
aljffi't'.f -to .. reID.einber wh.h unders.tandfag. Only 
aft:er-ln1P!ifttiug·r.ht me.nor.ah on Moshe' palm 
doe& God ask him, -"Mah kasheh?·' (from. th~ 
wOrd mikshah), "What is w haf<l'!" (Tanchur,Ul 
S~,emim). In othe, midrashim, God sends Moshe 
!O seek help .from Betzalel (Bemidbar Rai,ly; ). 

,A11h~ugh Moshe doesn't suCGeed, God proves a 
V_ery Systematic reacher. 

fn Bemidbar Rabba, God changes hh 
.directions to Moshe after he has ro com-
plete lllose before him. FiTht, God repeats His oral 
commaruis'. At that point, Mo:she had only re-

, 'reh1ed·a &eries of ins.tr~ns. imvf}'ing that ·aoo 
int;m<led thi,t he use ms own imagination to build 
the meriorah. The-n, God s...t10ws him an image, 
dem"anding.,frotn Moshe no ~rsonal creativity, 
bnt ffiefeiy'his i?genuity in implementing· a pre-

ma,ryded to hit it with¼ harurrir at ~ar:iJ.HJY, l)'.Anl'i
from which l.){..id -wooJ.d form a cup. L11ob. & 
flower. !fJ the 'fani-!am1-a, _Mv,she 

ever, Be~alei trusted his leader's. u:nder-sr.anding' 
and intuition and easHy irnplemenre-<l. Moshe's 
instructions. 

M'i::.rachi s.o-!ves fui,; prcA:nem by in-curpor~t
!ng two midrashim. "w'hen God sends Moshe w 
B.etlA!eL.instead of _wilding a _meru:iralLon. his. 

blares aloud_ £very J~w 
faces dilemma - srrh1 hig to compre
hend [i:._,--d's own commandments and i;,,1 fashktrf 
a <lfrineiy Ut spirit from his own ln1mm1 flesh. 
Pffivide-d that he is eamesr ru:ed. unasha.-r.ed~ yet" 
supplicant m:his igno-ranrei tlk:- &fair.ssh assures 
him that he wm receive God's akLei~ directly. 
or 'iw:iirecti-Y through lln inspite_tf helper, like 
Betia1el,);o bring him StKcess. 

I 



Cfi~ 
S. · · .. I haS ~e 

., , mce11SJllcepl10llm ~ 
to keep its irldependence. . Unired Na-

declaml herself a state,. all but one of her hos
tile Arab neighbors continue -to deny her that 
righl They abuse her borders, endanger her citi
zens, ll!iddestroy her property on a reglWII' basis 

· as a .__ reminder Iha! they bel~ we do 
llOI belong. - . 

en~ i, very pessimistic atlitude in our 
=nniunity ~ the immediale ~ 

-· -· '----mism;wium;~ 
' disinteresLin dli,pottlllial peace PJl)eeSS. WJliJe 
iiJoUlllel8ble-·~ have beel, infw:med us of 
die technical ~ of the Madrili peace 
~ /hey fa!fto. C<lAvinc:o'us lhat peace 
isevcna;..-~.ll!(•ad!lsirable, 
iiniliedlale ~ :some simpl msllliff·lhe no-

~~~~~\; 
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OOSlD 
rity ro ~ il!e Tomi! wnmrulioruilly, win, t/,e 
irrational answer of "w:l'tUe 1-~fiiskma," ('J'OO 

the seg11Jp relationship, from >n onalysisof !lie 
syof>IJ/. <Jf Deut 7:6, 14;2, a1uf26:tS: "Ki Am 
Kadaslt ma JpHeshem elokt.kha. ubekha bachar 

The idea !hat tire p;,ople <;f !Slll<:i' •re God's Hashem lihyot lo le' Am Segula f>!i/w!Jul ...i;,,,• as we!!. 'The i• 
. chosen nation lies deeply embedded.in !he co;- Here, the Torah'""'" a !rnnsi!lye verb - hochar fore p<mr11yed as a p,-«lestlr.ed and eternal one. ,;;;rstoiies of Jewish philosophy. Over time, two in ron11;is1 to the inlransili~e vihyitem. This coo'. In Dellleronomy, now ever, Mmes departs 
distine! un(/ersllmdings of !he !lllique, "segn/a" ootes not" passive elre!iO'), but a con.scioos se- with words of rebuke. After forty years of !eam-
relati1msllip between God and Israel nave _lection, one not arbitrary in nature, ing Torah in lhe desert and oominoous!y chat
emerged from the writlnlJ" of Jewish !hlnkers, The. T,:,rah prefaces this verse with a !engingGod's woo!. !he people l,e..,- from Moses 
The ramifications of this debste reach n,/only- dSlc-Sription of the children of Israel as an Am that they can only -maintain the tide Am Srgula 
the nature of Q!ll' ~piritual connection ID God, but • Kadas//, a holy ruition. While fa Exodus the re- if they remam an Am Kadosh. Moses warns tiiem 
often affect our attitude toward Gentile neigh- !ationship betw,:en Goo and lsme! seems firmly not to become too self-•ssmed, for their relation-
hors as well. rooted in God's u:nm<u·•..aHty. here the ·responsi- ship in fact depends on their level vf ho line¥£ and 

-----.::-'Hh':i~s-<di<e,ee<tattlet-. fifi<r.rss'l't,--,t<e:<e,eei,ht<e,.•:7""'·'"~·ent!¼.iee,,.o-i;e6 -,"'.".'•~li::,IYc:0~f~rn:::'iu_·=n .. ta:='.in~in~g~-th~ _=-e:,e:!".'att':~n~n~sh":.ip1:_ _ _:i•:_:c':''le::ar::· 21Y'_____:'th~e'::ir:_ipe~rf~o-':m"'1msrru:e'::"' of mitzvpt. ff the Jewish rrn-
Tannaitic litera~re: Rabbi Al,iva (Avot ~:.14) and ·-
Rabbi Meir (Sifre D.euL 308i maintain. that the r
election of Israel exoresses an 'miconditionai 
bond wiU, · which God holds the Jewish. nation · . 
dooe to Him. He est:iblished thfa bond before 
ilie ~~-eailon of the WQr!d, therel,y barring Israel's 
actions from playing any potential role in sus
!1iining !he strength of this bond. As pa,1 of 
God':i, universal plan, it ·c:3!1 never be severed. 
