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Ot.X mdy h.n-·e it. lt is t~1iy if'J;a 'a:ov ish ci uviv 
w-:-~! iffN./' \ w:hlCJ\5.l,Jt,-d Hlrt!tigh ".,-~emYl bewi J?tt.t.si!r s<vikka ve--al titosh f(J.J'W,f im-r:k,1a," 
,vhtch is b_y Cha::al as to on~\; mbbeim) that he win come to 

OHAVEI. SHALOTh-1 
TSEDAKA FUND 

Dedicated to the Memory of 

E ,l i t r o t e ~--· · 

We,a, YU have kext1Gd i<• incn d deaLarr vurd th,,se r:-,,;n 
di(~ Onh.i<lox Right tvho iH.~3P l:I'itki~nis (~r:~13at ·perhaps we 
sl.11:-iu!d pav sornc atrenti;;n whc-·n thi;,;y ai:rusc 
t1..."' HK~ukate its !a!nlidim ,vith adaquatt rcspc-rl f"i.-'w arid its 
stfo)lars: There mav be mote than a gn.1in of trmh h) thL.; <.H.:rusa­
tion. JJnes Jt irk u:1 ~tan h) sec~ friln~v :.luck;nt !.'arryin~ his lunch 
(W! ,1 gemun:/1 \Vould \-Vt' np.:n!y pru1es1 if-wr sav .. · .'1omc-one s!nJy­
in_g fi~r a colkgc fiuai in ont· of the batei muirash nr heard one oCthc 

bc1m~ mocked'.' Most di~Hirhing is that rnanv ofus became 
d~sen:.-,.iriz.t.:d ,;fler•,vc i..:ame to 'YU - it's h~rd t~ pin th-.: blJnh~ 
on any jndividual; group, or 1hose at Ylf who attempt 
to deYelop a orkevud Shamayyim inevitably find thmnse!vc-s 
fighting an b:)ttle sgainsi crunpus culture. 

But we nrnst still try, As the Sefor ha-Chinukh, Ramchal, 
~nd countless others have pointed oat 
Shus), achar !;a--ma'-asim nimshakh nu-,~,--,.,,c surest way to 
modify on~'s natural inclinations is to first modify one 1s actions. 
Consequently, if we dei!berately devote time to acts of kevod ha­
Tcwah, our, attitudes change accordingly, and what in the past we 
had to force ourselves to do eventually becon1es second nature. 

With this in mind. we all certainly should laud S.O.Y presi­
dent Jonathan Neiss for initiating a project that was long overdue-­
the writing of a S,:fer Torah iu memory of HaRav HaGaon Dovid 
Lifshitz, zekher tzaddik livrakha. To be sure, it is for the memory of 
our late Rosh !fa Yeshiva that we are writing a SeforTornb, but we 
must. r1,1t forget that we personally benefit from every bit of enthu­
siasm w,th which we perfonn this mitzvah, 

S.M,T. 

AlHH SOLOMON P. WOHLGELERNTER 
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The Soloveitchik fleritage: 
_A Daughter :s, lvf emoir 

ov,:.-r th!: List d("c.1,k:_ ~~ ;tb JH =!h·:tkint, it,f..!r,;:,i 

nt k'-vi·,h ii1:0t\1ry, th,_·1-c h~1\·,: b,_0 ,:n ;, pielht,r.: 

h:1i;iofr·1ph1c:-; p;;hli:;!vd rn i.ng.hiL fh<' Sn/u•.,·11,-luk 

I !critr1gc .-1 f)uughwr \ ld,:mu11 '\ 1nK r1l ;he hi ·,;r in 

thi.., line. I :u]ikl' m:rny (1iht.'.r ,,~,-·.:ntl_~· r,whif:-.he.d 
liagin;_p:.1phics, this; book \\.:i[f he of s1x1:i,tl inktl~'-i iu 

tlw Y!J i.;tL:denr, :;)nee il d,:al:-., t•) :,omc ~-_;.,JenL \•:ilh 
the life of R, Jo'-'eph Ba Snloveirdnl;. Wrinc·n hy 
Shul;1:nith Soluveitd1i~ ivfe-isdrn,10. the hook iiive,: a 
colorful portrait of the ctH1hor·s anc...:~try and family 
iV!(S. Mcis~lman, the dai11)iter of R. Moc-:'."lc 
Solov~itchik (Rosh I-JaYe8hiva. RWTS H28 -!Y40} 
phKt:S tht: houk\ fi..1c1.ts primarily oo hi:r fathc1 

Excluding the introduction. w<: can div1de The 
Sofovf'itchik flaitage inlo three;_ part:-;. The firs;t pim 
(enk':n; on the marriage of R. Moshe S,)ioveitc!lik l(i 

Pe~ha fei1Hitein. The second pa~t forusec- nn the 
author's ancestry, jumpio·g back in tinw 'to giv1.: a 
sketchy history, bcgi.rrning with R. Chayyim 
Volozhiner(l 749---182 !), and the founding ofYcshiv.tt 
Etz Chayyirn (Volozhin). The third part returns to R. 
Moshe Soloveitchik, starting from a point in time ten 
yearS after his mmTiage and co11tinuing until hi:.; di:ath 
in 1940. This !as\ section is ~cmi~tt.utobiogrnphical in 
tutu.re 

rn,,r, ,,·,1tk!H tlur. ,n !!y •'in h' ,.:L,piuc; 
!lurnu:. ih~ lie). licti!i,Yi~, :.;,;;1-.·~, ,;l!:1,f;: ;;· :1,i 

H1,:1; d1.::-c1in•/·; b,,1h her oa,cnh !;: thi~. c:(oJ,\(·t ,:;r;(h: 

her f~nh,·r ··:·c_;rr~·.-:,:ntc: 1hc :n:1j..:~l ,;f ! .,r;d:. 

the •.iik\<i !w:nli\l;[f Her r,k,il:n ·r:•,.i 

id<.:,1·:; .. j,mJj :Jixpc-d 1r; ,,.·ur!d i,L:r, tt,;;;_'- (,; in ~h;·, 
f51sl pMl rd'the bu.:_1k, ;bv ;1;_Jiht)f t:,oc,; lo gr,:~.f ;,~:-igtk; 

t.-; estnhli:---h the dilfcrer:ce bdwt.:-:n h1;: nar(.'1W,' Hk­
(:dog:ics, µartii;1d:nly in !heir np;rnu;1:-. nf Si;uih1r stud 
!CS. 

In the third chapter \-Ve ltJrn oi R. Mo,;h1;":; dif­
!kn!tic.; in int,cgra!ine"; ;mu 1he r-·ein~!ciJ< Mn;,:, /1.frs 
Meise!rn,rn dcs,:;nbes h(:-r fothe(:, rc.ci1-ti1.1n a::;, ··[rage] 
agbi-n.st th1-n.flrdlcch1al mhhcCia1 cn:;tun~ of-his new 
milieu, Reh Uc\ hnn1c. His bnde'::, inten:sl 1;l cvor!d 
!iiernum; annoyed him." (24} The itutb.-:1r r,;bte-:,; 1./u-H 
hl:l father was ''very unhappy, p1;:cau~,:,J ~vvrytlnng 
wa:s new and strnng::.'' (24) We go lHl to n:ad (Olo•fi~i 
swnes of the newly married uupk ::md of tlKlf in 
ability to relate lo one other. "f his chapter, the !a-:t c,f 
thi~ fir~t part of the hooL leave:, \'he future oftll-: yrn.mg 
couple in a '.:iiate of uncertainty. 

Without any sort oftranc-:ition, the founh drn.p~ 
tcr switches the book.'!! focu:; to :! grneral disl:Uss.,ion 
c"1f several prominent rnbbi:- nf the I Xth c,;:·ntwy, ar;d 
i'n particular, t,) the life uf R, Chayy1n-i Volozhrncr 
We n.:a.d a ::;implistic rkscripi1f10 of the foundmg of 
Y~shival Etz ChayJ·im, and find 3. taic ::ihout how R 
Chayyim met 1~apoleon. 

ln the first section vve find a great number of Mm1t of th-:; second part of the book if: riddled 
colorful anecdotes. Unfortunately, Mr:;, Meise!man's with interesting anecdotes about the allthor':-; J.nces-
interp1;ciations of these _stories are at be"it hJtrd to be- __ __j__Qr_:::,;.,JJl.faf_tJh~@.th9.r ,see_ms._1Q. r,n;:iJ;.e thi;S~ cAne~d.o-les 
licve, and at wofst, patcnt!y absurd. Fot!nstitnce-, when ho_r focus. !n the fifth chapter, which deals with the 
the author tei!s how R. Eliezer Gordon (founder of life of R .. !tzle Vqlozhiner (R. Chayyim 's son}, tht aH-

ihe Telshe YCshiva) showed up·uninvited at the wed- thor giv~s a brief discussion of M.1x Lilicathul's rnle 
ding of R. Moshe Soloveitc~ik, it seems highly un- in the Ru'.if;ian government. ( bi-iienthal was a German 
likely that he did.so because, "he thought his appea;·. maskil hired by the government to head the new Jev/-
ance would be excellent public relation, for his news:~ ish education program.) This discussion of Lilienthal 
paper." (page 19) At anothef point in the book, the seems present only to faciiitate relating a tale dealing 
author attempts to (1escribe the tho_!!9hts of a syna· with R. Itz!e and Lilienthal. The history of Li!ienth-al 
gogue sexton as he gave ritual IMhes (ma/Aut) to the- is far from comprehcm:ivc, and deals with only those 
i;nembers of the congregation bdOre Yorn Kippur. Mrs. aspects needed to understand the anecdote. As a rule, 
Meiselman, who was a child at the time, claim6 to when th~ author (k~R(:ribcl'I any actua.l histr,ry, i1 is solely 
have .been abie lo rc&d his 01ind merely by looking at to give the read~r the haclgwund necessary to mid.er" 
the expression oo his face: stand ::trni.n::-c:<lote. Therdore, the very little hit of ac-

