


Ha"'in.; spent a ·vear or more in En•tz Yi,rael. 
mo.~t of us ha:·.e !earned to appreciate the atmosphere 
that can permeate a _veshfrah. T0rab and yiddishkeit 
are not simply leaq,cd; they are in.ha1e.d . .Thatsiich an 
avirah is lacking in .YU has been noticed and la
mented hy many wlmidim over the past few years. but 
no om·. until rmw:. bas had the industry to an.alyze the 
problem Jnd wDrk rnw.irds solYing it. 

Hamcvaser lauds MYP students Eitan Mayer 
and Yitzy S.:hechter for their recent flurry of activity 
oo .bw,1lf of our yeibimfL. Their approach has been 
right on target;·.rather th~i1jusf dimahdin~farhiirary· 
improvements, they have. by tirelessly organizing a 
,urwy of all RlETS 1almidfm. set out to discover 
<?,;actiy which pieces are m1%ing from the puzzle. 
Ths> ,wo recent morning minvanim in the beit 
hamidrash, to which they attracted over two hundred 
,tm:iem,. served to give us a taste of what they are 
trying to achieve. We look forward to more. 

Hamffasa also thanks Rabbi CharJ.op and the 
RlETS administration. as weH as S.OY. for their 
cooperaFioQ.. . _ 

The New Dorm Talks: 
The last sessiw1 of Dorm TaH<s boilsted the 

pre~ence of Y.U. President Rabbi Norman·Lamm. 
Rabbi lamm's comments on a wide variety of topics 

----t----.ur<~'tltlth~c !,tis !t$lle.tl!Q.II -
th:il while Ii is comments were h11lakhically-oriented; 
yet. they f e fl between !he se ifitruJf the_ S/liilchan 
Arukh. . 

It was encouraging to note· the personal dy
namics evident berween Rabb-i Lamm and the attend
ing students. His willingness to field questions on. 
any topic was refreshing. The student body can only 
beJJ_d·jr from _c9nti11ued_ exposure to Raf;bj .!...a!llm, 
and positive events such a;; the past Dorm Talks.. 

On this note, one rnm,t wonder abnut the Jack 
of a similar program for the women of Siem College. 
Exposureto the opinions of their facuity and rahlJeim 
outside of a classroom setting would enhance the 
educatfonal experience of all piirticipants. It is our 
impe that a D'orm Talks series will be instiiut~d for 
Siem College j11 rhe near ft.m1e . 
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imrod: The .Innovative Rebel 

~ttempting to murder Avrnham to 
,building of the Tower of BaveL BuHhe fact 
five pesukim in the middje of the post-flood genea-

retard (Bereishil which mention 
Nim.ro<l is u 
repor1s only 

of aH of Noach's d0-,cenJanh 
th:: 

so. space on· 
1Torah intend to project of Nirnrod 

-· The vast- majority comurierrtators. frondhe 
-midrashim through the acha.ronim, sketch Nimrod ,us 
a vi Hain. Representing the dissenting minority iEi Ibn 
Ezra~ whO"explainh that "'gibbar tzayid l(fnei Hash.em~' 
refers to Nimn>d's admirat,le practice of hunting 
arihnals·in order to then.1 to God, Ib-n Ezra·-s 
major support is the phrase "1/fnei Hashem," which 
he argu~s: indicates Niffirod' s in being 
a ·'gibbor '' Accepting this means, ac-
cepting a who exemplifies the moser nefesh. 
as he utilizes even his hunting skills for a Go<;!Jy 
purpose. Although Noach it. tbe first to offer·sacr1-
fices after the .Mabbul (Be,reishir 8:20),.Noach has a 
z,oo at. his di1pusaL while Ni!nrod. to Ibn 
Ezra~ exerts himself to fir.Hf anTffiUis rrn·x,,r,'{,r1l)f. 

FirSt; Ni.mrprl_.Js thtfgr-li:ridSon of Canaan, 
Whom Noach had just cursed fifteen pesukim_ ear
her.'!n fa~t, oee \·iew ·contends thit the: Torah~$ 
mf!j~~, f'UfpOse i~ recording the- g~n~-a:iOg)r Qf 

1or af !1vOdah zani!:-~eems ·10 be ·th~-basis fm:. fhe 
(neudy) murderou~ l'.Onfhrt bctw.:::cn ,N'nnrod ai)d 
1'\ vrfl_harn which t.hc mittra.~him speak of: A vraham 

one who would his 
entire {eligiorL And_ according to the Zofwr (hegin-
ning of chapter l 4). the v;q:r hcJwee.n rhc of 
-the" Fast arid the ..:hies· of Sedom b i\"imu,d 
for the' solt: purp<>~-¢- of eliminating Avrahum for 
rejecting pag:.rni~rn. (SC-e u}-.;o Pirkti deRobbi Eft!:: ·er 
ch, 27,) 

"Nimrod's Real Rehelllon" 

Nimrod 
point 1, to ~nOther 

way of ·undcr:-,taoding his conflict with Avraham. 
Midrash haGado/ tB-ireisfiit i0:8nists 
s.e;.'ond of ien kiilgs who ruled from one 
end of the world to the other, the first 
being H~shem Himself. (This 
midrash 
in other see 
Megillah ! la.) Keep' 
ing in rnind the 
phrase "hu 
heiehei/," 
which, 
as we 

HOH f)f \i 

iry i:,f God. ·· rh: ~rea:it 
<Htemkd a.ii ut ~">{imrod's undertaking"> prodJJt;td a 
~1ni<,;1er efft<cL \1cn ;10 Jq-ng1.::r tn,i,;te.1 rn Cod. hut 
rather in th1;ir own -p.n.1V/<.~:,,~. and ahlPty'' t{v-1tiWJ:tti-e2, 
f, 4. '1-2;, ~ni,n,d introduce; Vi(,dd tl,e ,;.rrn. 

t:t:fHS Of a.h;-;nfofr-.rn and dt:;~pn'r!,;m: tk1\ diri1ini::,f: A!;. 
the t-i.ttality uf 1Hufkftu1 Shuf!ll!) vi1:1. 

This, :..intdy'-rE:. nj Nintrnd ,uppr;r!\ 
nection Pirke1 d<R«hhi f ('r m,iLc', 
r...:imrGd and :Vfi,:do! But-el '.1pd pi'-,,::;~\·-~, 11/;.,,_ fh;!!noh 
on Ni:nroLf', ·-,ffLl}!gk- V,11~1 ,\·,,a.h;:.11, 
:-.trncting a landriia,!, ,nnnurncni i
Tl!':::·mJ:~t;_;ke ,J-i Ihc huddel\. ;,., 
mmivatl\1r: ", ow-rnd1 !.ilili{ 
Lr--iho·sA,f11. ':<ohch -,~ 1 ,'\;rnruJ_ 

d 

Avuricdr Zarah f53b, refer'· to [he tnv,,,·r a" 
of·~JmHJd:·~-ind1::1:nrng -that-Nfr!;fDd ur(t";rs; 11:-, v.,n-

\truction 1n the intercsl r1f ""n!idifying !'ii-.; 1'w l.1 

po'Ner and ,;hal!cnging Gvd · s. A vrGh:,m, !\i rn~rtJd' ~ 
c,ppone-nt~ s.t:eks to glorify God and ~,pre-ad Hi-,, 
authority. Hit c,;nfront:itiun 1-hhh j\;(rnr;,J not 
revolve ;:nound the question nf pagan,~m vcr:,,-.i,:_., 
monol:hei:'!lm: instead, the ~n..c:-. of this mordt::r,rn-.. 
nwchlokf't ls a power struggle: the Almighry 1,er
:-u:s. defiant hasar vedarn 

The nw,,1 extreme forrnuhitiun nf this 
is the daim that Nimrod actually 

Nimn)ci wnh the Babyhmrnn. god 
B-eil meation,:;<l by the Nen 'fm i Yisha.,:tibt 46: {. 
Yirm;yahu 50:L 5} :54. Othi:"f •nidrashim ;J;;,o !!IC!!·· 

chawi,r.· 
id-ol worship :rnd bd.icf in ihe superivdry of man 
over aH cls-e. in any caS.:. 1his. appr1..<2ch fo...:11SE,\.. on 
Nimrod us the fi:r:.t and g:r_c~:nc,l ch.a!i-cng-cr 
Ha,;hem's ;;;uthority. 

This un<ler,tandrng of :'Jimrod may t"ind 
pon the'.' c:o-nnection between ;{1m1"o..•d. and 

-··-· __ &ic.ir'..s. __ ~ . .shar:fH~~{uu.ra_st~ benYeetL .. ----~·:.,-~,~~--~ 
the, ~i'ghteousness of ,he famil)I -0f Shem and the 
wickedness of Cham,a:nd Yafet{Avrnham v.,,,.,,,."''° 

Ashur, which 2ppcur:.. in Jp:1 l,·i, th.: sub-Ject of 
___ _______4_lsgV:t~·_bet~~qJ .tfJ..f..!/'J_t}j'lrg):f!))t!.~ l\_.:3,.:J"~J.f_? L;atj.t:3·--·-- __ 

,;,vho establishes hh o\,\Ti kingJ;-.,1:ri to rdea~.:: him-

He~ehel of. Apt. Qhev Yisrael). 
N)i#.rocrs ~i~gdotn .or~i.nates 
ln ,&avel, in the ltind of S!Jimir 
ar:e htcr.ider~xifieii·Wit,h."t11e Dirr /H1,l'c?lm,ah 

eeoet,ti<m, of Jes~ing p-~.x1pte to t:rU;it in 
·pfi'h&f}$. even ffiOfe Si<entt,,cSTIHV 

·again 'the innovfft"9'1\ acrirn.Uy reint:firlu~'es 
t.n:adah z.a rah to the posr:-1nab-b-td. fA~n;dd.,. afkr the 
ff""'"'"' o, the gener+tfron of Eno.ch had pcri&hed. 

'tho 'Fke Nt.!Urrni a gihbor izayi'd 

s-elf from the yoke of f"fimrotL ,.1-r does "\imrod 
impor- extend hiE-- O\\n ~mpfre into Ashur? tS.ee Ra:shi ver:-,U::-. 

oniy""tn.1ubte' with thh theory is t~at the· 
inc.tu-tl0s righteous i ukr~ 
Kore;-;:IL and eYen lfclelh 

tE::.r<t J :2). The) re,:vgnize 
as an.eXteHsion,vf Hashcm·s, a.nd it i~ He 

re.spo1}sib-le for ,rhcir suc(:e5-s. By contrJ.S-L 
.Nimrod _:::.e.cs his and military .achiev-.:'m~;:tts 
as expn.:ssHms his own auihority. nnc-nnnecti:J to 
that n( Hashem. "'Po\.ver· was his ,.:haracter and hi~ 
de-stiny, his ex.ist':;'.n.ce arld ;ht?: cemrality of hi'.:> 
hfe'' (Rav ~LR. Bereishit !0:S)_ "'He f.H;l!a~ 
c~a5e after prowess and victo:y, thinking lhaJ 
comes \Vith majesty and·victm·y·· tR:1Hrag}. ic
githnacy of a n1oilarchy is c-1..nHingent uµun the n.d.er~i 
submission w ijash.:m.~ Olh<:rwise, the \.'ffY in&titU·· 

Targum Onkeles,) \1/hat is de2r frrnn th~ pt')idim, 
how..-:\·er. is rhat ....\:,,syria ui~i:~ as. ~n omgyn,J.:th at" 
N1mr~Hfs. empt'.re c.,,ome way'. Furtherrn .. orr·. in "me 
of t;le odJi:'.r -two piacT\ i.1): T,1.nakh \.\h-ere f'l.mrod i:-,. 
mentilHH:'::(.-L hi<; n;:i.rn>.! J.ffear~ ksgerh.:r v.nh A..:.fnir's, 
''lThe rnes;;i:1t1ic hing/ i,•,-Hl shepherd As~yria ::; hmd 

ft.•rue:s\ fr,Jm the time ,.:,f rh.e A~::-.: n:rn ru]c th:.:-
iviiddis:.: Et,~t--1n uv.n c1H~d "0/i:nr:ud,·-1s.ec 
O.:t JG. l 9&9, pp.8ti-L 1 ii si::;;.;rn::. t!:,.n JJ tilt: hd:;L ,'i 
the!; pow.:L_ the ,.;\;;sy:·i~1ns n.am,cl'.l rht:.;r nnjl1t 

San(."h.::iri v, l:h1.' mo . ...:r pntvc:rfol of the ,4.s"'y dar.:. 
kings~ br.aJ.en!y bnn::.E, mig1H of n·<· hci.ri:-~i 
h.:Piv 1 \Vrought tL hy my for! 
erased th.: i:1)r,ie:f-s t)f p,._,'op1-es: I have ph;nJe:·c-!J rhtF 
t.rea~urc:&. and cx.i!rd their ;,~;e..t pnpuhi.tio.1,·' 
(Yisi-lf-Iyuiw 10:13). Spi..·aktr:.g f;.n- G0d: the pr~rphet 
exchiimso .. Ha'. .-.\.~syrl:.t, rod of tviy Anger~··-in 
hand, as a staff. is 1\f) t;n; '' f 10:5-6;. He ch.1lknge~ 
Sanchi:"!fiv~ "Dr1ac-s•Jfi :.tA~ b,.:,a:-a 1:::>H.'7 him v.'h,~ }1e1..v:., 



We Are All 
His 

Children: 

Interview 
ithAn 

Observant 
en Noach 

H: What d1d you rese,.m,;h? 

