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We, the Agudas Talmidei Rav Kahn shlit’a, wish to re-assert
the official position of our Rebbe. While some well-intentioned but
misguided Talmidim have been putting large portraits of our Rebbe
shlit’a around campus, the Agudas Talmidei Rav Kahn shlit’a wish to
remind the public that our Rebbe has never publically proclaimed that
he is, in fact, Moshiach ben Dovid. We join our Rebbe in calling on
the 1zibbur to strengthen itself in the mesoros and fashions of our an-

cestors, and so doing to truly greet Moshiach now!
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The CoMmMENTATOR Would like to
apologize for an error that
appeared in our last issue. While
we wrote that Rav Willig killed
10,000 Plishtim, in reality, he
gave a shiur about Dovid
HaMelech killing 10,000
Plishtim. We regret the |
implication that our Roshei
Yeshiva are war-mongering,
blood-thirsty, close-minded, °
‘backward primitives. They aren't.




Ly stming press conlerence this week on
YU's main campus, BRGS professor David Berper
publically accosed Stern’s College for Women philosoe
phy professor David Shatz of seeret Sabbatianism. T have
long suspected my brother-in-
clearly rosher teivos for Shabbesai Vzvi v 3" Berger also

as the mame Shats iy

Dr. David Shatz : Messianic Maniac or
Maligned Ma'amin?
denied reports circulating in the Chabad press that he

came down stronply on Bergers <ade, saying ta g

Hameviser reporter “Reb Dovid Berper shiica v b

vight--csiuce my fivst day othe Yeshio e boey
choishesh Shatzas o Shator Cevvmnly, sl imesdiued henm
o camptes st be deadt with before we can even tave 4

Aher the
press conference dehvered by Rabby Novtan famin, Kovd
Hu-veshiva w-Nesiah of Yeshivar Rabbeiu Yitzchak
Elchanan and president of Yeshiva University, however
Adler recanted and said “You know. you mamash always
have to be zohir o be don Ukaf zechus. espectaly for an
ehriicher vid like Reb Dovid Shatz shlita”

JSSIBC/WSSWISBMP/SSE Dean Michac!
Shmidman, at a revent dorm falks, took o particularly
strong stance on the issu€, saying that his view on the
issue was “whatever the Or le-Yisracl > Amud ha-Yomin,
Patish he-Chazak, RaShKeBella(G. the Rosh Yeshiva
Shiit'a Rav Lamm says.” When asked 1o clarify the posi-
tion, Rabbi Shmidman cited a previous engagement and
hastily departed.

Surprisingly, many Roshei Yeshiva on campus
spoke.out on this issue. One, who asked not to be identi-
fied, said "I don’t know.....Could be.” The most outspo-

heava amina of starting tie Honors Collepe

ken of the Roshei Yeshiva. however, was Rav Aharon
Kahn, who addressed a packed Beis Medrash on the topic

He pointed out that the presence of even one Sahbatian
on campus was an unparalleled tragedy but the guilt must
be properly placed. “First and foremost. | blame the ad-
ministration.”

The Commentator responded with a sharply
worded cditorial suggesting that it was in fact the Roshei
Yeshiva who had been fanning the messianic flames on

declared allegeince to Lubavitch on a recent trip to Dam-
ascus. In an ddvance copy of Berger’s upcoming article
for Jewish Good Action, he accused Shatz of distributing
amulets containing secret Sabbatian references at a re-
cent Stern’s College Shabbaton. (Ironically, that evening
Berger found himself on the same plane to Is-
racl with Shatz and Y.C. Dean Michael Hecht.)

campus without suggesting proper guideiines; however,
many students felt that referrring to the Commentator Edi-
torial Board as “Mashiach ben Yosef and the Roshei Ye-
shiva as “Gog u-Magog” crossed the line. On the other
hand, the suggestion by one Commentator reporter that
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Dr. Dévld "of Tarsus" Berger : Qrazed
Qanai or Qinfolk Quteigor

Does a philosophy professor have to be a mechalel Shabbos
at Yeshiva University? After all, Shmirus Shubbos 15
almost as important a halakha as being shomer negivah.”
When it was pointed out that Sabbatianin his in fact noth-
ing to do with Shemiras Shabbos at alf. the cditors re
sponded. “'so whats wrong with some extra chumrus?™

These reéports have taken the campus
by storm, especially in the wake of rumors of
Frankist groups meeting at Cardozo Law

.School. In a recent statement, Rabbi Dr,
Norman Lamun, Rosh Ha-yeshiva u-Nesiah of
Yeshivat Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan and
president of Yeshiva University, refused to com-
ment on the Shatz situation directly, but he
noted that while as 2 Rosh Yeshiva he was of
course opposed to Sabbatianism, as the presi-
dent of a non-denominational school! he was
required to keep an open mind.

“Legal counsel has advised us that
we stand to lose considerable government fund-
ing if we discriminate against Sabbatians. In
any case, a precedent has afready been estab-
lished with the acceptance of a body of
Lubavitch students on campus. Although the
Yeshiva College has not as of yet officially
funded any sort of Chabad club, it is often my,
wont to drop in-on Deli Kasbah to sample the
free fries and the free Lubavitch periodicals.
1t has also been pointed out that a Shatz firing
would lead to the main campus being overrun
by hordes of angry Sabbatians.”

Some inside sources have reported
that Vice President for Academic Affairs Wil-
liam Schwartz has had the creative suggestion
of canceling the Jewish studies department as
‘a way of dismissing Sabbatian staff members.

YC Dean Norman Adler originally

While sorcery, necromancy and other forms of
black magic are not common in our community,
there is no real reason why this should be the case.
The Rambam (Hilchos Avodas Kochavim 11:16)
points out that the issurim of kishuf et al are
referring to a charlatan pretending to perform these
acts;, the clear implication is that a real sorceror
would not be transgressing any Torah laws
according to the Rambam.
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Deep THOUGHTS ON PURIM:

VE-KHA'ASHER AVADTI, AvADTI (ESTHER

" 4:16) -- Dip MORDECHAI FIND IT ODD WHEN ESTHER SUDDENLY SWITCHED
TO EICHAH TROP'IN MID-SENTENCE?
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HAMOSHIACH?

Tensions (o black-white relatons m the
Jtowash communis have seached haghts never
hefore seen 10 weent iows. wo recent events
threaten to destroy the defivate bakanee between
the twe, best known as Yeshi 2 unh ey,

The fiest event reforred to, of course, s the
S\ Trial” Moshe Bernsteins il tor the
double murder of Dead Sea
Seroll scholars Fisenmana and
Wixe, wel known tor their imser-

tton of christan references i the

serolbs. has expesed fong-dor-
mane contlicts e the wotld of

nic towish stdies. Whike

{ the cvidence ponated o
HE he was avgquit-
ted largel on account of record-
inus of disdussions in the YU cat-
cteria. These tipes. better Known
asthe Furman Dining Hall tapes.
pointed to 4 deeper conspiracy.
While many. in both the aca-
demic and white worlds, were
quick to condemn him as a
soretic fundumentalist, he
eved vritical support m the
black world from such figures as
Rabbis Berel Wein, Joseph
and Nisson Wolpin, This phenomenon  has
amused some on the YU scene as throughout his
career, Bernstein has never identified himself
with the black community.

m.

of the trial. is the’ recent

Activities Related 10 Rav Kabn” Fund and by proceeds

from the SOY Scforim Sale, which atso supplicd refresh-
fents for the trip, Extra participation was eocouraged by
Rav Hersehel Reichman’s guarantee of the three semes-
ters” Shiue attendanee tor all those attending the march:
lie also led an X5 minyan on one of the buses. Many
were surprised that one mitlion marchers actually showed

0 Rebono Shel
Olam, Yeshivas Ravi

up, although Rav Kahn did turn some of them back, as
they were wearing wedding bands.

