


Too Much Talk ill the Dorm ... 

Hamt>\'llser heliev.;s thHt the· spirit of 
halakhk~ tiogmat-isn1 that has co1ne to·c·han~cter~ 
h:e "[!onn. Tnlk.-i'' ;;houid be- fe('tified. It fa far 
fion, ck.:ff· thatti18Jakh~h -proVid~s ·rnore than 
very htoatfand general gu-ldt"lines in s<.hnc o-f _the 
~ensinvc area~ that h3v,e- h_een djscussed. yet 
these t-alks- proceed as if there has been an ac
c·.;pted hody of opinion ar,z,ut everything since -

_Srnai 
But what really shakes hs to the con: is the 

laundr:,, lisl of regrettable phenomena that each 
ne;v., ·~oc;i·Il'1 Talk~" qu.estion·-·sheet brings- up for 
discussion. unfurled with relish for all to see. 
lf:~ only early in .November. yet _\ve·ve afrea_tjy 
pomiercd the case of the ugly girl. and the case 
of rhe -cve.r bickering, ·sniveHin.g rrtechutanim. 
The rest of the· year probably holds similar gems 
in store, 

\Ve take an early leave of the Beit Midrash 
or hbrary one night.each se-asonj hoping t(lwiden 
our horizons and esc;;1pe-th6 nnind3ni_ty and.tri\r_-i
.:di-ty of our ·l'vcry-day affairs_. Until no\.v., \ve've 
he-en ~orely disappointe·d. l'e"od ch__azon 

lrunmu'ed. 

Biblical Criticism 
Yeshiva Unin'.rsity is one of the few 

Yeshi"vot ·that ·places any iea1 empha,sis ·un the 
:,tudy of B.ibfe. Hovvever1 due to adn1inistr.ative 
:a,itv and intcrnai politics. the Bible department 
lacks the structure and tracking necessary for 
efTecd-ve,.:instrUctio1L Nfany stude-n.ts, both in 

Yeshiva Colkge and B.t S1ern College, feel frus
t:I;ated _by the inappropriate student groupings 
within the qriou, Bible courses. 

--ln-M¥-Fi-there--i-s-a-wide-rang€ o_f--Gem-"a-F-a -
shiurim which accomodates various leveh of 
student ability. Unfortunately~ this -is not- the 
case in thi; Bible department. A student in Y P 
-_may opt into any Bible course offered~ regardless· 
of his prior background or traimng. This~s,ignifi
ca_ntl-y-hiwers the ievcl of even potentially sti_mu
!3:1-ing class-es_ 

ln .Stern. _there is an attempt at B-ible 
tracking'.- btH_ihe existing systein only.serves to 
weed om those student, at drasticaily different 
le\,-el.s. \3/hile r-he in~ein1e.diatc_ rind beginning 
kveis_ cater to_ rnore specific populations, the 
ad,anc.:d ievel has b:ocome a ca,ch-a!l for any 
stu(j~_rit \vith·an even rudimentary Yd;h_iva·bac\.
gr?JuBd. 

To accorpodate· those YU studeais_feeii:n~ 
s_hort-c-ha_ng_e.d· by .the curre.rit neb:i_1.Iou·s strtlcttu~ 
of the Bibie department, a ,enous tracking sys, 
t4?m n1ust he ins-tituted. Until ·a course o-f aCtion 
ls taken in this rnatfer. Y.H~ students ca.nnot fui1v 
_be.·ncfit-frum a pote.ntiaHy cnrich-ing and uniqu~ 
·e1~1oent ef their lnstHu.ti"on. 

:J 
Halakhic Repe,:cussions 

babbayit, ., they an· t~lllnd in fhe·hou,e, and ue 
tlrerefo,~ reapon•ible to introduc~ nne,f 
,hab~at al!d ,-J.,,/om ba:!'it in10 their hQu~.:
ho!ds. R,111,bam {Sh<1l>ha1 5:3) similarly com
ments" .that women. ~re ·~,i,e1zuyu_l babbayir 
vehen asukot bimlekhet habhovit," and are 
ther~fore responsibfo fOr the· m.ifzvah. , 

Bereishi-1 Rabbah a!sll states tha\ 
\\-'omen have t_he spe·ctal chiyyuv of ha_fr¢Sha! 
c-hallah beca.u.se "/!.dam ha_vtah gemar 
hayetzirah, hariihu kcilu ·cJwliaro she! olam,, 
slieiw'ishah mekatcah challah hesof 
ha~as(viat hachalla(l. '' Sin·ceAdam was God'.s 

-fiaal-tuuch-on-creation.-and-€hava camred~his -- -
death, she is obligated to compensate by 

· performing the final step in the challah mak, 
ing process, hafrashat hacJwilah. Sefer 
HaChinukh (Mitzvah 385). in his discussioR 
ofth', ;,,itzvah of hafrashat_chal/ah, hewever, 
does nllt specify that_ womt,n pave a stronger 
obligation than men. It seems likely accord
ing: to the mishnah, that women wer:e given 
the specific mitzvah of hafi-ashat chal/ah 
because they baked bread and men did noL 

The fact -that wo-m.en cati ·only-' have 
one husb.aild while men can- have, more· than 
one: wife -is-- considere:d· One -.of the curseS_:,., A""'\. 
w-h.ich Chava .received . .In Erui-'hl. lOOb the 
Ge.ma-ra comments--tha"i women·are ~·menudeh 
lekhoZ- Ada.m:". R:asht explains; ·'Rak 
i'flUthate~ret _uv0€l ish ·echad~." .a_ woman can 
only_ Il)_arry Dne man. Tho hala_khi_c .r~as~n for 
this Luur: need· not be· attributed- to."Chava··s 
sln;_ -A wOmau---, ca·n··otlly. ma_iry. one---man_ ir~ 

_auf u..ioJ, 1be.pat=iit~<:hH<kGD--!<> ~ --
established w.Jthoul a doubt. 'A maii' need not 
fimit-thC ntlmbei of his wives· sin·c·e he -need 
never doubt the maternity of his children. 

A hGlakhah riot mentioned in the 
niidrashi-m,' but rather in an halakhic source 
\vh:ich quotes Chava'.s s_in as i-tJ~ _.reason, is the 
inability of.women to recite kiddioh levanah. 
The She/ah (74a) comments that Chava's sin 
caused_ the pegam, the wanjng stage-s-: of-the 
moon. \\!Dillen -sh_ould therefore not -redie--the 
prayer upon-Tfre- new m_oo11, 1n Offie:ftt'f-':iffs:·---,----:-
tance themselve_s ffom Chava's- sin. The 
Shelah_'s _opinion..··however, has ·been -chal-
1e-Dge<l-. Th~--Afagen Avr~ham (Or:ach·_Chaim, 

_ introd-ucti~n to 426) Quotes a/ -Ge•1a-ra _ in 
Sanhedrin, chaprer 5, \Vhich states tha_t some 
,vomen did recite ·kiddu.s-h tevanah. · He then 
comments ~··1t1ashma kerzar diiri-.,ar.J.:hin ·•, This 
machloket · relliallis unresolved·: 

Fina_Hy ~ Avot DeR(lbbi_ Natu.,t: st_ates 
that v:omen are the first to -b-e melave_h .th.e 

- · meL' ·'Na.shim yotze ··,n -bit-chillah-_ lifnf;i 
hari-zmittah/'..,---sinc~ a_w0man fir.st introdltced 
death into the world: Aceording to- the T!tl
rnu{r iKetubot 20h)~ thh minhag applied· in · 
cen;,in c0mmunities, but n_o( in otht.~rs: 
·'nwkom sheit.aha.gu hannashun. lalz.,et ac.h-u 
han-dtiah yotzot. l-iphn,i!i h!l.mitwh yotz.e-'ot." 

" N_~ h-a!at_hi_c obU g~tio-,:l Wa,1 attached to woD)en 
leading the funeral procession. 

1Widrashfrn are n-ot · meant· to-, tea.:ih 
!w.fakhah. C.hiyyuvim w_likh_a.re _state-d as· hiv
ing emanated from the- curse5 pfa.c~d. upon. 
Chava, a_re-e.hher hala-khlc.aily tkri,·ed from 

::::: s~:\::1 o:t~:u;~:t:~:k:~~a~!1!!~:o~~ 
n3ture· they· are n.vt to be th-ought · qf as a 
pres-CtiptJ.on-fcr the oJndttion- af -.vomen. 



A Serpent for Every Garde11 

by Dov tli~is ing, you loot at. the c11rse~ a.nd at a modern snake's 
appeanmce and attempt t,neverseGod's staiements; 

As a Westerner Hcquainted with tales of basilisks, to retract His decrees within your mind. Tosefta Sorah 
lamias; dragonst :and the· Lrn;h- N_ess Monster. you (4;,17~8}, offers one of the- best example§ ·of extr.xpo
cannot help but begin a flight of fancy upon hearing latio!): 
the words of Bereishit (3:l): "Now the serpent was "And so we find in the case of the original 
tl1e shrewdest of all the wild beasts that the Lord God · snak.e ... who schemed. to kill Adam and marry Eve. 
had made." You immediately wonder what image The Oinnipresen(said to him,'! said that you would 
should squirm before ycmr eyes? Only later do you be king over all domestic. und. wild animals. but now 
ask the more important question: for What function. since you were unsathfied·, Cursed shaH you be than 
had God designed the· serpent? Focusing on the cru- all cattle and al! the wild· beasts. l said tha! you 

_ cial.second.question, RabbLShimon ben Menas,-,,a_. wouldwal!cerect like roan, but now ... 011 )'OUr /wily 
expounds an. optimistic view .of the primordial ser- shall you crawl. I said that you should eat and drink 
pent: human ·fare·, deliCacies, but now dirt shall yau eat all 
· "Woe for the.loss ofa greatservant. For, hadnob.~y~ofyour Ufe .. You wanted to kill Adam an;! 
t~e Serp_ent _been cursed. ·every Israelite would have mar_rY Eve'. so now Andi will put enm.ity between' you 
had two valuable serpents, sending one to the north and the woman: Yon readily note that what he 
and .one 10 the· south to bring · him costly gems, wanted was not given to him and what he had was 
precious stones and pearls. Moreover, 011e would taken away from. him." 
have fastened a thong under its tail, with which it 
would bring forth earth for his garden and 
wasteland."(Sunhedrin 59b) 

Yet, R. Shimon an·swers cryptically. What message 
does he wish to convey? from what sources does he 
dr8w his information? 

Malwrslw--Tne Direct Approach 

Maharsha traces ·the source of R.- Shimon's 
statements to the snake's curses: 

"Because you did this, cursed shall you be than 
al! cattle and all the wild beasts. On your 

----_.be!J* dtall-~~~.d.ia.'i'baly,0c....,at.---.. -
all the day, of your life. l will put enmity 
between you· and th_..: woman and between 
yout Offspring and hers; they shali strike at 
your head and you shall strike at their 
hee!."(3: 14-5) r 

The two activities iii R. Shiman's world 
parallel two of the snakets curs·es. ·The 
ambassador, who man might have sent to the 
north and south's fart)le,st reaches, must r.ither 
crnwlon its belly. The beast of lmrden, who might 

'---- mIV1'irrougM fo!lh earth w,-,~tleft,-f!lliSH!eW---~- · ·. ' __ ... _,, ________ ---- -- -
eat that ve.ry earth as ~ painful reminder of its lost Here, every extrapol~tion is a direct reve:saL T~~s, 
stature. Tasefta reaches a dltferent conc!us10n trom · dnt 

Dnfortrinaiely, Maharsha's.explanation proves shall ynu e.a!" than Maharsha. ln fact, in the imro
unsa&isfying. Maharsha reduces R. Shiman's vision ductory passages to his explanation, Maharsha him
to two dfrec! · inferences drawn. from the snake's· se!falludes to Sotak 9h-cwhich is merely an abridged 

form of the Tasefta-yet he chooses to ignore Sot ah' s curses. He also assurnes. that only these two curses 
are the primary ones while "Cursed •hldl you be ... " 
and "I will put enmity.,," play only introductory and 
$ecoaduy role~ respectively. Finally, he infen arbi
trarily. For · •·on your belly shall yoa crawl," he 
reverses the c1m1n to deduce that previoo&!y the 
'tfacha,h waited opriJht; yet, for "dirt illall Jmu eat," 
tllere ia no ailnple slatemeat reve,rsal, bttl rather a 
reminder of a proviou1 stah,re, 

In truth, B, SUMQR'• mental movie arises from 
a two-par! process. First, he has a picture of the 
nacl,ash, which he obtains from an analysis of the 
biblical narrative. Afterwards, he proceed:; to am
mate his oortrait within a worldly context. 

· Fr;m wheace does his pi<:'ture come? If you 
wish to consu:1,1ct the figure of the primo,dial ser
pent, there is only one SQ11n::e of _ information avail_
able to you--!he Torah. Oolv one verse describes 
the snake directly (3: l ), luviog you io either mfer 
characteristics from an analysis of its dialogue with 
Chava (3:1«5} or to e'l{trapola!e. When extrapolat-

sym;:uetry, 
From extrapolations like these, midrashim now 

attempt 10 construct a picture of the nae hash of which 
multiple variations appear in Be,eishi; Rabbah (l 9: l). 
According to Rabbi Hosh 'aiyah Raf?bah, it stood as _a 
reed with legs, &ort of like a skinny Qumby. Accord
ing to. P..av Reuven Margaliyot (Marga/iyM Hayyam 
59h:23), Rabbi Yirmiyah be,i Elazar breaks with R. 
Hosh'aiyah, argt1ing that the.nachash looked like an 
ordinary animal. Following R, Yirmiyah 's lead, Rabbi 
Shimon ben E!awr thinks that !he snake would have 
resembl~d a camel. Finally, Cass,l\o suggests that the 
bihii_cat serpent reS:embles an ancientCanaanite.ll?ythi
ca!.beast that was half-serpent and h!<lf .. man.(Me 'adam 
Ve'ad Noach, p.!07) 

While. you carinot deCisi"vely ascertain the spe
cific iinage that R. Shimon ben Menasya envisioned,. 
he probably agreed with R. Shimon ben Elazar. ln 
fact, R. Shimon ben Elaza, makes a statement re
markably shnilaf to hh;, counterpart in. Sanhedrin. 
Both l,elieve that the snake was ideal for carrying 
burdens and trav.:!Hing larg.e distances-a role which 
the camel filled in their day. 