D: \VeH for i~1srancc: flnd that in thi: Nazarean writings-~ H:. And how µnes 11'':--
(l Jon 't )ike to ca!! the New Testament) they k:ept 
talking about the Orn! La,~Coming from a Chri.,tian We lu;vea Torah ~a% eaciJ·W·edn:esdaycvenin_g 
background - l wus educated...J/4d degrees from a Christian electro!llc hookup. We call him up on the phone; 
college, but !'dneyer stl)died this '"Oral .I.aw." Now, l was _ wr h;,ve equipment here. The phone is patched in and 
"i,rea2hing'ffffoiistoiCTexas:. aj:ln wenn:ty·a Jiwistr Mokc'fil>ttra·PA:'sy_N(em-,- iirt/,t.,nWednJ'!«lay,eve11i11g we-ell 
store and asked [the prnprietorJifire·had-a-oookon-the-Otal _ .hay~_a!l_J'Wher~ frp!llfo_rty_to sixty _JJ_eo.e_l_<l_h.!'reHs_ten
Law, and, of course, he gave me 'the Mi,lrnah. Arid Ibegan ingto the lectures: And we have two-way communi
reading in the Mishnah, And I had, !think, it i.vas Danby's cation, We .. have also been recognized by the Chief 
Mislmah, and read through [it!. Then, searching other Ral:,binate in farae!,tJieformerChiefRabhi Mordecai 
books out !was trying to find the statements !!fat were made Eliyahu. The. o.f:fice, of the Chkf Rabbi has moni
in the New Testament, or ,he Nazarean writing, in som11 of tored, if yon want to use that word, the developt11eM 
these Jewish sources, and l! just iiidn't work ou\. And-so, of IJ,enei NoatiL We have l!lll!lY friends ln' israel thal 
that again just drnve me further into the study. If you·look have worked with us·: ['among .. themJ Rabbf Yoel 
at lIIY library, l have ... l'ighi now I'm looking at the Sm1cino Sehwartz. who is a well l::rwwn arid well-respected 
Talmud, Hebrew and English; .Encyclopedia Judaica; the rahoi. We also have ~ommu.nfoatlon with Bat-Uan 
Torah Anthology; the l;ooks ofthe Rambam (th:ave ev,;ry- University; t~epeoplethere, .. il):T~!Aviv haveworkerl 
thing in English ·chat he's printed_); the Midras)l, ten-vol- with us. A numbor ofral>bis around the cow1try work 
ame midrash; the.Chumash ;vith Rilshi; I could with us. 
go on and. on and on. These we,e books rea,l, lm! it 
tool( a iong tin~.; tu find some· o( these afi{i ~itudy 

as l 

Chri_srianity. 'Cat,ise we wen: still try lag tri kJnd 
tve 1,vcrc 10 s~niHze. rhe New Testum&fit is 
hoifotfdown and you jvst <:ouJdn~r--.a~ithe:-iL 

D: Ck&n it up, uy make_ it other ~~an· ~ 
uo,rnm,:nt &fld it'~ not as bt:t~o im:erptet{;t! hy 

yott kno-w there' 5, a tot of i1iu::qmict'fr9u 
Bui th:;_iad_ is·we' ve ec1n:ie t-0 drn p}ace &frer 

ttixn,i~i. crltki1,ms and ~H ro ju&t 
j1.irikn;g it, cc·{\Jp}ete_!y.,. bUt reaHLjag tharH 

bec~u~ most of the p~t,pie thaLare comio-g 
No,ith ~nverm~nt are conrintrfr-vtn a 

. ~o. ymi pave- w be- able 
anse. J 

mtorm,,ti,,n.· Ailrl ·we~vt:·rcc-&ivei:t Ibtreti -fron'.i 
hitH:ype" AthtraHa. '{arHjj th¢ Oth&Ht ,as a fe'.~dt 
th'e~.:: Ut::r1e p&.Trphlcis. 

H: Do you nm any formal -s-ervices i~ your congre,rn
-- ilorf? 



ll: Sn, y(>li feel yoursdf <'is pi.ri frf ih'f- Jew· 
i_.\h.rcil;gion,' f>L .. 

But. 

aHir'ude: ii J-, Ju:-t out 1he T:.-.ra.h 
vicv.r your relatiun·shlp \vithGod? faith. And. tJ°J the \Vay, rhaf:-. heavy 

heavy. 
questiOri. My reiat-ionship wiH1,God 

I H: \\/hat do yc-u mc:w b.y 
inte1_l6ctua1 le·vel and 1 know Him 

_,,,0 _, ,_,,,,,_, leveL But, we m·us.t allow our intellect D: \1/dl, see,. ~i lo~ c,f tirr.c-s-the peqpk r-<:aHy 
0!4 emotion.s. And, when ljus1 ">ee the do nDt under'stand, ev;;:n 

manifestation Of God as- you. _read the Torah and the Jewish· community do not Torah 
Prophets, and you firid th_at God has pfom-ised and faith. The-y don't understand living out To

,.· tJh.- Yft"u·t:n-aW ,"f1"'1tr get insut;J.ted··a"11ct 
h{red. and you're !btnfortahf .. ,_ wiJhln your 
cofnmunity and you faii to realize 1-..

sponsibdity of n;aching: uut to others 
imernction with othe_r,;. -.,vi-thi"n :.he Torah 
faith ... without intim~d.:ition, 

most penpie jusi ..:onvert. H: rm not sure \vhat ybu mc·an by. 

D-: _Okay, 1 ·n tel)_ you, '/ou \f.e ·,.vbeil you 
come, you find someone iike myself. ;in 

iivm,~rnrr·- nhst:rvant----brrrNrrr.r& -We- ~--0,-;1.:: i rth..,r¾OcJ,-,,-", ,~, --~~ 

lhiss.tateilld1t. 
a ·few months 

rabbi .. JUst 

this 
said, "S1.1re, I k.nO\-\. :dJ :.ibou! Bau .. 'j 
studied il for thiny mirimes in. the 

yeshivuh.'' /tr:i<l th-;:ri;::" ~ • .1 ht!k b-11:h:);_ 
hum,Jt:in lherc. v;as funny that he -s1id 

,vith th:H, nut .. -:v•/h:~t would you dn. p(:'rsonaPy, 
·,vlth a h~n l\foach that c.:J.mc ::,- c,.u -<.Hld 

tht' ·'Hey: ru bk-t:: 1 ;;'"'.-'"1 W~""j,., :.-,---'·,·· 

cnupie of 
tnh':resttd 

' 

in Sanh2dtifI th:1; I'd lh~ 
1--,-ith s,~,m1:b,.:dy 

thiit yOn cou!.d use the no.rnu1 starH:Lm.~ D: Okay: And sec ir \YIH.l'id be n· a,t,gh pf.3.:..-c-

D; Yenh. \Ve coald. Use ·the normal- standard one 

the opt.ion to ... 

D: \Ve have the op-tion. 1·m not bound. I don't 

ff, JUrn_p in. Ali 6ght-. suppose th_e_n. thcil J 

hu:n,.frcd Bine, f',i,::.},r:u.:h co,Yt: ~utd. as 
p-rnµhet !s-ays !, they gn.b bold c,f the t_z{r:i! 
of nl:m that a Je\\' ,rnd ''\V;;' 11 go \V~th 

)-'-LHL hecai!~e we knO\V th;_-H. G~:H..i:' ~ 

µr-l:ly th:n.~.et!mes.n day and j fic1v-e tt:l~ in u~.: fo;- ;,,\e knu-v..- GoJ':-, 
fact ·I J::·ar. 't lay But, the that- if yo;.! 
kn.ow Gt.¾!, trio-wing God and Iems hecau~c rhere hasn ~ t been 1he p-rep-arJ.·· 

w HI e~use U,H. indi 



D: ·Ycllh. l've,.nail.cd things do-.vJLfor m_}'seif persou
aHy. I have 
prob-lem 
v.:-it-h i.doh1try ~ 
rm-:nn I can nail 
1.hc idolatry 
du\ViL hlas
plieming. 

, of.iHic.it ~;.::..'t:,..tfh."': 

m~:r~Uj_gt', -di-
·· ..:_:.. ·rn ,:..e\..·,, ,h,._,,___--»;,., ... >,._~,,; t~.:>Vi:--1\; .:-;L·-n-5 v;---;.c-·-vol;-ce. -tTJc·:;,-e· 

~ V<n~ing. l",e got ,au't:\:1~~:l~::,;~::::/;;1;,~;: ~:~,,"~::~:~!:~/:~ 
'> 
0 

~ 

H: l 

..;_{ime ad:, ·in !ht pap,_'f. adveflising 

dK ledurc~ [ abnutl R,_ nei H. 

file Mit:rM D: l(s ju:,-t the ftt~t that in t.he_Benei_-Noach system, 
that a mrrn 3nci womfln ct_Hne ·together. they are 

s.nme- questions ahom marr!.:!d. 
hn[akhuh~ i ·w~bjus.t \q>ndering hu\,;,,·_you_pEK-

ti;..>:'. The.CcmlF'{f dis!..-u·~se:a;. lh-e-"'po~i-~iity of H: So you simp.Iy used the Ru:inbam for that? 
heing more rhai1 se-ve41 NoJ.chldc law:-.. 

D: Ye-ah. But then see in A.mer-ica. we den't demand 
th-m.pi:ep.!e ha·;,:e 2 civil but we nlos-t defi
ni"td.y rc-comme.ih.i- it 

.U: Birth control a-gain~ _we- k-a_ve rhat up to the indi:
And we had SOme re:~-f he.ate<l dist_i..tssinm-; on, 

couid see y-01.as.df om. 
l think that, and l'lljust 

replenish the earth,_it was t:o fiH it up.· And so do -we 
continue just to sf}it t)Ut a .chi kl every nin_,e _illonU1S? 

yoiJ have 
joy. You know, 
w-ay I' lxiok at it. 
wealth and thejo·ys-ofTorah, ;fiid 
we have .unlimited Hheny. 

Olam lfaiw 

tc conta,ct us~ you can put my 
,l\'nd they. can- ·fee} ·free- to-

5.f:e,J.a£ke<l-one __ +1f1r7 ·.navJ~~s ·_ad_dr:e_s~ is: -~--Q~_J3q~_ 442_.__At_b:enr,,.1'g__n---=- _ 

trom the T3.lmu,:Ec teachings. Vie have ~i third 
o·r:e. 0cb9ut th;; i!Inb <ff a Hving crenture - ho\:v 

drrn·! haYt illicit S-eX 0 don·t ".:J! !jmb Of ;i 

fr,;,, ir,g cfer:.!ur-e. Y nu 
th~L t1Ut whar_do-es- if mcJn'? These 

earth, J-s ft :.¥cct:pt~
S.it£}tdQ. ,\'tH:i' castrate 

in ten.years, is. she goin_gto st.op? 
that, y·ou can gu HJ the docto-r and get a_ <::tatement or 
gu-·r._-, the rabbi, h-ey. the children are ge-a:ing on 
wiff's nen·es, and we're n.ut goint t-O have one for 2 

,.;:,..hUe, .t said. who do ~1--'e go to? \Vho de we have t-9-

g-o f to j and say we dnn '! want to have r-:;:.ny n1vre kids-
hecat1se wife can't handle jL ett. etc 
so snme ot the ·phi! 0so-p-hi.e-s ju st don't 
commun!ty w the other because of .the 
ture. I_t's h_,ugb. AgairL there are no easy ans~·er-u. 

H: Whm.#re your bask halakhic mated ah? Because 

n~ Uh huh ~ I have that too. 

H: What do you.use? 

H: Aie the Benr:-i Noach di"o.cus-:s..-::d in the Slwfrhan 
Arukf,7 

0: f"-~·-u. Np1 as s,;;;:h_ You have 
T?}mti<lka~ then~~;,; .a ,;e(tkn1 in 1her.:,_ 
fjf :ai the ht.dakhaJt, it'sjtJ.St not tbG!"t=" JCHJ ktHJW, 

nessee 3'7370-0442. 

Nimro;J continued fmm page 6 

determined iO- _g!-v',e no 
to assert his- O_\vn rriig!lt'.

He needs the n.avi to remind him that he-is flasheill".s, 
too.L,the _rod of 1---11.s. a.n_ger.,. a means to-a Djvinr. end 
and nOt an end in h~m.self. is_ whj the_ Gemirra 
(?tlegil!ah 11a) states that ;,anc1:iernv 



> 

Lessons from the Ashes 
liy Dav1a E. Rozenson shut. llunrnnity wa, 

"That earth is drenched wjth the blood of six h wa:,; almo1,t )'C'ars lr-i.ier a\ I wrnt:<l th.:: 
million ~ouls, that land fiUed with vilia'ins. with tornf'r on Kurfurstendam, The new Jev..ii~h Cnmrnu 
inhum8:-ne cu}prit"i. ·· Such was the ft;"Uction of vfrtu·- niry C.:.-11ter was rebuilt fron1· ihe ashes of the 
ally c.ve-ryone v,dthin tht: Jewish t"ommunity with syr;agogue which had O!H::..~ ~tOfHJ there. 
whom 1 had di'.~cus~.;d rny" plan.i. of spending the the library, i:hree thlck volume:.-, .1.tfracled 
smniner in Berlin, "i would never -;,et foot ,1n that soi:L ti OIL Ench one wa, simply c::t)tkd ·'Yi:tknr' "·r he 

purchase a procLJ.l:t them dori"t un- Nkmnry_;. My hands svd_'"p\ ,K10.c.,S, the page-'- nt rhe-;.;e 
d,:.r:-,tand the implic-,uion at rion ,, \ olumirwus boo.kc;. Name .-,Jte-r name, Suul Jf!t:r :-.t"inl 

The cornments not l'-nd; rhe cri1ici~r:1 Hody after body. ~1il1ion_-.;- iftJnc~, tiwii· mem,xit':-, orJy 
grew more and more birter. The mental baggage with recalled Oll these uncountabk page:,; 
\\hich J :;et sail far. hutwe!ghe<l the twu- 'sui1cases And he stared: He ~rarc..1 .:;o intently. !11:; ey£: ... 
\.Vhich · me, The guilt invoked hy the that ht: hims.elf could nor. Tht.: 
author~ conversations almost served to pre- storie~ rHY \Vord-. \J,:ould 
\ie~ht mi; fto-niboardiffg·tfretialn at Lon(.c¾:m\rVicto:ria 

\Veeks prior I had tried to psychologically 
prepare myself. Yet all t could think of were the 
h.~man fumes which escaped from the chimneys of 
Auschwitz, that every time ! w_onld glance 
atop a German that is exacHy what 
my mind's eye would see, I anempted 
enacr-ing conversations- whic.h would not 
begin with. "What ditl your father do 
during ·the war".4. 1~how many lives did he 
ruin" .. :'how many _souls did he, kiU?" 
Trying a·e-sperately to imagine myself on 
the busy streets Of BerHn, aH I could see 
were the SS pointing a gun at a little child 
who had his arms rahed pointedly tO·· 
ward the heavens. ''"Dun' t shoot/~ I cried_ 

and heard a foreign voice e.'>ca·pe from Within rne, 
"We Uve in different times," ! pleaded. '·\Ve ITILht 

move on. w·e can no longer hid~ behind rhe shadow') 
of the Ho!ocausr. Europe is rctrniting. The Gennu.n 

economy 1-. 
intlmid~H
ing the 
wor!d. \V¢ 
must learn 
to live with 
them. V./e 

··Come 
d0::,er,"' the 

in-

death mut-
morphosing ine Uot into a v·ictim, bu~ a rer"ed to 
culprit, my hands stained-with blood: my body Clothed me, "'Do,you sec \Vh:u they our peop!E'? 
in an unbreakable bondag~. I was guilty and knew my Do. you kn?w hov/ many of us march daily to our 
accuseL Six million pure s.outs-stare<l at me with their de,a-ths'! How could you come bat.·k he.re? How could 
bony hands pointing at my nfiked flesh. A famiHm yqu?" 
face.gazed at me with utter in-comprehension. Eve-f-y "But we must mO"ve on~ 'Jt/e cannot Hve in 
'SCene, every image. every ·sentence I eyer read de- hi&tory," I nervously replied. ·'Th-e e.:.onomy ,of Israel 
-scribi:n.g Qermard)estial inhumanity now ran uncon- depends vn Germany, \Ve cannot isolate ourselves..~· 

