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Dear Sir or Madam, ::i:I 
We were profound~ insµ!!«! !>Y .the al>ow lll 

parody of the thought of the Rav which w,; "(l 

f~l strongly wm be prin!.ed __ in thli ifil>ilt. The= 
ideas it :_raises- "an :rerioug, !rid ·_wqrthy ·or~ 
i>rofoimd. ~"~"!'ion, ·"1Jd sl><;uld r.o! be :::; 
discus.,ed satiri<;a!ly, lroleed,pur l!eit Din !1'IS( ::I 
worked serious!~ on tnis sitttati.on for ye.art ~ 
and will .be issmng a decision shottlY after 
we appoint a r,ew Rosh. &it Din. • 

tJj 

i .. 
i 
~ ·-In the Centrist _spirit, s 

The RCfo.:.Mimnistratioo ····-- ··re .. 
~ 

-The author respcr...ds; -. 
, l am. _of .course. grea.&f relieved that no 

onere/llized that l can\ l"Ad Hel>rew. 
!!lY' ability -to get away with ... t~is one 
encoufti~ me to- continue v.ith ·my Jorth- w 

· coming hook, "Ha!,akhiJ: Jusiifications for 
·WonierCs ~'{,ffny«nim auhe 

As for my an9nymous co1nm:oot,de,1t. 
introduction -of -Talm¢· nl_ 
sho'Wi that he misunderstood mv- use 
term "h~ic thought.• · 
Eri<..kei t!wught. Rabbi 

_ l feil. is _vaiid. but net legitim~. \Vllh 
to tl,e RCA le!ter. l rer.r· readers to 
fOS!!O""' of two ;-ears ago .to '1le 
letter. 

Yeshiva Untversfty!Stern C"Ollcge ·i!};· tM A.ZYF Religior;s Department 
present the new: 

Come dooid~ 
Israel's fate 

from the comfort of 
Yeshiva University's 

Golus..Club! .. 

J'Ng,,,,,,: 
• Greet/Joss 

8rigadior C,..MJ'al F~ T<~ 
IDF Diw.'f!Jr c{T .L,i,,g H~ W-

1)1'. Rt>N,i oo Mllkr 
llia:-C!wmcell«, Y csAfva Uniwnif;J 
(~ ,_,IN, l/.! Aliyah Ci1'h) 

J Qin us as we continue to bring Israel 
to Yeshiva University .atu:l Stf:m College! 



, ·. · 0 · In this wide world from Grundoon to Granada 
L, .~ · I lff ~,., 

i,:_ No one has ever seen 'Jbra.1 u~mauua. . 
~ i Come with us North, with us Sout~1, West and East, 

~ Together we'll search for this mythical beast 
fl . 

~ First we .will visit M.t. Muddle-Dum-Dominick, 
~ Horne of the fast living]brahu~Madda~nik. - · 

. "-~'·RecaU,cl recall,''-he says.withredundance,- -
~ "When Torah u-Jfadda was found in abundance. ::;; , 

0 
-~ "W;e'd pluck it off vines, fish it out of the sea. 
t We'd harvest it right off the Syntllesis Tree .... 

Of course, theTorah-Onlies were oftentimes fumin' 
Seeing us feasting on John Cardinal Newm.an. 

·,P , , . , , 

"They told us Philosophy Fruit could be harmful. 
But didn't Maimonides eat by the annful? 
-They answered, 'Tour Mom.des may, butours wouldnever 

--~--------:Eaga~in a nonwT~y erukavor.'---- ~---~ 

"'And what about Hirsch?,' we challenged that troupe, 
'He had a recipe for Synthesis Soup.'·. 
'He didn't! He didn't!' _pied the Breuer B9ys Choir, 
·Anyone saying he-did is a liar!' 

'"No Torah U'Madda! Tnat beast is a myth, 
No realer than Feeler-Fa-Z-9.oms from fll-"Zitn!' 
But despite al!ihe nays of those nay-saying sayers, 

---~-W€:{>lay.ed Torahl.I',\ladda .-:-_ just without other players." -
,Away from this mountain - Let's head for the Gush! 
Where· Rav Lichtenstein tends to the poetcye bush, 
Speakh'lg.of"but", "while on the other ~d,"' 
Dancing to an utterly fa:jcharon-les~d .. 

