa'qki>v ·Yosef. ·Tet1aveh). Oiu:c mode of life for the ish hadw,tter and not the 
·. ,~S~t~ ... to~u.l,edtire.I~icirim1ei1jelif.)(1e., "S~it~a~ nftn~s. . · . . · _, ~- µgiiio .. Jti:,da.1)e1,mhm·µ. -·idJ· ha~ 's 1 ti: -Btht' 'f 1i! I ha_l5 
.~hrsoUgb! to remedy, ihe exch1sion of the . ··the theme'of the tziufdik's innate spiritual. The &ta/. Ha-Toli/ot often cites a miilrash rejecis this approach when formulating .his 

.·):~~ll_lf.lll '-'t,~· fr.'?tti tll~y areas hitherto· ,superi?~ity.~~c~s·Illany c~nc_epJs. in·R~bbi· ·reg~rding Chanokh that alSo illustrates-th\~ ih~o-ry ·of avoda ln,·-gashm,.iµt. actually 
r~erved·sotety for the Talmudist and' R/1bbi, .va:·~~011Yosers writings;1racing1ts de'lle{op- C<;>ricept,(D,r. Lamm also employed this affirming iis. opp<lsite. Rabbi Ya'akov 
Yet it is fallacio.u,s: to ,vi,;w the Besht as·.. ;.,ent is"an arduous and fascin~tirtg task. miifrosh in last'year's Torap· U Mada lecture), uoequivocallystaies that the-pa,lh of avoda he, 
rOffiantic th~~ker_ W~· Qnly ·goal· \vas fo Amo~g otherS, it iitfl~eI\~.his v_i~W0f avoda The midrash rel8t,es that Chanokh, who was gashmilp is not open to all Who seek it. Only 
oarro_w~gaphetweent~'l3}injalian,d God. ~ashmiut, !let:alfthat ayqda ht!,-gashmiia removed.from this world prematurely because the ish hat:ura .. the greaH;ouled individual· a:~ WJ!S ~r.c;,o~ l'Qnc:eptio_n,.tha( .also . sl;rved to· !le!ll!ll';'\h~' prevailing\n'<>tion of, of his .righteousness, (see Rashi, Gen. 5:22), · can approach the divine via this scryice. 
incotpo~il':):igorgus intelfectliaj reg\men, . ,asceticism, ·placi11g;in its.stead: the.theory of w,as a professional shoemaker. His greatness This thought emerges clearly in his 
based .ori Torlih·: le&fl)ing and· '1£.111,baJistic God's immaneni:!' ~d the ·idea. ihat a close lay in his abilitiio'perform the menial task of · commentary on the second paragraph of 
teachings, fQt; his · eµte' disc/pies.. A central' · awareness of Gt><!,is within -~~cy'man's reach. stitching a shoe /e,shem shama,vim. Rabbi Shma, recited by every Jew twice daily. The 

-·r.nnceptinthis,inftast_mebm: dcsrrvingclnse Rabbi)'a'ak(),f~rJl.~00$~;4,-~~ Y~'akoy Yosef ,portrays.".Chanok~ as a word de,.ganecba claims Rabbi Ya'akav 
e~amination, is _avoda 1/e,-gashmiut. wh;,i>· laying 'tJ:i1, foundation up'i,it which he paradigm@\' .figure .actively, embodying the implies "your grain - not Mine (God's). -

Until the ai!Vent of tllll!iditm, the ascent to erects .the t.heo,ry of'tivpdJJ .be-gashmiut. One, . ideals of avoda be,gashmiui. Rabbi Ya"akov notes that rhe word is. placed 
the.divine was primarily' a~ ascetic jbumey alluded lo' nufuCr9us times. in ·hjs writings,_ ·it is imperative to note that the· aforemen- in a paragraph dealing with mass activities 
and, in addition,. restricted to !' sele;;t few. relates the. story of Rabbi Shimon Ben Y ochai tioned midrashim and their iik act. not merely and comments that '.'the masses are not 
Avoda be-gashmiw, h<lwe,rer, stressed God's · and 1$ son Rabbi Elai:i!r asthey_tled from t-he as. examples oi. ~e · concept of avoda be, capable of attaching themseives to God when 
immanence. that His Presence can be found in Roman 11ovemment ]'.hey hid in a'cave for geshem· they establish its !;Q,11; from which involved in m~Eo1.1b.is.:.uaiLis __ 
-every aspect of.!he~:,u,<t~ life. It- ·--twelve~. ·'!11-·ibe·'wliile occupied in the Rabbi 'l'a'.akov.deyelops it into a philosophic not given over to the masses .... (Ben l'ora1 
encouraged serving-God through:wordlyand study of Torab.J)pon their emergence they entity. Yos,f, Vayechi). When the common Jew is 

