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SCW Students Rally for
Alisa Flatow and MIA’s

By Michele Berman

Led by Rabbi Avi Weiss, ap-
proximately 30 SCW students
came together at the United Na-
tions lsaiah Wall to pray and rally
on behalf of Alisa Flatow and those
Tsraeli soldiers still deemed Miss-
mg in Action

“This is a time for real tears,”
said Rabbi Weiss as he spoke
against the Hamas bus bombing
last month which killed Flatow and
injured two former SCW students
as well as Isracli soldiers and ci-
vilians.

The rally. which was origi-
nally for support of the MIA’s and
to pray for Flatow, became a plea
for action from those who want to
stop the peace process going on in
Jsrael.

Rabbi Weiss, who called ter-
rorism “'a cancer,” said, 'l saw stu-
dents at Stern College breaking
down in tears because it hit home.
it’s one of ours.”

Sharona Margolin, SCW '95,
said, “When I first heard of the bus

Continued on page 7

Marcie Schneider to Be
Observer 1995-96 Editor-
in-Chief

By Observer Staff

In a recent announcement
made by the Observer board, it was
decided that Associate Features
Editor Marcie Schneider will be-
comi¢ next year's Observer editor-
in-chief, taking over where
Michele Berman left off.

“Marcie is a very capable, ex-
perienced and responsible indi-
vidual, who has what it takes to be
next year’s Observer editor-in-
chief,” said Berman. “And she has
the humor to take almost anything
that comes her way!”

Schneider said she was very
excited about the position. “I'm
looking forward to a very produc-
tive year,” she xjemarkedA

Next Year's Editor-In-Chief Marcie
Schneider

Schneider, SCW ’96, who be-
gan her Observer career as staff
writer for the Fall '93 semester, was
promoted to the position of asso-
ciate features editor in the Spring
'94, and has worked as associate
features ever since.

Joining Schneider as execu-
tive editor, and really her “right-
hand man,” as Berman described
the position, will be Ziona
Hochbaum, SCW ’96. Schneider
said she is looking forward to
working closely with Hochbaum
since she has worked well with her
in the past on a variety of projects.

Both  Hochbaum  and
Schneider are journalism majors,
and as the major requires a minor
as well, Hochbaum’s minor is po-
litical science and Schneider’s is a
business minor.

One of Schneider’s goals for
the coming year will be upgrading
the Observer’s technical system.
“We hope to receive funding for
new, sophisticated equipment
which will make it easier for the
staffto publish The Observer,” said
Schneider.

On a lighter note, Schneider

joked, “My favorite book is Fox in |

Socks. Don’t be surprised if the pa-
per rhymes next year!”

SCWSC and SSSB Election Results

By llana Adler

Newly-elected  SCWSC
President Itana Barber, who is cur-
rently nearing the end of the 1994-
98 year as Junior Class President.
has been elected to head Student
Council for the 1995-96 academic
year

While her unopposed victory
caused a stir amongst many stu-
dents who felt that apathy was a
big part of the elections, current
SCWSC President Laura Gross 15
confident in Barber’s ability to be
an effective leader.

Gross added that while it is
fun and a great learning experi-
ence. a position on Student Coun-
cil is “not a resume builder. You
have to show @ genuine concern

Benefactor
Donates New
State-of-the-
Art Bio Lab

at SCW

By Randi Sorscher

Thanks to the generous con-
tribution of a New York City busi-
nesswoman, SCW will soon be
home to the Leo and Rachel
Sussman Laboratory, a biology
laboratory facility boasting state-
of-the-art biomedical computer
technology and a comfortable lab
setting.

“It’s wonderful that Stern is
finaily moving into the twenty-first
century and providing its students
with the opportunity to work with
the most advanced technology”
said pre-med students Sharon
Kaminetzky, SCW '96, and Judith
Kelsen, SCW '96.

The lab, which will take the
place of the current microbiology
and genetics lab, will be equipped
with a state-of-the-art temperature
controf system regulating heat and
humidity in addition to a new ven-
tilating system. Not only will this
benefit the students working in the
lab, but will maintain the cffective-
ness of experiments.

Deionized water right out of
the tap will eliminate having to
carry in buckets from another
room. In addition, each pair of stu-
dents will have a computer at their
work station which will be con-
nected to the computer at the

Continued-on page 11

Announced

for the school ™

DV Goldring. SCW "96. ran
unopposed for Searor Class Presi-
dent. Goldring shares her respon-
sibilities with Vice President-elect
Laurte [asher. Secretery Bstie
Lewkowitz and Treasurer Trziona
Bersson

Debbie Bielory, the new Jun-
jor Class President. has won m
class elections for the third stranght
vear

Bielory said she looks forward
to continuing with her commitment
to SCW. “After having worked on
five projects this past year, | look
forward 1o having a productive
vear next year as Junior President.”
she said

Bielory iy jomed by Vice
President Emily Shaptro, who
worked diligently this past vear as

Secretary for the Sophomore cliass
as well as by newcomers Jessicn
Werlgus. seeretars . and Shans Falik
s treasurer

The poseiorn ot Suphom

chiass President was wonhe sareene

Freshman cliss Prosidens |0

Gross She »
Uzippie Frankel
and Chers b e
holds the posiann o bath Sopheo-

more seeretary and freasurer

“Eaenthough we have s i
board this sear. [ think 1 s e
workabie.” Gross said “We
planning some exciing programs

and are Jooking tor different way s
toimprove the schoal
Barbara Poliah. who wan tor

next vear’s Sy Syms prosident
said, o was impressed with the
number of penple who ran for pa-

Continued on page 6

Rabbi Shlomo Hochberg to Become
New Mashgiach Ruchani as Rabbi
Tzvi Flaum Takes a Leave

By Rachel Greenberg
It was announced by the Of-
fice of Student Services and Re-
becea Ivry Department of Jewish

toral Candidate at Boston Lniver-
sity in Special Education Admin-
istration. He is also the vice presi-

Studies that Rabbi Shiomdl__dent of the Vaud HaRabhonim of

Hochberg will be the new
Mashgiach Ruchani as Rabbi Tzvi
Flaum requests a leave for the
1995-96 academic year.

Chairman, Rebecca Ivry De-
partment of Jewish Studies Rabbi
Dr. Ephraim Kanarfogel and Assis-
tant Dean of Student Services Zelda
Braun said that they feel that Rabbi
Hochberg is especiatly suited for
this position since he “shares our vi-
sion of Jewish women's education
today"” and because he will be able
to relate to the wide spectrum of
students in SCW.

Rabbi Hochberg, in his capac-
ity as Mashgiach Ruchani, wil pro-
vide personal guidance for students
and will work closely with TAC.
Furthermore, he will give a weekly
shiur on Wednesday night. He will
also be a member of the Rebecca
Ivry Faculty and will teach the laws
and customs of marriage. He will
have students utilize the CD Rom
in order to enrich their material re-
sources. :

Rabbi Hochberg, currently
rabbi of Young Israel of Jamaica
Estates, has served the Queens
community since April 1990. Rabbi
Hochberg received his senticha
from Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan
Theological Seminary and is a doc-

ens and the past president of
the Vaad HaRabbonim of Massa-
chusetts.

Braun, said what makes us so
fortunate to have Rabbi Hochberg
as the Mashgiach Ruchani. is that
his “genuineness, warmth. and in-
tellect will serve our population
wondrously.”

Rabbi Hochberg's hours will
be Monday 11:30am-35:30pm and
Wednesday 2-8:30pm.

Rabbi Flaum will be returning
1o the Rebecca Ivry Jewish Stud-
ies faculty in the Fall 1996

Rabbj Flagm
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Editorials

A Lack of True Senior
Recognition

Award ceremonies, i theory, are de-
signed to guve recognition to those desen -
ing individuals who have proved through
thew work a dedication, commitment and
talent. However, this past week s academic
awards cetemony tor semors, and the up-
conming COMMEncement Ceremonies, was
is almost antithetical to the principle behind
it

According fo Assistant Dean Ethel
Orlian, the process by which academic
awards are decided ts faculty in cach depart-
ment are given a list of student names who
are in that major: if a student is a double
major than her name goes to both depart-
ments. The faculty then chooses, by check-
ing off. the student he or she thinks should
receive that award. Al of the faculty's fists
are sent to the De: Office and whomever
has the most “cheeks™ by her name, 15 cho-
sen to receive the award. It a student has a
double major and both departments choose
the same student to receive both awards, she
will recetve both awards because, as Dean
Ortian explained. the Dean’s Office almost
always agrees with the deparmments’ deci-
sion, eveh if that means a student will re-
ceive more than one award

There are many flaws in this system.
First of ail, there should be a cap put on each
student. limiting her awards to only one, so
that there 1s an opportunity for more students
to win awards, helping to encourage and
recognize those runners-up who may have
worked just as hard, but for whatever rea-
son did not get nominated by faculty. if a
student is nominated for more than one
award then there should be a method for
deciding which one she is more deserving
of, and the other award should go to the stu-
dent who came in second place. third place,
ete. In this way, more students have an op-
portunity to be recognized for their achieve-
ments in cach department. If we constantly
complain about apathetic students -- then we
should consider that there must be an incen-
tive for them to work hard and achieve. Ttis
absolutely ridiculous that there were students
who received two, three, four awards. it is
simply not necessary, and other students
could have been receiving them instead. One
cannot say that one student deserves more
than one award. One is enough and anything
more is just an embarrassment. in extreme
cases, 1f a student is truly and utterly deserv-
ing of two awards so be it. but otherwise 1t
15 ridiculous, and leaves those seniors who
were neglected feeling bitter on their way
out of this University.

- The other probliem is that professors’

choices for which student gets awards is very

subjective and if a teacher doesn't like a stu-
.dent, then he or she will not nominate her,
In many departments there are only a few
professors, even one of two, so that does not
give the student much room ifshe is dishked
by a professor. Also, often students aren’t
remembered by taculty and they become just
another narne -- because they took such and

e

such a professor two or three years before
the ceremony. It is not fair to penatize stu-
dents just becausc their faculty members
don't remember them, never mind their
achievements in class and their class partici-
pation

The Awards Ceremony itself was the
greatest boosha. Making it in the middle of
the day is disrespectful to those who want to
attend. Not all parents, friends can take off
from work at 2:30 in the afternoon. This
should be a part of graduation ceremonies
instead. It is there where the valedictorians
should be giving their speeches. it is there
where they can be satisfactorily recognized
for their achievements.

In addition. the ceremony was called for
an hour. Most of that time was taken up by
speeches. Though it is ne ary for the vale-
dictorians to speak, it is not necessary for
the teacher-of-the-year professors to speak
This takes away from the time that can be
given to those students who received aca-
demic awards.

After the professors spoke, each student
was catled up toreceive theiraward but there
was no personalization, no words marking
that person out of the crowd. The audience
didn't even know why the student received
that award because only names are called. It
is ridiculous to give recognition only half-
heartedly. The students’ names were read off’
a list as if they didn’t even matter, the audi-
ence was even told to applause after all
awards were given out and not after each
award was announced. What kind of recog-
nition is that?!

