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Labor Strike Leads to Settlement

By Marcie Schacider

The YU Negotiating Coninint-
iee and leaders of the 199 National
Healih and Human Serviee F-
ployees Union reached an agree-
ment Tharsday, November 9. (ol
Tow g a day -fong strike iand neary
Sixoweeks wathout a contract
L non members voted vesterday on
the setilement

On Mondas . November 6, of-
fice desks emptied. cateterna crews
headed out and tibrarians left thewr
posts at 2 pan. Union members
implemented a work-stoppage ae-
tion “to show management that we
mean business,” said Clarence
Barrett. co-head of the SCW stike

Over fifty Labor Union 1199
workers gathered at 245 Lexington
Ave. to protesi what they consid-
ered w be a lack of cooperation by
the YU Negotiating Commilice
Workers were striking inan elfort
1o coerce management to rework
the fanguage of the job serviee
clause in-their contract

After four meetings with the
Negotiating Committee, labor
union members thought things had
We thought we had
a tentative agreement.” said Ray
Algaran, SCW strike co-head
W hen union feaders met with man-
agement on Sunday. November 5.
they brought up the issue of chang-
ing the language in the clause. The

been resolved. ™

Negotiating Comnuittee refused to
address the point. Barretr said.
Thus the mecting ended in a stale-
mate at 8 a.m. the following day

While strikers gathered oul-
side SCW. unjon organizers Juan
Gonzalers, Besta Silver und Tom
Winters met with the, negotiating
committee uptown. Every half-
hour messages were phoned in to
strikers 1o inform them of progress

All YU campuses felt the im-
pact- SCW and YC, both YU high
schools, and Cardozo Law Schooel
I-lant operations. maintenance.
housekeeping. lbravians, and caf-
cterta and clerival stafts made good
on earlier thrcats to stage o work-
stoppage action

Some of the far-reaching ct-
teets of the walkout included the

Curfew Imposed Barring
Women from YC Caf Store

By Aviva Frohlich

Recently, Rabbi Joshua
Cheifetz, YC Residence Halt Su-
pervisor. instructed security to en-
force a rule barring SCW students
from the YC convenience store af-
ter 8:30 p.m. Female students are
stiil allowed to congregate in the
Rubin tobby, but are not permitted
to go downstairs to the store.

The YC convenience store,
located in the basement of Rubin
Hali, has traditionally been a popu-
lar location to spend “cat card™
doliars. Known as the “Caf Store,”
it carries meals, snacks and other
items unavailable at SCW's
Milner’s Mart. The selection, a
major draw to students, includes a
variety of basic necessities, from
ready-made meals to shampoos.
Women have often taken advan-
tage of the store’s late hours.

Many SCW students feel the
newly-enforced rule is unfair.
“This is nothing but a double stan-
dard,” said Halana Krup, SCW "98.
“Why is it okay for guys to go to
Milner’s late at night but not for
girls to go to the Caf Store?”

“1t"s impossible for alot ot us
10 use up the money on our caf
cards without stocking up on food
from the store. What are we sup-
posed to do if the store is not ac-
cessible to us?” said Jennifer
Hellman, SCW "97.

SCW students are still permit-
ted to make their purchases earlier
in the evening, but the earlier hour
proves difficult to accommodate
students. Since the SCW cafeteria
closes at 7:30 p.m., the Caf Store
was a viable option for late-night
purchases.

“A Jot of classes don’t end
until 8:30 or9:00 p.m.,” said Shani
Pasternak, SSSB "9, “Are we ex-
pected to cut our classes just to get
to the Caf Store?™

Loutse Levontin, SCW "98,
stresses the fact that as Jong
are still in service, the Caf Store
should be open to SCW students.
“Funderstand that they don'tlet us
go in certain places after a certain
time, but the Caf Store should ber
available to women until the last

continued on pg. 5
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Union workers brave the cold for a strike outside SCW last Monday.

disrupiion of a catered dinner
planned in honor ot Df. Dov Noy,
Hebrew University Professor of
Folklore and tHebrew Laterature
The dinner had to be moved o
Mendy s restaurant for lack ol
winters. Prof. Peninah Schram,
chairwoman of the lecture. <aid. "1
had a personal anguish and tension
because it upset certain plans, You
depend
smoothly. but this upsct the apple
cart. Asot rned oot though. the
togistics worked out fine for as ™

on things ruaning

The remainder of'the evening went

on as planned
Umon member and plaint op-
crator Eduardo Clark dehineuated
the reason for the walkour =A
Stk 1s @ way to Jet management
continued on pg, 16

SCW Explores
Health Careers

By Talya Abrams

Although perplexed by the
title. many students attended Al-
pha Epsilon Delta Society’s “Al-
lied Health Night” on Monday.
October 23. Society president
Elana Milstein said the healthy
turnout was even better than she’d
expected. Five women from vari-
ous pre-heaith professions. includ-
ing optometry. genetic counseling.
oceupational therapy. nursing and
physician’s assistant. spoke about
their own careers, i.e. what they
entail and what the advantages and
disadvantages of their lines of
work are. "It was very informa-
tive about the flexibility of hours
each profession allows. Another
meaningful issuc was that all the
speakers were women. They dis-
cussed how rewarding each pro-
fession ts,” said nursing major

Yael Sudberg, SCW '97
Freshmen and seniors alike at-
tended the event. Some came to
explorc career options; others who
have already decided on a career
continued on pg. 4

Students, professors and
administrators flooded Koch
Auditorium at 1115 p.m. on No-
vember 6 for 2 memorial pro-
gram for Prime Minister
Yitzchak Rabin. In an over-
whelming turnout, students
lined the walls of the auditorium
to hear the words of Rosh
HaYeshiva Rabbi Dr. Norman
Lamm.

Tone Down Rhetoric,
Lamm Says

By Racheli Felsman and Marcie Schacider

Jewish Studics

Lamm was next to address
the SCW student body. He be-
gan with an explanation of the
cencept of mourning in Jewish
law. He said that in halacha,
there are two different reactions
o death, gninue and availut.
Aninut refers to a person s state
of mind before the buriat takes
place. Availut begins after

The service ¢ d
with the recitation of Tehillim,
led by Rabbi Ephraim
Kanarfoge!, chairman of the
Rebecca Ivry Depariment of

burial. and s for a pe-
riod of seven days. The differ-
ence between the two is that the
onain is freed from the perfor-
continued on

A
Classes were put on hold while all of SCW gathered for address by
University President Norman Lamm.

Inside the New Dorm

By Marcie Schaeider

The high arches, rounded win-
dows and small square courtyard
at 121 E. 29th St. will soon become
a familiar sight to SCW students.
These architectural accents will
greet students at the newly-ac-
quired Schottenstein Residence
Hall, Stem’s second dormitory.