= So, a long rirnc ago, R. Shimun was ~laing in lh.e- g 
beit mid rash ·with a camel-like snake an his minri. He. n 
~poke and his w,;ri;,h entered Je•uish lore. '~lhat did he j 
mean tfr convey? Pe-rhapt. he rr1eant to !-i.l;t:;w the ., 
greatness.of the primordial ~,erpent and the magni-· 
tudc of his subs;;quent fall in order tu cmphac"ti:tt the ~ 
severity of his crime. Or, perhaps, R. Shim.on focused. ~ 
not on the nachash, but on mar. and the change rn his ~ 
lifestyle ttrnt domes.ticalcd. SH:JL~s wouid sff~cL ~ ,.,. 

:,. 

H's a Bird, it's a Plane, lfs Supersnake! 
i 

Both of these p-oss1bilities appear i~ two vCr- ~ 
sions of Avot DeRahbi Natqn. Nwu haAieffo_cm;t:5 i)fl g. 
the nachash and Hs sin< Dis:cussi __ ,'.)n.,;; of the !.ierpent'~J~ 
transgression form a frame abOut R. Shimon he,r 
Menasya 's statemem. Also. A i·ot De Rabbi Nawn re.ads ~ 

~ ""fot had not the s.erpem _become corrnpte.d" empha
sizing his sin more than Sanhedrin 'x "had not the 
serpem been cursed." l'vioreovcr, R. Shirnun 's :·d.&k--·· "1 
me~t itself appears in a more hyperbofk form. Nor ~ 
onJy would .;;nakes bring "pn::dous gem'S and pearls.'. (... 
but also '"aU precious artifacts in t,he world, .. and "'no 
cr~ature wouid be able to harm them.·• It also expand~~ 
the second half of his statement. Not only could they 
bring fertilizer to gardens and orchards, the. serpents 
would cornpl~teiy replaC.e camels, donkeys tmd mule~ 

This version, which focu~cs on the rwcfwsh. 
makes. him: into the Supersnake"-,the mul:tio-urpos.e. 
inteHige~1t, invincible ~n11nal. Just looking at the 

preE.ehL lo•.vly, •.vimpy nachasf-r ;~rves lo 

illustrate his devastating p'unishment. You 
narnsaHy ask. whar--siIH:t1uld he sc.1. b;.;.d? 

A.vot DeRabhi Nawn offers three ex~ 
pianations. The beroita hefore R. Shimon 
portrays a serpent wh,:, \Vanh rn kiH Adam 
and usu_rp power, similar ~o the pigs 10 

_Animal ,Farm .. The concluding beraira fo
cuses on the serpent's jealousy instead of 
its planned 1.~oup d'itat. FinaHy, according 
to A. vot De Rabbi Nat an, the. nae hash origi
n3Hy ate from r.he etz hada 'at in order w 
assure Chava of its edibBity:, Perhaps, a:-. a 
~-mec----t,-.t.he--..sn~e .al~o S-u.Cfe-r-f'_.d- from 

the consequt"-nce of his gastr~1noi11icaJ: indiscretion. 
Of course, none of rhese conform with standard 

explanations or'the serpent's sin. Reading the Torah, 
you would hazard that the snake is not punished for 
any sin per se. Instead., Hashem punishes the serpent 
as an _instigator of man's sin--a nu sit, This instiga
tion alone warrants a severe reprimand. -In fact. the 
gemara teams from God's m,atment of the snake, 
that vou don't argue legal tedmkaHties when dealing 
with~ a mesit--·you execute him without deHberation 
(Sanhedrin 29b). The serpent's dialogue, coupled 
with his currently fOrkerl tongue. leads to the as~ 
sumprion that lashon -h~ra' brought Divine judgmen; 
upon his fiat head (Otiyot [)eRa_bbi Akiva~ cf. 
Tanchurna Yashan Metzora." 7). A trnd.itional, non
Margaliyot Hayyam-te.ading of R. Yirmiyah bet! Elazar 
labels the snake a heretic (Bereish,ii Rabbah 19: l ). 
According to Rashi on the .,,Vidrash. the serpent es
poUsed the heretical Greek notion that_ matter. spe-
~ifically the E;.tz l:lada'at, p!"-l:':9,ated God. -

Con.iinued on page 4 



~)}(\ , ,,!~!~r .. 
!_:< .·.•·. :J. ·. ·,:_: ... '~~i&e~es;_a spi~~I: of .. !14> .... lin. e1111 tq . .. · himse)C 
1c- · .... ~~~, , · man boat-

,~ .· tacbes binisi!lf >.to ev,iJind ,ijJipudty i,m-
!ft· ' . P. $s ifl<it_ to bis_ son as_ .. · well (Zi,har .. 45a, . . ~i.< . " . ' ' ,,,_ ', . ' . d. "- . ~· A~>,; ;R,, . ....-~r is quote :, ;1-U~t :5l!111e., 
Ii . 1o¢adon .as .saying that t~tplillhJhe, 
:il Nadtasl,,'s ~ntact wjth qliava\ lie was 
i:i able to inject his impuricy· il!to !)er and it 

•thus became absorbed i.nto b.er bocly._When. 
Chava. slept with .her husband, sne fOJI~ 
ceh•ed iwins; ~ne from the ~vi) side; ~at 
of the Nachash, and one 'frOln the side:of 
ho.l.\ness.. fromAdam,Kaym was tit~ ni#'oi'., . 

. tunate older son imbued \Vitlf the spit.it of. 
evjl, an,\l,lle!tl,was i:irffine(i.wi~tbe ~J!ifi.l' 
of holiiiess. Ttiese _il)nate ch~cter traits 

·· are ~P'Plll'.en1 i.~ theJife~1,1~ .~~~ the}'., 
. chose; as indicated by Rafhi' s expll!l*atiiln; · 
ofHeve(' s life il&cine de.voted to.the si:rvicll 
o{ G<ld, anil, the life of K'ayfn. 11S. :a ~,If 

. seoong one. it se.e~ ~s tho~gh.$e li~eu,f 
both Kayhi and. Hev~l. w~ pred~finild 

. from tite start,• · ·· • · · 



. ,,_,:,' ' . :, •, 

:-Jlrlii8fil~p.~,tien~e ·= l 
,,· •;,,·;;, 

.• kffe;~t . . . ·writ~;~11 the su~i~t offh,e . 
, .• , p11riish~ent aUto'°'d11-m,'.ChJ1Ya, andthem1fhasli, id;a thaiaii'~ai\nc~ Ieadst~faith in one's 

·. ·• .. • . .the,.sef P~llt\ as o,escrfbed .in pgr~hat ke~'eifhft. Soll\~. self ,Whi.le inse~~ntyr~.sults in flllth in. Go</ was by no 
, • ; challeilgethe nece~sity,of these p11114hments'. Q.r meii11s origimJted by the J<ot~jc.er ~av. In fact, this 

.. ' i(i,eir effic;ieyin,,'lt}lflidddh .lcimeged,tii1ddah fratrie- •bo!,!cepHinds el\pressifn iri m.l\'Il,Y areas of 'Jewish :· w'liik/ . . ®,u,on •w1ietli11r. our original ances~ tho:11 . t; · . .,-, .. · · · , · 
p1mw m,enf a oge ei-·. ei~ .Till: Gemq/a·(Ketu qf 

· · · · of all ls' thafof:the 
out 

< 

I 
possess, a land of hills and valleys, soaks up its. water • 
from the rains of heaven. It is a land Which the Lord r 
your God looks after, on which the Lord your God ,c 
always keeps His eye, from year's beginning to year's < 
Nd~ ~ 

· These two verses are quite difficult. for, as every l!J 
agriculture major knows, it is.undoubtedly preferable · 

·10 raise crops near a river where irrigation is always C: 
mbt~ -~han in a plaoe where'the only· somce of.~. 

water is 10,000 feet above sea-level, and benefitting S 
'i$'~J{.cli~e:: 

' chj,j:lic;te~z.~tioniQ.f(ne .serpe11(s.,fate·/? ·,;;:,,&;,,.,,,;;;,.,.;....;.;,.;.,,:;;.,,..~.,,.,...,:..,,.;.,..+ 
~j 11iinf sh111entc Thli piisuk telate~ . ·· ·' 
fh,e ,iµ,:h~~/s,pl.ui/shmtlnt as foitows: 

. : . . from thi.s. water'.in ,.cqnti.pg.elll-.llpon .dic:f· .•. 
"-',,..;....._.....,..;.......;.......;.....~'----, vine. biessing. Acco·rdirig lo the "'·:. · 

(lk~eisl\ft'?:14) .. ··.· . . . . . . 
, . ''MQ.le. cursed;~twl you be than 
~~! cattte,and all the \'lli19 beast$,:. Qn 

•y~~.,.·.~~l1(,s,h>t11 youicrawl. and dirt.· 
~if ylf\l ~jlt alt:th~ '.1iays of ~9µf 

,:)i~~-ihi:i1~isic·u~il:r~tatidink.1>f.,this·· 
·::?iifukC:art'Jiefound~mdsekheiSofah ·J;.;;~~::i;;J;~=====~~=~ 

•(~bf "I (Ood) de~i/4. • Le tits :food · · . . • : 
b~ t,he sajne.as thi!t of mari; l>ot now jt s,haU ea~ R, ·l',od'i,anan I>. Zakkai Wh<>'. ~pon leaving 

Kotsker Rav. though,. this depen- i 
dence is spirit11ally beneficial, help- N 
ing one lo develop a const,mt aware- . 
ness of God.' s presence and 'J 
hMhgachah . . This sense of.insecu- ~ 
rity .is unique to the Land of Israel, "' 
to this day. Therefore. although life 
in EretzYisrael may nofbe.exactly 
easygoing, and althpugh it may not 
run'as smoothly as it does in well-. 
to-do American suburbia. it is this 

.characteristic which makes our land the only place in 
the world where "The Lord your God al.ways keeps 
liis eye." · 

•lfust,,, Ras hi also understands t~cpas~k ill this way, Yeru:thalayim, ilocoqlltered. a young woman picking 
Hllwever, Ba'a/eihaTqstifM,fo,their.c<>ltlmeotary to. barleffro,io.tlie excrement of an Arab's flock .. \\'lien 
this verse, find this explanatiQn,difficjill, Although R .. Y~tha~an learned that she was the daugliter. of the 
eartli and insects ~af not be;U1e m9st'·falatable of'. famous'.Nakdim0;n b., Gurion, he w.as ;istonished; he 

~~fo~od~s. b~otJ!..!li w~er!..l,e p!!!l!lenl,!!!tifu!\hl.J!!Ha!.!!Jj,in!!&,&!llall,.!hthe~!oll!l!OdLJ!(JJl~e-ff~~cai&lcllc"1--d SS<§igaRHllti~g h~~Fc-lekeNahlbelheh>-4ian-,. ,wbivhiteh-eh--ltthe~r fFatlath1er~1-:--:--;---~~---,-~-·-·------------~----·-
couldeve;need1ci'ght-aHhe~iP"Eifoi.witqnglle-i;&·nof': p!edffdf,0OO;U0Ogolderi dinars to"tbe newlyweds. 'rhe holiday of Purim celebrates Jewish victory 
a, punishmel)t; that's para<UseJ.Therefore, :TosafqJ The young.wonrari explained that indeed her father over the evil Haman arid.hi, ruthless decree approxi-

Mixed Emotions 

!lssu~e that the phta~e. ".and ilfrt.shall.yoµ eataU the had··l)een quite.:wealthy. However, G_od stripped him mately 2.500 years ago-. Unfortunately'. 1hough, our 
id~s {}f;your life.'' m11st bell(,~Qme gre,ater m."oani:11g; of bis wealth as a punishment for his lack of charity, .peQple haven't alw&ys come out pn the victorious 
...... R,MenacheinMendel<:>fKotskoffers:an expla.· a~d. s)le:was left scroungin~ for.food, even in the side, emerging more often as the victims o_f oppres, 

·•· ,itil~io11 rt:Sfgndfog f,(/. t~~;.<l,ll~~i!,!~,. ofJqe Ba 'llie,i mosf.r.epugn11nt pfa,ces... Hearing thi!I, Yoc-hanan broke. sion. This trend motivated R,. Ya "akov · Emden to ~J'dstJf.dt; Bepen~nc,y, upop. ~K<idt!ffi·:11arllfh ·H11 out\ntears and .proclaiIUed, "Fortunate are you, 0 write in his siddur (6b) that the mirade o/· the sur• 
\eads m a uniqu¢ relationship With Hjii); an.d °'on- Isra.eL.When you abide by the wiUof,God, no nation vival of the Jewish nation outweighs all the miracles 
. . . . .. . en.c~ re~llll$';in;a . elati-0/1:-; c~ri roli ovtr you,Jlut when you do riot abide by the· that God perfqrmed for our fathers during the exodus 

:a. ilistanc~ 'n:o~: Mr~ .. wiH of God; he.delivers yo.u foto the.hands of a lowly from Egypt. Moreover, Moshe Rabbeinu himsel.f ech- · 

, • ·• f. . .. .. • ·•. · . • was the puuishmc;nt 
,ithe 111Wbl,l~h .. ~ was platedifito a pjedtcament in 

· ~~>tt\\vollli[ 'b~ V('ry dift't~ult to> tilaintain" an 
iii:tiill'.ite·¼esiatiooshipwith t.o!l: ffis jllOre than ample 
su~pl~ 1.>J;f<Ji!d ~~ulil not P:l'C~ent.iiny opportunity to 
1Utnlo.·ooa al1>11*' for&ll$tenallce, 1'fie nochash woo Id 

· ·•·. , ev~!Y vi~ liim11clf a.s indepen..te'tit. ,11111 in so 
~i>i~ wou!d s,~r his bon.4 wi.th hi~ Creatm·. 

~ _I ·U 
of the:·bea~ ofa lowly• l)!ltionc''.Tile Mahar~/ of m;:md for an alternative to the man in the desenMoshe 
ft8l~e{Ge'Viirat1faslienr:1)asl<s;Jnwhatway can r~sponds(Bemidbar 11:13-15), "Where am l to get 
· · · }onsideteo, ''.fo,tunate fur IsraelTAfter all, meatto give all this peopJe, when they whi~e before. 