Another problem, touched upon briefly,
is with Senior commencement. If graduates
were not recognized during the award cer-
emonics then at least graduation should be
the time when they are recognized. Why. at
graduation, are there no valedictorian
speeches, no students called up to receive
their diplomas, no personal individuation?!
This graduation is supposed to be the Se-
niofs’ time, not guest speakers and those
strangers 1o YU who will be receiving hon-
orary degrees. Who cares?! The graduates
deserve better recognition than that and
when you almost miss hearing your name
being called off a sheet of paper like an auc-
tioneer reading off prices, what’s the point
in going to graduation at all?! YU is small
enough so that each student can be given the
time to walk up to the podium and receive
his or her diploma, after his or her name has
been called. That is true recognition.

1t is very difficult to award one with
recognition because it s subjective and can’t
really be weighed ofi a scale. But if the YU
administration decides that that is what they
want to do -- award seniors recognition -- at
an awards ceremony and at graduation --then
they should do it to the 100th degree, in the
best possible way. With true respect. With
true recognition. Otherwise, YU is only hurt-
ing her own products. Her stu‘éenty

Tle
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Letters to the
Editor...

Remembering Aaron Heller

Dear Ms. Berman,

I"d like to commend you for giving
Shmulie Pineles the opportunity to voice his
deep feelings about the very close bond of
friendship that he and my son, Aaron Heller
Z", shared.

The main focus of Aaron’s life was his
friends. Every time he came home from
somewhere it was always, “Did anyone call
for me?” His friends made life meaningful
for him. Buying someone a card, getting a
present for someone’s birthday, sharing one
of his possessions, a visit with someone who
wasn’t well or feeling down, or just chatting
was how he interacted with his friends. Get-
ting a bunch of friends together for a fun time
or just going to a movie with one good friend
made his day.

The knowledge and contentment of be-

ing surrounded by so many of his close
friends also gave him an inner confidence
1o not mind being “alone” in a crowd. Aaron
learned a lot from his friends, too. He was
there for them and they were there for him
as really true friends are.

Shmulie and Aaron shared many spe-
cial years and times together in a friendship
which many people never experience in a
lifetime. They made each other happy asreal
friends do. Not only Shmulie, but the many,
many. other friends in Aaron’s friendship
network have many good memories together
and should feel good about the happiness
they brought to Aaron.

Sincerely,

Shirley Heller-Klausner

The Observer would like to
extend a heartfelt Mazel Tov
to News Editor Gita
Schachter on her recent

engagement to Jay Lisker
and her appointment as
valedictorian of the class of
1995.

——— e
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Editor’s Corner

Dear Mom,

My final notebook is filled. In three
weeks [ will be graduating after four diffi-
cult, wonderful, growing years here at Stern
And you won't be there

As | touch upon my exit from YU, Lam
reminded of my entrance. You lugged up my
UNICCESsary suiteases, you told me to study
whatever interested me, you kissed me
goodbye and you told me to get involved

And I did.

1 took advantage of all the oportunities
you allowed mc to have by giving me this
chance to live and learn, make mistakes and
correct them. 1 gave of myself because you
encouraged me to sign my name to the lay-
ers of bricks that are the foundation of this
University. Who knew that I would eventu-
ally see this school as an insider, familiar
with its innerworkings, its life? I did my best
to make it evident that involvement was the
key to opportunity.  banged my head against
a wall to prove that there is no better place
than SCW for one to find her niche, her place
to shine, to be an insider.

At times it was discouraging, frustra
ing, angering, but it always came out more
worthwhile o stick with it, to continue

Now 45 my passion 1o wrie continues
at Columbia Journalism, 1 wilt involve my-
selllin a whole new set of walls. However 1
will never forget these watls

1 only wish that you could sce the bricks
1 have layed down, the sweat andicars Thave
donated o a schoot that made me grow (o
my fullest potential.

Though your sick eyes only witnessed
one year of my life here, the following years
were ones of great struggling, struggling to
make your tuition money more worthy than
any other purchase.

Y ou were the one who gave Stern tome,
giftwrapped. And now I'm thanking you for
it even though I wish [ could extend my
thanks in person. But you know. You always
did.

I love you,

Michele

Class of °95 Valedictorians
Announced

By Marcie Schneider
SCW seniors Gita Schachter and
Deborah Yoshor were recently selected as
the valedictorians of the 1995 senior class
on the basis of their academic achievement.
Schachter, the general studies valedic-
torian, is a pre-med biology major, and
Yoshor, the Judaic Studies class speaker, is
a pre-law student with a doubl jor in

work done quickly. In addition, she did not
procrastinate or wait until the last minute.

“] get things done when they are as-
signed. I don’t pull all-nighters,” Schachter
said.

The valedictorians said that one of the
ishing factors that sets SCW apart

-
disting!

Judaic Studies and English literature.

The valedictorians said that even with
an abundance of assignments and papers, it
was still possible to take challenging courses,
get good grades and get some sleep.

“When I register for classes, I choose
the ones-that arc chalienging and stimulat-
ing,” Yoshor said. “I’m not afraid to put work
into a class, as long as I know that I'll come
out of it with something.”

The same can be said for Schachter,
whose favorite class at SCW was neurobi-
ology, which she said was “definitely the
most challenging and interesting class |
took.”

By focusing on her work and concen-
trating intensely, Schachter was able to get

from other institutions of higher learning, is
its dual curriculum.

“Stern offers tremendous opportunities
in higher Jewish learning, an opportunity you
won't find anywhere else,” Yoshor said.
“Every department is filled with exceptional
professors who have a lot to offer their stu-
dents. You really should take advantage of
that and take a variety of classes.”

Schachter agreed, and added that every
student should take both biology and chem-
istry during their college careers.

“It's important to go throeugh life know-
ing how you work and how the world around
you works,” she said. “Those sciences en-
hance so many aspects of your life.”

President's Message

Another year ol Stern i coming (o a
close Thope everyone has enjoyed the year
and his gained from it as much as | hine

1t would hke to thank the entire studem

body for allowing me to he vour representa

trve over this past year Tewas an aw
responsibihty that I teel precleped to have
undertaken. Bemg student counatl preadint

wirts an experience that Fearned inoch trom

e

and I thank vou tor 1t

College st for prosame bathon
tellectuadly and personally 1 dhid bothimn o
four years at Stern. Lake any other pistin
T, what you put m s whit you get out |
put a lot ol effort into 1y tme here 1am
graduating with a great education, good
{riecnds, and most importantly & firmer un-
derstanding of the Torah values by which |
will ltve my life and carry with me m all my
future endeavors.

Many students come to Stern, take
classes, and graduate without ever giving of
themselves. As much as [ am taking with me
when | graduate, 1 know I am {eaving much
of myself behind. I have tried to make a dif-
ference. And it i$ this commitment to try-
ing, to working to make a difference that is
necessary of each and every student here. it
is because the women of Stern College keep
irying, keep giving of their time that Stem
has evolved so far from my mother’s time
here. I can only wonder when my future
daughters, G-d Willing, will choose to come
herc and gtve of themselves.

For those who are graduating, [ wish the
best of luck as we pursue our dreams, what-

ever they be. And to those remaining. -
plore you to getinvolved, write for the varr-
vus publications, participate i the lectures
and cvents being offered. Stern ofters so
many opportunitics that are just waiting to
be taken

Like anywhere else, there are problems,
it is up to you, the student to try and solve
them. [t is reprehensible to shrug off any
inconvenience with the atutude, “Oh this
doesn’taffect me, ['m only here for two more
semesters.” You are responsible for making
these two semester the best that they can be

Student Council can only go so far. Next
year under the leadership of [lana Barber, 1
hope it will build on what was accomplished
this year and go even further

Thank You,

Laura Gross

SCWSC President

-
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From The News Room...

Students Protest the
Cost and Quality of E-
Mail

By Sharena Cohen

1n an eftort o effect a change n Y1 o-
mail policy, a group of SCW stadents ex-
pressed their discontent by protesting the
quality and cost of the system

To heep up with the new and
cverchanging information superhighway,
YU has provided students with the option
of acquiring an e-mail account for the cost
of $50 for their entire career at YU How-
ever, students are unhappy. with many sign-
ing a petition to change YU e-mail policy.

The students are arguing that the svs
tem seldomly functions properly and s fre-
quently out of order, and they say, they have
axperienced problems especially with “tatk™

Chana Charpak, SCW 98, sard that “the
svstem has fatled numerous times, and as
frequently as once a week.” She satd that the
svstem hangs up on you in the middle of a
comversation, and the sereen reads "no car-

rer.”
Another student sard that aside from the
techmieal problems of the network. the net-

e

work should be enhanced to include news
programs and other information programs
that will lead to greater academic SUCCess

te response to the student protest, Com-
puter Room Operator Betty Gordon replicd,
~The mail is only as good as what students
put on it Our system i abused, people go
on it for hours at a time. The students are
creating the problem that they are complain-
ing about. Afso, SCW just installed four new
modems at high speed (28.8)".

In addition to the quality of the system.
students are arguing over the $50 charge.
claiming that itis cxorbitant and that it should
be drastically decreased as other universi-
ties provide e-mail accounts free of charge.
To this. Gordon responded, “At other uni-
\ersities it is not that they do not charge for
¢-mail, it is included in therr wition. 1n addi-
tion, when you think about it the students
are only paying a dollar a week for e-
mail...that is by no means exorbitant.”

SCW Roth Scholars
Announced

By Gita Schachter

Four SCW students have been chosen
to participate in the Roth Scholars program
at Albent Einstein College of Medicine this
summer

The program provides YC and SCW
undergraduate students with the opportunity
to be involved in research programs from
early July through mid August.

Dr. Lea Blau. Chairperson of the SCW
Chemistry Department, said, “Research is
becoming increasingly important. Students
can take what they learned in a classroom
and apply it to a real research project.”

The students will work in a laboratory
five days a week and receive a $2,000 sti-
pend

Lauren Insel, SCW "96, is one of the
four students selected. Inset is a biology
major and plans to begin medical school in
the Fall of 1997. insel spent last summer
rescarching in the cardiology department at
Long Island Jewish Hospital. The rescarch
that she took part in was published in the
North American Society or Pacing and Elec-
trophysivlogy (NASPE]).

In addition, Insel came in second in
SCW s research poster contest this Fall. She
went to Boston last weel

k where her super-
visor, whom she worked with last summer,
will presented his findings.

“1really enjoyed the research that § did
last summer.” [nsel said. “1 am very excited
about doing more this summer.”

SCWSC President-clect, Hlana Barber,
is a biology major, and is planning to begin

medical school in the Fall of 1996. Barber is
currently doing research in SCW under the
direction of Dr. Harvey Babich. “I did re-
search this semester and I really enjoyed,”
she said. “So I am really looking forward to
doing it in a large project this summer.”

Barber's fields of interest for this
surmetr’s project are cell biology and ge-
netics. “1 took micro and genetics here at
Stern, and I am eager to experience what [
learned about in class,” she said.