There we are told, "The problematic is plural, 
The tension's two-tiered, the dilemma is dual, 
God is our guide, the.Torah totality, 
Yet-Dantecan deepen-our 11pi-rit4lalityt" 

'Td like to add, ".says. theCarmy-Army-Man, 
"Thal 1brah u-Madda is Kierkegaardian." 

Now take the limo ori a little Lamm ride, 
Uptoa penthouse on the Upper West Side·, 
11Ie Presklent gives away books by the dozen 
On Torah U'Madda and Chaim Volozhin. 

d ,'"!'. 

~Where has that Torah U'Madda thing went.. 
· Where has it gone, to where was it sent? 
l think I can say, without confabulation, 
That this office of mine needs more information. 

Our promising Project progresses apace. 
Wit_h lectures and lectures all over the place . 

.. ·---·· ... :R;efer.ro our journal quite stuffed with alotta 
Taikin and balkin"bout Torah and Madda." '" .., 

f;l 

'l.2 
"And what of the Ramim who roam around RIETS, ~; 
Do they- look beyond the Ketzos to read Keats?" 

. 
We ask a Parnesian, "Sir, does your teacher 
Believe in a 1brah u-Madda-like creature?" 
But he keeps on learning, like he never heard. 
He answers my question, not saying a w_ord. 

Now come take a ride on the Schachter Express, 
A· tour of the· Shas in two hours or less. 
""Can we stop in Madda-LandT" !would like to know. 
"No time, we have four hundred shitos to go."' 

Next we will visit the TendJer-Lab-Lair, 
Home of Prince Pre-Med, the Quoter of Shver, 
He says, "Quester, your question has an easy solution, 
More easy than ethics or than evolution. 
'lbrah U'lfadda means Law and Biology, 
It doesn't include that humanisticology." 

· Maybe Rav Rosensweig knows where to find it? 
"'First, ~ must ~ount all the 1:-ays t~ de~me it _..., 
Then we1l examme the theones behind 1t.. 
Read all the Rishonim, and then we'll refine it 

. . . "Watch out for aspects that mighL undermin_e it. 
· And noticflJie ·shitos who like to malign it. 

Then, if there's time, we will try to assign it 
'To ·where God's expecting us all to consign iL" 

Now we are done, yet there's so much to do, 
Work that will fill up a lifetime or two. 
Maybe you 'H work on this after YU, 
I can't imagine work finer. Can you? 

. : 



Radicru. both 'fxumies · 
Shi.to.; Jliat ap;_·riJodera.te 
More and less, wbat a mess; 
!t\ d«a,•in both directions. 

CHORUS: 
Several Wavs 
Can alwayS confront it, avoid it, reiect i"t, 
What exacdy Is a fa~:·? 
We um g0 on and on and on 

1'l<!·Tl!/!lll1G .. ;!'*"'n, ~J/4:/(Zv;, n,;b,,/#t~ h<>1,lll:ve•,Rab),enuJl,,c!t'f<!WOS·~~redc!? """"-""1wcww~am~Otr,j~;!IJI)', 
.1.id/;i,,i q/ ~1~· ~'When !h\!.·opp<>r- ha,:i a rue1m tfflnh ll~•, and was h-il ".,;eleet. fll>)'>must !le eu~ '*h,tlie 
tunity to l)<!'fOl1ll a mit.,i'<I or\s<s, on~ must ~."& 11,Ws bei; ,;,/ii,w.,h: .•m tlll<eimy of · rcsponsibilityofd~lvingmto~ bo<>ks:~ 
not allow it toJ,ecmn• sl.ak.'' Meaning, of you o,i, .allY ~ay.:'), ·. . . . . .· · Uiey !llust d~1,: !he ~p,,cifi~ obje<,liQJlS 
comse,it wi!lkave a bad taste i1><your ino11t!t llut what o( talmud.1im:h, you ask? H.ow to the mosses (and not ju,st have a good tin,;,). 
and may ev<n .smell up your ki1che11, Gi"."" will we fllld lime f<l.r Torah g,'i!en ii!! these. o~ tann<ll lleip hilt jwnp to• ·!he lltxt 
.this. ptim;iple •. W<s now f<tco the afllucus task other m#ZWJI; es~i;illy after cal!Je has been ·· ooinpeHmg conckisii>n, tumtely~ !J>isdelail 
of identifying which milzva1 one is expe'\Jt<d in,ta!led? Hav,s no fear, i:Je1"tle reader .. 'the {toJearn for the sake of inst~ll} Justjiies 
m perform throughout the day. Clearly, uo severai.Bib!icalver,e11which onefindsqtiole<i (if s11cl, justification is. neceJ<ary) .. ll!e 
,,ne c•n/tiisputo the a.xi om th•t working for w establish ta/mud T!IIV1h Oil a mitzw,, ilo ll<lt institution of Yeshiva University ( or at least 
" living is a mil= rabba ( or, at least, an relate to. learning Torah at all! Well, it its numerous parlcing lots). Th,, ill8litulion 