:~kini! ~.iiilllttlie:suffi-,~nl! of Am ).'israel. me and say. 'Give us meat to eat'' f·cann-01 carry all 
·· · ,i~eot·dill'g tQ the Kot;sker Ra.v ,' R. lhispeople by myself, for it is too much for nie: If You 

'· . . . . . od,r.eSP,onds 'would deal thus with me. kill rile rather, l beg. You. 
the Jews do, and.let me see no.more of my wrewhedness!" Rashi 

l\' s11~e1.,,i i,e{~~o11sh1p between Ha.sliem explains tha(Moshe is ac.tuaUy refer(ingH>tbe wretcli-
.· . . .. ·. . . 1lllique,qul\'lity of Am Yisrael is -:"edness of AmYjsrael; and not his own. iThls .. ,s one of 

.~he:jl1rlar OPl!O~\tf!!f!'Jrepllntshment or_the nachash. sever-di instances. in Tanakh whe.re we find kinnah 
We. llie '.11e,~r:deJ11.c;fied lr9m God because we .can hakkatuv, a euphemism.) Hashem revealed io Moshe 

·il\;\>er:be &e!,'ure:·•w~ .are con.st~n.tly dependent upon ~he persecution the people would suffrr, Upon realiz
·l;Jis;mercy.·,aru;! tli#s we,·are paturally drawn toward ing the extent of th,u which his nation ;;'ould be 

. Him, 'flie fragile.e.xisten,ce of the Jew; which., at any forced to endure, Mosre became. depressed and de-
moinen~i can, fluctuate from ahuOdMt wealth, and elated, "If SO, !(.ill me first,'' . . 
S:e;,llflty<to severe poverty an.d instability is a con- . . Given this.sornowful thought, how can we. 
stanneminder of. this commonly neglected notion. honestly be joyous on Purim? H<:>':" can we dance. 

· · ·· ' · drink, and be merry with a dear conscience, knowing 
No OneEver,SajdAliyah Is Easy ihat Purim is·not the rule but is-rather, in.essence, a 

fluke? Tire Sanzer Rav.writes that forthisre~S\lll, he 
. used to start drinking the ·minute Purim .began and 
maintained .a state of drunkenness throughout the 
day·. it would otherwise be impossible, he .explained, 
to truly. celebrate the victories of the Jev,,s whil~ 
ignoring the tragedi~s which .ou·tnumber them. How 

This conc;epl .is true nol only wit)l regard to Am 
Yisrae/, but atso With. regard to £.retz Yisra.el. The 
pesu~im·. Whfcb (lisi:u:sses .the su~eriority of the 
Holytand read,. (D.evarim 11:8-9) . 

"For. tl!e land. whicli you are about to. enter and 
possess i.s not like the land ofEgypt from w.hich yoµ. 
!lave coi;ne. There tbe g.tain you sowed had to ·be 

· watered by .your own labors. li)<e a vegetable garden; 
but the lal)d that Y.OU are about to cros~ into. and 

. . 
Continued qn page JO 

,,. 



l 

··~h<:i~e: per$onality' a~d-~d_.i~fopmejli are·. 
attributed to its unique neshatn4~ endo,Yed · 
by Hqshem; and origi11a:I g'?fte,!_.lc oeoJllbilui;. 
tiori- received .from its p~rents, So· is.it 
one's inborn nature or hi~. environ·n:ient 
which determines the way he acts .and · 
reacts? This is the bask argumenfo(~en 
referred to_ as ''nature vs. nurture". When 
reading the various sources discussing the• 

~ story 9f- Kayili .antl Bevel, one finds indi-
cations that both nature ll!l4 nurture aje ·· 
valid contributilrs. Tb( somc.e.s",remain 
consistent in their development of.tµechat- · 
aciers of Kayin and .ifevel:. base<l_ \>D their 
own particular theories of. the. citeuni: . 
stances sµtrounding·theit birfhs,: . . · 

On ihe sixth day of creation;.alltlle . 
animals were crea,ted, along with nian:~f .. · 
iQn .over :attthe 'arriluals-ana.' alt rlfe'r-rnitof'."·"' 
the earth, in1endi~g for it to be his food . 
source. God also.gave man his one and only 
commandment, _riot to ea!Jrom-the Tree of 
Knowledge. _On that same day Chava was 
eniic~d by ttie Nachasli intQ eatjog fro!il 
the tree, and subsequently convinced Adam 
to dot~ same; Consequenlly;AdlUD .and 
<;bava both realized that they wciij -u_n- • 

. clothed and tharthey had sinned. God cw:sed· 
the Nachash:. as well as Chava, Adam and 
'the Earth itself. _He clothed them and ban.
ishei!them fromGiin Eden pertnapently .. · · 

· f . After the descfipir'on of all the 
e~.en.ts {h.roug~ ljl~n'.s expulsion..from.Gqll . . ..... 
'(;:den, we are. tpld of the c9ncepti0n and character. He did- not bel"ome d11SJ!Q!lde11t after ~;,°.J 
hlith ,of ,~a.yin and Bevel: .. And the ma:n big Gan Eden; ®lter; he ttieMi>t<1D1CJtis new en¥!• . 
Jrnew hli wi~; and she became pregnant. ri>nment by woi-ki~'.the land. . . ··· , _ . . · 
an,bjle gave birtli to Kayin, and$aid l On the otjJer !)and, Jlevel, the second- .so°:: 
~r•f . . . :m~~ (frOJD}.llaslzfm. And has a name meaning "viUliW ." Aftedein•i!ig Gan 

· h to his brother, Eden, Ad.am an.d,Chava.realizeil !hat1h~ only tain_g 
lie.it.el-: erd-; out everlas\~gis.Jlvodat ./fllS.hem; all·uthe[ventures.;.rfe 

• 'Kay in . . . .. _.. . .· ..... ·. . . . . . etl{i,<hif t11eaningless, As .ares1* of.this.intluen9¢. Hev,,J led 
4: l-2)" Tutise ti.v'o, \'er~s. leave roo!!' Jot a much ~ore. spiritual life. He was ,qbepherd; an 
\t~OJIS llll~i'pi~tll(i~s-·r~tard-ing ·-the. Cir~ • ~l!piltfon which did notin\tolVef ID!l!)b\,ffort, thereb-y 
c-~es ef;tQ!!Jntt), ofthiise IWQ l:)rotlv feavi11g his ntind free to C!ln!'eotrate on. ~rving ·. cJiltiJietic . . . . . . ... . . 

. . . . E:ayiri did not .understand hi$; bro.ther' s J!(!IY" 
o.f l~fe,. ~JJ!! hi~. prion'ue~ were . imlicati:Ve of. t~; 
Ka,:i~Jn'vest~ ll}Uchtime ,an<! tllll!rgy Oil the land 

}l!at;was "1irs-%f by,Ht.!91'eiti. ~e Wllli~ to,renirn the 
•· world toit's'(lrigitr,t\Pt'ffltine coilditi9ll. . . given. · 
· . . fle,iel was ~a/'lep,t b_rinfFhiS ,korhan to · · 
HPJfilfm,O and due to his oceupatii)a a.s ~-shepherd, 
U-veii«>cl<was always iiv.ailable f'or; . ;en.~ 

. ~:;1~~~;:~.~;~~~ ro:~ Cqlitiilfled on.pate 4 
· · · kar~n, . ·. JI~;. fliiyil!* .. ·Jtil ea_sier_ 

H~er was IDOl'e ~Pl'e~to lmiig 
~;. Be.~e_l ~~~_b.i.~ ,koi'b91i. f'.lilr, and, thu •· 
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,. · t::::::::::~~::::::e!::::;t~~:::::::::: rec.Qg. n. ii.;e n.'i.t.lrj.l~;staturfa~ iefr~in. from contra- 8:21 }, I believe its inclusion in th~ developing pal- • :.}.· .. t:~.:-'.·•.:>> : · ·· · ,_,_., '.·i.:~ · c· ; · · '·· ··1·1· · · " · • , • ) '. • .·· · ,,. ' ,.,,,, ·' ·· '"· " ·. '. ' '' ", '' · . ·. '··,' ,Ve:J;l!ng:c,dS .. f~t~,·.·s::r~ ... " ·. , , ... · , te'rn IS· ega,timate., ~ 
'·/1,il;''.'t11J!~~~l~i-o/i11rr~;li(ii.th~. Torah ,. i i: J'lte a,dq/114'/ii:p~YS;,a significi111t role:' in the To really understand 'the meaning of the E 

. ;er11senls us With two paraliel a®ounts of the Cf!!- :nllJ[faih a~ wel),J:'::_d~,,~tarrs· out 01) the,right track, mabbul, let us return to the <;reation. After God ~ 
.ilo~ of •man,.:wliJ@ hithlight _different aspects of.:· J:,pngfng an qffer:int ~. -~c:i!l. fronr "th!'· f~it of .the creates light, he makes a series ~f thre~ separations: !!j 
~othliis nature•and hfs pnrposi:. •'Ood created man in ' so.ii" (4:3), but "befot'e'f~11g.he fotlts up; mµrdering I )"God separated the light from the darkness" / J :41: el 
His image, in,ttie image R.f God 1le ~reated, him; 1nalr !tis" b«ither Abel. Cain'; ~~thougb he, as an 'oved 2)"Let there be an expanse in the mid.st of the water" . 

:· :· llln,:;:<Jt)i.f,il\i~loith\lm, ,'Be ·:Ol!µin:a'h, ·had. sweated,,to produce. fruit from the ( I :6): · 3 )"Let thf. water below the sky be gathered f 
;;, · .. · · ..... · · .. :.· .... · .. · .. · ·1r the A'.a'l'lli, :aijd' iµl!Stef it . i)t,;curs~d land;' 4id. 1n.o·r learn his lessoll, God ex- into one area, Jhat therdry land may appear" ( l :9J . 
. · (ye(<Ji:lv~J.i;<,1t' b(\~7'cZ8:), M~ ,~ chlitaofurized by -: ~1,ini~f"Hijrk, ypur bro~her!s blood cries out to Me This third separation between ma;ri'!' and yabbashah . 

{"5.. . . · ... . 1'.f~~~(W~)'?"U';''L~lir:,?l":I.f'be~-::!!!U~;t'cf.e,>;.£~llrJ.,i,s~ei!!db,~se;l!r.lvl§~i!s.~s!,.ac~s'i!.J~L...~in/.;;@~ fo.r much of the ,est of the <;l" .·.,. ,, . ,· .. , . ·''tb~":i: ... e. Qthe·tija ... hatf,:Jie;eutsetlfromJtheground;U'you consttuction:of-theworld;'developmeniof·other14' 
.::;::,: :,)Q!her: hiill'd; ·''!'1hen•Qie, Lord God malt¢ earth and tlU, th¢ SQU; it sha\l nl) lol)ger'yield;its .streilglh to creations ensue along these t:wo parallel tracks al- :;;; 

;~,.,:~eni,,1111d)hiji:e,~as no, man to till.the· S,\lii-.tbe ' yoii"'(4:10:12). The Almighty conveys rtie message most independently. The water trac,k: "Let th~ wa- ~ 
•', ;~9rd;g()i\;for1tti;d,m,1ll(h{i'ailam}<ftOllllhe·~liSI of ,()(man!s limi,tations even m9te forcefully thall be- ters bring forth swarms of living creatures .. :.Ood • 

.•. ;~~e1irtfr(h4 '~4t,z1n,ah:)~ (2:4i, '.7)'.:~ii,,it is i:'ilod ofdlrt, · · f!r~; DQ:W, eyen if:h!l .~otks laboriously Cai.n :will be created the great sea monsters .... God blessed them, ~ 
:·; ·Jl!J:li.fblspprp~jl~, s1:lilply tt:workt¥1\lnd. H11:maiiity , una)>le 'to eJ1,1J:act friiit from the .adamah"; Moreover, saying, 'Be fertile and increase, fili the waters in the i 
· '· : ~,:ver:yinl~lfa.pJirt Qftl\'¢'1111iuntt o~d~r; ~etso~bow tbe .,TQrah .. dtpicJs. jli~ ground i.tself as b¢ing the seas"' (I :20-22). And the land track: "Let the earth ..., 
'·" \iW)1J)t1vi!,-i1,:.oee11PYi!lg a un~q11e .P/)Sition ill. the; 1,aia(l{S,UO Cain.'s downfalf, a.sii provided the damn- sprout vegetation .... Let the earth bring forth every ( ~ei'~j!Y'•t th~. ~s~s; <J~,c~UU1111~~· mrut, 1<!; : iii;& ~vidence of Ai>el~;s $deicing blo()tf; l'he upshot kind of living creature ... ,God created man .... Ood 

: '. infl~l:'Ce natqie fri)g,.·,both within \i11d)yilliout'.ol'lie j~Jo11:d alld cl!!ar " kavifsk/i:a 'aretz et Kayin. Hope- blessed them and God said to !hem, 'Be fertile .and 
· twoelehieo~s of:tp'isdic;hhlomy ¢01111>le- ·. · · · · ·1 · · ' · increase; fill the .earth"' (I: 11,24,27-
\J!ieiifeachollier:·lllld,~f c~urse in te11lify .i 28). The land is clearly on a'higher ti.er 
Jiierge into a ~i11g!ecreature :whose Joi,,. than tlie water; the word sheretz (1:20), 
!S 0tojuggle them S!l';CeSsfully. J'lte 5<\•.' ·. referring to the "offspring" of the water, 
q11ence of sins ,and punishment~ th'!.t< ._. connotes lowliness, and. of course, man, 
fqllo:ws ihecreatjpnreflectsmilfl'Scf.aif.. .. , the highest-leveJ creature, is created 
ure to do so·. iind'.Gpd',s.ccoirectiye.:ef/ \,1 from the !and. 
forts_ ·· · · · · ·" 

in Bereishirs: 
pattern of punishment is plain. Adam 
had to toil and work the land. Cain was 
overtaken. by the land. In thth'ui'timate 
demonstration of man's inferiority to 