,.material mattel'S; el)&bling 'evep,,.tj,e.· ignora- saw a Jew rullniJ>g, with. two b!'ndles of .However, contradiciions to this concept involved in divrei 11ashmi, God is in the 
-B1l/l, io soar to grellt:spirltri'1 :heigbts..The ~fm on er~ Sht,b&1:,Af ·r-mt;;:Rabbi occurin·Rabbi'Ya'akov.Yosefsliterature:For periphery-·of his·thoughts. Only the elite few 
Clll!!D\f>lf t;as~. of everyday· life. possess Sbunon was ci'itjcalofihis J,r/V.·for.engaging instance: "The entire world is tlQUrished on are always able .to keep God at the center of 
j!rofo)illld ~pitjtual pptelllial . waiting to 'b\, in what appeared to be an idle and insignifi· account of Chaninah my son;.as for Chanin ah their thoughts. • 
unl1>tjced, .. by ... M.an. Avoda · '/,e-~lftrtiut "'!lit ;wt; ,When qpnsed that theite'inyrtles my son a m,;asure ("kav") of carobs suffices." This eliti~ unde.stao<iing·: of avqda he, 
promised. a spiritiaL~. by ce~g were. to. be used :a,; 'honor of. Shabbat, be- · Rabbi . Ya'akov (Ben, 1'>rat Yosef, · Vayechi) 1soshmiut runs counter to that of the l!eshr's 
the .. common iexpe~ :by tow.:!ljng the 'immediately·· .. ~; his, &tpctures and attributes Chaninah ben Dosa 's greatness to and appears inconsistent with. the midrashim 

. co=lt~;,., ~¥k~~l4W$ the ~~¥:~= Ya'akav t:C*.!;!;n:":.;.::~:~1!':.i~:d: ~~~~;~::::';K~;~t ~o:;::;:~'.'.;,; 
fust,~,~~t's,dlscipi!'l'-li>P~h.alllaj,!)1' .. · 'l}1e .lkta{. #/lc'JJidrii. "'91diy asserts that spirituality. The Baal Shem Tov claimed that he,gashmiut appears as an ordinary individual =~~:::..i ,:~""" ,~l\'!'!1"' "(!.- ;, _n, =m '"' •••• ·"'°"" C__, ·-U 

~~g 
le:', ' : ' . ';. 

11Y.~Ba''f1. 

~lllpk)li..~ion'.~(,W/ot Ya'akov. Yo,ef; 
. ~plltiJ.,l).A~vidingwaUisthei'ebye~ed. 
' ~ '(ijst,iQguis~ .th~ tza4djk, the spirit)llli 
, e~~ froin the layma,,, • · 

"A Hasid Studying" 
Lazar Krestin, 1902 
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J,by~~ ... . . Cases in .wliich 0 actions are.not only ivhi:le sla,ughtering is.alt ~tiO'! .l!Of.hL arumal,werefonnulatedtoin<:~Uh1>trait 
Ill. T~rec9ilntsseve111Hncidentsinwhich re1roactivelfapl'f0wdbiitevencoilunanlled accorda_nce "'.Ith t.h~ heighten~eaJ o(~.· ,.: 0 · ·· .:>· .• ·· . 
~ individuals act l'shem shamayim , even , by God are ~veri harder to underst!llld. God sensitivities ()f a learned, spirituajly inclined Perhaps; ibeni slaugb_~~ ~ aeciltdallci: 

. ~ expllcilly teceive God's approval for theit 0rders the Jews to destroy any ir nidachat, a individual((~ HIIRdori vol 2, id3(1). with "these strict requirements does not 
~. actions ' yet are morally stainc;d by tiles, . city in which all of the inhabitants practice The ~iiieniiliteiisifres w~n we re~ additionlllly batni. the. ethi<ial .cb~r of :s- very actions.,Furthen!\.<>re. some mitZVOI avoda zaro. He then pro~ that.lie will- th ·• . .. L •• L • ·c .thqse'·mdividwils.wh11·would anyway·.be 
... · · ·th· d H the" · at certalllnli/ZVO( ~~ .,~ita 118 part O · "shed. ders -.·f bl_-"-'_'· ·.··11.may .eve·.· n re0fin·e· that · _fflluire.aclionswbichdin,c1lyaiuseanethical grantinercyt_o _• estroyers. ere_. -!•etztv. the A ro· .· · o-'-b and7- . = uuo 

