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Aside from a ciosefamili~ w!t:h.the Bible, tlrst hµe-<JtJJe second paragiaph,nfrhe 1-(iiddi-rJ; '"m,,mtdwure,dw i,, swfi. "l rme ""' <kVIA«.'<i I 
.a chauan inust ·also·b.xrve a workit'lg .li'.nowfodge Pf'f::sents a'sequenci of eight diffeftm terms. each from yum laws_'- fa Deuten;momy ! 7:20, when ~ 

:·wtu)ha~ttrtavenedyt..--tr' Thlsbuniliarc.Wl How Dl.3-'!'lY peopte. Clem-if o!)edecJaririgGOO\,hohnes:-s;;u1<lttan•u ... "endenc~" the wrnh dtM:ribe~ the krng'..; re4u:ir~rheW to U: 
'to aSsemb1e. l!.qui":k.t!U~ereniouio-m;·mjn_van'4l.., t,ram~ar ~ .~ead ·'M'elech, 1£1.; lf the .i;}tfi;:zarrw41Us to eo.phTuf.il.e the literal :;arry ao<l retid hi,;. pcrnma! uwaii ucroU wht-r-ev-:r • 
most,r.lwaJts·resui!S in~ne person somewhat ht1'olamint' (in the daity-~ming·setvice) ""tb.e w1Jtd:,., ht wiH m- ru.~ ' it givcJ>_?. moHv.uioo: "·f.rvdu .mr- mm = 
mllbivalentl:;rtt-.m~es-sJ~is.anaveOsreppingupto God, life - of the univerSe," as a.-. sings each yr.wrin u:rmot," ··m order that h,:; not a 

I 

!ead: the" itihbUf',, .'Mt.hough the. fun,¢tion of a < word and wm use wme sort of aM::eiHlmg ml.!;;i- deviate from ~he cr,mmandment tight {ff lt.:ft,,. a 
shJ.Jach tzibbur·1r, widely known·,,few ta.kt it to ,:a! line. lf tm- chazwn choo~ the 01:h~r ir.rer~ 111e rJw;.:zrm fluticei that aH three refen=-:nc,ci :I' 
heart. ·,:Evecy -time ·a ·1cw ls eietted i~ lead a pre!w,, uimon, and wishea to demonM:ratc how, :;how<! confr2Ct1ua betwet:n :"Rudy of hoi) D!..l1Jk;0. ;; 
~fflyatJ., even oo i ooe ... tlrue .basis, he ~cepts cal str-~cmre pr-ed,a~e& A ~rlous chat2.an <1nd co,nman,1m,,"" <Iii 
uporihi.n1tielftneresponsibiti~e-sof~presenting re-r.ognize:t; the need'to develop grWllrnatkaJ tttf~ r;e<.cnsu 7 
his congregation in frot1t of God, of le-Ming his r.en:,itivit.y in ord,.,--r to.avoid this type of error. He a.p,~,-, himself ff Qt- 'ft 
congreg~tioo in pra)'e:r, and -of maintaini~.g a 11\etmiriing of a rhaz:r.an,nrust aiso indu(te mote aware of his owr. Hs: ¼LJ£ihs --

pfisomil commitment"to Jud~ism, study Of the !aws and c~stoms u{ J)fayet. Of abilities and enu-..rionsj the sophistication of hb. wh-tr.her or n(:,,-t he hen~/ilied,fmm his 5t:ct. I 
~~Ws ~~ ~) $'i}ngtr·ro:these ~~ c?utte,achazz,anhastoknowwhento~y which int:erpretation increases, ieoi of Torah _and Judals,m ~::; he ;-.houM hr1ve. CN 
.'spµn,s~iti~-ff\M~~.~vdt:4lfft4ittm1fi1si~ ·c: :pi~.botb~ ~;~i&d,e famiU3'-Witl;l )ff"$ --_,X,.hiwk~nin~<.-('>~0~><~i~n~so.,,ph,-.is~tj~c-,sJt,c~(":lmll~r~f'<f;,c!Hwir~e,~'-tiwl~at.__.--5huuhl11~~-~~g~ He also 
tifi-rtS}.t:rshiluchel,c"ttib!Jur._ .. A few Jews go so far freq-nefltly n,ee4~d !aws, for ~ll1ple, Whtfi a for any serviee, a <.:haz.zan. _must spedai!y pr~~ asks hime;e-ff ffiQ:l.'e genera.1 ½Ut.stior.s. ",7fa-,',,_o ___ _ 
a_s u;>· ~~e ,chaz.?Anim~ a d~s ev~n tn~re pru..l~aph ro~s_f be repeated. deviated, if at a!!, bezauSe cf iazine,s. or pcrr~ps 
uniquely committe'.d than that of the shiluclu;l AJ1U-Afly, a chazzan .. in-:ttain~ bee au re of weak faith? Ont:e U'1e cha;.zc:;1 al¼wen 
tzib!J#r. , htgs~stliebuikofhistime ~ It these que~,£ions. to hims\,~IL t..: c:;i;n properly 2f.1, 

A chi,z:t;an takes. all aspects of studying tbe custo,irn of 'q~1 l i/ 
1 

i I 
seriOUsly. and bell.eves. that i.ncr-eased prayer, pait.ktdarly the cus~ : >i Fim.tHya begim ttuc ffa}J.l pr,,.eti, 
,ea!ion itr reHSious ~xpr::s~dqn yields more i,)!JrtJ!PY musJ,c. This isno·smaU f (j-f.. t cat of hb preparation ~~ he dec-i:<lei how 
meaning.· He talrei! tile req!lila-1 to prepare film. . and every p111yer, , 17\l / he Pe,hap;, tho 
Jiffi<;UJ<prayel.'ll and"Pi'!'ial service•!<> a~ ex- eacharideverydayofiheyear, , r~i, 
treme(O,Ch. 100:!,andM.B.there). 'lrif,wt, hasaparticutarnlllsicalmode I/ / 1 

lb;,. term "clwzzan" derives fn,m the Aramaic afld characterislic mu•k~l / Ni , /, 
word'"tosee";aclta!.Zan,mustlookoverthetext moti\'es, and perhaps even a '·V , 
of a service befon, ils peifumil!nce (ibid. 53:26 special tune. The. week<l•Y ) 
in M.B.). ln order to achieve his desired level ,4mida is ,uiig in <he / 
&preparedrtess.rutd sophistication. Ji chazz.an peritatonic roode (or minor 
must undergo long and !tord training: This mode with pental<>nic mo
t.raining, ar_td its refilfit.-t, Wstinguish a ~an tivesJ. the ::.t:abbat Shaciwrit 
lhm, as/,µliach ti:i/Jbur, 

Every c+,,,wm ""'6ds a worldng knowledge 
of musical lbeory, for variou$ r&1Sons, Fimt. on llosh Hasltana; the list 

__ W_®_""~,-t-ru-·s-~-k~~---00-,-h-e-Cllnll--~-.-~-O-~-r-ly-,-~---~ ... 
ll!e· various of scales {called The assignation of these 

pwcular mu1iC1ll, a,;pe<:iS to 
eacl:I te,,,t, as we .have ii today, 
has exill(ed for C<!ll!l!OOl; ilie 
-tmie iOr tileinu in Rosh 

I 

r 

11w ciutz~an 
decides on <lymunics. - when rosing h,mdiJ anrl 
v.,hen to ;;Ing -softly Most'"''""""""'· 
ciw,UJJn must dcterm.i-r~ what tvne of 
u..,_e, Di--;es he 

Only by 
jU£.t ctcscribed can the chazum ensure that, in the 
synagogue. he wiH nm present an audie~ wirh 
a concert, but w.m !earl a congregation in prayer. 

The chaa.rm' & role ;as congregational kade-r 
has many facets. Prom rt.M practi9al side, be 
maintains me pace.pf the servk:e., ar.d he iru.ik:ates 
which p1aye1s:sl.routd be said wnen:;~.~ud,.,,,homw~·.-sos,,----

f_ 
pore eacll line of pr,yer ru, intends to emphasize. 
S~ fuat !Ile chaa.tm chooses me line from 
selklwt j~sa.rnu mirrdtsvtJtiJcr.a umimishporecha 
/wk1~ ve!<unava. """,,-

simple 
from Your good cooooai!lMl<mls 

was oot wonhwlille for us." Then, 
lie e~l<;,; ll>e bibii<"ll reference.«: in 
Danie-1 ~•v-esor mimitzvote.cha 
~pared,,4" '1w•J bave deviired fr(lln yoor 
oommimdnw111s Otld laws," >we""• in me coo
rex1· of .p1~ ~iel'• l""Wna! cry to God af
ter i1!1d),lng the hlsn.-..y boob regarding lite ~- , 
struclioo of J""""1em. The psalmist in Psalms 
! 19: l(ll s~ vf Iris love ofsn.sty of !lie rorah. 
an{!, 3-,_'i-s-ert~ that~ because of t_h~t s.rndy, 

.addition to this.~ though. a ded-:kared cT°.-!JUun 
makes efforv,. to involve his congregation in the 
:.er.vice,. in two ways.. Fh-st,Ji,:! £UC, •. tl.trages. the 
c:ongregaticm w join m Second., and 
more important he t".kies his i1:rvoh~ the 
congregation on an em.otio!W ievet 

This laiter f.Jrro of illvoh-e1nent pt'l!-Si;mi:i great 
difficulties fur a c~: how ~1 he. .at:h.ieve it? 
,..fhere is. onl) one oohition. A ~~wl .::hazza1t 
opei,s himself to hi> coogreg;!tioo through his 
singing. He wiUingty rlispfo:ys hh innermost 
feelings ahoot the pray«>, himself, Judaism, the 
Jtwlsh poople snd God, Heu= lus knowledge 
of .le"'isll musk rod prayer and tlJe ,ropl!is<ica!JOO 
of his ,u.:a! artistry .to projc,;i wila< he believes 
mvSt deeply. This sinrerity yiel&s empathy: 
wheo such a cha:t:wn crie~ a sensitive congre~ 
gation cries widl him, Together, they rise to a 
higher ~>hitual !eveL 

f B~rr, Obavei Shalom Tzedaka Fund. 
I ~tott,,,~..tb!ri>ls..i-P, w,,1,iit•••mt,r.ri, 

of -, ~,rn,ey...--'41ltlp,....-rymp ~. !looo,,gl>•!••IJ!,ey_, 
1,m~y w-~l>IW ~ i@.....:ly fm,iii<,;j" lmlei, 