However, Rabbi Elazar ben Azamili (Ch,,;Ji!ta 
3a) and Rabbi Yish_mael (Sifre Deut. 
tamed-by the arbitrary nature of a preconceived 
selection. explain instead that Israel chose GOO 
before GO!! those Israel, tb.ereby :e1ae!ng the bur~ 
den of mai.m:enance on Israel's shoulders. -- -,--

'fhi<; dichotomy stems from: twO possible 
~a.dings of the verse "Ki Ya'a!wv backar lo 
Kah, Yisrael /isgulato" (Psi !35:4). While Rabbi 
Ak.iva interprets the verse to mean ''For the Loni 

---~·ct)rum,:tm:l)tr,"~'1or~7izlmlm' 
prefers ''Fm Jacob has chOsen the Lord.'; 

Vv'bHe t.'le vers.e can slipport 'borh opinions, 
neither reading offers ,;oncret:e evidence of the 
possible unique components of the "segulti' re
iatio~~~hip. However. a_q examination of the bib
lical Verses which firnt desqibeJ:bis exceptional 
re!ai:ion,liip may reveal (he difreren9mderstand
htg;:1 .of the ,1dati-0tt.'tttlfl. es .:,eH as , hat !:bis re 
iatto,nship entails, 

p!m;:.ed upon the am. the Jewish narion. More~ tion fails to meei these re.m1s, lh con:,:iiruenb 
over. the verse in Exodus does not inciude a de- b-ecor1);e Hku those of rhc other imtmns. nt'' bnge"f 
scription of condition of the lasting selection: deServin.g to be i:.:hosen a:; God':.; preciou.:., peo1;fe. 
here, in Deuteronomv, the Torah ties the se1fc- Two fanmus :groblematk· ag!!adi(~sa1ei 
lion Of Israe! to Israei's ability to remain a holy C3Jl oow be explained based on the two intt.,'rpff.-
natioo. tations of Israers eiection.. Accordin0 to fine 

Rambam l:also Rashl, Ramban afld others), mid.rash, prior m th,e- giv~g of the To::ih, t}od 
\VhI>views;tnesegutafetationsh.J:p:3.8 crmditionat. iifted t..t:mntSinai above the nation, threatening 

lUst prior to His revelation at Sinai~ G9d Qe- exp1ains: that God, in establishing a bond with thet'n to.accept the Torah or be b1.d1eti un(:!emc<l..tll 
cl3:res: '"Vil!yite.m 1i ugula mikal ha' t;zmim, ki Ji the Jewish people at Har Sinai~ preSr..Jlted them the mountaii1 ~Shahbat 88a), Th.i~ m~d.ra--;h ;m
/wl h,,' are.tZ:' (Ex.19:5}. Interestingly,!heplu- with an offer:· "Anshei kodeshyi!ryu Ii." Rasl)i · ·plies that lhe people of Israel couid mt accept 
ral fonn,.. vihy'item,...iij ·Usi;~,_ suggesting~ a ~~mber exr,!$ins that Goo here defin~s thi: terms of their Goo ooieiy through will. because u'lerr Ev-es were 
of individuals _as opposed to. ·a single,_ united. na- contfAf:t Ar1:shei .k.odtsh ~ _if you retain your sane- jeopardized. In contrast, a second midra.sh re~ 
tion_, F\uthermo~e~ the- ~Ords mikq! .hr/amim tjtyttbenyihyuli-:- yrn,ishalltleMi..r:ie, l2tes that God.:first :went to the other narions Of 
imj)!y mat Goo_ had indeed chosen the people of · Mall>lm ·:• unden,iandlng of the titles Am il!e-World,.offering !liein !he Torah. Ail er beillg 
Israel; fr,~m a~ngst -otbt~ peorle;s._ From .thi~ K;fi(ios.h ~dAm ~gu'fq :rerlecis ,these r_Woexpi~- refure<l by a!hmtions. 1t was wtHing!y ac~te,j 
verse ~lone, it ~1lJ,$ ilia! ead1 member of the,. nations, Htfexplalns lliat arad is called an Am by the Jewish peopk {Mekililta. de-RJishma;/; 
Jewish pec,p!e as a,finilividual shares.,; intimate ' .Kado;,h when she becomes sanctified tlm,ugh me These passages may be explained based on 
~msh:Ul. With Qpd, nrikoowri to members·of other perfo~ariCe arid obsefVancc of Ocx:rs·Cciturumd- ~ the two posSible understaruiings of the origirt of 
n~pns. _ '-. -.. "> · · ·_.: ::. :,- n~nts.Tue~.t:rrsfgu/a~~dreothefbacid.men- Israer~-e!ection,Thefirstnudr~hmeniiooed 

- Qoo giv~s a reason f~ sit;gUn_g OUt fue-lew- _ ·.: ti~ed in.~odus withO\!t the a:ntecedCntam, coo- supr,orts the {hesis of Rabbi Y ehuda Halevi, n--
~~ :~uirion: ·~'becttuse t;ie ~~tire l~ 001~,gs. to. ~~es p{e~_ij_)usness in t;lre eyes of its. owner. A-n vealing tack of active choice by the peDpk. Sin,._'e 
Me/~ ~-µst a., God~ the ruler of tlie ·worJd, Se_g1tla /e.fers to Isz;atl's election as Gqcr~ ,,-spe- Israel wa.,. tle~tined tO be the chosl!'n 1ia1i~-i, Ouct 
s~. th~~t,i:~. or~~~e! \lt}.ll-~ai~.?~~.s ~~n ~alna~o~. ,precious t.O Hi~ b)'.' virt~~ Qf hfil'. v.e('.Y had tv- ensure tho.fr acceptance of the ToroJ1, As 
~op~e~ . Tbe)1¢~Jti9_ll~h,ip_,,-" as: ¼1~-sented. ~~~e,. -~xisrenc~. Jn Malbim's conception. Am Segula they Were newly-freed slaves, Be had to r6ur1 
-~~~\~i}'.'?~tG®~-~.e~. ~e.~-~ , rep.rese~ts ISrael'i uncon~tiu~ai c1osene-ss: to - to lifting t~1e mountain In orµer m ''assuage'' the 

--~-~!~~~ ~.Rii_peo?:le _@.~Ni'OUTT~ _Sin~i~. £4e Gncj; tf:te ~itle-Am ffrutosh, hcrt\·ever, mu;.t be·. nation to face the IT predestined selection 
. eoillir.mce;of the relatlonsnij:i iieii;s ilo'ixinnec: --'earned itr<>iigh-fulfillm~otof m/tzvot. -

~ 
I 

i eo le; 
·. . i 

'<I 
ing 11!< rutu, of """"'lytes. ' ~ 

fo: hh; Ku.'Ulfi, H!.tlevi indicMea rbat tbe 0'4: 
Khaun. their c<m.v~km:51 boru)i,'e(\ "'! 