Today, I· am the King. i 1 Avrcmele tual hi!'ltory in the s;;cond pan of the book is disorga-
Bulechke., .am judging you, the rich men of nizcd and fragmented · 
our town. I am smiting yoU for the •ln:. you ================"" 
have cornmittcd against your poor se:don, 
who Chokes overy morning over a piece of 
black bread, whilo you sit ifl your luxurious 
dining rooms and enjoy a fre8.h bulke with 
fresh.!y chu:in_ed butter for breakfast.' ( l 48) 

,:ve- a!w find exaggerations a1_1d fwO··dimen-
sion.al doscriptioM: ' 

Reb·Ele and his wife,.Gut,a, had many chil­
dron. The ,mntt were handsome aod enterpris­
ing, tho· dau2hters \Vere beu~tifol Sod viva-
cious; {I) . · 
\Ai ~ J·ule, the- author ~:licrihes _thought and 

speech 'trn'Ultoric figures, as if :.h~ were_ Writin& _e novel 
and nOt a hi~(l1ry. She ba.11.e'- much o{ this dixlogue on 
''"i.:onversatio:ns,,.hc:mJ in iabhinic home";· [arid] in 
aynagOgue•/' {2J The result i:, often trite arid- diched: 
Ss when ·she do1:1cribc:.oi Pe:;11£1 's first impr~ssion of R. 
Mo'she with the phrase, "'hi.!!, dark und handsome.," 
(13) , 

thl'Qugb the ,:i,ulhOr'fi _u•;eof .:tll thC-st: techniques 
a c!~itr prorhi'sr;:, io tbe hagiog:t~phy emrrg,~s: the s.ecu­
lati:.LJ5.tion of the Soloveitchil family. Although this 
theine rnru; through the entire. hnok, in no pb.ce. is it 

The author gives no explanation as 
to how R. Moshe changed from a 
prospective Rosh Ha Yeshiva of 

· Volozhin into a professor of 
Talmud at a Tachkemoni, 

in Fact, dj!.organization is the major problem 
here. Although the author does make a good att<;:rnpt 
to d;trit)' her tran!>itions !Tom the E!f of one ptrson ro 
the next, her conn:::dwns !tad to ;,ome ambiguity. 
While describimz the livi% of s11 many of her arh.i,s­
tors, she tends t~ jump bad. and forrh through many 
genbpJtions. lt is likdy 1h.:::.t · •;;_nneone :,vho is nor a:­
teady famiiiarwtlh :ht: lin;,:a.g..: ufthc So!owitcilik fam­
ily will gcr fost. 

A1101her ~~!omen! or The ,)doveitchik. /-fer?tage 
that nlight leaJ to confrision is the map of ihe '"pak of 
scttlc-mcnr" {116-·1 !7), Tfo; map is not nn!y ina~cu­
rt\te. bu! it is a!so inCOil-ir;istr:iH ,vith the f,~ch fm.m<l in 

!own locatt:d be1we•.;n Pruzhm1ct Jnd Efr1:c:k." ([6) f)n 

the rm1p. however. [kreze i·, ic, the n0rth 0f 1;<::;lh 
Prnzhana and. l3n,.k. VJ,: al<,n hid t'.vit th,~ tot {.if 
42) d..:scrib;_•:; Kovno ~1nd 1he city,.' '\·'·r>~fw.1-1i 

(;vhid1 ~\3.:;;" later renamed Sl,,bod.k;::) a,;, bt'i:it; dir.::-u!y 
across a river frnm 0s1e otheL \Ct i.he map g:iw;; sep<J. .. 
rate locmiom C} for Wiiliurupon! antl Slobodh, n'.:i­
ther of which are acros:; Crom Kovn.'.>. E-.:;;n the 
mcn::laturc_: i5 in.:.:onsish·fii: th'.: map u"ic$ tbt: nam"· 
Brc:st for 3. city tkr: \Vas rnrnnionly c;.lild Bri·.;J,:- in th:: 
tcxL 

The final chapter of ib:•; :;econd s..::ct;0n <!e;.:l:, 
with the i<;sue of ~ecular studies in the !i·d;:~ nf the 
Soloveitchik a:1d Feinskin famit1c:s. Hcrt:ir.:. ,\h-; 
Mcisdrmw r.tternpt:. to explain what various. mtm· 
bcrs (Jfher family thought abo<1t sernlar studies 
rarmtly ~!'"""ying 10 mah~ the bcok app<:2.l tn ;; 
,wdiencc, :,he ovcrs1mp[ifies tlwir vic::v.:,;; tlfl rhi~ tmd 
n;1:my other comp!1~x is!l-ues, !;nmc <1s the Bri':,ki!r 

m::lh,,d 0f"f alrnudi-:: sru<ly. Mrs. Mciselman do.::s n,)i 

c.;ee:m to r,::alizc 1hat hy its H:ry narure" a hook d_. ::his 
t;pe would not appeai to somcorc.c '>Vithout 01 relig101:f 
backgr,mnd. Despik this appro,Kh tht· d1f!ptn pru­
\'ides a decent transition io the third p;1:rt 0f the ½onk 

Here iii where the writing becomes ~emewhat 
autt.1biographica!, and v . ..-e acrually find 3. Daught('Y ·, 
,.\-Jemoir. The rnajuritv of this sectwnco.ncems th-.= s,i:\­
ycar p<.':riod during whkh R. I\·toshe was the Chit'.( 
R!ibbi of Khas.lavichy. M;s_ ?\.kiselman. whe· v:as not 
yet eight years old when her famiiy left Kha•:,:t•vich:,c, 
give::, an account of rhe <!vcuts thn•ugh th;:- ··"Yd (•f 3 

.:.hilJ. augrn~nt.:,d with facts that she ,nust have karn.td 

Shf uses hmr (hapte;:s to ;Jc.scribe the mai~ar 
Jc,vi;,;h hulid2vs ,1:=, f•>ch.'l'..ced by 1hr.: h•w.;; of 
Khas!avic-hy. A11hrmgh some ,-,f their ;.'.U<.:.t0rno.; ,verc; i:l 

hit unnst:al, i.hs rnnjnnty vf \-Vhat sht• dcs.,:::ribcs are, 
Still m,,in:-.trc-am 0:1iwdo, J,:,vflsh pra.cti,.:c;;. on .... -c 
agaiu we '>et !hal Mn:. M.::is,:i:niar, did TT\)! L'1o-v-.: f"H:-r 
::1ud.1cn..:t·: Althr.n.1.Jfi rh1:; hook, as \ve satd bcf;Ke, \.:OUld 
t1evcr t1.ppt;il tn a secular re,-1ders;hip. sbe- dc:.·v0h~s spac..z 
rn d::~~ribini how drddo.:! j_;;. pl:i.y,:-d. Sh: al-;<i cxpfo.in:-: 
l.hat - Pa:;sover f is j tbe fc:½t~'i<li ofu-i.ic.:ivi:ncd brea.:.J, (it 
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R 

Approach 
Staten1ents 

of it in a more ctforespeCtful torre­
Ghain1 Maccoby, however, 

out that, R. Yechicl of Parit; {in the 
the Talmuds), Ramban did not fed threatened, 

Did Ramban sincerely believe what 
he said at UCC<V,H,n<n Qf was he 

merely being calculatedly evasive'/ 

fiKt that he had Other responses fo this question 
demonsir--iit;s that there 
lkize the unauthoritatiVe 

fkr,:shit i 2: ! L \-vhc-11: lht:··\•mrd "'na" (in the phr:;s,; 
"hnu'/ !1<1''} in :i .snfrims}J, .,:aid 10 indic:lt,: mr.;dt:ify 
R,Jrnhan pl,int:: eut thal t!n~ rhrn'.x is a idium-

u.;.ed to 

mmiiont:d i11 21: 14. F,wihennor-.'; R,unban notes that 
the 

of his own C'.'lphmation 
cause the midrash is notpeshat, or even for no (stated) 
reason at an. In all the instances mentioned where 
Ramban 

aS authoritative. 

even 
are that 

is truG (or at lca~t 
to be generally acc.::pted by all cxegetes) 
the Torah. One example of this can be 

Ram ban's commentary to Bercshit · r8: 1, 
where he t3keS great p~ins to cstabhsh the premise 
that the ~ngcl'Raphael's actions (i.e. healing Avraham 
and rescuing Lot) did not constitute iwo missions. This 

the well~known -Aggadic stateffient 
may. carry out more than ·one inis.slon 

simultaneously. Another instance of R:amban citing 
17:fwhcrc 

that Moshe saw the supi):r­
naturnl _through a dear lens, so to ·speak~ while- the 
t:est of the prophets saw it through a cloudy ienS. From 
th-.··contem arid context of the 8.bove examples, it is 
deiJ.r that Ramban foit that he~ as ·well"·a.s other com­
mentators, hadi.'to work within the_ sc;opc of these 
Aggadic axioms, 

In a related pattei:n, th.ere certain 
t,Jfnlng ·to everits that occured in chuma:ih 
Ramban s6:.ms_ tO reg~d a& objec;tiv<:; i:nith: In sO:me· 
of t~ese instane.es~ tb~Se_ °'facts" are used ~o c:haUcnge_ 
other _~x~ge~s (i_e. ~s_ht), Commen~ng on_ Beres.hit 
J7:_:?6, he notes. th~ commentarv,-ofRashi which states 
that "on that same day'1 .re.fc;s to Avraham turning 
nhtety~r;ji):~ OU the aamC day· he WiiS t<:ld "thfl,t "(lft a 



his pos:-;essiom,. and was reason thar Ya.akov 
was no1,v ponr, Once agc1in, w~ find an ev(·nt rn1:orded 
in a midrash used as a strong point of t;riticism uf a 
follow commentator. 

Fir.ally, within the broader· 

as the sole expla.nation partic4lar verse. 
In Bereshit 26: 1; · in·· the context of explaining 

why the chumah mentions '-'besides the first famine 
that Was ln the days of Avraham," Ramban mentions_ 
that YitZCh~k was.instructed by God not to journey to 
Egypt. He gives the reason for this injunction as "stated 
by Our Rabbis: 'Yoll are a vu,m·.•m,awg and 

Rambn.n here dearly reganis,this reason ns the au­
thoril.ativc one. 