On Friday. October 20, Dean
of Students Dr. Efrem Nulman.
Associate Dean of Students David
Himber. Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents Zelda Braun and Director of
Supporting Service Administration
Jeffrey Rosengarten, led student
leaders and members of the Student
Life Committee on a tour of the
building

Prior to the meeting,
trators had met to discuss recom-
mendations on how to most effec-
tively utilize common space in the
building. “We’ll match the input
from thiy meeting with input from
the administration’s meeting and

adminis-

compare,” Rosengarten said
“Most importantly, we're looking
for your [students’} input.”

Students were then fed on u
tour. At each stop. they were pre-
sented with the administration’s
proposal for space utilization. and
an informal vote was taken. No
permanent decisions were made

The building. purchased from
the Salvation Army. is actually two
distinct buildings adjoined by a
bridge. forming an "H’ shape. One
side has five floors, and the other.
eight. There are connections be-
tween the butldings on the tirstand
fifth floors. kach side of the build-
ing has one elevator

The difference between the
two buildings 15 roem layout. The
Lexington Ave. buildings boasts
indivdual rooms with adjoring
In the corners, three
rooms share a bathroom. In the
29th St building, there are cammu-
nal bathrooms, two per tloor
“They're traditional college bath-

bathrooms

rooms,” Braun said, The rooms in

this building are a little bigger than
in the other
ontdnued an pg. 4




Page 2

THE OBSERVER

November 14, 1995

" Letters to the
Editor

096000006000 000000s0R000ssCOOIRRIOIISIOIOIROIROSTOETS

My Life,
My Times

It & time to tmplement a new policy
regardmg the distribution of The New York
Fimes in Brookdale Hall, Perhaps thete is a
nusconception that the newspapers that sit
i a pile next to the elevators are available
ona finst-come. first-served basis. Hopefully,
now that you are aware that this ts not the
these actions will not continue,

Students signed up at Student Senvices
and have pard subsenptions to the Times,
either for a class requirement or for thetr own
cdification. Regardiess of thewr motivation
for reading the paper. it 1s their property
When a student who pays for the paper is
not able 1o take one since someone else has
already taken it the person who took the
paper is not only being inconsiderate but is
also stealing. 1f a book were feft on a library
study desk and you were interested in the
book but knew that it probably belonged to
the student that possessed the knapsack on
the seat nearby, would you take the book?

T'he newspapers are usually stacked in
a large pile. depending on the time of mora-
ing. Some of the papers. those belonging to
students who subscribe directly through the
Times and have eliminated the school as
ntermediary, are affixed with name lab:

A Disturbing
Sign

There seems to be a lack of respect.
derech eret=. tor other students who are try-
ing to organize events. display their accom-
plishments or even announce the happy oc-
casion of a fellow student’s engagement in
the elevator, T was very disturbed that when
| came back to school this week, among all
the usual engagement notices in the eleva-
tor. one with a picture of the happy couple
had a special note on it not to deface the
photo. About a month ago, another sign just
like this one was hung in the elevator and
someone proceeded to draw all over the pic-
ture. | think that it 15 unfortunate that in a
college environment - especially one like
Stern - that it is necessary to tell the students
to respect one another’s freedom and prop-
erty

Last year. a terrible defacement took
place. ruining an art student’s work that was
displayed in the schoot building. This year.
1 have noticed. besides the defaced engage-
ment sign in the clevator, that the environ-
mental club signs keep being remaved from
the waills of the dorm and have had to be
replaced a number of times.

Whether you agree or disagree with the
engagement signs in the elevator. an event

The rest of
the hands/of;\ny student passing the hall.
hopetully working on the honor system m
which only those who have rightfully paid
are helping themselves to a paper.

1 think that it is time that some thought
and action go into developing a new system.
tor 1 have already been cheated out of my
paper several times this year and 1 am sure |

7777 “he papers are left vulnerable to

_am not alone. One of the guards suggested

that a list of the subseribers be given to them
and that each moming they would either la-
bel the papers or simply keep the papers by
their station requiring the subscribers to ask
the guards for the paper each morning. The
current system of newspaper distribution has
failed, and it is time for a change. It is sim-
ply not fair to make the subscribers come
down and get a paper at 7 a.m. just to assure
that they receive what they have already paid
for.
Racheli Felsman, SCW 98

ihat s beig publicized or something else
that is being displayed, if it is in the
appropiately designated sign-hanging area,
has a right to remain on the wall. If you don’t
want to get involved in the event and/or
project being publicized or have a problem
with the newly-engaged couple, write and
get approval to hang up a counter-sign, but
do not deface or remove any of the signs that
are already up. Even if you don’t care about
the environment, for example, or about the
speaker of the day and the young couple who
Just got engaged, some of your fellow stu-
dents do. They have put in time, money and
effort on whatever it is that is being dis-
played. If you don’t want to be involved, no
one is going to force you, but is it fair to
deprive your fellow students of the informa-
tion for them to make their own decistons?
Show a little respect for those that care.
Elisheva Wohlgemuth, SCW’96
Student Alliance for Global Awareness

Moving

LS. News and World Report’s annual

guide to America’s best colleges has Yeshiva
* University talking.

YU has moved up into the second tier
of school’ in the survey. We're last on that
1ist, but only because it 1s alphabetical. Our
median SAT-ACT scores - 1060 to 1310 -
are actually the highest of the second tier
schools. Another impressive number. that
even Harvard and Yale can't match is our-
student/faculty ratio of 10:1, one of the best
in the country. YU’s per-student expenditure
0f $22,199 is afso on par with many first tier
schools. This includes student activities,

on Up

meals and dorming. Areas where YU does
not fare as well include graduation rates and
an unusually high acgéptance rate. Admin-
istration officials say that YU’s highly tar-
geted applicant pool explains the high ac-
ceptance rate. The reason for the low gradu-
ation rate is the acceptance of students to
YU's Joint Israel Program who do not con-
tinue at YU when they retum to the U.S.

YU has rcason to be proud. But we all
know there’s room for in-:provenem, Did the
magazine ever think of ranking square feet
per student?

Dina Bogner
Cultural Arts Editor
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Speaking Out

Editors Note: This letter was written several days before the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin

With all these foreign dignitaries in New
York City for the United Nations 50th anni-
versary, crazy things were bound to happen.
Banquets, rallies, motorcades, and traffic
jams were anticipated, but who would have
expected a notorious terrorist and murderer,
Yasir Arafat, to be welcomed as a dignitary
into America, a country that denounces ter-
rorism? Apparently, there are some Jews
who have “forgotten” about the monstrosi-
ties that the PLO, under Arafat’s leadership,
committed against our brethren. A group of
Jews actually invited this murderer to speak
at their shul on 39th Street and Lexington
Avenue on Monday, October 23. Obviously,
many people were appalled and horrified,
and therefore a demonstration was sched-
uled.