· th~ truly Divine, humanity, tpgether with 
the· latiil _and its other crea1ures, is wiped 
out by the iowly :water·. Except for the 
bare essentials for continuance, .all life · 
on the land vanishes, while the shirtzei 

survive without. a scratch. Chazal 
gleaned this information from 7:22; "all 

.that was on dry land (charavah) died." The word 
· · . · · · •, char(1f"* appears nowhere else in Se/er Bereishit, 
klt:, 11'..fe.w h#ll~~d je"iirs:ifter C,;i~'~ . ~d its precise meaning. dry land, hearkens back. to 
s"an9pJ,1~!Ji:fll:)ler µp\m tbe bir)ll nf°!!is the·yapP,a8'1afi of Chapte( I; the yabbashah's emi-
... · tin:0N~; saying, 'This one :will nence ovei the. yammim starkly contrasts with the 

·er o,en:;,~h4!>!ii:1'tu,) rtoin our wort .and . charavah's- suliorainauoii to the .. mei hammal>bu1. 
f.<i~~j~,llµtof.tl!,e vi,cy soil which This t.notif~reversal ofthecreation, culminating in 
'o·l!n~~a\c~si,,.(5:29),iluraithougb the re-dispersiun of the. mayim, supplements the 
''fl!.111\IHavor 'With tbe Lora'' .(6:t\); he motif oftiiming man's ego. If man, instead oh.1sing 

i!}d. ~bi snci!e~~:i.4 ~~er,sJng the for,,tunes ofllie resi his tzel~m Etokim t~ conquer natµre, allows. it to . 
,-(1:fltylllMily,uaQd!J[eLotµregretted(vayyi,i,i\'Chem) sweil his ego, then nature creeps up and conquers 

t):ii1flie baa made mllll vu. eai:tb" (.6:6), Lemell:h's him. . . . 
,: praye~ ironitaily foreshii~ows immineQt catastro• . The mabbul is a watershed in the bistor~ of 

~to· 'pbe •. Once .ag:ain, "th!! lanit· serves as a· focus of the man and his. mission. Adam was. intertwine,! with the 
fl#;d11st 'Torab'sd,escdptio!1 of sin and retribution: adamah; his 'avodai Hashem revoh(eil around ·a 
9-),·B:otli . The e11tth bcwame corrupt before God; the earth gar\len and a tree, Ante,diluviati m~n in general was 

u.ffi#o,ni;if . was,'fi:J),:d y.vith '.lawlessness .. When. God saw how commanded tQ employ. his Godly face! iq master 
,~~ his\~(l~, . corrupt the 'eiltth was, for.all flesh bail corrupted hs natur,:. He failed .. - No:w, kivy~kho/.,. God cha11ges · 
ha,der than l:lefore ways oi>-~h;:Gi,d said to Noah; "fhave decided t.o course. The message He bears when He sends Noab 
4d~''ilnd.1ilfhe: pUlan end .. to· all .flesh, for the eaµ-th. is fille.d with , out to rebuild the :world is very .different from tiiiit 

f~•the: veey s•.4d•ah. ·. lawlessness. bec;:ause of 1bem: l am about to ru.:,strQy wlikh. He imparu:d to Adam: . · 
_ . . ~~:les,ion\VhliaJl!!-~~ls lliemwith the earth'' (6:ll-13); [T]he Lprd said to Himself: "Never ag~m wiU I 
~~.ftoin g~,;r~: "{'l'Jl;ie ~ord ··~ (It is important to note .that here the Torah usestbe. doom the earth because 9f man, since the d~visings 

.. . . ~<!111t~gar<ten'Of~e11,t~.nll'the siuJ :w:ordareiz(earth); as OJ)PQSei! to adamah (ground)_, 
.. .&q Jte,'1!'lis., taken" (3:23), lie mentiollS !)nfy cettailtlY,, a 'significant difference. But in light. of a ·,, '· ,. ~.~.~~-.~,,favod. e,t,·ha'aiam«h";• lik/viosh number of references t() the. adamah as \vell, in the 
· . et.•'"-ut! is'~amig!y a~nt: May,be"·n9:w man :will &torY or the" mabbul (see 6:7. s: n, ancl especially continued on the next page· 



h{"aL stnnn10r and 
;!~~ill m-;t ccas-,•.". God 

and ·-;aid t<J them. '"Be fortile 
ini.·ft'-ase. and fiH the ~·arrh. The 
Jrcn.d of Vt.1il -shaH be. upon aH the-- &easts o( 

the e-arrt; tmti upon aH thw bifd:i ~r. the 
:-.ky_ .. and up!.!n ~1!! th~ hsh 11f the- sea; t.hcy 

into your hand .. 
be 

upset by man·~ iniquiue:,;: 
erGund because of yuu"' {.!-: t7) \viH no 
longer be God's puni:-:.hmenL God does nut 
bid Noah to inOucnt.'e Pature in any way: 
ins.1t:.ad, He :simply hands ii ever to him -

He ,rnc;,; aga!n ~a~V3, "fiU;,_!
1
h_,;R_~~~-~t·I:,· ~?a~~ 

r;;:plates ··and ma~ter _ - , ... 
the bcash; of rhe earth ... are given imc, your 
hand."' 

WhaL then. is the new diargc of 
humanity·? \Vhat has 
"vekhiv.siwha"': God has 
sint:e "the devising-.; of m;:m':; mind are 

. , He 11rnst wa~er down_ 
H~~ rw,crauens. }k no iorrger rlf.m-ands 
that man emp!o:,• the !;.elem Elokim _.to 
affrct nature. b:.;t dces insist drnt he- at 

I 
! 

to Qevarim 
pi,ssiMe s,01,rrce 'fo~ the 
1)1c iuit~vah of h,;,qhe/. · 

HC suggesis that iii HS 'day. -h~qhi:l iepfc·serited 
the eondu~ion of a- seven year cycle of 

Jn the- firs! six of th~ 
Shemot, Vayyiqra, 

Bemitibar .. {n · the sevcn~h ycrir. nn ~·ukot, the 
King would read sclel:'tiontr fn;nn the: book of 

-D;"'.:ridl, thereby con1yJeting tfie cycle o( limml~d 
Torah. Abnwailet concludes.. ·~Fnfrµ here :P,2-
mains t.l,e minhag >n bur d,iys. On the'_lasLda5' of' 
Sh~min-i Atzi'rct, Wh'ich :is. c.af!c,rsf,~t(·-hat To'rqh~_ 
we ~omplete the Torah. 
The ,?adol ~hebaqqahal 
stands up und complete, 
!lhe Torah], ·and 
re.ads... from 
HaBerakhah. 

pelling. T!ie Chatan To,. 
r11l1. a respected· mem~ . 
ber of th.-e·_ Conim1rnity 
who is awarded tl!e 

verv sim.ifar 
bei; hasl;o 'evah. C/iemila1 Hafomim uses lan~uag'.e 
similar to-Rambam~:,'in his descripticii1 of the singing 
and -d~ndng ·on Sfmchat Tvrah. He ·says th~tt_ i~. ls 
:nec:ess_ary_-atH:(µr~p~r, fqr e_V~f)~ -''. .. ~e_v,etf-HasJJ~m~· ..to 
exhibit extreiiie joy before the T,)uth through beau-· 

, , tifu1 niusic an~i" spir-
ited dancing. 

J us 1: as the entire 
nation p·;rticipa·iect 
in the m.it;:.'vah q:f 

t_ov. by 
the 

all 

----~------l_cas-t maintain the 'jancthv of 1~~t.::e!c~w=· -"t---,.,m,rem:it" 

Elvk-im ibeff~ this pr~r\atien becomes - nity,: ci:fi ;t~$iiy_:e_~-.O~e--
l!v: focus of ht;manity·s ~u,H1dat th~\rn.ageoftheKingin 
hr:shem. Whereas for A.Jam Go<l kgi:.- earlier' ({ays. Fur:thei · 
lated c..1p-Ital punishmem for eating from a support for 4bravanel's 
tr;;;-c ,); i 7 j. for~oah He v,;.iH oEly "'require premise can. 

,.,.n;ed:.:~;t~,,:~.nl:1.~1~-~-0·~ f~iu~::~1- ~:.·.~:;;i\:!i~~~1:' the p~suqim: 
. • u -haqAeL The 

t:logJ be sl,cd: for in His im.3 gt> ditfGod r:ardy,req~ires the enrir~ n~ti.on to in aflticipti~ion of-
Wake ma,n" {9.:5-6,L ::; sm'cif.1'0 . 0.erem•',1".'. Bn_·,·,·n 1-.1-e·wir_.f.J;.:. < h 1-' .j. f t. 'oe·c· fi]P e.·,·a~acpre· '"'d women 

\Vy.v~hogrod's theme; man 1s 
of h~s 01.vn divinity th&i he a-tk:mpts · to 

- t-- -~ ,., -..., v _., "' - ~~ m~rr .a[;_ -t1.~ izaqo:"'_9.._ - a.':' __ .,,, ..... ,~_ ... a , 
_ Tor@ commands.: -""G,-1ther fhe- n~a=u=·o=n=·~=~~·,w"e-,r~e'--tp~e~r.m..itt..e..LL.6-,.,·--nr""'t n1'_f' me;(,;;. ~ert'.on of 

'NDmen, and chiltlreTI .. th3:t they· miy heflr ~-n As - the synagogue to watch th,e· festiyitjes. ln 
prevlousiy_ ~bctViiC(L ihe \Vormi~ Wpmen u~etl to dance in_ the, crmrtyard 
ptay; a" .. ,ud.que role ln of the .synfi~Qgu~ on 5itficiuu TO.rah ev_E:· 
Shnchm Torah~ .. t0n. dle day, maily cc-1:nmunities_, there. h ilancfng 
play a unique'ro-1e< Ya< {p. wo1neri as weH. 
the 'CV(}hHion pT the c:hi!dren's The -chihlrce.n_, fHtYS rmd· g._frlS. 
the Torah_-com,p!eilnn riti!cL hi ihe pt~(·ed ,v-.. • h ,.t~ ci.~tber ' >5hnu lQf'-o;:. 

~;/-;~;~~t~: ;~~11::~,r::,:!,,~,'~k~;:.:tl ~,t:-;:',~: l.l{r;~~1,.·~.~,-,/.~_~,-~1"0:~-,---.=-~:,·,·_e'.::L,~:',_1~,:-.~.---~ .. -~,,·,i __ ·~-~,.:[:,.··,;:_.:_:e 
;::ustom \Vas; to de-Clff;1.1e 1he heads- ot the ·-a!im n.:..;;:; ,:·:.:: ..,_ -~:;: .. ~._,.: ... 

v..ith the T0-rah';-;'cfo1vn~ ... they ·'crowned StfreL Ta-!',ih as; ifrcy da-;,ceJ, -~rhe~e recorded ever:..ts 
nf the bab:·::s." E\tt:ntuaUy, the are simifa.r tu- current practi~fS-. 

chHdr.en · s r0k evo-h-ed inte- lme cnmmui'~al Ifihen::nt }e1: the nrimc Simc~'J.at T(Haft, th-ere: 
'uli."ah, kol hanne arim. \vhkh i.;v-e~y ch,Hd .seem3 to be a reflecti.:m of the ide<fs befon-d t\'l{O 

even tbe: youngest one,~ tvho are-. ancient ccr:emonie-5, Th.r- word sir;--u:hi;f-r in the 
heM their fc.fher";'l. armr;,. Thi:;_y, cungrcg.ate tn mind .th~ liimchat_ beit 
beneath a canopy of :a!iwt. an<l Hi adult rt::cltes 1tasho 'e-.;ah. whkh remembered -jn the jnyous 
birkhDt ha Torah for all- to :;uu,1.:\-f'r ~'amen.,~ cdeQrarion nf 

There is an element of s.uengthen1ng the dancing~ and tno,·n,w,1101 
cornmitment to Tnrnh that pa_raHeis the ~ one nf the irn.ppies.t 

'fo.r hreath between the two, 
national undernt•tndin:g of the ('..;:;ntinnity ~nd the 
timd-essm:.~~:,;. of thC kach!ng,~. 

The intdlecti1al rtaffinHiHhYP ,,f T ... 1rah 

haqhel is ·conjured the w0fd 
reaffirmation of the-c-omim1li)' -uf 1'-orah-nn Sime.hat 

re,arnorscen! uf.-the band Ant Yisrael 

true sense ln a thne 0f 
tude and fi-meks$0:C:.i,-
fio<l a F_) .;e!,::b-r;;.te them· in rniniurnri; fon:p_ uluB 
a t¼mt can on-e:¥ again fuHy expedcnce. the 
W\:a.hh and b-rc.ac.hh of the-fr k~-"~t,:i.ns, 
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"-'c-vil. n , -. . ---.-delineation- .hinges on a thaky suppo~itioo: _,;inic~~ ~ 
. Maimonides'. manipulation comprises not man had no free ch()lce. Cmempted by temptation'~~-

O~e of the more intrisuing '!naly.<es to be found in • only a clover rew'!rlnng of the story's perception. snare, unmoved by lust's libido, mar, could only be;" 
Maimonidu', M h Y t "j coneerna n biblical but, ln so doing,·a conceptual abm,t-face from the good; the cballenjle of m,n, God's challenge t,, mao<! 
nartative of.comparable intrigue: the story of man's questioner's assumptions. While peshar pm trays man was absem •. in its pll!ce a colorle.s facsi-mile of a~ 
first foll and· his •nbsequent expul•ion from Eden, as an insensible brute,.transformed by sin to a higher faith and its ten1ioo,. C,m this be what God had ;ni!J 
An analysis of the ·bibfical · a:ccount can. not but state, Rambam maintains the reverse, Adam's ani- mind, a religion with necessitv as its law" 
cogfou.rid the reader, the tiollt_'l>oth ambivalent and. malism ari11ing' only following his fall: "Adam un- Tra<!itim1 ha, it that a·t the time of Re,da,;i' 
ambiguous. But if the aa11ge <Jf significa.nce is theo- ·able to dwell in dignity is like the beasts thAt speak tion the angels asked God why ma,1 ,k,erved "'~ 