Bcreshit i,5.: IO slates that althou¥h Avraham 
split the animals in the lwir bcn ha-berarim, he did 
not split the birds; The n:asun Jlambrin 
this can be found in -a 



,····::s --y 1c·\,1P in·,,;;­

t-v.t:t·r: t!l;:m .. 011d t.hi-s ~s tl-w .::nt:::.nrc 10 Gddr;t,m ... 

Bcrcsh1< forili from ii'w h(idi,:~ nf s:niwr;.; und 1ow,umrf> thtlti 
\Nh;1t rs; ib.: 1·c-;i,ron'i 'Vm1 •;h;\!! c,mc,•iv,· dudf; ytJu 

s.•,;ca.p<-'-d b1 ing ret\ig.: lfl ~c·:1. 

;::~;~t:r:~~;;;;,1~:.:~c:::::~u~--~:;:1t:;~'.'~; ,~:;~:!:::~i:t~~1~~~.':; 
that it i;; J subtcrnrn.:t.n c,1vc-rn. Thi:: vi::,.,- ~nnsl!'i· 
tcnr with \'N~L'::. thrnughoul T.a.ilakh that rd;·,r to HeH 
a~ an umk·1gwund abode '-'f th;:; dead. In th\': 
mos! t.irJ:h13uc of 0- ~ubter::i.11e-;m in 
fanakh. Kornd1 and f,'i.liowt<rs ::ire ~~tallow.:d ali\.·(: 
hv thE ff)1>uth vf s.iw'ol_\Banndb.at 16:23-35). 

· Nc-verthele~s, sbun.·es in Cha:tu! :::uggcs.t higbe-r 
siks for Gehinom as we!L Tamid two 

swnd 
a pwcc::.s uv,·n ,11.> 

riorn, turn .ind dew1m htr1l A d1fH."ore:nt !1iJmfosr.a1inn 

the 
m,~fof!ty nt',et;,,,,,,eM to Gehinom and 

--------'"---""==~.rkcrrtrfieti-tt·tth-#.cflc,'mi~n-f./mt;m·tcc-· -,li<r\me;;,,c'''+;,,, f1trst;mr,,;f 1lhe·jla,sai:e"'•"'""'·dttted ---·~,foiush--appeaH-e--tr-eat-i-H.ts--a--ffistitt1;;-f--ge0gpaplti-e- re~ 

6qr ~<\m"' ~n.-J ;h;;ir 
fP{ ('f\rt\lr!;J.ttJ tf}t_':fG 

.-lr1!'i~ into the- hands ·d <> 

i.\f WDNhlnD•i'Vi 

Descriptions range ... from the 
luminous light of creation to the 
darkness of deepest ctej1ect101n. 

Among rhe ~ages who sharn this there 
is regardmg Hell's date 
R~1bhah 4:6 the Torah's accollnt: of 

drow1K<l out the .:ries cf tht :m-,m~m;;;d children. said, because on that day Gehinom was cte·-
"'-.-;,ILiya:~ru 1 .uphesi ..... d ,1 dr ... :atHJ.~ end fur, th~-~~Afect fiom the l,md:'"Of~g-ftti--f.--they~ -----atecl':-"'-An~i-1:ffJfr-h-futtn¾-in---a-mi-shntth-("1\-vot- " __ ,. ___ · 
.&.r:d it;; _--;0n~.cg:ants vJcre hidden under~ 5:6), which states that, '"the mouth of the earth was 

ground. 
All of the 

sources mentioned 
above concur that 

· -Vehirwm is an qctual 
geographic location, 
in which_ evildoers 
rcce-ive puni~•hment 
after death. llut rwo 

·Gehinvm 
as a chronological re~ 
a!ity, while :i;10t iden· 
t.ifying it with' any 
spe-cific pface. "The 
globe of the sun has 
a sheath, as it says, 
'H~ has set a tent for 

created on the t-:ixth day, at twihght." Contradicting 
both prior views, Nedarim 39b indudes Gehinom 
among- the items cre'ated by Ood before the creation of 
the wo:dd, · The gemara in Pesachim 54a 
resolve the contradiction. 
ated) before the creation of the world, and its fire on 
the 

Nevertheless, this rt'solution,in Pcsac:him does 
the 

Gehinom is au evil_, R. Elazar takes a smKmg1voo,a­
tive attidtude, applying the words found later the 

, •. (Bereshit l: 31) to 
A ph1los.,ph1cal basis for this· dispute ·can 
in two attempts to _explain the function of 

Gehinom. The first appears in Shir ha~Shirim Rabbah 
(6: 14), "And on that day (God] created Gehinom, about 
which 'good' is not.written, comparable to [a man) of 
flesh and blood who acquired servants. He buys th.em 
and then says. 'Make me swords.' i'hey .re.ply tO hitn, 
'Why?' He replie·s to thein, ;So that if you_-rebe-1, you­
wiH hear the call for judgC"ment: So says the Holy 
One: 'I cfcated Gehinom abo~It which 'it was good' is 
notwritteu, so that ifmeri·sin. they will:.J.esi:;e:n<l int?­
iL "' Th\~ conception portrayed he-re of Gehinom it one 
of .active punishsnent _ iftsraUed to ke_ep order among 
rebdlio·us ·creations. Ciearlyt 'h was good) _can not be 
applied to a creatiPn i.nte1ideQ only to deal with fosur~ J 

gency and evil dee~. · 
Ali_ &ho_g_ether different persPeciivC on Gehinom 

appears in Bereshit R!lbbah (9:l l J: "'R Zera.said: 'And 
hchokt, tt. was very good,~ thia is Gi!hinom. 

very, good'! Stra:nge!'i.t is cmnJ>ar-abk:' to of 

(crmtfoi:wd on page If) ' 
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K ~him1,n '.-e...:liv,-:b, but to :S,u-nn-,on !Uph:1d 
HHc:ct·s r:+lnniu;! r:n::.1tion, ,:;i;prb'.,:d 
trn1hlul fih!Orlul!.1·an11v 

"What 

4rchih:r! 

irnpressiw:. (Ros.e:r,biO:no. 60, 90) R. Klugman mi; only 
i:ites tiumernus Ha!;:ikr,1(· b:1 R 

;z_ 

acted out of deference to the position rebhe, 

-······-'-•U'. .. '"'-'.="-"·-'-';'1"'"'"'-:"-'"'-'.''"'~""'ts..""-"·''''"-'"'"''···Cc,h~,a.vkchi0a,n;;',_.ls:;aac Bernays, who opposed the recitation 
summer's issue 

But R Klugman still an interpreta-
tional bias, 'slanting the evidence tc make R. Hirsch 
appear more like the stereotypical gado!, painting him 
as a rabbinic sage, an erndite Talmudic scholar. and a 
defender of"authentic'' Judaii:.m. One has but to look 
at the cover of R. _ Klug._man 's book. which _p0rtrays R. 
Hirsch as an elderly, saintly-looking. white-bearded 

to anticipate the direction the author will take 

volume on R. Hinich, 
which a young and tn110-b,ewded 
dressed contemporary_ Gcnnan garb. R. Klugman 
s~ems to believe that recounting the biography of a 
rabbinic sage, such as- R. Hirsch, is not mere a.id schOi­
arship. Rather, R. Hirsch's life-story is intended to 

R f{Jugmari goes to great to 
was a po3ek of :.tat'J.re. pi­

tirnught is still far from convincing. Orie prnb~ 
us that very few of R.. Hirsch's responsG are ex­

tant. R. Klugman suggests that this can be explair,ed 
by the undocumented story that most Hi:sch 's 

and corresoon1de,1ce were burned b:y one of 
to this legend, R. Hirsch's 

daughter maintained that this act was in compliance 
with her father's wish. (288) 

Moreover. the anthor a,:;a;.erts th:3:t "the Kehrlfa: 
fr!Jm this 
starUre in 

<173) Thi:t 

In a statement obvmutci'~· refcr­
rmg to the Austria controv;;;;n:,y, R. tfrr-sr;h nx;rdan1ly 

R, Klugtnan's work is not 
entirely befeft of distortions 
and omissiOns, 

when it comes to _R. Hirsch's 
fa..mily 

Gn,rn,en,m,de, the united rdiglmi5 c0mrm.mity not 
in e!t·..:tions c; :-it on the governing -c-oun-

fort crnnmuni1rv. R Klugman ;;oncluJe,; 
'ihat since th1;,e conditions \"\ere not met. i'. 
iu a::;s.ume, iJ-1 retrospect, tlt..,.1t even R_ H2:1ihergcn~-ould 
h1ve- seccst:ion. (l 79J 

the hook, R, 

Gr;;ss:;.::rneir.dr;- ',:. .bur•al 
rn~mb'.!rs of R thn:ch S 

lhi."' 

ihe fad th>!.\ no' 

Jitd twui their O\VU 

i 



HAM1o ,,<\SER is looking for 
new.writers and artists. 

· JftOu ~.y_e:,:\Vritt,;n._so11letfripg yo,tf · 
_ WO>l!d lil;e_t(l WC pubfa,!icd, or 
. }'oli 're 1nwremed in inustratinii 

. ankfol, j,leasc_cor,lacr. one of the 
· tt11iot ediW,."'i ,lll!li(l(Qtaj_l)o~~ible 

i,ii,cl ~ ge-t yout wi>tk inro the 

A. s E R 

Rabbinical Political Endorse1nents 

\~ \\l' a0pro:.1.ch .1 presidtntd! d.:c1inn \,,,.-~, \.'.an 
:·.\~n.:.::! r:,bhink.ll 1.'!llfor:.:~ntt'lH.s: and ,:ond1.'llHiatis1ns 
,,r ,.::c1.n.iHl:lh's. t\_,s:;ib!y by c1u;,ih:1gy ,viih lsn1.d·;;. 
;;fous panic,;. the kwhh pt;.!<;:; will ha\'C full~}11t~c 
\t_·r!iscuJ.~nts. fii1e{i with the rnnnc½ ofrabbis who sup­
pmr a pitrtic-t.:h~l candidate. This pt,_.cess has already 
hcgtm ·jn ;.he primaries w_ith long l.i,sts of tho:.-c ·who 
f:won:d one ;an,.foi.ato.: f0r '..'.l.lffOgztte judge balanced 
\iy J. list of othl'.r rabbis supporting a different c::mdi-

m $uCi{'ty disapptovcd of hy the ma_10hty. T!wre i_,; a 
-tfrun!!, liall.khic Jiffbrnitiatl<.m between hrnnosc:{u:iJ 
,md !1~~bian b;,;haviur, i! dti-tmctiou th<.i. prot,ubly k·an·s 
nwsl ob:.,•rvant Jew~ mwnsv. Should 1h:.1t bl.' fadored 
iwo our pc:'sped1v:;--:; Mon·,1vLT, CH"l th,: ;:~sue uf nil~ 
mral n.c,:epun~e ;;:v..::n be seriously addressed o.n th..: 
gt)n'tTmiem level? 