Judah Wotugelm.it¢r Dmllei Mayer (fihi 470} l ~. Llbr.,ry, Y.U. /1,!usg Re.sider,ce l:la!l re-wtive 
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"" a'! 
t,; l.iYing ,:h;:>n: ;rn; ,n;-my 
; .~u~·,--__cH -~-\.H-<'CUJ:YLT<:;;'r"··. ~-:• Sn-J Lh.e ··r:J/;i: '"!-, 

;g r ... -,:l",..ar.~-rr~"tS~uL 7:?.1- TtxTalmL.,J(A•--'('i-f,1/~:iTri 

~ ~:~~-,:~~~;~i~t:::~~:1.11
~\~~: :\ tht: ,,awrcPf the.v: 

fl!C'""''""""· :1n<l !o ,,,.,+,.-::., ,;:,:tent m-e rh1y int::r-

~w .. '.~ s.t/c.s in :brad. R,J.sh reje,;:b th1:c; ~.,"fen~io-.•. 
-_:._,;: v:..e, J_;~: RI.b'.L ! ~-K::a' ~TAl "'0,-!)'-f. f,'- ;' 
·_:,_ ,:·,>.·<•- · Q,_v Yo1ce- K·:n..' 'Yu-e."· 

15 l -7'. n1i.e'; like Ro·;h_ 

Durirlg the 
m~J-,. ',c- -1;:,-~ ·,f';re1 ~-- l:-:. c./ ·~ · ~m-Je'v.--:S 

:·~-, ;)"' ,,~.., _,;:>~ j' -------~Lg ~L, >,v,s ._;:_' .~½i:'f,,:'o&, R. 
Y ;!nha.k EJctiana,, c-pi~ed thJ.l ~ t1;mpf.1n:r;:-;; :-,._;_k 
,:ves uJs V,v'.aL th,_ i._ri:,n::.,:t~-:t <'g?.1nst gr;u-1.tmg 
:>-utior: in rh,.,: l2..'1d t'."' gen1i!es 
V,)L ! C·h 2 j~~-!notc- (:,J 

sir;1;x J ~,eighbot J;ke!y t,,.; return ifle favur 
Thu~, Tus;afm fan.it:, the c;.;Ss: vf gi.J:i fgfTYt.r!u: ci~! 
i1! Pi-.\B.chim ;:o ,1 g:entUe neigflb., . .w acq1.t:,.in:-

What 
\-kiri npfoifis rhe pr~1h,ib;iiofl of g:ivir;_g pI'i!&eflts 
re, gen.tiles e1-c.. a preventive mea3ttre, irisuring L'v~ 

adds Jhat 

;,1"'."1Ce +,ought:, and words le:<i.d m action. prai::.e 

Hilkhot A voda 7.ATa !_ l 0'. i ), he aHadec:, the 
u 0 's ru'in~ wh!ie a Jew sh0i.dd no• en-~::e:~a j_;cl1'ti'i;;, he nt"t.---d net .acti_vdy rescue him 

frc-rn vcril (Avodn Zam Ramh~m (Hilk.hot 
.A vmku Kaklw.Ffm i D: l) dws "'lo techanem'· as 
1.he prinm.-/sou."'Cf". pi.\,~mrmbiy 1..W .. riNJting to thi~ 
inten:lktivn those p;:uamcters aiready 
tht! mher reht~d prnhihffiom. hr cum.r3st. 
Slrnf<:han Ar;;kh disting:ui5he~ b-etwee:;1 1hc._ 
Gemtu·,.:':'i- three facets uf "to tedumem" a.% the 
lac\ of :m uh;i_g;it.ion to rescue a zr:ntik. in dang~r, 
appiying th.e fonner to aH gemiks t Yon=h Deah 

whik !iGiting the !a1ter to tbe Sen\n Na-

viduz! memberr uf Lhege natkm.s ar-;! ra;::i !o-nger 
idemlfiable, techane.-n" carmot be imp!e
rnts1tc,,i. Maoy Rishonim, however, tmlver::aiize 

De 'amar. wtich 

uf th;-: prohibition, ·w ;;;chcmem." Nev~rfot> 
the Darkhei Ttsiun'IJ ( Yurd< Deo:h l 5 i) 

ass-~ru rtmt o.mhcri\}i:S th:.u no pr~1h.J_bi

ti0n 0f seHing hmd to fahmlidites exis.;,.-;_ Desp:i.tt: 
!lie author's convktkm, he offers no rational~ fo:r 
,.fo~tingui1:,hing between the diffoten! hn.v~, at
rrituts:d "lo ff-:chfJ.nem:' ApplaP-Jntly. the re:a~ 
sorw fc,r :h,-,. 

finam;faij considerat!rnis 
Rav Herzog (Vol. I Ch. 2 Sec. 6) believes that 

hui.d gentiles does 
th.:n 

tex.J of <::.dHng !and to gentikcs; thus if we 
tl1e d:istin,:tjon ofth.c Dm-ch/;i Teshuva. there is no 
pruof of FL Herzog':! opirdon regarding gift 
~!·,,,n;;. 

f>.'.m; o- foe: 0 ':uthcltv, the pruhi-
b-iiion of 

R0gardk::\s of the e:rnct applkab.!fay of these 
prohibitions to..iay. the Torah's int~m behind "lo 

{~~-;;;~~m"'f~f:fgt<rtftt1;iffi"'tt1-ge~*""1 ~ -~d7'e- <t"."3l:X~f7B .. -· fn.--ti:mnsmti--ly ~mg .{{-f-Y .. f-'firew-Mi-?kjJ&--24-9) f-ocls-4:bati-t awti.::s--ort.l'j ~o he-etiniing ~->i_~i:><;;~!vdy ><g< .. kr, ii-·-) 
:.,--,j.j·s:..: ,r-,~-L~i PiJ--r; ":-.. T\" (:!:."l'"Jt;;;M : __ .. _<1rl,;,-., ::0 idpl::!t-e1;"'· ,:_r,;j C(Hl':'>e{(Uent!y the giv- n0n- J~,.-..,fah '\ocir.:ty, 

Ramb.f.-r, ;:it1t·mpb to ('.atf:g.:,rize yet m.·:other 
.,:-c"·">;'-cT· .-,,d--=-~ ·'te r+~,., -,+' 'lo ttchn.nEm .. '' 

.-lj.P..--:c·l' r·7"'e<..: :>- H,,,}..'(.'"ba.nrr,:.df,scrirti.un o!Gctcr ;.,o,,d, c1s ,,>.he 
·:nipo-ft.iiii!Jj. ·x::bD;- ,-_-_·, ,'F;>-;;_...,-r;-··r;: ,c:( hJ~-_..: '":'6i";J;':"f . ..;"J,-, .;,::; tYC 

i·luheJbm1J'~ (hn:.-{,:t ifl'JOlv£rnenl: Si',n;;:, ts., uiiset ~,Et"Z-iinE fron.,_ their pJ:ret!t~ l 8 ! _ 
T'" cr·-c,<·-ep-'V·-,,· 'H>--.-ic}s ,~·,12· Y:'°iS""' ;,l c•h.-..~ \.v·-\c. LX,u.o.J.hi-, ;i:;;__•:.,s. i' ?,,__;;;_ '"~,j jdvnhi~s ftl!1_~;,_ 

f"':>-S-.2,):. Ht~ ut(2rr-:r=i;;.. Y; g·,.e 1h~·· f u_-,; ;_;;·,u e:l; ~·;:.'-/,!! <(; ;X;<· <,,~,~ -J sj·-~, ;;;,+.,, -. \.'c"T!li{i;;. Tf'.~:, 
·v·~'-:x, 1 ::k ... ,-~- ,L,.._- ,_:,,:;,;::·,. ia"S ;,':" ·--i ::__: ~ :-, " ~:r>o._.,,-" ' -·\<>,>y .. ·~;-,;--:~\; ,;.., ... r·-~,_-_,-{~- ;,-. !;:,'' ·: .--·-. 

1he~;, .;r 3:,; t,e -.,,:,.;.-.; ;nf'-;nncd ,if '.";.:,;r:·, He ,--,:-1if· -...;:,-,:_J;c a.:-;~x;_:~·- ,,i fr,---. H .. >-;··:<-' i·:-~e ~.In,._·t;~;:;;,; 
::.hH"er;:G,-::t b",:;,,,-:-,;.::fi rb_~_ fiistc,ry :-n.d Ho\;,,;.-:ccu:-.1 

;.,f ,_h_,~ (!i2n::c.: ,,._ ''''f'-'rt>1;a: frg ;r:::,-·,:-;1<'.' ,.,_,hs; wid ,~:.v.:! 

,;-ja;;r:. fur ~-'Z<!.i:fl[,L. !},;;"fed n:;C '.;k_LV ¼id1 difa 

Th,., :':'"-db P"- n ,;~,)D,? ~vr,1 tr:,-::- • ··~:' _,,.,,. u~ch U,e; .c,,,r,-,,~ti;~k.'- ~l"-'...1io,1s c;,.~\ 
!h .. , '. '.:.;i,.>,.~,.;-~,. ;ti..~;:_;,'""" lL( ,,:.~~-"-''~ ,-·.__<, ;;, _ ,di~~"J ~. j ,~n' ,;,-- ;0:,_ ii,,<;J'.' 
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!iim:,e[f? 

Wt: can urr:bf\t.:;nd 
/u orit.: extrc;Tit\ -h-- _:-:,-,, J~;_._,:y,:': :i5 

:;umf.~:; num canno: cvntrnl his feeling.~ !\'i ;J 

n;:;ult, 

ihi-;,, ~c ::ioul 
therefore famts. ihe degree of iov? tha.t one ;uust 
foe! .anf.:t.'ler, does WA 

.1Hogdhcr. At ::he f:ihe:- a:::,.u::me, the thifd ap~ 

pn}i'l.C~! n01: m,iy' /mpJ£,:s m1 ~motiu:,a! cc,1npe:,cm 
to :.he n-tirzv-i.!, bw: intcqx::-ts the phra:1s,<:: 

8-y ,:lirnii,::1ti:i.g em(rrion frnm 
f;__rtt ;;ChL'>.)! 