_, logicat.·con,,cquente, 'the1J 'one' pas~)ft:'b'efOJ'C'att·-m:n:~s11tmr<19:1'3"; -~~ l't!lnJ;"~"'ith-- recerve'tlre,'4'tl1ah 31,, rhei, ~'flw----!ra,lmortal::t-·-- -
· other• propels itself to the foreftoni of our consider- this formnlation, we muy overcome our initial ob'- answer has always maintained man', ,uperioriiy wif 
ation, namely, that of the forbidden Tree of 1Cnowl- stac!es. In so far as man', nature· was originally angels. linking th1, with the latters' free ;hoke Thi,'"' 
edge., m.ore~ not-less~_mora1,. he· could b.6 both commanded Characterization. tbOugh. threaten ... ".> our pat, but per~;; 

. · God warns Adam: "of every tree of the and punished. freed rhen, as wen, to be Man. suasive, picture -· also caJJing into question thciS 
garde_n.you __ are:_fr~e--~"<?- eat;-.but.as.(9r the Tree of :But for-all its no_Velty, scholars have lOng nature or the delicate dis-tinction between man and~ 
KMwledge of good and evil, you must not eat of it; been baffled by this Maimonidean depiction. How is angeL ;J' 

• for as soon as yon eat ofit, you shall die" (2:16-17). one to understani:I man's subsequent sin? How could How. then, is the ambiguous Maimc..nictean': 
What is the rationale for this injunction? There are man consider the inconsiderable, embrace the false? position to be interpreted" Here we may suggest a"', 
two distinct, but' overl-apping; considerations: first, And if such sin is the product not of novel interpretu 
why would-God proscribe any form of knowledge, man's choice, but God's .. pre- tion. close m form 
and second, why this specific tree, this type <>f planned and innate .. how· is one to to our firs1 s,Jgges-
knOwre(ige! ~n(i_erst2nd ,illi~Il~s ens-uinf punish- tion~ but con{:evru-

, for· fyl:aimcmides,. thOuih; the· que~tion _ -as_~. men(? ci.H_y worlds apan _ 
sUmes a· slightly sharper stin.g: -.Since· rrian'.s' tlnique,. Two suggestions have rwritcr 's iYnte · 
ness ·- tzelem Elokim .. is rootedln his intellect, any sprung up which struggle to re~olve Rabbi Siwl,m, 
limitation of the intellect emerges all the more this query. one, in -direct response, Carmv informed me 
significant. Moreover. if pre-fall man could not the,other, advanced by R. Bachye b. thar Rabbi J.B. 

----dmtingn_ish ·b _ tw~e_ir _t;~_o.d_-_ i~d_ -~imfch~is-rtre-· -~A·s~_-er:·f~~-4efe·us:e~t'¼·f·tt_i!f'Zi~-n_·1l0Si-:>·- SLilol-;fafridK, ·i;t··- a·n 
simplest explanation of tho "knowledge of good and tion. Bachye (3:6) cites midrashim unpublish,d ,s.wy 
evil"·- how could God punbh him for his sins? This which ailege that even angels, gen- d,'!!ing wah ;he ,in 
qn«y is more than specvlative; ma.a did sin and God erally immune to free will', perks of A.dum, ,ntn--
·aid punish him. Finally, th~ queoti"n to wbkb and perils, can occasionally sin. ln pre:~d the Will!:. in 
~airnoil~dcs ·di~_eCtir __ ~ddres-se~:-_h~ms~l!: _ the _boon -of s~1n_t1,r fa.shi~n, A:da~ a~d, Ev~ ~ay a way tha; assimi~ 

.knowledge a~oua1ed, how-could man be row~rde;d for be assumed fo have slipped om of ia1es the 
li.i• oin, rai•ed 'on acconn.t ,of 'hi• moral fall and moral character, ja•t then thinking, Maimomdeun car-
faili.ngf? _ _. _ . _- __ · ... -. _i _ _ _ ,_: _ _ _ _ _. . -_:\Vha.t w~s-for:·th~n'l M- the nnt_hink- eiorfrs ;.1.:ith those 

·,.. Maimonides' pivotal placementoftbh piece able. later doing the previously ut- of Kierkegaard . .-ts 
{Perl 1,2) ·- as well as his ·uncbancterigtio ~d imaginable. The striking sbortcom- he did nor haw· 1he 

-· . .- hOm!~ein--~t_t~~}~po~-: :tbe-::·,.1_iif-ieif-(JU~i-tf~µOr" -~-- tn£·or~-l~i~S---re·aiOBl~-g:·1ie8 With -its Rai;•s Pf:~mission tll 
refle~ts the gravity he· accords the quo_stion 81 hand. illcompletene,s; Angelic precedent show me ,he .-,wm,, 
II is in this ·Jigl'lt, and of eq11al · import, lhat we l<t•ves ·u• n.t closer to a resolntion of script, I musr wk< 
lltraggfe lo un&nt1tnd Ra1Ubam·s resolution. the procedural how, the difficulty full responsibi/i,y 

· ____ ·:l(-~_s: -~n-_aW:~r<d~_~_t_i~;ui:~h_e-~_ -_b~tw.e-~n.:- e~~l!t not_._-~~iYe~_t.:-but -~hi.f_te.f _Tht>.dH_emma ~eemer~~s, if fiir any ·and- every di't,ergencq fro-;n his intl'!'fti-ons,_ 
•e>ill!'trr and tQ¥ ,ar,,:, t,oth and (lllecho"d in con\£4, . aoythin& doubled. How could ~ngels or, man be ira,·irrg »orked out the detai!, of ,hi, co'tne<'tion on 
distl11ction IQ good l\Od o~ii. The sintple,t an,d lllO•t · expec't6d io do r:he ·hopouibl,:,, e request which phi,. my awa.J Kierkegaard, notes Heschel. believed ,hat 
•troightfor,..ard undersiandlng of this explanation losoJJhe,s have. uniformly avoided demanding of the must preHini dilemma confronting man i, "Ei· 
ooncems tbe nature of lIJ~al .ambigi;iity,. Tlie -teru,&: Ood? ther/Or: the 11ecd to choose between the aestnerie 
'.'g<,>od'',n4(·"evil" cxprow·a0Jiii11uin:p1io11: that wllich We must tnrn, then, to a second option, more life and the ethical" \A P,ission for Trulli, 109). The 
'U1>uld be done la "gootf' and:tlla, which &llould not appealing, if still trnubling. R. Yoizel Horowitz, in· teru: ··aesthetk" is used here in its broadest ser,se, 
is 4(~ri1U:<~.6:~~/~i~_5~1'-~-c~,~-~~t0._-_,\~·it~_h-;t~ .¢·onv·ic- hi.~---S~ftr:M(Uir_eig_~_ ha'Adam. ·posit~ that" original referring not only to an appreciation of beauty~ ·but 
tion tlie11 (baf'-,,.hi~h we term "good" would really be · mim, like the angel., had no inclination to sin. Buili to aH form, of s•1isfaction. The ch0ic~ then He, 
''1:f~~r tl,~- -.;i~i_ch.)K:e--:~all_ !-~.e,~H_;-··_::_-i:o·_---~~u~h~_- 0 t~bo.'} into. -~is. _-mak_cup; _however. was the- ability to be between the- "cthicfiJ" ind the ""aesthitic." life, tQe 
L•~i~-~~e·:;~~~~:·:tti~---r':'~H_lt\·J~:·_cl.ts_cr,ib~fi con-se.,. 11nieJic:·_t'l~ i_onget_·'"'--rrian .. cou_!d-ch_oOseto have_free !a_tter:· viewing "moral Obligations as related to the 
qnttttly." tl!e terms inhcrent-lo·OIII' ffl()tal vocabulary . choice. G·oll left man with ibe option to switch frnm pursuit of happiness" (109). For !he aes!het~. etti,' l 
~~-·i~-~.~o.:ic;~~~tt.~iJtf>oQ.i:·_the·,,:-e·,-y qateg.o" a;utolllatk_ to- rilanu~J-J11ode. to override ills natural Pro·e:_cription;is lose -their characteristic edge;· _m-0r~·1-
tii,ttio~:.. w-llidt they llo!'e ·ro c1mvey. TIie tbeologi- tendencies in order to acquire fre" will. God advised ity, if merely a means t0 good times. may' e ,., 

· crd t•g~ .. gGcd'' aad."evil" panjadll•nnont, but do io man against tbis, th.: potential gains not deemed ficed at the whim of its lc.seper. What this 
while -aoinowledgfag t)tat, s11ch judacment stem• worth their parallel hazards. Adam and Eve ignored though, is ,wt oniy the potential viol~tion 
fro_~--~-~t~~tBty~_:-i.n_dec.i5i_oll)A··aB ar~n_a whoS.e pa~ this warnillg,\htn!ng precisely to get rhis··free '3/i:H, law.but also the ineVhable.confusio;i of. 
rametc~--'3:~,:'by--:defi_llitic,n_~ .~nel~~r. to-.ffiake this -tranSition._ The- enigma cf this explana- verinf from halakhah_' s four ells, he is 

£4't"'.t.;.c;e:ay:er_t,e1Y~im_pliese~_nit:ade .. ~ndthui. tiOtI""_!ies in itS a.Wl.-ward haiance· -~ as wen as in the conflu"ence- vf choice. As .long as mav l:s b.o,und hy 
iD Q-Ur._e~pfrience:, i~ !C:lc-~a,~ed -t()-: the: ~ealm :of f_~ct~ O·bvious question which frames: it: wh)'· woU!-d God God'-s law. his Hfe -is. if not simple, thf.:n ~traighr_~ the 
oae .would--~ay_; tha,--:tbe --:,_,at.otD~nt ·:The· ·earth is offer Adain .this .boilicrsorrie Out? 'Why provide-man demands of hiin "laid out In black and white. Bu! once 
tou11_d:1'>-. -ls-''"tru.e,n .Iu)_t ·-"'_go.od:.'_~ Nof 'a ·ma_tter 0-f with an imuecess-ary and· undesiia_ble means to_-cjr~ 413.n ·\•e.er~ from_ -this, absolme path, indec(sion 
o,fJini11e~-- t~s_te; nature ~1:r nurture~ fact. provides. p_oor cum vent His wiH? · abounds, cOn1id~r8tiqns based on relative factors_, 
f?d~eiJordeb~t~.__Jo Hle mitn~er. oi-igtn8l~y-sin Was. At the Same time? th-is ·faile-d s:o!utlon -illfro- by nature~ indefiniJe and incqlcubbie_ 
~.in-t:a,h!~;_ob_ser..aoce. ot.tural.andcx{)t'.cted .. Man_·s dm:::esi fUld, tffcctivel):dra:matize-s. a_Se.cond ptob_l.~11,1 This~ then. explains the 1\.1aimonidean 'dis-
p1111jehmc,nt- was !he blurring of these tin.,s. the with our reading of th" Ramt>am: why did man need C,mrinued "" page /0 
eon:!'uion implidt in.the de,criptivo~ "good,. and to sin to generate his own free will" Maimonidc,s · ] 



Rli<IC. 1ainjng our ,w,:i}· will. ironi~auY. by adhering 111~_~\ search for the deeper Jl)ell_Qillg behin4 ~ae_fl. of 
. t,; ·oi>d · s will.·· . . · . . tbte di,,~rei cha~al thei:e quoted. lie re suggesting. the 
-. ·. · l'liil, lieli:ilf findi a prqirune11! plllce ih}Jicb:- a~rementimied inteipr~liitien: • · . . _ .. -. 
i•m. ·as Well. MOSl'li de!lcend.c· fro111.boaYe11' canying ·- ·t.ast!y. WC IDUBI po/Rt lo all iDtrigDill/! pautc 
two t.ablets. The writiiig <;>nlbese·tablets is doscrlfu:d lei of. pb1:aseology between .Maimoniaes · and. 
as being rlwrwt. ""graved. Comme_ating oe thi, v.:he. Kierkegaard. Kierl:eg"-ard, -by "llestbetic" .... liter
though the midrath rdI1te!'pre1s; "rrl tikri char11-t <Ila ally. Ibo appreoialion oftbe beautiful -- refers-broadly 
du,r,u~ - do- nol read "engrued/' but "freed.om.'· to any sati,faction: One who ·ohomes io·· Joad- the 
Whal doos freedom have to do with the li1chol -- aad ,..aesthetic lj_fc, relates moral mandate• to the punuit 

ti.oc!wn hc,ween emei 1•uittku and 1ov why should we mistrandai1 this word? Tho Rabbi, of bappineso. Maimonides, in the section: at bond.· 
,,,:,r,,. The 1¼0 terms. as in the first.inswer, here. evidently, ~re not sug·gesting a linguisti_c emcn:- . equates tov and ,;, with na'eh and m,gun,i, - beau: 
rol~retvvaryi1tJdcgrecsofrertainty. Herc. dati<m, but illusv11:1iag" or1,1cial concept: the Tornh tiful and ugly • aesthetic terms. More than a more 
1hottgh. they spring simnltaocously, man doc~ no, chain man, but frees him, rbe:fol!owing of commonality,_ thi• correspondence reflo~t• the rola-

. afforded the ~hoke of ~ither ef these two iu precepts our ultimate, if not •!ways clear, a•pfra- tionship earlier ouggested, Adam confronted here 
«l models. Had man ,wt transgressed. be tion. with the dilomma ef all tnen: Either/Or. 
~- _ _ .v;ould _hft•e t:_oniifl_ueti to -r~ __ a°d·-th_e· Hf~ o_f _ Appr9priate_l:i e_n011~~·Jt_iS M.aini~O~,d~t,:w_~?-

·--c-"-c---~,·- -~1tlm~ift-1<>:fhe rrt!m·of--lll>I....GIUJ..XUU:eJLh.i~reeme11t- with this mil!ciole, 
· ~ rpv ,·ara preceJed. not followed his sin. but-extend• it roan 1mprecodentcd degEoo. Io Jewish 

~ P"'ing its way. law,_ before _any wo'."an may re°!arry she needs to DirectForce in History 
· co,rtim,e,J fjolft pat~ 5 