How :,';hould we ,.foal 1,.~·ith the p,:rrnirnl morality 
nf our political leadcrsh!p'? Maritarinfo.klity rntisi be 
condemned. Yet nmny ob~crvoot Jcws·\verc ,,,.jJ_ling to 
overtook the issue ~ntirely in supporting a candidate 
tor Israeli Prime Minister. Do we want a prci;:idcnt 

I seriously qut"~tiur- \\ hethcr this ii,• proper rok who !.pparently acted improperly iri his marriage, ytt 
for rabbi::; and i.\:Onder which Hafakhic pnnciples and stayed with it, or one who, replaced .his wife with a 
.. ~or.sidcrntions of hashkafa aIJply. There was an at~ • younger and wealith~r \voman'? 
tempt during the 'ijeight of the New De~1J to equate How do we apply Jewish seif-interest? School 

__ IQrah \'£l!u~.S ·.i;ith hb~~:ra_l_igm, recentl't' _fol1owe1 by the vouchers that apply to religious 11chools wilJ help day-
counter-argumcht thit Judai~m favors the nc,V con=---s ..... liooleiirolflDCnL SfillultaneOU~ TbO:y-wou1tt---ud -
scrvatism. Both attempts to force the Torah into -an Catholic and other Christian schools and hurt_ public 
American" p0litical mode are unconvincing. The To- education. Conceivably, Jewish students would be at-
mh i:,;. c0ncemed with the welfare of the pooi and pro- tracted 'to attend and conversions would Occur. \Vhat J 

servin~ their dig1iity by helping them earn their own about the effect of work requirements for welfare re- ' 
livdihood. Whether a p,-u-tkular welfare reform bill · dpients. and the resulting difficulties for KoHel fami-· 
hdp~ ~...-compliah tht;;'se goal1, reflects judgment, hav- lies who are supported by welfare? 
ioJi: noil1ing ro do with Halak:ba, Whether the nAtional, Everyone should and will talce a po~ition on aH 
:st<!te, or local govenuncnt~ are best abk to establish i.hese issues, but how does a rabbi's knowledge and 
criteria or evaluate programs i:; a valid question, but backgrmmd give him greater insight than anyone else? 
not one. that oar sources answer. Considering the real risk that political endorsements 

Gratitude i.':> a fundamentai Torah value and V,,m reduce respect for the rabbinate and_ increase skep~ 
since 1 see President Chnton as an unusual.friend of ticisrn about the moral base of the choices made, it 
Israel and the Jewish people_, I .may feel that this is a· see1Us the wise choice for rabbis. to sav·e their political 
pomt inBSfavor .. Nev"ertheless, others have equal ·rfg1T-¥~prererenae:s1or1n~~baiiotli_oX-:-~~;;-----'---·~---:~ ----­
m disagree with my premise and to view the president's 
reiaiionship with Israel as 
harmful. If they are correct, 
there is no· gr8:titude to k ex­
pressed. Should Senator Dole's 
present po~ition of s:upport fof -
rhe Nctrmyahl! g:ovenrmCnt be 
trusted in Eght of his earlier 

W!ut role sbot1ld u ~cni.­
lr>.r gohi.wcnt pltiy in promot­
ing morality? Analy:;iing r,n ap­
parently clear is~ue such a:-, 
?bnrlion, if!!:-' difftn·nct! be-~ 
tween frie Jev,:ish and Christian 
attitudes toward the re\8tive 
wtight~given to the life of-the 
mother arn'.f fetus. cre-atos 8 -prob­
km, The '"partial birth'" abor-

1!. hat is- sometimes used to 
r cct tl1e heahh of the mother 



Voting Booth and Public Square 
Notes from the Counter-culture 

ii;e th~ ;;,;boc!'5 Amfinir,µ, thtrn').e\,,ec; ten!";,~ '"thrr.:eo. F :-. ., 

FvP;i thdi, ri.':qoirin-g ,;hiidn:n u, !aipcn•l Hu.~ hcHt<' rad 

tist:mcnt cnrlorsing Rohen Doi,._, fo1 tn,: k.,·pub!icm 
pr1;s1deoti2l nonHni1!i11n. : Jid :,o fnr iv;r, rea;;,m:.: ( ! ,l 
l distrustetl Bush: (2) ! deplorr the popular nnl!on tlut 

a!! American Jews belong on the lt:fl of the politic.ii 
:,p,:ci.rnm. Signing the ad wa'> one v,1ny df cCl1°testing 
tlwt irnpreHsi0fl. Rush wa:; clencd: his adminis1ratwn \ 
attitude towards !srad wa~ harsher than afly save 
Cartcr'is, and Sc:m1trn Doie did hi, loyal share as Bush 'f­
!-ialchet- man. When l r,~rnnnstraled with my erstwhile 
candid!:ltc, remind-i_ng _him of my support, the reipom,;e 
I rt'lceived wa3 (as yon can gne::is) a fonr. ktter So 

mous pu\1,er 011 tho'ie •,dK, nm tbl' ,.;-"Y.:m. !n :.n.1(h iht ·:,hi;,!u;,( c1 ;·;1:n-..•' 

;-:11:huols Jo much rr,t.n.·. {,ind ,Jlten ie·/.,j th:m 1-<fkr (Jr,, ._n; ,·.~~-,·1,1;-;,.: r,;•n ·0,- <.':J[:·,.i•l 

auidunic insinsc!ion. R,.:iig101~~ly '-r;eutwl 'k~.tp·iu·::,- dc1:r:,n.1:. ihc ;-,:_t;f;: ot,,i";J.' w•,-r;:, :· 

that, in ,::!Teet, redefine Xmu<::/f!amikl-:r.h (mid hen: :1,1d re:!:g,,,r, !u:: ht-:s:,.ifni..'. rn,.-rt'J.:;1: 
come::, Kwan.ta?) as'.!. :syn,_-,retisl\c n11Shma\h, umihin­

ing frt'l-J'!',<lr;d i;cntirn~r!!a!lty, intellectually ,::_1c1;fJLh 

cthnii.: celebration and spro::c -;hopping, are <1- lr-a ... ·e:;t)­
of tru.ditionai piety, a11d :±tc funded hy the ta.>~pay,::rs 
When New Ag.: l)'JK~ prorn(1ti;. Hailoweeo as a rtpn> 
scntation of c~mmon -;pirmti::d1ty. it is nm 1he ::h,u:iiy 
of privai.~ dorior~ th:H buys the l()ve!y ;:o~:umt:;>. Fa:-

much for putting your trust in pririces. easitr for them fo dip 1f11.;ir hands ir: yom peckC;t-, and 

And yet,""'===============""" in mmc, for they ar<~ Caesar and 
though the behavior of 1mtu them mUst be rendered th~r 

--~r,t'a~,c~,m=·en t~nafut \~ hit the-mds_exlllLiu~Ll.ike__----4.,,!,.,,i~"~,__ .. io-1,-,., ~ .. <li.o .. ,NJdl---lHni>t<W.--=~ 

anticipate and f,x,Jn lket the Jew wonders instead Prngrcs:-:ive moralists whc1 wish 

hardy to rely upon, wo 'T)oes Ike like ine?" 10 insinuate their views ot social 
;lfe called upnn as citi- and sexaal morality into the 
zens to do our best. [n ================-~ minds nf !itip!ls, l-.ptak rn the 
what follows, T will focus on 1hree areas where the name of universal vaiuts education, for their:. are the 
choice of a prcsid~nt is likely to make a difl:erence. ! ~choois and the purne ~.tring&, the powtr and the giory 
don't intend to minimize the imp(;f1Ance of other qucs- Thty are !ibt>ral, in the ,;:crn,0 that lhey dn nut pasc: 
hons. How thci economy is rmmaged, for instance, is a laws prohibiting parent;.;: who have lb;: u.horewith;:d 
matter of !{reat practical and moral significance. We from e<lucating their children at their own ex.pcn,;e 
aU k110w which of the major parties is more inclined But they arc cva vigihrnt against any encro:.1-:hmen1 
to come up with w::1.a1efi.1l, demnr.itlizing plans for thi;; upon their stranglehoid on public money. Even the-
rcdi~tribution Qf _ _incom1;, just as we ali knovv which :itudy of arithmeti1: or spdling, when ii takes ph1ee 

____ ..one.i:i mare 1t mp!od Jo moctga.guhc...t:nYi.mnrnentfur __ uutsidc.1hcir..control~ forJhcrs. religious indoctrination, 
dubicus &b(nt-term benefit~ like the panacea of lower -in their opinion, and brs:aches the high waH •Jf sepa-
taxes. I leav(: the weighing of such com:iderations to ration betwe.-:n chur(;h and siatc. 
others, in part because of their complexity, in·pmt be~ Religiou.11 bc!icv?rs arc, of course, u;sed to in.-
cause presidents have limited pow1;r to transform so~ eq1.ta!iry. Gencr1:1.tions of Jei,vish and Ce:tholic parents 
cial and economic structures: the legisbfrve branch have tried•to euuc:::ik their children as they belicvc-d. 
has its own mind, the bureaucfa'-.!y is entrenched, and A typical fomdy may spend hundreds ofthous,rnd:-; 0f 

nu chief executive since Lyndon Johnson has ridden dollars on i:lemeutary ,tnd high school cduc;;tion 
roughshod over either. 1n the end, it is the "System" Meanwhik they art culled upon to s.hou\d1.;r dl.itifuliy 
that general!y wins.· the burden of paying for such projects as srhodls for 

homos~xuai teenagers, fraHkly designed to fustcr gJ:y 
an<l ksbian prilk, which !he s-~cularists regard as: Lff­

ge.1Hly needed, but 1101 quite- urgent enough to fand 
vuiuntmily. By now thi: sut,ver:,ion ofr~ad.itional mur~t( 
norms has given pi-ous Pn,teslants ,1 taste of what tt°:> 

niajor urc·as z:f cor1fr,11,h,tion .;1.r~ irke!y '.o ~n.- •;1_-x1_u;11~ 

.....A~---Ul.t!dicaL:.J.re __ .1m.:Lr-;1•;..4ao,;;.a ________ _ 

VVhen >.vc conternp!at:::: ,J1!'.: tYtr - ,,,,.,,fonrng ,;r;n 
lliu he!wcen traJltiona! moralit:, anl Jts ;,.;irntl,;s'.-; ~ub 
vcr·~iw,, Wt~ arc ofkr1 tt.:mptcd to 8G.np1 the cc,rnfon­
ahk ,:ttitude of ·')iw and !et live-" {or ir; th:: cu;;e ryf 