Participants waved large colorful fluorescent signs
bearing Rav Kahn's countenance and slogans such as “You

29 54 : R “

Biack RAGE AND WHITE KNIGHTS

'S¢ President.” (After the march, accomodations
were made so that the signs could be put in Sheimos.) ’
L u group led by Rabbi Avi Weiss protested
“He claims to
“but what

Howev
the event as being anti-Semitic and sexist.
endorse brotherhood,” commented Rabbi Weiss,
about sisterhood, [ask you? He tries to create this certain
all-mate community, but how is be going to have a

Womens Tefilluh Group if there are no
women? And the discrimination against our
holy Jewish brothers and their forming a
fraternity is unacceptable.”
Protestors held signs proclaiming
“Free Jonathan Pollard,” “Diverce fonathan
Pollard,” and “Fraternitics and Sorerities for
- Yeshiva College.”
©Rav Kahn rose to the occasion.
“Rabbi Weiss wants us to include women,
in the traditions of the gentiles. Al titcish
teirgs imekha!” he thundered. “You're for-
saking your mother -- the dibishter should
forgive me in front of the, uh, Capito] -- for
a prostitute! -
“Look at Women at Prayer, page 73.
Rabbi Weiss says that women should daven
just fike men ~-even with a tallis and hand-
cuffs! How can anyone who says Eishes
Chayil on Friday night suggest equality for
men and women? Rabbi Weiss is against
date rape. Well, what kind of good Jewish bochurim and
maidelach go on dates?” (A complete transcript of the
speech was printed in The Commentator.)

After the speech, ma ‘ariv was delayed for 20 min-

tes as Ray Kahn wanted to first read Homevaser.,

“Million Mentsch
March™ held in Washing-
ton. Led by

Ravaharonkahn and his
followers from The Na-
tion of Yiddishkeit {also
known as Islam Is
Lamm). the march was a
surprisingly resounding
success, especially as it
oceured on  shemini
arzeres. -Rabbi Joshua
Cheifetz attributes the
low attendance at YU’
traditionally wild
Simchas Torah Hakafos
1o the draw of the march.
The hage tumout sent the |
message that Kahn is a
force to be reckoned with
as an element of the
* mainstream, this despite
his efforts to portray him-
self as belonging to the
fringe. The march was
called to protest the exist-
ence of a fraternity nYe- "
- shiva College and.as a
. general forum to publicly
decry all aspects of YU
applicable.. -~
- The large crowd
descended on Washing-
ton froam around. the
country and around the
world, but mainly. from ’
the Beis Medrash and the
Muss dormitories. Trans-
portation was sponsored

this a quit

Although the Torah seems to asur burning a
child alive, and it seems to be antithetical to
Torah values, Rashi (Vayikra 18:21) explains
that the issur of Molekh only applies to the
“passing of a child between two fires. Therefore,
if there was only one fire the child was passed
by, it would not fall under the rubric of Molekh,
and if the baby is actually burnt than no issur
has been committed. In fact, seforim consider
e admirable form of
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‘avodas Hashem. .

by the special “YCSC




'TOP TEN COMMENTATOR GRIPES ABOUT THE S.0.Y.
SEFORIM SALE

10. Rejected proposal for “Tell ‘em the Commie sent ya’” promotlonal
9. What’s a book sale without Archie’s?
8. Just because they don’t come from Eastern Europe doesn’t mean they should be traded like 2 commodity (Oh, I'm
sorry that’s one of the Top Ten Commentator gripes about the S.0.Y. Sefardim Sale)
7. They placed the P’nei Yehoshua in the Rishonim Section!!
. Commie staff weren’t invited to the S.0.Y. sponsored Ashkenazi all-you-can-eat night at Yum-Yum
. Not putting Rav Shimon Shkup’s seforim on the Y.U. Rosh Yeshiva table..
. Artscroll, Artscroll, Artscroll )
. ‘Take offense at the sale of books authored by rabbeim associated with Y.U. .
. Those guys throw around money like it was a Punm issue or something : .
... More babes. Less books. Nuff said.
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Rosu HaYesup:e U-NES

fnee and suelta gaant whe became

mhis owan Bifetime, desones an appropriate eu-

Qur vesluva, te mstitunon that has autored alt of
oowith the Ambrosia of Torah and the Neetar of Madda,
woudd not have been the same without his wise steering

fand s sagacits, s brithant philosophy, his wonders.

xpeak ofcourse, ol my zobbe, ot the rehbe of Klal Yisrael, .

Rabbeinu Doy Baer Abuchatzica, the Baba Soloveitchik,
whe charucterized Kabbalah u'madda as no one did be-
fore. While he did not in fact set foot on either our main
campus, nor that of our sisters at Stern’s, nor that of our
cousins at Einstein, not that of our.... those peoptle at
Cardozo, his hashpa 'wh was powerfully felt in this very
bets hamedrash

The Baba Soloveitchik was not born as the
prince of Lithuanian mystics which he is celebrated
as in veshivot today. He did not stem from the most
noble house i Isracl; he was not even originally a
Linvak. Iruth be told be wase’t even an Ashkenazi!
He was born Rahamim Abuchatzeiva in ez near the
wrn ot the century

" Allow me to recite a

¢ written by Reb Dov
Baer himsclf, U-Genavient am. later o become
a Shas policy printer. He writes, “When [ was a child,

the world was foreign and alien. Tt was cold and
strange to me: itseemed to me that evervbody macked
nre. [ had no triends, and my mother would lock me
in a room: often with the cows. Tused my Kabbalistic
knowledge otk with them, They never talked back.
But t had one friend. Who was it? It was, and do not
taugh -- though the cows did -- the holy angel Raziel.

“Often. Father would sit on the couch and dis-
clss Tikkun Hakeilim, and T would watch Raziel
{Razzi, as we called him) walk in. Razzi atways lis+
tened to Father, though sometimes he would acci-
dentally knock over some of the keilim, and break
them. Other times, Razzi would go into the living
room and warch TV. Father would concentrate with
all his might. Sometimes, he got up to take some
Maalox, and then he continued.- When he was suc-
cessful, | would run to my mother and exclaim,
‘Imma; Imma!! Abba fixed the keilim! Razzi was
right! He beat the Satan! Abba helped him, Abba is
wonderful!” She would say, *Very hice, someday you,
too, will fix the keilim,” and then lock me up with the
cows. Sometimes, father would not restore the H
enly Spheres. So he would go to the TV room fo_join
Razzi, who would tell him to take a shower,

*“One Pesach night, I stayed up late after the Seder
learning Pesachim. . Father slapped me on the cheek and_
rebuked me sharply. ‘If you wish to be a proper Oveid.
Hashem,” he said, ‘go eat kitniot.”™”

RebDov Baer's filial piety, his kibud av---no, Bmyan
Avl--, his regard for his saintly father never dissipated:
even under the harsh cold winds-of the Lithuanian win-
ter, as those winds biew into the cracks in the walls as the
fieree polar bears and peasants were locked in unending
struggle for their very sustenance 'in the snow-ravaged
landscape. To his end, Reb Dov Baer followed his family
custom of writing huge treatises, and havmg no one agree
to_ publish them.