Liun.. k; rne.rr:J)eI"" rdy i:eavi!y w; 

k..;:i,Tfll T;J;!~iiE<C ~U!nnf:nts; ;one, Hill.d"s s.uc-

that ~{abhi Akiv,. cqu::ih~s H Le!'-; 
principk"_with tht; ''iffi¼7Jf1:wr p;-¢~xri'' 0f hn,i: 

;;-.-n~':; nd;;(hbur 

rN 

f".:'~n~e'l::!1·,:t u~ mif:,-,,'a tro,-r:.iis li!crni m<::a~nng Gf r' ,;o- Y :..., '·' ·vp:--·n<-, 
:c _ ~;:g <',,c.. ·:, ,_;~_,d equ~-tl 1-.e 1I1~ fdrllln1:::::1:: ,~~, if i~ w;::;:-,._• our :_,\.•.:1, .. ~\., 
,}fH.dk·!':; gnlds::n r;1k·? in c,:,,f!.m:,t'.i,iary Tu ,i,.;;T,;l\~d ,.:,k,d, lie\• ::h::' 

a kh o _ a: 
1 • 

~ ; 
< 
~ 
~ 
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J· ... · 

iJose h: 
I 

. ; Ciiwrence Bmian 
"" · !IO After Joseph's :.tu::ce-5~t)1J intetpreration_ of 
i Pharaoh ·s dn~·-ains ru1d·hfa suhseque~ su_gge..s.noo 
.! for ~><cnmnk actkffl, Pharaoh extws Jo!'>'eph for 
Z his refined hm•ine-ss acumen, cal!ing him arr"f.sh 
« nawm i-Y!cha.kham" -- "a mart of rusc.em:menf 
fl and t.Ni:-:dom''.(Gen. 4L3.3L Accrirdi~g rn = Scforno. the redundancy > Pim,-acn's 
W ds,ve t.~rehciim a man~ 
:I .ager. Pha.rao~, awed by-Joseph's genius,- ap
f points him "'head of h!s housclK)!-J" (6¢~. 41 ~~). 

Jn ancient Egypt. thls represented tne 

Yet, K~the. reader, Joseph's et."Onomic semti
b-ilitv seems incongruous- with his sfu~he-rolsiave 
ha:t,~kgrmmrl. His rapid advancement 'and im
me-thare rei.:ognitioil in Pharaoh· s court elk-it a 
number of }rJriguing questions. When did Jo
seph, a- young Semitic shepherd~ develop tbe 
s~ISricared economte profK:ief"€y which helped 
hi~ assume tl-re financial teadershlp of Egypt? 
\.Vbat w;as-the exact nature cf bis seven year plan? 
4i what specific .,,,;,.,.,, did Jose,"' distinguisb 
t-.Jm .... telf as a qualified:- ecc-0omist 200- fiuaocn:sJ 

oyal 
their grain . 

s,m, w!lmtbeyems offaii>Jncftooliyarrived, 
1i., alarmed Egyptian,; petitioned their leader: 
"And when all th< lam! of EgyPI was·.fairus!red, 
the ;,e-0pk cried to Phar.<o,'l for bread" ( 41 :~5\ . 
Jo:seph fespondetldecisively: ~·And 
~ all !ire storeliooses, and sold to Egypt ... 
(4i :56). · Seforoo e>,>laios that ldseph ll!eral!y 
··~noo .. the silos !n order to create: the &~~g 
vi:-mat effect of !he government's overs.ruffed 
preparaoons. ln·tl!is ,rumner, Joseph successfully 
momfied the _ff',f?Unting panic.-

Tne :t{lfali--urei the- Yerli "'va)-iSh.lxn'~ in, de
scribing Joseph's. action .. 1,,'\o/lliie here interpreted 
as "and·he sold," a mote precise tt.ans-lation 
suggests ··ar.d he divided':' or_ '4~:11d he_ broke_up.~ 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch •~.plains, ham! 

. on the wove pc,:uliarity, !hat Joseph carefully 
supervised me n:disttibutiorrof the public stores. 
fn order to prevent racket~ring. Joseph CffiL~!- · 

er.tiously rfiliillted and divided t.'le sa~e of the 
produce. To f~r pro'.ect the economy from 
individual hoarding, Joseph prohibited the '"'1e 
of governmental fmnine relief to slaves. -Other· 
wise-. one could direct- many: sl~ve:; to purcha...~ 
government gr ... in and runass more than.his, legal 

,. 

cono ist 
(Genfsis 4 I :34) .. nm Ezra c-omr.,!ents that 
Joseph's plan called for the purchase.of twenty 
·pen.:::ent- of aU ar fol! compensat«m. 
Witllin l!us Jose;,!t created neither an 
imbalance aor an injustice in semng the full)• 
owned government storage. 

Such ao interprewloo implies grea,eoonomic 
acumen oo tire part ofJoseplL In modem.tenns, 
he manipulated government fiscal policy in m
der to offset !he boom and bust of !lle business 

·nor Characters in Me 
way foi ~ replacement queen, Esther. Secondly. 
accocliUg-_ro. the Gemara (Megill.rt 1_2b).-!t wa8 · ls dear 
iliedecree Rf{)POsed by ·Memu!chantnai-ensured ffOm._th& narratly-e fiat Heg:ai, tlle keeper of d:.~ 

The Book of Esther• is. unique amon~ the · tlm the man<lfile to kill the Jews dmlng the mooth women, rakes a SP"'.-ciai intereS! in E,incr_ A close 
book.~ of Tanakh;· -'ijle ci}~ters.in ~ story are of Adar was n,o.t. immediately implemented: examirw.Hon of the text., moreover, stSgges1s the 
some qf Ule most asihnilared· Jews one encoun- Acha$hveros-h' s royal decree thar men ·rei-gn-su- con:dusfon that Hegai played a decisive m!e: in 
tel-'S in .Tana.,lro. ·.'fbe story takes place entirely p.reme hltbeir own homes wa<; perceived as oh- the selection of Esther as Achashrcros:h':s next 
within . .a-:foreign.oomt,.-aod.focuse~'not at an on vi,oi.1s by his subjects, SO his omer·was deemed wifo. Wlre.u the king's sen3nts. -$dvocated a 
the tragedy of.8"similatimi, There is• ltigh con- incon~uential and foolish. This set the ,rage be.aoty contest as ilie metood hy =h;c,,n,,,,.,, 
ci;entratl6n of ~rm.4 of Persian origi.n which have fi::,r-fhe·.Jater decre_e again-st the Jews to be simi- ne.vrqueen, ilie stated: 

_lat Esther f 
5 
.#, 

in his ft~sh." h I\ fa<,.<.:ir:.&ting to <*1s-ene that • 
Ham..m bim&eif df"Ji,~ r1<1t s:re,;i.te Ihls idea; rather,, it 
t.1is wife; a rnino-r ~haract~t, :.ugge~t.s the con~ t 

0 
ro!e a~ the in!:>tmi&:nt of Haman's 11.fti~ X 

m;:,te dnwnfaK . _ ; 
On<: of tile :-.ubplot. wh1et:i moM d!stino!y O 

the !heme' (ff imnk twist§ wrtbin the -: 

been pr;,served .in the !ale; not replaced by the larly disregarded a,, fue work of a fool. !t is t.l>e fiml• favor in the eyes of the king be q1J<en in-
~ Hebrew ·tennmol_,Qgy, On-the surfa€e, a,;tyiet:JofMem.ukban,amiriorc~rwithan steadofVa~hti.n ltisintere~'tlngtonotethmthe 3treets of the capita:!, riding the king's home._ ~ 

---~'~""~@~le~•:p:ne~..-.=· :·~to~l>e;i;~asto;l;ry~.oT.f~pa~!a~ee~· !'n~tn~·gu~e::---!n~n!d•:;v~A~l~!!;~··~··~· ::!"~n~a~li;;tv~··~t!i~~"a~t!si~g~ni:!;fi:;:c~an~12!)'.~a~f;;;;;;-;;;!pl!ra=::;s:;~;;;'·"s:;:•:;•;;fru:'.;':;;n:_"-;::""'::!;Qt'JJ~!n;;:.h;;~~e:;-•;;•:;;s.'';,;J!,~·;,;D.QU.l;;,;;!;:;-~, ..... _______.dQtllt;fl.Jn...ille .. _k!Dµ_gar.rr~-1llib....'l!ti.tit_an_r1~L~L-~---

Hiunan ~~&gest\ to the king the D?N: wh,om "I 
the king wishes to honor be led through the 1 

repJetewith.im'ptaUsib!e.cohicidence~ in-1,vhich .;,r&eding him, ~hooting sf'.aii be done tu 
behind. the Sce11es pl~yers wield most of tlle 
power. 

._\~ UrieJ.Siinone point~ oot, the- seco~dary 
characters ill;- ·Jl1ost accounts in Tanalm are not 
well developed and se,ve. oniy to bighlighf or 
contnIBI tfl<:· person•tity .trails of ·,he sole pro
tagonist.: Simotle:.mentions.that Ruth is unUSUa! 
in IDat.--1.t -1»ntai!lS .a. number of main players. 
Against !hls lmc~drop, ;lie iale reiated in the 
Book of_-~r .is atypical, 1t contains a large 
number of nlaln-. cbaracte,rs: a. hero, a heroine, a 
villain~ and.'JlJOOL Even·\A,ith aH these main 
players. however, tire ~-orwruu movement of the 
plot.is~®..tzy tlle_af.1.."0ns_i,;1f Inany_rur~Her 
pklye."', Tlwfi;mner.irreg11!srity should serve to 
obvfato illi! need for ti>e 1"l!er. 

fe;:ts lhe story's oot<:ome. 
1"b.:fi next step toward Esther's ascem.funce to 

tt.e throne Aehllshvcrosh's 

regarrlll1g Achashvciosh' s perception uf E,;d1er. 
The ph.'"'Me is. however, used in connection with 
Hega-i' s opinion of fis:t.!:rer: four.ct 
favor in his eyes:~ 
chose the worrl«n Who pleased Hegai rnther than 
she who oleased himsclf. 