1 went with my friends to show my an-
ger. The rally consisted of about 30 protest-
ors. We were a small but vehement group.
We were students, businesspeople, house-
wives, bachurei veshiva, rebbeim, and Israe-
lis. We came together because we all care
about the fate of our Home, our Land, Ereiz

Yisrael.

When [ saw Arafat cqme out of that shul,
my memory was jogged.’ [ remembered the

terrorism, the bus bombings, and the mur-
ders ordered by this man. I remembered the
endless pain he caused our people by the
deaths of husbands, wives, fathers, mothers,
sons, daughters, brothers and sisters. It is
impossible not to feel hatred towards this evil
man who can be called the Hitler of our gen-
eration.

That night, | attended another rally out-
side Avery Fisher Hall, where Rabin and
Peres were speaking at a dinner for officials
of various governments. This time we were
protesting Rabin’s and Peres’ leadership of
Israel, asking: How are they literally giving
our land over to our enemies after promis-
ing in their campaign platform not to do s0?

There were more protestors at this rally
than at the earlier one. Many people who had
come to the protest during the day also came
at night. We held up a huge banner that read:
THIS IS NOT A PEACE PROCESS. THIS
IS A BLOODY PROCESS. We yelled at
people passing by who were on their way
inside to the dinner. We all stood there united
against the forces that are tearing our people
apart.

Sincerely,

Meredith Gaisin, SCW 97

Thanks For the Visits

1'would like to publicly acknowledge the
charitable works of the Bikur Cholim Com-
mittee of Stern College for Women.

Recently, my father was hospitalized in
the Beth Israel Medical Center. The two vis-
its paid to him over that turbulent four-day
period by five students from the college had
a very positive effect on his temperament as
well as on his health. Besides fuifilling the

mitzvah for which their society is named, my -
father’s visitors made a kiddush Hashem. |
would like to thank them both collectively
and individually for their help in, speeding
my father’s refuah. T am certain that he is
not the first person they have so impressed
and that he will not be the last. Thank you.
" Sincerely,
Shimon Oppenheim, YC ‘97
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Message from the Executive Editor
Giuliani’s Lesson

By Ziona Hochbaum
New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani
was fully aware that his cgection of PLO
Chairman Yasir Arafat from a concert for
world leaders would ignite controversy. And
he was prepared to take the heat
Statesmen in town for the United Na-
tions' SOth anneversary celebration were in-
vited to a special performance of the NY
Philharmonic at Lincoln Center. Giuliant
said his reasons for asking Av
stemmed from personal convictions: he be-
heves that an erstwhile internations

to leave

ist does not deserve the hospitality @
an honored gucest. He insisted that he never
issued Arafatan invitation to the concert. The
PLO Mission 1o the UN then produced a et
1er to the contrary

Whether or not an mvitation was ¢x-
tended is not the issue. The attacks on
Giuliani began before the existence of a UN
invitation became known. Arab groups, the
White House. the State Department, and
former NYC Mayors Koch and Dinkins
roundly condemned Giuliani for his “dis-
courtesy,” while Orthodox Jewish groups
ratlied - literally - to his defense, praising
his courage on the steps of City Hall. (A
delegation of SCW students atiended the
rally.)

His critics are probably night: Giuliani

is a lousy diplomat. He ts not the kind of

person we send to Bosnia to broker a

ceasefire. But what does it mean to be a dip-
lomat? In U.N. parlance, it means cowering
betore dictators and tiptoeing around time-
1ables. In American politics. it means stand-

ing up for a principle only after you've seen
2 poll that says you won't be alienating oo
many people and jeopardizing your reelec-
tion. How many politictans today are will-
ing to say - let alone o - anything that would
invite the scornful criticism that Giuliam
unfalteringly withstood?

So whether or not the Mayor had poli-
ties on his mind doesn 't really matter. What
he did was courageous, both as a human

being and as a politician. We can agree with -

him. or we can disagree, but either way - like
him - we should not be afraid to take the heat

Message From TAC President

Dear Fellow Stern Students.

This letter is addressed to alt the girls
who stop me in the elevators, hallways and
classrooms to ask about TAC. This letter is
for all the new students who have signed up
for clubs, but still do not “feel” involved.
This letter is for you and your friends to help
you become aware of what TAC can do for
you!

The best way to find out what TAC is
really about is to get involved in all our great
programs. There are TAC events that take
plage in Stern nightly, and everyone should
be aware of these wonderful opportunities:
Monday - BUDS, 8 p.m.; Tuesday - parsha
shiur, 10 p.m.; Wednesday - Rabbi Hochberg
shiur, 7:30 p.m.

. Writers are needed for Bina Yeteira, and
fellow students are looking for tutors on all
different levels.

For those who are not so much into the
learning programs, extra hands are always
needed to raise tzedaka, hang up signs and
help keep the beif midrash tidy. Furthermore,

every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

there is bikur cholim at Beth Israel Hospital.
and TAC even provides free transportation.

TAC really covers the whole gamut of
activities, and we always have a full calen-
dar. For some special events, please refer to
the monthly TAC calendar posted on the

sixth-floor bulletin board.

Not only are we busy during the week,

but TAC works hard on the weekends. Our
Shabbatonim have been HUGE successes.
The next TAC—qunsored Shabbaton will be
very special. On December 22-23, TAC, in
conjunction with NCSY-YACHAD, will be
hosting a Shabbaton here. More information
will follow, but please save the date!
- Now that the year is fully into swing. so
is TAC. Don’t let wonderful Stem opportu-
nities pass you by. Take up the Torah; take
Advantage of the possibilities; take charge
of your life... Take TAC!

Rena May

TAC President

The TAC Tzedakah Committee is proud to
announce that, starting mid-November, we
will be selling WEDDING SHTICK. Stay
tuned for more details...

...Also, we’d like to inform the SCW student

body that as a result of notebook sales, TAC
donated money to the following
organizations: Hatzolah of Wahington
Heights, Shalvah and Count Me In.
Tizku Umitzvot!