,,nil'uu1asw., live and kt die}. We, the rel!giou~ countcr­

cuit1ir:::. v,·iH bt: n,;Gording tu our con ... in:on~. and 
the n;.:;t ,if the v.;,,dd be d,m,n.ed, Li;--;.fortunardy, thj$ 

--;o!u;Jt;n wiH no !onger \uJrk. 1-!omt:,,;,~xwi:! activi~t,-; 
to uke (Vie dramatic e~;;m1plt_ <ire not t;;H_isficd v,, itJ~ 
~~tdwng toleration. They dcmanG .• t;;: ti'cir :n ,~ 
dernocra.:y that other.,,, recognize thei, as a 
!egitirn~tt: one. To the d:~gree that t'.1-ey ,;u,.;rc~sfo:iy 

m~,id the Jaw and HE'. zettgei;H. we arc 1r.crc-asin.gly 
t:Oilitr.tmed·to rn11m~ur nur pr;iitii::1:tUy ::-on-cct ·· Amen · 
Wt: can't with:,;tM1J this t~ndt:::ncy ,_,nits:-.,.-.,-_; n::snLe · 
c..-..en::is~ um O\vn derr.o,:rn.tic :i[!h! ,,_. furth~r oil~{;\'.;·~ 

ickas. The expandir:.2 f(/lc 0f m~d;,:.:,,l n:r~ulat;c,n ,;ug. 

the danµer uf ~,ind<!r '~'1P'~,;;t1vn,; in •ht;s;e af 
a·.; v-.··dt 

!Y 

1h l Ci)2· rh'-· ;,~wcli pc..:t ;-.~:ith:m 
::; .. ~r·-.:ed t1h~ /\tn~ric:r, Jc-whh , '.lltr ,.,. ho 

litkal season\ 
an (;id mt,n !n \\'b.y rh~ 
1.srad d.!ld the Arc1h·~-.1 0th::;,·· 

SurrounJ.c<l by Jewish Mh1iscrs, President 
Clinton: haz ideolified binu;elf v,,ith the government 
of lsraci--morc cl-01-e!y than ,iny of his predec.:~~ors. 
Had th1: Pen::_c coulition remained in office,.all ·Wonld 
have been well between [srael anJ 'the reelected 
Clinton. The Unikd -States would have lub.ricated. an 
accelerated peace proces~ with money c1nd. when the 
time came·, by stationing GI's on the Goh:m. But the 
currctlt--i6raeli governuient, dected ... with no encour~ 
agement from the Ameritana. is less_ captivated by 
Jream:irof diplomatic gfory alta:ii-u:d via-one-sided con­
cessioDs .. tven those who, lik~ me·, are.prepared to 
justify territoriai comprorniS·e for lhe sake of peace, 
sh.(fuld be unhappy about .ihc_ aggrr:'Etive American 

Jii.:c to be emhottied, awl t.liiven __ ...,...,._..,., ........... ...,"""'.,,...,.,,,,.,,,..,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,. ... 

stance that now ;.;eems ine:,:i:;ftp.tble:. · 
The:re is litrle reason. to exr,_c:ct better from a 

P_rcSidcnl;_.l)olo and his team of experts. For betti;r or 
for w1.)1se, -\hey ~'Oll.ld be leis. inclined to uuder_takc 
dfr<.~ct Americ;ln inVolvi.::menL At h~s"t, with less emo­
tional inv·estment 'in the momentum of the ''peace prn­
ce-sS." ··one might look f<1rw<1rd ,t:J a period of beui-gn 

~ 1:egJed 

II 

The publit: i:d1,e<.1-tional establishment in the 
United States i.E sponsored by the govemmen~. frmi.g~ 

th~m 10 tight for their ov..11 eJu-
calional freedom. The Rcpob~ f\ n1oraI and intel kc-iual alten-1at!_yc th;;li ·~i-;;lc )[i(' ,:_,-,_n-,J.~ , . .., · 
Ii.cans have fastei:cJ on e.Juc,1-­
tional fre1~dom as ..1 shared ral­
lying point for economic and 
social .:onservatives 

to the govcmrnent-controHed 
schools should nor remain a luxury 

reserved for the rich. . 
.fews are gt;n~rally pre- --· -----·----~-----

like rm<·~· Ir i;-; a :--ad rn,1i'k 
0f the s'.<1ttb cf !)1t ),:\, 

sume<l to bt.· "'·~,i.hhy ;.md thus ===""'-------------= m gdur th..H v.-e art' stia 
;.th!c.to afford Ye:-:hivn education ... .ili addition to finan;.> llltH~ pr.:oc..:npicd ~'>"Ith 1.\·hcihu Clime,,, <n:d Dok and 
ing the secllb~ ~ystcrn for 'Nhich they !n1se n:o us,~. !f Gun: cl'.ld Kemp E);~ u~· than 1-•.-ith hov,.- w~· U.;~.tb::-·ir 

they ;,.re'riui, then. hY the irnp!icit logic ofth1:; secuhir­
fat position, they have no l•l!finess indulgmg the CJ,· 

pen:=ti'ie- pastime of :;criou5 re"rigiou5 commitmi.::nL Bi.it 
a moral :m.i intc-llc..::t1,ial al~rna.tlve-1:6 !he gu,:t<mm~nr­
i:ontroilt':d ,;,c!looJ,;, ~hou!d nc,1 remain a luxury n.:serv,:d 

for the riCh. RcH~iou5 pan:-nts and sti!dcm; -shNtld. 
no1 bl' relegated to stc:ond-i..:bss :::tatu$ by thos,;: \Vh,:_, 

lilrc happy tu mar,i;i;iua!iL_e them. Achie-.,..ing grc;,.tcr edu­
cfttionc1l equality, through a /Or.kher :;immgemcnt, nw-) 
well bi; an idea whose i-ime has come. and if so. !t ::­

n.ot one minurc too soon. 

tions and 
is tbe rec0rd of :eb,,n;:J ,m,·n-· 

pr,_nr:i;;e:". De n;::;t pkdge \ t0 ~u 
:;.,;:Jr mHC!-<;T•'etiiy :o their ider_dugics c1nd sc-h-mc?s 
in J. faJic,1 \\:nrh"L the Tl"rJh\; tnnh wil! nt:H'r c,)in~ 

,:;-id:;; rvitb the amhitiDn;:. nf man U-vt d{\ n0:: ignnri.,• 

th~: p1!b!i<; j4.uare of v.-lHd1 the ;,.c,itng: booth i_s <'­

sn~:_lll ::,;;grncni. .con:.;ider trv: f;~r-r 1:a\..:hing impact 
of that publil ,_ql,ut on the r,~!igious dc-~trny ~h.lilt 
guit!f.~ put· r·xisle1H.:~ .;J;s indi-..iduai::.. a;; a p;uothi~i 
comruuriity, ~t~ dti:;,:e,11:s 1.n1,J a~ hnma,1 ~-re-Jn_gs. W;;. 
ab;s:ndon it w ulbt:rs ,1t,ou:- ptnL ~ · 



~he¥~ ti1~i the tyfl c;;,.,ntaint<l. at h~ttst in· t<.'rt!\m 
.5itustton£, it1h;;.w~11t ~t'il f!OWcft._ ~uch ah und~r­
,uandhi~ Joe.s nut s.ecin cunsi:.tent with the: t{'.rmi~ 

- the tran:s_!ation 

1ion and n:clusiun fioin 
¢>·Tl', h'lft3H1j iht ~an1.c. Ai-Tin on~tilMtes in~ 
i.ernally, and <1li ;.;onsequ ... 'nces :,1rm from rnan'0 in-­
e.bility tf.1 control hii While thi~ tkfinition is 
HHnh;tivc, both in 
urms of 

ThZ::n:fo:-c, 'lch1J:;lrn,1 advbn th;tt n,1! 

!lrnnl tht:ir Jotal p<ip1.d~llifin.: '.')i:niln.rly, 
ofYo~ef\ JW1.lhh,in:: w1d1 
je;J\G\I'.>~. !k \\X1. lltUhk 

1hc field of his friend, -.;,,.hen that 
w Rai:hi, the reason for this is 

of lteiik 

setting. _ 
m-oee-hleWHHt<t-----1+'alili,;ss>ap"1p~r<,e,e.a<G"1ficffiH4£~!.a-k,ha-' -a,;.----­

wel!. ln Oraeh Chayyim § t 41 :6, the Shulchan A)llkh 
states that because of ayyin ha~ra, neither a father and 
son nor nvo brothers may receive consecutive 
to the Torah. Apparently, :we ate careful to 
citing the congregation's envy, and therefore w~ in­
:.ure that one fan1ily not be recognized more than the 
ret>t While one might nrgue that the vf a 
gupematnral entity is what we attempt to and 

based on the word not that of other humans. nothing in the source or 
the root of ''dag, for surrpunding ~-:ommentaries suggests this. 