Azita Simoni, SCW 96, is also a biol-
ogy major, who is planning to begin medi-
cal school in the Fall of 1996. Azita, who
was raised in Iran, came to the U.S. after high
school and has since become fluent in En-
glish. Last summer, Simoni worked in
Einstein’s neurobiology department. *1
found that very fascinating, and that is why
1 want to do itagain,” Simoni said. This sum-
mer, however, she would like to work in a
department other than neurobiology. I don’t
want (o limit myself to only one thing.”

Caren Gottlieh, SCW "96, is a chemis-
try major, who isTonsidering a career in ei-
ther patent law or chemistry research. “I've
never had any real research experience,”
Caren said. “*So I would like to try it out for
asummer and see if that is what I want to do
with my life.”

Gottlieb has requested to work in-a pa-
thology lab. to study+he effects of different
chemicals in the environment on the body.
“The chemicals that we use in industry are

Continued on page 13

Rabbi Cohen Teaching Class

Rabbi Mordechai Cohen
Receives Award and Grant

By Dawn Schatz

Rabbi Mordechai Cohen, YU Tanach
teacher, who said he works to bring Tanach
to life for his YC and SCW classes, has re-
cently been voted “Outstanding Professor™
by the YC senior class, and has also been
issiied a grant from the National Endowment
tor the Humanities.

The outstanding professor award is
meaningful to Rabbi Cohen in many ways.
The award was given to him by students who
are relatively close to his own age. since
Cohen himself only graduated from the
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary
and Bernard Revel Graduate School in 1989.
Cohen, therefore, “feels close to students,”
and is “pleasantly surprised” by the award.
He said he is pleased to be able to return to
YU, what was given to him not so long ago.

Rabbi Cohen will use the NEH grant to
research and “hopefuily publish” on the

works of the medieval Spanish-Hebrew poet.
Moses ibn Ezra. He said that 1bn Ezra’s “in-
novative view of Tanach based on his own
experiences” appeals to him. Ibn Ezra, he
explained, uses the imagery of Tanach ina
new way. His students said that through his
description of the Garden of Eden and the
use of Hebrew language, he furthers the
grasp of Torah figures.

Cohen said he hopes that the grant he
received will encourage students to study
subjects outside of their college courses. He
would like to be able to apply the [bn Ezra’s
technique of making the Tanach seem more
pertinent to his own classes. Cohen tries to
find common ground between the emotions
and conflicts of the great figures in Tanach
and those of his students. That, he said, is
part of what is meant by the Living Torah.

Political Science Shabbaton A Success

By Alysa Frenkel

The second AIPAC, Club Canada, JP
Dunner Political Society Shabbaton sparked
the interest of students in improving student
morale.

The guests of honor included guest
speaker Osnat Yanashevsky-Yacoby, a rep-
resentative of the Israeli consulate who pro-
vides information for Israeline, and SCW
professor Dr. Ruth Bevin, head of the po-
litical science department.

“it was an opportune time to have the
politically active clubs sponsor a shabbaton,”
Political Society President Elisheva
Wohlgemuth, SCW ’96, said. “SCWSC and
class election results were out and we felt
the shabbaton was a good opportunity for
Yeshiva University students to discuss the
Yeshiva's political arena and other student
body concerns.” These issues were discussed
in informal groups with Bevin and Political
Science Professor Dr. R. Zucker.

“We really had a chance to discuss all
the important issues that were bothering us,
specifically the apathy of the student body.
I especially enjoyed the opportunity to have

an informal chat with Dr. Bevin,” said Tikva
Shacter, SCW *97, an active member of the
Political Science Society.

Sharona Cohen, vice president of both
the Political Science Society and AIPAC, felt
that the discussions enabled people to “share
their viewpoints and through discussion get
students to mobilize by recruiting new mem-
bers to their organization.”

AIPAC President Leat Sharabi added
that Yanashevsky-Yacoby was impressed
with the questions the YU students raised
and sensed that the students feel an emotional
stake in the politics of Israel.

Wohlgemuth added, “She made the
peace with Jordan sound sensible and worth-
while; it was an eye opener.”

The club’s presidents were disappointed
that only 40-60 attended the' Shabbaton and
blamed the turnout on the upcoming Pesach
holiday.

Yet, Sharona Cohen said, “There were
enough people to spread the message about
the necessity of student involvement. [ con-
sider it a very successful Shabbaton.”
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Graffiti Strikes SCW

By Rina Weinstein

When Sara Rosman, SCW 95 entered
the Art lab on the fifth floor of SCW at the
boepiming ol this semester, she wis horri-
fied 10 find that her sculptuse now bore the
msignia ol cross on its forehead.

Rosman, an arl major, spent over two
months fast semester sculpting atmost 60
pounds of clay mto a likeness of her face
Expeciing her work (o be safe within the
conlines of a Jewish institution, she decided
10 store her massive creation in the tab for
the remainder of the year, Surprisingly, she
instead found herself “looking at my own
tace with a cross on it.”

Although students and faculty are ap-
palled by the disrespect shown towards
another's arduous work and private property.
this is not the tirst instance of such vandal-
ism. Julia Frohlich, SCW "94, was similarly
victimized last year when someone added
permanent tears to her penciled sketch.

Through such destruction does not acew ol
ten, it is alwiys, say students, pantul and
frustrating. T0as hhe = part ol you being
destroyed™ satd Tanya Stnck SCW 96 an
art student

Students are especially disturbed by,

these instances of vandalism because YU 15
a rehigious institution. Cheryl Dubinsky.
SCW T9S maimtains that one would “expect
i Ingher level of sensitivity and morality.”

One securily guard, alerted by Rosman
after her discovery, noted that the fifth floor
art lab is a highly congested area, and valu-
able work, despite the enormity of its weight.
should not be left there unprotected.

Many said they feel, however, that the
critical tssue remains, as Rosman stated in a
letter to the editor in the April 10 edition of
The Observer, ... that such an event could
oceur within a Torah institution.”

Rabbi Lamm Shabbaton a Success
Despite Poor Showing

By Devra Rosenfeld

-Despite the small number of students
who participated in last month’s shabbaton
with guest, YU President Rabbi Dr. Norman
Lamm, there was a feeling of success among
those who attended.

“The smaller amount of participants
made the shabbaton fee! more informal,”
noted TAC Treasurer Rena May, SCW '96.

Hosted by SSSB. SCWSC, TAC and
two of TAC’s subcommittees, the Kesher
and Russian Clubs, the committee heads had
hoped to draw in more students than usu-
ally-attended shabbatons. Yet only approxi-
mately 50 students attended from both SCW
and YC. 30 women and only 20 men.

SSSB President Judith Schlussel attrib-
uted the poor turnout to the fact that because
there is no campus environment, students
prefer going elsewhere on the weekends. She
also attributed the poor showing to a general
air of apathy amongst the students of SCW.

Schlusset said, Student leaders urged
students to attend but unfortunately there
wasn’t a large turnout.”

However, many students felt that, in
fact, the small amount of people helped to
create a more comfortable and relaxed
shabbat atmosphere which was needed after
midterms.

Because Rabbi Lamm s office is located
uptown SCW women rarely have the oppor-
tunity to meet with their university’s Presi-
dent. “It was a privilege to have been able to
spend shabbat with such a well renown rabbi
and speaker,” commented Jordona Schaffel,
SCW 96, and co-chair of TAC’s Kesher
Club.

Rabbi Lamm, who spoke Friday night
at the March 31 shabbaton, gave a shiur on
“Man, Woman and Creativity.”

Harvard Philosopher Addresses
YU on Issues of Rationality

By Esther Barry

Discussing the nature of rationality,
based on his book by the same name,
Harvard University philospher Dr. Robert
Nozick recently addressed YU students.

The annual Hillel Rogoff Memorial
Lecture, Nozick discussed such questions as:
How can we produce an all-star baseball
team? and How can society produce a per-
fect jury?

Among the issues addressed at the May

'] lecture, which was held in Koch Audito-

rium, were rational belief, truth as a goal and

measuring the credibility of a statement.
Many SCW students, as well as other

academic scholars, attended the evening.

“] thought he was brilliant,” said Sara
Wolinsky, SCW '96. “He made things so
clear. [ really enjoyed it.”

Nozick is a member of the board of di-
rectors of Philosophy and Public Affairs, and
is the author of the award-winning books
Anarchy, State and Utopia and Philosophi-
cal Explanations. Nozick will also partici-
pate in YU's Gottesman Program for Ach-

Dr. Robert Nozick Lecturing on Rationality

demic Excellence in the 1995-96 school year.
The Rogoff Lecture series, established
in memory of Hillel Rogoft, an carly alum-
nus of YU and editor of The Jewish Daily
Forum, was started by the late YU English
professor Dr. David Mirsky in 1971

.

TAC Elections - Presidential Tie
Proves Student Involvement

By Laurie Goftesman

While SCWSC clectnons seemed 1o
barve Tid s i of apithy on e the 1
centelection forthe 1999 96 FAC position
for pressdent resubted mane: The 406 1y
dent votes were sphithetween Juniors Rens
Mav and L Finkelstein, a situihion un
precedented at SCW yet onty Mav will ke
the position of president

“Think this shows a very mice sule of
Stern that people want to be involved i
TAC and help the student body.™ TAC
president Dassy Ballet-Jacobson sand. “E -
eryone was talking about student apathy
and these elections disproved this talk.”

It was decided by May, Finkelstein and
Rillet that due to prior obligations to be a
resident assistant for the coming year.
Finkelstein will not be president. but wiil
take up a position on the board. The posi-
tion, Vice President for Public Affairs, isa
temporary one, explained May. and never
before been implemented.

May explained that there was no re-
vote because, she said. there probably
wouldn’t be as many voters as there was at
the last election, and because there were
only two candidates running to begin with
{as opposed to 3 or 4), “it would not have
been fair” to have another vote.

May said she looks forward to the com-
ing year. “I'm excited for next year. We
have a strong and active TAC board and
hopefully the students will become as ac-
tive as they were this year,” she said. “It
was a strong year. | hope that TAC can
continue being a strong force among the stu-
dents of Stern College.”

May attributed the successful voter

TAC President elect Rena May

turnout to lecation, voting ok place i the
school lobby. publicity. there were many
signs up prior to the clection. and the extended
hours of voting. voting was opened passed
3pm. much later than SCWSC elections

May added that there was notonly a great
voter-tumout, buta great number of students
running for positions. Seven people ran tor
vice president, and five people ran for trea-
surer

Emily Amie Witty and Brocha Klein won
the positions of vice-president. Kiein said. 1
look forward to doing exciung stuff next
year.” Witty urged students to get active. and
instead of complaining, to contact anyene on
any of the boards with their complaints

Emily Shapiro was surprised to find out
that she had won the position of secretary I
assumed during all of Pesach vacation that [
had lost because [ never heard otherwise.” she
said. “1 am very excited to be partof the TAC
Board. !t is such an important part of Stern.
As a Jewish institution, we should have To-
rah activities on campus.”

NEED A PLACE FOR THE SUMMER?

Rooms are available in the new
Touro College Women’s Division Dormitory
at 85th Street and Amsterdam Avenue.