This idea is •lluded to in the very recet\'e a bill of dn·orcc from her- husband. his 
verse depicting man--~ fall. Immediately . agreement a prer.,qili•ite to the _g~,u~ltin pro~es,. 
prior to eating the fruit. the pasuk de- Yot, Maimonides allow• the courts to force a recal-
scribes Eve·s motivation, Vateire ha 'ishah citraut man's ·band, '·lrofin oto :ad sJt~y0 ,,.,,, rotzeh ever, p¢rhap• the cause for celebntion is aot the 
ki mi-. ha 'eiz/ema 'akha/ - and Eve saw t!Jl!! ani", until ho agree& to divorce bor. B.ut if. the Jewi•h victory altogether. TbeA.ri z"lcomments 
the tree w~s good to eat. Whal Llie Torah essence of a divoAOe is nor a formal acquiescence. tliat ,,.,,;,,. i• comparable to Yo"' Xippur in it5 
implie.s h.ere is twofold. On the simplest butthehosban4'sinnorintentiou,howcaotheforeed capacity 10 hri1>g one to Dev,ik;wt with God. 
lcvd, we should note that the cu~gory of ac, of a prote•ting bu,band be accorded Jeg11f st,uus? · ·Maybe.this· ii, due not to the veoe, "'fbe Jews 
tor has afready been invoked, · prior to · The .lcy, though,-for Maimonides i• that.he believes CQJ'?Y".dliglkand.gladness, liappinhsa ~od ~ooor" 
acrnal sin. This first observation sets the this man's "rotzeh alfi'': all Jrws want to-ol>sorvo the {E3 iflcr S_:Hi). bot 11> the fir.ct that, "Yuhno a,n 
siage for its follow-up. the -reiteration of Torah's ·lAws. Consequently, wlien. Ile acted against ultad mefuzar 11.mfarad -bein lla-·amim (J:8)," 

::: ~!~~k;::::~~:~i~:~~~,~~;~;;;~:~;;~d ~~: !:;:: ::;:~;-;x:::!~!~:=~~~o:r!p::.,~ _-I_::;{ ;7:i::~o:p~;~?E::if 2::1i::: :]~ I 
she prnpelled herself imo the turbulent , doing wltal he reolly- wants to do . .Pur physical force , 
arena of tov and ra. · is , thon. just -a pl'od, retilil'ldiug ·him of_ hio .!'""' context, thh lll~J'. be uudcnfood_~~ an ~,scrti,,n · j 

________ such a concept rernlvco both of wishes_. Memory jarrod, man, c<>ntrite, next calls. of_ lhe u_ttiqaeqeS& of Am YiJrael, ,qu11litlitiv¢1y · l 
O\!fUl!•'arprolSleriJsw1ffi"MiiJjjjorude.:~-••rr,tznrmrf":iflffl;/i"at-:(;!U1W'h'zl':fictl!T,----· 1!:".l::a!~tw...fwm.tb.U!t~!.Ii<1UQW!,,_,_-+---
('~fl no long~r question. in the words of This eiplaaaifon. af:mo•t coantcr- intuitive.' - -- - -'fbe .ie-wislr P"Ople is unlike any i>thcr f' -
Lawrence Berm3n, ·~_~<'Hv .,,th~- -jnccrrupt- ec~o~s ~or ~rese:n-~- ~ont_~.~tio~,- .!\s._-f?·ua_datiQtt _bff1~t -n~?-~~,.-Jf i~:-:r.f_adily_:·8J?Pl;ltemt _ .tha~ -thro_u_~fmu~ 
ible became corrurt" ('·Maimonides on -On a stroni link bct,,,.ecn God's laws and -man's hi~tory thue i, some supcro.aturalforce guidina 
the Fall of Man'·: AJS review 5 (l 980): J 1) wishes. Given tl;iis conl!ection, it is a logic.! leap 16 _its .way. This i• not bocau,e the Jews l\ave J 
-- man was never on a higher.plane, he ,vas re,,~rs~_tb_e -~I~~f,,:.t;oo~s~fM. t·o.o_i1.! -~e_a_l ~n~enfi_o~s. •!'3/aYt-~fl:-,-~t:-_pea~_e __ ;witl} _ hs __ r~_Jers, fo{ th~r. [ 
only standing at •, fork ,n the rnatl. More- j:lignin~ tbem-'witll-God' • commands, heeding these.- ot>vionJly have not. Nor is it·due to the fact that · 
o•,er. man did have free choiee, free to instructions in an. iret>ic, affimzation-0 f free will. fueJews'_haveexperiencedahistory-ofrc_ligia'"s I 
c~oose between t'-'O confhctirrg way• of Remarkably, Maimonides is so cmre ef this conccp- free<lom; the fact, proclaim othen;ige. Whsit, 
\He. free to pick Elthe1 'Or. lion _that he -acco,d1 it halakhic status, addncing .9 ihcn:_makes us an "'am mtft1uuf?" H iG t~ 'God 

--- ~--AeooRii-ng--te-o11r-aew--€0Mq_1twe,____la_w__no.t.futind in Ml-" otheL~9DTC~. -~-----1--l)as_ soinc -.,nprome pJan fer Ui, to the"extet>i _that 

_ however, -Inc question must be shifted. A Kierkegaardiao rcaumg of M_aiMonidea evi:tn:h:e,:nigcdie..--..e-·experin,c~~ffle<l---'-----l---'---'--
God granted man a choice. But free to carries with it a conse,qacilce: even as- tov and ra the rules of hi5tory. This, too,- is a call.&e for 
rct~io thi5 choice, or !o ,ubmit to the exi&ted pre-•in, f!rut and skeker remai11. post-sin. If cclebn,tion, even if at·times it.'seems-m~ like 
&tnctu,c, of codtfiod iaw. why should man we return to !be ideal• of iibjectivi r:iglli and wrong a cnile ·for mouraing: Bei11.g the chosol! lliltioil 
g_ive up his free wHi? Why op! for emet we will han feand the cur~ 10 tl;u., tov al!d _ ,~ doem't mean. that ena;ything i& always gratlfy0 

u,h,,tu over toe Yara? confrr_sion. Wo noed not, though. talk in the ahstniot: iag .. We ·mut rement\)cr lhe second, -less~-
X'ieri:egaard hilll.lielf·wreslles witli Hie Torah is iute11dod. to b,:,. ~I of st1clr i,._w;· lflate llalfof 1l Y11clitu10rt'.$-ota1itmeet wluch.is. 

this issue. _maint&eing, paradoxically, that universally 1ppli~abk, it!lmlltahle'. ilnm1>ne fro~ i•ch!d.ed ia li:is ,aues,meal: of iiti.e! at- ii fin¥:· . . 

:::i:ng ~;!yr:~~taia hi• ftee will by reliJI- ~::t:! i:tj;::: :::::!i' a ":i:!i!m:::v:;i;; I HR=~~;i~:l"P'~:_n ic11ltb(il• n:~pelitatt.:?~~( 
The moil .tremendou1, thit>g which ha, dtis idea: "Thaalc, Y 011, Ge.I, fnt g:ivi11g as a Torah of -,,p_..,. ""- ~- ""' = - - iv, 

l,ec,i g:rnted lo-mau i$ <:boioe, freedom. ·1111rlt."I ~~: ~-1~:~gi~11ec1.1_. eb-0 •• r~~ioobg •1·~~-==ryu!,1,~-
_ And_lf'yo•deso:e to aavcita11d preierve it, Mailbi>aidca.ltis1sat'lilis•otionlalerh,-thc .,..,, •~ Q - ~ "-- • ,_ ,..., 

there is only_ ®e- wa1: in Ille very same Guide, (ll:30} observi•& that '"Wbou tloe ,crpcutl ~_'.'ldY,,~: ~oembs•ed.1, __ 1:"::.~::1'.-~,.:"'.;.,~~ ._. 
•ecot>d -m>cOJldi~ly ud ill·eowplete came toE'le11e in{ectotlll.tt withpc;1i.iOU: tbe 111:aci- ,,_ ~~ ~ - "'~ ,,...._,. "'-o .,....,. _, 
(C.*putj.ion. pw it b.t.c:k to Gool" (Joarnal· !tea • ...tio stood itt Mount Sinai, remlfW!d 6oat poc\soa; lftarrar.· Jlct!:&&, tire .sy.iilbul \!lf tede~ w · 
e111ij, 414. in:. n.:idtel 109). 14ola_mn. who did n.ot »tffld at Movat Siiaai, un,not - the .oafy reumi ~ 0:m· 1~eleiratl.t,a; the · 
· llndetljingllri, COOtelltinu is Ille aotiou gol!Q rid of it." Thi• allegorical IA'tCOlellllltiPtl of _,,rot, 11:JO, whkh ~yl>l\loli~ llltr ,lbe1;fr,d•-· 

that .l!lall cu OC el,s)aved by emotion. thJ abo.e ideas: if the pol1oa of tbe ~-t Wll (HU tioljabq, with 0~ ·..-ht:o )'!lll do ftOt ~--1,y· 
_ "Mior.llia•te de4in, Hd - · i,p~ta.t mor,u_ et!-reliance :. tell nd ,... __ dice lhte &utidotc. Ille will-of Ood," a w0111ly <1(-01u.~. -_-

p,,sdw~ .. ,"' •erviwde rednciiosJ 9'14 ti!! is Tm-al, 01J1ervance, thi• strict "etkical orioalatioit~ Jwt_ .. Ike fate of tho ~a,'-, eltho-i&b:el,d•_t 
tlieit .&cc' .. 1-Pe.niili a Lo t, B<iook 12, tin•& .,f Kierlicgurd. Dli• Int interpretatiea is made caliy ttatil':riag_ wa• 1piriu.aJi_y-dcvuiatiu3. so 
_Sli-901, · M.'1 uaiotem1p1ed exorci;o of more plausible by Maimoaidoi' ,;.eface 10 tlii~ verv ~ ooes_ the fottuae of ..\m Yis:rael lie aot ia its 
d,oice is. i.eo:. 1u,nt1,Jree • .,,.,,.,tf~ hy- p~auqii.. warni•g that hi. •talel!!ettb here •110014 I m•lm•t proapeat_y. but nitber in ita •iii,itua1 : 
th¢ __ iictate~ of ianr,r eompobien, ·~oir- be takea at more than face· nlae: · } aJtachmet>t to ito Creatnr. - · _ 
.. cnoly, bJr fo!lowiue- God's ·laiv man CM - J 'lll_ill tefer-also·ro cortaia !hi11.g, by mere hiata, jast • 
·anaia fiuaom, tile laws. f~!MdtCli& qf Gitt. U ha, been doi,e by lhi, !llg&S .... l Will thcic/ol'C got 1 f,r·,,s:"i,efar,'.~ !-,"~--J,I• h°!,.':'Gi•n~ti:. c:_dwe:_e8i:.,"'.",. 
-~u-eption, ,;~,._,_,.;ve <lf 011r t,~e ilc:flrea. add lOl!g CXJ'lan.ati~a,, lcn I illalc:.e U,cfr •lllte11,1ents ~ .,.. - ., " ~,,.c -· : - "' •- ~ 
Tlius, K,ierkg•ard o.dvi1l>• 18H a~ t<>for- J>!ai11, and f might thus bcc(lm,e a "revealt>r .-.f s,:- ' r,,_1 <>f Yeshivat Slta',c#yi,q. 

: •R'.t.)tis 'rrei, "'ill· bot tt, e:,:chaqi: tllat cr,:,tt'\ ... 
. wlicli we label fr~a 'lfiil for the g,:,111ilne Hel)fC, OU Uie _ lu:eis of thi, crypti~ J.)fC.l'f"1', we 
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for_ ~he_ .,hqtjhe) · t.,Ci~nHn}y;: and .the pepple g.a~h.er sadne5,; (S,•forenuj, bm it BHHi ahn be"' :.i:mdwh H;~-d ~ 
"c_i_~-~er, SHr,ro.1.ind.ing.J1im._ The T9fah ·ts then placed etlipses the rnof<:f joyou~ _m{Hf;t::'rtt\ i)f rht p3~t;;! 

T:n Etf:lt-~¢u_t·.tir:r~e,~ • alituh·fr1-rreg'fi_ brOi.1ght _.uH b,efo_r~_ th_e_-~in_.~·-, _ _d_I)_d _h_e· _recite_\f~e-- rc~_olar ble~_:,jngs (Aviezer ). The f ewi5h ~,copie mu~t tw- t ~i_n:fol 10[ 
·-O{ktt~Iyi,.ir_ae'_l_-·_tO' _Jer,t1,s:tl}t?Ul' t~ree titnC.$ _ yea:f lY 'ror, on .. the T_oral1 SUP.f'l:e_~e11t_¢d-by _;~eV\!Jl adqili-~n,td ones ttillt!rnht~f th~t Jt Vi a ··simchah before liush1::rtt ,·~f->• 
the-. _ch~_g',;im __ of Pt\fll~h,. __ ~h~:vu-'_ot ao.tl,-Su_lot, Th~" unique to:·thia Torah'_rC::adi:ns .. _+-inu1ly, t~e King reach S'cW<e't\fying Go<l'_':; rw.mt:· {hough t.rnaduherntcd j'jj;,;~ 
Tor.ah and .. ~~haza_l..saw 1bet1e_- trJannuaJ gath_eri,ngs a.-;_ a the :sdec_tioris 'k1'ud1f and __ doQ:d_)'_ _for all to hear. without loit,in~t their __ foc:is arHJ rKl insr Jn.;i:H-;;tn rrr~ 
rare .On,~ortu'nity. for th-_c'e-stcibh.8hJile __ ~-uJ_tp_ubl_it _ri_t_U·· What i! interesting ~bout -haqhef. .is that qH iighrhea::fod {Keli ,ruqur ). Se/er fiaChinukh in · 
als.j_~1~Qlvin_g.- the, eptire .n~tion,_·_Q_rl--Chps __ . fhtSukat, o_f.-Kt.•,uset Yi.naeJ),.,· (_¢quired to-Participate. Though Mit::.vah 488 ex"plains that the rom of thi,; nuf:.•--·l~h"'i 
t~:Q. _s_uc:h-_c.~re~~ni.e_s.·t~ok p_lu:ce·_: __ Qne_, :hqq_~~l. ~igh_--·. ips clearI_y'athoO:-h(iund:c.orntrlandrneiH, from which s'iring" ·f"'·m man's tnl•cr-nt necf• L,- r";ci ,, r ... •~ 
H~~ted:the .i_~port~_nc_e _CJf ~or~b. in ._a.-Je:w·-s r~l_ation- W_omcn ·_arC .. t1-1)1,1_a!ly:·.cx,~n}p_L 1he Torah ·_explicit_ly. :l.-'.,~.'.e,ro,;,,:,,,m~ :~; .',",'te,,,:,: .• !~1:,T!'1.·1e, ~c.:e,,'·.·,·,·.~ .. r ~.:!;~.·.'.~~.; ',i,~,~.·.·,:.