. . ~ · hem ~ ·,. ~ h" . "ti°"· God .. ·ves gili" ts irprocess. . cco · i:iigtO"""u ljll1 .· · ' -.iiolen_·_ t. lrai_'"t. Thiii.·.· e)r.p·lafuitio_. · ..• o assumes_ .... th.it. _ decline in the person penomung t · ~US ret~ra es. __ Ill. sµpposi o..; . g, one inust · eaLmeai)();,flllfill the "!itZWI of shechu · , ·· . ,L,. --
God seemingly requires actions that wru --whichrespoli<ftoaoeed.Recommei\~.(Deu!, sinlcliai Yom J?>v • . Shnillli:ly; 1111. ki,rbanot ·a·is the_•bes~ possible optlonfor:,,,;. 
dmtinishQurabili\}'tosem:him.. . U;18)tbattheactofkilling,al!the,inhahitants . bec;bitii.'These ·· · · · · he fodividual, given, bis nalllte; Other ~ople 
· King David. fighis wars that; .if not of ,. city, although__done at God's_ behesi, n;qwre;~ filess ·• · · ··. ·· .f!lilZVfll ~:..... · in18fit be, hiilm~ m!l~Y.. by performing, 

. , JU, .L.-- . and h -< . • b) . th ori" • - :n •L- flllf~-1!' .... "tlelJstOtieill<lividUal~--,.. ,f...,.. ,'-' .·•.'q_,·e·•.-_n'.if· .. _·that· ·._·aclt • ..;_•_w_ as..................... .. 'or. . oblieatorv 1'Ill>L..cm..,.,.,,..,vm, t e,.,.on,. · mvana. IY e&IJSCS e, __ p.,..IClpl!Jl_•• ~· ""'. h' •'-' ·a1 • · "-'" • · • -..,~,.., •~ vu .,...,.,,~ ,, 
- · call and 11-~~ed us- --.ties · · ·-· -. '-···--· ·,,=_· . m·_.'·.·'-. ·-· .. o•.· .. ., __ ..... -.. v,..;. .Tov or_• 'o• .. a cofumeildable(seeRadak;MdsudotTzioa,l mittwtto_.become Otised .. : ... u,ci, to · · ·· . . . "w u•- ,. ""'-'"'' ''"" ., • 

"Chrotiides 22:8). Nonetheless. God -denies suffering. G<ld's promise of mercy is neci;esa,y The talfu.ud states (Shabbat l56a) th!it a n,quired Sl!Crifice. Thqse mitZVQt do' not; 
David the honor of constructing the Temple to ·mitigate the· effec( of the· illevit~le jieiscm bent undertbe •. of Mars"will be' .. l!i!\VC\'Cr, -~uu,; a person _not naturally _a 
because "dam Jorov shoj,klua" - You have del}umaniza.tion incurted by one who carries a: shed'dllr ofbJO<Xf·~ an¢accj)l!lingl)' l!tlvises . ~shedder ofblood" lll'sla!lghter: : . 
shed much blood." Davi<l1& military cam- out-thedictate<ifHiswill. onebomundi:rthissgnt1>,becoJ11l'oa"1i~C· :1¥bile. it is- disturbil)l!.i<f re~lizethat. 
paigns, although condu_cted with God's Should not .the performance of God~ lnsodcilog,tbis/ndividualreillrects'.bisinnat,e ·perforn,ingDlvinelyappr(>Vedactions<;anbe 
approvi,J, iodelibly stain his character, coinmandmenls lead to tlie mor_al lilevauonof' - violence·inuf 0il!f ~vityc,botb: 'ustlilf 'lilid" ·morally bamiflil;'Jhe ·µotion b®omes"more· 

. Pinchas provides another example of an the individual? Yes, but'_in several 1H the refonnirlg.AsRan,.~(~t.22:6)and~ aixJ!'prabl\,lfwen,~tbatthe.bestactipiim. 
individual whose character is tarnisbed by. situations mentioned above, rui av;,ilable YosefAlbo~lki<>k3.liliaJl,l5)point ,a givtJi S\tuati<lll is _llOI_ ~y ideal. 
Divinelyapprovedactions.AfterPinchaskills clioii;e. will result in moral improvement. · ?ut; ~any :o~"thti ~~11ts ~ ~~,"Will! a;sitll,aliml in whi~ ~ 
Zimri. bis act receives God's explicit approba- l'incltas must either allQW Zintri to.contm_ue shetihita; ·sui;h /IS ~u~g ,¢ \hnligul;ir, altt~ are ,:tbical,ly ~. # person 

-·---· ·:"!;ic!:;;::~~~~:g-::: ~!~!~~%i:::~~:i=~:::; ;:'1n~~,:; . .., . <;n:~~~~~~::~= 
his passion-for Me, so that I did not wipe out erailicate its practiti,mers •. In -~ · . - the Israelite people ill My passion. Therefore stances the right action_ c:aii lit besi J1loi!~ 
say: Behold I give upon him My covenant. of the neptive itnpact Qf the .sltWi!ti~n. Pers'o~ · 
peace." (Numbers 25: 11-12) moral regression is in some cases the lesser·· 