Tza’ar gidul banim - eilu_habanin
When Reb Dov Baer was a young boy, his father

-arranged with him to learn with a private melamed, Reb

Ber Kapulya author of “My Grandson and His Annoying

_ Chronicles,” in order to master both theoretical and prac-

BABA SOLOVEITCHIK:

‘Res Dov BAER (RAHAMIM) ABUCHATZAIRA
A HESPED DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION OF HIS YAHRTZEIT
By Rassl DR NORMAN LAMM, SHLIT 4,

tical Kabbakth. Reb BerKapulya had other tdeas; be was
no Sephardi. He dido’t even own t He was,
tn fact, a lonely Lirvak, When his father learned that the
voung boy was learning Talmud and not the chochmas
hanistar, he pulled the boy trom Reb Kapulya's tutelage
and. in desperation, Reb Ber fled w Galicia, never to be
heard from again, tost in the mists of history, mired in the
dank swamp of Polish pifpul, bereft of beloved Brisker
dialectic. However, Reb Ber Kapulya’s indelible brand-
ing on the young lad’s mind could not be erased. Not by
time, rot by distance, not even by haredi historiography.

ail store,

Yayakhavosh et chamoro -
Longing for litvishe lomdus, one night,the young
lad mounted his donkey, curiously named Joe, and set on

his fateful journey, his lonely wandering, his arduous navi-
gation. Stopping first at Rick’s American Cafe, he caught
the red eye from Casablanca to Volozhin: Upon arrival,
he was shocked to find a locked building, containing a
few dusty Gemaras, some Russian novels, and the rabbi
of one of the finest shuls in Manhattan, from whose pul-
pit:some of the greatest rabbinical leaders of the twenti-
eth'century have made announcemients, assiduously tak-
ing notes for an article in The Torah Umadda’ Journal.
The-young Moroccan savant would néed a new place to
hone his Talmudic skills to a sharp edge; capable of split-
ting even the hardest black bread. ‘And so, from that
humble hut in the hills of Morocco, Rabbeinu Doy Baer
found his way to. Brisk, the heart and hearth of Torah
Judaism, where creativity melded with neurosis and aris-
tocracy to form the Judaism of today. * Aravi Oved Avi!

Our father, our master, our teacher, Reb Dov Beryle, was.”

a wandering. Arabian!

'
Shnei Kevasim Bnei Shanah Temimim
It-was in Brisk that Reb Dov Baer. first met our

S14H OF YESHIVAT RABBEINU YITZCHAK ELCHANAN

incomparable rebbe, the Rav ZC1L They were inseparable,
to the point where the Rav would try to avoid Reb Dov
Baer by wearing a fake nose and sunglasses, 1t was also
in Brisk thatche discarded bis hard to pronounce sefardic
name, Rahamim, in favor of a name which could be toved

by all Jews and was reminiscent of his rehbe in Morocew,

Dov Bacer. (Many affectionately referred to him as Grizz.)
Reb Dov Baer threw himself wholeheartedly into learn-
ing the derekh of Reb Haym. He emulated Reb Haym in
all ways, often waking up in the middle of the night fear-
ing that someone left a package of food on his doorstep.
Deep into the night the precocious young Dov Baer could
be found poring over his gemara, and it was while he
studied Pesachim that he met the ghost of the Maharam
Challavah, the first of many obscure Rishonim who in-

the arcanc.
In Brisk, Reb Dov Baer grew accus~
. tomed to.covering his whole body, save for his hands
and face. The cold was so biting, that the family
woild venture outdoors only to eat in the Sukkah on
Shemini Atzeres. He was told to adopt this minhag
regardless of family background. However, soon the
new mode of dress was to provide modesty and safety.

structed him in both niglef and nistar, in that which R
is revealed and that that is concealed, the plain and

As a young boy often picked on by the local gentiles,
he used to wrap himself in bubble—wrap to softcn the
blows.

Eretz Lo Zeruah

However, even as he advanced in his mastery

of the Torah, he felt an emptiness-in his soul, an
emptiness that could only be filled by the madda of
the University of Berlin, that beacon of the wisdom
of the nations whose light shone to the Torah lead-
ers of the next generation. Following his beloved
havruta, the Rav, Réb Dov Baer once again took up
his wandering staff, and, Joe long having since
passed on, journeyed by train to Berlin where the
seeds of his magnum opus, Kabbalistic Man, began
to sprout in the fertile; accepting soil of Germany.
He would revolutionize the field of Jewish thouglt,
“althpughhe was a stranger to professional “philoso-
.phers.” He came to it from another world, on¢ in
~which philosophy was spun from the warp and woof
on'the, olam haneshamos, of shedim and mazikin and
malochim, and all of the other spiritual denizens of
the sitra d’ahra that we know so'well from the. profound
writings of our master. The insidiows teachings of the hid-
eous Bible critics y 5k did not bother him, and he, to-
gether with the Rav,. brilliantly. proposed understanding
the beginning of Breishir as being the stories of two fun-
damental personas in man. Reb Dov Baer took this to

heart, and took a wife for each of his persopas. It was at .
one of these weddings that word of his already-rumored -

prowess asa baal mofes spread ihrbugh Berlin. The sup-
ply of wine had run dangerously low, to the point where

“only one carafe remained to celebrate the nhpnals of the

sainted. Chosson v’Kallah. Amid the disarray, Reb Dov
Baer calmiy untied one handkerchief from the traditional
Jjumprope, and wrapped it around the remaining bottle:
He then proceeded.-to pour brimming glasses for every-
one in the room who was a shomer chadash. The bottle
stayed mlraculously full, testifying- to the mlght of our
master in hxs mystic skills.

- Ve—alu 'ha-tze/arde’im - eilu ha-Sephardim
Reb Dov Baer could feel the tug of Eretz Yisrael




on his heart and on his lonp, white robe, and ther
1932 he Jeft Furope for all time to settle in what was then
Palestine. I a Yishuy wracked with fear and terror over
the prospeet of Arab.. pogroms, his cloak was a sccurity
blanket which brought comfort-to the Jews of Erer: Yisrae!
snmatehed untl the miraculous invention of the rocket
bullet in 1948 which | had the God-given privilepe of
being a part of.
courageousty joined 1the Mizrachi

we

Soon after he came to Lress Yivracel he

K'Shemen HaTov al HaRosh, Yored
HaZakan... V'natnu ptil tekhelet
Reb Dov Baer explained that Herzl, who possessed
a perfect beard as deseribed in the Zohar HaKadosh. was
surely a man worthy of comulating. As a voung Rosh Ye-

shiva, Reb Dov Baer had only a short goatee. The lack of

a full beard pained him greatly, and through a
combinatinon of prayer, Torah study, and a chemical ob-
tained from his dear friend Yeshayahu Leibowitz who he

had mect in Berlin, a beard began to grow all over his,

head, most of which was covered with a scarf, The fact
that the color was a deep blue did not bother him, as it
reminded him of the sea and the Kisei Hakavod. In fact,
he would often kiss it during Kri'as Shema, as he did not
have the zechus of secing the miraculous and incontro-
vertible re-discovery and universal acceptance of the real
Techeles.