the nativ.e-hom: m their m.idst, The t'J.'o z 

of '~O!d Jews~ and "New Jews..,, in $'f 

they, interntarry ~ . !.eem-s rhat Halev1 _did 'OCR i 
crmMdet t'le Jurutrnm. of the r~h·te e<wal t-o t 
that nfilie born Jew. . ~ 0 

411 

fn &.-ctkm 1;2? of the Kuuil'i. tt,e ch~n·er ;u~· m. 
forms the king -of u~ Khaz.ru-~ of the ine.qualil)r ! 
ofpr,,,sefytes. Halevi states: "~e who jci.")g a 

us co-mpietely from ih-nong Ll~ nat.i,::ms. wm en.-- .. ~ 
joy the gf}{}(j whi~h we have hw wm not 00 eqillil _! 
tO~Furt..hem-x,re, in 1: 1 i 5. he teHs the ki:1g ~ 
tha1 onty a n:ative-btYi1l Je'w Gill acbleve. pmph- ~ 
e,:y. 

Througl:tom the K u::an. ffalevi 
the 

.kw. He expre&-St"s the dfffcr-

;:::s~:~,~=~~::::::~:!:i~:~1;;;~r~~:':It~= 
textual devices. he irnph,:?. thm the ::0i1:-

vert taml:ot fuHy p-..i:rtic1p·a,-= m fowi'.-11 rdi~ 
gi-on. He V.JYJv:::ys dHs, rrK~").'.>age- h.avntg th-c: 
king of the K£.3zz.~ ~s::, the Je~·i&h n~1!;:-,n in 

rnr--:;ided ac.cvt..,11 ~if Jewi~h h.~j;.or:_;:: ''\/<,/{~ h;:lV~ 

suffen;J this 1Jegr--.ciatior: wifnmH ;iny benefit. < 

,in addlHon, Hakvi c1auns that 1h.,;: nad1:1c-00-m 
Jew and th~ com:err :,ave a di:ffcron reiar!or- tc 

ihe Lan:ct of J::;~B! a,rd t!x· dut.;' :cdivc·tlk>:fe, Tn~ 
ch~vt:f ~xplai:1::; to 
i:irael 

vine ,,erv\cs- cf nati-.:e-b<:-m kw ... uhVH)l::>:) '.:! 

'-'t1nve:rL who not pf•1'f;._~ctihh: «nyv.;.iy, 1-");'b r,, 
need for this rom11.ry. t t · l 15; 

hHert-stingi y, R:IB1~.1rn:, aJ?p:oa.:::.~rnf e.ad:, c.f 
the;;e topic~ m sep.arate- are;i.-.. '1•:s }.fo.fuieh 

Torah. '.-iev,s the nrosekte from a ;>Cr,~-oc-eris.'e 
co.mp!erel~; different f.rnm that ,,t Ha!e'.'1 wl1h 
regard to the:c.i is,;;,ue.s. Ram:;am hi~:n-. 
(Bikl:urim ?:3; thai d1e pro~dy1e i~ :ndt:ed a ft;_ll 
-p-artiti{K,.ril in t;.~J,~wi.s;i:i. _ _r~Ug-LQI!. He mit}'. 

the !J,k!i..'urim to J~rus:1km and H'":.::ltc Lhe 
p.riate S.-..."'riplurnl paJ1,age. The orntion of 
pass.age, which md4-(k<i a historical s.ynops}~; of 
ih...: Jewish people, !m.hcates tt'.at the 

equafoy and are in fate! ol•je,cat., of s.pedal fov1f' 
(intro(lucticm ti• Cude cf ,HaiP'!bni-des, p. 435 i. 
Similarly, in.his rrcari,.,c on prophecy. Rsmham 
maintains thatllilyone may achteH: a 
·ldne revclatio~ ba~~d sofdy on hi:. fe·.re-I 
knowk.dgc and ;1b-Hity to cO!UlY'fi his 1:houghb . 

_ Wh,;;reas Hakvi feels that IfH::ri:--: 2, heredi-
tary superiori\Y of the ,Jewi-.h ¼0.rt:ill< !loo_!<> fllG'!'I' • acice~ of !tie Torah. 