- tr01iitbiy thfOl1ghmy-D.1lll{CTheangefa-o-Ccteiitiipolnt: --- --- -Ills- - mOfSt. Th-e fOok of death had 
ing to ,he gas chambers; the abuse, the rape. the suddenly disappeared. "'Israel," the man ;aid, almost 
tonure ... nakerl bodies piled on top_ 'Jf each other~ 1.n1.believah!y~ "'You mean there i.s a stateT· 
limbs scattered as-thoµgh pans of useless tOys, What i!From th~ ashes of th.e Holocaust the state 
was I doing·? \.Vhere wii.::d memories. The wa~ born/~ I hurriedly answered. 
pain, the gas ch2:-.mbers ~"And now yQu return to Gexmanyr· He asked 
The bodu,s. 
forsake the 
l was heading towanHhe devil's inner s,metum. 

was mesmetiziug. He lay there. Was 
seerr:tt:& :;a .;'i.uivdled~ eve.ry bone 

naked fies.Ii. Yet his eyes. His 

the wails. nf 
the hug_e, ineseapaQJe shack. One kmg f}Iank on top of 
another.· Tbe h:un1an bed£ lay withnut stirring. There 

two hundred of then1. · It 
".fhe barking of the German sl:1,ep!hc1:cts 

con.ht be h:eard aH The dngs tH)llM not stop 
screaming. The wtmd had long ago stopped 
creakixlg -under these·weJghHess bod~e3,~ The ghosts 
haq" !on~ ct-a5ed moving. The fieh:1s were flo1.verle.~s; 
only th:r- grny hiy a-s. a testament to. the bones 
of the bun10d flesh. At times. ertlers i.'in.'1uftl be 
heard~ :,,ho;:; finitL S•>M1, new lines for sdectioR iv0t1ld 
be formett The fires· \V::re rt:"ady. Thr doort \\f}.uld 

me 
the book, attempting to shut him out 

nf _my :mhtd. :'fet he -wouid not h!~H:e, He on 
tit!king, ! walked ~'ilently under the oak trees 
the Unter Den Linden. As I approached the 
Br~ndenb-urg Gare-., l he a.rd the voices of thvusam.fa ,Jf 
Nazi soldiers'. ~~neath ro the Jews," aud -~Tomoirow 
the World,~. they jnyous!y sang. Pictures of filtler 
were everywher-.;.-. There \Vere thQusaad.s. of them. 
Perhaps millions.. i hail no escape. 'I'hey were he a.ding 
right tow~rd me, I tried to .tn:ove~ and could not. Their 
guns were drawn. The singing grew lm_;:der imd lot:der, 
un.tiH,t totally ee:vch:µed me. They were everywhere. 
yet their fa.,.~s were t.nh-ose.· of angels. S:.,;Jdtnly. l wa.s 
no h:mger afr~y probably just need a cause ... 
t thought to myseiL They werf ,1H just ;1 few .feet 
away. And then it m,,,;,cmcu. Their faces suddenly 
change1 into _those 
They were r::::a<ly to fire. There \vas no escape. Then 
I saw fact~. He fo-eke-J exa...-:!Jv like the pictures 1 
had jr:-cn of him thou~and5 of ti,ues. \Vifoe:.lt· 1hink·
ifl.g, I approached qim. 

""Why have y-eu dt.Hit thi·-: to u:f:"" I asked hirr1 

Fathcr!an~l.·' 

nuclear Ji:-,ar:--namcnt. we rebuilt r.he \'.·urld 

eternal, unn·cr~.a! leader. 
is rightfully our~, the world 1.;rji; '.Vatch \~'~th 
J.mazemeiH. Our c,Jnstitl:t.'nc!es ._-.,-;_n L.u 
greater. our .armies far stronger, t:ch -
nology far more. a1,h.-an-.::t:-d. If we ,.::armor u.ke 
the world th::uugh V-."e_apon-.. \.\-C v.·iU t..aprur:-: 
it .;,.yith the _qrength ,~f tfk Gcn:nar: rna,~. ·· 

I wouU nm draw back. Si !entiy \Ve 

I wamed to pose tP thi,;, trr1bc,di-
61·evil. Yet ne;ne.,::.:une.fc,th. Hi"- ma-

head. He wh.;--;peri;:d ;,e?nerhi;;_~ hl th.:'.'. "',:::i
dit:r al his side. "The Filhrcr \'-ams tn knu1,1 

ho\\ you survived:· ,::amc the murder~(" 
quc~tion. 

'·1 never fo-rg,e-r v ... hc. t ~1m,'· m_:, 
rcpt:-,. Su<lderdy, 1 he;:ird a nwrmur pf \:n:ce::, 
behind nk..,. They v.'ere :iU ch.anti 11g sonJt' 
thing \vhid.1 J could no1 uadcr,;_:tand. Th.::. 
Nazi turned v..hit-.·. Hi::i \;.o-rd:s 

venom, b-ut n-(:ne oi" the- soidier:i 
couid. hear him. He \:;,.fped tht S\\-eat off hi~ 
fac-: m:er znd over with the red handker
chief tmc of the svltbc-rs l?ad given him. And 
his voice produced. no :sio-ur:d. No o:1e hefard 
him. 

The voice-s behind me gre\-v !ouder. 
I wasn·t afrn.id. The- Nazi sok:!icrs began 
retteating~ thei:r banners no longer In the air. 
The man. I took for dead ~hen dosed that 
~··Yizko-r" book PO\\. stuotl beside me His 
f.-ony -fingers suddenly shoved me fo,ward, 
''Show those bastard::- we are ,rill alive , "he 
scre-amed at me ·'Tc;J them t.hat the:, co-uid
no-t i-..d1 us .. Do not run from 
i.hen.1 ... demonstrate the strength that v-,,e ha'-'"C' 
as nation:· The :HJunJs: bt..-h1nd '!1:i:-e grew 
t:Yl.;U k.rudeL tried to puU bz.~k; w nm frein 
the -::.Tt1Wds of fhe ;'>,,iu.z.i·'i·(11dic.-rs, The man f 
took tor deaJ haj- a firm haict on me- ."Do )t 
fur an uf 1.1:;,"'-he whisper¢d in-rny ear. '"Never 
aHov..- them to repeat thdr trnged.ks .. k.ach 
th-ern whc we are:· he scr,:::ami;:>d ~:n,-rr af!U 
over. 

\ oicc hrca,krng. 
--~~(;, hi,:;: "\.Vill J.U~--.\\ \ f;_1 



.t.f;_i/rs--;,_· -(l1;l}t;C~iC_tl~ 'hei11g:: an 'ifln·et ~el)i~i\) ,r~llS.'··{h~('Ugh_·-tti~ pen;otrnf1:~y 
~l ~'ti!f)' !ev~t,,,,-T_t,c Judak _vi_t"\y' _po·sit~ tfrnt the ~cfo9m -.i~ \\-i-lle.d hy Gt~tl 
i>.i-\ sourt·c of m,:nl·s gn..:Jtnc-&!-:··, rvt:rn is g_rt'pt" and (:n:atlvt; because he IS 
ff:rn bV .:-o.nftict iU1-d 1:-; :ti"\1J:1y,.;; in a Si.atf:" -o-f -ontolo,gi1.'.Jl -t(;n_se~e.~S ~friJ 
rKrpk~it;i ~ ... Ttw CiJnfllct ii finaL-ahnnst ab:t.olutc,,. compl'ete n::Cond!i
~t~on is an t.sc..·hatolc-gk·al v~s.ion. t_"l\-i"ajesty . .J:nd·Hurnility'' p<25J 

\·,:, .':_·,, ' : _._, _. 
'f'tiffjfiincrit:;· 01t1.-:.-t U$cC11.a-.. -Ai.toi'lj 
l_cv~L. ll1_ml fin~s- _hin~_~i;:_lf ·c~nf 
frOnt~d'itgai~-: ·On fy~th_-~s 1-ifo_e-·-H?··; 
h not·. tru: confrontauon of a 
subj<;ct whO .. i,aze·,;",:w.i-th a,seq~_e 
f•f ~upe_~_io,:it~\ •H-.th~ <,bJ~_ct, ~e
ne~th'hi-~n, .. fmt_of,t\lj~-c_q~hl'.5u~
jeers, both lo.oel)'_ in.tJ1eir-other
ness. and rmiquencs:s. both OP .. 
pOscd and rej'ected hy ~rn ohjec
tive Order. both craVfog fort:o-fn
panion~hip. Thls confro.ntU:tion 
is reeiproc.lL ntit -unHateral. 

\1/h.:·.r~ the i_ndivhh.rn-l exP-ccts·w find tht: .rnmrmun bon,un, the reariJ:allon This. ti'rne the two c-onfroiaers 

During tht past few week<. since the petirah of Rav Solovei1chi/i z:e-kher tzaddik 
livrakhah, we have heiml divrei bespea;ro111 ·lnany qfhii iafoffdirii <Ju-rrabbeim.-11ie more -
we hear. the more we realize ,,,/zat we !1)issed 1,;yjust a few short years. While, chank, ,o !he 
gendration ,ifmechankhirn which he molded, fiis Tomh and his thought have suffused our 
Tomh education, we were not .wkheh ra have e11cmmrered his powe,:tul per-smw directly. 

8rlf-dbcrn:c-ry is fu!fi!kd., 
rnan is !-tJ mm.ontd to ,t:H.'.end 

,· the altur and -rtturn evety'+ 

rhjiig he- has just acquired lo 

God. Uhid p.72; 

de-.ile.r'u.:h; on dtl'ining tnrn-,, H j,)Vl,". td Zinn fitH.1 2~ t'Xfil"C-",';iOn :;\ ;J1;·,iiO}_:'.thv ,.,.,.,_ 

hc!wctn An:wric;n: J,:wi~h wri\i..:;s ;,1n{1 hrJdi.' poli!it'i;-tii.'- 1.htn rhc ~ 
1·e·rm doe~n'r .rtpp-l'_y -rn l<'~iv V;.::lv-...~I. Ho·Wt-',vt;;r: if ti,y,; qf :lforr-mear.s ~ 

living Jn fsrnd . !:)VJlig ir~: du:s;t"und c..tone._, . o,nnt:Uion t,_1 thr' Hot·,; 
Ci.ty .:'lf}crus;.,d_em,. and pw.;hing hV.-'~t.Y wilh ho!h h~L,dS ;-JOY -;uggC'--aliOf? 'J: 

of traveling. tu the Diw;porri, then Otl~: love f{;und i~"' fuH £".\pn; .. ~ion in f\; 

According to1he-.Ramham it ih_i;:-ha!akhif man who '·opp,J:,;.!<,!" the Sta_!,:,." Nbny Amr~r!ci1n ·Z~.crni:,l':.
i; jmpO~,sihlc for·: us 1·~1 con:.. <1r~ coriw1itttd t-o rhc St:--!..lt witfi al! their hearts and arc oDf;.:_is;ed ,_~'., iht 
ceiv,c of'seri{ing Giid with i,and . .Thethn11ghtof!ivinginhra.eifill~rhemwithfc,ti'an,d.;swt V,:'tl"kh 
out prayer. \-Vh.at is prnyer? of the two is hctte-r': ('?dtih Dodekh 'A1iddorf' PP-~' l -92) :_~

1 

lt is the \.'.ipres,;fou df a srH.1l -J 

that yearns for God in aver- Eigh.t years. ago, in the mi_d:H of 3 nighi uf icrrnr td!ul ,,1,-·1!h rbe f:orf,H\ :;; 
hal rpctlium, 'through which of M,:i"idanek, Treblinka. ·and fh1(::l-1eoViqJd, ii: a nigh1 of ga~. ;.Jw.rnhtT-, 

manCoxpress·e-shissoul'srnr- and cri~matoria: in a night of ab'.:.oiuk di,,-i,H~ self-t(iri..:c;dmenL ·.-- ·-
of hi~ mo:-.t chedshl..'·d dr~arn or vlshm ... it i~ precisely in those artas thcu stand _a!ong ~ide each other, 

~ Gt);J rtquiri:S. m.1.n !o withdra;,.v. from \\'hatever man desires m_osL (ibid c.aeh a_dmitting the existence of 

f;::; lL3t.(1 the other. A.n aloof txi~te.nce is 

We have leamed ,nany u Ramh~m widi the help c>{the Rav; we have even read his 
description ojrishonimfiling imo the room ai he learned their Torah, But when lost in a 
shim_ never did we join with the Rav in tum,ng to Rabbeinu Tam and asking him whelp us 
understand. We hem! read .ind appreciated riie projiumd frisight of Kol Dodi Dnfeik, but we 
never did experi,mc.'e the 1mwtion.arui power rif hi:1 sonorous n,ice ec!win;; off the walls cf 
an othenrise silent beit midrnsh. 

uioiis .... Had the Tornh not night nd_t:d by the surnn of doubt and apn-.L:hy wh!cb snug ht ru ~ 
manJated prayer as an· the maiden .from her hous;e into the Christian t:t;urd-,, ii: fl riigh1 of 

transformed into a-together~ex-
, ~ \.1/h;.:t i--. h,:ro-iSm i,1 hafokhah? The answer is: one m_ust perform the isu·nce. We painfully realiZe that we did not know the Rav; we know onlv "the Rav.•· We 

therefore pay tribute here to his memorv in 1[w only way we know - by presenting some of 
his own-thoughts which capture a.po.nion of the legacy which he ha~ left to us. 

:;e:d~~;:i:1/~r:,::~~·:~r1::; :~~;:~;;"~~:;,,,~;/ll:(;ti,t :~'., t~~,r-~:~:::· ;~i,::et/;"'./~~;, :I:;1,';,: Z 
>-, dialectical 1:--riovt:mer:L ,_. Thi. Tornh wanrn man who is. bold and;:W.v-e-ntor~ - '·And the Lord God said, ·it !s 

ouf-._.j1} __ l1i's1 que:H fnr _uppurtuni1i_cs~ tn act. fiero,icall} •. a!)__.d at __ the. -.:fi.n.Jd ·noret,,ud'th4t-th·c itran _s-hou ld be --
mqm__~nL_ .. st~p, __ ~~i~)r~. _hlfn a~uUn~ ~rnd _r~r_r~ar __ a}~i:: .. L WHLrna:ti _a__helpm.atI:._ ~ 

i} --.f~n;-halr,l:.h~J; 1~8.:h·e~ fn-a.~1 rio;;-tc-co-nqU;;i incrh·o~;-·tl) l()·s·e, 1i"6-\1/ to· S:CIZC opposite him .. " And the Lord 

, have known what someone hiddeones'.'\" ')Uddeniy nrnnifosis Hirnse!f and btgan to knock 21 rhf: L:nt '-N 

' -w.oul·d do when his s-o-ul of hi~. despondent and discon:w,late !ovci tv,,-i."i.tir.g C>nvuJsi\·ely nc lier 
thir~ts for God? ls it con« bed;suffering·the paJns of.tJdL'As a-n.::-.-uh i1fth;;:: ~no1!lc1 on ihe door uf ""O 
ceiv<i~1~ t.b.M.J11sl_ll_ii1h -..Vai_!_t_S __ thC ~Ri3-_Men·, WrnppC:d in- 'rii01.frhini;:: flie· sr,n~ !.1f hf'ae1 \Va's. horn: c-~K.rn,, ~~ 
mari to suppress hi1:; exp~ri- -Dt1di-D~fek"' f)p.68-69} rt 

Yehi:dkhro-bttrnkhc · 

~ i-n!tiativ1; and how to ft~HGtmce, ho·w to succeed_, how Lo invite defe.at .. and God made the bb Which he had 
~ hO-Y.'.f{) fC.SUme the $\(jving fOf Victory, {"'Ca_tharsi~" p.43) 

ences? Just the_ opposite! 