If you are interested in spending one,
two or three months with other
Orthodox women on the Jewishly
vibrant Upper West Side
contact Soroh Lichtenstein
at 212-213-2230 x108. |
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Nachshon Wachsman's Mother,
Esther Wachsman, To Speak At
1995 Commencement Ceremony

By Flisheva Wohlgentuth
Abs bather Wachsiman, whose son
Nacheon s tragieal v mudered bythe
Thamas Bhinne fundamentatints proup List
craduates at the

Oetober, w il be addressing

1993 COMMUIEMERT EXCICINes

Nrs Woachsman will be recenimg an
honoran degree from the University. YU
Presdent Normuan Lanm sid in g revent let-
ter that Wachsman is @ “herone™ and “m-
spuratenal toall students and alumim of
Y eshiva Unnversity and 1's artilates. w the
people af her adoptad homeland ot lsraetamd
Tews and non-Jews around the wortd.”

L aune Katzman, SCW 93, agreed
“Ara W achsman s a nodet of the dediea-
ton and cotrage of the fowish people,” she
sard

Brocha Frankel, SCW 93 added. "She
has a0 meredible anwareness and deep con-
ection 1o Isael, s great that she can ad-
dress ts and make us feet connected to what
woceurg i ek today

some stidents queshoned the sefection
of Mes Wachsman, saying that she had no
mtegral e 1o the graduating student body

Woachaman's speech s sall unkaown but g

will surehy be msprrationat ©

Woachsman, however, 1s connected to YU
since she s a YUHS graduate
Media Relations Director Bruce Bob-

bins smd. “The exact topic of Mrs

Mrs. Esther Wachsman

SCW Elections Prove
Competence

Continued from page 1

sitions.” Her plans for next year include a
Shabbaton with the theme of business cth-
wos, as well as more hands-on learning
through trips and guest lecturers

Sarritie Mitgang. incoming “95-°96
SSSB vice president, was very excited about
“Barbara and | work
well ogether,”™ she said. 't look forward to
a very productive year.” The two other po-
sitions on SSSBSC went to Sarra Zackai,
treasurer, and Lea Muth, sceretary.

Other election winners included the *95-
96 Accounting Seciety board: President
Nicole Cohen, Vice President Leah
Shulman, Secretary Naomi Hain and Trea-
surer Carley Nathanson, as well as the new
members of the Joint Business Society in-
cluding: President Iris Ofer, Vice President
Sara Elishes, Secretary Bruriah Gil and Trea-
surer Nurit Furer.

Three hundred and forty students voted
in thc SCWSC and SSSB clections. The
voter turnout was “‘not bad,” according to
current SCWSC Vice President Sarah
Altman..*f do wish, however, that more
peoplie would have voted and taken an ac-
tive role in choosing their representatives.”

the plans for nexty

A Plethora of Signs Covered the Walls of
SCW During Elections

BETH
SHIFRA
Ran
Sedarim at:

BETH SHIFRA
« Young israeil of
Vandearbiit
Marine Park
Jewish Center
Young lsrael of
Bedford Bay
Talmud Torah of
Flatbush
Kingsway
Jewlsh Center
Young israel of
Ocean Parkway

- Cong. Ohav Sholom
Cong. Beth Issac

These Temples We
Thank, Can We

(7 1

Cong. Ahavath Achim

A WAS
REAKFAST, LUNCH &

who spent their sedarim with us.
(- 141

Beoe®tin Sinife-cn
3044 Coney lslond Avanue - Brookiyn, N.Y. 11235

(718) 4491397

ez We ore proud 1o hove sponsored Eight
e becutiful free oo

BREWTH SEEEF SO
27 WERY BAD B AP P
> o

OPEN 7 DAYS

ity

Thank You Next Year?

304

3I0&L 4L Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn. NY 11235

g BETH SHIFRA, IINC.

-Coney ksiand Gvenuae

ooklyn, NY 11235

B) ©@&69-1X97

(718) 646-4959

i ~ s
1 Order To Do This Great Work We Need The Support Of The Entire Jewish Community.

Please Help Us In Any Way You Can.

D WOLUR TAX DEDULCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION

To BETH SHIFRA.

If Yoo Are Not Able To Help With A Contribution Please MHelp Us

By Donating Rhood ar Your Precious Time.

| Beth Shifra Endorsed By: Rabbi Samuel Barenboum, Rabbi M al &
A N H -
Robbi Avigaor Millee, Rabbi fAcranan Pam. Bobn y-hphibinef ok kb vk

We Thank the
Rabblis,
Presidents
and Board of
Directors for
Moklng

“Jewlis
History"™
when
Thoasands of
Peoplie Came
to Celebrate
8 Days of
Pesach and
the Sedarim

Piease send
YOUr generous
tax deductibla

contribation to:

BETH SHIFR&

JOIN Us!
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Students Rally for
Alisa Flatow

Continued from page 1

bombing T was very upset and when | heard
that Chavie Levine was there and another
[SCW graduate].1 et bad even though |
didn’t know her personally. b was really
seary.”

Margolin, who read the prayers for the
soldiers at the rally sard, “Fwanted to go in
support of getting rid of the peace process
because 105 nothelping and more and more
people keep getting killed. And we wanted
to show [Alisa’s| friends and family that we
really care. 1t coudd have been any of us.”

SCWSC President Laura Gross called
ia s y© and echoed
Margolin’s fecling. Gross said, “She will be
missed. It personalized everything that's
going on._.You realize it can happen to any-
one”

Though Gross didn’t know her well, she
said she was a person “wha would do any-
thing for anyone.” Flatow, who was study-
ing in Nishmat, was a junior at Brandets

Survival:
Two SCW
Alumnae
Reflect on
Hamas
Bombing

By Meira Shatz

Chavie Levine and Kesari Ruza, two of
fast year's SCW graduates, remarkably es-
caped the fate that befell their friend Alisa
Flatow during a Hamas bus bombing last
month.

“Everyone remembers where they were
when they heard about it,” said Levine, “In
America, you usually do not have to con-
sider that terrorism will so directly affect
you.”

“As Americans, we have sadly become
hardened to the frequent tragedies that be-
fall Israeli citizens,” said Laurie Katzman,
SCW 95, former roomate and close friend
of Levine. “Now that my friend was a vic-
tim of a terrorist bombing, I've become more
attuned to the feelings of Israclis whose
friends and relatives have been victims as
well.”

Levine and Ruza were students who
were known at SCW, among various other
things, for their intensive work within the
Jewish community. The horror caused by
Hamas, unfortunately, exacted from them
their greatest communal sacrifice.

“Chavie and Kesari are two people so
willing to do anything and travel anywhere
for the benefit of their fellow Jews,” an SCW
student said. “When you see a group of
people, like Hamas, whose dedication to each
other is so devoid of positive values and re-
gard for the sanctity of life that they try to
take innocent lives, you wonder how they
can have such a distorted view of what makes
a community.”

For Levine and Ruza, who retumed to
America the day after the bombing, the past

University in Waltham, Massachusctts and
wits 0N i semester abroad m Jsrael

TAC President Daser Billet, who was
fevine's roommate, said she attended the
rally becatse, " 1Cs important 1o see that Jew -
1sh blood 1s not Aefker. Jewish blond is not
cheap.™

Biller sind, “There's no dilference be
neeen me and Chavie fLevine). Nachshon
Wachsman, or anyone on that bus. 1t could
happen toanyone.™ She added that, " 10s 1m-
portant that the world sees that we sull sup-
port Israel”

Rabbi Menachem Meier, Frisch High
School principal, spoke about Flatow. “She
brought life and love in her 20 vears on this
carth. There was alwayvs a sparkle m her
eye,” he sad.

In the theme of the upcoming holiday
of Pesach, Rabbi Weiss remarked
-- we say to terrorists, it's enough!™

Alisa Flatow in Her Frisch Yearbook Picture

month has been a time when they have felt
an immeasurable appreciation for family and
friends.

Ruza said, “With so many people there
you get a real sense of the closeness you have
with your friends.”

“It was a time when [ truly realized how
supportive my friends and family are,”
Levine added. “You always imagine your
friends will be there for the little things. It’s
wonderful to see that in a real crisis they’re
right there behind you.”

It was that same sense of community,
which bonded friends and family of Levine
and Ruza, that brought over 300 Jews to an
Azcara, a memorial service, in [srael last
Wednesday in memory of Alisa Flatow.
Flatow’s funeral, on April 12, was attended
by those who knew her well and others who
did not know her at all.

“A united community is something that
will always stand out in the public mind,”
said Levine. “It makes things really hit
home.”

The passengers aboard the bus, though
strangers while boarding, suddenly became
“united.” .

“There I was, just a silly American, with
chayalim who were headed for major army
duties,” Levine said. “I felt foolish saying |
was on vacation, Then, suddenly, we were
allequally vulnerable. We all shared a com-
mon fate.” 3

Last Thursday, a Daily News reporter
reunited Levine with 20-year-old Baruch
Frohlich, the chayal who had been sitting

“nextto her on the,bus. *My memory of him

Friends Remember Alisa Flatow

By Observer Staff

When tragedy strikes close to home the
impact is of a drastically different nature. It
is no Jonger merely an untortunate story
heard on the news, or someone elwe's devy
astating loss. 1 his entered mto the thougits,
memortes and msights of all those affected
One begins attach greater value tonwme
ries and to think maore intensely of then con

sequences and implications Reyardless o

how one attempts o comprehend the even

on i sprtual and personal level ane g
s clem e the Gagedy s miermalized
Fhe passig o Aliss Flatow bas un

doubtedly occupied the mmds of member
ol the Jewash community. Students rem:-
nisce about their own exciting and develop-
mental experiences 1n Isracl. Parents recath
both the happiness and anxiery they Il
when sending their children to ther home-
land 1o explore their ancestry. and expand
their realms of knowledge. These are emo-
tions that many can identify with,

When former clussmates and netghbors
of Alisa spoke about her untumely passimg
this sense of identification was apparent
Whether they were memories of sitting to-
gether in math class or playing together i
the backyard. these clear. fond memories
heightened the sense of sadness within those
who hetd them.

Chanic Weiser, SCW "96, a neighbor
of Alisa’s, recalled writing book reports and.
“the little clubs we used to have in cach
other’s backyards.” She expressed the am-
bivalence she felt celebrating a neighbor's
engagement almost simultancously with
mourning the death of 4 friend. Two events
at the extreme opposite ends of the human
emotional spectrum, occurring at the same
time provoked many guestioning thoughts
Weiser explained that when confronted with
such difficult situations. “one can not possi-
bty understand...it is a lie to think you un-
derstand.”