Message From SCWSC President

Fellow Students-

1 hope that everyone enjoyed their va-
cation and that you are finally scttling hack
nto your school routines. Now that our year
15 10 full swing | would hike to take the op-
portunity 1o discuss an issue that is crucial
for etfective student government

There are a number of commitiees and
governing bodies in this school that have
been created to better serve the student body
and address any 1ssues or needs that are im-
portant to the women of this instiution, As
a student feader. | leel thatt s snperatn e
that the students and these committees in
teract moorder that we hise s productive snd
constructive _\CI\K

he Studem Fate Cotmittee plavsit sie
niticant rofe i dealing with issues that at-
feet student hife on campus. The committee
makes a strenuous effort to hear all requests
and complaints in an attempt 1 voice to the
administration our needs as a group

The Library Committee, aithough play-
ing a behind-the-scenes role. Is active in
improving conditions in those arcas. a3 wel)
as helping the libranans keep abreast of stu-
dent needs in the library, such as accommo-
dating exam schedules by remainmg open
extra hours, and pointing out matenals that
may be lacking, so that the fibrartes can be a
user-friendly arca o Stern

Many of you have probably spent a
good deal of time in the Stern College cat-
cteria, and no doubt have found arcas where
service could be improved - items that you
thought should be available were missing.
or maybe there is a particutar item that you
Tiked that is no longer on the menu. The Food
Services Committee 1s the vehicle that at-
tempts to resolve these problems and they
work along-side the cafeteria staff 1o help
make improvements when feasible

The Student Senate is another body that
plays an important role in student life. Al
though it is not always obvious, they are in-
tegral in helping to design academic policies

thaat woaer SEW

Fach ot these roups works o

the approprige admistrators, who are cu-
wer to by of assistance so that our nevds can
he miet

So what do § want from you? Well, st
| checked. Tknow very Tew people who are
mind readers and 1 eertnnby don’t count
myselt among those that claim t be able o,
and | think |ean speak for the other mern-
hers of the committees i sasang the same
tor them. 1 vou hasve a problem. or a vom-
plaint PLEASE TELL E S Weare here tor
vou, b e can 't address issues that we
don'tknow ubout. Please contact the appro-
priate committees and tell them what yvou
think. {1 you don’tkarow to whorm d certam
complaint should be addressed. feel frevto
eetin touch with me at any time and Fall
direct it o the right piuce

1'm ROt guaranteeing nstant results, but
| can assure you that if a request s legtti-
mate we will attempt w il o the best
of our abilities

GOOD LOCCK onall of sour nudienms
- and relax - it you mess up. there's always
finals!

ltana Barber

President SCWSC

Message from SSSB President

Hi! 1 hope everyone enjoyed the Yom
Tov break and is ready for the long haul unti!
winter break.

Our annual Career Fair was a great suc-
cess. Representatives from numerous firms.
including Arthur Anderson. Met Life, Grey
Advertising, as well as organizations like
Ohel Family Services and the Jewish Week.
attended. 1 hope everyone gained from the
experience as much as 1 did.

The first annual SSSB Shabbaton took
place November 3-4, and featured one of
NY s funnicst rabbis. Rabbi Neil Fleishman.
His entertaining shiur impressed those in
attendance.

Good luck to all accounting majors who
have begun the interviewing process and
good luck to cveryone on midterms.

Barbara Poliak

SSSB President

WORD PERFECT

Term Papers Typed
Resumés Prepared
Tapes Transcribed

gstmg & Eng[ug _[anguagz_cq:n":itancz —

?"Od

CHAYA VASAS
(212) 568-2495

RUSH SERVICE AVAILABLE . .
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Career Fair:
Not Just for Sy Syms

SCW and YO students speak with representanive. collect literature
and submit resumes at Career Fair '95.

By Kim Ohayon

SCW and Y students crowded into
Belfer Hall to explore Career Fair on Mon-
day October 23, sponsored by the Office of
Job Placement and Career Services, The fair
gave students the chance to find out about
various job opportunities. Students met rep-
resentatives fromt prestigious firms, asked
questions and-presented resumes.

Some non-Sy Syms students. under the
impression that they were not invited. did
not attend. One SCW speech pathology
major said that had she not spoken to Naomi
Kapp. she would not have known that the
Fair could serve her interests. She is thank-
ful that she did attend and give out resumes,
because she is now in contact with a poten-
tial employer.

Nearly 50 companies were represented,
from Grey Advertising to MetLife to the
Gap. Russ Toys,..and Women in Communi-
cations, inc

*] was really pleasantly surprised that
there were companies representing some-
thing else besides business. There were
companies there for Psychology majors and
health sciences.” said Tamar Bomzer, SCW
'97.

Some maintained, however, that the
event was unfairly geared especially for
business majors, as most of the company
vepresentatives were from business firms.
“The place was crammed with tables,” said
Sarah Bensimon, SCW °97, a journalism
major. “But | only found three tables that
were remotely related to my field.”

Most students found the Fair to be help-
ful and informative, even if they were not
successtul in landing a job. “I'm glad I got
10 see what's out there,” said an accounting
major. “Plus, I got a free pen.”

. Some students felt that the Office of
Career Services, wanting to fill the room,
neglected to tell non-business majors how
few companies would be coming from their
major. “Perhaps if the Fair were held at the
midtown campus, other companies would
have attended.” said Naomi Kapp. “But
there are more students uptown.”

According to Yeshiva Today, the YU
newspaper, the margin between SCW and
YC students is shrinking, and there are about

only 200 more men enrolled than women

It probably depends what you're look-
ing for.” said Rachel Heliman, SCW '96.
~And since my field is computers and it's a
growing field, there were opportunities. But
1 found it a little overwhelming because 1
didn’t know where 1o start.” Most SCW
women were not well directed in finding
their way through Weissberg Commons.
While students received pamphlets naming
the companies, and the Office of Career Ser-
vices was on hand to advise students in spe-
cific majors as to which tables they should
visit, amap or seating chart might have been
helpfui.

“The highlight for me was when a rep-
resentative accepted my resume and said
*1'11 make sure it will get to the right depart-
ment’ or ‘this s the address you should mait
it to.” That was great,” Hellman said.

There was a turnout of 400 to 450 stu-
dents. Career and placement advisor
Adrienne Wolff said that this year saw a
much better turnout than previous years.
“First of all there is the increase in school
size, plus more and more students are be-
coming aware of the fact that the Placement
Office isn't just Sy Syms.” i

Allied Health Night

continued from pg. 1

came to confirm that they had made the right
choice. Students fearned about which pre-
requisites they need for particular programs.
Many were interested in the salaries earned
in various jobs. One student was even so
daring as to ask each speaker individually
whether she regretted not going “all the
way,” i.e. to medical school, but, instead,
into other health professions that require less
schooling. The objective of the society is to
stimulate an appreciation of the importance
of pre-medical education, and to premote

cooperation and contacts between medical

and pre-medical students. Its organizers
hope that through their efforts, students will
become more knowledgeable about new and
constantly changing health-related careers.
_Foranyone interested in becoming part
of the society, there' will bé a mesjing the
second week in November. For further in-
formation, contact Elana Milstein or Talya
Abrams.