m~ offewing th~ children). For surprises me tool This essay will therefore is pres~ably dedicaled'!o the notion_ that 
skepti<:s among the readership of havenothing to say ,.bout them. Any ci\ation we musHttuly !/>• Torabto alert the general 

HamevMer ( or for th.ose skeptical of whether ffom . the Pr9phets. an,;! Hagiograpl!ia are p<>pulace whllt is forbitWen .to learn.. Ill fa¢ 
Hrunevasser has a reader.hip at all), one nee<j invalid as sour.. ces in this rega. rd; due to. the • - · '-'- f .• A • "" ._ S1'1""1lll\!!~·· .· . u,n...,., 0 . st"".•. l!IS •n. tu., uOl)I look no further th.an the "Ten Corumjlnd· 'limitation, "Divrei bah mi-div,eilctlbhalalo • · · incul ed · .. Ille 
menlli"where~theobligation"sheshety,,mim ya!fman"-"Don\getdivrei.ToioltfromNach, '.!Jl!ti!Uti • ·· . ..., . · cat · Wtlmn. mse!ves 
!a'trvod" leaves '10 .mom for . oeba1e, ucept unles& there's nothing to say onJhe parsha." ::,, e:::~:t:.:~:~::.ll,.:!~: 
tor· extremely ariumentatiVe. ·pe_ople. ·J:t As'--.mch, there-_exists no:~ource.for-the idea -thl_$JCµicilcy-~ 
foHows from elemen~·!ogic, logos filemen'- ·of -learning Torah.- _But Oris -_-is', a natural . 
wos. tl;mt one is obligated, nay, ... !$ vefy, consequem:eofthefollowinganalysi:,. Om,fmalobjectiontooompktetheanalys~ 
very obligated, to make haste to earn a livi,,g. The Talmud prohibits d"lnning phylacteries (l,m"ly $<if. the. sue of · thotong!lness) begs 
Presumably, the onus ;,f "hiddur muzva" .on tho Sabbath and Holidays. Theraiionale alt~<>!l- Th.• Talmud raises a. debllle llS IQ 
requires one to make a 1ux11rious salary; let . is striking • sinee the holiday is deemed a whetl;er a "l>a'nl ken~ - •a hlipperung lllll!I" 
us say, enough to allow one's wife free,reign "sign (Ole)" and the J>hylacteties are d~ · 4' permitted, to learn TO!'ab. Similarly; ·il,e· 
of the gold card. ~compa!llble "s~ (ote)t om: who dons the Talmud a.lso goes out of its way to sta~·11,a1 