" This supreme level of faith, which was
inspired largely by Alisa's family’s coura-
geous response, seemed to have been trig-
gered in many of Alisa’s friends. Karen
Milch, Alisa’s high school classmate, ex-
pressed similar conclusions. In reflecting on
her former classmate, Milch said, “Alisa was

such s Neshama Tehora (pure soul): there 1s
no other way to deseribe her fittingly She
brought the values of Torah 1o those around
her i sunple way She did not advocate

under the banner of any organization or

vatises other than her osn simple way of
e T When ek paradirn of foving knd
ness e Laben fronn o an e peakof boer
lite oo o not cosonalize o B the e
e b snd O st st ealize e
Coabsvorh o ans tiare beyond the roatn
ab hunian compretiviaan This s the i
and voncluaaon hat Milch and o

Alisats fricnds fuecs comme b

2 b, arhaob wnder

e her Bizh

Absa's proture it i s shie 7 tie best I

anyone win ha As b other me

ofthe Frischcliss ot 992 spoke about Visa

they remarked on her “constantly plessani

disposition snd her creat dimples thit ap
peared cvery e she sonded 7 OAL Sharon
Ramimetzhy, SCW 040 and Judieh K
SCW 96 thought about the wspradion. o
all ther former high ~chool Cissmiates, re-
ality striked them once again Kaminetzky

and Kelsen said, “as we were flipping
through our high school yearbook recently
we thought of our friends who were gomg
on 1o Medical School, Law school. getting
married ete. It especially struck us at that
moment that one of our classmates would
not have these opportunities.”™ 11 at this
pivotal point in the hife of college students
that everyonc is concerned with their future
and their Jewish identity, “Alisa was at her
peak of this search.” said Milch. The pass-
ing of someone who was on this future-on-
ented search, just as most college students
are. was a bitter twist of the sequenced life
cyele that we are accustomed to

As memornials for Alisa ke place in
New Jersey, Branders and throughout the
universal Jewish community, the community
of YU must play a role in this memeorial as
well. One must listen to the sensitivity re-
flected in the words of her friends, and strive
to reach this leve! of sensitivity whenever
the Jewish community is challenged with
tragedy. It is perhaps a reaction of this cali-
ber that will have the power to bring about
peace in our day.

was of a man covered in blood. I wanted to
see him again -- alive.”

Frohlich, who wanted to ensure that
succeeding generations would know of the
challenges Jews faced in the fight to preserve
their land, saved the piece of shrapnet that'
was surgically removed from his knee

To have such concerns for the future and
to ponder phtlosophical issues is inevitable
after tragedy. “‘At a time like this the most
comforting thing is refigion -- belief in G-
d,” Levine said. “You ask so many philo-
sophical questions. It's faith that lets you
know Alisa’s death was not senseless. Even
though it is hard now, it’s good to realize
that there is a being above our comprehen-
sion who is looking out for us.”

“This Yom Kippur will be a different
experience,” added Ruza. “We say prayers
about who will live and die and by what form
of death. Talking about life should be very

ingful. 1t’s not s hing to.be taken
for granted.”

Ruza also said that she does not feel
people should focus on how “lucky” she and
Levine are for surviving. “It’s not the right
way to say it. It seems almost selfish,” she
said. “G-d didn’t save someone else. I was
all nght and that brought a sense of relief o
my parents and frignds and 1ts hard. But you
know deep down it’s really someone clse’s

[Flatow’s] parents who have the more diffi-
cultissue.”

The bombing did not deter Levine and
Ruza from returning to Israel shortly after
Passover. “I feel more solidarity for Israehs
now,” Ruza said

YU President Rabbi Dr. Lamm told
Ruza’s parents that he is impressed to see
that she and Levine did not hesitate from
“continuing G-d’s work.”

Levine is currently continuing her stud-
ies at Matan Institute in Jerusalem and plans
1o attend a joint law and philosophy program
at NYU graduate school next year. Ruza is
studying for a masters in Jewish history at
Hebrew University.

“I spoke to 2 war veteran who told me
you have to just continue doing what you
were doing the day before.” said Ruza. " You
can't mourn all the ime. You have to go on
at some point.”

Good

Luck on
Finals!!’
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A Year in Review: the Accomplish

The True Clubs

By Amira Rubin

Are the student clubs at SCW fultithog
their obhygations? Many students clnm that
club presidents are difficult to pin down
Ihey also complain that some clubs ne-
wlected 1o run any programs this past aca-
demic vear Though SCWSC detineated
rules tor viub presidents, such as sponsor-
g at least one shabbaton and making at feast
tvo programs tor the eolire year many clubs
neglected therr respensibilines and never got
any thing done

The Observer chased atter the feaders
of 2% gencral clubs, 18 TAC clubs and four
class boards, and actually found that quite a
it was accomplished this year -- while some
clubs were more lax in their program run-
ning. Some club presidents were never to be
found or refused 1o provide information
Here's what The Observer did find (in al-
phabeucal order):

GENERAL

* Alpha Epsilon Delta is a national
honors soctety of pre-med, pre-dentistry and
pre-optometry students. They sponsored a
speaker. the Assistant Dean of Albert
Einstein School of Medicine, and gota tumn-

students

* Besamim sponsored a weeh-long It
crary and art exhibit with two speakers, a
literary’ symposium and produced their an-
nual hiterary journal

out of 23

/77 * Blood Drive held three drives

* The Education Society raimbursed
student teachers” transportauion and threw a
party tor the tirst semester graduates as well
as a tarewell party for Dr. Susan Sardy, pro-
tessor of education.

* The European Club spansored a
speaker who spoke about his experiences
during the Holocaust.

* The Fine Arts Society sponsored the
arientation wp 1o “Guys and Dolls™

* The Food Service Committee has
nxututed oil sereens 1o the pans to make the
tood less oily and has added gum to the list
of items available in the cafetena.

* The Guide and The Guide II were
published

* J.P. Dunner Political Science Soci-
ety has co-sponsored two Shabbatons this
vear. The club also organized a trip to the
Model UN at the University of Pennsylva-
nia in November, the Yale Model Knesset
with nine SCW participants and a visit to the
UN. The Poli Sci club also co-sponsored a
meeting uptown with prominent political fig-
ures: Dr. Ludkins, senior assistant to Sena-
tor Moynihan, Ms. Suri Kasirer, special as-
sistant for Jewish Affairs and Mr. Bruce
Teitelbaum, Department Chief of Staff 1o
NYC Mayor Guiliani. The club also spon-
sored Judge Judy Kluger’s lecture on the
challenges of being a female Orthodox Jew
and a Judge.

* Kochavia, the Yearbook, 1s in the pro-
cess of being made.

* The Observer produced eight news-
PAPCT 1SSUCS,

* The Philosophy Club will soon be
publishing a phitosophy Journal

* The Psychology Club had two SCW
araduates run group forums.

T % SAGA. the environmental club, co-
sponsored a shabbaton and is currently plan-
ning a picnic and clean-up in the park.

* The Sephardic Club has co-spon-
sored a Shabbaton with the lsrael Club for
approximately 130 people. They also spon-
sored a Shabbaton on their own.

* The Sociology Club sponsored 1(s
first Shabbaton ever

* The Speech Arts Forum (SAF) pro-
duced Sounding Board, a literary and arts
journal. SAF also co-sponsored Bess
Welden's onc-woman show.

* The Speech Pathology and Audiol-
ogy Club sponsored a speaker who inte-
grated Speech Pathology and Torah. They
also have a speaker scheduled to talk about
the more clinicat aspects of the occupation.

* The Stern College Dramatics Soci-
ety (SCDS) produced two performances,
“Little Shop of Horrors™ and “*Ladyhouse
Blues.” The club members organized the
props of the college and even amended the
school constitution. SCDS also plans to make
videos of this year's productions to be avail-
able, and recently held a closing ceremony
awards night. The Socicty also co-sponsored
Bess Welden to produce a one-woman show.
The club continues its membership in the na-
tional drama society. Alpha Psi Omega.

TAC

* Adopt-a-Bubbie held a Chanukab
and Purim party this year. It also paired stu-
dents with elderly women on the Lower East
Side whom they visited often.

* The Beit Midrash Club organized
the color-coded binding of sefarim for easy
reference. A Beit Midrash dedication club
was all set to place dedications inside the
setorim but no one contacted them.

* The Bikur Cholim Club sponsors
vans to the Beth Israel Hospital every Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday. SCW re-
ceives a list of Jewish patients and students
spit up and visit them. Anywhere between
four and 16 people went every night.

* Bina Yeteira is a weekly journal on
the weekly Torah portion. There were also
special Holiday issues. Six or seven writers
participated each week.

* BUDs has three presidents and is a
weekly Wednesday night chavruta learning
program, which takes place from 7:30pm to
9:30pm. “The student turn-out has really
been good,” said Leah Safran, SCW "96, one
of the coordinators. Students involved in
BUDS are presented with sources in both
Hebrew and English on a variety of topics.

* The Kesher Club sponsored a
Chanmfg.a}i and a Purim party as well as an

+ Continued on page 9

Aaron Heller
Remembered
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ice skating event. The club also co-sponsored
a shabbaton

* Parsha Shiur, which takes place o
10pm on Wednesday nights, allows students
the chance to give shivrim to a room filled
with anywhere from 1010 30 students in the
Dorm Beit Midrash. This year's signs have
been especially interesting, such as “IF you
prepare it, they will come,” and the wedding
announcement of “Parsha Shiur o Dorom
Ben Medrash™ which got a response from
many students.

* The Publicity Committee placed
signs around the derm and school, notifying
students of upcoming TAC events, such as
the Chaggigot and elections

* Shivim Panim, an annual Torah Jour-
nal, is a collection of student-wriiten schol-
arly articles on various Jewish studies top-
ics. It is currently at the printer.

- * The tutoring provided assistance to
students who wanted extra help in Judaic
Studies classes. Some tutors met with stu-
dents twice a week while others just met
during midterms and finals. About 50 stu-
dents were involved.

* The Tzedakah Committee raiscd

channukiahs, candles and wicks. There were
also Pesach fundraisers and the sale of note-
books, as well as the Tzedakah boxes which
are placed in cach room. The money raised
goes to several places every year, including
scholarships for SCW students

* WHO,(We Help Others) is the emer-
gency Chesed response team at SCW. Any-
‘time someone needs people to sit with them
in the hospital. even all night. SCW students
respond immediately. In an extreme case
students helped out a woman who needed 24-
hour volunteers for 10 days.

* Young Israel’s Chavruta Program
involved SCW students leaming one-on-one
with women at Young lIstael of 5th Avenue,
one hour each week.

CLASS BOARDS (by class status)

* The Senior Class Board organized
a trip 1o Sportsworld, a program for seniors
to meet with alumni and co-sponsored trips
to the circus and a Nets game. The board also
sponsored a Shabbaton and is currently plan-
ning the senior dinner.

* The Junior Class Beard sponsored
a trip for 120 people to Chicago City Lim-
its. Eighty students attended the class
shabbaton.

* The Sophomere Ciass Board spon-
sored a scavenger hunt and co-sponsored a
mishloach manot program, a trip to the cir-
cus and a trip to a Nets game.

* The Freshman Class Board co-spon-
sored the mishloach manot program.

And the rest of the clubs, well...

charity through the Channukah sales of

ments of 1994-95

Senior
- Reflections

By Rinah Cohen

After spending two three and e en tour
years al SC W about 180 semors are near
ing graduation. Atthes new juncture i then
lives, these students took out some time e
reflect on their college careers -- what the
loved at SCW and whatthey telt coud hane
heen betier

Here's what they said

THE CO

The Facilities:

The most popular complaints were
about school facihues. or the lack they found
thereof. Comments included

* “The Library needs more room und
more hours.™

* “What's with the cat” The prices
went up, the food went down, and out-of-
towners can’t eat on a Sunday moming.”