The halakhah is always rn-

~ 
;I: 

Lti rnc; c!.ptl! nut i:hi:-;. p3ssiunJl cx-p-:ri_,;:nce of Ci.rnlemptJ.rary man of fa_ith
He look~- upcn himself a~ a_~t.ra.nger in mo-dt~r-r1 society. whic.h ls te_chni
caUy minded_ st·If,.fnving and self~ccntered, ahnost in a sicklfturci-ssis
ti-.- fas:hioo, scoring honor upon honor. piling up victory upon :1/ictory, 
readiing t\w lhe distant ga!axie~, and set:-ing in- the here-and-n()W se·nsibk 
-...:.,,odd the oniy manifo~-amkm of b-e
ing. \Vhat can a man of faith. hke 
m::,-1-.dL living by a doctrine which 
has no. k-chnica! potenthd, b; a law 
v,,hi-ch cannm bC tested in rhc .!11.l:to
ra.i-vry, steadfast in .his loyah:y .to _:in 
c:-chawlogkai vis.ion whos.e. ftllfH_i:._ 
ment can.no--:! be pre,!ii.:ted with- any 

--- ~aj~:,;·~, ~:~0~::~~~~ty,t~:!f ·~omP;;;, 
advance_d mathem-<1t_ical i:akuh
tions- V.'h.:n can ..;uch a man )o:ay .td"a 
functitm.a:: militariau snciety whkh 
i:. suecul1un-oricnted and· wh,1.,}se· 
pr<lcr!c.d reas-ons. of rhe n:dn<l have 
kmg .ago -:;Uppla.med the ;-,cnsiti·'\-·e 
r:;.:tsons of the heart? {Ib.e LctllC.J..y 
;'¥fan .!1.f faith pp.6~ 7) 

undignified· one because it 1 ... a help
h;,:~ exhr.<.::rh-:.e. Buman exiSaten,_:,: is .;1 

d~gnificd une be,::<m;c if is J. _glf;ri
mh. m,'ljcstic .. poweri\d exi'>lence. 
Bence~ dignity ,~ uno!vJinabk a~ 
'long ·as m:.rn ha,s not rne-lawltd h:im
:::.df fc1.Hn b)cx.;ttence v/!lh nature 
c.0nd ha:;; not ri"t-n frnm B non:r~flcc
dve., dtgra~ing}y hdp!e~~ iu~tint.> 
tive l!.fe- !O a:n intelUgenc pbnr:e_<l 
_a-,~d n.t.aje:,.tic fH1e. For the ¾ake 1.,f 
d.1.rifrc.ati-ori of the rluubh: e4uai!0n 

hum.anh_y = dignity :;:md dignity = glory-ru3je.$_ty_ it .Is r:.ei:es~ary ta ~-d<l 
rrnolhcr t.hougJ,~- then; 1~ nn dignity_ with.our -responsihihty, ar.d one 
Cfi_n~ot .;E-:su_rne r_e:s,p-on,~ib-llit_y a, ·too.g ?~ ·he fs. not _..:ap-ahle of 1;,,Jng. u_p- to 
h)s t~mn:rhments. Only when rnan d:;es. to t-ht~ heights. of freedOm n-f 
action art;:i creafi.vfty of rntud dces he he gin to impte-mcm the m,rn.date of 
digni-fltd _reS.pt;,n~Xbiiity e·n.fru&tt'.{1 to ·him by h):, -ruaker_ {lbid p. f6) 

The-re i-"'s muc.h truth io the {un.tla_rn-ent,:d cnntemi.:-n: -5et furth. bv th;;:s 
diakcticaJ .. phik,s('fp-hies, . nameiy_. that th.ere j,; a ere,;±tive prn.-veir e~b:e<l·
-tlt~.-{! v.dthin ~mithe:.ds.; confii.:::-r- e·n-dches ex.ist•.:ntt. the negation.. i~ c.o-n-
-;t:-uer1Vt, and (;ontrndicti-v1.1 d_eet:,-scn."k. an,;.J exp.anch t,h;; uhhnate: J01titty of 
hO_th !il.1ll and the ~odd. (HaL1.lhic _M.@ p.4) 

taken from th_e ·rnan° into a 
woman and brm,1£ht her unto man" (Genesis 2: [8,22) Gq_d created Eve, an-ot-her 

human .. being. Tw~ individuals, lonely ai1d helpless. in their solitude, rneeto/ and the 
first community is formed, 
The comm,init)' can ori!y be bo_rn, however, through ri.n act ·of ·communication. 
Afte.r gazing at each other in s:ilenc~ and defiance. the two individual 5. involved 
.in a·uniou·e encou'nter begin tQ coffi3:r1twi_cate-with e'1ch_ Other, Out nf the mist of 

~ m~ieness · the mii-.acu1ous. ·word: rises and shines forth. 
f\dllffi Sli'dde1tly hegi_ns:·-t.,} t~ii(, .. He·uddr.er.ses himself to 
· Ev_e,. aild _;vit'h his .-ope~ing remark~ two· fenced-in af1d 

tereste.d in Hfe's inner probl.e-rns . .,. How is it pqssibie to assume that ii compforeiy 
ig11ored the-greatest tiua-lity - prayer! Does the Torah demand "Q'-!Ute .se:rvi'Ce, 
hidden experienc_es. without giving them a revealed medium? 
'A'hen the Ramb_~nn said that prayer- is. biblical and idetfrified_H as service of the 
hoilrt,-h~ n~deemed the love, and. the fear artd aH -oJ religious- life from muh~o11e~s.. 
He gave them a:"mouth. The lover expresses his' yearnings; thc_fearer his a,ve.:. the 
lost one. hi.<i.·c.onfusion. and 1be- happy_ one-his .ieligious 'song nf the sou-1-a!l_"wi_thiu 
the -framit,Vork .of p·rayer. ("Ra' ayt;rwf lii JwTefillah'~ .pp.5-6) 

isolated human existences Open.-up:, and they "both_ecstati- The difference· between prayer and prophecy is,_ Us 1 h:tve.-alread)' mentioned, 
ct_Hy-bre-ak through to ea-Ch: othe:i .. .('."Confrontation" ·p. 14) related not to the substance Of ·the dialogue but rather· to~ the.· order in which ·ifs 

·- _ _ . conducted. \-Vhile within th_e prophetic c.ommunity God take$ the ·Initiative -·He 
H --~-s-_ _p:a.riubn;.~.;-~_l _y_et-.n(methr-l~~+s._tr.!Je ]hat_ each.- h_~man speaks an-d man listens - in the·.prayer cO!'.nin.u:nit.y _the-initiative belongs to m_an: 

- beit]g·_live, -bot}l-!n ~n .. e1i-stent!ai-Communitri.~urrou11ded · _ _ _ he does the spe_aking, and .God.the-listening. The wor~ o_f pr_oph_~cy i~,9od1_s·?-_n~ 
-~·by:tiieoJS:-.ind.Iii~--~te:Oi iontun;~s-·ao:rteDSfOtl;.·con-::--·--- ---- -is"a,ccepted by- man. The ~:ord- of prny_er-!s.:man ~s. a"Ild-GOd~7~~ptglt:?atl~.llQ]y--

fronted- by. $traDgcrS. ln e·ach to whom I"relate-as a.-!1uman Man of Faith p.57) 
bt;!~ng, lfind a fri~.nd, for we bav~- m-any _things in common~ 
as_ weU as a stranger. for ~a~h -of U-$ is 1mique·_and wh9HY 
ot~_er~ This otherne·ss ·st~:nds in the way of.con1plele hrn~ 
tUal-onderr.t~·nding. 'ft1e gap of uniqueness· is too wide to 
l~ bridg6d.;..J.i@e_ed. it.is. .not a-gap, it is an abyss. Of course, 
tl)e.rc pre11aHs, quite often~ a harmony of interests eco
nomicat poB.tkal. social - upon -which. two individuals 
focus their atte.nth:m. However~ two people glancing at the 

_:_..&.3Ill.C,ohject-.may....c.onticu-e . .tQ-li;;ad ho1a.ted, closCd-.-in:ex
istences. Coord!nar!on of int.:.rests. doe~ notsi·ieH an e;d.s
rential union. \Ve frequent1y in-gage in commo~ enterprise 
and we pru-dent!J pursue tommon goals, tr~VeHing tempc
rari!y a!ong p2r.aHe1 roa.ds. y.ct Oil[ destinations are nut the 
sa.mc. We are hr the 'Anrds nf ·the- Torah, an ezer· - f;, 

-b-e.'tp:m-cet 1-0· ea.ch other, yt:r at rhe s:a.me time., ;vc_ experi
t"th.!¢ the ,-;tate· ·of kenegdtI - we reint:in -<J,-i-ff_~_ft!Rt and op~ 
p6.sed-to each othe-L~-- In a word~ th·c-·grc,.at~o.s~_·of man 
ms:1nifesb ltwH in hi~ diakcti.:al ~prrOach· to_ his .:::on
fr:o-nter. ln ~rnbiva1ent acting towardS his._ foHov/-man. in 
giving frit":ri{i"ship and hurhngdefi•mce~ inrdating_hlm~elf 
tc, .ahd ai the sarne thnt, :retreating frorrf hfoL hl the 

dichotn.1:ri.y of e:z.er and J.:.au:gdo \Ve find our t:rh.u11oh ai weH as tHJr defeat, Ubid 
pp.15-lf>) . 

Prayer in Jutlabm -~ is hmmd up \-\"]th human nec:ds, Wl-.mt:s, drives urrd urges which 
rn~,ke m.in suffer. Prayer i::-: ·1he rior:rrine -of hun-w.n. n,...",eds.. God \Van.ts 10 h_ear rile 
G~Hcr::- of man's: ~onfront~Hien \Vith a ruthless fCaH.ty .. ., f.n .shcrt:-thteµ-gh ptayif 
mttn fh!ds- hims,.:!L { "Redemption~ Pray-er and_ Tai mud Tvrn.b"' p.65}-

The foundation of efficaciuo:s: and noble p-rayei is human soiidarii,Y and sympDthy 

ot the Cov~nantai awarene..."s of existei1tial tog_ttherness. of sharing arid expcri
e-nc.ing the travail and suffering of those fot ?/hom maJesti;.°': A.d:mi the first has no 
corn..:etn.: Only A.darn. the second knows the-art'of Praying since he confront:--i God 
with- the- petition of the ID.any .. .-. I-f God.-~:ibandGns His lransc6ndental nurrllnr~us 
solitude: He wills inan to do likewise- and thtfs step out of h.is isolati_on and 
alnnene·ss: (ibid pp.59-60) 

.Rav Cha_im, ~nique in his g_t:ht:.ration aad m.any pre.ceding ge~er.ttions .. caused 
a comp,lete reyolutioo in holald,k thinking. Even Sqmeoite wJw'-~asj.osr hegan to 
k_arn knows thf:.L., What \\'as R_ Cihdmcs>,b:e_ngth, withm.1(~whkh Ti}rah.w5:a1l.d 

have been forg_ottcfL.. t A sharp rnin'<l-.-yes!.Depth ~ :ef cour$e! Undcrsrantli:ng ~nd 
,breadth - de~rlyl H-(r,;.,·ev-eL thes.¢ ch~$criprion~ d_on-'t capwr~- what-wa~ u.nitp;e 
ahout R.·Chaim .. R, Chaim w-as n1arried t-o the TLitah_, whereas \)ther gedi.JUm 
:\i''itM ·_~r1:g:ag_ed,-
Halakhfr- murt .Who- ls weddid· to, the .. To:rab-and--cl~a,.;e:s H) i-t.:·s,ces~' ·halakhic 
~.o-n-c .. ep.ts, ~·fr,~ls~" ·~4-lakhic ide,as _a-s if l·hoyposs~~sed_ vvic.;. sight anJ:i_ sm~lL _ I1c 
do:,_sn·t._just h\1--e •ci.;ord.ins, to ·_lutiathoh~- bl.l~ ritther Jives the hafakhah~ jusr a;b in 
he Uves· ig_ the world, r~Mah DtJdekh b,tiddotf'-pp.70-?L 74--75) 

H,.,lakbi..,;-man g):\:e, aH hi~ he~rt' U:rnlSoul ti.> Torah and fmlakhi,: thoughrn: and 
doe~- riqt re,n_ove hh_ ~hotii_ht::. froni "it :.even v;-ht':n h·t: is t~ngu.gcd In other niituers. 
T.h.e·p-fQbforos drav.-·h,im: t'il-e ques.tie-ris_ bother hl:nLthc w.nrd$ of the R:11:11h:un in 
rei;;:_rd;s tO lh\'iit_:;,. Ood irpply ~qaaHy to -the act of talm_ud Torah. ~fhis is his 
la_nr~.-te: ''h~:.P,Vj~-the ·love .thM is f~tting . fH'iC st11.,1uld 1-ove God -with· ~uch an 
·ln-te_n;s:·~:1ov~ until his entire. ~Ptti i;,, bou-nd up with lov.,ing God-_ 'W.d he~ s ahvays 
.i'RVo!ved i~ if ~~-if 1-oves.kk for • wn-mun,. ·~ R-. Cfwim of Brisk ... ft!ffiHed thls-

:::~i~;;~f ~~~d~>~;;~:;:~:~,~;,~,~li~:,;:,~:~~i::D:},,~F:,~',::::!~;~:f; 
The light flashed amLhe s.aw du.~ fruth ~n_ an h .. ~ glory. {ibid·µ. E4) 

hrnel 

The cstabli-shment· of rhe State' of- JsraeL in 2 po-lihcal senst:. v,--;,;;; :.in 

almost supernatura! nccurrenct-.. Thi;:; wa~; p .. :rhaps the on!;· props.Y~al 
whert: East and \Ve~~t were untied. l am indined to_; heiieve th;::at the 

United Natlons organization \Va~- creat~d specifica!iy for this ptHJHht 

in order to carry t}Ut the mission which Divine Pn_-,vide_r,ct: hud :Set for /1. 
(ibid p.69) 