The universally accepted means of achiev- phylacteries (anire~n .if he JU£< !!UIS the;m,. ll !J!911n"'f ~y Mt .learn Torah. Toes¢; twu 
ing this mitzva is through a college .educ;ition, on)dutjng the holidays declares wi!lynilly Wit Pfflllll"S 11.ppear to' co11tra<!lct oµr . ootin, 
for ont may achieve_ the maximum huidw he denies t!fe signifieaooe of foe holiday! ~! Of~ "ill°"""'' !110.Y imt leam 
that way, and, if desired, join the vo!!eyl,all (NOTE: in some sia~, willyrully<leclarations Torah! Of course." fu'a! wt may not ·w.m1 
team: As such, should one oon.sider study m are· punishable by law, and viol,aters are T;;r'll)t 1'll!> 4ifflCU!t.y i~ oomp,,un;!ed, sine,, 
a university to be ami1zvd! Ollly if one really subject fo public defamation !,y .the United tlwron<:Iesipnoftl!e'fal¢,ud is !hattbe:bahl 
has the time to. Ostensibly, it fa clear that Philosophers !'root) By natural ,:xtertsion, keri;,, in<leedl)emli!!ed ro learn! 
this., least fall,, under thembric of"hechmer the same principle applies ~o ta/mud 'lq,oh. The' resolution <if~.~. lies; .in. ~=::~~::"'"us :_f:~d"!;~~:;::i~~=:n:::!:: . ;!:.:ri;:,~~ns!:St~helli~i\1!:~ . ~Jt'::.:rrn1~:;u;;,t= 

l:quivo.,al. eqivocate 01 "college"· " 13!!' equal to ~Jekel,~ refei:ring ... cl!eu.incision (mi/a). as a ~rovenant .(b#t)~ os ·. · · m;;wui,r is .. dm,w!i ~I<> $U<>h a ui'' ,;>f 
·-6>=tatett7",sh,ur.---~-c'--,----jio-iln:-~inrormatiun01ie "g!eai,st.lrl .''W\llt"~~~cQW!l'~"-i!~hce;tion, ."m-:-.;~ganQ;J~~ •• ~. ·~c---

c,.,l!ege), ~ms bestowing upon it tli~ el,;vetoo ... me.111 "of ;;ircum~isi;;n !he Weight Ol H "!'Pt<>pri.,111:; ~y to act aqitipo,j~ !,;, . 
Prngma1,c. practical 
D,pnic, personal 
Qv3Jitarive; qU.2.ntitative 
Strikingiy obscure. 

Rayvad, Ra'avad 
~--~--..RAmLMl!.Rab<;inUl>J!L 

Malm •nd th,,Tosfo,; Rid 
Who r<.ally is ,~.e Rilva ? 

l'""!')e, pia=, peF.<>llS, thin!l3 
Can ,wly mean most '!!'}thing 
FIVE APPROACHES ! 
FOUR POSffiONS ! 
Who\ $ten the melrorOs ? 

CHORDS. 

Stronger, wea)<ei,1¥ser. smaller 
Greai,,r, lesser, llar<ler, softer 
More expansiv,:, .i.s.· unique 
All at the san,e. time, 

Indicatl!"; correlate 
Can retlect, r,,trnj,,ct 
Poppell CUl, propped 11!' 
Self defending shtat. 

Diiitreni hats, K:iuw,s ma!\"' 
SnwnsJonnclation,; . . ·. 
S"ll"f-'jiuper-bin,r 

· ft~ a one way Mel. 

f!,ghli.ghrs, ~onreivabie 
lmkoij lo, the Kow,z who? 
Options, !)<JSSibilities 
MaratMns/-'dw'im. 

Enill= lliits, categories 
~tis! t,wa m()re- _minuti;s. in a hurrv 
SHlliRt;::mAY 1 . . . -
Ji¼lOWN AWAY ! 

statm of hed!Jker ntitzva ~ /Jalar<;h" "oovenants!" (an<! !lmse covenanl! wi .• ~ ·· · · · 
or "pretty darn impo;tant," which, enjoy; J)ielty heavy}, On~ "'ll'not hut coiw!Me ~ 
almost identical . status with a bona fide anyone cireqmcized whq lOl!l'Itll the Orai l...a,w 
mitzva. Well;! lhlnk so, anyway, .. . slaps the m4zw of ~on in its. fa,;;, 

Nevertheless, it is not ~t!>loo}; tu -wntoweagngphy!aw>,ries!>oilieholld1i~ 
such intricate analysis to ~rtain the (oneof the ~es). Although tltis does ruit 
"rrutzvaic" nature of college study. The preclude ·ih,, study .of the Wri~ Bible 

-- .•. munirovii!esexp1ic,t!y'ror·1u,Ttbls~~st!lilyoftl!,,Wtj_; 
· activity, placing the. respons\bihty with· we. Bible as well {d. Bl!:osings 24") •. {.A!iho~ 

father to insure its fulfillment . . "CJ,,mckl, 1ft' M. Sofer in the Resp<insa ofl'C1' ·• le~ 
pi darko; gam ki yazkin lo Yt.l$Ul' o!Mliis point, his opiaio11 is not ge,,era!ly 
• or "Ile straight wifuyour boy. dude, known.] 