* [ can never getan exercise machine ©

* "What about a pool?!”

* “The computer room needs 10 be up-
dated. We also need another laser printer

* “It's unbelievable that we don't have
a theater.” (Members of SCDS feltstrongly
about this one. They said they found that
“being u theater group without a theater 1y
difficult.™)

THE PROS:

The Atmosphere:

sSentors sard they enjoyed the wimo-
sphere at SCW. They 1eltcomtortable walk-
ing down the hallway and greeting the people
they know and don’t know 1 Jove the
friends L made, hfelong friends.” one semor
sad

The Dean’s Offices

Al students anked said they felt com-
fortable going to the deans wath any Gues-
HONS

MIXED REVIEWS:

Dress Code

Students who were asked about this
chose either not to answer or wanted a guar-
antee of anonynuty. The two basic opinions
were: a dress code is unnecessary and a dress
code should be better entorced

Guidance:

While some students felt that career
guidance and placement rate was high. oth-
ers said they hoped for more. particulariy 1n
the area of mental health. One student said.
“Bulimia and anorexia are big problems m
this school; they need to tind someone who
can help.”

Courses:

One student summed this subject up
saying. “One teacher. one class. given atone
time.” While scmiors felt there were not
enough choices of faculty and courses for
their major, others were quite satisfied and
telt they had a solid background to continue
in a job and/or graduate school

Nachshon Wachsman
Remembered
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After the Parade Join Thousands at the 2nd Annual

ISRAEL DAY

CONCERT

IN CENTRAL PARK

Sunday,
May 21, 1995
at 3:00 PM
Enter Park at

- rain or shine -

WEETERMALCAPIT 0 e v DEODLL Kosherfood aalbl

Starring

Avraham Fried

D'veykus* ¢ Sherwood Goffin ¢ Ira Heller
Dov Levine ¢ Piamenta ¢ Akiva Nof
Sandy Shmuely ¢ Shimon & Noah

with the Neshoma Orchestra

in a Musical Tribute to the Pioneer Communities of Greater Jerusalem,
Yehuda, Shomron, Aza, the Jordan Valley and the Golan Heights.

Greetings
Hon. Ehud Olmert, Mayor of Jerusalem

Dedicated to the memory of Shlomo Carlebach whose inspiration and music we sorely nfiss.

Sponsored by the Israef Concert-in-the-Park Commiittee in association with the National Councit of Young Israel
* members of ~

5th Ave & 72nd St.

o e i it 1 e et it e
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Mrs. Rachel Sussman

Generous Donation Will Go For
New Technological Lab

Continued from page |

instructor’s desk, cnabling students and
teachers to view each other’s work. Over-
head monitors will enable the class to sce
images from the instructor’s microscope
while scated at their own desks. Students will
be able to recall information and images
stored on CD-ROM and compare these to
their own.

With new windows, colorboard with
colorchart, and fumniture, the laboratory is
expected to be an attractive and aesthetically
pleasing environment in which to work. The
floors will be of a new material, and
countertops made of corian can be sanded
down to get rid of scratches. An icemaker,
refrigerator, cold room, where expeniments
can be done, and fume hood, to prevent pol-
lution, will also make this lab a more conve-
nient place to work.

Lockers ‘with benches tocated outside
the room will make it easy for students to
store their things. SCW Dean Karen Bacon
said she feels that “not only will this lab pro-
vide the best educationally, but it will-serve
as a model for what can be done with the
rest of the labs when money becomes avail-
able.”

Bacon added that people were sent to
observe labs in universities such as Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley, Boston Uni-
versity and Brandeis to get a feel for what's
currently being done. She said she feels that
we are now on par with these universities, if
not ahead of the game.

able to fulfill her dream of becoming a doc-
tor.

Sussman has also donated an annuity
trust fund benefitting students at Yeshiva
University's Albert Einstein College of
Medicine which will support the latest in
computer programs now availabie while they
are on rotations at Beth Israel Medical Cen-
ter.

Sussman said she feels that these gifts
are “'my connection, my compensation for
not being able to realize my dream.” She
wants to give those students who have the
capability and the drive to study medicine
the means to do so. “This is my reward,” she
said.

YU President Norman Lamm said that
through this endowment, Sussman has given
the students at YU the opportunity to save
lives, a-principle that the Talmud teaches is
equivalent to saving an cntire world.

Bacon, who is aiso a scientist specializ-
ing in microbiology, added that in order for
students to “absorb the sweeping break-
throughs in the sciences...they must have
access to the newest technologies and equip-
ment in which to conduct research.”

Observations of 50 Years
Ago

Continued from page 15

grandfather who, Thank Ged s st with meowas someting not 1o be taken for granted
1 couldn’t fet the cxperience end i the pages of iy durnal ey had to be carried fur-
ther

Several of the survivors noticed that | was constantly seribbling i iny notebook
and they questioned me. Upon finding out that [ was docwmenting all that [ could. their
eyes fit up and alt at once they began o telb me stonies of theindiadual escapes

One woman. [rene Kate, had made the tnp wuh her sister and when she asked 1
would send her a copy of my writings | understood the sigmificance of my presence i
Germany with all of these people. Frealized the awesome responsibility which faces me
and my generation as ! ooked up at her tired green eyes wath their hines and dark circles
Time is not standing stifl and it Kistory 1s not documented NOW through primary sources,
it will never be recorded accurately. Within the next $0 years there wall he no one left to
ask and this is a fact which can not be taken lightly

My grandfather and | both lost something this year. My mother. s oldest child,
passed away in recent months and so, in our family. the responsibility to pass down the
truth falls on my shoulders. I am grateful to G-d who allowed me o have this ime with
my Zaidy and grateful to my Exeat for asking me to do something which [ should have
done without having to be asked.

To remember is not enough. We must ask over and over and then, as clearly as
possible, and without alteration, we must TELL over and over

SCWSC President-elect llana Barber and SSSB President-elect Barbara Pollack

has now afforded the students at SCW this
necessary equipment, she said.

Students are pleased with the new equip-
ment. Shira Katz, SCW '96, a pre-med stu-
dent , said, “It’s 2 much-needed investment
that will open up a larger arena for the study
of biology in an otherwise limited depart-

Rav Soloveitchik Shiur

Continued from page 14

as himself is a “klal gadol. " Mr. Merkin followed, emphasizing to all these in attendance
that Torah is not only to be learned “/il‘mod u I'lamed, " rather 1t must be acted upon.
“Jq‘asor.” He continued by quoting the pasuk in Parshat Acharei Mot “Va chai bahem’
explaining that one must live life according to the precepts of the Torah.

The shiur, which took place on April 30, 1995, was held in the Harry Fischel Beit
Midrash.

1

| The benefactor of the lab, Mrs. Rachel
Sussman, is the president of Renette Foun-
dations, a leading manufacturer of ladies’ un-
dergarments. She emigrated to the United
States from Poland, unfortunately not being

ment.” As Rachel Mae Wernick, SCW *95,
said, “It’s about time!”

|

The Observer wants
to extend a heartfelt
Mazal Tov to Sports
Editor Sarah Altman
on her recent

engagement to
Yehuda Stark { .

. . m

“SCW Students Participate in Yo
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Three Tall Women
By Dinu Bogner
dward Afbee s Pubiteer Prize winning
w7 Ehiee FalE Women ™o reality about

ex i her life

w woeman through three
“Pheee Tall Women™ presents a dving

wonnn who recalls her life as memories of
avents are tnggered within her by heryoung
attorney and oiddle-aged care tiker. The
hree characters, known ondy as AL Band ¢
speak about the mnocence of youth, the cyai-
st of muddle-age and the bittemess of old
age

Myvea Carter's portzay al of the old ady
iv vigorous and veny, very funny. The old
fady vacillates between hysterical laughter
at her memony loss to uncontrollable weep-
mg at her incontinence. Although “Three
Tall Women ™ 1s an off-Broadway play. it has 2
all the gualities it takes to make 1ton Broad-
way

“Three Tall Women™ is performed at
Manhattan's Promenade Theater on Tues
days through Saturdays at 8 p.m. with mati-
nees Wednesdays at 2:30 pm., Saturdays 3
and Sundays at 3 p.m. Ticket prices range_‘g’
from $40-$43 and can be reserved by call- &
ing the Promenade box office at 212-580-

1313

=

<

3 Jordan Baker, Myra Carter and Marian
Seldes in Three Tall Women

0
2
3
g
3
®
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SUMMER AT SY SYMS

SUMMER SESSION LA - (JUNE 6,-JuNE 28, {995

DEPT. COURSE CREDIT/HOUR INSTRUCTOR
ACC 1002 PRINCIPLES OF ACCOUNTING ) D19 301210 DR. J. HOCHMAN
AN [feol) PRINCHNES OF FINANCE 31/ 1:00 3:40 DA, J. KRausz
FIN 408 CORPORMATE FIKANCE (2/9:30-12:10 Dr. J. KRAUuSZ
INF 1020 MANAGEMENT INFO, SYSTEMS t3/9:3012:10 DRr. A, ZiLBERT
MAN 1020 PRINCIPLES OF MARAGEMENT 3/ 100 3:40 PROF. R WiLLAMS
MAR 10Q1 PRINCIPLES OF MARKETING /9301210 PrROF. R, VALENTING

SUMMER SESSION I-B - (JUNE 6,-JuLY 6, 1995)

DEPT. CQURSE, . CREOI/HOUR INSTRUCTOR

aACC 10! INTERMEDIATE ACCOUNTING | 3/ 95012 00 OR. M. Pava
acc 2403 MAMAGEMENT ACCOUNTING tar/ 100 4:00 DR C. Sow
SUMMER SESSION Il - (JurLy 1 O-AUGUST B, | 995)

CRERIVHOUR INSTRUCTOR

ACC. 1102 INTERMEGIATE ACCOUNTING 1} /9501200 / OrR M Pava

\ DEEL.  COURSE
|

l& For udduwrml information and to register, contact the Office of the Dean, Sy Syms Schoo
;l of Business, (212} 960-084S, Belfer Hall Room 412 or (212) 340-7781, Stern Room 904.

hevamt Apet 4 191

The Brand New Kosher Roma Piza Located at 31st and Park

Martin Page Breaks the Monotony

By Gila Reinitz

Pop music tends to have such recurring
themes as love and pain but once in a while,
there is a break in this monotony. A recent
example is illustrated in Martin Page’s hit
album entitled “In the House of Stone and
Light,” which deals with political and soci-
etal 1ssues.

Allten tracks of “In the House of Stone
and Light” contain beautifu instrumentals
combined with tyrics that deal with political
and societal difficulties in Europe, includ-

ing child abusc. Track ten, called “The
Door,” is a song about the Holocaust. It tells
the story of Hannah, a mother being held in
Treblinka who takes a personal vow to live
s0 she can perpetuate the memories of the
children she was forced to watch die. She
does survive and remembers the children as
she watches her grandchildren play in the
sunset.