Tnt ~riginaf impetus for Haunar. • s 
Mor<lekhai his 

motivatio:a would remai11 sdf-p.resenration. 
\Vhite Rambam wrote th.at God took away 
Pns.raoh • s abiiit'f to do te.1/wva, Sefo..°1K1 hlsist."-. 

ob-viou:.ly considers: him..elf worthy of the king· s 
tribute; anrl as the aurlience looks on koowiogfy . 

bis OW3 ~J-vice by 
the streets ?s· the nne whom the ~ng wish.~ w 
honor, Thls ocene, which plays a pivotal ro-l.e in 
i.ncreasing Harnan' s wrath and resentment 
against the Jew;,;, could nut have taken piace ff 
~1nrdekhai had not im-ercepte<l tire treasonous 
plot of two .palace ryffid3Js. Ttms. Bigtan and 
Teresh, two neghgibk dignitruic!i of the king. 

the plot dcve:t"opmem 
In order for the story to have a s.ati~fauory 

ending, Haman milSt be puni$he<l by fr-£ sarr.e 
which he wished .to use 

H n-oi fo-1- the int,<ven1in, 

Charvooa, this !'itting rondu:sion might oot have 
been achieved. Chatvona obs.e.v~ at the ap--

its peak, that· Hruxuu'l has a fifty 
cubit ga.!Jows in his {)WU b.aCk_yard. He r~rori:;, 
wooidn't it be a shame oor mu.~ it? Ch:i..-v·m1a'1 

imrer sanctum_ of the <.lJU.rt have: trc-inen<lous re
pen;:uss!ons fm the rose of the kingdom. H t.fle 
criurt ~s a rrris.-:-rocosm, Jhi'.:n everyrhing w~ch 
occurs within Ute court is autt.m:ianccl1y magni
fied in.its imporumt."-i!. To-...,s, the .a..""iious of MX> 

oudary chaf'M:ters, by virtlk! of tlit!ir befog con" 
n-e:t.-"t'OO witb dre court, are ,illnbt.'ted greater s!g~ 
r1.ifi-.:ance th~n the actions of t<ther seconda~ 

11} 

on t,}ie cvntrary, that h-erdeniag bis. ~1 was the 
u-niy way to- bring Ph:anoh L¾e (lppOIT' . .mity for, 

repenta..q,;c_ 

memher "'the mk an nf His. ways are mer
ciful ami just and He will.pur.i~ tr'£ sinrier ~ 
cording to mt sin n:wani the vi.mJ.rm-; ac--



Ki,J,b,.ih llash~m: Jewish.Riligi<>i;s .IJ"111 wrnl •mkfi\ligioosijijmi.\llation, ... li\ 11;sp<>lls<>ctQ 
Q,la,rell.ffe in l'el;;,id !Jw-ingllldloiacaest ,~~lsion of Jews from varioqs l»\Vl1J!, .lie 
l>y Shimon Hub<,mand "/adv,><a!ed oolieding alll:llre religlouslKJ!,l<s and 

/-- · ~-;.ewh culrurnlartkl\'-s-of-hiitarieal-vfifoe 

to ... ·"".'""'. aw.· .•.· by .. wa .. y··. o.f l·m.hee .. 1!.,:,cm/Jl:al.· · .. • .. ~" .. ".•. ·.e· ·.g~o··.·."."'. 1987 (p. 458). This app,,al ~ rea!ize·.most 
deru-ly that Warsaw Jews, while inform"!! m.tm· 

"'"'"'·'"'"''"'· did ooi·ro~eetheirown 
expulsiQn. whlk Rabl)i. Hu~ re. 
~~ted!y de_roon_s_~tes ~ti$ aW~ness Of_tbe 
murderof~in:Auschwi~be~R}S-nev{!f 
10 have realized .that the 0¢rmw plamied lo 
sysremaJically kill all tl)eJews, 

. The aut~'s positi<») as an M~~ ~ 
CM!ril>ul/,stofuebo<Jl<'sinf;ltlllali:"'"''"')lgi<ll!S 
life !IOl f®ll<l lfy !his review~ elsewl)ero, This 
1,'00!riblltio~ ,, twofol<i First, ll,, dlscl!sses ,lo• 
·"""'" ,,f im!~>i!e, prjll'~ /ial,,k/,4; 00~; 



'\l-eahavta okha: - . . . ,. . . 

Mustlove}Vour Nf!igbbor, But Must You like Him? 
Z' 

f 
monds helping bis frieoo in any way possible. 
Maloim dcdves ihis dcl'i>)ition f,001 ilie pasuh 