. ~;wbl Yelnid~ li\iloyi, JJmOOf; ot!!ers, .bases 0~ W"" It !Jot!,? 
lll,Jnu;q,r~on\iiisverse. Heex!'Jainstlmt. --

given to rhe people of Israel as sign of .a ½pt"~ ing the.m to. be singled oti.t fry G,-x.! ct."> .Hi:S Cho
cia! covenant~ th.e-~--fITTt h~d.u:~it. .Thit- _ ...1~Q-~C,Q_p_l:; -~·&:LJ_ pn_o_t J.Q. Cw:F!.(}n., Rambiirri 
..illegory openJy p.rn1$e:S Tsffiers ~irtne in choos·· 
ing God and con8enting to live by Torah [Jellis 
to rem.in its "segula'' st:..ms: 

~s.-n,l!l!i,;ns.bip l1egru1 poor wcreimon. 
of_tli,, }>l~ra~fo!):n viliy/reni may th"' he 
·"~/i>~fet ~()t only to t~i! Jewish n;rtiqn post 
,i,illJlll;!or,, b!!t;,,., thll' ~ L';at ex,isted berwe.en 
$ht1.:a.q4 JPl'!: _~g~~~us. tQ4i!J~ua!~,. 
~br~.~~. Is~r"~{J_,JflC.O~~ who 

. ~ giyingbl'!he Torah. 

_me?ceincnt Of their ~"frvine ntfaiion.ship, He 
,wi~hfls :to reass~re ~~ nation,_ The pe.9ple, who 
after.fifty ~ayg have fichieved the de:.ih.ll1k level 
9fs.eparatlo.n a(if;i hoHn&ss, are prepared iQ "enter · 
iqto an i..mcondtti~ ~fatiotmhip with God, At 

·thisjunttur¢t-howCve.r, they.are not ~dy to ac~ 
c;ept an auiooomous \'.ode of.rules~ fot they sim · 
exl,ibiia slavem¢ntaliiy. Upo,1 -i~~ the.irnla,.;, 

stared .. we can beg~n t-0 a°P:i")teciare tbclr sc~,pe 
by analyzl{1g each philosopher's position reg'B:n:i~ 

Upon do~e ('-,;_;.m1inarion. of Ra111h.;1:m · s and 
HaJcvj',; t"'--'m'lcdoni• .:.·t:,n.:e:J1ing: the definirion 
and m.::auing uf • seguia n:l.aih'.iTT'~hip, the J,asic 
p:r.tnctpks ~mcicriying both the-ff phHosophies 
come into vi.:-w 

HaJevi-. .:: Spa~.frc;h phiJ::,sopher of {ik' t!lit-
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COURT! G 1"HE 

1\r1ASSES: 
1 TllE RCA BEIT DIN i ---=-,-.,-,~~-~--= ____ 'k_'_il_zc_·h_ak_._H_o_ll_a_n_d_er __ -'-

· ·· 1· z demm,;r,,"irn1ai 

ordained in sernina.ries rn~h Yeshl'\ia Torah 
V'0.a'at. and with the Com1;n·ative Rahb-inica! 
A~~en1bly. ro (lesc:1:;s th!;! ~Teatirm of a joint.Beir 
[_);_;;, 

of 
1h~~ meetings. v;rites 
60'11 came prim3rily in rcs.po-nse 10 the Con&e1-
' ;.;ti ve Rabbinical Asscrntify, s; ;-ila.7s lG fom:i their 
DWO Bt>it Dm dealing with family mattets. The 

______ Ln_1-lJfQ~r!;:_Qjy9:rr;_~,J_l_n_a_C-onseri?Jiv_~B¢it [;iti 
\ Rabbi Louis Bermtein. C!uclfrnge a;ui ifi~;i;.n · · -
The Em1Jgence ,~( :he Eng fish Speakw;;: Ortno
d/,x R,-.:bhinarr· Nev/ York: S/1,.~agold Putiiishers, 
~0 8-2-.-7.-&4-i 

organaation ~v~s lilli'1e-(;es-
~r:. in s.,Jame Re::bbin.ical AWanoc 

- -iriam:ci; were··nor··foame-0·10 ·pamdfi,m!·tn"tnc·
Joim Bel! Din hec:i.use ihey regardt--<l :he RC A 
~:~~:;~~rthfJdnx than &-emselvcs. (l}em<;tein, pp. 

Th-e~,.~h rn.::g0tiati0i?S ~;_,fr.h rf;e Conservative 
R-ahbfn\Cg;J i\.,-;sen1biy ir: t~e Beit Din achieved 
tangible v,ogmsB, cltJmar.eJv tf1ese too, pm\'e:tl 
U.JliUCt'e-..;;.fo]. The RCA and th~ Cons.e~l8Jive 
R~bfok.ai A:i.F.~nUy readk.>rl a rnt"...a&.ure of un
·detsta...!iding i.o Jnnuary, 19.56. writing in a -rnerno-;:it:~::~;~:~ wa.~ necessary <md <lt~irnbJe to 

in the area of rnari-

nati,Jnaf Beit Din, Ks,orn, Jaseon 1' 001,ov,:ucm•, 
ch:iin.1iar1 of the H.atakf'.a Commission, stating the 
majorjty position, asserted that "the gap beiween 
Rabbinical Cc1.mdJ and the Kabbini~ Assem~ 

ail over the- world. (Inter-:.:iev., H. 
i ~) 0 Onl .Y ~fter marital cour,.seJing for T¾e 
c.-01ipJe has prove-» mi%CC....e.ssful, doe.<. the Bt.;it 
Din execute & gi!i~ 

Rabbi Sc-hoafe.lrl stit.~d tlmt the Bt'it Dirt ,JOes 

the ediwr of r.he tvrah 
"Hadarom," Rabbi Schwar!z is a graduate of 

4nd 1-i'as ordained by zhe 

Hamev.aser: Having recently been appointed as 
the-head of the Be.it Din of me Rat,bink;:,J Coun
c-Ii of America (RCA), can you please teH u~rwhat 
you perceive. to be the prima_ry function of the 

• 
I 

of ts.rad are concemr..d., people have the right, 
even if tlwy are called to come to freis Din~ 10 

to yol!r Beis Din, I prefer 
Th.at is their privi-

"''""'"··-'·-
[specifically] 
Hrunevaser: In addfriOn to the Beit Din, tht; 
RCA also has two .other halakiiic .. "eittities: the 
Va'ad Halakha- the. Halald,a Committee, and 
another committe called the RCA Round Tabl<l. 