1
ii:;,~.,ii_ ship with God. The other, ,iinJchat beit hasho',vafr, states that women arc required to t0lce part in huqh<i. " _ c , .", ., _ ,: :, '" .• ,., . ,, _fOC0~0·9·.-4e:-:.~fmffi'aJt::&s ·:3_ .m~·a-!1:s -of.- coune~·ll_ng-·w-i-t:h:!·~ ·N-?-t--a~·~1e·~ft!-~ttl~~~~n. but i:om_parahJe to·-_-man~s inborn. !teed_ .for·· food ac,; a~ 

&slirtn. · · the-Torah al.so re.quires t_hat- t-h; parents-. brillg thei-r sou'rce ·(~f rwurlshmein, EvetyOfle· ts :requin:J· io par.:.~ 

ASeptenniaJ Gathering 
children; who do not evert necessarily understand titip-.ate in this joy. Men and womefl n:.HJst stl.rrOuriJ_N 
the ·events. that take ·place. themselves: with material things, ,;;uch as meat, win.:.,:. 

ln maukhrt Chagxigalt ( Ja), C/,aza/ explain. ..,,., new cl•)•hrn° which" 'tl aro •s · --e· ·! t ·f-" 
Hm;h_lf!-.-is ·a· na:tio_i1al gathering_ \1/hkh ta'kes that "the rrieo e-0me to h:arn, the wn1n.eri ·to listen. and ·,;!:;·.Each ~-:n "it;o in;,.pi.n~,j~ii i~uh~s :;,r;1d.;:i;n ;{~; ~-;·!~ 

~l~c~ __ eve,ry. _·se_ven __ .years on S-t4kot .·follo_wing: the the- ch·ildrt:ri ~o their pare-nts wi.ffmerit from hringio.g the members Of his household. 
5hem~·la11Y~":f;?'hesource them.'~ Ramban (commentary to Rom.ham (Hilkhm Lufov X:12.j-expiain" t!-1t; 
for-_.the mit;:,vah·or ft.aqhel, Devarin,J:0:"12) adds thnt ·~the meri f;ource of the commandm(~rH to rejoice e,ci~;;si\·eJy 
Which _tranil_a_res: litei'al}y c01ne to heai al1d to !earn, and the on suko-l. \VhHe the mitznih of "vesammaclt!a 

.as_. a--:~0 mmafld tu congfe- women/because the·y too can hear bechaggekhe_d·rel~tes Hfrdl the-chaggim~ ·'ujn-:achrem 
gate:_i,,l:ound 'iff De,-~1atiin and·karn.-to· feai God. And their l~fnei Hashem Eluqeikhem" .i~ an iidditi,~mai refer-
30i!O-l3, The _nation ·or -chlhJr_en? These are· the youths ence ~o simchah whkli" rdates uniy to -'iukM. This 
1-sfa'el· - men·-,. ·we.men -and wh(, ,VH! hea.i- an·tJ ask their fa- ai;ldtd aHusion to jo:(:~p-ecifica.Hy on .vukot account-<. 
c_hilQi::on - Come together thet::L.. who wiD teach them.. fur the simdwh · yercirah reqaJn:menL 
a_t_the Beit Miq,da.sh to hear because these. are the children who "' Flow did they cciebrate'?" ;J;,k"' Hr..unh;;m 
th.e· King of :Israel rea·a_ are 0at an age where they can ben~ On each C\'enlng Df <;hol lu.nru.-,.w'ed, after thl.." af:e:-
se1ettions . -f_i-_ofil :s:ef'er: efirfrom dtinuih .... ·• The Ram.ban nr~on qurban wmid was sacrificed, the whok na~ion ----:-~~~ expla-i-ns- :t!rat- the--Tor-ah---spenk~- -uf wt;u!tl·j'oi-n together in the Bdt ·:Wfqda.t/r-fof .}! jvyc::u,, 
hea.'i.~nd .they" .sha:lfl_ei~n lfarning -and -foi!rh1g God in_ the c:ekbrntion, a Jimchat heit hasho ·ei'ah. MusicJ,rn·:-. 
and they· shall fe_ar-- po(i future tense· bec~use these ehil- played every imaginable instrmnenr. the flute_ tl-w 
aii_d .·.rhe'y :;bBU ·-carefully df'en wiH grow to be.come learned harp, the Jyr:c and tbe cymb,il!S, ~.ingers >.;ar.g, anJ abi-de:b,Y ail' the ·tvofds of and Go.d fearing Jews. people <lanced exdtei.Hy and ~poke wonh nf prrfr-,c 
tbig··-Torah:·,, (D(!lrurini · The timing of haqhe!, on to God. 
30:12). ch.ol hamino'ediuilot of.the year Rambam writes that "it is a m£t:::.vah to be 

SefeF Ha.Chinill:k fonowing_shemitah, -helps the cer- excessive ln this type of simchah:· The -~fedolEi 
iJl-_:i\t}-f_PG_h_t~1~::d~fhles,:_fh_e ~Iimoy--achieve its goals. of hdng- chakhmd .visr.ael" were th"e most avid partkipams'in 
ro.fts::,_;~Lha_1h,el._._ T_ht?_--es~ __ - _- ingth6 p_eoplo doser to-an under- the celebration. The commonfclk.? men and· wo'rnen, 
,e~.\~~ :A:m_-_Yisr4~f _i6_ -t~_e-: r~-. _ ·ana ·.-~t_ i_S __ -~_h•t _ .he·n·,·ao of"'orah.---J~acnlld11i•ncg .. ,to1.,f_-/o.J. r~nd1.dadne. dn.t_?0,. .~,oo~.-P_~.~._e: __ came mosny to hear, s.ee,_ and enjoy. The simchnh ·--~~e~~_the:in-:~~-,_e-:_-1'eit-.--~---ttte·:--tt~t:i--~_-:The - . C) ...1.. . µ__u.L... . £ _________ ~): __ •l\.-__ W.?5 so gr~y.LHrnt ___ :C~@_iaL_i_o_}1.<a.sJ>.kh_e1 S1J.kl{h _(Ia) ____ _ 
TE1nh brings tne Jewish people an !)ternal enjoyment land during the shemitah yetJI, the people have tweive ~ornmen! !hat "he who ha, r<>t seen d ::1mcho1 !Jeir 
-~~-d;-tqve_-Un~~rf!B6~~f~_)'.i~n.~_t})it1g_::ea_f.th~.y '. .-f~ i,~J.ff~r~; -ffiO_n-tb~-·~r\e~_:Ol_ fin.:anci8L WOr.i:.Y-iri wh_kh, to_ relax ~nd ha.~lw 'era.h has ri~v~r ~een {true; simrhah 

. fore wortby.aocl'propcr, say~ the.Chi11uih, that·fiom ab•orb tbemselves·in God and Torah. The Nerzie 
time, to time the ,iauon ~ather to ,hur ihe l'orab's fHa''/\meq, Davtir. D~vari1t1 30:JOi points out that 
words· Md to ondcrntand that bearing h!. ·word, is cliol hatmM'~d ,,.k,,t oft.he year following sh~mitah 
r-~-v_t __ ,.i_9_rt:Ji?11:'?-K#tif'4:_rfe._1f,_"·-" ·:t_h.e: :e_~i-~ni;;:_e:_--:~_P~· _.tb_e_ i~ .. ~he_. ti_-ine µe1io'1·.-w-h_e_o.-the·.peo_plc realize the mag
sio~y :of: __ t_~,f--'~~f_i~ _ _n_-_n(}i,_~._ael. Fr,fUf_.fh..i_~.f_e.afi,z.at~~m,,. _-fit':f.d.tt?f t_R_e_ ~ift Hf·sh,~mitah._ln most ye.a~~- s4kot_ is 
ib~ aa~°:°- w~~l\-0?1_9 1p '.~-~O~f':-:BJ?d:·~(),c lo\i:~---th~·<r~r~h ,- ~fi! __ e::d_e_d__ _by th_:-~. fr~nt_!c :harvestin,g aud gathering 
and to h{lO!Jtt' for Got!' s· l~w~, , .. , , , sea,on. Alkr the year of .,hanitab, there is no such 

The-·pJr,rfi·7-01:,:~.}lkh::·~~e:,~~-3,d-:j,no}~.d~- SeCtiP_ns iea_,iQtl-., Thtiefore·, the- _people -tre -i.n the p.::rfor:t 
f M. - L n· · · ·· .- • · , .. i.h -~ -L '- 1. .i frtl_m~ of IILlii.d t11-_feacc-apt the To~ab and- reaffirrn o orm• na1>1,0tnu , ,o, ,re,,.,,., re.,n ... e, 10 ""' 

Yi~_ra~~;_ thl!'-_d~scripf~?_!l-.,if~(lf;,pf:f°-_l·a";, .Sb_~111{!fand. tboir cminecdon W-itll-GOd. 
V!it~rah h.n: -~~-~~~--;·'.'i:~Pd.::Itl.~:.~_er-'!lh~{ t-bJl_t.:"Mo\h,e 
gi~~ to th,e t"'~he tril!es imoiooiately b.eforc bi3 
4e11ib, among.others, The;,:, passages, tspecially the 
re_~ci:in:g: .of _'-~!-·<r~ra!f 4lD-~l. -~he. __ r~~\f_(lltf~p.:of Shn1w. 
are de,igned ~,~ help !h" pco12!" ~enew their qabbaia~ 
:o/ -~t1.I«.~~t tlt!.111!~:yf~~, ,_ t_b~.ir.' _Jt.(;_ceptunce ·of ·tho:- y<;ike_. 

, of (kid >1nd His l'oc•h. ltamlui,;, ,UWkbot Chagiigah 
3·:{_J._::.:_Vf-~-it#s:: .. ~~flt-:-(:l~c :::.elect_Ions·_ :ne- ·_d¢si~n.:·~- to 
"sW.¥-e:'-rr tbe· :Ilation ~ Fi -enthusiasm .. to <lo the· milzvot 
~.ii_dltg~teD..it~_-gr_~1~P ort the _trYe f~!-ih _~ndp.rticti_ce:~ 

·I-he_ R_~mbam_ f Hi{klwt_·ChaJ;_gigah 3 :4) pail,1JE a-¥1 v-id 
)'-lct~i of _ch~ {ta,;lid ~eretnony .. _-Ori n;-otza '·efy~r-« un 
ri..~h.,n _ _-·_ tne.}5flY<?T chatz._-...~/z,troJ\. t:~CJ~pt;rs.~ _are·-b_h}WU 
alt-o-ve·r __ JcrusoJ_i_em_. _ caH_ing_ t~:e --,JJadpn t_o-_.gathor at 
Har" h.a.Bayfr, Aftet: everyone assembles, the. King 
ri,~t.:i 01itl,- a--~pe1;ial ~'oodt~n-p!at_form btlJ'kc~ped.a!Jy 

\ 
\ 

Joy in Jeru&alem 

Simch_a( beir lt'1"Sha '.i!'vah is another co:;n.mu
nal ceremony 9t,hJcll tek~~- place on chag flassukot. 
but H -has ,11;1-.ehrirniy diffefe.nt fo,·us, His the fulfHl
m.-en.t nf'th-c hd-iiday-'s n-1.itz.vah. ·of intense-joy~ "'-'hjch 
is de:dv-eJ.· fr{.1rtt !he.thr.~c r.efere.ncc~ to .,,:)nc.ly1h in the 
Totah's .'.\.liscus-sinn of 1hi's. hOHd1t)':· ··..,~sam:n.achta 
i1e1....·haggddw, ,. ··vehayita akl'J_ s.anuach§ r: (De~{:.fim 
16.;'1-4·-1-5-)_. and "'u:rrnachu:"nt lffnei' Hashem 
Eloqekhim: 1' (-VUJ'Tiqril 23:4.0} 

The- c..H11n1entar!t~s (JH·D,t:varim 16:JS ~d\ne 
the typ-t~ nf s(·n(!-hah the Torah preF;crit,..e;; in the 
commar.tim-,;nt of '· 1,~:.·i.nnach1t.1 bii·hutgt:k.h4h. _ _. .. Not 
-only is. it ti) b-e ~t joy ~·ith absohtttly no gli1nmer of 

Modem Parallels 

Toda_y, .tn our galut srn.l.:\ there is nu ·aliyah 
hurt'lJ.e/. no·8ri!-Mi,1dash, no haqhe! and no shru.:hdl 
he-:: Jw-;.ho ·d,a.lL But our 1:a!ut q:atus· makt:5 it irn
pt>.rt.ant· fi)r us. to. ati:emp!. to recreate the Tornh c0:1_
nection. wlth .G-od f~1n!:1ed i·n the h-itt1hel ccremon}' 
and the xfrhciwh bon.ds. formed \Vlt-h Ciod in \he 
sirrwfr.c;: bei; lwdto ·t?vah cdcbration. C,:rt"1Jn schol
ar:-, hnve suggeste<.i thJi remnarH'.,;. of rhc- tWf! <mcicn-1 
rituah can ht found in the· hol!tfa:.r of S/mch, .. a Turoh 

S1'.mch-ac Torah i~,- a puzzling rt,c-:mri:j_ Ttt~i'T 

i~ n(i sourer fnr i-1 found in r.hc written 1\.,,::-:;h -u.r iP·-ti1~; 
primary sources of fwfok}wh. in Totdot _Cht11;,~.5.i!I1:.:1Lll1 
TE:JJ.b...:- Avraham Ya·ari trace~ the- ho.h<l~y h~ ;t:; 
root,;, in Babylonia in tiw eady- G~wnit· 
:;.e"ie.ms that odginllHy Simr.:)wt Tnrilh w:i:'> 

cefebrat-!t,n of du: .;:0mp!~t{on (ti ih·; Tn.rah, whici; 
was ·re.a-J iL il:-; cmi:ety frum one Siu1.,·h,-;! ?:urah_ in 

the ncn, just :1~ i-r i;,,. wda.y _ Tlll~ rahhi:s: 