But Pi!'Chas _does not emerge in peace; even two evils; . . . . 
though his actions preserve Go;fS honor and _But this logic fails to .justify tjle ·negati 
save t ewis _ peQ mill; estruct1.on~ e coo g t9,-. 
killing causes him inner turmoil and turbo- YosefAfbo.(Sef,rHallhriin3cllap,15):alid 
Jenee. Netziv argues that God ·()Oly gives gifts Rav Yitzcbal( Abravariel (Genesis· .il,:lk: 
when they are needed; God's-bestowal of His slwchet becomes. insensitive io · the act · 
covenant of peace upon Pincbal' indicates that killing. Fuiiheu.oore, Rav Abrabllm Isaac 
Pinchas lacks inner peace. Neither the Kook siates that preferably ·the',tasks-;o 
propriety of Pinchas's action nor his noble shechi14 and bedika should b!: p.;µo~ by 
motive pi;otects him from the _bloodstain. different people, as the ~k najst be,learned; 

:~~Lolll'~"i°lQltfhe~'Jt 
Up"5aburntoffering. "Hhehttetidi:d t<{offer aotual)yi<ilt . . 'er;theldrig• 

;;a)'ielii.<>iitoG~fdotheS¢p~~-~~~ ~~1he ~ fua~despera~ · 
.. "Will be •he Lord's" .might. refer.to the ~t<>wiilawar~Jhef~-SO 
CQnsecr,it!on of a peison !<' thesei'vici, j>f Grid . he tool{)iidiist~@rnvhe> wis ti'.>~ lifter r 
rather _than an actual sacrirree. Um:secolj.d ·him and he offeied him up on the-~ as a 
)>lu-ase., however, is diffic;.it"to~ 114th · bµml offeiutg (w,~ o&dt];": (Il -Kings · 

· this. interpretation. Marcus beli~ that . 3:27) A1JCOJduigt01>ne opinionin theTli!mud .. 
, ",,ehaalilihµ olah" can be ta)<en i~~\/Cly, {Sl!11heilrin; 39b); M!lima saqlficed¾tjs $Ob to 
citin~ in •l!PJ>Ort thei/brilse ~~~ God. Thus Yiftacb migl¢ have illreruled a 
in Nu~ s::n: ~&Id~ ~l!':WliVC the human victim, thinking that God would he 
Levites before the :Lord l!ll' a: wave offering pleased with · his great sacriiice. If ¥iftach 
from the Israelites~ (However'. Rashi believes )Vished to sacrif@ somegne froni his house-
.that Aliaron ph.~ Waved the ~es;.) . bold; . his. ext~ rell@!i_(!n Ul'9n seeing bis 

M · · ' · · · · · ··. · · daugh~indicaresthathe,expectedadiffi:rent• 

...• ~. ~=-···,0_'1~-~rJ:!i~_-_i..i_;_L.·.-~~-~.·~-·-.;"'.: vi=..ps Yifu!<;h was D~ ~re what he 
· mtel!deil: His vow was a wild ptoil\ise1J1li@ 

in the heat of .i!attle pflit,arations;.be did !lot . ,. ,• --. - ___ , - -- -.,-.- ,,·--

The cari,fu\ p~g onhe:i!>~ ~\ibis 
illterpret;uion l!Dllkely, bowever/'¥lititelt's. 
VOW Was more likely a . kind of• gimi~ 
in~ed to itnpress G<Jd 'Yid) i~ 

• Yiftach promised' to •sil£rillee an~rig that 
he longed to him, assuming that thitl!}'i ~uld 
work out.all right in the end aDjl. tbathe w()uld 
lose nothinj! worse than. a sheep .• ·Wliether ·.,· 
Yiftaeb in~j:ilo an animal or<a )ie\1!011, it 
seein..'clear"ffiiit :itc iniended to offer a ~ 

urn-.'·,. .~... . . . . , 
. n~ymean;,bowever,thatY~lciUed-• 

his dajighleJ;wlien Uimgs did not tum ~ut out 
as as.,he wlsl,ed, he may hav;; .liliered .bis 

..JJ~om;s.;: We: can_ (ljscov~ tpe dlmgltler~ fate 
only by: ClCl!llllliing the contin\llltlori of the 
$Ory. . .. ' .. , ' ... ' ' 
. ~An<! she said to hini, 'Mr fotlier; you luive. 

ope,te<I your,,.illci~th IP _t!io l.;prd, d~ to iii~ 
,~ to·W!lat "-· go~ foMfl'Qnl. yoiu; 
inP,U,. D<ri\' IIW .. t!t·~~~:~~yqJ 
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. · . Shapiro shifts'thdocus'of the'Naiis' attack 
from the Je~,;_io the _Jewisl) C,od. "lsrael's 
suffering is the result oflier iden.tific~tion with 

. the Divine ~;• 1'tiis. !lriderstandirig gave 
the.Jews an incentlve to ClJlTY qn, '.fbeir God 

qbservant J~w, scol<ied a :Dr: :$te,tt f~r : Sa1'6aih luis flourished greatly, ch!>ll:nt, the Ulrich Keller ~photogr.:.,h depicts ~tarved, • 
smokipg oil_ the Sabbath· i11o f~ont · pf the •. traditional ,Sabbath-srew. • (Huberhand 208) near dead children lying in front pf displays of 3: 
<1ennlul'.administrator Qf theli95pital (<::ur, · Althi>ugll no one can refute the decline of chocolare aod candy (The"Warsaw Ghetto in ,: 
niakow • I 59). Czerniijki>w ;dso · successfully obsenianee, a story , relayed· by-Czerniak ow Photographs. 138). Some Hasidim turned to i 

,.. 