An alternative it)terpretation is offered as Not.all sources point in this direction. The 
well: ayyin ha-ra does not nde over any eye that Tur in Orn.ch Chayyim §305, as well as the Shulchan 

-----------~d~oe=•Jl.<lL'i\@l!Lto ea! from that which d2<:l.1!P.LP£:..,_!.\mkh.Dhll!..§.,fil_JJ},.Jl~;".1llill.Ji..!lmrn:iaYJ1.<ttJ¼<\lL _____ _ 
long to it, Rashl exp1ains that ··~10t eating'' refers to in' a public se,Ctor.ou shabbilt, with a fox•s-tail hang-

pleasure from his m~ster's wife. This fog from between its eyes "so that ayyin ha•ra does 
is fitting for the chHdren.ofYos.ef, for not affect it." Apparently, this ornament on horses 

exhibited this exact restraint in the episode was a common defense against a,Y-vin ha-ra. This 
with Potifar's wife. situation·,suggests a new definition fvr our term, 

Human jealousy will not likely subside based on a 
fox's taiL Similarly, in Orach Chayyim §303, the 
Shukhan Arnkh permits women to wear.a certain 
kno.t (whi_le 'in a public domain on shabbat), whose 
purpose lay in combating ha-t'a. What new 
status did ayyin ha-ra 

1t seems dear that thh new undCrstanding 
010re clos.ely resembles. the one commoi11y associ­
ated with ayyin ha~ra, Neither of these references 
demand or recommend' the protections t:ncntioned. 
Rat.her, we are sUpphed with a glimpse of.the soci­
etal noftns of the- time. The .author's acceptance and 
awareness of these practices is Crucial, both in terms 
of his providing Halilkhic decisi_ons to accommo-_ 

-'date them and in terms of his n0t ·attemptillg to i-e­
fute-them. Nevertheless, he does not go so far.as to_ 
provide· an operative .. definition of ayyin ha~ra as 
understood by his contempOraries. For such a defi­
n_it!on, we ffiust tUm clsewhe_re. It appears that many 
fo!!owed the example of the Shu!chan Arukh. and 
refr~ined from dearly jdentifyi.tig the character of 
a_vytn·ha-m. Two figures did define ·jt, and ·each 
approach bears Sigriificance. -

Mahara!, in his ·Netivot Oram (I~fotiv Ayyin. 
Tov) 1 quotes. a de.rash~ '!n 'the. p"asuk "ve-)ursir 
Has:hem ,mimkha kul dwTi"-- Acc()f"di'ng "to Rav, this 
''choli'' :(sickness)- i_-s_.the :ayyin_-ayyin hii.-ra. 
Maha.!at-.e,:plains that ayyiri ha.:.ra _haS' ."the ·poWer 
uf b~rnin_g fite~f: arid- man. "'_is -hllrt by._ ~is..darna!f;-
ing-force. '" Neverf.hek:ss, _he does not·sttay·far froiri 

!_he misb-nah in 
-·--· __ ,_, .... , ...... ~ ayyin h~a•ra with the hqtred 
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A M E V 

r -s-·-· - , ~,"'f-,lllfwts. H\}.i;.~\s'Sli. th.Jt IHJ.U ,Jl"fl.Jh:i:\ p.._\lh lHIH· 

~lfand tus nlt.\lh,~y from ,H rm lt,.1-ra. imd sa~s that 
bk~ing falls only urwn that whu:h rt"tlllllllS l'1\n­

tC;.\k•d O-or11 th~ eyl.'-. lfwc umkrs.cand thl' ,tspc,:t of 
firv nw-taµbtwical~. \\1,,' '-1m·i: -'&'-\rn f~ud nn •111h.·r­
pretatl\\fl consistent with thl' thl'tni.f~tf i,~atousy 
MOft\)\1:.•r, even if the fire mt.·ntioncd is tt.lkl!-n htN­
aUy, ~Y\'tn ftu-n., still ,m~in.;111.·s-from the fodl\~idual. 

j 
not from wittu)\H 

A more radical Yit.•w is taken lw R. Menasht: h. 
Yisrad ( 1604 1657) rn his N1shmat C'hayyim 
(nw ·,unar sludi.<ihi 27). and is echoed in the seter 
C'hassidim. He says that he \\ ill ''tell in writing. the 
truth. that these spirits (rndw_t) are the enemies of 
man. and seek his death and disaster.'' following this. 
he 'ree\lrds various midrashim,deahng with Satan and 
his schemes against man. Further on. he writes that 
))fl the issue of ay_\·in ha-ra, men have not been able 
to glve an adequate answer or ex.plana;tion.'.' His· an­
swer is that ayyin ha-ra comes from the demons 
(shedim) who desire to injure nJan. and "just as with 
men. if one has goqd fortune in the face of his enemy, 
immediately that adversary is filled with anger and 
displays his wrath. for the em-:r in his heart ts hke a 
buroing fire.~· Thus. the definition of jealousy bas 
shifted from focusing ·on man to centering around de­
mons and si,irits. For the first time ouisid'e o( 

A s E R"' 

~foirash1-.· amt Aggudic suun:;.•s, w1.• hm l' a de~tr as~ 
stx-ial\tlll nf (l\'1-m IM-ri.1 \\ 1th sut·h t"te1ngs. Th\.' \\ l1rds 
tif \kn,1~hi.· 1,1' ·Yisrnd do tllll k11\1.' thl' .~anw room tiu 
m~"'rt~rctat1on found m l\foharal. rhrough which in­
tlt1l'Hl'1.'s did he 1,.·ome tl1 give !-.Uch an ex11lanation·.1 

Joshua frachh:nbcrg, in his Jewish .\fag~(· am/ Super­
,,11tlou, tnK·cs th1.• d1tforent approaches 10 m:l'in ha-ra. 
lh.' dcsL'nhc-s two types of phe1wmc-na that coml~ un­
t.kr" this nan1c. The- first type reJatcs to powt.•rs inher­
ent in the eye itself. This he altributes to ··the natural 
rcaC1ion ofsunplc people to, .. thc qualities that onen 
illuminate the eyes of men of strong personality," and 
·• the superstitious imagination tends to nm away with 
itself" The second trpe of ayyin ha-ra involves "the 
pagan conviction that the gods and the spirits are es­
sentially ~an 's adversaries." Trachtenberg associates 
this· approach with R. Menashe b. Yisrael, and later 
describes him as reflecting the Christian opinion in 
this area. While it may be inappropriate to term his 
opinion as ''Christian;• it would nevertheless be safe 
to assume that MeOash~ b.-Yisrael was affecteP by his 
s~iety, and represents the prevalent approach to ayyin 
ha-ra and dealing with trouble and tragedy in gen­
eral. This also explains the practices mentioned in 
the Shulchan ~rukh. Trachtenberg argues that this 
understandmg of ayyin ha-ra ongmated m Babylon. 
J:Ie qu()tes aggadot from the Bavli that speak of rabbis 
who, through their eyes. turned people into '"piles of 
bones," or caused things to "6urst into flames." .Fur-

, fht·r, sud\ a ~-~mi:cpt docs not appear m the >'eruslwlm1 
and the M1:-.hnah. wht•rc m'l'in ha-ra only represents 
the pn\\1,.'r of envy. Non~thekss, trndng this newer 
understanding hack to Rabyltm is debatable, as we haw 
shuwn that even tht' Bahylonrnn sources (ex.duding 
uggadof) rcl.itc lo jealousy as well. However, what we 
l'an extract from Trachlcnb('.r.g is that the source fpr a 
"'den10nic" approach toa_\'.1'111 ha-ra originates in other 
cultures. 

Nevertheless. we do not discard this inter~ 
prctalion. The Shulchan Aruk.h, as we have seen. 
fully accepts certain related practices as parl of daily 
life. FurthCr, .~odern day posekim readily use ayyin 
ha-ra in Halakhic decisions. R. Moshe FeinStein in 
lggerot Moshe (Even ha-Ezer §4:89) discusses the 
issue of two sisters getting married at the same time. 
~am.a, in Even ha-Ezer §62:2, forbade two simul­
(aneous marriages, and R. Feinstein writes that "al­
though his reasoning is not known. it is logical [to 
assume] that it is from ayyin ha-ra, although other 
r~a-sOJls a;:e also. possible!;" i'~is .instance. of ·ayY,tn 
ha-ra could easily concur with the. explanation of 
envy. In another section of lggerot Moshe (Even 
ha-Ezer §3:26). however, ayyin ha-ra appears again. 
In a situation- where the Tnothers of a husband and· 
wife share th~ same name,· and only one remams 
alive, a baby girl shouid not be named after the de­
ceased grandmother, in order to maintain the honor 
'of the living grandmother. R. Feinstein writes fur­
ther that "one_ must certainly consider ayyin ha-ra. 
buf need not be overly stringent about it." The rea­
son for this leniency is the general rule that "one 
who does ~ot care [about. these things], they do,not 
influence him." He.finish~s by saying that only in \ 
truly extraordinary matters need one concern ~"--.J 

self about this, but not in mundane everyday occur­
rence. Thus, R. Feinstein acknowledgt;s this under­
~tandin~ of ayyin ha-ra, yet doe,s- ?Ot emphasize' it 

R.--ova9,ya Yosef deals with -ayyin ha-ra in 
his Yabiya Onier.·ln the fourth volume (Ev'en ha­
Ezer § I 0), he responds to a question regarding the 
permiSsibjJity_oftwo 'brothers marrying two sisters. 
S.ucli·· all 3crang~me_nt is forbidden acc;ording to 
Tzava'at.\l. Yehuda he-Chassid, but the questioner 
iQ.(luires '3bout being lenient in' this-··area. (The na­
ture of the Will Comes under some debate. It is not 
Cil~ar .. 'y.'het~er the author intended for it t~ serve as 
·halafr.~a pesuka, or whether it was aimed only at 
the imniediate recipients.)·R. Yosefanswe!s that the 
marriage may take _place, and cortcludeS that "in 
modem times, one q.eed not worry about ayyin'ha­
ra ii\~ si~ation of reciuirement$, for .a mitzva. '.'· (~C 
g~,es on to _say th~t' especially in this ·situati.on ayyin 

. ·1!a~rf1 shoU.1.d ~ot b~e an obstacle;,. because '~in. these 
. ti:~. marriages f0r Yesf}i:va stu~_~nts -are particu-

larly difficult, and finding suitable mates is a~dff­
ficult as splitting the Red Sea.") He states that there, 
is suffieienfb<J.sis in modern titnes tQ be leniellt re-