a.'ld he1! pay for your retirement." . A seri;,usnbjoclion mustbe ol:vloll before 
Havi!lg <!Slablislted the existence of Ibo we proceeilfutther, l,low is*t kn~ ""1al 

aoovetwo mitiw;I, viz. going to oollege, ~ minuta,, are included in tfu, To . , to lmnw 
· getting a job, one more sigl)ificant mitzva what. \O' · avoid? The . re,;o!utio.n f. !liis · 

esm>es mention. The Chovat ~ seemingiy insunnoontl;l;!e dilemma rests in 
esctibes that even leisure activiti .. are a similar d,fficulty iepld.1ng "sefarim 
itz,,pl, as they enable a Pffi'O!l .l!> keep tlle hi\zonim.~ The Ta!;nud raises an injllllciion 
tller miirvot ¼it!, greatet zeal (!lie truth is, agai.'lSt readlng t!Iese ~ works, y,:i how 

J 

wt is~':" stale• of~ for~ ~11; 
(Ill.the .~that it wa1lgiwn;;,t'~inm'):. 
•o !\is.~ .....,,ot be ·~ ~ a 
~Oil of ll)e "COvenanl~ of !he.~-
11011, .l'OOSl&fy~tlii:'-tbattt,F1,a"i.r---'---
kerilllJOl!!ll may lea."" Tom,i 

Ifopel'ull.y, nosentltlli ~ of !l!is . ..say 
will <ltl~tlle matter<$he<lid l!d.:m(~ 
U.~wllo• ""'· b~. might· give··it i 
th~), N~ m '*hall ~lll>l ¢ 
nermimve llnl<!knic ·.d~ns,·b«!I'~. the 
~-~~a rea!isrn,~~wit!, 

. a local ~lt ~ ~;u>.ne 
who no:;·not .1>=.taima.'bl< ~ JIIU<ly of 
T !>rah) would ll<ltl!!' snpedi~, . 



I 

:ir.· .. .. -I· ' ~-
,--+--~~ ~.l!.lat at ... a0e· SJ 

N~ York .C:ity, as we all'~now, harbors The rare_ - face re.:eives aw...,;. welcome, ? 
many~d1mng ~-This one, Situated and Joe IS always ready fo sil. and chat. . .,e 
ituislightly hazardous section of Washington Lunch at Tannen~'&, sac! to say, lack, > . 1 

· ~ts, is ouf -of the way, .but. w!'ll worth any kind of lumr. Qui the supper i;nenu ~ gi 
~;trip. . . • · ·· · . quirky and distiQCtive; fi,aturing a nit,o. :; · 

.Called . ,Tannenbaum's (2540 Amsterdatn · pastiche of Jewish cuisine. The bcvmtF is 
. Avenue,%0-5344forreservatioos),it'stucked grape juice; the ·cntree gefilteJ'ISh. The • 

i~to' it quaint_ old _b~ildi11g pesigned to look. optional dessert·coniistsof sandwiciu:ookia. J 
like a monastery. Thulientelc IS student-age The decor at Tannenbaum's is understared; ::!. 

: and, inexplicably, all male. But the atmo- wood tone contrasts blaclt' plastic. A couple 3. 
sphere is warm, and the menu surprisingly :-ofobtrusivecolumoscreatcanuncasyprivacy QI. 

varied: . • rn certain sections, and strategically- p'-1 at 
Breakfast is easily the most popular meal bookscompletethesceoe.(Unfortunately,tlle 0 

'af Tannenbaum's. Muffins predominate, books are clearly props which have never • 
supp~ted by O,J., _chocolafe milk or ·actually been read.) Cll 
coffee. Th11ugh Tannenbaum's officially Prices ·are reasonable. And the regular ; 
·begins serving breal\fast after Reb D<wid's customers seem satisflCd. Or they may simpl_y. ,. 
morning service (starts 7:45, ends eventually), have low expectations. Some people appar· i' 
-~ crowds begin to arrive only around te!renOy have been conung bai:lt for~---;;----
o'cloc!, _ · · AlthoughJhcyseen1tohaveonly.the'slighrest -