.. had ri~tfotslikeo:thetti. (In the contra!)', He 
· itlentifi~. so closely. with them that His 
•,u;IJ!ies directtheir attacks against the Jew as 
oOCrs representative. 

convinced lhe .· Nai,is · to rilak\l · Saturday . a puu the feelings of some non.-observaitt and a life. of drunken revelry aod stupor. They lZ 
mandatory day of rest. (Huberband notes that apostate ~ in another pel'SJlCGIJve. Soon dismissed.all censure and unabashedly begp:,I • 
this was counterprodudive, as the observant·, 'after the ghet(o's establishment, the Germans f~unds to .support their lifestyle '(Huber- ;p 
did not 11eed the. Judenrai's decree oilld the onlered a census. Tiler.Jews could not divine band 186). , 
non-observant simply bribed the polke t~ the-Germans'. intentions, bu< they sensed that But that immoral or callous behavior .,., 
look the other way. Only- the ·p0lice ptOfite<f the ceiisus'.boded evil. Vet, Cumiakow's diary nourished within the w arsaw Ghetto should 

S_hapiro wrote ~ a religious theologian, , froni. this well-intentioned regulation-.) ·entty of 29 May i940 records the following not surprise us. Wliat should baffle us is the 
Rub<;rbaitd as ail Ortb.odox bistoriao. Both Czerniak ow even. persuaded the Nazis to • letter: · extent to which moral and _religious character 
Hasid.icRabbislost·wifeand-daughterstotbe reopen,threesynagogoesin.Warsaw. · "I ha;e learned.,. that I am considered a qisted in the Ghetto. Statistics compiled by 
tuftwaffe's guns, ShaJ!lfO in the bombing of Christian convert. I wish to state that I have the Nazis put the human density of the ghetto 
Warsaw 8Djl Hl!berband in the sttafUtg i>f its Nevertheless. the over\\'helming 11111joi:ity of never been baptized. I 1e(Hhe Jewish at 110,800 per square kilome(er (247 acres); in 
apgro,u:hes, Both resisted "Hitler, btit ea¢ in.. the Ghetto remained non-observant: As ci>mmunity in 193Jto be a person witboui aoy · . Ar,yan Warsaw the figure:was only 38;00lrper 
bis 0 Wri way. Shapiro clothe!! bis 'resistance.in Rabbi Zeit1an,--:a nored orthodox leader, religion. I _did not leave the Jewish religion to square kilometer. The. apartments in the 
tlteol!'!!Y,·whi!e Huberband wove ilpermanc .. ~aiiesis,- :-- -cc··---~---..:..~ .. ----llea,·memhe•-of some betrer or worse faith... ghetto _averaged 15 people, 6 or 7·per room 
ently into the,.tapestry of history: · · To list nie as a baptized Jew - a .,,;tegory (Keller Vil). 500,000 Jews were herded into a 

'The Sabbath is disappearing. In the house w\_uch I myself look down upon - is a few streets, forced to enclose themseives 
Orthodox,Jews were not the only°spiritual 

heroes in the Warsaw Ghetto. Many non­
·observant-Jews-experilinced-areawakenmg of 
fruth. Froio the diary of Adam Czerniakmf, 

. he'!(I of the Judl:nrat, we see that eve11 \be 
enlig!itened iiirelligentsia fet1:111e stiJJi!,gs of 
tlieir heritage. Thus Czerniakow, a ooo-

whe~ I ·live, ljlll<\ng two hundred and t~nty grievous moral wrong... correct this unin- be~ind ·a wall, aod left on their own. The 
.families,therearehardlytwoortbreeofthem tended injustice by placing[my name] in.the ghetto was starving. Disease ran rampant. 
,who are Sabbath-observing." (Norman appropri;lte register... · . Corpses lay rotting in the streets. 