fjtsi.impressioM, llowev,;t bl;ief, otle,, per, i,~lf; Were ilie Torah IP rO<Juire us to .love our 
mlllWlltly shape <>ur opinions' of th.e people we oeigh!,ors,. th~ co!Uf!l;m4mentwoilld,have been 
rrr.oot,-}la"mXt<?~sucb ~_OOnt,ets,·w~ i~viU\biy formulated _~'.~ealia_~ICf "et .:eakhli'~.; -ou_r-yer~~~ 
~~~- thai_ we_ Hke_-$~1U~ .peripl_e _ fJ:15}_te ~hafl however~· stales _'"veahQ._vta,- lerea,khd'- -_. ·'41 yqt.,r . 
Others, HOV/eve,r un_f~irlhi~_decisir~rnna~ ~~· neighbor." ln_additio~-?moti<_>,rral foVeJf~suaHy 
-we _o~t~ :C~ ixmtrO;l_ our.se_lves_.:_. _Or_can we'! Juxta,~d with. 0 fie/,psht" but;h:Cre-~t is foH-owed 
· It Set'lm•. thm numy Tomi! obligailous do at, · 't,,y "mm,,kha." Thoogh this first school may be 

tempt to ~Ollt~moo91¢ respunses. Mos!' ' philosophically s,iiisfying. eliminatilig emotio.n 
-conspk~.9U_s-;~~~Sl ~bt!.m. hJ: -~: _COitll11~~t from· the ·mitZ:V$- seemi, to ignore the iiteraJ uo
qf '';,~>'."1 /~ye¢r.!w. /rom/Jkha'' (WV, .. 1.9: lS). &,rstanding of the pa,;uk, 
Poes"IQ,Veyourne\ghbor;'' il<!n)aM ~"""1\ional 

~c-<c-~~J>L,~all~~iteJJ!>'!tW .. , cffirsth: Lov• TI!r,i•,gh_ l!m,t,,,lt,Jr 
11\~ly thmugh acti9i,? .· Speci~~•lly, .is. man 
a¢tually .Cl>mttlamioo tO}QVe.hiS .neighbor as 
himself? 

We.:c_jffl_U-~-rstan1: tbii(_mitzya.in tiii:ee l¼ifiic 
ways. Al. one e;<treme, tile fir.t awrpach as
-~um-~s-:mafl-c~ot_- co._~_ -~---f~lmg_s:.· _As a· 
result, !be mltzw, ·cannct .trulke e.motiqnal. dee 
mauds,, "114 <!De fill fills it. solely. through •ctiou. 
_,111~,:'llli.~e. avpr.oac.h __ r~gnjzes .the: i~_t 
difficulty in mandating erooti<Jlls; tills scbool 
(hereforelilllits .• ille. ~pf love.mat oµemust 
{eel fer a,mllier, but dws. n<l!. abolish ·emotion 
altol;!lther, At the oiw:r :extri,me, the tblrd .avc 
pr<)l¥:li.notooly imparts Oil en;<,lional ,:ompooMI 
to~,.Jlutint;,rpre/s !he plmise ''vealial'Ul _ 
/ere,;/d,,,kam¢rha". litcrnlly,i:laimiqg tbJl!,it in, 
deed comm,mds man ,o love his neighbor as.his . 

Members of the. se,;ooo schQOI of thought 
make mo<1¢rate demands on man'sfrelings, an 
umlerstandmg which more closely paraUe!s the 
literal meaning of the pasuk. Rl!mban (Lev. 
!9:l7)believes that the Torain:kx,s·not expect 

supporte<l 
the ,:hapter· 

lakhem hager hagw 
lo kfwwklia ki gerim ittyitem 

- ·~Toe ·stranger who resides 
the same .as tl:1e native 

klvc him 11s !:hyz.elL for 
we._rc ·suanget-.. in.the fo.nd_ of Egypt" {Lev. 
Were we µ> ffl1derst<tnd the- phrase •·w; thysr,-lf· 
aS- a quantifier in<lic&ting how mt1ch- l0ve 011e 
·shmµJ fecl (or the co1wert. Lfte end of the verse 
wpulo·:~_ out of place, 1J1e fact that we too
wer~ ~~rigers_ in Egypt does_ not furthi'.!r explain 
.\y~y_we·shouJd_foye_a,;,:onv~a:sm:_uch_as_ w~!oy~ 

·-oorse~;;;~-H~wev~;. ii we-u~~truld -;:;f;· th-Y~---
s.eit'· to mean "'as_ one who i!i. like yourself,'' the 

.· demand of veahavta lerealdui kamokha is quite 
dear: Jove"the'sttanger wh:o is like yoo_r~f. Since 
you _yoorscl-f were once stranger~, you should 
understand the convert, and therefore love him 

bikitr _Cf!olilrl - visiriil~, the·_sfck, and_ ~ir.hu~n 
a:veJim •comforting motn11ers. t\tthe-~(foftlus 
Hstt. he Condu<leS: ·~Althoug_h: al! thes.e 'com
friat1dment.s_-au,; from the Rabbis~ they· are mui-ar 
die, C:ate-,&-qry _¢,_ · v-eahavta .tereakha kamak}l.a.' 
AH th:,e things that yo_u want others to dv fof you. 
you sl!ou!d perform for " Thi, 
fornlnl.ltiofi·_ seems to 
goiden:i"-ule. - Seeinu ttiis- source in 
~rifo1is wOuid ce~k;inty !r-a<l one to the condu· 

Ramb.:un undersrnilds "'loi.-'e your 

Iii 
' .,. 

w,·,rd:s, 'Thou ::.hail fove th:i ,;t:ighbor as !hy:§t:ff. •• , ~ 
Here Ramhlim R.tern~ !JJ :aivocate the .literal in° "' 

, hhn in the third ~d·ni(Jl i 
define½ mitz·,,..(l as conmrundi!Ht th?t 

man err1ulioriaH y low fm. Pi·other_ ?.S eqµ.aL 
Rab-hi Norman Lamr,1 ex.plmn.:; __ ·'Maimf.-tndec:. .... ; 

hnids tl-iat :;;i~%:i;:~~~, ;:t~7t:~:~:::::~- ' 

a~ w.e Jove ourselves."' In other ,r,ord:,;. 

This forn:nii~i:.km ndses the difficulty sug
gested in t..he introduction: Can we _po~bly kwe 
evt;ry pe.rsun a:\i uur equa1? WOOitl rt nor tuake 

fu<lefines the reach of u'lls-comrrum.d-lii-lenii.._- of 
'whom we are requir~ to love: ''[Lnve him] if 
tby neighbor kgrnxt" Rasbbam, '"but if 



Yet w the r~. ~pn·s e'\--Onmnic sensi
, Nfay seems h1t .. ·tmgruoos with his. £hepherd/slave 

His wp!d advar14.:ement 'a..rid im-
rei--ognitio"n in Pharaoh's court 

number of intriguing q~estkm&, When 
Sf;ph, a young SemiL\; s..'leph.errl., develop the 
sophistit.cated eronomk:- proficiency wh..ich helped 

him assume !he fwJIDcial leadership of Egypt? 
\l/h.ai waH:h,;; exlk.-"t ~oatu.re f:.f his seven yew-pfan? 
11 wh~t si:tt~ifu' m.mrier did Jv:reph distinguish 
himsdf a."- :t qualified- e..."DwJmist a.mi fln:andal 

-- ~«rf-,_ ---
During the y-c~ cf pkmy,, Joseph et..hlbiteJ 

shrewd «mWlniC insight by hhpooir-.g a 20% tax 

on agricuiturai. produce. 
tavingr he ~red the srahiHty 
nomic structlm!. 'Vflthoot sueh a tcvy, 'lfie super 

·~--~ --- __ , __ ~ atrun:JaIRt woutd havt~eda neurenrlocs 
tos:& in pmducti.-vlty ilile M sharp increase in 
idleness. and vi~~t· (A.. Levh¾':; Tr-~tion 25:2). 

he 
thtirgmhl 

Still. w!ren Ille ye,;rs of f.>irune fiMlly arrive.I, 
dw fUJ.nood Egyptians petitioned their l~ader. 
"Aod when a!i too lam! of EllJll)l wai,•.fnmlshed, 

critd·to Pbaracll. for·brend" (4J :55}. 
Josep,h 

·st 
{Genesis Iba Ezra Gomments that 
Jos,,p!i's plan the purchase of twenty 

· pem,nl of all prQ<luc• •• 1\1!! 
Within !his 

our commen"-'Wrs 11,,ve won<lw,d how Joseph, 
the stranger amt s!ave,,.,dare,/ tu proffer advice, 
unr<tqueste~·, to !'h~raoh King . of Egypr>" 
(Stllilies in Eereisllil). 

She ,mllinesilte'el<'p!anatlon•of Ran1ban and 
nwned gnverume.rtt storage, Atn:3vfillel_,' Ihuh_b3n prem!ntS a radic~ under~ 

Such ail interpreiationim¢ies greate-eooomi~ st~~?n:g. of ·th~, re.levant _O_ibtkal_. ~~_ss:ages: 
acumen ort the !"'rt of ,oseph. ln ru<>dern terms, "Jlli;:pb'~,.ill>nwas prompted l>y loo sigh! of the 
lie manij/1,ll•!ed government fisc•tpolicy ln or· kiui cows devouring the .fol o~ S)lmboliz)ng 

<!er to offset !he boom am:! bust of the business lltJ<!tllefmt!ll!e Y"""" WOO!d<atc,!itlle !)lenl)'. On 
cycle. Hy purc!tosing twenl)I percent of al! pro· die basis·ohllis, 1w a<!visedi'l!liralib ro have all 
dµre, Joseph.~·~ CO!lli~mp!ion l'i"""•t- Ute food of the .Y""" of plenty stored fornse in 
ages and price t;;v.,ls, Similarly; during. tlie ·. ilie7'limiliei~i00:trwa.nottiii< own advice. 

scribing Joseph's action. While here in!e,preted fun1ine years, Joseph once again ensured st:1ble Had lliey c~ l!iln to aiJvi;!e·dle king? 
as "and he sold," a morn precise translation marl<etsbyexpatidingsupply. . ltwasmere!yponandparoilof~dream'sin· 
suggests "am! he divided" or "and he broke up:• However, even assuming that Joseph imple- rerp,etalioo." Tnus,.accooling IO Ralnban, Jo. 
Rabbi Samson Rapllael Hirsd,expfains. based meilredfurcedsavingwilhoo!j!ISIOOmpt,nSllliM seph displayed no personal '"'"n<>mic.know!· 

.on the above peculiarity. that Joseph carefully and cha,ged for the n,dis!riliu!ion, Joseph si:ill edge; he simpl)'illl<,preted !he d....,am. 
supervised the Mlis!ribuu"rrof the public stor;,,;. actedwls,eJy aoo fairly, By pricing government· Profosll-Or Leibowitz, however, rejects 
In order to prevent racketeering~ Joseph-c.onsci- siorage. Joseph· chose· the most·-i!ffective and Ramban>s. M'P~_h:_ ... The_ Wotdjn-&·. of the text 
entiousiy rationed aoo divided the sale oftbe effic.ienr. method of allocation. Rabbi' l'1Jrsd1 and_content_Of~adviet,wouhlseetntopreclude 
prod"'""· To ftlfllM:r protect .the economy from explains that by cllarging money Joseph pre- such an interpr<:taliooc Josepn'i 'Nowtlrerefore 
individual hoaroing, Joseph prohibited !he sale vented poJ>Ul•r consumption from becoming lei ~ looli•f(it!{O,,.JL 4I ,J.3} il)dioat<,s !lie 
of governmental famine relief to slaves, -Oiher· "extravagant in wasle." lk . Leme rondu<ies: oogmr&11g•of a new,Jl1eme .,. Tu oo,,s not at all 
wise, one could direct many sl2ves to purchase "Certainly. re1ro,;peclive focus ."" a particular ,;ottilll lil;.,;the O(mri!llnl!ion of his inlero<e!ation 
government grain arul amass mon, than l>Js legal oompo!IO!lt of.Josepn·s policies.cooldeasily.~ <#, Ille dnia•!k!IS '1JI eipl-twn of ,· hilllerto 
ration. ancml,ittered""!'!ii>0011y!lw,enunilous!llltiooal llll<lecipl\en:,i~.w 

Ironically, tbe,£seemmgly ·so,md ,;cooomic . debi owoo fu Josepli!liiil iii~teaa·!UiiiffiiHanlei-~~lie"~~;~ inte,pretv 
po!ici"' ultimately mv«I to •'1TIIDS" the Egyp· iind fix !>!ante for hi.• own per,;onru milifmilme tioo: ~lidl!i""W'"'J>r""'plildfrom 1>eg;nrung 
tian populace from Joseph, Wll•t poosiblo.jus· on Jo,;opb~ (Levfoe: Tradili<JI\ 25:2), · Nooetbe, to .,.,,; by tlle Hi>lirS['iri1, Tile ~ cannot 
tification could ony. Egypti"". have f<>r being:_ _less, Josoph'.iplan,e~)lte;i tile mos; benef1c · · 1c.,,,p l)acli:M' proph<>cy ~ ~r u~burden 
dissatisfied wim hin,? Dr. LeviJJ<> ""plains.lhat ciill and sensitiv,. solu!ioo: io llgypt's r.uliehl!J.! ~If,"A<C~IJ!J<>:t.im,vl!!"'I; I<>$ei?b'.s ad· 
---~-,nigl11~woo~"' .~'--'····~-:•· ~"1,,.,.'c"'11.~~~ 

shifted focus to melr landle>s 9t;ltt "'l.'lblam¢ . . Still, tile initiill, nagging q~s remain: dre>im,butfflmt~~<li'Vi.l!e~o;., This 
this eoodilioo •mJoseph ... !lleargulllen! f<>l'!lW!!l · ,wllolt and fi<,w did JOS<;!>~ .deve!<,p ms refined .. , explain~wnyJp~~ll'1}'hlv~God' s 
bl.me could ron asfollowi,: "Since the foodstuff btisi-~-r l'e~l!e never md;.?I'erl>apSt ~: h)tli$ ~"~witlll'lioi'oohv JO!ieph 

an.I cc,n,umptien talaru::e of Egypt: also inthepnhlicgtl!llllriesreprese,nspriv'.'1"savings. Jo,ep!>'spredklionotloos..lll~gperiooi ~tlte,:o,ir!bf!iisreli811reiooilllt!dn6oo. 
ventured to orumre !he p,,-ycho!ogico! welfare of why were we m>de '" <'Jtllallst Olir,m.,,.,y,.£<\ll of~ and dr®ghi ~f,ijo,su\rtllilg Silnllatfy, J~:s.-.OOfilic.platm.iNtnHlrmly 
!l>e m1.'ion, 1moog,'rout u,e tliff;ctllt raJ<alioo "'1d oor cattle and mm our.limd;ovcr t<Ytlie Siate, al! news lo tl>e E~ ~ .The,Yll!ld already foo!\ded ondivi~propll<:cy, 

The Book of Esther ls u1Jique amon~ !he , 
bo<1i<sof'Fanakh, !lm. cll!'r""WES·in Ou, story ate 
some· Qf the·mos.t assimilated Jews one enro1m
ters ln Tanakh. ·The story takes place entirely 
within a foreign cOwt~_..and fucuses,nt)t a.tall on 
ihe ll'agedy of as.similation. There js a high ciin· 
centr~on 1f-terms. of Persian origin which have 
been preserved.in Ille tale; not replaced by the 
"!ll'foprn!!e Hebrew ierminoiogy. On the smfo,;e; 

the tale "WI'""' to be a storv of i,a!ace intrigue 
replete wi,ll> implausible coiru:idences; in which 
behin<l !he. scenes pfay~rs wield most of the 
power. · 

As Uriel $imm,e points 0111, the se,;ondary 
characters in most accounts- ih--Tanakh are not 
well- deVeloped- and serve on]} to highlight or 
contrast the personality _traits of_ 'the sole pro
tagonist. SiIDOne.mentions that Ruth is unusual 
in !Pat it contai~S a number of main players. 
Again% tbiS backdrop, the tale related in ilie 
Book o!'. .Esther .is· stypi<:al. It con!ains a large 
number of"~aili~har,lcters: a-he~ a ,heroine. a 
vi!Jain, and • J1><>t Even with all these main 
players. howev~. the'fo!Vlard movement-of the 

. .p!o~.by llie.ru:tiono of many s.mallm: 
p!ayeti, Tiw former irregularity shoo!d serve m 
obviate me need for the" latter. 

ln E!llller. ille maln characteTSare sufficiently 
rmmerous. to have their inter-.;t.ctions ·with One_ 

·1·. e11 
inor Characters in 

e s s: 
,: 

i 
< 
;I» 

I . 
egillat Esther! 

~ 
way_fof_? fepi~~mefit queen; Esther', Seoondly_~ m~chi,1ation,; the in hi'.> flesh." H fau:iruting t.0 tfJ&,jr,,.e Hmt : 