Religion 

Homo religiosus st.ans" out in this V<;'Orld ar;d ends up in th<: supenn! 
realms-; haiakhic man starts out in. the supenial realm~ a;--;d encb up in th1" 
world. l--hmw religiosus, diss.ati~fi?d, disappn.fnt1.-::d. and unh29py, , .. :rnv::.-.. 

to rise up from the vale of tear'.-, from cr}ncrete reality. and a.':'>pires tc 

climb to the mountain of the Lord. He attempts tO e-xtrica.re himself frorrr 
t_~_e·--~~rr~W.·_~!ri3Jt~- of ~-~pi_r_ic_a_l __ e_xiste_n,:,:c_- and_ emerge_ in:to t~=- wij_e 
spaces of~'! pure and prist:i:f!e tran;;cendenrn.i exl·-;tcnce. Hs!akhic m_an..__,~_H1 
the contrary. longs. to bring transcend-encc dov,:rr into thi:::. vaHey •)f th,, 
shadow of d .. ~ath -Le. into our world~ and tran:;.furm inw the Lrnd ,::,f ;-h," 
living, 
(Halakhi£-1.Vi::rn pAO) 

.Jui indivtdual does nut be('.orne ho!y rfn0ugh iny::.tia.:-D.i .1dh.:-:.sio1'! to lhc 
absolute nor through mysterim.1'< 1,rnion wii:h the infinite. nor through a 
bot_1ndle:-;s. aH-embra"..:ing ecstasy, but. rather, thnrngh h!.1_; anim.a} th> 

1i,.ms. and through ac;uahzing th;:; Haiakhah in the empirical wc,rld. 
(ibid p.46) 

The fundamental tendency of rhe Haiakhah i~ to trp.nsLHi.:: the Ll_CJ.!it::nivc 
featuH'.S. o-1 religious -subjectivi!y -- Eile c\1mc1H of n.:-ifgioes n;J.n·~, con

s~io:.bn~~s. which surg·t"s and &weH~ like the >AilV<:s of the ~:::::.. th:-n 
pi.Ii.Hid again:st the shores tTf reality. there. to- shancr and brc1L i me, finn 
1u1-d we-H,,c:st~thh:sh-ed qu.an_tities '"Jike the nads \Vi:U- Ls!i.:ne-d'. (Ecck:~ 
J 2: fl) that no storm- can uproot them from ihtlr piat.:t". (ibid p. 57! 

Tht'- ~c1ualilatio11 of the ideal:,; of_justJce and rig.h1_t:(~u-Si1.e,;;-, is. the fiULir 
offfre ·,vhtch habkhic man foHow:;, when he, us J rabbi J::J:d ka('her in 

hn:rd, ~ervc~ his eommunlty l\1orc, thn;ugh t!k impkrr1enr.'Hion '~'f the 
pri-r.cil'.}ies of righteousr.e'$S. mJn fuifiBs rht·- tas.k t>f crcar.]or. impo?-,ed 
upon him: the perfection of the world under the JominiOn.of Halakha.h 
arHi the rerwi,.\ al nf rhe fac,: nf creati0n. (ibid p.9 i} 

i-iala-khic man's rnost fervent ,.:ks!r;: is the: pcrfei:tton of the wur!d und::1 
th? do-minlon of rtgh1eousness anJ h)ving-kindnes.'$ -· the rc-,:d;zatic,n of 
the a priuri. ideai crt.:>:atiu-n, who!::.\.~ na1ne ls: Tn-rnh (or l--foiakl-t:Ih)_ in the 
r.::aim n_f .concrete Hfc. The l-ial-nkiwh !~ not hermt'-tic:1Hy cu(k~,.::-d 
withi:n the confines of cu!t s~rnctuarie:. bm .penetrate-.:. into t.~,'cTy n.,_-·,;,_1k 
a.rid crn.rrny of Hfe. Th~ marh:tpb.s::e, the ~tre-ct. lh:e L-H:-tory, th~~ i1<:.H;~e. 
the mee-t-ing-plac:t-:, the ba:nque1 ha.1.L .:di cons.titute the h:i;,.:kdrnp fnr th:: 

rdlgiou3 hfe, (ibid; p< 9-,n 

\.lan's rn.sk ~, to ·'fJ.shi(YfL engrn.vc-. :.H~J.i:h and crc.-:n~, · ;~_s1:~i u,«,<./',.:·,,; ,h~ 

..:fnpti!'les-, in being intfi a pcr.ftt.'t ~rnJ !wi~· exjqcnc-~. b-.".Fing th:- i 'IJ'.'tin< 

'.J 

f 



the I11cessant Battle. 
E,.-(·n, d;P!" i.~ a s.o.od J::sv fnr u.sirun{. Yet lh::-re 1:.-. J day t_ha!_ Is U_L'\f like _an~· 
1/the-;. ()1;- th,1(: .. by w,;;.:;i_s. or ;..'llJ!li.'nipfatiun -.tnd ;;df~examiila~ion course. 
i-l~l-(H;;..:h-rh.;.· ,lnc-rlt's nf nur :--.pidL "-\:m(!ng the- ·ie-ngthini'l1g sJwdoV,i:-; of 

~ -1,v,:_ili:iht.VH.:" t'On1..·ei\·e nul· lnT.,; as-they- WL:re tn~dnl tn be.-Jf:onl} 

'"'"·''~ ~;;~~:~~' ';'\~;:,":: :.-:,t~,";~d,;~: ,~:;i~'/:,.::;:';,~~·,~,:;; ."~:~,i ~'"':,~~:~ 
~ EmL ~J(b-tt, his_J.inr;er J.nd hie> C(>mrnOe \l.e-ek.day vvw:kL \-V~_itond~r and 
~ ·Ya:.::' pr:1y: nMy s;.>rne residue of _th,:_• un1.~01Trn)On day. stainped upon our 

~ouh. k;,i.,.·c.u:- chan~cJ fr1:ri:.):e-1 
~ Ev:..·r,i dnv is a g;_w,J dav fr_,r Jwkkarn; ha-

i•fL Yt~i: !h-er·e :u; <la:~-- th;,.; a;c 1101 like all the 
i._,-thcr\-,'- s·t1dr::j-\t:."fi'fis d~ty; 'ti0h:.~-·rhfriforh_- _sln,:-:~- dnY 

~ --i~ac-Sii~ -i--a:-, r~ik~n-ff;_~m ·tf1!F World. !:i-.":r. the. pas.r 
;;; mornhch'-~ h:.{~ not b<::en cihsx:m frorn Ol!r ihnughts. 
i Nea.ri'y e"\ cry t:'xc-hange, ,vhetht·r thi ~ubjeci w·as 
0 Tornh or \-vorhHy maft~rs. has. hccvrne an ex;:.-lise 

to tnrer his name .ii1d bring ht:- words to our hps. :J: \Ve ha.Ye undertak?n \}:V: ... ·it1l [earning comrnh
n1ents in his merr:;{wy-~\ve who knew him wdi (or 
more pn~,:!;;ely, aspects of hirn}, and you who 

,t-.arety knew him. or knew him not at aH--and-our 
'j.har~d exp~rience has mingled recoHec:tion wi_t.h 
rcgre! and inspiration with desire. 

\Ve an knew that the- Rav zf'l charted a 
n::w path in J1.aJwsha:-·a. It is no mo.re possible· to
survey here the major su.g_vot in Je-\rish thought 
that his refh:.:tiun tr.:m1-,.f0Tmed than it wvuid be !o 
givs::.._an invent{1-ry of the numeHms ha!nkhot ,vho.se 
dipths he- piumb~d and put into words, _0r the 

_____ n_,~y_ri.td of difficult p sa e~ whv-se intricacies~--
:~o.nqu.:'r.!-d. -Let m-e ~'3! down- ths-e, es&ential i_n
s.ights an<l 2tthudes rhat uaderfre the Rav· s d~rei::h. 
in every area of Jev/lsh phifo~ophy. V-/ithout 1hctH: keys t\'e cannot begirr 
to emcr into our inherirn-nce. 

H 

l) Ph!}osopby of religion is firni and foremost .the philosophy i:1f 
rehgi_olrs realit-iet. For a v~riety of reason~ most incisively e,.p,lrirCd _jl}_ 
The Hafakhic ~Hnd, the reEgious reaiitles of Judaism are centraHy, ·and 

- 01.:1jei.".'tive-Jy; -iocate1··1n-thefiaJakha. · 

".- Tl_,~ ,n;liglou-s _r~iJ_i-tiCs O'i" .fo.daisrn are ina:Offest, _not· o_H_f)· in ·the .'ptirf~r
i11,rn·c.-e: 01_ the Halak.ha. But_a"lso in ir~- st~dy. A full experiential i_n-vi.1!v_c:-me11t_w_itb 
1n_i1sroi is impos~db1e \\-"-ithout unde:r~t.and'ing _ their menning: and sig11ifrcance, 
whence the necesshv of--learriin.g. 

The R:i\· dce·,~1ed our dm~ -pr?pirious· for the intc-.i tectu,d quest. In his·ow.n 
\vords: 

[1-]hc young /\n1eric:,rn generation .. j,; not toi.aHy engrossed in the- pragm-alic, 
utiilhui:an om.!nok,. fo the degree that aYerago people in onr socieiy ,nu.di\ 
hi'gher leYei~ ofkHowk_dg~_uud_gener::il intel!ige-nce, we·cunnot irnbue them 
\Vith ·a j~_,:.:ish slandpoirit fhO:t relies primarily on ~entiment and ceremony 

If R_. Kook whne.-s.sed the alienation of Je\VS from tradi-

_ti01mt:r~h~iu~'C0_~~_'t~e1_V-:a~-~-'.Hec~de~ 1:~~~ig;_:gie-a_~~ae~~_:, 
·-:-:-ffon ~needicr_-e_::J>OS~r~ 1_oa -comprelte-IiiiYe Jew_i:sh:phi-- -

lOsophy-_derjving ffo1;.·the sources of Kabhalll, the Rav 
offered _i simpler, _mO_re_ startling solution: renew the 
Covenant with-the exoteric sources th_at confront directly 
ot(r co.ncr.eJe experi.eriCe. Aiid despite the currently-fash
ionable a-nti--lnteHeCtualism, th_e Rav is right: U-o c-ontem
.poraiy' i:eligious Comffiitment can long sta_nd without _an 
ab.idi_i1g .cognifrre e.lement. 
2) The quest ,,f which the Rav so ardently speaks is to be 

·purs_uCd n(Jt only throµgh-:t_he ·:"-f_e_ve}~tional -c_onsCiO_uS-
ness"' (it_Ul:'t:Jfl: gillrJ_yit).._,throu~_h_:·,G9_d 1 s.ancounJer ~ith 
man, Le. through Torah. it is complemented by the "natu
ral _co.ilsciomme_ss~' _ f_lt.avaya _ti.'-' ~it),_ -the search for God 
i_llitia[ed b)'_nian. the_yearning_to u~d_?tstand·the myStery 
_of the e-xtei:nal wodd- an_d the _rays.tery of human- Con..: 
gc-io.µsness _and_ :cultu:ie, 'the foysteiy of bdng·' and: t[le· 

-- na_~ur~ ~f_reH_gio:o~ e_~pe~_ien·ce (as·_dfst{ngnishCd-:fr~_m·-i_h·C 
confrontation foitiaied ~L.9..29)0 Man.is.crcat~A in tl!e •.. __ · . 

:__:1Ea~ie--of JihfG!e:a.tor~'-a11d -~he-_tl:pre&S10ri-"-of.--htlm1:t1i-·ere·
ativity through the quc~t for theoretical and practical 

mastery of th~_cxtei:nal wOrTd and the woi-Jd-within c_onstitutes a fuHi_Hfilent of the 
nafure given to-_us by God. Every_ad.v~nce_io oqr'sc_ientific-and cu_ltur31 _ende~vor_s. 
says the Rav. brings with it :a deepenhtg of our rclig.i-~·ms awareness as wen, 

Thm1gh -the R3v heartily __ end_oises the ~earch for God via the natura1 
cons_dOusnes1i~- he kri.o.ws. its inri_deq.hacy: the .he:av_ens spea~ the gl:o_ry _of_G_o<l; hut 
a personal relation with God is attai_nable on!y thr.ough reVelation. He also knows 
the inevitable fine.at o.f moral.and_ intene-rtual-anarchy when religion relies on the 
aH too human results Ofh}nnan investigation and cu_ltnre.· Bilt the·untruthO-f a one-

---S idert--:a-pprqach do_es- no:t-.dtrnin'ish--hiii- affi:rm--a: tfun- -of -man~·~--dtt-ah~aiu-~the-:-- ----~-..:.: 



the -opf19s.itioJ1 bctw~en what 
we Hve presupposes. -What is 

dis.t,iDctivc and fun<lafficntal·.b honest recognition ·Of the. du_aiity in man's 
life a.n<l the.h<,-mest attention to the significance moment:< the 

lnitinte<l by God the search. in.tUated by 
1rnau,,u1my eilvisloncd by Rav'.is-rfco1T-;truc-

ti-ve rather rt·:'allties. the Rav is indifferent tO-the dcmrind 

CD.p'ture:s 
s om e 

autonomy and submit to regnant 
August 1 l. 1953. explaining. the ,Rav' s 

m''"'"'''m,•nt in the plaJJncd JPS Bihle trnns!a:tlon. 