Could you please clarify toe ;ole of the Holakha 
Committee viS-a-vis the· Beit Din. Does ~he 
Hal.akha Committee have a..'1y input in determfn
ing decisions of the Beit-Diri? 
,Rav Sthwartz_: First.ofa!l. you should under- · 
stand th&t the Halal.cha Committee is not a Beis 
Din. [ItJ is a comm.it.tee of rabbis whO h:iv{! been 
s,eJecti..."d by th.e administration or the president 
[of the RCA] to advis.e -on h_a.lakh.ic matters. 
When the Haiakhn Committee meets.it.does not 
meet as a Bi!is .Din. Perhaps the r.abbls wm ar
nve at a.::ertam consensus_ofopinion. hut ftheir 
v:iewl i.s not someu~ing whf.i:h is _adopted as an 
a~s.ofute pesak: They give inpUt, perhaps rec
~m-.mendatioils, flS requested by the ~~xecutive 
coromh:tre_anQ_by the orgattiz~tion Dn-lialakhk 
inatrers, btiL. nOt--as in.ab$.oiute pesak as a Beu; 
Di.n_.- I6n the001erhi,11d,] the RCA Gqe$ nN con

i.o hah.k.hic mat-

av 
into I.he civil court.. and collected· their moi1cy 
bec-,n1~~--tl-1ejudge--Iooked-at-tlle f)8ak of the !Jeis 
Din,. ai well as at the shtar simv: aud they af
firmed i~, Vle 

if you follow the 
due process. 
Hameva!*r: It would seem, to a large extent, 
that tht:: :.trength of the sh tar siruv depends upon 
the ,trength of the· issuing Beit Din, 
Rsr Schwart_z: An<l 01:1 your community_ 
·Maybe Chicago_ is a little ea~for, but in New 
York, whe.re you have so many gruupingS. maybe 
one wouid say, " ... that.Beis Din .is not worth ~ny
rhing, we don't have to pay attemion to it." 
That's liable 
Harne,·aser-: 
the RCA ,h,ml,ia!<enm; 
amhoritm!ve Beit Din on a national levcL in par
hcuhir with regard to hilk}w1 ishut'? 
Ra" S<·hwartz: The RCA Beis Din. be.cause of 

has estab-

rry1ng !:O establish it: it t~ alrea¢y est<1:blished. It 
merely need~ to keep up that reputati•:::,n and to 
~cntinue to beuer and -..:nlargi; the scope of fits 
;ntluencej. 

try where .there 
Ha-me~,a...~:, Anvt.i\er effective tool 

. Din. oouM ~iteru:iaHy use tp 
rem:e cf agu"n.tx is the prenuptjaJ: agTeement. 
T'h.cre ar-e-_ seventl existing prenuptial agreements 
\\,·b.kh try to guarantee !he ab.iHty of a woman to 
receive a.gel. None of these have yet been rec-

Which is dd1ni!ely ._ .. _ on the 
As to h(,w it \'sliH 

give any detall.s. .It i.n
inve-s.t.igatio~1 and -pJa_q,~g -~n 

C 
J--fa.meva1*r: 11w RC1'. Bt:it Din i:~ recognized 
c~,; the Orthodox Heit Din to i~:.Ue a get in-t:he con
text of ~~ome of the existing prenuptial agree
ments. ff a ca,;;e were to come up fo~ discusfion 
involving those existing agreement:>, 'l.-ould a 
decision ,:}n such a ~<t:;e have /o wait fnr a for. 
mulatiOn iJf genera! policy? 
Rav Schwartz: I don't know of any .._-.-,1~s that 

-have- come up dfrecdy as a result of the prenuptial 
agreements that have been referred l:O the RCA. 

have to force it beowsc of 
prenuptial agreemeoL. I don.'t know whCther 
many of. the prenuptial agreement,;; have ever 
been brought to .Orthodox [botei din] Jirectlv. 
rm nnt aware of any PJrticie!ar stati,;t!c in rh;i 
direction. 
Hameva:rer: Would the Va'ad.Hala..l.chaplayany 
role in de!ennin.!ng RCA policy on this issue? 

made 

Toe Va'acfHalakha. at one of 
its !a. ... , meetings ... , presented wit.l1 t~e ide-«± 
of investigating a prenuptiai agreement 
according ro hab.kha ... 1 presume iJrnt when they 
meet again, whenever d1at wiH take pface, Lhe,y 
wm pursue the triatter. h \viltof course be dune 

•in conjunc-1:ion, l arn 'quite s'ilre, wit.Ii RCA 

Va' J.d Hahtkha; one win know what the Pther is 

doing, 
Hamcva..~t; To what e;,.terH is tl1e E-eir Din, in 
inriividual ca.~e-s, bound by previou;; de..cisions of 
the V~'ad Halaktm? 
kav&hwam: 
hy a dedsion.,. Generu.Hy 
fi'C,t tr'cllsposed-00 the other: I Jon 't know of cases 

- where these tlfil.1:g1. have crossed lirk:s. 'The Beis 
Din deals 

Oofu d-£: Beil Dili and th.;. Va'ad Haiakh:a. Has 
tbe Beil Din ruled ,:_~'1 ...-:ases ·c\Jncemirtg a crite
r;on af <le•IM 
R.av_Scl!-wart'.tt The RC-A Beit Dfo., whai: we call 

-:x: 

PRENUPTIAI~ 
AGREE ENTS: 

JI, 
Ill: 
!II : 
(II 
II! 