Page’s incorporation of sophisticated
music with meaningful lyrics has made his
album a big success.

The CD cover of In the House of Stone and Light

A Personal Experience at the 52nd
Anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising

By Suzann Felsenthal

1t is not every day that a person has the
opportunity to be at a historical event of a
lifetime. On April 30th, I had that opportu-
nity. My grandparents and | were able to
attend the 52nd Anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising ai 1e Paramount theater. It
was a privilege and an honor to be present
among 6,000 Holocaust survivors on such a
momentous and emotional occasion.

The ceremony began with opening re-
marks by Benjamin Meed, President of the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising Resistance Orga-
nization. Following the opening remarks,
Rabbi Israel Meir Lau, the Chief Rabbi of
the State of Israel spoke about his experi-
ences as a survivor of the Holocaust. Sev-
eral candle lighting ceremonies took place,
as well as singing and a moment of silence.

Perhaps the most unexpected part of the

commemoration was when President
Clinton, Governor Pataki, Mayor Guiliani
and Shimon Peres each took the opportunity
to speak. Pataki and Guiliani proclaimed that
April 30th would become an official Holo-
caust 1 brance day, an 1t
loaded with implications of what the Jewish
community has achieved in 50 years.

The entire experience has taught me to
value my heritage, and to safeguard it. [ feel
like a representative of my father’s parents
who were death camp survivors, but passed
away years ago. Moreover, the world had a
chance to see on TV, the Jewish peopleas a
unified nation who survived the greatest
massacre in history. The underlying message
of the commemoration is that we are all sur-
vivors. At the conclusion of the ceremony
my grandfather turned to me and said, “This
is an occasion you will remember for the rest
of vour life.” And so [ shail.
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Message From the Torah Activities
Council

1t°s been a great year. Torah activitics
on the SCW campus have grown by leaps
and bounds. We have witnessed special
Uungs this year in SCW in the realms of To-
rah study and communal service. Students
have given thew hme (o visit the sick in
neighborhood hospitals on an almost daily
basis, Elderly people, adopted “bubbies and
zaidies.” came o SCW for several holiday
parties, and SCW students brought bright-
ness to their days through holiday songs and
shared Torah thoughts. SCW women learned
with private learning partners at a nearby
Young lsrael, cagerly spreading the abun-
dance of Torah at SCW.

On campus, we saw the Beit Midrash
fill up through the successful BUDS
chevruta program. In times of tragedy for
Am Yisrael, we witnessed the emergency
gatherings in the auditorium and the Beit
Midrash to pray on behalf of our people:
hundreds of women took part each time.
Following the most recent tragedy in Israel,
one SCW woman organized the complete
- recitation of Tehillim, pulling together 150
women to successfully complete the sefer

Bina Yeteira, our weekly parsha publi-
cation, came out nearly every week. Women
had the opportunity to express their Torah
thoughts freely, in a forum that was enjoyed
throughout the university community. Next
week, the third annual Shivim Panim Torah
Jowurnal is coming out; Torah scholarship at

SCW is blooming.

These are just a few of the goings on at
SCW which TAC has been responsible for
this year. On behalf of the student body, we
welcome the new TAC board and wish them
a successful and productive year. The raw
materials at SCW, dedicated students who
are excited to work to better themselves and
the Jewish community. are rich and plenti-
ful. May these raw materials continue to be
utitized to build the future of the Jewish
people.

With Respect and Admiration,

Dassi Billet, President; Liz farrett, Vice
President; Rayzel Kinderlehrer, Vice Presi-
dent; Elana Flaumenhaft, Treasurer Emeri-
tus; Rena May, Treasurer: Tami Buckman,
Secretary.

Message from the Sy

President

Dear Students,

As we embark upon the close of a schoot
year, and my personal undergraduate college
career, I know not whether to jump for joy
or pull out a box of Kleenex (courtesy of the
hundreds of dollars [have remanmg on my
cal card). [thas beena very full year for all
of us, and the uncertainty of the upconung
year feaves many of us nervous. worned and
bewildered. For four (or three, or two or ane
and a half) years, we have clung to the secu-
rity of Yeshiva and looked to our professors
and deans for knowledge and security

On May 31st T will be leaving the gud-

ance of my professors, and the security of

the company of my peers. On June Ist{will
be entering “the real world™.

The question now 1s whether we will be
able to survive? However, [ believe Yeshiva
University students only know how to sur-
vive. Recently, a professor of SSSB heard
me complaining about my continuing job
search, the search for suitable living quar-
ters and the pursuit of my exit paper. Sud-
denly it seems to me lifelong decisions lie in
my hands. The professor’s only reaction was
not one of sympathy, but an alert that | had
encountered a reality check that was long
overdue.

So as we graduate on May 31st | hand

my position over to Barbara Pollack and her
entire hoard. 1 alsoe leave this campus (or
whatever you call our two buildingsy with
the hope that what [ have gamed from SSSB
will help me to survive

Sincerely,

Judith Schiussel

President SSSBSC

P.S. I'd like to thank my entire board

for all of their help this past year

P.P.S. I'd also like to extend a speciat
thank vou 1o Vered Dror, Joshua Hahickman,
Jay Koffsky and Amy Rosenberg for orga-
nizing the SSSB dinner. 1t was a beaunful
evening that was a gredt success

The Speech

Arts Forum
would like to
thank Student
Council for all
their help with
The Sounding

Board

Zachor President Shoshana Markowitz and YCSC President Daniel Billig Speak to Yom
Hashoa Program Speaker L

THE
OBSERVER
WOULD LIKE

TO |

THE CLASS
OF '95 |

Roth Scholars
Will Be
Involved in
Laboratory
Research

Continued from page 4

very dangerous,” she sad. “Chemists 1san
incredible scicnce because 1t gives yvou a
power over the world - 1t alfows vou to
manipulate Nature., That 1 what really fas-
citittes me about chemistry -- you feamn the
underlying structure of the urfiverse, so you
cari-take it apart and put it-back together
dgain.” : .

The program will run.from tunc 6 untl
Augus 11 ' ) A
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Rabbi Meir Twersky Giving Rabbi Soloveitchik Shiur

A Danish Rabbi Expresses
Gratitude to His Mother Country

By Chayah Sarah Cantor and Susie
Shepper

Rabbi Nathan Bamberger recently ad-
dressed the European Club after he and his
family revisited Denmark. the country that
saved the lives of 7.000 Jews during the
Holocaust

Rabbi Bamberger said that he lectures
regularly not only to educate a new genera-
tion about the Holocaust. but to e
tude to the nation that saved his

Denmark had @ special status as a “pro-
tectorate”™ of Germany in the World War [1
pertod. ensuring better treatment of its popu-
lace than elsewhere. Until late in the war,
the Danes thctuding the Jews, enjoved refa-
tive freedom and autonomy.

Then came August 1943 In the growth
of'the Danish underground and acts of sabo-
tage. the Nazis announced their plan to trans-
port the Danish Jews to the death camps. But
a (German shippmg agent. Georg Duckwith,
alerted the Danes, who in turn, contacted the
underground

When the synagogue members armived
tor High-Holiday Services that year, the act-
g rabbi, Melechior, announced the post-
ponement of the services. Sensing there was
a senous ditficulty, the Bambergers locked
up their home and stayed by a Christian
triend in another part of Copenhagen for six
days

Through his mother’s contacts. a
stranger came to the door and silently led
the family into a waiting car. which drove
them out of Copenhagen and onto the Dan-
ish countryside. A farmer led them to a barn,
filled with over 200 cqually dazed Jews
From there they were taken, in the back of a
haywagon. to the Oresund. the strait divid-
ing the North Sea from the Baltic where a
fleet of fishing boats awaited them

The Danish crew and fisherman risked
their fives by committing the crime of sav-
my Jews. Above deck. the fishermien fre-
quently anchored and whipped out thetr nets
to fool the German patrols. When the boats
finaily hed Swedish waters, the Jews
were transferred to Swedish torpedo boats
and taken ashore

The Bambergers armived in Ramlosa,
Sweden oneres Yom Kippur. After the holi-
day . they transterred to Malmo, a cty fur-
ther south, where they spent the remaining
months of the war

toven after the rescue, the Danes ex-
tended themselves to those unfortunate Jews
who were caught by the Germans during e
Rosh Hashanah round-up and sent to
Thereisienstadt (Terezin), in Czechostova-
kia.

The Danish Red Cross regularly visited
them and supplied them with food and medi-
cine. A Danish official assured the prison-
ers they remained under the personal protec-
tion of the Danish government.

After the war, the Danes retaliated
against the Germans. As the Wehrmacht,
Germany soldiers, anged their rations
and valuables for Danish bicycles, with
which to pedal to the border, they were
stopped by Danish guards, who seized the
bicycles and told the Germans to walk back
to their country.

In their recent return, the Bambergers
found that not only did the Danes warmly
welcome them back, but during their ab-
sence, they had taken care of all the Jewish
property. Even the Rosh Hashanah table re-
mained set with fine china, candles and sil-
verware.

Rabbi Bamberger explained what may
have motivated such benevolent behavior on
the part of the Danes. The leadership was
one reason. ‘Rabbi Bamberger enthusiasti-
cally praised the fate Danish king, Christian
X. whom he says was a righteous gentile.
The king himseif treated the Germans with
contempt. On the Christian X's 75th birth-
day. Hitler y"s had sent the king a telegram
congratulating him and wishing that the two
nations would some day merge as one. “What
awonderful idea,” the monarch replied. “But
frankly, I'm too old to rule over Germany.”

~A Dane will never turn on you,” Rabbi
Bamberger said. “As long as you are his
friend. he will remain your friend for life.
He will do anything to help you.”

Rabbi Bamberger explained that the
Danes no longer care to talk about these
cvents. To them, this event was an obliga-
tion of kindness from one human to another.