0
" "'" """"' to_do is ·Ii.Sten- to him and &wallow h-ls ideas. 

o.f the modern exp<~n and schnl,n on- our 

that .),on are a bit disturbed about the probability 
of being ieft-out. Let you that this ·~ntitu(l.e of fear is ,responsible fo:r-many 
_cq1Ilmis.Siofls _and· o~issiytts·, cnmpn:1niises-and.falfacies on our pan 1;vhieh have 
i:.~nntributed· greatly-to ihe pfe_\,aHiflg_-Confusi-on -~vi:t_hirrthe Je_-w-ish·community 3nd 

~-------"'~e-th.:..._!ess cf ot1.- self es~Cem; ._Q°ur ..:.,.:peribn-(:.:. of 0,J~ :e.1 ,-es a8. indepe-i:"Hi-&'1-t-~-Rt--i-tM-,s-

schoL:srs, ,..,.;th tht~ir Uih~nit;:g }n-:,;\nct 
J?esidt:· the p.oinL bus,;ily pi.an progratrunc-,·a.nd rn1Hrrc1Ke 

the politician"-, poJ.~mici:,h, 1;..:frh 1.rn:faiJa1g 
the superfici~i .and the half~tnit!. hra·,ciy try to m:.:.keliim do, 

pur~1cy rnany anecdOtC\, AtnL•ng the 'idcn!ogi· .. ts. some hJithd:,, the '_h 

;~~"~~",,~~nient" rc\~;,1le a::r'.'.,~~,'.~'::;r;:~~;,'e ci'~',;'~,;;;,;J;,';'' ,,uun,erp""' '.~ 
Vv'hat then bec,rn·ic<.; ynu .:rnd looking b;H:k :m 

gettable and bopiDfJ th;:,d '>Uffltth!;·;? cf j; d(ng"o-

icaves us chcm2e.J fore·;rcr'_i \VhJt ~hdU t1Jk,.: v. !th 

biHernw<:el:. HHYniHg in a 
for. his kind of surmr,;;r_ ;;nt1 c Jnkn1phtc-; 

f,:ar·cr:. 2 ---l ___ . .,j 

mindecL in the RJ<..:'s >AT.rd';,;. !k0.r 

individuals. How mu..::h \\~, -you and 1--ha' e to be grn1efu) fur \\·ill 
tlt.;pend, in large measure, o:r, our spiritual 
courage. \-Vith pn1yer:-: for God' i help, kt _u~ 
good fortu,1c. 

f , 
j 
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Unto The Nations 
by Shifra Liberman Cnmmaodmen!:r, that wer¢ -and htad:-. f•f · 

e.:x.clUsiveiy · tQ h.rael. Why then, did Ri.ttibt E!azar fo:ation -of their dt~m.;.;nd,;. fur 
caL ~.ind c ;unnrnk re:f0t rn Israel is a nation, hut posse~s.-~s a (;haracter 

(hat ·ctistingulshes it ffo_m other :members of the 
munity of nUtions_ Is.rael w.a~ selected by 

example from an iJo!.ater. 
th'7 ·1 
·~·,.orkL 

,:cb:,1 <-!ru,111d ih(: ~:} 

the~4.Jr(Segulah, •·vZhyirem li shouI<l (Jnt~ ~xornpk th:--- influ,_·rrcc ::-, 
19:5), and was co-n~equcnce are hi;, :,igr:ifit,ani ! ,;nt!·1bL,i;nn l•J 

natirn;t~, Sin1ultan~ous1yf)osse:sses que::i-tion'? Rabbi Shimor: r1t huFi<rn dc\f!c_-;p, 
a identity n_s a Hnuimlekhet kohaniin .v.egoy trns problem. ~xpl~inmg: that Rabhi mcnL j;,1<l.:1i"'.ffl rtnythir,g th~ ;:w., 

kados}(~ (S{iemot 19:6): AS a mamlekhet koiuminL response w-.:ts inlt'n<led lo i.:onvey a flinda- elem world aHair:i::cL um ,miy rn its c1.hic;:d 
~enei_ Yisrael we.r~ Qe~~gnated as priest;, of God, mental concept in the·fuffiUmcnt cfthe-rorah'~ Cfrm- out!nok whi.;;h nnrmJJly e,,:fendc, he,yPn:d mt, 

enjoined to senre the world bf spreading God1.s name mandm:e,nts: th.afth"e pinnacle of the nun .Jew·,; ob'..;er. 1+cope {tf the ia,,;,. but in i1s kg.al :.,ystcr.n a\ 
among the nat~ons. Dir.ected tO be a gpy kadosh. vance is·mefely th.es.tarting point of a Jew's ohllga- wel!. 
ls~ae:1 was also required to a~t it:1· a Godly mariner, t,ion:{J~:wish ·Qbser~et: February ~988). Jews >1re The Cqde of Hamrnurab1, c0mpuscd 
l~itating Qod\s actio!ls as" m~4eis.ofbeh2vior for th€! expected to perform ~e· mitz11ot at an even gre·ate'r about two Dr three hundred· years befr:re the 
people oflhe world. Their priestly e.ndeavors were to level than that of the.·most devout non-Jew. Jews received the Torah, seem, to es press 

,.,, ,.,., 

last fo.revet,-the~r mission never ending u_ntiJ., the-tim.e Add.itional responSibilities and higher ex- many ethical values in common v,cith the 
w~en aH thci wodd would recognize,H~shf!m~ "48ayyam pectat!ons of the Je-.v do not~ however, assert superi- Torah. For example, hnth codes. include W 

hah,uyihyehHt1:shemechadushmOec!tad~'(Zek~arialt ority. ,. Despite the universal brotherhood of man laws against killing others. However. !he 
14:9). Israel becallle, like the God they ~erve,.and the which resul!s .from ail having been created in one Code of Hammurabi has o"e significant, dif. 
Torah which they guard - immorlaL "When you Divine image, each nation has a distinct role in·God's ference; it delineates between classes of 
pass tl1rough the· waters· J will be. w.ith you, and world, and so each possesses- a distinct task and people, between the nobility and the com
through _ the rivers, they shall not- ovefwhelm, you~ (espOrisibility ~ Israel's responslbiifry is to d!ssemi- mon people. :rhus, if a nobleman· idlb an-
whe;n you w,alk through fire you shaH not ~e burned·, nate the cozycept of God artd moral behavior, Thus, it other man of stature. death h-i~ 
and the flame shi!H not consume you" {Yeshayahu is necessary thattheir-own behavior maimain a higher punish,ment. if he kiH'::a mere com-
43:2)~ ethical standard. moner. the punishment is less severe. In 

The tWo roles of mamlekhet kohanim and goy But this-inferred minimum stand 01rd <£ff&_~:9ntrast, Torah law -d.o,e . ..; not ass.ert such 
kq,dosh have. differen.L instrm;tiOns and accoffiphsh havior for _the Jew "!s just the beginning. We are in · hierarchical differentiations. There !s ne 
distinCt, although overlapping, go3.ts. 'f'hemamtekhet fact required to do even more~ Ramban on "k-!.Hfoshim -dl~t:r-fm1nath:m bet1A'eer: the nob!?. or c,:im~ 
k.ohanim aspen is specific~Uy dlrected-ouiWafd. ~he tihyu li" in Pars hat Kedoshirri (19:2} says, "·kad?sh et C mon people. any rn9re than be~v:i'.en a born 
nation·s_ priestly" actions_ ar~ intended tp. bring the att,mekhabemutarlakh/'"·s.anctifyyourselfwith,vhat Jew and a g{!.r (Sf~emor 12:49}. Even our .. 
world c:losi;t _to.GOO. The goy k.a4osh.aspect dictates The caH to act abcn;e and actions rowa.rd non~Jew~ ;J.ft reqmr~<l tb b-e 

----caccm°'l"'Qi.:te-ofOe1\aVloFTtppliCifffif5oth w1th1nllie'Jewfs1i_:-" ifiC-rnW~:·n-.fnirn"ffiiihi1rG! hiufilin,·· 
natior1 and when confronr!ng the outside :world. The is something whi-ch is exdusi..,·e to the Jew. That 
two roles :merge~ JOrgi~g our h:1e!itificuUbu as the um what distinguishes rhe Jew as kudosh. part of the gay 
segulah. \\/e...wHi f~rs.texamine thp. inw~r_dg-uykadosh kad1,sh. By going beyond the minimum mandated 
and then rnOve- to exµ!qre th~ of the Jew as a standar<l of behavwr, she :ianctlfie'.:. herself and the 
teachr;r, a~ part of a mamlekhet namt:: of Hasht:m ilffl:ong rhe nations, The Jew addi

The Role~ of the Am i/egulah· 
(;(Jcy Kado.,h 

tionaHy sanctifie;,;, God'~ namc- l n his le s}km s.Jutma_·..:uri 
fulfillment of the cornmarrdments. Netz!\· 1.\Tites 

regardir:g ,,.,,th,7·iitan ii segulah"· :dn1..:e the c:omm,Eu.l
ment~ are eX.pressh1ns v,i!I. their cx;;,>cnt!on 
shQuid be intended to 

11c;unlekh.et Kohanim 

chiimed to hf the tmly rom:e thr.)ugh which .. s,1!va
coutd be achie,;;e.a. R:1.tht'f. it a~;-,ens that -·The 

1.lmong the- Gentiles- wiH hs:n\! p0rtio:n in 
to cum;;··· (To.,aj01 Siinhedrin L)b-). Iln: 

nf the ffUJP.tlekht::I kohanim ,vas nor to cunven the. 
world Judui:::.1n, but w convert the entire 

t-0 behef in God_ Th.:'.· tragic: exile that \Vf0 are 
e-xperie-ndng i:s but an o-pportuniry for .fsra_d to 

mankind ~loser to Gnd \Pe:sachim 87b}. 
It is in this exile rhst we have seen H1t.'.'. influ-

ence of Judaism on religions. The reHgicn's 
co:nc,,i,tuat and moral has manifes.red itself 

cm ""{fie sai}.:e· lt'.\'ei ·of }t::-.tice as thi;~~-to\i·a:-:J 
Je\:..':::,.. H.zbbeinu Bachya J·r. t-ds 1A·1)rk. f[ad 

f1gKeJJ1JJ£fl. explains that me •..vn-rd ··1::f'"drk"' 
in the pa.\uk. Iirdc)"'. f {)[vt1ri.m 

l6::!0), is re.pc-3.ted ro indicate that the Je¼, 
must t1..•ndut~ him:-,df \"-·ith. I :ghreuu~nci~S. 
anJ juqice to bolh J..~w ;1nd non-Jev, alike 
Thu~. a. Je\A- i:-: requircJ to g-i\'_~ n lli)B.-Jt-\\· 

.:rs,.istant:c and !~:ed,-,kch wh,.·n n.eedt::-:..L ln 
bu\inl:'SS ma~tcrss he mus! £lt.:al br1nesti;c. He 

co-mm.a.ndc-<l to ~.~'..ea nnn~Jev;:·~ !ile. i'.\!l 

eien1a:-:n1s tt; di 1: i Oid peopl.:. rs_~,___,, ·\.,_t:rs;.' 
frequ.;ntiJ pU! out of dH;: v..2y. t'S-pc~l;:.;.Hy ,n 
1imt: tif need'~ (H, D. Gris.vvh:L 'r'he RdLg,hm 
of the RUtveda pp<9,2D). E'>'e:-1 Ptito d:p
provcd of in..fani!cide-. ·'Th~ nff:.;pring uf th-c 
inferior. or ofrht" b0ucr \'\-h-::.~n rht"y chan,·e tn 
he defonn1::d. wiH he p:;J.t a\va;· in ~ome my,.:;
terii..n1s unkn_,,11,vn a~ the} should b,;..,., 

aho prevaded arrKn).: tht Hin<lus and Per-

great social and democratk n:wv-ements of an;v infant. 
in _th1;'! last few ccnnlfies1 which hirve fofmed \\-as the 

pur present world. The fnu:nders of these m.ovem£-m:s 
us~tl the Tor~ as their inspiration - and 
i)m:nan equality, brotber.hof~ and peace_ Pne.si<lents - -c-tm.tin.1;.ur-d an pt.Jge i.4 

f 



n i&riot/aftjteoutset, a refuge 9f'gtace 
. ·y· for the ije,sponde,nt .ancl.de&perate, 

t{ . . {;,~11eil<Z altted sttealn forcttished,spiri.rs; but a 
:~'. C lf raging;clam&oustorrenl of man s consc,ous-

. .neS:s. witb aH its eties. pangs and torments, ... 
M Out l.)f th¢. straits of Jnne.r• opposftiiln and 
~ · i.ncongruitie~: spiritual doubts and_ un,ei·tain
t'- tiei;,co'ut-<>f thei:lepths ()fa psyche rent whh '2 · antino_m\es a_nd c<>ntradictions. out oft he bo_t· 

.. ·:_ :romles, pit of a· soul that mu.ggles with. its 
- own torments l ha.ve called. I have called unto 

'Thee, 0 LorJ. (ibid p: 142) . .· . 

..... 

J;,;;·t~I·lMfrf;;r(lt{ Ji••>n•· 
f¢ltfn:$'<iith~~ llls·indet)en4Crice·o'.r''/l;l1Fte1fltooil:·The 
ffl<lttO p( tli~ "I" of destiliy ls, ''agai;.nsl )'9Uf will ~OU ; 

. ai:ebo.rn,uida~~nstyciut)ll:illyou<lie, but you_ljyl';of ·. 
yo_11r ni-~ ·ff~e,'\,11(?; f~N'.{i-J podi potJt:tnp,5,~05:4} 

1S~ti~1ni ~~~~~;ill>ti\J wtifld. i;,;rder ;Jq6n;ilb~~--
•. > · : ,' 's·o~e~~~~.g .to··man, .i.n qr,d~(tfr~t,a~n~~.nt..~f~tJd.~ 

. 'I'he question ofsuffering,Jlld~iirri sJaimli, may be for him, in order to (edeein h{m from ~orr(!ption. 
raised in two distjnctdimensions: fate and,;iestiny:··· \iiilgarity, llitd. deprit\rity. From' oui. of its inMs,t_ the 
What isthe ~llture of an existence offate?lt is an' sufferetnwsi arise e11~bble4 anq refined; 'Clean,anci 
existence of compulsion, an e~rstence of tile type .. pure ... , Out.o(the hegatfon. grows ·1~e affirmation, 
described by the Mislm11h •'.Against your will do ypu out 6f the·antithesis the thesjs blossoms forth, and out 

. live mi.I your life"·(Avot 4:29), a purely-factual ex:i,i.t• of th~ abrogation. of reality th.ere. emerges a new 
ence, one li.rik.in a mechani¢.al chain; devo_id ofintian, reality: (ibid p.56) · 
ing. i/ireciiqn, purpose, but' subject to the (otces o.f.,,. . . . · 
the envfronm~nt into which the .ijidiv,iduiil.hiis been. · Wh~f.the. im~ulse}f int<;llectuaJ.:~rIGsity [seiz!-'s, , 
cast byprovidence: Fithout anypriorcon$Ultafion, hold _()f ~ p~rson; he ought_to d,fnaµ11ht•t!llt(ind · 

What'Js the n.ature of an~xislence of deMiny? Wis strength'and ehco11,,getllent inb'is (aith jn _the C:re
an act1ve mode.of.;l<iStence, one:Whfrein llll\OC0/1: . al~f; ~in4icat~,Qod'sjll<i!l,~~e~i. a!ld 11!:k~o)!,;led/N 
fronts the environment. into which_ lie "'as thrown; .the ·perfection· of His wqtk. (ibid !J.63). ,,· .. 
possessed of an understanµlng of his uniqueness, of. . . i';! ·The reluctance·on the·part of homo religiosus. 