R,1i·l'mh :9! in whtrh- R4bhi El~u~n tc~t~ h~;-., that t.h,: 
,kficm.s;; of h.!Hg s'..,iomon. \vho rn~~-~ a c~Ii:br;_-u:;~)n 
the day i,f:.e-r God gran:ed hiin (hekhmah ( A1r!,'.f.~f; 



, Halakhic Woman: ·In the Shadow of Sin 

... ~''>/h~n l~t~ Wo.lllii1l ·saw.· Uta{_ th(, ~r~e: g,,~:-: soC\d 
for. eating .~-;.nd;· a. deHg-ht io the __ ¢ye~. an~, I hat_ du· 
tfri:. wa~ de-S:irabfo as a soli"n.-c of \visdom. she took 
of hs fruit .and 2-tC: She also gave . ~ome to her 
hu;hand, a_n .. Lhe-~ilst.1 att' iL .. lThen-J ,they ht':a_nl the 
:,·ound of the Lord movin·g about in the 
gur<len ... (Andl He asked.: ... DkJ· you (<at fron1 the 
tree- from whi·ch f had forb!,id~n you I() Cat'!: .. To 
the \vnrn;::in He said._ 1 wiH make .st-v-r.:re ~,vur pang:½: 
of ..,·hi1d.bearin_g; In 1x1in _you shaH bear c:hil_drnn. 
··ti..'.'l your.'urgc shall be·over yc,i:lr hu-.b:rnd. and bt~ 
~hall rule OYer -you"' (Gen-es!~ 3: 6~ l.6) 

As divine- -p_uA_ishmcm. f(.T·it<.i __ tiiig _ _a,nd caus
in_g )\Sam·--tb · -:-at ·fh\iff···t11r:--£r:.:: Hii?lfI'tit: ·ertava·
ri::cdved p .<er of\~ursi.:s .. The ahliv.: pas~age Jesc:rih
ing the~e Go.d given curses has -bein subject· ti.'.) 
r.nm:h exegesis_ in \'arions midrashim. eac_h tmc.dt::
riving variuUs Curse:.nvhich befeH Chava as a result 
of hei acHons,.Nearly ;;?Very phy-sicai !mpcrfoctiori 
ascr.ib,:d to-women. negative-
social attittrde- -con{:Crning 
µ_-on:c"n arnJ'.Juu'akhCh st~em
in gi y· dis cri1TI in ;.i tory ·ag a i n~t 
w:op1-en has ·been attributed 
in the -radous··midra,,;;_hic ff;r--

Phy5!i..:al impedi_
n1ents. :,;_uch as -menstru§:tioff. 

,...( .. dam aiJddtuli"'" Yulkilt 
Shim.uni,- Berei:r;hir 17 ). 
painful freganancy and 
childbirth- ("'i,u,i iun:.:von 

- habl>nen, ve'f,1,uii liidah'~
Pirkei DeR.:bhi Eliczer. 
~:h::aptt.r 14)-~Q,_d rH_t"aopaUhC 
t "shehi umed.n miil't!led-". 
A. vr,t LhRabbi-ft(litan-~ Chap
ter 42, Nusach Re;) axe in
cluded on one or more tlfthe 
Hsb of curS;eci. The 
fnidrashim ab-o list :rm_y.riaU 
of so..:iai artitudes as divine 

- -pu-nishm-enb re-sti--hi-n-g from
C:hava';;; ~ln. Pid:ei De Rabbi 
Elte::"er .::onunent:s ---vern.t:ia 
et uznah ke'eved olarn, 
nkhs.hifchah hiuns.hJ.reh.·t et ba' alah;' a- v:om.in is 
me~.im E> be ht:>r ftusb2md' s. eternal maidservant. 
A i.:ot De Rabbi A'aran adds that_"ba ·atah shui.et bah··-

her lw;;band rules over her, The midrashim eril
ph:B:.-;izc n.:pf-atedly that C_ha\-a·~ sin caused wom~n 
t0 be \Uhjug.::ned by rheir h~hbnnds. 

Thc~c categ,.>ries ,.1f rur~cs. physkal flaws, 
•. b \.vc!! :_h, L)ppn~ssive social <-H.timde~, find their 
-;,.,tm::.c:~. directly in the: Jh:st1ki.1tr C\H:..va- V.-'as cur1~ed 
-w~:h pai:1fu.l" ctdldbin:J1. --'bt:-k'f7.eF :eldi Ft1nim'· 

C):~ClHicJ to indt1de the: tIHltC child ht:J.~~Bi_~ prn
Cf::~S. Cha\.- J \Va;-: cils.0 ro~d: "',,ehrf· _\-fmsi.r.o! hat..:li. -

that l1dam -.,,du rak 1;.i\'er !~er. Thc·;c.: ~:ur:,;e~ de: not 
iay dov,·n halr~kh obiigatiLr::-; <tkh!eh afip]y io 
,c_,'c",aA·~- '1 _>-,:r-,ugP:n-1 'h•" ::C0"' .. ,:,(<>1 :\. r·.r 'cs ... .uu· ,;:~ 

tt:t'rr.: i~ r,e; h:J.!2-khk pcsat: ,;;,:h:.,.:h forbid;,-;-annsthesJJ. 
i.iuring chddbinh b..;cau~e- of lht· curs~ thar Ch.ava 
rt:.:.:erve.d. In f~tC:I Rav Mosh{: F~instc!n- (Yoreh 
JJt:"··ah 75}-it.8.ti'::'.::: thd alth,:.ugh there i~ no is.Yur in 
rt:m2is1;ng Et\-V~iki: during (:hil<lbirth,- k· -.vm;{J sug
gl!"-t th;.n a wmi-1.1n h-e :&r;a-...1hestzed. 1f it i~ t:(;ln

p.idf:-1} pi::Tt:m~:-.ib-le v, ffEdkt ;Jse uf anasthe_;;.i.t dur

~ng chdd:nrth. then it foHo,.v:. -~hm th~ Je,vit.,h 
cc:rnmuntty !, not obhgNed to fuffi.!l the i.'"Urse -of 
"ht,-et:~ei· tt:fdi ..,,,mfm." Similaf!y, it is nnt z~n 
~;hligativn: ro.day to enfnn:e fh-e ·'rt'hu yirn:.}wl 

bak.h~'.- -a..:peL~t _of th_e c~!·r,s.e._. The .i;-tit'~H::S were JiOt·nece·i-;~ itaiakh4h that the. niidrashi,h httribute_ to Chava-'s i-in 
· sa'rily:01_~;-l.A.t_.·t(J·htst !.°-r~VQL i_~_-_a· ·*9ri1a11.;··~·i~~bilitytO be_ aw-iU!Ci,m _ib_a-.h~il __ d,ik,.iui 

Ii tni• o~plaouthm .,f the curses is adoj,ud, is ,1a!ed io Yalkwi Shimoniand Pirkei DcRabbiElic,u: 
h(lwevet.-. a t_~cnlog:ic.aJ diffic.Hlty a_rises _wh~n ana~ a~iiulh ni'e11u·n~t l-e'~dur'.'·. The ,Radal .. ·a comnH~n-h 
1y zing halatliot which steni fnrnJ the curses· placed tarY fn1 ,Pirkei D~Rahbi ElitZu·.· explain.a the clmilec
on Chav~. ·Ax~ we to f:a-Y tbat these· ha.lakhot do not don bet.~ecn Ctw.Ya~s ~iil· and· this punishmc.nt.- as 
apply today? Such an attirude could certainly no! be follows: When llashPm addresses Adam and tells him 
justifi~<l in traditional fowlsh lhough,. since the of his punishment for ea:ing from the Etz Hada ·at, 
halakhot whic·h the ;fiidra.Jhiln-a-ttribulc to the curses the .pasuk reads (Genesis 3:17) .. Ki sharnata leqol 
!hat befell. Cbava include: !tisil.i rosh, a wom:an~,.-; i-shttkha.-:.arMral, ha'adamah ba~aviirCkha .. ·" ·since 
ex.tended ohlig;.ltion in the mitz1,orof Shabba_tcandies. Adam rccdved his puni~hment be:c:.mse _he !ii;tened 
Ha/rash.at C!wlldh, 3:· woman;s inability to perform to the words of n:s wife" he: is not to listen to her in 
the- mitz.vah of .kiddu.sh ftn:,(uwh and be a witness in the futur.e, Men therefore, are not allowed to believe 
a h-eit din or marry more than one man: peeper the testimqny of Women. 
analysis Of -these hfJlakhot, ,revcai's", however, that It i~ i1ot clear in hafakhic sources why womeri 
rhe:y are_.110~ de_riv_ed ff(rn~ 'rhc curses: entirely, d}ffer~. are ·-not allowed _to be _edim, It is,-clea: h~we_ver, that_ 

---eiineasons-fnr these-ha/nklro1-rr:n,--qt1attth.o--hnlakltie ~~ t,a;,-,;eIDing 10 do with a lack of tru,t that 
htera't1..ue. -the' halakhah ·haS in woffiell. A woman is trusted, for 

In ·all the majtir midrnshic lists of Chava's example, in testimoriy concerning the death of her 
curses. the issue of kisui _rosh'is menti?r:ied ('~Yo(ze'ah husband. (Shulkhan Aru:£h, Even HO ·~z~r, fli!khot 
lashuk vcrusfwh mekhu.seh ke'evel", Pirkl'i DeRabb'i !shut 13:43) Rabbi Saul He.fnian in his article "The 
Eliezcr: -·Rosi/ah meklwseh ke'eve/", A,,01 DeRabbi Status of Women in Halachic Judaism" (Tradition, 
Natan; '·Atuf..rth ke'evel"~ Eruvin JOOb·.; "mekhaseh FaH 1973) define:-..the reason for-a woman's inability 

ei roshaft .Ze'evel". Yatkur tobeanedasfoHows:_"'ThelaV..-beg]nswithadesire 
Shitnoni). from the phrascb!ogy lo exempt women from mandatory public· appear
of these midrashim, the conner~ ances _and therefore deprives the· court in effect" nf 
tion between the sin and the pun- Subpoena ,power over wo_men. But in turn the inabB
iihfnent is clear. Sfrice Chava ity of the.cO"un to c_ompel her_ presence, results ill rhe 
caused monaHty, _she must wrap correlative loss on the part of women· of the power to 
herself up._ iike a n1.ourner. In compel the court to find t,he facts to be in aCcord-with 
Ben".ishii Rtlbbah J7:8,.a differ~ their rcsthnony." In order to save wom:cn from being 
e.nl i:x.p!a.nation is giv0n. Since coen:ed into testimony, the halakhah was forced t_o 
Chava committed a sir., she must deny her the right to testify ,at alL 
cover herself in embatras.sment. A mishn.ah in meSekliet Shabbat 3 l h states: 

____ , __ Halakhlc_ro:.,onini for kisui .. AlpwloshaverptJ!a.<hin< ru~JPJ bi.,h'at fridatan_· al_ 
.rush involves a combination of she'enan· :rehiroi,.beniddah, becha·llah:- uvhrJdlakat 
two issues~ neith~r of which re- hanner." Thre·e mitzvot hav_e been reserved for 
fleets the reasons in the women. Rasl,i quores Ben:ishit Rabbah 17:8, which 
midrlrshim. The Gemara explains· that wOmen. Were given the additiona{ohH
(llerakhot 24a) comments ''s~ ·ar gation of performing the mitzvot of h'llfrashal challah 
be'isha erw,h", a woman's hair and hadlakat· 1<erot in order to compensate for 
is an immodest part of her body Cbava's sin. The midrash states: "Al yedei shekibetah 
and must remain covered, Since 11/shmato ,hi/ Adam ltarisho1<, lefikhakh, natan lah 
unma·_rried _ wome·n a-re not mitzvat ner she-l .. Shabbat. ,,_ ·Since Chava • .in- effCct 
halakhically oblig,;ted to cover ;xtinguished the soul of Adam by causing his death, 
their hai,,-tbis c,;mwt-be the-only -- -!he halak-hah <>!,ligated her tn -light caru!les tn_rein
reason for this halakhoh. The trQd11ce the light that she had removed. This exp!a-
most basic cbiigation is derived nation i8 quoted in- certain ·ha!Skhic sources "as-the 
.from the embafrassin.g pFoceis reason that an additional ubligation·.to Jigh.t'S_);labbat 

which a1l ishah sottih was :fotCed- to uridergo,.deSigned candks pertains. t<J ·wornell_ :,enefally(T~r Sh11ilha11 
tO ~ouVince her to confess to her hu~.ban.d1 & ·acc:;usa- Arukh,. Yo-reh De~ah 263 aild -thc-Mi.flrnt:th Berurah, 
tion of adu!tery. At one point in the procedure, the se'if katan 13). Shu/kha,1 Arukh, however, does not 
pasuk re.ads: ·'·'[,Jara et _roslt. 1w 'ishah" (Num:" ,5.: 18). qu~te this re&.s'"Jn. He exp_l~ins. .. inste-ad; .that w_omen 
Ras hi conune.nts on these words, .. "'.~oter · k.eliat havean·all_ded ob_ligat1on be~au6-e··:(N'cfsfti~Jfffetiu)'o1 
se·-arah," the Kahen unbraids he·r hair to cauSe·,,hcir Conti~_on,pag~ 2 
t>inharr~ssmenL Since the 
Ge-mar.a ( KetubDt 72a) de~ 
rives the_!whrkhuh of kisui 
rosh from thi&- pasu.k, nnc 
n-u..1 st understand_ from 
Rashi's wonts ths.r the 
wv-rnan ') braid was heid 
b-ct:::k by a sm.aH covering. 
it ha:. hf{;n sugg_e_:;ted 
f HaT:ea · Ltl}jg_[ Gebf:l 
E1li.ru-on) th&t-. rrE.rrie<l 
;.1, omen must ctiver their 
hair. as a ~ymhol of mar-
riage" The hala.kh1c 
~c,urcts theref.,:-;-re, Jo not 
1n1ply :hat "vnrnen cover 
.their hair hecau.s>f. they feel 
emharrassmem or are in 
mourning due to. Chava.';:;. 
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