First Look at New Dorm

continued from pg. 1

Common spaces whose purposes are
<0l 1o be decided are located throughout the
butlding.

i erghth-floor room used by the Sal-
Vation Ay as i reading room may et
that same function as a student study hatl
Sunshine spills in through arched w indows,
brightening up the room. I'wao side roonis

branching oft the main study arca will prob-

ably be used either as group study rooms or
as vomputer prnting rooms, SSSB President
Barbara Pollak noted that the demand for
study halls willbe lessened as a result ot the
privacy of individual rooms Study halls
won't be needed as much as get-together
rooms and growg study rooms.” Pollak said

A terrace on the opposite side of the

building offers an outdoor alternative for
student events or for studving,

Plans to use the larger second-floor bed-
roonis either to house Shabbat guests or stu-
dent leaders were discussed. The possibility
of transforming them into additional dorm

TOOMS Wiy also con.\ldcrcd “Sometunes
space usage depends on enrollment.”
Rosengarten said.

TAC President Rena May suggested
changing some of the big lounges on the
second floor into bedrooms to alleviate
Brookdale Hall's overcrowding. Nulman
nixed the idea on the grounds that, " We don’t
want to recreate what you feel is Brookdale
Hall.” Rosengarten added, “We don’t nec-
essarily have to get rid of the [independent
housing] apartments.”

On the Lexington Ave. side of the first
floor is a large room with a microphone and
raised platform. This room is ideal for lec-
tures and meetings, and could also function
as a student lounge.

The building is equipped with a full-size
kitchen, capable of accommodating com-
plete catering services. Shabbatonim and
dinners may take place there. In the mean-
time, the dining area will most likely remain
multipurpose, doubling as a study hall, meet-
ing room or co-ed lounge. Moveable parti-
tions will serve to delineate purpose.

The basement laundry room is equipped
with utility-size washers and dryers, and also
contains ironing boards. The proposal to uti-
lize this space for an exercise room may be
hindered by the room’s design. A low ceil-
ing of service and drainage pipes may not
be granted authorization for removal.

Though individual rooms lack air con-
ditioning, the administration is currently
exploring options for its installment. Of pri-
mary concern is the issue of blocking the
windows with the air-conditioning units, sti-
fling outside air and sunlight, as well as di-
minishing the appearance of the rooms’ size.

The faculty, staff, architects and engi-
neers are working together in dealing with
two specific categories of work. The first is
code compliance and safety. Adherence to
fire codes and zoning laws is imperative in
the building’s remodeling. Also, student-re-
lated ck must be i d. One
such technological advance is Category-Five
cabling, “which can carry every type of sig-
nalling we need to send through it,”
Rosengarten said. “It enables computers,
internet, phones, TV, and it’s guaranteed for

15 years. We're also considering an internal
phone system enabling intercampus connec-
tions.”

Not all improvements will be imple-
mented on day one. “It’s like buying a new
pocketbook- you don’t fill every compart-
ment on the first day,” Rosengarten said.

Several agenda items were not dis-
cussed at the meeting. The questions of who
moves in, how, and to what rooms are is-
sues to be tackled in upcoming meetings
between the administration and the Student
Life Committee. Also, van service is a cru-

cial topie yet to be resolved. "We must be
sure of one point- this is a dorm, notan out-
side apartment,” Braun said, stressing the
importance of areliable, wor kable transpor-
Gtion system. “As a college with two rest
denee halls, our goad s Mudiny.™

Other student coneerns include allocat-
ing places fora caf store. Milner's equiva
Jent and a prane room

[uition will not be aflected by the pur-
chase of the building, =1t witl remain con-
sistent with the pattern of tuition nereases
for national private instituions.” Nulman
said. Also. fundraising is currently under-
way. “We're in the midst of Tundeasiog ac-
tivities,” Nulman said. “Arcas of the build-
ing will be dedicated by people pledging
their support.”

in tight of all the changes taking place.
the building is not physically ready for use
until September. In addition. Nulman suid.

“[t's casier to have people move in to where
they re going to Tive instead of having people
shift and shuftle.” N
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Caf Store

continued from pg. 1
van,” she said.

Some students were quick to come up
with suggestions of their own. Gayte Tocker,
SCW 90, believes there should be at least
one late hour available to women to purchase
the goods they need

“1I'm tired of Stern’s being second rate
o YO 1t's not our fault that the facilities are
all uptown, What are they going to do next -
close the library to us at 8:30 p.m.”" said one
SCW sophomore.

Jake Lieberman, Y Head of Food Ser-
vices, promised to bring up the matter at the
next committee meeting. Dean of Students
Efrem Nulman also offered to investigate the
situation.

Rabbi Chetfetz cited the rule in the stu-
dent handbook that states that women are
only allowed downstairs during regular caf-
eteria hours, which end at 8:30 p.m. He in-
sisted that this rule has always been in effect
and that be is simply enforcing it. He agreed
to Jook into the matter more closely.

SCW students who take time out of their
schedules for the hour of travel time uptown
who used to have the option of shopping in
the Caf Store after a shiur. a visit to the Ji-
brary. or club meetings find the rule to be
intrusive. I was allowed in the cal'store one
night, and the next mght | wasn™t” said
Elisheva Wohlgemuth, SCW 06, "1t's ri-
diculous™

New Freshman

Wurzweiler Spreads the Word

By Elisheva Wohlgemuth

According to a recent New York Timey
article, human service s the number one
occupational ficld in New York City, and 1s
expected (o experience an increase in growth
and popularity around the country. Naomi
Lazarus, Director of Admissions of
Wurzweiler School of Social Work held a
meeting with SCW women on Thursday,
October 26, about the various graduate pro-
grams WSSW has to offer.

Many SCW students attend Wurzweiler
after they complete a Bachelor’s or on the
unique five-year program, which includes
three years at Stern or Yeshiva Colleges,
Israel included, and then two years at
WSSW. Upon completing five years, onc
receives a Bachelor’s and Master’s in social
work. The only drawback to the program ts
if one does not complete it, she is left with-
out even a Bachelor’s degree.