-~ to accept Maimonides" rationalistic id_e.as is 

5--~-~t~u-~-,---c~-~-u-~-u-e_d_fi_~--~-P-~-g-,-,~3---Je-w-is_h_f __ a_w_p_r_o_p_o_s~~-~th-e~fu-n_o_v_a~ti-v~e-i~-0-e~a-t-ha~_t_e_v_e_n_~t-o-m~·-.. -~-e·1~i-v1-'~~----J7e~m-o-n~.~-t~;a-i~fo-n_s_o_f __ ~~is~G~·-o-ill~y~-·-ch-.~-• 

. ~.:_JDetited death. ''.Ag;inst your will you were while'ex-istingin a primitive world, niancanraise ~is. acteristic. Theirc<>deoihehavior inspires otbersand. 
bom aml against your will you wil1 die" (Pirkei mor.al level and be Godly. . . . . ·.·· sanctifies the holy n~me of'God among tJte nations, 
Avot 4:29). No one hut Hashem 111ay µeci4e Therefore, Judaism teaches moretban s.ocial. In tl!is mllnner doe~ Isl'i\el;t.rulyfulfjlH~,ir cl!argeJo 
when a person ·s life should _end. justice. . Jewish law teaches .the G:odiy qualiiies of · be a·holY nalion, a !l,&tfon :o~ priest~, ))eiilgJ<nfkadesh 

Al~o opposing the popular conoep- humaneness, tenderness, lll!lgnanimity and· se'11si~:v· Hafhem: • · ' · · · 
tionthatoldpeopleareuseless,Jewishyouths ity to ·o.ne's fellow.: ·Israel's actions ba~_oii·tbe_ 
.~e advised to turn to the aged for gujdan'ce . 

. "With the aged there is wisdom, and.in length. 
· ... · . of days the.re is understanding" (fyyov 12: I_ 2) ... 

The aged are to be cared for, sheltered, and. 
honored. "You shall rise before tbe aged·and. 
show ileference to the old .. /' (1/avikra 19:32). · 
~ · Judaism's ·humaneness '.was evident 

even· in: its. attitude· toward. capital punish
ment. While accepting capital .punishment in 
principle, it is actually nearly impossible to 
execute an offender. Rabbi Elazar be1i'., 
Azaryah said that a sanhedrin which im!Josed 
capital punishment. once in seventy years ·was 
considered tyrannical (Makko11:10), Rabbi 
Tarfon and Rabbi Al<iva declared, "If we had 
been member$ of the Sanheclrin. no man wo11ld 
ever have ~en pulto death,,. (ibid). Every-

. '!liilig possime ~as <loiie 'to· acqu1rt11<1 ·ac" 
· _cused:. The witnesses were thoroughly exam

iee;i:and crosaceita111ined. If finally sentenced, 
new. evidence in favor of. acquittal w·as al
ways accepted. This concept of legal appeals 
on thC: basis of new evidence has transferred 
to mi\der1(law ii$ well. .. 
. . . . .'I"he .'.J'6rah's s~nsitivity to llfe ex

t;,nds even to :animals .. ''Unlil the !_9th. cen
t'l't}', crli¢lty to animal was nowhere rllegal 
:except i_n .Jewish law" (C:ecil Roth,~ 

. · ... i:~ C\:intributitlll to CiviliWlWl pp: 343 f;), 
"'~ducy•of relievi,g;itbe,suffetI,:ig of beasts 
is_ 1'.~blfoal law'' ($lra}>b11t !2~b). "A rlgb0 

. ·teq11s man l>a,s r~ga,d {or the soul of his beast" 
; (Mf.$Jlei q: 101, "Y:ou sliait -~ plow with an 
0~an(!-ad9nke~toget11~,:'.(~ev11rim2Z:IQ). 

t'' ; b~~~ t~ :strength o(tlie !lonkey is 1"" 
; ,thJiij..t)tjtl.Of t!i,eox. rutdbe _w<'iuld be.overtaxed 

"\;,. ··:t(for"'14.!o\eep.up.with !he il'x (Ib.ri Ezra); 
\ ' '"A 11$U: is~.eii forbidden to eat before he 

·'if~s ~t<i_ltis bfflf." saiitRabbi Yehudab 
·. i1t~ mune!lf.Rav (Be~hot40a). . . 

~::;,;: ·.. .• . !b.1$; Jewish fl!W taught tile v~lue ,of 
' life, ~ ii4dmo4, italso introduced new coif- · 
, cll~:of ~ity .. imcf sensitivity; izltilll. and . 
·. . . in a woflit where·aber~ 
·· . f promi~qity were ellCOIII· 

.tato·s,~ re,ll{ding .a eo1t1• 
W'onle!ll. ~d Stier~· wntin-gs): . 



Letters to the Editor 
aged from Wei.ring tcfillin even though there 1~ no 
tt~chnicai halakhic prohibition, Mahar~hal's po;;ltlon 

To the 13ditor: is prefaced by the w,orq~; ·•rwnethekss,. nowada.y'S- ,1-.. e 
Too- oftt.:n in haiakhi..--: dchate on controversial should object," and hi\ for-rrwlatif1n of the guf nakf 

iilsues, the facts of the ma.soret are diMorted fo1;1tem issue in terms of genera! cleanHn(;~:, cert3Jnly iea'H:-; 
shamayyim in support of what are perceived as nee- ronrµ for dhcus;,,jon of whether he would ohjec! to 
es~~ry po!Sitioll.,ll. Formulations that grate on n1ode-rn women wearing tt:.fillin in our day, in v1hi1,.·h iht' 
sensitivities are buried 1 anrl contrary preced~nts ig- availability of runnfog water ha:-; raised ~tandard,'.> c.f 
11ored. Uri Cohen's respon.,se to P-Jyssa fk·rgt:r re- -personal cleanliness to le·"'e!~ unheard of in pre modern 
·garding the p-roPrfoty of women wearing tejitlin .'lodety. Furth0::rnorc. he pre-.nmab!y v,'t1uld pcrrn:1 
clearly had no such in.tent 1 but I fear that r:.ome of the women as t::Xc1;:ptional .;1s Ivfichai tn wear teji!iitt in ali 
se.c-ondary sources which influenced him were not so socieLJes. 
innocent. A:;. a result. his artide wa<; unintentionally A,-ukh haShulchan' ~ suggcstk•n that rhe gu.f rwki 
tmt nonethele:ss_seriol)s]y_1uislc~ding ai:id inat;curatc. i~:S-tw prevents. wqryen from \;.-:earrng t!!.fil!in b~calisc 
- Torah Judaism's major ad-Vantage: in our ongoing they are pattut, and not be.cause they are ks:,, c.3.rcft.d 
battle with anti-halakhic group> is our superior know!- than men in keeping a guf naki. is ime·r,;l:,ting but 
edge and inteliecttiaf honesty in dealing with trn.di- difficuH to connect with ?'v1a'haram', iangu·agc. 
tional texts. Our authority comes-from our fidelity to (RHva· s expin11ation t}f the rejeded. positicm thaf 
those texts; we shouJd no sacdfice it for shun term women may not wear tefil!in may accord v;,ith Arukh 
gains on narrow i;,_sl{;~S. I'd like, therefore, to briefly haShukhan) .. \he Mah~ram·s formulation (\Vhlch ic;, 
try to set the- h8.fakhic rect>rd straight_ · echoed in the h,2vah amino; of many other n'shonim: 

Among rishon.ftn; Rahbeinu Tani, Sefer mention should also be'ma:d,;;: of Ramban·:--; explana
haChinukh~ Meiri, Ra~hba~ Ri_tva, Agudah~ Shii:)bolei twn that this position i:; a function of '~nashi1r1 da 'arnn 
haLf"kket, Orchot Chayyirn, various coll~ction> of kallu(') is that women ''are k~s careful in grtf naki'' 
Tosafot, Nimmukci Yosef all hold lehalak.hnh that or "'do not know to ~e careful with regard to gul 
Michal wore tefillin w.ith Chazal"s approval. nakL'" 
Nimmukei Yose.f adds that his positiom, wa~ the None ot this i~ intended i_o suggest any conciu
C\~nsensus ln Sefarad and supp.;rtcd by Ramban sions halakhah lema 'aseh. which wcP1!d c!ea·rl:· de
(Rambm1 1 s position cannot be- demonstrated directly p-eruf o-n der.e.kh happe.-,ak (the rel.3.ti ve- weight given a 
from his chiddushim). Th.is position is also .sup- con~ensus of rishonim versus a con'iiT1s;u::, of 
ported hy the straightforward ieading of Rashi and afharonim~ and the w'iHingnes...~ to recogniLc change 
R-imha.rn. There i& no sagg..::stit;m in the rishonim that in s.ocltil reaHty as a fuch)r in pesalc1 and an evuiua-----~_rm:--wss"exCC!pfiollafiffTiifsregnro:-- - --· ;-~- -~- tiQn-·or~rne ·cofnl11U·ii"id -sifo.itrOn--1.Wo~jcf .-permuiing. 

The position that wome:ii may not wear tefi!lin is , women to v.-ear teffl!in be a dam.J.ging confo.:,-.,!011 or 
held by I'v1aharam as cited hy -his student Koi ·ao halakhk mutability~ or a way ti; avuid esrr:,.nging 
(Orchot Ch.ayyim a\so cites l\1aharam but disagrees} committed women from hr1lakhaht. Hcwc-ver. there 
and ~laharam's student Tash-betz {not the sephardi_c certainly h rt)om to 4uestion (at lea1.,.-r theoiericaily} 
rishon R. Shlomo _hen "f.zemach Duran). H~gahot w-heth.£.r n \\'OnHrn-~ YO\'-'. to v.;eactefiUin is ip.~-of,cto 
Maimuniyyot cites anonyrn1o_uSly a posHioo· Hiat in.v&lid bec:m~e comra-ha!akhi~. and ~ fesponsihle 
iNomen may not \vear-tefiJlin because '·:,,·eyar-be'ishah posek who permitted V/Orncn to wear refifli.n, partic-u
ervah," an 'arguiilent that prestm.1.ab}y would be Hm- larly on a case by case basis-. could'not be d1smissed 
ite-d to ttfilliti_3hel rosh. out of hand. 

Thus the vast majority of rishonim. permit women 
to Weaf te/illin. The Mechtiber fofiows the-,r Vle-w --
{de~pite c_iting 1'-A:abaram in Beit Yose.f~ he3:q:ake& no 
m~_nticn-of a iestrictio~1:on wome:.n. in Sfiid/r.han A ru_kh; 
standard ha!~1d{ic meihodolugy tak~s this as coi,clu
s,ve e.vidence iliat he disagrees with Maharam), but 
the Rema disagrees, Rema presumably follows his 
and Bc:i, Yo0¢f', e;tpla11ati.:in that Mah,ram took into 
i,ci:ount the posltiv!l ,;r ,.uifo,, thal Chazal ol>j;,.,ts;d 
to Michal's action. (eixw by Tosafot; tbe same posi
Lion i, cited in the l'enuliair'lfii ~s agams! that of the 
Bat'li. (Th-is •um, oft'lland, however, s-0mewhat 
curiot..ls~ aS gS11er1UY: the authority of the !J(n•li is 
unchalle11god 'in ltawkhai!. !t become, cu,ious0r J<e! 
if one, ·aC°t:~pts · tho VHna G~on · s- en1Jmdation of the 
Yrr11sh.qlrttiHesikta, in whic'h 9a&'t! the Yerushatmil 
P«!siJra merely re"'ord&.1i disagreement on th!N issue 
tath~t than taking. a Qefini~¼ve' stringent stance. H 
see01,s po~S!bk, ,although th~.ttf s ~& teal evidence 
eithei wa'J~ -that M~hafam ll:ecepted the Bavlts per
mitritlt wnmct1 w~wear tefillin itt Talmudic time<.;, but 

· beli.cved that the women of his tinw wt'.re unaMe or 
uuwi!Hni to .nrni;_Hain a ,~i naki.} -

l know of no antho-rities after the Rema who 
def!"sly permit WOJUen t{; wear- rejilifn (\vhkh by no 
me.ans !mp]je, that there t.1Tef1't any). hui it is irrtfH'.."l-r
tanL tG nJte th.at few fu-.lh"t'-· Rema' s rationale fo-r 
o~jcoti.n! !D th~ practice" R&tite;:, th\y foHow 
M~ba~~J.aL who s-ugge.")ted dua. ?vli•::h.aJ wa::• S:.\cep 
tiBftu1 a.Ad th-$.t \V-orncn sfH.Hifd HH!rcfore he' dis.c-our 

Robtrt Klapper 

Response fl: Tile End 

Uri Cohen responds: 
~- A person's word~ of Torah eaano~ stand unless 

he stmnbles in then1"~ \Giuin 43a). f'tfy frie.nd Rohert 
is right: my assessment o.f the rish.tmim was wrong. 
What I should have done (and what I orlgin»Jty 
intended) was t{\ stress the 1..u·fu1h}nim and to say: 
"'Once the Rem.a nded in ac--~o-rda.m.'.e_ vvith ?vfo.h.arnm 
and: To.safotL that became 'the cl-earcur halakhah (for 
Ashk~nazfm, anyway). Funhermore. the unanimity 
of ocharoni»&. both Scphard_ic and Ashkena1:ic, in 
accepting the Rema in this maHct makes it a fonni
dable task for any postk to be lenient today... That 
w11s. what. I me.ant ti.'t say. ~-

{ v;ould Hke tu reip>.Jnd to Robert ht3re, bui I wiH 
noL As .i stated fast issur, '"'Hatne1:aser is nm: tht 
fvrum for a fuH-blovvo halakhic debate.'' The inter-
e-sred reader ls invited to continue the' debate outside 
of H-3m·ev3-ser, !O lo-f1,k up the sources for hrn:VherselL 
and i:o ask his/her posek. , 
ED: \Ve wuukt ffke to note th:tt .Alyssa Berger diJ 
herself respond to Uri Cu.hen's ..::ritiquc of her ie-Ut'f. 
However, we feit that .\fr. Kiapper's. response w.1-; 
mHre eom.prehr:n::.ivt. 1\ev-enh:ett~1s., \-'-"e CfHKed~ to 
.-c\.lys.,'5a Berger-s ohs:ervatinn th4t CH.ff usage qf the 
phrn:,;e "Bf'"rk.n its· Bl :.wd.:.r" lt·a~ tHHfojy hars.r, ,:.nJ 

,,J 

in th.t Adai- 5751 is .u-.:. ~w f:dit;)t;cil ~!ate" t_FJ 

subjt:ct:-, i~ of "a mnre :ntelit:'-chu.J, optIL 

:rnd ana.iy'tk na.h:r,:.· ·i hi,.__, '--'att.:,ri;:~:t eli~ 1!:, 
a {!lJt:.;i.ji,i; ,that !llU:--1 bt: c11t'--:v,;;.•rcd r..ny r:mr: 

'_,.j 

\'le t:-dk o!' op,:111!<;·~·.- u; v,..h:..1i ;Ht v.e upcn'! 
'f h~ /4,t~r i.:;suc· :--. dhs.·us.-.. inn ut l-:fais Hille! C 

,C 
u:1d Hai..; Sharnm;:;! is.: J,;;,1uteJ pnm,!rdy t(i 1.!d 

the thi'vcies of C(J11'--.en ati-,'~ idi.:olo6HC..., ;\\ 
f.'.or;scrva.:ivc ·id-:-o_iogll'::-,. the.1r c_rrnjccu..r~:.\ 
a,i,J CT.nalyse::. :ae ther;:-for-: h1ghiy 'oU<:.fH:c1. 