~ 

)I! 
j;' 

f 
~ 
Ill » 

Clmviva l,evin irnpt=dirrienh !0 h;c; --·,11;;;--n_·-·· a 
< , ' l ' h , !i..,l,.~~.-,~ .. :~.,::,,;,·,·,,, . . : '11 Aguuam .,,_1.:!tJ _.,!£ \Ugf;eMcd. <k, ., , !' . .,. t#-

One of ihe most pressing:'l'~sues cunfroming 
the Jewish wrrun1mhy mday is 1hr pl.ighr of t.h-:: 

claw.:e i11w the ketubah, 1 
agunah. 

husbafld is'dead or ahve. She remaJns chained 
to her hu&barrd, rin~bk to remarry, undl her 
husband's death is condusively pro•·en, 

prtxH,ilm,ont The :::untempon'J} 
agwwh has frequently rec..;i'.1e<l a civil divorce, 
yet her husbimd refosr~ to gram her a ri"f. a rdi-

!ems; since !he com1 might v1t'\-\
re!i.gious docunien!_ Thus, for this re::t',Oii, <b well 
as. c-rht:rs. it preferable re, draft ;; ;o;cparnh~ Clvi\ 
{k:rc,,rr,ei\l' a<ldrc:;.sing the 0hii,gatHHh c<t,.;h 
par-iy )at,..;eqwinl to the di:-;sofwio-rs of .i marriag:~ 

An f1alakhic impedi.nn;nt \,;hid, rw .. bt he \ur
m,:iunt~d m @TJ qnte-nup-ri.a! t.;_gn::::e,-,-;crn [_.,_ lt'>tl; of 

.'\..;;tording i:0 halakha, a i;;"'ucd 
under coercion i,; invalid in :-no'.>! cir.:u.mst,mc:;.;, 
It is ti,en::fore neces..,ar_y rn ccnnpo:y::: ,, 1:ex! s_,;hKh 
bind,;, !o grant his. 

\V<Hrarn rhe ""1"""'""""' C-.E.T. ~ ~,,iL: a gel without 
(Geuing Equitable Tre.ttme-.nt). to aid wnmen n.ibric ef coercior.. 
whose husbands ha-.;e refused Io gra.,"1f them a The insen:iun of~ penalty ;,:b.u•-e ntiligiw,;;; 
:eJigfous disorce. ~ to pay ;:::- '.'f~...-.'.thcd -..am 

Once a woman become:-: ;.u: ::;he f.t:1.-"> t",:c-m 

little recorss~ within the cc,imrn.1J:iry 0r ,, :m appeu!ing t~pr;;:<, 

hal.akba. Ac-cording m Jewish !aw, a man. mt.bt 

gram a get rv his wife ofhi:: owr:. -,·ohf.lun_ \Vhiie hahkhic r:robfcm. ut as!-naJ:.hu 
in previous cenn.:ries :-luthoriraiivc Je-vsi~h corn- k.'-\'i'i-h Law_ in s:1ffie;· 10 ere.at.: :i tiiD-d,,ig cvntr .. Kt 

0s;tradzatro11 on the--rec?Jcirrant flu-:hand. w pre..:- ,~e a_,__rc-:rli( H HH-\t Rti-n,,_ ,tr.,, ·_ie __ ,J.~.,·~, .. ·"< 
vail upon hin• thar it really in his !Jeq im~resl -1n'-e which he ,,,.,·onlG he ,'C:.-?Lli,;;d 

modem-da)" agunah, some suggest that r:uner 
than deaiing wiuleach agw1uh oniy a.ft~r the fau 
and --on an individual ba::.is, the most effec-tivt~ 

g:;;:mm--seriously emen.a.,71-s- thep.,~;sihIJ-iry that he' 
'.-vill Jjvorc-e-bs hride and withhoid he.::- cH!d 

conseqliem!y dti,cs nDt belieu.:- drnr he ,.,. ill ever 
be hou.nd to pay th,:; pi:nalty. i_For.mdn: o-n ;f1i~ 
mpic, ~ee J. David Bleich~ "Survey o·t Rcce:H 

A ·dablc means. of achle.villg th!.:,. goal hes in !he Hafa:kh~c Pe.ri-n& ... -~..J Lirer3.rnr{ . Trnd.it!on. 
use of a binding an.re-nuptial ag1eernent prov id- .?:: #:1.. FJ.H i986. i 
ing rhat in the event uf a cl\,i! <livon.::e. the hi.J.<;~ ;\;he.r::t;e!es.s. the_ amr,:rn, the aftircrnu,-
hand agrees m grant '..-! rdigieus divorce and the 
wlfo agree-,;; w· accept ft Many that 1n
eorporatinn of such a document 1nm the ~tw-xiard 
wedding pn.x:edure woutd prevem. the devei0p· 
me-m of new ugunvh situmlvns in 1he .fmure. 

Since the issue of a.gu.,:nh a1td prera1pfr1i 
agreements. b-~gan to occupy a pos1-
rim1 en rhe age.n<la e:f the 
s~ver-.sI am:e--nuptial doc:.J.ffients huve he~n pro
p.;se.rl. Judah Dkk, Rabb J, D-:tvid Bleich and 
Jrwln Haut hav~ an comp-.;)&d forms. m be :,,.\gn.etl 
hy mru:rylng ~{.)01i"le~. and ·rhc R.C.A. ls in the 
process of drn:fting a Jgre--emem. 