-SerYi!;!;.is l!"!lerallyJ!ood, lllthough mnch idea of.what is reallygl>ingon. . . . !z 
, of the'. staff is well past retu:emeot age. The In short. I would recommend T annenlxi= .. --- · 

~re d' meri/upecial mention. _Sporting a um;s for a change of pare in dining. &pecially ~ 

.R~ l'o.r the Discovety Project ~ · A coinpeµng grl!tip -of researchers in 
~biisilylaliQri1iil-artheir.(ask of showing Broolilyn,. New )'9~ • also processed the 
. tbe:worlll die utter uuth ~- Judiusin,. fuive;-., $hulclian Aiukh,. but includ'°" the glqsses.of 
discovered ;,stonishiog-Pl!lt=S inaucb.classic .· the Asbkffl&Zic ;_,k, .·aema; Then analysis 
rabbinic works as ilhe Ktslineh ~ the in Tzenitlt reveals the phrase ~mi!zva Ii,. 
Misl!na _Bttn,ra. lkShukhan :Arukh, and the hachmir meod . meml meod met;)(/'_ when 
Nest Bi-ot1ms'~ . _ . _ _ . --• .-· .. . wppiiig every thn:e 1e11ers. "l'his. 9 boasts 

In ~-'ll/ifi/r. Hilk//ol 1Jilmutl 'Jontli,. • Brooldyn cool)Jinator Di. l$ Bliat'Jugm, 
.,· .,.»~~- ·"----\·--· --,, '--,: - --- ' • __ , .· ,,. -. ;,._ 

'tc ~ve,view to _the. ~y. several of 9UI:' f""'1ers have 
· ·· · · · · · - wniie,,· us concerning the publisher of that 

: .eiitire Vilna ten, lhe Brothers and Widi>w Romm. 
'·· we ~ you tlw the _good Widow never 

read the text published under her natne, but rather sat in. a balcony behind a six--foot 
it can bamer0with-a.-onecway-mirror;~ ta--

lie.. . . ~- ·--. :tlie..~lli~-
.. -~ilieiiG,dloobd-'iiui>~ArtScRawL Toys her na,me on the title page:is ~Y not 

~.l'lii:ali,and.t,i,ateil,·lhewQtld. Its revelation that of a printer but only ,hetc signature on 
~Ji,~~'~t'ofsiJ••htP~ abaskimi;,: - · ~-

· Simple -black swt and an endeanng accent, for those who have gro"'1 tired of Aaron's • 
Joe Blau glides smoothly from table to table. Eatery iii ta~ood or Chaim's llerlinplatt 

'He seems to know every customer personally! in Flatbush. : 

. ~~.;,, 

Stern College's. 
Midda of. the Month! 

Club 

youtffg presents 

A ·shiur Hashkafa 
. . by ~ 

. M~K. 
Shulamit Aloni 

_tfrr~,a 

Place: Stem College 

Of; 

" 

,"o::i. 

~~ :O@ P.Mc-~------c--1-..,----~--+--~---'
Date:Yom Risfion,·· 
11th Mar, 1990 c.~. 

and ni,t Gd (or!ii4,ofa rush job to take Yoi! may have nqticed that so far I haven\ 
, 11!1~ o( @.:-s~ c:io_nto-.ersy, As told 'you, much about the Talmud ~If. I 

l&\i\'Sttten /JI'~ ~RawL-Qlqlli!rs o(- 'really woukHike to, b'!t loo1< whiu happened * 
· la~ .. and quo~ l<lt 1111!,.:~~wL to Steinsaltz when- he. tried. So please read 
•---~~_Ol),.2if6ofseven1>i'el$h! 11te~yound,vesafterbtfYIDgit,111M!Please 
. ~~-~ worb; ,th~ T!)rah kl'!'P_ 1,t fromyol!I' ;wives and dau~. And 
· -~ i.l!l~ 1l8Cd as a ~ to-dig With. ' ,...:.!!"Y ~ zec~ ofkeeping our Jie<iple from 
. i• Our¥ii'~li<>u; biised 911the ~ _lelu:ning. Torah in_ ,die original .hasten the . 