Ccn;equen_tly. they ..,hotd<l n,.a he g;vt:n pri-
1n;g:y in SaLlch a di..;cu~siorL .'-\ f:.mhe-r;;;or..-:-c-

~:;~c; ::\\~;~tn;~:!:tl~~:,:,H--.~~;: :~\~;o:~· Vi 
ph,;hed Tor~h-!.ru,.-, Tal!"nudic ,cholJ::. ,i\l 
though the reiecuvn ef lhr- htTC'i.(c.;, uf 
Grnzberg :1nd F!nkc:!'.<,ttin i~ LitH.fahk, ~hf 
acc~prnrn:::t- vf Fnm~.el'~ h ... 1.,:p;;thcses wn2'um: 
-.uch ,anct~un i~ highly protderrwtk. 

tt·:-:, t;ue lhctt the Ramb:1m 'c~iid. "oci::cpl 
th~ tn.tth flom \vhoi:rh:::\er :;ays it." t;.·s ,d--s,,., 
ir:Jt: th.al the Ram~·,:..1.m 1-;o~!d nm app,nv,: nf 
a-eccptlng :1s t~u~ :i.nythinr ;nccnsi'-1'."'.rit <;f 

1.rre·:un..::dahk ,;,·1!_h Tl>c> Ti:;r .;h. wt:ch i.s Tutw 

tmef. I(:-, afso tr:Je that the R~mham do(:~ 
nut ,.hrect m, to swdy ~ht' ,,,_.._:u::ks of th: 
Karaite,.., in on.i-cr t,:; acflk• .. ·(;- _:.rn UEd_er'.SU-i_~~: 
ing of tlw Gcmai:~L v,,_'h;.H w-vu!d f,r '-1! 
abt1ut·wd~y·s here-..t;:s:·? 

Ou: must net :--ay "·Ei/u i:·:-·iu/· ~·d1-ea ,: 
.::unie.s !(, Orthe:GoKy aid CtJfbc!·.,·at;,;1.:1. 
Ins:cad, orie m1i-..t t\:"cogrnze iii:,turt,on:-: and 
de.ni.:d, of our faim fer \.Vhti! ih;::v o.rt c:,.nd 
rcjcc1: them utterly. H{1n1t',,ascr':.. ··mpre- 1:pen 
:19prouch·' shenld not be sy n..::tr; y rnous '-; !th :1. 

tolerance for th.It wh!ch ~s cpp<,si:.·d to the 
Torah. 

FdETS 

ED: \Ve bope rhat i1 i;, ckar 10 our reader
ship that citing tte oprnions of Cone.;er-va
uve s,cho1a.,:s. regardrng the dhpute:; C>f Beit 
Sh.ammai and Bejt HiHel does I!or in '-•'.ry 
\.1t:ay lmpJy acceptiu1c·e c-f Consen.:ati•:e Id-t· 
olngy. 

,-;1 

~~.ii 
-·i 
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esor 
·(Translaudfrom '·Uvikashtem Misham'' by Eitan Mayer) 

l wi:_,u!d Ek~"rn re-laft"': ,1 p,;!f,Ofl.J.l ex pe
r, ri,,:-:i.c-:: \.Yhich t>xcmp1If,c~ th..: id;;a lJ.f mrs,nah 
;.::. \~,;>- J.rt: de,ihnJI \Vith.. 

l ren:;i~her when j \!,,'a" \TC_\' young, t 
~ w.!>; ;r so!it:uy. k';nc-~ty hnk ~oy, ;,tfrJ._id of the 
~ w:::.rid. rt v:Js cold and ... icang~ t.,_1 ms:: it sremed 

h! m~ :hat cvrfything m,);.'.t,.,~d 11w. Bu; l had 
uac friencL. .JTH.i hC" 1,v2~--dn not L:un:eh--thi: 

~ Ri1mb;.irn. tl,_H,\' lh.f V,'e be.:.'Otih: {r0it0 1Hls·i 

~ Simpk--.,'-·c- met. 
Th_e R~imham \\ as J regui,1r guc~t 

;;., in t•ur house. Thost \\Dre the d.:...y~ when my 
furher wa:,.;.. a .m1.;mhec 1)f>~he_ hQu;sehold- of 
Grandfattr.2f·. the )fih.?tl 2:nd drn~id. R.::1v 

;.... Eliyahu Feir.~h:::in {,,,f P"'"rolna. Father ::,,<H 
l1j 
:fl 
CT$ 

> 
4) ,. 

and !earned Torah day and night. A 
3rnbu,-ah; ~-md not a n~·,y· hig one) of young 
scholar,-; and the bc!:it~r hodrnrim gathered 
firound h1m .and Jranlhi~ words with th.irsL 

"" - Father's :,hiurim ,vereghcr. ln the 
~ m:1in fwH l""if Grandfather·-; hou!':e. whc_re 

Jn} he-<l aho stood. J \l:ouU :,~it ln b,~d and 
H::..1en to F-athcr· s won:E. H( riJways spoke· 
vf rht:- Rarnh,.nn. Tht:. is fVhat hx would do: 
he ~-1.,u]d npen the GemaTa and read th_e 
ruy-..'£L '°\fte-rw;_ird he h'Ould say something 
hke this: '"This i~ :he .explanafinn of t~e Ri 
.anJ the Ba '.:tlei Tosff>s: now \Ve wiH :ook a.5 

:he R:unha::n an,d. :-.cc ho-;:, he ex,pfained.l, 
\Vhl:wut·fa-H, F~t~er \.\·\1t1!d fitid·rh;lt thc
Rumham had UfH explained ..rs the others 

_____ QhF., ~ he ilt1.n:iliJ11n __ J:L~__;_1_'tilZd.{'.'..dJhe_sJ roµIe,_~

r~$.hat. fatht:r used tD say. nhuost com
plaiuing._·~\\/e unJ.entaiHi neither the logic 
nf the RaP-1baiu nor hi:s Vs'ay of expbin!ng 
the su,i~ylt. ·· H v, .. a;-; as ff he ~ C-ft! c.::::implain
lng to the R:i1111baro- himself: ··,Rabbceirw 
Mo::hc, why did ynu do th_bT- To us: '·h 
,;cems thd-t the Rai vad i::; r,:;rrect in hi~ 
-ohj:::ct!Df:S t.o th~ Rambmnr· The tTI.crnhers of 

~:; ~1[:!::::~h;·;;~~ ~~;~:r~::,:r~~~i~~e~~ (1:;;: 
;";iity--f~;J r~J.:ci-~aeh· ;rne:·-frc wz1t1ict rer-e<>i:
"Tn:: word.:. .:Jfthe- R<-<.mh:3rr1 ;3,~e ~,1ugh as irun!'" 
BHt h..-:~ ,:,.o-dd :nev("": g!v.e u{.L He wr:,uhi rc~r his 
h.:<;:;d Pn hf~ fi:.,,red h~fnd and ICti'-I,~ into deep 
t!--!-·C:;;h~ vh:~: th;.. .J;,J:,.;.-,,1._ -~;:;~J.i~,c;J .1 ..ih-~ 

J!l,·-' .ci'---! -,~'t ,1i··ta.rh :c> ~}-i-:.eu:hJC'. r·._._;1_,_ he 
wouiJ rn]!,,C h!..; h-ead c--,!t}'Xi-_y ~s11s.i l,,t::gir,: 
·-R_Jbt,d .. {1i.. lei v':- !(:r,k caref:;fh.. , 1-k wou!J 
he@i;;.ro ,;p..:«k, :-,,;rn,~~i:Yis::. .:st i:2:ngthar,d -:torrw
rirni's •,hD-nly. l ~ffcined ;ny c.2r~ u.~ E~ttn m 
hirrL i dd i:0! 1m:Jc-L'Lmd a w\-H'd of 1.vhat \a. 2:::, 

;pi·tkt'JL but !\!,.G dca, !.n1prc~sion.:. were 
f;:-,nLe:d in my ~imµk, ys:.,un~ m!rnJ: f!r.;;;L iht

Ramb.a,r, i½- i;u:rrn;.md~G hy npponents iiH{1 ~en
emie~-- who •J'ish t0 du fljr,1 e--.,.iL anJ ~~,::0nd~ 

h.i-s rrnly' dt:f?frdes: i:- Fatt,c~. Who k~un~.:, wh-31 
wctdd happ-,.-_::n tJ.~ the R::.mbca:"TI tf f¼(n.+ for Fa
me.,--; i u~etl HJ feet th.at t.h-e R,mib:tm i1in~~df 
tt·gs pf-e"'~m- wiih f!'t~ i!'!: n-;y he(L \lihat <lid he 
i,1.uk Eke'? f df<ln't kn(n-., ex..,H:dy, t;;.i hi~ f,c1s:e
~00\,:~ :J le! Hke;;: Frnher':-; hc;H.n:ifuJ f.a ... ·{,:_ Be 
.,_,.,,i:S .::ds(, ..:ancu h:, Fridwr·is HI::-ff.<t•-•f<ff0<he 
L::._i-f-;·_s 't-t)·,",'t .½!'l"-''d:. 7,..._,~ ii•· •-•fr; :·_.:i· J, 0::0:' 

;::n'l-d:,_ Skn,i;,iy. ~k·\,.l:;, the !.::;-n3i,,n \;0u1.ri 

~as~. 4.:., r3t!H.:-r w :..::rd bs:gin L tf:: 1J ,.__.i;.t, 
,-.z;n -11d .:tre-.;;;<-. N · --,· ·, _,.!~--.· -:,, ~,r :_ h-' '· .1 __ ·, 

,rnd src,od, hafokhu; w~re fo.nnuiare.d ~tnd categorized· 
1-vith ,-;pcrt~tcu!ar prec-1'.'lion, A new Hght' :-;hincd fo_rth 
The dif1 kulti~J were solved, the ·,w"g\'o v.a,,.cxplaincd. 
1'h,~ Ramh.Jm "merged \'1c1or. Falhcr's face bertrw.~d 
w1th ioy--hc had d-eft'nded hi~ "frit'-nd." Rav Moshe 
ben 1\1.airnon. A smile- of plensure ·4ppt~ar-ed on the 
R:unhafr1-~ f::u.:c Even 1 participated in tht: sfmchah. l 
w.a:-- c~.st~Hk. I \-'\.·ould jump from my bed <tnd nm to 
Mlnher·s bc:dro01n with my !i;;;arl singi11g: '·rv1other. 

t\<1other. the Rrunbam !:-:; rjght. he beat the Raniad! 
Father helped h1m. Father i.3 wonderful!" 

___ .?_?~J_eV~~~__!!t.:::. R_a!:!th~m·_~_1':f:~:~ __ ran out.-Ris 
-·~n~mJes" laid siege: 10 him ft(~m every S:id¢! the 
ctiffi . .cultie-s .. vNe 1-ough as lren. The Rambam's words 
wen: beyond F::uhcr .. who trXi'"<.L \Vith uU his pv~ver w 
dt:fend him. Bmsrfr\'ati{>n did fan <.·ome. Father \'i·ouid 
detcGnd into deep thought w.ith hi~ head ri;\ting on 
hh. fi~t. The talrnil,ljm 4!1d L and even the Rambanl 
himf.elL ~nvaited Fadttt~~ words rn .agnniz1ug. SU')

pe-n~e. But Fath-er ,.,..ouJd uii.se his head and say sa.diy, 
"'Teiku. The Ramha:rn is v;"ry dfffi<-:uH. Nil- oue curr 
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~_nivc his probh:-ms." The 'rnatter remained u-ne-X· 
plnlned. The 'cmirc chabu;,ah, induding Father, w:u-; 
sad, :>1c-ar te~trs. Silf\nt angubh \\'as in all fat:es. My 
eyes as \,:d1 sh;;:d tears. Even in the J'ycs of the 
Ramhatn, f s.aw sdotl!?ating teardrops. forming, 

Slowly, I would approac:h Mother ii.nu ~ay to 
her with a turn ht~an: "'Mother, father cmdd not 
explain the Ra1nbam--w!u.t will we do?'· "Don'.: 
wo1:Ty:' Mother would answer. ''Father win find n 

S.iJlmiun for tih~ Rarnham. And if he dues. n-oL 
rrrn.ybe you wlH ·when you grow up. The ikar r:f ali 
ika,:im is to learn Torah with joy and excitement," 

This' -experiellce behrn,gs to my ch.ddhood. 
.Neverthdes~, i[ i:,, 11ot a. g'olden fantasy ,of a· iink 
boy, not a rnysti-ca1 e;xperitnce. Jt is a cornp!etCly 
real ps:idwlogical experience which lives even 
no'A' in the- depth., of my so UL Whenever I sit down 
ro learn, I am immediately amot1g the chaburah of 
the giant~ of the nu?.torah. ¼'ere-late to one anothtr 
personally. The Rambam is to rny right, Rabbrini1 
T.:..m to my left. Ra,;hi sits :u the head 3nd explains. 
Rabbeinu Tam qaestiom,, the Ramham rules, the 
Raivad objects. ~hey are ali in my 1.ittie ro.c,m, 
sitting around rny table. They 1ovk at me !ovingiy. 
delighting ivith me in- senuah and Gemara, en
couraging me and ,.;:trengthening me, each like ~t 

father, Learning Torah i~ nut merely a didactic 
experience. it i\ not just a form~1i. technical pro
ce8S of creating and exch-anglng kno\\:lcdge. It is 
an overwhelmingly powerful experience _of .inti
m&cy wit_!1_ lhe generations, a fu,-:ion of ::ipirit. .a 

@~""4.,---AJU~~~W;,Ji-<P-'-0¥ lff,c -

Tofuh anti aH rho;:.e 'Who haVe acc!!pted it from 
tht'm gather in one hbtorical inn, 

A~ l mentioned~ the Rambam was not ~)rdy 
my chfldhood friend. Eve11 today, we arc 5,tiB 
friends. The dif'fe:renc~ between ff!Y chlldhood,ex
perience and n'ly pr~sent experience i~ expressed 
rn only one detail"·~in my chHdhOod~ only the 

Rambam was my friend~ But by now. the chuvrut£th 
has grown ~ii1d include;,.· many others. AH of the 
c'>r.a~Rmei ha~i'!'t:f{!t:c~h frvn~ t~e _days of Moshe until 
nOw haVe hec01Tlc-mY-frienOs;~ailaren1y i~JliW-o and 
my comrades, Whe'n 1 solve a diffic~lry in th~ Ran1barn 
or Rah~einu Tam~· I see their skini~1g f..~ecs, shining 
with: siac¼at. I fed tfaat the R,ambom and Rahbelnu 
T1tm ftte,al,;.iirs kissing rne qn the forbhe~d. shabng 
my hand. A$ I said before, this: ts not my ima:gma.tio~
h js 4 '-'er? dcc!}expcrience;h is th~ tXpt:.rien,·~ ~flhe 
m;·sorah of Tfirt"i/1 Slu:be'aJ Pr;'!.. 
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