\Vrule each forrn is 1.miqu~ 
k'<.:hnii:-2! aspects uf rhe agreerncnt, ::U! <.address 
the &J:IT.ie issues, Each docu.mem tries m create :t 
civU1y enforceable cl.,chgation on the pa.<1 of both 
husband and wife tff either gr.1N or a,:x::<::pt 
in the-event of ac)vH divorC'Z'. 't'.·t1ik at the ilm.e 
1in:e avciding rhe 5£.<-'Uhr issue r-l s.;::~aricn k
twe..~n Church and State and dealii"1.g with the 

ri-ont'ti pre-m.:.pha! Jgre~mems 3'e co-gni?aN u1 
the~ i.ssu~\ :Jud have \Vritten fht:ir ,;,:;,ntra .. T:; :n a 

Once ;;.:orkabk pre-nuptial a_grt:erncn:t,; 
k~n uuthored the nim:,; of prewntini rhe cre~uior; 
of m0re agunDI falh Upcn. the (,YnHH!
nit;' ', mtttkillarly rw0 ekmems w!iich are v,-~ 

among_ the ;eaders.hip of 
'I( oung m2:rrylag coupks ;:-empr;i&:' 

Htc: fi_..._t g:ro4p who sbotdd be at i.he forefrc,rn c.f 
the mo·,.,ement ,;;._i C~marsd the ir;~'c,.;pe')ra.tion -nt aG 

ai:ne~rH.qni-al agrcen'tt.""fl:i--~tuo ~~v~.-y Jewii;h ,,~Ar~ 
ri.;;ge. if eath couple who rnarries ;J,..~.ri-des t-G \ign 
a pre-nuptial. agreernent, the pnYctdure v,'iH r'-0;:Je, 
foHy ,i:p.-esd, and .lx~om-~ standanJ µn:,•;~du:re JJ 

.fe\vish we(.¾:iir-..gs.. In th.i--, mannn, not nr.ly wil~ 

fer tbe c-rei!ti;.:m of m'odern agun,;; v,;li1 be ch...)seJ 
Th-.: sn-'fmd e!e.m,.::nt \.;,·h_i.ch ca..t be ins.trnr:-,rn~ 

e.{fon to ihrusr the stru:e inlo the rult- \,•f cns.lli.ing, tal frt th,• implernenra:ti-1.:;i:1 0f a prt:-rmp::.ia! sgree-
::hat a l:m.SOO..t1<l :grants a rdiglous divor•Jf hy with- ment in -every Jewi:.J; rnairiage I:,: ,:(...~'T,po-S.;J of 

!It 

<;t1ntinl§ed on page 7 ffi:.,Jding a secular t:i.ivD,rl;:e until he rti1noves. aH Continued on page S 
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· · ~,wiih whom lhepre,oidenl andfhe top offic- proceedlllis fo be rc,fiSlffld in the RCA • 1 · ffldel.,., 011 a repar bafis. try. Tbe same dung if people, have gnut, thlnp · · 
~: In the ~P<il"'lin• IJIOntlt• or so. of ll1auon'. lhey would send it in to be kepi in . • 

··. ·~llal-d<!)'l?u~y.conolderlObt.themost the."'81 .. ·,try for.· ·poo. ~.'.Y .. , .. l"? ... avgid. prob. · t,m,J .... ·. ·•.·.·.· .. : :~, u.~. l/llii ~d be Oll,lh! .~,of J1llel' <Ill-, An indivi®at rablii ~keep... . ... 
•'"c~'RCABel1J)lnandoflheVa'all~ ~llketheycaninacentra1111~ ... ~ . . : 

. ;!ie~ l coufdn'ipos,ibly tell you what is si,medting in the work$ as, ... haVins a lyJi;,1•· 

. ~i, .rrJ·\~;Va'~'~ Is , .'!f ·.dl!ta b1111k, .. IO straighten 011r all. M ' 
.. -~··,l!'~eral~ihat[SY,Slell!J 

, ••. beeasily~,IO·Wh!)~a t\•. ·1!!1(1 Wllaithe:~ls,,; . . ·; . c 
. ; . ~:Juhere·atl~.thatlbi,RCA' 
. . .lloiiotelltli4'keepin --"'~' .·. 

=.·.<~ ..... ~.~"'. ~ .. ::-.. ~ lh::::,:-. ~.··.···,·.·:·:·,···· •1'1wy're net geia; to send us their 1-ecords,,;, '· . 
When- ~e ~ ,.., ~. tf,ough, we malfe' nores . 
of possible 1IIOIIJZerus i,-or pouible isS1Jrim · · 
on the, ... reeords of the individual ceouples if it .., · 
comes IO~ga.~ f:lhinlc thaUliellllJJl>rity of g(ttin·· 
hluM!led by the RCA Bei• Din, illld Jet'uay .a ": . 

·".Seif®' .. .likein~t-mrpeopie that_ .. ,,. :· 
~JL Bulsomdtow,theyknowdleJ!!I-,. ' 

. ~~,ait<lnhodoxget, sotboninourcfis,f, ·; 
: ~~:~iq,JIMIJonmthat m filial f'lil,,..,,· ... 

~·~become.aware of yud/sln.prob-. · 
·Jenis; :..illld fwe}keep dlatas part of llieir ~ 
J\s to WWlt Js going Oil, filen, have already been 
1IJ/UIIZl!rlm, orimpropergend, andihingsof tbat 
,ott, 

Hamewser. W:ouid you care to 11!8keany com,. 
ments in COIIClusiQn? . 
Rav ~: I tblnk one of the ~ 
lhings that bas l!> be done ... is t<> tllnaden (the 
'base Ill} dlOSe who partjcipllleio the RCA Bds 
Din. "1e have to b;lin. within the scope of lhe 

. JeiaDiri,~wilowill. inad!liiioo«> hav
ing halakhie,koowle,lge; know how to deal 
with. .. people. 'Ilw'sachallengeforevery Beis 

·""'=..cio=~==''~~--iD;Mi,,;0&- oot _,~ who.miilht be haW;hically 
knmvledgeable in a yeshiva or elsewhere is~-. 
petenl todeal with the aclUal cases in aBeis Di11. 