.I 

. wort·>ilf ,i£a!.taf,.J:acob NC!ISliet sblii:"a:- ~ · amviil or the~. spei,dily and .as soon __ :~==~Jeelasif -asp<)S$11>1.i,.Amen: · · 



C ·__ . . f . .· ·. ~ .. . .... ; . .· .. 
·-c·. .. m. · . . . . .. ·-··b· · .. 

· j.··· .::·· .. :.1· ·.m.· .. ··· .:····· ·····•· ······.1.· ··•m .. ·.· ·.· .-. '.:. 2 ·--,,_ ",:·-' . ·.' .:, ,_' -.·· . - "' _,,, 
\ " . C) . .. . • . . 

! .. £ One ,of the'cleepest humiliaiio_rurof the 
tMntieth tenllll}' is our ignorancuboilt tenth 

• centilzy Ancla)usia. Our ignoi1lll<i about that 
15. time is epic in sca1e, broad as we11 as deep, 
"' almost infmite in its dimensions. It exceeds 
IO even our ignorance about the ingredients of 
.§ sa1arm, . ·. · 

. ~ Rather. tball disturb lbat ignorance, then, 
=. let us turn to thirteenth century Catalonia; 

. • abotlt wliicb M know a ~ deal. Whic!,.. 
• . CS: also makes researcb a hecl< of a lot easier. : 
;:.:---~w-?llll~~c:elllufy.was 

~ l\ hotbed of iniellec;tual indigesiiolL Lt'bfaries 
> sprang up ~JIS'di&pimshops. 
< Thesueetsofthecity~theinformalhonle 
:Z ~bales on every kind. of intellectual 

. l'1 . concern - physics, metaphysics, sports and 
~ · weather. 11:fany a debate erupted intoviolen<e, 
.:z and the air woµJd fill with cries of pain as 
IQ rubbeobands fired madly in ewry direction. 
:C The Jewisl! community enjoyed a partic
=. ularly honored place in Catalonian society, 

_, 

R.ediscoVered 
~ . . . '·. 

=~:1T. ~= .. ·,:: Cbayylm .... •. ' •; 

,tJe . · work,~ 
tlie many raift . personali~ of. 
Montalban hilllself. He was widely-~ ,in 
both clapical and contemporary philos(!phy, 
and be. closely followed' horserllll!:s, In 
addition to bis halakhic work, ltimbim 
autbi>.red a: ,monograph on · the iiilisq~ 
Although .bis scientific· ignorance lmlits the 
sigoif'lCl!JICe of this work, it happens to be 
good.-d·-~ 

.The ..... illustrates· ltimbiJD's Vut 
erudition and taste for 41ff-color jokes; The 
writing' sl:yJe j~ IIDC'l(CR, his metaphors 

.•40~. bumpy. New,rtheless, one can 
draw. fro!ll-.'·this· work· a fpirly incoherent 
picture of MonWban's philosophical world
view. OneClllalsollaiwbis~. 

Rim•-•fi<!rcecrillliof.~ 
. .ratioaaliui. ~ dieitvection oUewish 

!1011R¥$ into ~ piiilo&ophr.· He abo 
~ ttiat·Maimcmida·wQ a·do.et 

. ~ Bui,tew.of Montall!M's CO!ltem-
niries belie\lcd this . . . ' !!iill f, 

~lt,· ... · ; ~.. . ~7. 
~ lllal! ~- l!,'1P ,tyle of 

--.. based <in .the ctiticil(~ or 
lslamic~~~-
of the· 111~ text ' ' .. 6i · . 

,. 

.. ]··.,··· .. 

'J 

J owing mamly to the Jewish monoPQ)y on . 
msb: fruii-stands and ·the media. The king 
of CalaJonia, whOse name M do not know 
- although. evidence SllgeslS that: it might 
have beeli "Vinnie" - g,mtrally treated the 
Jews with benevolence. He saw. in their 
prexna: a counter-weight to the infi• of 
the aristocracy. He also loved bagels dlo'l. 
As a result, the Jews in. Catalonia thrived 
both -linancWJy and cultuially; schoiars 
multiplied and schoolchildren diwfecl. 