“It is a gamble worth taking, [ don’t
anticipate anything hindering roe from com-
pleting the program.” one student said. Many
others agreed. The joint program begins at
the end of the junior year and special courses
are required. If a student is apprehensive
about entering graduate school in social
work. Lazarus assures that academically and
in the field work requirement, “Stern stu-
dents excel. It stems from their open-
mindedness, desire to share themselves and
the whole chesed notion of Judaism.™

WSSW offers three unique programs

and Sophomore

Officers Elected

By Susan Jacobs

On Wednesday, September 20 during
Club Hour, SCW Student Council held elec-
tions for officers of the freshman and sopho-
more classes. The freshman class elected a
full board, while the sophomore class only
needed to fill the positions of secretary and
treasurer. For the freshman class, Nessa
Blum won the presidential race, Elizabeth
Renna is vice president, Aliza Koenigsborg
is secretary, and Shalva Schwartz is trea-
surer. Aliza Friedman and Penina Savitsky
were elected sophomore secretary and trea-
surer, respectively.

These elections appear to have been a
great surprise to the students eligible to vote.
Only 90 sophomores voted in the two con-
tested races (four students ran for Secretary,
two for Treasurer). In the freshman class,
only five ballots were cast, probably because
the four candidates were running unopposed.

Perhaps many students were as confused
as Malka Bachakashvilli, SCW 99, who said
“What elections? When did they happen?”
One sophomore said that she would have
voted but publicity was lacking. “They didn’t
publicize when to vote or where to vote,” she
said. “They just said to vote.”

Colorfui fliers posted around the school
building and Brookdale Residence Hall pro-
claimed the names of candidates and the
positions they were running for, but many
students did not feel well enough informed
about the candidates and their plans for of-
fice. Miriam Ben Ezra, SCW "98, said, 1
would like to have known what each indi-
vidual candidate would have had to say. |
would like to have heard a debate about their
plans and what they would like to change.”

Aliza Friedman, the new sophomore
secretary, attended Midreshet Moriah last
year, and is from Baltimore, MD. She served
on her high school student council as well
as the one in Midreshet.

“Because of my previous experience |
think I'l] do a good job,” she said. “1'1l take

into account the views of other class mem-
bers and try to the best of my ability to rep-
resent their ideas.™

Penina Savitsky, sophomore treasurer,
is another alumna of Midreshet Moriah.

During her years at YU's Central High.

School, Savitsky was a member of a chesed
club and also started a tzedaka committee.
At SCW she hopes to continue her active
involvement in school activities. “I want to
make the Sophomore class the best that
Stem has ever had,” Savitsky said.

Nessa Blum, freshman president, haits
from Miami Beach where she attended pub-
lic high school. She came to SCW seeking
an atmosphere conducive to religious
growth. Though this is her first time being
involved in student government, she is en-
thugiastic about leading her class.

Elizabeth Renna, freshman vice presi-
dent, is a graduate of Tikva High School in
New Haven, CT, and lives in Colts Neck,
NJ. She came to SCW for the strong Jewish
environment, following in the footsteps of
many of her family members who are YU
alumni. She looks forward to working
closely with the board.

Aliza Koenigsborg, freshman secretary,
graduated from Central High School and
lives in Kew Garden Hills, NY. She served
as student counci! treasurer in high school.

Shalva Schwartz, freshman treasurer,
another graduate of Central High School,
lives in Woodmere, NY. She plans to be
very active in school activities. She said,
“My goal for the year is to umie the fre
man class to make an impact.”

SCWSC President Hana Barbér, S( W
"96, anticipates succ and cooperation
from the newly-clected class officers. “'m
glad that there were-many peopte who
showed interest in running for their class
boards. 1 look forward to working with these
new boards in what I hope will be a produc-
tive year.™

. the West Bank are being addressed

which take into consideration every student’s
needs to make the most accommodating
schedule. The first program is called the
concurrent program, which runs from fali to
spring for two years. First-year classes are
in generic social work courses and commu-
mty. The second year gives students the op-
portunity to pick a concentration either in
casework or community needs.

The second program s calted the block
program. This was established to aid Jewish
students who wanted to study in the Jewish
Communal Service program and live outside
New York. This program takes three years
to complete. Classes are given in New York
for an intensive eight weeks each summer
and ficld work is arranged in an agency for
the remaining months. Placement can usu-
ally be arranged in the U.S. Canada or Is-
racl

The third option is a plan for employed
people. A current job in an agency-type or-
ganization would serve as personal field

work, and courses are grven Thursday nights
and all day Sunday

“t fthe mecting| was « very well done
presentation, in which sll my guesuons were
answered and the expressive warmth shown
by Naoms Lazarus towards the Stem students
was very reassunng.” said bstie Lewkowitz
SCW 96

[Lazarus suggests that students should
check outall the schools in the area and look
for a school that fits thewr needs. because
social work 1s a very personal and mtimate
ficld and one should practice 1 the mos
comfortable sctting

The meetng organized by the Sociol
ogy Club “was a great success,” said Socs
ology Club President Chaya Strasberg. SCW

5. "People seemed really interested i ths

informative presentation about Wurzweiler ™
Co-Prestdent Susan Shapiro, SCW 97
added, “We were very impressed with the
attendance at the mectng. It shows that the
Wurzweiler program is taken senousty

— ——— ——
After the lecture, students challenge Shetreet (right). From left: Susie Shepper, Shulamis Juni,
Dana Schwartz and Devra Rosenfeld.

Religion Minister Promotes Peace
Agenda in Address at SCW

By Ziona Hochbaum and Elisheva
Wohlgemuth

While New York played host to digni-
taries in town for the United Nation’s 50th
anniversary, SCW got a visit from I[srael’s
Minister of Religious Affairs, Professor
Shimon Shetreet, who spoke on the Middle
East peace process and the future of religious
life in Israel.

Shetreet has served as a Knesset mem-
ber since 1988, and was appointed to his
current post last May. Before that he served
as Minister of Science and Development and
of Economics and Infrastructure. He holds
a law degree from Hebrew University and &
doctorate from the University of Chicago.

Shetreet addressed the student body
very candidly about his personal feelings
regarding the peace process. He supports
territorial compromise, calling it “a calcu-
lated risk we take for peace.” Shetreet feels
strongly that if the only way to achieve peace
is to give over land and leave areas of Israel
in the hands of the Palestinians, then that is
what has to be done. “Terrorism can be con-
trolled if the peace process exists, but with-
out it at all, the end of terrorism seems un-
likely,” he said.