My rebbe, the Rav, was always in close contact with
Reb Dov Bacer. Iremember once when tsat with my refbe,
the Rav, learning in my room. as was my wont, Reb. Dov
Baer appeared in the window. 1 quickly ripped down the
New York Staté flag and the Stars and Stripes which had
been blocking my windows. As the fearning progressed,
it became very clear that Reb Dov Baer had a real Kabbalah
kupp.

ap amongst the cedars what Shall the hyp do s END IR IIR et ta

ot Bk b

FooSagely thy (3

boen interpreted as Alter the giants have been aken o ealitg 2
us, who knows what the dwai iy who folow them will e,
to thelr teachings, and w0 their fong, traditional 1obes,
they will surely try them on, trip on the hen, soif them

and drip ice cremm on the sleeves as they whiste o thien
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“Yeohi adoneinu moreing ve-rabeing
Rebh Doy Baer leht noch!”

Jewish Women!
*First you were allowed to fearn Tanakh
*Then they fet you open a Gemara . i
Now, for the first time in history plunge deep into the mysteries of B -

Vayevdter Dov Bacr Levado

Reb Dov Baer was a man of independence, an
intellectuai colossus, a cerebral monstrosity, striding over
Halakhists, Kabbalists, warlocks, and witches. Cultur-
ally, physiologically, ethnically, psychologically,
intellectualy, he stood alone against the world, much like
Yaakov Avinu, with small vials his only companions. How
many preeminent mystics in the world, after ali, have read
Greek philosophy in Greek, the Zohar in its original Span-
ish, German philosephy in German, and my own hunible
“work, Torah’ Umadda. in the Queen’s English?

Above all, Reb Dov Baer was his own man. He
had no use for the current popular, transcendent parochi-
alism, which distinguishes between Torah Umadda, the
sacred and the worldly, the supernatural and the rational,
work and play, real and make-believe, saltand pepper,
Barnum and Bailey, Ben and Jerry. Reb Dov Baer was all
of these,'and more. We must accept him on his own terrs,

A highly complicated, heavily bearded, aggressively
wrapped, profound and broad-minded personality, Cer-
tain burgeoning revisionisms, some shockingly enough
in our own Yeshiva---- yes, Yeshiva university --— try to
remold Reb Dov Baer like silly putty, in thé hands of its
Creator. The famed Talimudic eulogy, “If a fire has blazed

our faith at. : ga :

The women’s institute for Kabbalah

Yes, you teo can now delve into the mysteries of PaRDeS=— but this tine for
women only!

We provide all of the necessary facilities for a voung Mekubellet embarking into
the world of asceticism including: ;4

*special room for zainsdik rolling in the snow

*freezing cold mikvaot

*uncomfortable straw mats

*hairshirts and hairskirts

Our Daily schedule:
12 AM  Tikkun Chatzot--special laments for our Holy Mothers
. Leah and Rochel ’
1 AM Zohar HaKadosh
3 AM Kisvei HaAri-ella
.5 AM Teviliah |
rough the four-olamos in

Rashi and Rabbeinu Tam 7¢;

AM -1 PM Fasting and Sigufim
1 PM Mincha

1:30-2'PM Sleep

2-7 PM Chochmas HaNigleh-- be metaken the olamot ha-elyonot by

the study of Gemara, Tanakh, and Rav Dessler!
.7 PM Maariv
7:30 PM Dinner---Bread w/ Salt (diet bread also available)
8 PM Guest lectures by prominent Mekuballim and Mekuballot

P’risha is also the only institution to have women-only field trips to such
places as Gan Eden, Yerushalavim shel Ma’aluh. the Kisei HaKavod, Gehennom
and the Olamot Ha-Elvonor under the watchfui eye of the Sar HaPnim!
Experience the Shekhinali as no one has beforc in his/herstory!

White P'risha is tocated on the Upper West Side, we are in ne way affiliated with the Carlebach Shut.
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HAMOSHIACH?

Anthor’s Note. The pormt of this work 15 to present
2 totally objevtive and unhiased portrait of what the
R was ke, i oy opimon. 1t is composed entirely
of hus statements, which | have elaborated upon
Eyeryvihi he Rav satd was part of the mesorah
he Sow his father and grandfather, though
he Rav totally diverged front the famidy mesorak

es. The Ry strongly opposed any per-
rg. so [ here publi-

family minh

cize the R s minkag on many issues.

The Rav used to daven very quickly. One
day in yeshivah he was taking off his teftllin,
having finished davening. just as the rest of the
veshivakh was beginning Mizmor Le-Todah.
When asked by his students about the speed with
which he davened, the Rav explained that his
grandfather, Rav Chaim, also davened very
quickly. “Besides,” added the Rav with a twinkle,
I don't want my waffles to get cold.

§89

A Talmid once asked the Rav: “Chazal tell

NoresH Ha-Rav

I

RELAXATIONS OF THE Rav : Hasic

TALES

OF A MITNAGDIC MASTER

Publisher’s Note: A Hebrew language cdition of Nofesh Ha-rav is now available,’
along with the newly released Hebrew translation of Nefesh Ha-Rav.

» §8%

Following the Vilna Gaon, the Rav held that the
format-of a berakhah should not be changed (e.g., during
Aseret Yemei Teshyvah). However, the Rav did encour-
age regularly changing one’s socks. :

§§%§

‘ The Rav was particularly makpid on the din of
Chosson domek le-melekh, and at his own wedding he
ordered two-of the guests d as mordim b’malkh

§8%§ oo

Although the Rav was a Levi, he did not, prior to
birkat kohanim, wash the hands of the kohanim. Fur-
thermore, contrary to some reports, the Rav never washed
his hands of Hermann Cohen, the noted neo-Kantian and
subject of the Rav’s doctoral dissertation.

kippm:
§§%

In order to alleviate the problem of the recitaion of
half pesukim, the Rav emended kiddush, “Ve-Zot Ha-To-
rah ", and certain Bob Dylan songs.

§§%%§

/F he Rav maintained that one maY"recite Musaf .

,Rosh Chodesh while wearing Tefillin, as the two prac-

tices for which the Tefillin are removed, Kedushas Kesser
and wearing a special Rosh Chodesh Yarmulke, are cer-
taiply not mainstream.

$§%8

. After Chazaras HaShatz on Yom HaAtzmaut, the
Chazan asked the Rav, “Rebbe, should we say Hallel for
Yom HaAtzmaut?” The Rav responded, “It’s Yom
Hadezmaur? 1 forgot to wear my Tilhoshet!”