Frimer; tradition·IS:I 87) . Aleksander Miet{elniko;.,] Evei,°beforethe plans for the Final Solution 
Hu.berband:eonfirms this with uncharacter- Although in}'4ay 1940 the fate of the Jews had been drawn, 5000 Jews a month were 

istic _humor; "Although Sabbath-observaDl:C had yet to be decided, they realized that their dying in the ghetto (Claude Laniman, Shoal,: 

bas fallen greatly, one matteqelati'lg f!l the future was far from secure, In retrospect, All On! History ofllle llolocaust. 182). When 

A Maia.en.· 
Contimml/ronl pqe 8 
she a:nd her friends. an\! she bewailed ,her 
virginity for two montbs on the n:tountain$i 

do not conclusively prove the celibacy t~eory, 
Proponents of bis. theory try to bolster their 
claim by questioning tite supposc;d reticence 

· mdidnotprovidesecurit_y,astheNazis Jan Karski. a member of the Polish 
iewed birth as the determining factor; but government-in-exile visired the 0ghetto, he 

was- unclear in 1940. Yet Aleksander could stand it for only an hour. Forty years 
Mietelnikow deliberately cut off that avenue afrer that one hour he slill -does not go back 

escape;hecould not bear to be thought Qf to those meino~· (l.anzman 174>; Karski 
a convert. This display of allegiance to the lived on to leave those memories behind, but 

WJSh people, even if only in terms of the Jews of the ghetto were not so fortunate. 
· entity. was-a form of spiritual resistance. What caused some to fairer and others to 

-----Atnd-at-the-e.ll!l-of1two. rmont:h_,ntte-(_ e!l!mi::nr-efi;l.le-ltMraf10HIHllle-.""'~. si<,,.-.,ft!,e-si~,_... .. =;M~an;;y.;-_ ';didii:·r;con;;;;;;;ve;;rt;-_~NF;;o;;:n-o';;i;bservanL;;:;· _=:;":and::;. rise? Whatever tbe answer.· it does not lie 
her father, imdhe diiho!ierlus vowwluch. he Wliy wciuldtheni!mitor avoid direct mention , · observant Jews ;dike abandoned most tr;,ces along lines of observance. Members of both 
bad_ vowed, and she bad_ not_kno_. wn a man. • ... · o_ft_he d __ a_ugh_ te_ r's death. w_hen_several_ bl_ood_ . _Y · · · . ..... . ..... ... . . . .spirituality. and morality., Huberbaod ~ps stumbled; many _within both camps 
Anditbecameacustoinilllsrad:~. iocidentsarerecotiiiied,nfulldeiailelsewhere records the shame alongside the honor. The soare<f. To tlJose who died and lived 
thedaughtersofls1aelwouldgot-0couuiiem- ill the bool<? In Judge$ 3 we read. !lbout tlte ghetto elite casually swept _past the out- "bkiddush l*ul,em" we owe: recognition and 
orate the daughter of ·viftacli tbe · @~ite grJleSl)me death ofEglon king of Moab at the etched arms of st,arving, -near-naked ho magi:: That we cannot begin to compre, 
fout days a year.· (Judge$- 11:36-40)' · · • lumds of Ehud; in chapter 4 we see Y aeltake ehildren on theitway to buy the few delicacies bend their experic:oce by iwmeans absolws us 

The conclusion of the story certainly stel!!$ a ten! pin to S~ra and drive it through his still available in the ghetto (Huberband 239). of this debt. Perhaps by reading .their works 
·to. indicate that ,Yiftaeb killed his:daughtet. forehead. Tanalch describes the death of the Some of the most poignant pictures that and studying tbeir lives, by keeping their 

Whcm.. be sees his _daughrer he muls his "good guy"with the~ objectivity used for SllfVived the Ghetlo are not of German memories and ideals alive, we can begin io 
clothe$-, a sign to her·.that lier death.is stones of the eneiny's defea(: Asa,hel's barbariiybutratherofJewishins<;nsitivity;an. repay it. 
innnment Both Yiftacb and bis :<!aughter stabbin~ a! the hands of Avner in H Samuel 
avoid <il<Plicit ref._ to the sacrifice, but 2 inbnost,.. gory as the death ofEglon. f" 
both undersiamf what must- be done. The In·, die Yiftac.h passage, b_owever, the 

diuglitet.stressesthat Yifta,eh~!loioher ilmissii>I! of .all details $0~~ useful : 

t:i:::;~t.f=u~ ~o~=r~~';:: 
the~ rells us ob~quety that after two Y~.:aril). his JI~~- ~ effect is to 
mo~Ylftaat"didtoher.as.~hadVllwed, f!iesetve~~<i{ber deat\l, • tit 
and she baitno1,lin1>wna -~ .· . . · ~the story all.the mnie tragR{ The effect;; 

At tlie eo!li)lusmn 9f tlie S(Ory we.are oofd rmliu, ~Q .. · . · •. . . . . . 

P"88. unno 
, conune"morated bet. death each ~ as a. 

reminder of . the ~rril:>le · conseq.uenCC$· qf 
ignor~ and pride. 

.... 