Security concerns for Israeli settlers on

said. Alternate roads, bypassing areas com-
ing under Palestinian control, are currently
ungler construction. The road to Ber Lechem
is expected to be finished by the end of De-
cember, while the new road to Chevron will
be completed in March. The cost of peace
can be as great as the cost of war. Isracl needs®
81 hillionfor the redeployment of soldiers,
refocation of army bases and construction ot
roads. as woll as an additional S5 12 mik-
The Parliament

lion in anticipated costs

continues to discuss plans concerning
Jerusalem, Maateh Adumim. Gush Etzion.
Efrat, Jordan Vailey. Ein Gedi. and Beit
Sh’an, to try 1o achieve the best possible
settlement gam for next year. Shetreet as-
serted that Jerusalem will forever remain
Israel’s capital. and is even expanding i3
borders to include new neighborhoods

He dented that there is a civil war erupt-
ing between religious and sccular Jews
[srael. According to Shetreet. 36%0 of Israc-
lis define themsel s masord im. tradi-
tional Jews; 12%0 as dati im. observant: tour
percent as charedim. uitra-Orthodox: and
48% as chilonim, non-observant. Repeat-
edly referring to ~Jewish culture,” he stressed
the need to transmit Jewish values to Istaelt
youth. Israel’s founding fathers envisioned
a State both Jewish and democratic. “We
want to maintain this equation.” he said.

After 100 vears of organized Zionism.
there are four-and-a-halt million Jews in Is-
rael. “[f two million would ve come in | 948,
we’d have the West Bank with no problem.
We'd be better off. The' boundaries would
be different.” Shetreet said.

Shetreet urged Di
a partnership with Israel, which can be ac-
complished by going on alivah. making do-
nations and investments and voicing politi-
cal support. “We should not exchange grm—
cisms but rather try to have mutual respect.”
he said. 3

fuarlier that week, Congress had passed
aresolution to move the Amenican bmbassy
from Tel Avivto Jerisafem by 1999481 S+

spora Jewry to form

secunty allows. Stetrdet urgdl the audience™

10 Voice support for, such measares. -
One of Sheétreet's primary,concems s

- continuédon pg 11
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Journalists Gather at

SCW Holocaust
Conference

Scholars Examine Media
Coverage of the Holocaust

By Shani Feld

Every day, Journalists make decisions
about what information is newsworthy, and
their choices directly affect our knowledge
of the world. The universal gquestion of why
so many people did nothing to help the Fu-
ropean Jews during World War [T was re-
visited with that reality in mind at the Inter-
disciplinary Holocaust Studies Confercnce.
~Sournalism and the Holocaust, 1933-1945.7
The conference. which ook place October
22-24 at Stem College, was the third in six
years to be sponsored by the Eli and Diana
Zborowski Chair.

“The uming is especially good.” said Dr.
Jetfrey Gurock, Jewish history professor at
SCW and YC and one of the conference or-
ganizers. He pointed out that 1995 marks the
50th anniversary of the Allied fiberation of
Europe, and that inereased attention has been

- focused on the Holocaust.
Participating scholars attempted to de-

Dr. Lucjan Dobroszycki,
Holocaust Scholar,
Died at Age 70

Dr. Lucjan Dobroszycki

By Amira Rubin

Funeral services for Dr. Lucjan
Dobroszycki were held Friday morning.
October 27, in Jerusalem. Born in Poland on
January 15, 1925, Dobroszycki was a survi-
vor of the Lodz ghetto. After sruviving the
Holocaust, he went on to author, edit and co-
author dozens of books and scholarly papers
in Hebrew, English, Polish and German. His
works are used in Jewish History classes at
SCW. Since 1985 he had been the appointed
occupant of the Zbrowski Chair at Yeshwva
University. He also served as a visitng fac-

“ulty member at Yale University, the City
Universities of New York and the Univer-
sity of Connecticut.

He died at age 70 Tuesday, October 24,
at Mt. Sinai Hospital in Manhattan. He is
survived by his wife Felicja and daughter
Joanna.

termine how much people knew about the
Holocaust during 1933-1945, based on me-
dia coverage at the tme in Germany, the LS
and other countries - Axis, Allied and neu-
tral.

Protessors from Yeshiva, Harvard and
Columbia Universities. as well as American
and foreign journalists who reported during
the war discussed such topics as: “America’s
Press and the Holocaust,” *Reflections of the
Holocaust in the Leading German Newspa-
pers.” “What the French Could Know
through Their Press About the Arvest of the
Jews,”*Antisemitism, the Holocaust and the
British Press.” and “The Clandestine Press
in the Warsaw CGhetto™

“Many people feet that what happened
in Auschwitz, Sobibor. Babi-Yar. and hun-
dreds of other places in Europe during the
Holocaust just affected the Jews. but they
are wrong,” said Danielle Keats, SCW '97,
whe attended some of the lectures. “lt af-
fected all of humanity. Lessons still need to
be lcarned. That's why seminars... must be
given.”

The prevailing explanation for the lack
of action to rescue the Jews from extermi-
nation is that many people were unaware of
the tragedy that was occuring, But was this
“ignorance” really just another form of anti-
Semitism? And, if so, what role did the me-
dia play in perpetuating it” These are some
of the questions the speakers addressed.

Celebrated Broadcaster
Delivers Keynote Address

By Ziona Hochbaum

Questions about the Holocaust are al-
ways casier 1o ask than they are to answer
Marvin Kalb noted this at the beginnimg of
his address, calling the Holocaust a subject
that “makes pygmies of us all.” Kalb deliv-
cred the conference’s keynote address on
October 22 in Koch Auditorium.

His name is familiar to most ot our par-
ents, who remember his 30 years m broad-
casting - firstas chief diplomatic correspon-
dent for CBS and NBC, then as moderator
of NBC's Mect the Press. A best-selling
author of both fiction and non-fiction, Kalb
is now Edward R. Murrow Professor of Press
and Public Policy atthe JFK School of Gov-
ernment of his alma mater. Harvard Univer-
sity. The Holocaust has personal meaning
to him: nearly all ot his father’s family per-
ished.

According to Kalb, American Jews who
followed the Yiddish press and the report-
ing of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency were
among the first to learn what was happen-
ing to the Jews in Europe. 20,000 peaple
filled Madison Square Garden in July 1942
to protest the mass killings. But the first re-
ports from Europe of Hitler's announcement
of his “Final Solution™ were viewed with
suspicion in Washington.

By December 1942, it was all con-
firmed. Nevertheless, coverage was
marginalized. Kalb said

The question is why. Why did the New
York Times place an article about one mil-
lion Jews being killed on an inside page?