according to the Gemafa (Meg!ila l2b), "it Wt{s · .. a• ....... ,,. H ifj dear Hmnan himB;;!f dne~ not Ge.are this idea: culters B 
t~·decree.~posed by Mernukhan that enSured Hegai, the keeper uf the ~is wtfo: a m?nnr ch.am.ct.er, imgge;i.-,; th~ c:on-- ~ 
thatthe'«ui!lda!e·tokmtheJew~dmtngtbe-month wo~. tak~aspeciai interest in Est.¾ei. A dose whkh later play."-~ ,;ig- ,S 
of Attar was not lmmedia{cly iril_pleine'nte-d. examination ciftlie te~t.. the rote in the irMrumem ~,f Haman's. ~ 
Achashverosh's royal decree that nwnreigJr.su~ conc!nsion that Hegai played a rde in 111,w:~-o,,wnfa!L a 

pl'erne. in tlJeirown-fwmes was perceived a..'i ~ the selectioo of Estlre:r a;; ,f--,.cha;;hverotdfs next Or.e of r/-::..e subplots wh1di m~_15t disthKdy 8 
vious: by his subjects ... '.'$0 his o-r<ler)1viis deetfled wife, When the king's serv3:,u.:; ¢dvocated 3 t:P...e foeme'of im»k rwl:m; w!th~n t.~ ...&-

incon~uentia1 and.foolish. This wt the stage beauty contest. as the method hy wbich to pick a ,.., •. ,,.,~,.-.. • 

~or the~ later deer~ against the Jews to be sinU~ rte.w queen, the s.tared: "And let the maiden who f-fam:m ~u---:ggests to the king that the one l 
l~I~_ ~s~gan:kx! as the w?rk of a foot-lt ~~-t~ finds fav~ in ~~~ e~e~ o~ fhe,ktng be qut'.en l_n-- the kbg widte~ to honor be kd ·ihrrn1gh_ the J 
00-~1c-e_~f~mukrum,ammord1aract~~1th~ steadof_Vashtt._ Itrnmterestmgt(Hioteiliat_,me streets of the ca.pita!, ri1.:HrHr the Kinifs hoi$C ~ 
nndevefuped 1~rmiJfili.t.x.:.Jhst:_.$~L~:Jilie:.fuund...fav . .ntin.Jti.S~~'.J.iin!lt.used______:_____QQ!h~5Un.:..tlIB_.kieyj _g~wifil.1'IL e"-;&Qt~- ______ _ 

preeeding him, $houring "thus shaU b,-~ done to 

the man Whom tlle kimr wishes ro honor, """1--Ianu.n 
obvious!y considers h~self wc-rt..hy uf the hlng' s 
tribute; and as the atu:Hence looks on krK.1cwingly, 
the overconfident vizier his own as-

his own advice by !eadh1g 

the strrets as·the one whom th.e ~lng wishe~; tu 
honor. This scene< which pfays a p~vo-tai role in 
increasing .Haman's wrath and res.entme-IH 
a,gah-1:st the j,ews., cooid not have taken p!ai...:e if 

Mordekha:i h&i not intercepied the ITe~SUOO"JS 

pfot of two .palace officials. Thus. Bigtan and 
T eresh, two neglig.iMe of H~ !ting, 

~,"•e:c,pm,ent t.')V.'.llfd its finale.. 

··------ •~~.i~!Ull..the~.-~=·-~-"'-==~·"'-"'-==-===,.,,.,.-=---,.,.,.,,,.,...,.,,...._.,....,.,,.,,,.._,.,.,,..1 
They.~ ~tly well d;>finedchan!cters focts tlte story's outcome, reg1mii.~g Achashverosh' s perception of Esther. 

order for the ::,1:ory iO have a satfa.f,actory 

ern::fing, Haman must t-.e punished by the s:arrFt 
rnethod whidi he wished rn use 

to CO~St·: 0~ bala,~e-. One·:aoomer 'f4e next ~1} toward Esther" & ascend.mce ID The phr-.ase is, t'-,owever~ used in cormectiou with 
courne ','flllll ~· 11is f;!Jus dolil>!y the throne Acih01!•tm,i,,,h' s lll!ger Hegai' s opinion cf &the,: ·'And the girl found 
find a_· larg:~ -. ~her 'Of' se:Conttary deposal. The favor jn his eyl!s,,.., It ahnosi seew.s as ff the kh1g 
pl~yl,>!f a primary mle in ilie .pl1>I deyelol)lt1ent: servant, of Ille chose me woman who pleased Hegai rather than 
Cllaract!,,-. aoollt whom the reader k!l<>ws OOIII, king, advise Adi;;sh"llrosl! to qnplemem a ru,. she who pl~ himself, 
ing-~at:cri_iical-mo.ments fa_~·story~Si!Y--fi tionWiiie,.searcb for the beautifUlwomea of his Yne original impetus for Haman'~ anger distribuoon """"'""' Joo,ph displayed " high 10 o!>wn wimt is in ""Y case~.entitle!llent?" accl,~ll!e!ns<llvesrotll!,qclical:~of .·. The.~oow i~oM ilecl/.ltl mlmmize 

.<l<gltt of .,,,.,,avity to the impact of bis poiicies:h' ,s7'l(A-..tte:evivmeine::"1Ilr.radi!laaii!l<oo~2:I~ .. ~:2!J)c-.-~.----. 7!11e!Ie.· li'iinm:~·iolllld01.niitltS,1pep,. ei,iilloods!7ooifci. W:t. va. wwn!l11r,ain,lrlohdle""'1!ll:r>""»cc-J!l>el>.e-~ffl>!l<l"'.ij,. o.·'l)off .J!I!liii.tt~. i:,li,i>I. i,,•,.,..T>fl"'e!. ~Wil!ffl!O .. l-. •"'-°"· "'.ai'>OOJmll«:e,c,;iJlaegeo----
cm the people: ··A,..i he g,nl,ered up all the food Joseph tful, in fact, scll Ille goveni.l!ient stores, lion •. It ..,.ms-iogicru lfl"! they would .ai-ily m,ity; Howev;;r, ~ siiitc~~ iii l~l """ 

__ -';f~'"W~W~llrilsc;.~.c'w"rn,,.'clJ,o.':'Me,·c,v.,,.e.:,,'a..;,ll1°"""1e,e. ,,,·,,,ll<lo=U:,,S:,miP3=.·c,Pe_l:::<>ll,,_..:kinc;':,go,dom=c,•.=frc:o~m~a'.'.m~o'.'.ng~st,:W'.,'.h~om~he~w:'.i;'.ll:C:s<,kc~· :::_·t::h:::is_.agairu,I M&dekhai and his people stem from 
the <>Utcoll!~, an<l t~en dis•ppea,, never to be nextquoon. ThialsabigWyunorthodo:une!hod ·Mordel:lJai'srefusaltobowdowntoHa.-nai,. As 

c.ommem ensures: that Han:w:n receive-.:,_ his just 
demise, and hangs on the ve!)I gallows wbich he 

wished a, use for Motdekha.L A .rev{ff'!Ud .of the 
c, , <lf me ,even y,m, w~kh wore in i!Je !lilld 001 this. doe,, !JO! preclude a vial)!e dofeme for hnve.do~oped s;ij,liistieaw:lllgtj¢u!Ma1 ~· oommemat~ ~allows for fflltinm,d' re~ 

_;,; •. poheie.. !n-D, . .Le,i87's =~ario,!lw ~D®10$i<11tcl<>@!!l~:m,ri~ gf t!rou~. ~ .· . .fmJ""'-,'"l)h.'cai, llii ~ic!'laru,.,.., 4ceor<ling · 
which wtlS ,-.,,md aoout every d<y. F,gypti,ms' griev-=eji: lia.'\td 00 ll>• im!Jalan<:e likely; after ~g the S!""'ific cbara<tir of 10 'fl!IT<llll ~l~J~'• ~~~miiifes-fo 

mW h<,op w?illin ll" {Gen, 4 l :4&}, Rllllbi Samson llctwet:• fotc,d saving v,:rstis pnrcha..<ed:con, the up,ooimr,g,f~yearcycle,, Jooepl,. merely Polipl'Jl!"'S 11_. ~llli,Jli\lllyinvolvedlhl; f,, 
Rsphae! liim:h <>p!aire !hoi by enforcing 1c'. ,ump!ion. This as.wmes· !hat Joseph. forcibly su"esiett, by Wl!.Y of ~Ol)t.'1U>ioo, .!Mt i'hmoo tWlciill led~ iU1<1 ~~8: It is unclear 
c.tli,ed-.rammha.~ ,:enmdiie<l ··S!orage, Joseph ml leered the one-fiffi> tithe. Y..i tlje teit<loes oow lln!'lemeoi tl!e ~ and proven fiscal wh•t pn,mpr,,d•tbe'F"'li\lin t1f~t ~ as 
ili,p<elloo any ootioi1S of gov<nmli,m profit!"'r· oornecessi!ate =ha condusitm. When ootlfu- poli~, · . . . . . • • .. . ·. . . the equivale!lt of the modeyn da1 a<J1IDt1fant. 
ing fi<,m tlie colk>..:wd produce. The con.,1>icu· ing b.is plan, Jooeph says: ·a. .. 011d let hil!I Ojll'Oinl Barring !his e,q)!.,,ll!ioo; h<:,wever, !!le source Perhaps Onkelos' moovation opili,'ll!ieil ftmn the 
oo,, i0<:al presence d !be gmiarie., assured !lie · officers "'"' me land, atld coi!el,! lbe:f,ftlqmt ofloseplt~ genius remilins .otl enign,,r, Prote,,- · · 
people ·of the gov~nc s· intention w return of the land0f Egrpt in the seven-,·eais of 'pienty* sor Nebama.l.,eth0Witt-pohlts OOHhat *~any of 

_...L 

· lieal'tl.~·~, bywl!ich!o ~a spouse for ahead ofs1ate, the indd<ntis,e!ared, howev,,, it is'""""'""'"' 
T!!ef~:'j,ltll twisfC\>mt:S wiili Va,;llti's re· GellUlll!y. such marriages are rur<llJged wi!h 11'.e of t!w king sitting in the king's gate who ""' 

· :fu"1!l1<,~wilhAicllm;hverosh'srequet1tt<) progenyofnciglioorlngru!<!s.ondactospolili<>u no.lice Motdekhru. ''.• none~, pliance wit!! the 
co""" IJefon, !he Iring, and tlleafiermath.of that alliances: Alternatively, the monarch Cil!l marry king's order, They bring the matter to !fatnan 's 
rw.,...I, ·Me~· .who ls Ille li>west flll)king • ru,milx:r of an !>ligned !>ranch of toyalry, attention: lt is only alter H is appnS<d by 
of.i!Ji; seven il,lvisors ~Ac!uis!JVemsh (accord· ther<l~Y col1S,>ljdaling his eJ<istir,g power. · Had olhers of Mordekhai 's behavior that be heoomes 
~g lo tile Miilr~h), advises: !IJ.at V11Sf1ti be de· this been Ille criterion for Acbashverosh', new , iocensed and resolves to destroy Mordeklrni 
po!led, ./iW !llilritoromimruds !!j,it ad,,l,f!le be sent qliee!I, however; Esther" w1m!d 001 have been along wltb his entire nation. 
lli,:,,ughi)Ut ~ll Ille p.oyin,ces <'.If the kingdom oonsi!l,:red as a contender f<l< the p;,sitiott .. ll is Haman's anger is not assuaged oven with an. 
appr)sing !hel<t~g' s su~~ ()f !he inci<lent, in only Ille str.mgeadvioo prollw:;} by oome y®ng in.vi\alion to an exclusive banquet with 
order tolmllure, ilii,i .tll!Ch inan IJe.1'<lCOgmzed •• seiwonts wru.ch a)Jows.Esiller ro be<ome • player, and Achashverosh, Haman's rage stilt 
me, ,µlei, of Ills !J\Vli hmm,, . , albeit an unwillmg one, in ibe fflll'Ch. for a qu...,, every time that Mo,-dek,iai refuses to pmsll'ate 

J\L*l'.IIUkll/jn'sadvicebastwo.fat~llillgefc · Toe~o(tl~~ofEs!11;,rknowsfrorn himself. Haman's wifo, 2'£resh, suggests that 
f~·i:eto!l'di•~.!heoonli11uatio!',,ofrJ,eplonle· !l)e.st,,rt,byvi;iueoftlle~'sti!re,!ha!Es!ber Haman build gallows on which"' h•ng 
veT'1i'Jlltl!!I: · 'f'irst; V:~'s .relljl\vaf deiUl>tl!e will oo.sel«:led .'IS !he rep!~! <!!l""O, Too Mordekliai, in imler 10 rid himself of 1hi< "thorn 

,-, . 

an1d,:e!JJ0•! of C<i!itrinoo lie may him,. Siru:e 
•g.i,,., B?nei YismeJ inc!~ · 

muioo arid .otl!er slns ~iW!C"s«il.w.punish, 
ment tliere CQ!lltl Ile oo teshuva to revfflleihis 
foto. 

'fa-~ ideas are eJibora&ed 
upon by !!aroban, that tho verse< do· 
"'1ibiligu,efm;i live.pl~ ;tale lilllti'llar~·, · 

My strength am! to tel! 
!ruuf' (ljxodus 9: 16). 

Iu the Sefu Ha'ikatim (4:25), Rav Yo5,ef 1 

~A!tx1 adds a twisl to this expianatioo. H~ wrltes 
that sometimes ru; evH man 1·epe-nts in 
of bis punis.bment, as Pharaoh' did 

"l have sinned; God is Justi!led" (Exooos 
Feeling trult soi:h repemanee is not baSed 

on free· will hut,-is thrust upon the sinner: tlre 
Jka.nm posits that Goo curu,;hlered it net,~aty 

to.harden ~aoh's heart w insure rhat he tt-.:ink 
the plague _occi.ured by Cha.net! rather than 
through Providence. On!y m,,re this transpi.red 
was Pharaoh oo longer forc.e.d tn ills 4,-_,,1ions. but 
could instead ''choose.his own piuh."' Contra
dictingltambinn. then. this expfarra.tiou suggests 
_$at, -ffi:'Fi~~ly, by Mrd_e~ipg Ph_~aoh'_& hea:n 
God returned to th.i:s sinner his free wilt 

Sefomo expiaips SimilarJy, bm inserts a fi:mli 
twist whfoh. in effect, rev~i P<li!!l!lam'!i view 
concerning Pharaoh and fii,:shurn. He a&serts that 
God ru::rua!~y w_a.med Phar;!:O~ to repent wirh a 
sincere teshuva, As Ra.mb-an s.l.lid, withom GOO's 
inten<entimi~ Phara.Oh wouJd certairuy have ;fi~ 
B'nei Yismel as a re~u}t (if the unbearnble 
~gues. Seforno adds. that a!d~-OUf,h e;uch an act 
would be prompred pru-tia.liy b-y sow~ recognifiori 
of God's "'Greatness ar.d GoodlteSs,"' 'its u!rinmte 
tr':iodvatiou would remain sdf.r,rn,ervati,on 

White Rambam· wrote that took away 
Pharaoh' g ~bmry to do t~shuva, Sefo;:oo irisisti 

inti'ig-oc is such tttat r.ma.U trernors; within Ule 
hmer sru,.ctum of !he court have ttemer1tk""#JS re· 
pefCus.sions tor the rest of the kingdom. ff the 
court is a microcosm, then everyt..~ing which 
OCC-Urri within !he court is auton1aHcaIIy m;S.gn!
fied in its lmport.aoce. Tkus., i.M actions of sec
ondary characters. by virtue -M the.fr being ct.1n
~ted with the court. are att:fihuied greater sig
nifkance than the action." of o&-er secondary 

• Ctmlmaed "'' l'ag• W 

on the ccm.trary, that har~ning hi':- heil.r! \Vas the 
, rnlly way to bring Pha.'"'Soh the op-pt""tru:mity fur: 

hardening Pharaoh's heart involve important 
theo-fogica! and philosophical principles wit!"? 

wi:sdon"J'' to such a great exttmt but 3h\~J1d n:·
member '1ht: rule that a.Ii of His W3J5 are mer
cifuJ -aild _jusJ, and He wiii.puriish the sinner ite· 

,:.ori;llug w the- sin 
cording to the merit" Pe:rakim 8.). 





--in Good Tastet 
.·· .. ,w\ ,,:~fpr'lliee,nitivo,.he~to : {W:26): ~ildonJJ-11 it ~-or;i£1 ·· · · · :e~be~=-~s 

Wblcli DINIUlie.e811 be A1wldl it1., .... il ..,., . : 
~ iltffl8riofllle law diit .. ibililld be. aadmlt.· \lfllillt·.· '. ·. 'daaiail.·.· • Heches.· 'dampleil· ofllillfe~,for'whidlno~canlJe. 
found"'a!l ~SilCrifii;ilil laws~ ooe · ' 
aniJlial Of .... Malninides-to adopl ... 
a:~ of dlidying • rationality of Cffl8ill I 
_.,..,..Dtllls,revediilgtotbeve,y~he • 
allaeud.'. .. . 
-Arlll!lr~ in*,\~On ~· I 

~dLaw,"pojals outdlis;seeming ., ·. 
~ g,appleswilb ii. andO!llqes,widr • 