\ ~Jf,(~y,vety important; ~-~' maoy_times. is not what is in the ... ¥11iier:. $,ffieliin¢ the RCA elllhluked clinical area.and this IS one of the lhings we have 
. ~-a .;111.t<y •. • ~~ofall".ko:~~~'.~~ ----· 
,'$her"~ so to speak, and "lroslter" gittin; particular gap. A Beis Dm,. not JUSldealing with 
ai,cl it would seem tiiai .. the project could have .• Shakh or a Taz or a Be,s Shnuu!I or a Cludkar 
p,atpotential for soiving.many,problems of MehokekoraRambam; itisdealingwithpeople, 
'y)ich.iin thai may arise. generation or two in the . qow to relate. and how lo adap! this .within the 

· · fiituie; lo ihc RCA still pursuing this regist,y? hablkhic framework. and deal with the' pe,so,,-~l'Scliwaiu: This is .not so much Be4; Dill alilies o( the peoPle that .F involved. This is . , 
~ se, oopbere is a central registry to wbiclt an something that l would like to mtroduce more, 
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vself, 
iii,/ • .. 

.I here Babel ent rong .. J --. ---S-im-. _i_C_h_a-vel-. ----

E I s;,ued <tn. shiurim-h:{ R~"lbhi Menaclwm _liebi.1g 

:Ii; 

> fron1 sons W.t the 
,!-Flood. Folkl\ting th0 stCry ofthe-l;O'w"erofBf!~ 
J! bcl ( the Bil:lk lists the 
~ ogy 

(9:26-27}, a.nd c?oses with the fa,-nil,Y-of Tera.1, 
C!ady rfos s;:coad li;st points tu Avram, 

two accounts, the story i.Jf the 
Babel explains thf:;. narrowing of focus fo the P..is
torical. pro,:e-ss. from the un.ive.r:..al ro. the µ.anicu-
hrr. 

The Bible begins the story lJy declaraig the 
-- -uP..ity of m8'.nkind; "'And it was fual. the hmd was 

;3{ une language, ai_-yjcf unified tlroughts" (11: 1): 

gineer a physical, social.·- and l'eligious· paralieI 
of God's urucy·, in both its c;;imp!ete harmony tlnd 
its seff ... sufficie.ncy. Howcver~tany celebration of 
the unity of the world and o.f hu..mtmily should 
emphao;ize that it relies on God: and His w:1:i_ty~ in 
other words, it' should retloct md direct itself 
wward the unity of God. \\!hen me of 

uriintelHgihle to each cu'lec 
ln a brtla<ler context., the story of the_-peDpie 

of Babel parallels and continues another, earlier 
story in Genesis. The Bible implies that- bad 
Ada..-n. in tandem with his \Vjfo, n.ot rebeH6d 
against God, peace and cc-mplete harmony would 
ruwe prevailed-on Ear-.h. \\-'bereas before !heir 
sin there· exists no evidence of tension ootwoon 
man and nature, man and his wife, or 

Mankind, the Bible Continues. utilized its unity · 
to) industrfa:!iu, emOOrling on a project to build 001,m,m,: and e:<ile:s lite 

--a-ciry-v.'i.th--a-ie-*"--et--in HS ~.~-:11le-~-ef
th:i~ j.oin:1 ~ffort was ID "make for ourselves a 

this~ ID"'4)00C~ their 

ish ,~~tion. Thi~ ,;:L=..:ision was illcfependeni of a.-i:y 
c.ts:rioo ,;)r1 the parr c-f isr&~ OYher- f~~ren .. The 
:io1i1 oi a te-f,m Jc\;; __ ac.c.orillog to H~~Yi. thi-!\"'

forc. rx-,fcsf·ise"!; g.rt.;-.:;,t-cr ::ptritua¾ C-.&.f,a;."'i-ty than 1J1.;;i 
of~ rnc--n~h·.::r d aJ1otfaer 1urion. e<,,en r.~ one iA']m 
nfr-,,e;, m be kwi,:,:h_ 

.R.2n1f1;rrn ·s hd:t.khlc m--<l: pflUu&._~i,: fOimll 
tati-f.,n ru.tt,r-.J!i"y {us irrt0 his regu~.at -po-1#me--r:f 
th.A·@~ wdt rew;,in:h ru"iiU J¥.Jnisfiments, 
hi: t~.acb-cs. ;are ha..Y::d rm .r61 ·i _a(:ticns, 

rt1ay :n iTii:rt pcint be ~-ered. '"'""''·""'· '""""''" 
tt.ey :r~""n cfir_'IQ;.e 1;;1 1~mm ro God, re-
garJk'?:'-'" thd-r origin~ Ra.fftt;m-n ns.wr~s -ffle 
w.i:~lcl fhtll G-t>-i 1wiciti wi~ ~"n-~" 

man. 
'fite u.se of the word "from Kedemt·though. 

has-two connotatiUns in ll:2. One link~ the
of Babel. wir.h ilie first man and woman 

the aerual possibiHty of regaining 
u½6 Hfe of the Garden. The second reading, 

do not oaly re-place uoiversal huinanfry in_shap-
ing; hisrory~ they correct the failures of Babel as 
'!'el~ __ Ftist, in dire-ct contrast wiili the pet,ple of 
Bl!bel, Avram builds altars and offi:·xs sacrifice-s 

of God: "And he bui!, 

circumstance, 
serves as·· the focus •. fa_ the dese'*½, Goo reminds 
me ls:fai;:_liies. repearedly that when they arrtve in 
Israel ~ey will build a Templ.e V1here God's 
name Will-dwell,_ (eg.; ~tlt. 11: (!J. :r Instead of 
ronstr.1ctmg·a city 'rmd tower fry themselves, they 
will do-:it for the nazne of God. Once the· furad
ites ~~_trus·level of physic~. social, and reli

the rest of the ·world will follow its 
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