. ga'rding ayyin·ha-ra, much tnore 'sb' than ih Talmu­
dic times, lo general, he. says1 -iss.~s. of evil spirits 
have bec9me-v~idj.n.--modem -times. , . , 
, . We have seeritbat the original meaning.of ayfin 
ha-ra relates ·tQ je'alousy. The .seriousness wi.ih Which 
the sagey treated this signifies both the extent to.which 
they GOndemned envy, as well as their acute percep, 
lion of human natw:~ and int~rsonal relations, 'l),e 
gravity.of coveting the property of oihers is antitheti­
. cal to Torah values, and.the diffeq,nce .between jeal­
ousy and piety can be as ,sreat as life and death, Qv:er 
time, ayyin ha-ra 3SStJn\ed Other meanins•, .l\'hi.ch !IP-
parently b~e aceep!J!ble,within the)ewish fom:· 
)nunily, Whil~ these' applwations i)f ayy/n·ha-ra ~re · 

, !~~~al! Qli.deistanding of the liist9rica] contex\ · 
and. evbll!ti.on of ,the term remains qrucial to a true 

. · .Ullde~ing 0~ It$ ~·- + . . 



aH a "1nir;i..:;uk1-us·· ever:t that 
!lir~ch's dcci11inn. (J5fJJ ln 

de1·ekh n-eL: repn1;cnts tht abs,,iuk dorrnw,nv.-. •if f,_;­

otiwr realm 0f life. 1n d:is 

that of the cum. :t ,:; ;nv,r:,·d :,:; :'.p::aK 

Uziel 
first 

were own 
scholarship; we would have no rest from him.'' {99--
102) These efforts tu portray R. Hirsch 
gadol arc too wc!i founded and documented 
:r.nissed for lack of evidence. 

R. Klugman's work 

of Wessley, the iHustrious 
to calling R. .Hfrsch 's "Moshe" M,:nct,,Js,;oh,n, 
rather than Moses Mendelssohn, to hide the 
affiliation with the famous enhghtened Jewish 
losopher, after whom R. Hirsch's uncie was named. 

fought a .con­
stant battk·. to increase the amount of Hebrew stndies 
in the cu.rri~ of-the Realschule. Moreover. we 
are toidihat the secular studies offered were of a com­
ffier:cial orientation and .did not indu_de the 
Latin and Greek. (225--228) He gives the. 
that R.' Hirsch did-not consider the 
knowledge to be an end in itself, but 
achieve .prominence in the 
Ifthis·were·reaBy the case, we would have trouble 
und.e~tanding why,_ wnen R_. Hirsch and. the 
HeinriCh. Graetz- stUdfod together, ·they 
tim~ tO'follih arid_sectilar subjects, 'including such non~ 
utii.itaria~ disdpHnes. ~s Latin.· and Gree~. R. 
Klugman 's descriptio~ of the time· Graetz speI_Jt m the 
Hirs"ch home· nie[!:tions oniy how ·they studied gemara 
aiu;l!ehillitn·to_gether ruld read some Kail! and Heine. 
His.stories are-only ofR. Hirsch's obje',':tion to s(nne 
of-the 'boOks C'tractz read. He no breakdown of 
the-. time -a-Hotted 
Rosenbloom 
down of the 

Torah with .&i!ythir.g d:,i:_ There is nu ,;y;1the-:i,:, th,-,-,.:: 
is no !en~ion, ihere is ie,.:cncHial(<m. 
balunn:, ther~ i:·, .on!y domtnarirn1 l1 
thi~ det:inilion was drnwn lo l'Ontr;-bt ]fm1h tm 

What would be wrong 
with accepting R. Hirsch 

for who he was'1 

i\notber point charnctfristica!!y "ArtScro!l-is;h" 

is d.:arly <lem011.strated 'in his description cuscJ on._ r,spet;iJ.liy tn a Jidat:ttc 
rural life in O!denberg, rn which R. Hw;ch belcJ his Klugman·s. -:..-
first rabbinical position ~----------------

"The Jew':i of 
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:.n ifltliv\di.13.l uf ;:;onsidcrabk infiuerice- :tnd 1.vealth, 
Yi,;a.h~t s.;;t to inherit a of dec;tiny. Ht hJ.s 
b;..cr !o wa;_t hi::: till.11, foHow tfoma_nds of 

_a1nJ dai-cr his Fb.c..: in a hb1:ory he did r1.H tarn. 
Av:rah.am< Hags.1\ and Y'ishrnae! form the- Aesthetic 
d..~-u: J'hey a,"'e llfo and: die regtner..i.tkir: ,,fbfa< Their 

1:-:1.>)mpktt< 
, Y,.:::t fat s0mc the A-?-aJh:.::tit is both i.mfalfitk."ti 

M{t -ilnfoifillti"ig, The&: individimis fotd it -difficult ff 

Clearlv one can already infer tlu.t Sitra-fl was 
the firsi tn be µushed into the Ethical sph:crc. for-ninety 
years she S'!:(X!rl b..m~t1- She watched :i~ others paired 
vi'f and t:asi!y concdvcd children. The~e were n.,;cu­
jMnb 0-f the A(;!;;thctk :?phcrc. Some of these pe:opk 
,v,:.ru ki;; deserving. They may· have been younger. 
mi:1.mer, k•s:-: :.pirirnal, or uf k;we-r, maid-::-.;;rv,mt dass. 
Yd rn,-y rnncdv,:d and iived rnerry lives while she 
was: condtmned to wait and watt and wait Such tvas 

Thus our herhag0 begins heri.;. ft is her 
that is crncia"!, Her s.on, Yitz_chak, a product 

inhmnec,;:nn. is to be the bridge to the 
very birth served to exacer-



Op-Ed: Who 

Tht: thi,d \Vt-ck !H foo- '.Va., a rc(~·l;:u!\.ilhly q:.Hd 

'>Vt"Gk for 1bc /\rnr:ri'..'<tn e:,:aaLk;bn-::nt 
wasn't thrcat~ntd \Vilh ;mn1cdiak dc:~;trur..tion, :,.ny kw 

wa::; srnirc. And then nn Jone l J, 
in New Orkans. The New York Times reponed that 
die Southern Haptie>t conforC"ncc, a of whom 

ltnmediately, the wheels in the great 
whirled furiously, churn­

ing out angry statements condemnation, express­
ing horror at 1hc decision. _Tmnmy Bae1. the il'ltema-
tional pre!;1dent (if U'nai 11'rirh, penned an let-
kt to the Southern he 

relations 
desctibe<l 

the planned conversion program as "demeaning." The 

L1111 ti rii:n ,'If ,-.,;.;)Jene,-:. 'fherc ;,; lht>N-:vu_ n~n:·s; at 

the real ;<~uc ;-, that •,c\._u!.o 
·,(cql:n 

:::red matzo on Passover. At {){:)st td1glon 1!1 se;;r,_ Ch an 
i.mpor',...'-1.nt source A morn!i!y- - but 
yoi.i 

positions on such minor 15-:;nes as 
t1onj damnatmn, and the fate of the \Vodd. 

Most of the Amcrkan Jewi=ih World 1c; <l prud-

··- --·----------APEs-Ab&Ffflttfll!tt"ealled-iltt,-meve-"l¼fr•lm-,.,H,Hhe--- --ll)efr,-wa,·-~ l>l<J,w-,e,,amsHo,ler,nce, 
memories of those murdered by int0lerance," and the kadefs cmioemnmg 
United Synagogue called on such prominent South. lead the Southern 
em Baptists as Bill Clinton, Al Gore. and Trent Lott 
to '(speak publicly and forcefully against this destruc­
tive resolution." 

There are certainly a numbtr offa~tors__t!1a~_led 
to this strident d~fense mounted by the American Jew­
ish conununity. Conversion to Christianity still car­
ries communal memories of Jews burnt at the stake, 

sense. 
Contrary tu the somewhat bizarre ass::rtl(m of 

B'nai .S'rith's Tommy Baer, the New Testament as a 
totality simply does not consider Judaism an 
able alternative to faith in Christ. Instead, 

of Jews and the Crusades and Jihads which _pepper 
our history? Do not both spring from the same re-ha 
gi<ms fervor which Yolkut so eloquently applauds? 

Yolkut bemoans the superficiality of modem 

pn( 

should wonder the-J 
are so offende1.f lhat someone eb:.:: dmt:s t;irget th,:Ir 
e:xcluei\<e markei---and if it 1s hecau.se 
their product cm 't 

In defending the Southern Baptist resolution 
to actively missionize Jews, Daniel Yolkut follow~ in 
the footsteps of Jacob Neusner and continues along 
th.e weary mad of obsequious!y apologizing for the 
rash exclusivism and inseflsitive brazenness of other 

religion. Yet he himself metaphoric.ally describes the Wit.½ Buber. he affirms iliar. ''hu-

faiths. · 
· Religious intolerance is no matter of small con-

sequence. We must not forget that abstract theologies 
impact upon concrete realities. At t~e heart 
religious war lies a theologi~al war, At the heart 
every actual conflict lies an idco1ogical conflict; a clash 
of incompatible At the toot of religious 
battles, assassinati:ons, attacks, or other crn-
elties which fragrnent ihe human lies the 

w-orld as a "marketplace of religion,:'.rcplete with man truth becomes real when one tries to transfate 
"sales drives,, and '"products;" as ifI choose my re!i- -
gion the !same way I choose Cheerios rather than 
Frosted Flakes. In.Cident-al!y, how indeed does one se· 
feet a religion to adopt in this capiraiism of convic. 

this denominations'? To the 

do l belong l-o. hut mt.her whk:h religion bdungs 
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.H A M E \,' A s E R 

Yit~chak and Yishrnael: 
an f~xistential ~Analysis 

/;;y,;..; !.Hb [,_1 f'r~ic·!\!e/ ;\ :--p,'Ci(1;· ;11!t;riHd;-;)liJi( ka\·[l'J:! 
ll~ \\;th :1 ,·:H!,n,: !101.1,Hl u-f;.l>l!IC"' i:l1;h ;__'ri1";1C i\lOfl 

"\i..'f !\\°•n:.:' "( tl1,: du,;,· ,i1t,: i.'Ofklat,' (·,' thL' c1r~tiint:u 

1h,;\ S,1r:1h pn::-~·nh k, :\.\·nham. 
Yi•;hrn:td :nu:;i c;ut h(; :di..JWL·d it> inh,:r,1 
':'iudnk ., FinaHy, o:1Hrn: argue 1b;H it i:-: 
:ihil' to ,·,inlernp1nll' th1::;t ;1chvi~[L~:, taking plat~ in 
ilK lwusdin!d or :.1 1za.-!di!( of Avrahurn \ :.raiure. 