-· 
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An:u;rj.can soldkrs .. 
l:ventuaHy, he ;"f'jolns M$. t~•> s.~f\)ving 

Sui.'k-t. i,; tm.•thers. He: det.-'idc:;.; hoY..>e)c1!r1 th.u he ,can no 
r-tam,1.!Cil in (~.rm;"--w: Puland. Eve}tt~m.Uy, 
·Naiis fin4 the family ttn<l take -the. parents. 
av.,l_yto·be&hoc 

The I'i~~ ~nitia.Uy ~ijJ the four hf{."1lhers iµ 
wi>,'<'fllr>!!,,n l:atnp. t~ first of five 

Henry a.,,W lii~ 

lor.:ge--r hve in anti--scinitic Eastern Europe, and 
Xl e(11;igrat-es. fo )\meci:e-a. 

D"'sspiw the poig:uanl.':y -of lt:i subject, l.Sbal 
(lye fo_~Kfi cm(?tioual in:t~~t as-~ ~1seque~ 
ofOreri-stt!in S literary sryle. He Cn.ips p~eecs of 
intorniation~ picks them up, and re~i~rts 
them ai odd moment~. For example, he 
frm;rji:cts. a story -about his first ·girl(rie-nd into· 
a Jiocum,iQn of the Sovietirivasion of Poland, 

the reader to s~itch abruptly fn.1m 
He -often lea~ tnoug~ts 

is pleased to announce 

N~·-'ilel,ss; Oren.a.in evokes patlw!l 
i!ldirel:tly; ,brougt, ~ ci,ar..._~ Uis woirls 
""""""'real pwple ~ a ""PY,;.,... 

, , _ _ stroggting tim,.,l!f,the Ii~ This is 
and P"ID 1;" e~ "' pe,f~" po"""ful subject. Still, I!'~ 
«>ncenkatron camp,c . . _ . _:,,,i,1Juro sense.ofourr- or IJomir. Oiensrein 

Orenslem ai:, l~ WA...,.._ hi<" has~ hii=lf too !i,.r from,;,., p;,st, --
own 'f«:li"ll", 11,1.,.y ~--"" lrntw· 1-...J Md i,loclre<l ou! too,muci, of.the pzjn.: · 
"""" kilkd in th_,, ~ We _,., deeply , 
troubled, ""T ro!ll,kd" ""1>M/ ~oo,,vey Th< boolc's <l~ is ii< most j>OWtttw line. 
toe<ieptli<>fl1i~~"''lwitiine,R~ As °""'6tci11 en!«ll ms last <:amj>, an S.S. 
b the time lie S1>«R lti ~ l"oom<! while ~-~ iiim; ~Ju&n! Wlmt-are y;,., 
jXITI of his family lived """"" Nui ru!,,, be doing here1 i ihoug!,t there _,, ·no more 
writ,:;,"Af!mallmi,;tim,;,mnctapl'f1~ J'ews Jefil" While·lhio oool< .has numttws 
time, !was ymmg, I had agir!frimd c as a >n'lf1£0fl)ings, ,, remains-~ for swvi­
Jew f il><l a feelmg of ~ :witl! Ille vms sud) as Or,,r.stcin 10 ,~d their~ 
~•When: is tile f..., l>e ru:~ 1,a,,., feh:? 1!,e world must contiuw,Uy be reminded that 
How could~ have fclteq~ with l'.ktttiles the Jelil/S have i,<deed survived. , 
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we may inte~pret Rabbi_ AJdva's 
_ Statement. as ·_asserting ·thilt the_ suf"\/lval- of 
Judaism necessitates- &.we and_ -respect for·· 
talmidci chakhamim, upon who's shoU!ders 
£~ts.the t3Sk-e:f interpreting the written law. 
This is 5he_n- a natu_rni -cxte_nsion Of r.he 
comtnandment "'Iv taslir min ha-deied, as.f1Rr 
yagfJidu lekha yilmin usmol' (Dem. l 7: I i ). By 
relatjngf~af of rhe·chakha,nim to fear of God, 
R~bbj. Akiva places the. two on -almost equal 
foOting. lndeoo. the T a!mud {&Va Metzia 
59b) de,,;Piibes God, kave_vakhol, as. acceding 
tcl:-ihe Oi,lniofl_of the wlmidei dwkhamim 
<,\nit.zchUn1 .banal". 

~-Hasidism emerged at a time when the 
commoner felt remOte from Goa an<l 

'ft~~hr~ql.lebRabbi····'losef ··Blau 
L.--.·.'.e ...... a. ·· .... m .. ·.•·•······.· ... · .... ~. li. ea. ch.·. ·•"'a.·.·<····"· d.··.,.·_O.· utre. ach: '' .· . ' ·' . ' . 