- the principal was not a rabbi, by

us that the Shekhinakh rests over the head of the
Choleh. They also tell us that the Kohen Gadol
did not raise his hands over the zirz, where the
Shechmah rests. Does that mean I can’t sieep on
the top bunk when my roommate is sick?” The
* Ray looked at the Talmid with sorrow, and said

~“Your roominate isn’t the only one whe’s sick.”

BN
When the baal keriah was expert, the Rav
favored correcting him on any and all ervors, even
those which did not change the meaning of the
reading. However, even when the baal keriah
was proficient, the Rav did not favor vigorously
tickling him.

SE 8

Once at a briz, R. Shaul Lieberman men-
tioned to the Rav a teshuvah of the Geonim that
a kohen must avoid funiar nevelah. The Rav re-
plied that such 4 View was against the accepted

. halakhah, and the his grandfather, Rav Chaim,

could learn better than any of the lesser-Kiiown

. Geonim. R, Lieberman replied thathis grandfa-

ther could learn better than any of the Savoraim.
The Rav threw some herring. R. Lieberman re-~

jonded with a volley of kithel. Soen danish,
fishbalis and honey cake were all flytng back and

forth. Finally, thé entire matter was settled ami-

cably over a large bottle of Chivas Regal (which

an overeager. falmid landed on the back of R.

Lleberman s head)

5§85

When'a large Orthodox high-school was
being launched, its founders announced that all

 classes would imix boys and. girls, following the

‘modef of the Ray’s own Maimonides school.

. Réportedly, the Rav scoffed at the comparison.

*Are they in Boston? Is.it 19327 he asked rhe-
torically. As ithappens, the school closed down
shortly-afier opening when it was discovered that
) ut'a penguin who
spoke passable Yiddish. ’

v

55§

The Rav was/greatly bothered by changes in the
seder ha-tefillah made in America, and he therefore rein-
stituted the recitaton of Ma araviot and the offering of
the Korban Mussaf in his private minyan in Boston.

§88

While the Rav was makpid on Chadash, at no_point
did he declare lordship over the {ocal pizza shop.

§§¢

The Rav, following a family minhag, refrained from
fasting when not absolutely required; as an ancestor bad
once gottef seriously ill from his own fast. Similarly, the
Rav refrained from drinking on Purim, recafling the time
one of his ancestors vomited all over the Beis Medrash in
Brisk.

§§§

The Rav changed his minhag regarding the brakha
over Hallel'on Rosh Chodesh, but he always maintdined
his hatred for that annoying tune for Ana Hashem Hoshiah
Na. . .

§§8

The Rav gfen recounted the pleasuse he derived
(as a youth) from listening to the melody of his father’s
learning. Also from soft-boiled eggs that dre not too hard,
not too soft, when the white is still runny and the yolk is
all warm and sticky. :

§§%§

In general, the Rav did not sing zemiros, ‘although
he was partial to the Beach Boys tune to- Dror Yikra.

§8%§

The Rav was very makpid on hefsek, and therefore
did not speak between the brakha on Tekias Shofar on
Rosh. Hashana - and “the shofar blast on Motzei Yom

§§8

The Rav held that women’s Tefillah groups were,
assur l'gamri. )

§§8

While the Rav was generally quite conservative
when it came to the innovations in ritual on Yom
HaAtzmaut, he did take great pleasure in hitting Aharon
Lich in, Hershel Schact and young Mitch over
the head with a plastic hammer.

§§ &

The Rav was once asked if one could drink Snapple.
out of the bottle with out toiveling it first.. “Why?” the

Rav replied, “didn’t you buy. a gemora cup? "

§3%§
The Rav was once asked by his te/midim whether it
was permitted to hypnotize a person for fiin. “No,” he
replied.. “Why?” they asked. The Rav explained, “It’s
stupid.” “When the talmidim persisted, the Rav calmly
cast a hypnotic spell over the entire shiur, causing them
to run-down Amsterdam Avenue holding their Gemarot
over. their heads and chanting, *‘Brisker learning is the
best! We think pilpul fails the test!” v

555

The Rav was very concerned with safek kiddushin

ding to all Rishonim, and therefore heid that one
should be meyached edim . for bedeken, -the singing of
Aishes Chayil and Meheirah, Morg eugagemem parties,
and SOY Seforim Sale.

§55 -

Although ‘some posekim require attaching the
mezuzah with a permanent adhesive, such:as nails, I saw’
that the Rav’s cottage had hed with
scotch tape. T-also saw that the Rav used scotch taée for

ding books, silen unruly children and as a de-
lightful accompaniment to fish, meat‘and most salads.
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One summer aflernoon in Boston, the Rav, fying 1o
s hammock, turned to me and siid,
West Bank ever claims to have discovered Techedles, don't
wasle your money on it This is @ classic example of the
Rav'’s Hora s Shie 'ah, and why you should always think
twice when someone other than myself wells you o Rav
stary.

Hanyosce from the

wn
P
P

The Rav ¢

plained that the prohibition of dressing
to the specific dress of a particular
nationality; to dress in the manncr of Western socicty,
however, is permitted. This rule effectively prohibits
wearing kilts, which are specilic to.the Scots; feger
which are specific to Bavarians; and white snoods

as a CGientile refe

are specific to smurts.

o
P
v

The Rav felt that Kubbolas Shabbos must
be sung to the Niggunim of Reb Shlomo Carlebach. (\\dl
he sort of did.)

§ %8

The Rav enjoyed telling the story of His naming.
After he was born, his grandfather, Rav Chaim, asked his
mother to atfow him to name the child (though it is the
mother’s right to name the firsthorn). Thg Rav's mother
agreed, until she learned that the namle was to be
“Oswald” Eventually, they agreed to name him “Yosef
Dov,” after Rav Chaim’s father, thé Beit Ha-Levi.

the din ™ Do tien on the talmed

went ent onky with pids we shinels

“Of coarse. the dit v

Onee, near the end of'the Seder, Hie Kos shed Flivaiu
was knbeked vver. The Rav commmandod Elyaha Hali

to say the whole Haggadab over again

The Rav felt- that one could shave duroe sefirak
and the lirstpart of (he three weeks, siee they had o din
vud bet chodesh. e also felt that one need not fast on
Ballels. s had the same din as the £ Samuel Betho
Memarial Dy

Fhe Rav”
tiipation in the YU Model United Natons, on the condi-
ton that they refer to Israet as Erets Yistucl
this may have been a hora 'as Sha 'ah,

mattired e Maimonides Schouls pa-

Howesver,
simtlar to the Rav's
position on co-education, sceular studies, s herrer not
w wear tekheler, women's tefillah groups. 1caching i
Yeshiva University, and using the force of gravity on
Shabbos.

The Rav was mesupak whether on entering the Old
City during Sukkos one was chayvay (o benrsch hilav again
He was sure, though, that on entering the Old City one
was not required to wear all white and chant Borchu over
and over again.