Ramhun •Jtlggestf> an ;i.!krn:i1ive cxpJBn.:ilt1>11 

,kJ'il! of hi:~ l-if.~1 h,r: ~.nn Yi-;hm:1L!, ;ii~d th,, ,'.t1~;;i1;i, 

;·t11J1H',: t,ch•,c-;::111\ic '\\,l pnpii!:nt•'li'; ,;f ivs·-. 
and _•,.!'ah:,;. f he E11.her a11urt<Jih•-1:;m ;~ 1\']11.d~:~·d !l\ 
1hc cu•1cn,L ,1t;d 1:-, lo.it!h: 1,1 '.i<kc ,it:!f"n "Ike 

·1he ,\lmigt,ty irH~rC'.'li<.'~ ;,vl;,_1 i/1\tru•.:l'-: !f, 
· lis:t;:n 1_(, ,di rbn :-,,,rnh 
plislwd and th ... · crnw;e •:,~t H1to iuoLiOH. 

Seemingly,_ Ran,b;_in \ ~1cv}1mt tie~ Ufi ,:ll iuo:-:ca 

()uo1ing J;1 grnwra in Rosh l hishanah I ~b \:ils11 quott:d wbi!t~ n.!lH:nal, 1his prcsentutic,n 
in llw Toscna at Sotah 6:6) 1n lhe name c,fR. Shimun moral, and rdigiou\t qneslion:;. tb..-: 

By no\'1-· \Yt' nnd feel .J:,( rhough \H' had rrn1 lhc' b. Yochai that the "t:::Pchok" ,rn:n!ioneJ here is a ref \vliid"i ts tiii.s: Whut did 1/ishrnad du wrong'! 
i!illlil"\leL \Vt' cm! rhc 1mmth ,.1flish1\~i, the g-l'n.:i;t~ of crence to inht:ritri.ncc. \'ishnl:JCL according to thi~ ex- Tf1iS- !-,ecliun i:, the basic; fo; !hou,anti:, ~ , ·v,· \ ... -r 1•":i. in~ '1n '·' a ··liP ccn,p1let··d the ·u..-ria,1 t,lanmion, ,vas tc4,;hing Yit;:_c.hak the h~iaklw of cf pain nnd SOITOVJ. ,_}f l'\'Hr and rb-;tmetion, ven-~)/'~;u;;::riC1:1;d Ji~~,:;j~:tt~r,~cti~~-::~-,r~)\·ided \J; tl1~ ·y,'rusha wt\ich Jictatc:-; thfli iht: hddwt, lhi..: cllksi, re- ,geance and retributiou. The biticrn~,;s ·tJw.1 fi{,W~ t\om 
\\-·isdorr: c.nd pcr~pic;icity of l\\'O millenr1ia of rahbini- ccivc pi shen,·1yvin1,_ 3 double portion or the inherit- this drarnal!c: event pcrsi~;ts· ur:J il thiS, drty. The 1,.vui·Jd 
._,aJ le.adl"rs.hio. The brcathta_kHII.'. pr~•ct:ss thar was- dl:- ;mce. shakes in the cffor1 to find a ),1~ting peace, and i_~ cog-
s,gn?-d to in~till in anyl'!K tv;n· .-,lightly dc-vmed. ;-1 This e!ueidatiort see;ns both textually agrc(:abtc rnz:mt of the fragih~Y uf such rcconciitatfun. This rc-

-----=4_,,a-,._ -ef .retc, K,.,.,., mtd L·.!-•idJ:t(o,_, th" Day,:rf-:t~,t,<+t-. -~•m1.4d,i,i;,,s:c41J,,f...,.,ermu;,lsl+.10~,.,.,,,11;:.<iihlbl,.., .-ll"ll~1~~s"j)'trnr1,-sis~c+<tcr, ['1,];,,-,r1.ac,urr11thtn,r~~,rt1hm,"t,y ,;:-a-nnot--tre-!ost on lb as tk t.i.d!.Y i,,Terrtrgtcit,::r""1~· ----rnen!, ·,;.·herein c:ich pas:sed as sheep bd'ore the rod ;)f Yishmal~! regarding the significance his lcg;1cy, Sa- on the ''day of the birth ofworkf.'. 
rht: shenherd, the rnom1.:nt::- ufnwunting emotion cu!~ rah protests, "For thi~ son of this mna shall not inherit This episode r•:presentf'; the birth of oar lien-
mma.ti1;g in 'ihc simcfw of Sukkot, wc;e reple1e \vith \Vifh my son, ,vith Yitzdwk," clearly addressing the rage, the basis of nu.r claim to Zion and J,;ru;;alcm, the 
inlro:.-:pe:c1inn, sditudi!, jolil'itud,~, and se!ichor. issue, and <lcscrihing his reduced status as an illegiti- keystone of our history. It i~; not even conceivable that 

After ;1 bri~~fpreanibie, thl: initial vfthe as111<:.'t mate hl:'ir. il's all a big mistake. lt wae> not lightly ti-mt Aw:th;un 
\·<:me, te.shuvu, th:: dcy of the (;Gi"OW.:ition of \hr Kini:,,, Moreo\'t:r. Sarah and Ylshmaol boi!J :c;etm tu heeded thr dircctivt of'Go<l. Om daim 1(1 the vem.\·lw 
th,: first nf the New. 'i:~~aL R~y.;fl Hash;:i:11.-1 arrived .. It hav(;' valid point~ nf view. Unti! this point, Yishmae! must be elem and unequivoc<d, not shrouded in dm1bt. 
cannot'be 3c-;!demal that the Torah ~clcUion for the has bce-n the only diild. lk-1:t the- foi:,-1.i pnin1, the hridgc for on -that basis wi;; !told YJsfnm:1t'l in rnntempi. frrnr, f'i;-s:t mornini.t iu.di1df.s the s1or,,- of the birth ofY1L,:t'.hak 10 the futmc, the sole- fit'ir .:i.ppar-:nt. Suddenly, sur tht::- very dcprhs of uur beings. tf11ve are wdline to war. 
a.i1d t!!e· ens71lng c:.eparntion of Yi:,hri1Jcl. Time after pri:singiy, even mirncu!ously, another hrotlv:r appears to flghl, tu lili, to lh-·!..:, and to Jie to pr:1tt:c1 our heri-
tim.e, WI!" begin the year by re:lding from th!~ f;tory, a-~ Sibling rivalry 1s to be e:xpt!Cted. Not oniy 1nus1 he tage, thi: claim n:m~i be solid. 
tb,:i'practic•l i_mplicaiioo~ of the l'·vents persist !o ;::f~ nmv share the J_imelighi, then: is tht ~uggestinn that How ther_1_ may we 1._mdorst,md_ this c-pi$od_r_? _____ -:_____-feet~~m~bhc·tivc-s: What"tne5.,;;:agt'frrffi}. ~;-'ft2:C~siipCYiT5f,·-a1ltillJaTTls1fiTlUeT\i;;/Tr1)0lOllger-- -TJpon rn~pec.'.tJon it may appear tliat lshamad wa~ in-
we gamer froi!1 the- n:2rr8.tiv:e'! serve as the- link to- the frt1ore, of the- Jc-wish pt:ople. ln nocent. fo~.hing ahont the legal piofe-s$ion notv,:ith-

GnJ, we an;:. told, red_eems his Promise r.o light of the circumstances, Yishmacl lnyi,; out his le- standing, it seems incredulous that the hciuous nim1: Avraham and Sarah \Vith the conception and birth of gal position. He reminds Yitzdmk: and 1dl thos~ ;irotmd which resulted in hi::, castigation was the presentatioll 
Yitzcbak. Avraham celebrnies, and joy al:llmnds. Nev·· him that the heritage bdongs to the first born, an_d of a legal argument Tcttching a legitimate Tof::i.h law 
ciiheless, not a:H is en1irdy \'.-'~-a \\-'hen Sarah observei, that he" Yishm:lel, was to claim that right. cannot be the infraction. For if it were, if the world 
Yi~hmad t:ng.,.gtng i1-1 an activity that i:-; not to ·her Consequcnily, Sarah is concerned as she en- turned in our favor on -the premise of srn.-h an act, if 
liking. The texts limits it!! de~cription of this-diver- deavors for Yitzchak to he- the- second of the forefa- Yishmael were dispatched to the des.sen, where he 
si1:m tu one v,..-ord: m.f!t:;richek, then,;. Presenting her counter-position, 1>he instrnCts c·ould naturally'bl"l cxpec:tec1 to perish, on the suppt)ti 

Ras.hi Stri?tchcs·to fimi a d.dinili•.m for this tem1. Avrnham _to separe.te him::.elf from thc-ama, th~reby IJf what otherwise might be called limmud htr-Torah Cuwparin_g thi: li!!~uhti( furm_ lv others· simiisr i11 isolating the 1.:bild YishmaeJ., so_ tlwl he will be "un- at bcst~~sibling·rivalry at W<1rit, then we Lan scarc-e!y fonakh, Ra:-hi conclrn:b; ihs.t the- krm can refer to able- to ihherit alongside her son., Yilzchak." comkmn his d1,'$t:end.anl~ for their years c,f animosity, any oH-: ofth(· '"Big Three,'' i.1.'.. avoda :;ara, ~h.efikhUi Avrahan:1 recog1_iizei, itle horrihle consequences 
damim. aml gi!luyuruyu/. Somewhat un::;ilii-::f)"iilf, this thcJJ r.:uuld flow from !li1ch conduct.· including the near (confirmed 011 p(/ge l-i} 