Rabbi Bamberger concluded with a
brief summary of his life afier the war. Af-
ter trying to enter Palestine, but being turned
away by the British, he made his home in
the United States, at the Ner Israel yeshiva
n Bakltimore. He later received semichah and
a doctorate at YU. He is the author of The

Viking Jews: A History of the Jews of Den-
mark - and TorahZimely Twinkles. He is
also the rabbi of the Kingsbridge Heights
Jewish center, in the Bronx, and a member
ot the O-U kashrut division

Rabbi Bamberger 15 the first of many
speakers planned for the Europcan club,
which is designed to introduce students to
Furopean Jews and ther culture. For an‘y n-
formation about membership or future ac-
tivities, please call Susic Shepper at (718)
796-4567.

il Over 400 Attended Rabbi Joseph

B. Soloveitchik Memorial Shiur

By Devra Rosenfeld
Over 400 attended the second annual
Rabbi Joseph B, Soloveitchik Memorial
Shiur
Uhe shoue
Soloveitchuk s annual yvahreeir shiues which
drew crowds of rabbis, students and other
Jewish communal membersto hear the Rav's
briltiant, applicabte Torah wisdom. Rav
Sotoveitchik 77l passed away on the second
day of Chol Hamoed Pesach 5753,
Rabbi Meir Twersky, a relative of the
Rav and a Rosh Yeshivaat YU, was invested
as Chairholder of the Leib Merkin Distin-
guished Chair in Talmud, prior to his deliv-
ery of the Memorial Shiur. Leib Merkin z"Is
son, Hermann Merkin, explained that the
chair, which had been established in memory
and honor of his father, was last held by R.
Joseph B. Soloveitchik 7t beginning in De-
cember 1977
Rabbi Twersky elaborated on the con-
cept of tashlumim in prayer, and thus arrived
at a theory of the duality of tefillah; it being
equated to avodah, the korbanot. while also
having the characteristic of rachamim,
mercy. It ts for this reason that one may re-
peat the evening prayer, ma ‘ariv, “in place”
of the afternoon mincha if it was not recited
during the day, despite the fact that ma ‘'ariv
marks the beginning of a new day.

is modelled alter Ray

Concerming the avodalt ol kodshim. the
concept that mght precedes day, is reversed:
night comes after the day. In his Sefer
Heamitzvor, Maimondes mamtans that To-
rah also constitutes fulfiliment of avoda and
can therefore also adopt the definition of
korbanor that night follows day

Rabbi Twersky compared t¢fitla and
Torah to light, which has the power to illu-
minate the darkness of olam haceh, this
world. He explained that during the darkness
of modernity, the Rav’s Torah and person-
ality “clarified confusion and dispersed dark-
ness.” Night was penetrated by the light of
day. He concluded the memorial shiur with
the well-known prophetic promise,” The
Lord shall be King over all the earth, on that
day the Lord shall be One and His name One.
May thi}ﬂ,@ous time come speedily in our
days.”

Divrei Torah by both President of YU
Rabbi Norman Lamm and Hermann Merkin
preceded the shiur. Rabbi Lamm expounded
upon the statement of Rabbi Akiva,
“V'ahuvta l'raiacha komocha, zeh klal gadol
ba 'Torah™; explaining “ba Torah " to mean
“by means of Torah.” It is because of Torah
that the principle of loving one’s neighbor

Continued on page 11
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"I received A TASTE OF
SHABBOS as a gift. It was the

a better present.”
Faina Brenkler, Brookiyn, N.Y.

“lf I had to describe this
video in one word it would be
elegant. From the recipes to
the rituals, it's a pleasure to
watch."

Fraydee Lozentk, Miami, FL

"I thought I knew everything
there was to know about
preparing Shabbos dinner,
but | learned how to make a
delicious Salmon a la Sea
Breeze by watching A
TASTE OF SHABBOS."
(Isle{;a Sacharow, Long Beach,

watched it over and over again."

ABOUT THIS EXCITING
NEW VIDEO

most inspiring experience making
challah for the first time with my
16 year old sons. You couldn't pick

| "This video is an hour long and I really feel you get your rhcney‘s
j worth. It has something for the entire family. My kids and | have

Toua Shoenfeld, Brookiyn, N.Y.

A TASTE OF SHABBOS is waiting for you at your
local Jewish Bookstore or call 1-800-71-TASTE
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By Gila Reinitz

I grew up hearing about the seemingly
impossible and inhurnane perpetrations of
the Nazis. I'd seen the movies, “Escape
from Sobibor™ and “Schindler’s List”™. I'd
read the books and 1"d seen the pictures, |
was told to remember, that | must never
forget. Remember what?, 1 thought. | was
not there. In fact, I did not care much to go,
as the countless times that were pounded
Iinto my head year after year bred a certain

immunity which bordered on indiffercnce.

My grandfather is a Holocaust survi-
vor. Of all the stories he told me about the
war, the one he tells most fervently, and the
only one he tells with an ironic yet proud
smile, is the one of his escape from a“death
march”, as the inmates dubbed the 45- mile
walk, just days before the American troops
entered and liberated him with those who'd
survived. My grandfather asked me several
months ago if | would accompany him on
3 trip to Germany. A small tour of survi-
vors had organized themselves and had de-
cided to partake in the ceremony at
Flossenberg, a concentration camp in Ger-
many, to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the liberation which finally occurred
on April 23, 1945.

Upon arriving in Munich, 1 could not
help but notice what a beautiful place this
particular part of Germany seemed to me.
One survivor remarked that it had been
American dollars which beautified the
Munich airport after the war. The woman
who told me this spoke with contempt.

The tour consisted of approximatety 35,
survivors, 10 first-generation representa-
tives, and myself, the only second-genera-
tion person present aside from a young ye-
shiva student who had come with his fa-
ther. This was a lot to absorb. As we started
our tour of Flossenberg, the first place we
visited, 1 was struck with the overwhelm-
Iing realization that | was surrounded by true

greatness. The people who were walking
ahead of and next to me had survived bru-
talities that [ cannot, try as I may, imagine.

We said Kaddish by each memorial
stone in the camp and after each ceremony,
several survivors shared their thoughts,
feelings and stories with other members of
the group as well as with the German cam-
era-man who was filming 2 documentary
to be shown later on Berlin television. To
see the places where abominable events
took place is horrifying, to hear the stories
told of those who'd survived is humbling
and gut-wrenching, but to have these same
fpeople tell their stories and point to the
exact scenes of where they took place is an

Gila and Her Gi

in a Shul R

Observations:

Returning to Germany-
50 Years Later

entirely different experience altogether

Mila Bachner, a woman who'd been
hiberated at Flossenberp, was the most vo-
catofour group. She constantty had a com-
ment to make about each part of the camp
we’d arrive at and perhaps the most emo-
tional moment for her, ephemeral as it was,
was captured in a photograph of her taken
by her husband as she climbed to the top
of an SS watch tower and shouted, “Look
at me!” For me it was merely a moment of]
wonder at her strength; for her it was a sub-
stantial symbol of her freedom which fi-
nally arrived after 50 years.

As we walked along a well-groomed
and flowery path to what had been the cre-
matorium, I looked over to my right, hav-
ing realized that my grandfather had not
uttered a word since we’'d arrived at
Flossenberg.

“Zaidy,” I asked, “are you alright?
What are you thinking?”

{ barely felt I had the right to ask this
question, much less a right to be there with
the toughest and bravest people 1'd ever
come across. After ail, I had not seen
Flossenberg while it was a functioning
slaughtering grounds; I was experiencing
a much lower leve! of terror for the first
time. My grandfather was flooded with
memories he'd thought he”d banished from
the recesses of his mind 50 years earlier.

“It’s just so unbelievable that 50 years
have gone by, that I was here,” he answered
after several more moments of silence.

His eyes were glazed, he looked be-
wildered and said he had a headache.

“From remembering things that 1
thought I'd forgotten. It’s making my head
hurt,” he explained.

Wherever 1 walked, [ carried with me
my journal and recorded what [ could of]
what I saw and what the survivors said. One
woman told us of how she’d slept among
the animals before she was captured and
sent 1o a camp. She said the four-legged
animals did not harm her. It was the two-
legged ones she'd feared.

The more time [ spent with these
people, the more 1 felt a connection with
the events of 50 years ago which had here-
tofore been overshadowed by tragedies in
my own life. I did not have the broad vi-
sion to transcend the pain of the present
and feel that of the past which had affected
my very own ancestors. I realized, quickly,
that | had more on my shoulders than an
obligation to remember. Seeing the actual
sites of the stories I'd grown up with, be-
ing fortunate enough to see them with my
Continued on page 11
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BNOT CHAYIL
College for Women

P.O. Box 16406
Bayit Vegan, Jerusalem

- Advanced program of Jewish
studies

- Tiyulim with in-depth study of
Eretz Yisroel

- Community service volunteer
program

- Teacher training course

- Warm atmosphere

- College acreditation

Applications are currently being accepted

For more information, contact:

New York - (718)441-9495
or (718)846-4695

Jerusalem -  02-434-767

Fax - 02-439-273

Rabbi Y. Freilich, Dean

e

GRADUATING SENIORS
SCW AND SSSB MIDTOWN

THIS IS THE ONLY DAY
THAT YOU CAN PICK UP YOUR
CAP AND GOWN

NO ATTIRE WILL BE GIVEN OUT |
AT THE PARAMOUNT -

. ]
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. By Rachel Hellman

Next year will mark the first season for
the SCW fencmg club. The club wiil be
coached by Josie Fusco, ed by Captamn
Naama Ben-David, SCW 796, and consist-
mg ot 14 members

tencing has three different types of
weapons, butwomen’s competine fening
consist~ of only rwo weapons. the Tol and
cpees The b s a four-sided blade Fora
Int o be lewal with the talow must wuch @
specttiv areon the bods s The epecisa three-

sided blade Here, the fencer mes to draw
aut bier epponent. Anywhere on the body s
coinstdered a legal hit !

For competition, each welPon requires

nga IagralFencing Season Set for

Next Year

three plavers and one back up. Fencers tram
exclusively with one weapon. and do not
switgh weapons in the middle of a competi-
ton

Ben-David thinks of fencing as a “hiv-
ing chess game.” She has seen many aspects
of fencing, such as patiently waiting for an
opponent to-be drawn into an attacking

s

maode

fencing teacher for
0 a suceessful com-

Fusco is the prese
the gym class. Sheii
petitive fencer. She has coached two girls
who placed high in Jumior Olympics.

The team as a whole is facking experi-
ence: they will begin practicing in the Fall.

Matches will start in January and five meets
have already been scheduled.

Due to NCAA Division HI rules, none
of the teams at SCW can be officially listed
as teams. A school needs three competing
sports clubs to apply to the governing body
and become official teams. If the fencing
club successfully establishes itsetfas a club.
Athletic Director Steve Young said that he
would apply to the governing board of divi-
sion [} schoots with the request to officially
approve SCW's athletic teams.

{f anyone 1 interested in joining, please
speak to Ben-David.

Please contact
Marcie
Schneider or
Ziona Hochbaum
if you are
interested in
writing for The
Observer next
year.

TERM PAPERS TYPED

EDITING, ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ASSISTANCE, RUSH SERVICE

When final exams are over
put PAK MAIL to the test.

Packing up and heading for home is 2 multiple choice problem..
But your best solution is PAK MAIL.

We can custom package and crate everything from your high-
tech electronics, furniture and other fragile items to books and
clothing. So no matter what your packaging and shipping needs
are, PAK MAIL has the expertise and materials to ensure your
belongings arrive quickly and safely.

And that's how we make the grade —~ everyday.

PAKMIL.

CENTERS OF AMERICA
We Ship Anything, Anywhere®
Not The Post Office. The MOST Office.

99 Park Ave.

(at 39th Street)

New York, NY 10016
(212) 867.7823

FREE pickup from the dorm and
immediate area.

BONNE CLEANERS, LTD.

Simce 1965
56 Emat 341k Stroet
Between Park & Madison Avenoes
New York, N.Y. 10016

10% discount with YU ID
" phone: 689-3629

AVAILABLE,
RESUMES TYPED
CHAYA VASAS
(212) 568-2495

e Cbserver
245 Lexington Avenue
New York, New York
10016