Although some authoritics prohibit the singing of
davening 16 nion-Jewish tunes, I once sang 4don Olam

in front of the Rav to the tune of Yankee Doodle, and he

whistled along.
§88§
= The Rav used to say that Yoreh Deah was just pots

and pans until his grandfather, Rav Chaim, took it out of
the kitchen and moved it into the living room near the

couch, where guests could use it to put their drinks on.

! §§48

Thé Rav was uncomfortable davening in the YU
Beis Medrash a3 it faced North rather than East. He also
thought they took too’long.

.88
B | @

The Rav, like his. father, believed it permissible to
eat turkey on Thanksgiving. But the Rav forbade his son
from dressing as a turkey in the school Thanksgiving
pageant, because it-lacked kavod ha-berivot. The Rav
held that the Thanksgiving turkey should be roasted in a
mushroom and onion sauce, sliced thin and served with
a tart cranberry sauce. Being a Litvak, the Rav did not
care for sweet potato.

<0888

A new student in the Rav’s shiur once proposed

that since after the time of Sancheriv the biblical nations ~

are unidentifiable, maybe everyone must be killed me-
safek Amalek, safek de-Oraita le-Chumra. The Rav tumed
to Aharon Lichtenstein in bewilderment and said “Aaron,
who does the administration scnd to the other shiurim
here?”” .

/

§§8 y

Years ago, the wives of many Gedolim did not cover
their hair. (Not to mention any-names, but we know who
they are!!!) When a talmid about to start dating asked
the Rav if he should be strict on this matter, the Rav said,

The Rav was told by his mother that there is no
obligation to be mafrish challah from sponge cake. The
Rav later came to the same conclusion. But, as a young
boy, he was machrzir to eat a proper shiur of sponge cake

o et 1 e pat e s

Wben Golda Motz b |l pree )
W taalmned askosd Yhe s b Sy sonan ko of

ot caokiation of e budlakhed P appenntig

quen over baracl, The Pacephicd And appomiting 1o
Coasron e, akay™ The qaloid thonpht o ot thee
ante CWIE Ben Gurion v, male Pl B railed |}
vy Thendic looked aterniy anthe ralmd e
Bt what of fu readly o nont?

Fhe Raw did not rearict B tedakal o
tdeolomical porassen Onee wfon b b mee o

>t b dooraed the Py
wof

terd 1
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Ta deet butting wpcd |

s bk veder cvrer foen
With

peniy u

ane wesntertit itz

Bike be's o oo d

Ihe R was once
As he held the miant. o b
down and said.

neh i

Bo yowery when v

Ihe Rav otten quoted the Vitng Gaon's statenent
to R, Barukh of Shklov, the transtor of fruchid wio He
h he wil] he 100

brew, that if 4 person is fgnorant in .
times snore igngrant in Torah
that if a person is ignorant in Torah, he will be 289 times
more ignorant in ontological metaphysics: all told, 28.900
times more ignorant thanrhe is in math. On the other
hand, if one is ignorant in ontoltogical metaphysics, he
will only be 47] times as ignorant in quanturn mechan-
ics, only 15 times if he can afford a private tutor,

Simarly. the Rav noted

SECOND VOLUME

KTAV PUBLISHING IS PROUD TO PRESENT A

AUTOBIOGRAPHY GEDOLIM SERIES...

IN  THE FAMILY

Soreal, it’s as if you were there!
¢ Become a talmid muvhak of the Rav.

Elye Pruchener

namesake, the Rambanm

expose the sinners
* Meet Neshama Carlebach!

children!

by Rebbetzin Tendler Rappaport, daughter of
Rav-Moshe Dovid Tendler

o See it all begin in Russia with Rav Eliahu Feinstein. Rav
o Watch Rav Moshe Dovid grow in madda like his

* Invoke the schver to ward off the so-called gedolim
«' Journev into the bowels of the tuna processing plant to

« Write haskamos and the last voliume of 1gros Moshe

* Read of the autopsies we performed on each other as

Now Available in skyblue ink, not related to'Radziner gefilte fish dye!
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o] 3 ’ s QA al
HE LATE TWENTIETH
as consuder Yeshiva University of Washington {Heights, o
Commumity withowhich my famiby was itimately familag
Renonwned as a center ol fearnmg, a close examination
wiil reveal that thungs were not se simple. One populae
Roesh Yeshiva, considere a penius and an expert in
“vedios"was known o respond to Hakikhice questions with
astimple “Fdon't know™ or“could be™ ina sing-song voice.
Frven more oddly, he was known tor his application of
posak i the world of secular politics,
Andther “brilliant” rebbe would bring his six to nine
year old children into stuur, and the students would listen

D RAPTURE: A PORTRAIT OF UPPER MANHATTAN

CENTURY'

Lo them as attentively to themn as they did o their Gather
Ltntudie knowledge was so scarce that one Rosh Yeshiva
tubeted adl hes peers “brain dead.” Consequently, oo one
telt bound by the decisions of the Roshei Yeshiva, 1t
reached the point where a gentile English prolessor wouald

debate his colleagues in the Yeshiva over basic tenets ol
Judaism, as ridiculous as that may sound. To express
superiority and influence over the Roshei Yeshiva, he even

suggested the implementation of honors shinrin,

There is reason to-believe that books themselves
were scarce at this period. Most talmidim would see only
10-15 hlatr over the course of a year.

Yeshiva University and theTorahngl_m o -

the first annual :

' School Network Present: = .

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY NETWORK |

Records ‘indicate that in_the main Beis
o HaMedrash, there were only three péople
capable of leading the muariv services. At
“shacharit, sources show, it would take
hours to finish. Scholars have pondered
this for years, but they have rejected the
possibility that the length of the prayers
were a result of the addition of Zionist
prayers for the-State of [srael. However, if
one takes into account that they had noth-
ing to read from, and tittfe formal educa-
tion, the Beis Medrash situation is quite
understandable.

Obviously, Yeshiva University be-
lieved in the mimetic tradition, where To-
rah is passed from generation to genera-
tion orally, and texts are used minimally
and looked upon, at best, with disdain.

tanatie

Altheugh YU exp dnofanat
tendencies, like separate milkhig and
fleischig wardrobes, it nevertheless put a
huge effort into preserving its tradtions.
From the early 40’ to the mid 80’s, it was
led by a.charismatic personality, a vibrant
and innovative educator, known in the
‘sources as the Rav. He, too, seemed to have
. very few books, as all of his shiurim fo-
clsed on the Rambam. In 1964, I returned
from Israel with a copy of Bava Basra
which I showed him.  While he began to
use it, he was never entirely comfortable
using it. He said about certain people
quoted in the tractate that “Just because
they lived in the classical period doesn’t
make them amoraim!” Theré have been
notes of his shiurim written up, but there _
is no evidence that this was the Rabbi Yosef
Dov Soloveichik of 'YU. During his ten-
ure, his authorty was never doaibted. YU
enjoyed a flattering reputation in the Ye-
shiva world, and all talmidim felt at home.
Obviously, all talmidim grew close to him
and had personal relationships with him,
as is witnessed in their own writings. Ev-
ery precious word in one of his rare
shiurim, was memorized and cherished.
This utopia ended quite suddenly, however,
when the Rav passed away. Suddenly,
talmidim offerred different, even contra- -
dictory, accounts”of the Rav’s opinions.
Apparently, since no one committed his
ideas to texts, they had to rely upon fal-
lible memory. These conflicting accounts
led to bitter quarrels and, ultimately, to
lawsuits.
B Unfortunately, the mimetic tradition
. was too entrenched at this point for the -
Yeshiva to easily dig its owp way out, Texts
were not just bad. One Rosh Yeshiva, Rav
Kahr’, tamerited over texts being brought
in to teach social norms, Tike the prohibi-
tion against assaulting women. Rav Kahn
compared bartering the mimetic tradition
- for a text culture to “forsaking your mother
- the Aibishter* should forgive me in front