-in·a congenial setting 
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( of H'CH d~m~-1nd) ht>lp-fr-1m his feH,w •. Thus. 

tmt:-i.·01 b~'m tltl'tim ledw.vefc: bmd dit Jew'$ 

never c;;aJ.t: from tht" Jand, ther~f()re r 
command y'l.)U saying.-· thvti shalt surety open 

p 
. dem-0nstr2.tes. ili:It Judaisrrl ~ccepts·an<l,i~ven 
-embraces man ·s natura.1 igdii1a{i0n towards 
;;;etf-i.ove,, \Vbat rote can the- li'do.;.him 

play if u.-i;;m ls. .by nature a seH'ish 

this paradox RaY Shimon 
concept of self. on the most 

he po~wlates, .. self' be~ins and .. 
the material.· - the body and its 

Mao, however. i5 capable of 
that his seli 

as his extended -;I". A Jew following fhe 
precepts and .~pirit of the Torah may then 
gras_p that the emfre uation of lsrael is p~n of 
his extended sdL And rriiin oan 
~ fc.vel o-f sopaisiic.:ation 
entire world as an c.xten::;ion and cx.pa'nSioh oi -
hh ~I". 

As man inchtdes, othprs 
of self, his l<.!Ve·extend-s· to~them. Sdf .. tove is. 
the soun:f of an lovi:. 

1n John-Donne's famous words, -No 
is an_ iUand, im.ire of it selfe~ every man a 

. _ . _ peece al p~l of the rnaine~ if a 
your uwn benefit." i\.;, Torah", Rav \\'ewbergwnte~, he reyesi:e<l th~ clod bt..---e away by these]!. El;i.rope is 
shouid be -cha.n1.;1bk sn thae-~H,checr,m,,,---s"'.,\1,'",;'c,rn~ll'i~i'~r'.e,.'.".,n,0,1,- u__a_man ~•)!S-T;gr,:i, _Hus ___ tnm,ue_10i1ture_JOLH>O,fil&m; H~~-.g~Jl.itaJi_t!{.__fil_ ___ fue-~;5e;~eH-z&.-i-f-a--pr~ as--

Chananel ha,; it, ··rzedaka. gemur.a.,._} i-s du(; ro 

~he formulation of ~ht: comrnarnJmcnt of 
chanty in D-:mernnur:1y 15; W: ""You :chOukl: 

not 
l,t,,__.eause 
Mess du::e 

'¼illingness to give of his material goods is 
rooted in the religious naturN the giving. 
The non-Jew, however, lacks the mitzva 
orientarinn nece5-sary to overco-n1e his initial 
nona!trnistic.motivation. 

Rav Yaakov Yechiel Weinberg(SrideiAM 
Vo!.4 pp 343--44} daboraks c,n this point in' his 
general dis:ussion of the d.jfferences between 
the- Jewish ethical system aqd Christian moral 
prindp'lei. 'When Hiller taught a· potential 
C-ilffVert ".Don't do to ethers what you don\ 
want done to y(?urse!f;. this is- the .entire 

its rehgmus: system. well as if a mannor of thy fri:5"mis,1; or-of th.inc 

charity tu fulfill God's 
the poor 

<md to sustain them. motivati11g 
factors recede into ihe badground when 
confronted by rhe objectified. ad. Halakha 
may not transform a selfish 

Rav Shimofl Shkop Hmroduction to 
Shaa.rei, Y&her) offers a u10.re radicai 
.integration of the see:.rr:.Jngly conni-cting ideals 
of cltruism · and self-love. Afte_r dciini:ng the 
concept of k 'doshim tih yu as .ichanneH-n.g all 
ones dfons towarijs the be~terment {spiritu .. 
aHy and physically) of society, Rav Snimo-n 

nwnt were-~ any man ·s de.a.th d?ml!.tishes me-,. 
b:r:cau.se i am involved in mank.inde; an<l 
therefore never send to know for whom the 
be.U tolls; Ir tol}j fur t.!iee 

is the ~ience vf description; 
religicn of eduta..tion. For the ecunmnis:t, 
everthing begin!.>. and -ends with the real; man 
as he is. For homo religiosus. 1he real is on!y 
a ste-pping ·stn,ne, a point of departure for 
greater and loftier goals. 

Notes 

1. Quoted by Rav Her_schei Schachter in Or 
Ham_izrat:h, Nisan 5743. The theme 
elaburatt.-d µpo-n in an 
same journal,.. Nisan 

2. Rav Schachter in 
573&, p. 178, 
surrounding 

Ni."i,m1 
the roajOr arguments 

SER 
monetary tithes 

According to 
' Stt:m that certain 

it would 
tasks can ht: 

pen:ei1.rd in pufely .t:c.onofilic terms, as 
designed merely rn direct an<l 
channei ·naturaf mr-<,nei«sr 
motive~- InOtt<l, 

R:-n: Elie:z.er once said: "'An the charity and 
kindness done by the heathen is counted as sin 

Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological 
2540 Amsterdam Ave. 
New N.Y. !0033 

I 

because .they only do it to magnify them- Suhscribef5 please .send in your renewals. 
selves." The T ab:nud then askst "But is this not 
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