One of 1M IDOSt prominent unknown 
figures of that age was lbn lbn MoDlal!,im 
of Managna. sometimes refened. to as 
Rimbin,. A p,atHimestudent ofRamban and 
a full-time student o( cbeesemaking, Mon
taltan quickly developed a reputation for bis 

. .'Jheiio:··.··::·•· •. Jll!llef 
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then one liaa ~ pnm:n the dtfimty • 
of' lli,o -.. If. IIOI, then the ~. is eleady · 
a~~ ..i should on1y be read · 
• bedlinlii. . ·. . . 

~ast insipidity. . 

.. ~.~ ~ M~ 
. for-his~~-UIIQlemd. ltellilcd 
Geollic~asproot'tnts!lllllcialblbis 

know and to . ~-, ~. He a1s9 ·~ bis· 
a woman of high statiOIL She was, in fact, Q10$wcal~ R.; Olli ... alajafa, to 
at least six incbes.tallet than Montalban a~n.' thetown · · .ofBologml. 
himself. According to Graetz, she also --lb!!~ 12!! -13?? ~~up, and~ claimed 
wei$hed m_ore tball he did. But many have .._------~-----------------~----' vi,;lor.y. . · . 
questioned his evidence, an oblique statement in whom he could trust. But Mon~'s bad 1289, when be left Tudela; Rimbit11 had Lidie is kmi-allollt Rimbim's lateryeus. 
by Rimhim that "My beloved embraces the table manners alienatm the nobles. beco~completely ariony,JlOlll.'Qe-thus llaerlilils~111at Moi,talJ;an was l!esel 
heavens, llod the earth barely contains her:" When the ~ overthrew Torqu- free.to write: He also:bad ~write.fOf free, · by·~ ~.on a~ in bis a 
WbethertbisactuallyreferstoR.upbim'swife emada, Rimbim was forced to.nin .. for his ~nolinewasJIUlllingio,ay~ ~"My-~beavyanahoilgwith l 
is, of course, open to dispute. It may refer .life. His hasty departure forced Montalban Moiitalban's greatest litetary wo,t, -it' -., ,'\nd all ohny Ilic>_., • .of death.• . , 
~tead to Neo,.Platonist emanations or, to leave behind bis wife and eight-~ thirteen-volume ,J11&81lUID .· c;,pus '. entitled But M.~ IDllJI have said this just to '· 
perhaps, to a very $ood cigar. • he took with hiin only the shirt oil his back Hlrlnni ha-llimlllnl, !las not ~ the attraot girls. j 
. l!e<;au&,cheesemMakingtal. ban. wasturnedstill a somewhat tnd eleven trunks full of gold and silver. ravaps of. tqne .~ a:. three-pack-a-day We cl!> not Imo)\' where ~binldied or .J 
mexact-SCJence, on tocoun- 'Rmlbimsettledin'TUdell!,.buyingah-. smoking hal!it. F we,can·{riec:e '!"he!l;.~'fllll'<!~~lhl!lbedid, • .. ·

1 
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terfeiting. He enjoyed immediate success and ./ll1 Fourteenth Street and M,:n,,; house bad together a fairly_~ ohhework . ~:di<?- Wl.ieni1-~~pmiogwas 
rose quickly to become a courtier to the king r light blue trim, although be later liad it from the thOQSaBds, GE : , . to .it. in tlle <'~ ;, · · ~ ijythoec; 
of Magon, Torquemada (not related to his repainted a burnt orange. , · · Franco-0'6'man. ~ ,._,.~,,;,_,'* ,lijft. will, ~ ·1 /. 
mOA: famous fifteenth century descendant). Jl<;cause his reputation bad preceded him, ~-lime'. and. fa,·~.eft'on ·th!III ' *'UIIJNl'll·. . . of his thought. can .. ,: \ 
ln1boeoort,R.imbimprovedbimselfanadept Montalban was, upon anwat,,~-4.,_14-~oa.al•ki•fallllli1aoi~'figl!nl.•, ~· in this article. · ·' 

.ofll!llR<!ler UPQD whom the king could rely and ignored by everyone of sullslance; · But_ 'by lnslead'. 1· hlive'· ~'·tilt llholtest,neee t 
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