ol the aron kodesh ~ tova prostitute.” T general, falinud
Torah veered sharply i the direction of being o discus-
sion group, where students would gather in dormitory
vooms al all hours of the night and try (o velive the 1each-
ings of their Rebbenn. The Rosh Hiyeshiviya-Nesiah en
couraped Tulmidim w learn i their rooms, and eventu-
ally shiur itselt” was moved 1o the donmitories, where it
bueeame known as “dorm tafks.”

Women were even more removed Tronn tests than
men were, In a bizaree courting ritual at Yeshiva
Unversty s aftiliate Stern’s Collepe sf Women, the girls
were often taken to dinner by men withing to lavish for-
tunes on the meal, Women were known 1o sometimes
spend hours preparing for an evening of male exploita-
tion lor culinary benefits. On the date itself, they would
satisy themselves with water and a salad”, sparing their
dates a tremendous fortunc. It would seem that the women
simply refused to read the menuy, as it was, after all. a
text.

While picty may have been served by this slavish
devotion to tradition, lernen certainly wasn’t. Simple

“halakhot were simply unknown, and at Stern’s; a speciat

position, the “Shomeret” was established to guard, it
seems, against ilticit social behavior Students were even
known to have debated whether more learning could be
accomplished over a summer in a Yeshiva, or at a camp
with mentally disadvantaged children - a silly question
today, but clearly a serious one back then.

The theological justification for this practice can
be. traced to the fragments remaining of the aforemen-
tioned speech of Rav Kahn, where he attempts to defeat a
new dynamic growing movement, which was sweeping
YU as the Tosafistic dialectic swept Languir and
Languedoc nearly cight centuries before.”  Clearly, this

weits the teed culte, Reconstouted, the wpecch neogds
“hisis fhe preatest Dagedy even b e ot onr cin e
Fhere e vothung a vetoer b o oves mare thin o fre o
culture] i the Mikdasht Misar s orabion, v like fos

saking yow swother tor a prosttute’ doea o ear by
Republique de Francais o cachus un son pout' Liberie
Eyalite! Fratormie! Fromage Souffle’ Obviaualy, e
Roshiet Yeshiva felt that therr Yoshiva was the Mikdunh
where the Divine direetly communicated with i, with
out the mtermediary of text dilutimg the cocounter

I the end, however, the ndal wave of text crashied
evenr over Washington Heiphts, Reportatio” Cane again
into vogue, s oral stnurim and Tectures were et mito
writing by students in documents referred to s Meser ah™
just as the students of the various dialectical acadenne,
of Medeival Trorfas tnmsformed their teachers instrie-
tions into set 1exts. While Yeshiva students may have lost
the touch of the Rav’s presence, they now seek solace i
the publication of his wachings
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SHIR LA-SHALOM:

Citing the pressures of his office, last week Rabbi
Dr.Norman Lamm, Rosk Ha Yeshiva u-Nesiah of Yeshivat
Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan and President of Yeshiva
University, -announced his immediate retirement. The
Board of Directors met to choose a successor. While a
segment of the board felt that appointing a gay president
would help smooth over YU's choppy relationship with
the homosexual community, other members pointed out
that a gay Rosh Yeshiva secemed somewhat incongruous,
although not that much more than gay clubs in Yeshiva
University. One faction felt that no one characterized the
institution’s values like Rabbi Dr Joséph B Sotoveitchik,
and suggested faxing all problems to his okel. However,
the Board quickly concluded that the frue successor to
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, Rosh HaYeshiva u-Nesiah of
Yeshivat Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan and President of
Yeshiva University, would be another-Philosophy profes-
sorand student of the Ray, and therefore Rabbi Shalom
Carmy was immediately voted into office.

Reaction oncampus to Rabbi Carmy’s appointment
were mixed. Rav Abba Bronspiegel at first balked at the
possibility of a philosopber as Rosh Yeshiva, but wheén he
Tater learned that. Carmy’s main instructor in Philosophy
was the Rav he remarked, “Ah, so he learned some
Chumash-with the Rav and called it philosophy. Nisht
Geferlach.” - This sentiment. was echoed by Dr Steven
Katz.

‘Rabbi Carmy’s first official act in office was to grant
VP William» Schwartz tenure in the Bible department. He
was then fired.

One of Rabbi Carmy’s immediate moves was to deal
with Beit Midrash crisis. One anonomous donor gave YU
a huge barge for the express purpose of using itas anew’

. Beit Midrash; however, research personally conducted by

Rabbi Carmy showed that the East River was a potential
health hazard, with prolonged exposure resulting in such
diseéases as hay fever and gout, contradicting earlier stud-
ies run by YU Health Services’s Dr Eli Sar. Sar was
shocked to see the conditions of the subjects of these tests
and remarked, “Blimey, these people need a doctor!” In-

THE MAKING OF A PRESIDENT, 5756

stead, the Marsha Stern Talmudical Academy was moved
to the boat, dubbed Operation Torah Ship, and the rest of
the Main Building was used for an expanded Beit Midrash
as-well as housing for Smicha students, who were relieved

that they were not moved to the barge. The Israel Club_

sponsored Operation Torah Ship, where students who felt
that fearning on the ship would help oppose Israel’s policy
of giving back the Mediterranean Sea, would pay $50 and
demonstrate their solidarity with Israel. The ship would
eventually dock in, and move to, Israel, as the Beit Midrash
would travel up the East River and Atlantic Ocean. The
loss of the Israel Club means that students will have to
scour the internet themselves in order to find right wing
propaganda masquerading as news. Neediess to say, MTA,

the BeisMidrash was shortened an inch 1o allow more
room for “good” students. If they were caught again, they
would be forced to join the high school on the barge. Rav
Tendler, the official hochen for the M-BATS. explained.
“I was able to trap them through my intuition. You see.
as a trained scientist, [ have better intuition thian most
people, and by listening to my intuition. [ can pereeive
things that mere mortals cannot. The 7oir er, who
‘never studied any Madda. and has never done an autopsy
on a brain, would never be able to identify cheating as 1
can” The fact that on the same answer, they all wrote
that the Mishna Berurah raised suspicions as to whether
or not they had actuaily ever opened @ Mishna Berurah
Other, more cynical observers, suggested that Rav Tendler

on the other hand is not missed tremendously by anyone  was-able to easily identify cheating due to his experience
in particular with the exception of Time Out and Barukh -med students. .
Pesah Mendelson. Wi gone, Rabbi Yiizchal the tradition of Dr. Samuel Belkin =/, Rosh

is free to. dispense Mussar in the mornings as well, and
has accepted a position.as Mashgiach of the Bernard Revel.
Graduate School of Jewish:Studies. After the first
shmooze, Professor Haym Soloveichik said, * My alter
zaide was right about the castor oil..... y’hear what I'm
saying.” .