~~~;.....~;.....~...,""'I . a'i;i!~std \'kw .. Iii~ to aitdersiand · 
, ~~. bcRfm to 3 ~ pliilo- _ 

tojlllicconc:eptlaiowni!iQrisliad~ 
a& tbepn,bli!m of~- Ass. .. Itdcveklp& 
a pbilosopllically objective siluaiion where a 
hugry animal .finds bucbls of food OIi its left 
·and pg111.. 'i'he bocw·.11e·~ rrom tbe 
anlmal's_f!eail.JJO brotteeairies die fo!,d's scent· 
moo: powirfillly to tbe 8IIUQll's noou:ils, andtbe 
animal has no tendency.to move inape,ticular
directioo. Jn. short, nio' IUIOD exisls to induce 
tbe animattoeatfromap,illicularbocltet. Woold·· 
· such an· aniJlial.starve due to indocision7 · No; 
rather, tbe ,unmal; faced with DO ratjonal ,
to make a particular choic:e, would make an ar-
bi · di!cision. · · 

Relalingtotbebuman condition, dlis;;-,.-conc:epl------

· awilt, iiiiiip..~n~ve of~. &enetai opinions 
. oftlie sage&,· As e\l'~ he points OUI that 
~ if.llii&. wm, i.nfact, !'epresentative of a 
IIIIIP'ilY·opinion, these laws still remain. ex
j>lai~* as· stenuniq .from concern for an 
~~CQlll{<!rt,evenin4eath. · . 
~ iii ·hardly COlllellt wiib merely 

·· ..• ~~"'~~purpose. Ra!her,be..at
~~dlispurpose in individwil 

;8. . la~ •. ~· laws lend tl)emselves to. ,.;anal 
-~~®~.fall!U .. under.1be rubric of 

-!11e , .. ~ ~suchexplicaliOIISWMDOl 
.!*C . ,~~llYtf~; in sudlcases Ml!lmorudes uses 

. • ~j.llsta,111 ~accoinpli.sh Ills purpose. He --~~--~fromabhonence .ot.~~•nres. ~garding 
-~he~dlel!lasa~to 
·an~entmeni.liiy ioflile~·bytbe sur
~culi:utti(Phifosophi~• of Judaism. J, 

.· • '. <lonillanp .. llli). . . 

Y~.de$pile -~~to ratio
_nalil)', M!u~ sti!,,ns. to ;veer from l!js es
tab~mtbetinal pasaaaeofn,,e Ouide . 

- tbe plausibility of decisions devoid of 
motivating factors. TIM! problem ditlCUSSeS 
wbelber human acts can be arbitrltly or IIIIISI al-

be . ,__ H llllinlains that 
~believes tbatbodl-poasible, and 
dial'tbe same point bolds true for God. arguing 

· that God also is capable of bod! ralional and .,._ 
biltary cboices. 

Hyman cites·~ discussion in G11azali • s 
Taluefut al-Fallisifah to e~plain Maimonides' 
ralionale: In contrast.to tbe Ari8'0fdian, Ghazali 
believed that man can be in a position to choose 

. V y . 
make achoice. No ,eason exists arid an arbitrary 
decision i.s reached. 

W! can undersland Maimonides.in this light 
He writes: "When you ask why a lamb should 
be pmcribtd and nor a ram, the ~ question 
could. have been;ask\id if a ram.had been pre
scribed" (The Guide m:26). Indicating that no 
reason_ for a ·preference. exists, Maimonides .,.: 
gues that even God. niust make· an arbilrary 
cboiee, God commands laws ·wilhjn a context 
,;r <livine wisdom, bill in situations in which only 

,anarbittaey·decisionC811 be made, even GodC811 
.• a ~skin independent of sf)OCific ra!W' 
nal~ i1'1it11, Maimonides'. position can be 1111• 
deisroc,d. as consistent with his basic thesis. 

. . .. · .~b~Series 
For lUE'l"S shii:len.ts -and rabbinic alumni 

. Monday, Apl'il 8, 1991, Punt Hall, Room 535 
.. ·-----··· ... , ·7:30-JO:UlrPJ\f. • 

·. Rabbi YOll8/ Blau and RabbtJ•pl, ·ortmblatt 
.Jatennarried -phis: RldatlODSbipi with illtarmarrleds ill family and synagogue 

· ·· · · llllttlnp. Dealuig with a spouse who has a~- halakhlc giyur. 

Wednesday, May 8, 1991, .f'l!nt tfall, Room 535 •' 
7:S0-10:QO.P.M; 

Bobbi Mordedlai Willig 
Kiball·,,vve' .... Ullder strelsful ainditl11ns; Coping 

with illderlJ; inftrm anddystimclional parents; Meeting 
olilip1iou·to geographically removed and. non-ebservant parents . 
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·. . I 
Heurt 

. ~ji~lp1s tlie 11Je!aphoric lesson. of ·m spee<t; ljS if~ lo break die tiriJe banict 01 
1111:.tbat1;_~~Wt-~~~ alld c;onnect. wilh its --1 BOll!U.·· Within the = 

,,_...., ""'""'"· bocfy,thecloRstthenqeif/imayc.lll!Miioitsgoal' ~ ·· .i."'the ftarneWOll<111 wllic'1 they exmt. of infinite speed and eternidiJy relies on the • 
..•... ~!!lei!iellltion ofm/lzvot.thlm'iyot.irllO ~ofmitzvotwithurn!III, alacrity. r 
:, his.re~:~. Amllam ililroduc:ed a The problem for the Avot, then, WIii to coo--. 

.. ll4'\¥ di~ to tbe:ielalionship between the vey the system of mltzvot with urivlt 1o the. 
· 1,od)'iuid ~ 'l(ltd . .jn their quesl for spirilual de- masses, who would not pursue this path vofun. r 
Ii~· While the bocly pasae& pver its -Op- tarily. Galut Mituayim formed the b,sb for the .... 
~ityfot'-,iritua!expression.tbeetemalsoul S<?lution. When Pharaoh had con,plelely en- ,.. 
:~;fiirv~ ~ would bring the lieshama slaved the Hebrew nation. not only the people's • 
M~tharidleeleilalionofitsphysieal souls, bul even their ow. n l.ogic cried. out for' 

: "co~"djtoijiJI actions in harmony with the fmldoin. lbe libeny10cboose~ a llalio!lal 
·. Woda'sffl¥i1Kf scl!eme. Otherwise, it remains a imperative. At this point. they would lab any 
·: •laY.l'to·~ materj~ emironment; even time path to freedom offered, l1l' questions asked. ::: 
~ its fteedom, Tbus.they llC(:epted the life !>fTor.tb bechipawn. 

,ihv---hllllSti-.-llv'f ···,~·:-·-- . ' 
R.av Hutner q- theMekhilta to show that 

this emoti~· haste, in conjunction with physi
cal speed. forms an integral pan. of the perfor
mance of mm.vot: "Ushmanem et hamatwt.' 

:milcKan she'em mochmltzjn et hamifzvof' (Ex. 
12: 17). Cbazal make a play on the words in the 
verse, replacing the adino~ition ROI to allow 
fermentation of the matz.ot with an admonition 
referring to a lack of alacrity in mm,vot. lbe 
Mekhiftacootinues: "mitzvokhaba 'a /eyadklia al 
1achmitzena" - don't hesitate to perform a 
muzva.that comes into your hands. Rav H
explainJ thaturizut does not enhance the milzi,a; -

oe"Jrlk-----'-t--:ratber==· i~t~i•~intnc-.--.ns=k to the prop,;t performance 
o ·wuizva. ust as the'Iennemed matzo be-
comes chametz alld thereby unfit for consump
tion. a muzva spoils when one delays its.fulfiU
t®!!t..Agaj!t; !)le_closest_ephemeral simulation 
to etemi is s . Therefore..,_!!)_ satisfy the ·--
immortal, desperate,-1, its mo,tal caretaker· 
would also oeed._to recognjze the eternal char
acter of !hi, mitzyot, and fulfill them accordingly. 

Pesach, then. when the Jews accepted the 
Tor.th "bisht, 'at chipazon," m-'<s the time of the 
year when Jewish souls yearn for their etemality. 
straio to break the physical barriers of time alld 
space. and demandtbat the body perform mitzvot: 

. . . 

the Jewish people's spirillllll renewal of its rela
tionship with God and His Torah. this ll)eSsage 
is most appropriate. 

~y sbouid ~ me to the girl. So did 1- My final observation is that dating can, at 
:llefinln1tlllleself lu a couple of sentences is.re- least in its p,:esent state, often lead to disap-" 
allyqwie.hlinl;f had to'abandon not a few of pointmeot. I know people have g<O'J1l disillu
myellJ!OClatioos. A re/Jbi of mine recenlly re- sioned witlrfrrunk,,itdueto Ike w~shidduch 
llllllted: ''Dating- guys to make more ofa scene. I can tinderstand this feeling,~ I feel 
Cheshh(m Hanefesh than Neilah on Y om Kip- that one's need to cotllli:<I to God is sttonge, than 
purevetdoes," one's need to connect with the "Ideal Mate.'' 

Unitble todefi.ne myself; I suggested lhey ask Another difficulty: by the end of a date people 
me wjw she woidd want io know. The first are ioe)'itab\lf reduced to lifeless "categories." 

· ... quesnqn; u,evifably:--wlliiili!e yau-plalillli!gro~-~~tlte--
-- 'iii>?" Twiliiilerwliy •is slkb asti$s on'wbat opinion of ooe't date. Although we're used to · 

!<lo alld11oton what hm. Afier·all, I ama bu- being judged on Yom Kippur, at least then we 
. man .. :l!elug,··· . DOI. a human. do-lug:· on,qoesnoo.· ' : ' .. s--· get11wfeelin!! that Hashem is on our side. 
canle,. ~ abaut·iDY has s, 

-!'or· $Ollie - my llbadc • · never ask • . · 

abaut-m!I belief in'Oodor Torali ,pi,Sinai; they . tlclmMser wisba all 
would l\lther know wbetherJ plan to own at V. 

:~~:~:::,:~":....~ -'-rtaclers a.cllag 
aeopple,.l usw0y 11181U1$C<to-plill~••~ l'bullly, ll>Y , · · · 1 • ,~:=::t ~.=::.:~;~~' 1c•, ......... 

. · 



dQl: 1n.)ti\>es ~ a me~s w "'Said Rav 
Yelm<l• in li.,t', m,tlle; O.ie ,!,,mid ,!ways..,. z·~· in die $illdy <,,Tor;,b C,V"'1 ifOOI for Its Qw,, 

me. fur ii<• wt10 !,,)gin, dins wUh,i,d by s!Ul.lJ,ing 
lt for its QWP s~k~ (fffitt-:,ck' lht:1o lithltW ba 
!ishnro}" (Pesgchim 50b~ R~moo'm; Jlilih:t:1t 
f,,J,r,;,d Turtm 3:4). On Ire ol11er hand, other, 

-Iiifoiestiifili~ 1ii Me C\'mtfxt ~~·i\:C~ -
ommeod Torah study moilva!¢,J solely by a 
pr,,11iw uf protection. In !lie Mlslina' s dcscus
sion i1fthe suffering of a sowl; (a '(aitb!e~s wifef 
upro her <lrinlti,jg .of tlie bitter w~rers. we fiJid ~ 
loophole: "lf ,he has merit, we !]old ! llci' pun, 
ishmentj'in ahcyam::.e .... From.Bere. Ben Auai 
says, ·o:.e is obligated ,o teach !,js da;,g_llter 
Turali, fol' if slie ever drinks {lbe l>iful,: w~<ersJ 
site will know thllt !re; merit hol<!s fru:1· p,nisl!, 
m<<<tl ln al)eyaoo:' "(Sofa/, ;l:4). Bon Atzai 
O"!'licity ~dV<>cates T°""ll .Wdy for tile sok 
;,u.- cf prorectillJl wemeu 1,om tli,;, bitter' 

of l~ $lid Adlit<>p!!o!, ye! tt,ey lail«!to intlu· 
"""'m, >!once <)ft !h<> principle ,if fan,h ~' 
umlttla. Whal factor p<:mining to Ulese c-s 
l>fOOlfll<:d Ri;vam<l!;sagro,,? · 

!)oog and Acblwpllei 00th oorve<i "" dvil 
ierVMts, in ,tile courts 1uulsDaVid~ Te· 

spec1,vely. 

Tomb. ,·Meld; lho .'torab no, only protects 
epl!eul!!ttdly. Ii,¢ re<cll'ii, peq>c!Utlly. l!C\:OOlfl•· 
nying its devQ!o,,""<'!l wll.m ll~ !~yes ilte !1-., 
of study. R0\0 Yosef lhn• ~ nl)I <ltl !he 
<j\lllllllllltiVe Je<'\!in~c,n ol'.stooyt«lW~: but 0>1 

the '!ll"li!ative *!litude Ti>r;m Sllidy oul!ivatofrin 
lh? mind of <»le w~o a~s It de'.voo!)y. 

Rava, in dtimfthe cases of p~eg .and 
,.,,,m0pt1e1, j>Qiiilt $0!lle l)e,~le. al, 