Other campus changes were soon to-follow, as all
classes in philosophy and Jewish studies were moved to
the Furman Dining Hall. In order to cope with the influx
of students, the Caf is stocking tall cups of water and
oranges. Orders have also been placed for Egyptian, Ma-

laysian and Danish oranges for the various international

nights in the caf.

Early on in the administration, Rabbi Carmy was
faced with a crisis, as four students were caught cheating
on the M-BATS. The “Fearsome Foursome,” as they have
been dubbed on campus, have were meted out a swift and
harsh punishment from Rabbi Carmy’s office on the fifth
floor of Gottesman Library. Rabbi Joseph Wanefsky sug-
gested, “Shoot ‘em, Carmy!” , but Rabbi Carmy instead
decided that the attenders would be subjected to twice daily
attendance taking by Sgan Mashgiach/ NYU Ph.D. can-
didate and: Kenneth “Jeremy” Wieder, and their table in

Ha Yeshiva u-Nesiah emeritus, Rabbi Carmy has decided
to expand the University with the opening of new gradu-
ate schools, which have always been instrumental in
spreading Tubmud Torah among Jews and Shemirat Zayin
Mitzvir Bnei Noah among the gentiles. The first of these
is the Don Summers School for Police Philosophers, whose
- projected curriculum will combine the Jatest in crime fight-
ing technique with the most sophisticated trends in west-

=ern philosophy and Machshevet Yisrael. Needless to say.

hiring of staff will not be restricted to the narrow con-
straints of Bnei Torah: in fact. the school has made great
efforts to hire a Muslim, a-genuine idolater for Central
Africa, ‘and a Hebrew Christian with semicha in the in-
terests of intellectual diversity. Of course, this course of
study is best complimented by YU's chaver program.
Other schools to follow include ‘medical histofy and
American pop culture. While some feared that Rabbi
Carmy’s presidency would issue in an era of backward
values such as the centrality of Torah to Madda and the
importance of Yira’t Shamayim in academia, but Barukh
Hashem, things are-business as usual at Yeshiva Univer-
sity. . .
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This session of Dorm Talks is sponsored by Orefios Aliv-h. We attempt to deal with issues relating to the
Things in YU aren’t so simple. You're not used to dealing with the

bochurs réturn from Erers Yisiael.
existence of multiple Roshed Yeshiva,

guys who think for themselves, and art class. It scems that many of

the bochurin don™t even go to mikveh in the morning. Additionally, certain things that just didn’t exist in
Lret= Yisrael, such as movies, rock music, and women, seem to be all over the city-- even on the campus

itself.

You don't even know whether or not to trust the kashrus of the food in the Caf.

If these, and other

related issues, are the thoughts troubling you, then Dorm Talks are for you! Better get started. . .

e guy nextdoor to vou seems a ligtle odd:

he keeps complaining that the sink i his room is

talking to hint. You didn't think mtch of it but
recently the sink has been telling him that the
administration has launched a fiendish plot to
serve turtle in the Cat. He also seems to be stock-
piling weapons in his room. While you think some
of his ideas are a litle strange; should you be dun
lo-kaf zekfus when he asks to borrow you credit
card and driver's heense”? Would it be lashon ha-
ra to tell your Dorm Counselor, as in his wisdom
he would surely know how to deal with this? What
if hes a "Beis Medrash guy™--can you assume
that his Rebbe martired his campaign of violence?
Would it be different if he went to the 8:30 min-
yan?

You always thought Negiah was assur, but
certain secretaries on campus seer to feel differ-

e cotly As some people feel this is a vahrog v'al it be different if the social ki

vavor, does she have a din rodef? Would it be

different if she then joined Labor?

The guy who learns next to you keeps in-
sisting that certain apartments on 189th street
have a din Ir HaNidachas. This seems a little odd
to you, but he’s a pretty clioshuyv guy--they even
fet him daven maariy for the amud sometimes.
How seriously should you take this? Doces this
mean you really can’t take any spoils before you
burn down the buildings? Should you really be
burning down buildings that don’t belong to you
in the first place? Maybe i1 be a chillul Hashem!
if vou . promise to use the langd_to build a new

Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary
2540 Amsterdam Ave
New York, NY 10033

BBeis Medrash, would it be in the.category of yat=zu
hefsedo byekharo. or Ruchmana Chas., its op-
posite? Would a Beis Midrash built on that site
have a din pigul? What if a Rebbe were to say
the same thing? Or an IBC rebbe? Or, chas
il hazkir, a Revel professor?

You're waiting for the van on the main cam-
pus to visit your grandmother who is terminally
ill with zsora ‘as. Oh those doctors call it cancet,
but you're pretty sure it's tsora'as -- Bubby spoke
a lot of lashon hara. Suddenly, girls, dressed
less like b 'nos Torah than b’nos Lot, engaged in
not-so-frum activities. Yes, it seems that in vio-
fation of Reb Moshe’s feshuva, they arc talking
to boys. You rcach for your spear, but you scem
to have left it at the Morg engagement party while
you were trying to do dangerous shtick. Does
the din of kana 'us apply only w1th a spcar" Would

was a YUSSR meeting, and it would be muttar
for kiruv purposes? How about a kiruv organi-
zation aiming at Jewish youths?

Your roommate makes berachos in s fardis.
As he isi’t actually a holy sfardi like the ones
you-went t0, that Shabbos in Tzefas, does that
make him an apikores? Even if not, can you be

votzei with his-berachos? Evenifnot, is there a

problem with answering amen?

The guy down the hall seems to have music
coming from his room on Shabbos. You assume
that he’s playing his stereo, but there are no ‘eidim
or hasra'ah, as it is not one of the Jewish tapes

reminding consumers not to play it on Shabbos
or Yom Tov, shiit"a. You realize that techni-
cally he¢'has no din misah, but you remember
your rehbe from Eretz Yisrael telling you about
inflicting kippah. What if you have no barley,
or if the bariey you have is chadash? Would
you be better off saving it for when your
chavrusah suspects his wife of infidelity, or just
hopes that the mayim ham 'arerim brings him
healthy, male, white children? Realizing that
you can’t punish him, should you try to break
tuchos just to make a point?

- Should I think for myself? If so, how much
and how often?

When you came back from Ererz Yisrael,
vou were pretty sure that nevi'ah ended at
the beginning of Bayis Sheini, but your Bible
protessor kecps talking dbout New im being
iperiod. .
Additionally, the guy down the hall from you,
who wears the wild pay os, the tallis she-kulo
techeles, and keeps his tefillin on from when
he wakes up and davens minchah until dark,
tells you that not only are there nevi’im
bizman hazeh, but he’s one of them: This is
all the more troublesome as he seems frum.
He puts down his secular classes, washes
mayim acharonim, and hangs up on girls who
call for his roommate. Do you consult with
your rebbe here for advice, or do you call your
rebbe from Erctz Yisrael?
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