1 Dr. Marvin Kalb (right) delivers keynote
‘ address. Lecture Chairman Seymour
l Topping (left) lnoks on.

“How could such stories not overcome the
front pages of every newspaper?” Kalh
asked. He did notequivocate i ndicting
New York Times for its fallure o take the
lead in the world of journahsm during the
Holocaust, as it would do later by pubhish-
ing the Pentagon Papers. What it did pub-
lish was cut and put inside. Kalb sard. Cer-

tain other newspapers. such as the Bosion
Globe and Seattle Times, were among the
few in the press Lo rise above this norm
Kalb offered five reasons to explain the
poverty of media coverage of the Holocaust
-The Germans used “the wols of totalr-
tarianism and highly Stvlized language to
hide their intent.” In their vocabulary of pro-

. paganda. shipment on cattle cars (o coneen-

tration camps was “relocation™ and gas
chambers were “special treatment.” Thix
propaganda campaign made its way across

Continued on pg. 1)

Media in Nazi-Controlled Countries

i Jacques Adler

Randolph Braham

In his lecture, Jacques Adler expounded
upon the subject of the Jewish press in
France, 1940-1944. Adler, a professor at the
University of Australia, spoke about the
clandestine press, a creation of immigrant
Jewry, which made extraordinary efforts to
ensure that Jews were aware of and able to
get away from dcporlahdn Hlegat news
sheets conveyed to the Jews the vital infor-
mation denied them. “Information was a
prerequisite fog action and ultimately for
survival.” Adler said.

Randolph Braham discussed the Hun-
garian press. 1938-1945, in his presentation
He said the Nazis placed a strong emphisis
on propaganda and began a misinformation
campaign, portraying the Jews® tifestyle in
a positive tight. With the beginning of the
implementation of the Final Solution, the
press - both Jewish and the opposition - were
silegt about these events. “tinfortunately., the
one Jewish weekly was censored, and Jews
were misinforméd.” he said

Yitzchak Kerem. Professor of History
at Aristotle University in Greece, discussed
the Greek press, 1933-1943. Though there
was no press in Athens during the war. pam-
phicts were distributed urging the: popula-
ton 1o save the Jews. He said that by the
spring of 1945, the press printed the atroci-
tres of the Holocaust, but that people had a
hard time believing the stories of survivors
As a result of their notbeing belidved. jow
began ‘saying less. The situation Has only
recently sgarted-to-change S -
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Ziona Hochbaum and Mareie Schocider

Why We Mourn

On the lastsix days of Posaciowe
donotsay whole faife! because durmg
that time. the Feypriins - they who had
enskaved us for over 200 vears - per-
wshed m the Red Sea

Mamy of us here at SUW did ot
support the policies of Yivhak Rabim
Wemas have felt rage toward himasa
feader, and tear for [srael’s fuwre un-
der his leadership. Now he hes in his
erne. And we dare not rejuice

Murder s the ugliest coime. Our
Torah and our inborn morat centers tell
us so. Killing in selt-defense 1s the one
exception. but thatis kilhing - not mur-
der. There's a difference

Yigal Amircommitted murder. He
cot hold of the most lethal bullets there
are He made one attempt. and failed
He made @ second attempt. and tuled
’ azain There were months i between
Bue be did not change his mind. He
made a third attempt. and succecded

Lalike Baruch Goldstemn, whose
mental state we will never realiv know,
e —amicssalive totellus that he knew ex-

SCW Rabin Memorial

Coming Together in a

.

Time of Need

By Laurie Gewirtz,
Usually, memorial services held for
> conducted by

impartant political figures 4
cqually important ofticials. The memorial
program held in Koch Auditorium on Mon-
day night. Noyember 6. for the Prime Min-
ister of [sracl. Yitzehak Rabin, was umque.
This memorial was organized, conducted
and attended by SCW students alone.

The evening was arranged by Karen
Mifler, SCW 96, wha is the national coor-
dinator of the Lights in Action Jewish Stu-
dent Movement, This organization promotes
pro-active Judaism and Zionism and encour-
ages vollege students to respond to starthing
news such as the assassination of Yitzehak
Rabin powerfully. To Lights in Action,
“powerfully ™ means channeling feelings of
Ziomistic helplessness toward constructive
activities. as opposed to holding angry ral-
lies or demonstrations. According to Miller,
an example of a positive activity would be a

actly what he was doing. He has no re-
grets. He sid he acted “on orders from
G-d.”

Those words sound frighteningly
familiar. That is the language of suicide
bombers. It 1s the teaching of terrorists
who believe they will go to Paradise for
their actions. It is now clear that there
is a hazy line between one act of mur-
der and another

Of more concern to us at SCW is
the hazy line between fervent, vocifer-
ous protest and unjustifiable violence
We demonstrated and lobbied. we
praved and cried. Then a fellow Jew
murdered a fellow Jew in cold blood
Surely we are not responsible. But turn
on the television or just go outside. and
you will hear Jews justifving Rabin’s
ssassination, some cloaking their ra-
tionale in rhetoric, others touting it with.
pride

Must we shoulder any blame? 1f
we entertained - even for a moment -
murderous thoughts toward Rabin and
his Government, if somewhere inside
us - even for a split second - we rejoiced
at his assassination, then we must go
find that innermost place and rinse it
clean. Let our horror that such a thing
has come to pass hinger with us and
protect us from ourselves, that we may
remain a hght unto the nations.

situation where students are able to vent their
feelings of shock, grief and fear without in-
hibitions. This was the ultimate goal of the
student ceremony. The student speakers and
audience contributed to this uninhibited ex-
pression of emotion.

One of the students brave enough to bare
her heart in front of the audience was
Rebbecca Rosen, SCW 96, who said. “I fecl
like we're crumbling... | feel lost: | feel
shaken: 1 don’t know where to go.” The
tntent looks on the faces of audience mem-
bers expressed their appreciation toward a
fetlow student honestly expressing her doubt
and apprehension regarding the future of the
Jewish people and the Jewish land.

"I feel shaken," said Rebbeca Rosen, SCW '96,
at Rabin Memorial.

I'he group was then led by a peer m the
recitation of Tehiflim. beginning with verse
1211 shall raise my eyes to the mountains,
from where will my help come?” The rise
and full of the voices while reciting the He-
brew words exemplified the fecling of help-
tessness expressed by those in attendance.
I'he ceremony concluded with the singing
of the isracli national anthem, Harikvah

During the ceremony. Miller quoted the
insightful words of one of her teachers at
SCW. Rabbi Saul Berman. “Over two thou-
sand years ago, a similar incident occurred
where a Jewish leader was killed by another
Jew. That day was commemorated by the
chachamim as the fast day of Gedalia... We
too must work together to promote achdut
and unity after this recent tragic event.”

Though a gathering to celebrate a joy-
ous event would have been much preferred,
students certainly did succeed in coming
together for each other in a time of need.

Lamm Makes Emotional Plea

continued from pg. 1

mance all mitzvot. Instead, he should be con-
cerned with burying the dead. Also, the
shock is so great - the impact of the situa-
tion is not emotionally absorbed, even
though it is intellectually understood. “Un-
i} a few hours ago,” Lamm said, “we were
in a state of aninut; the residual shock is still
with us. We're left bewildered, gricf-stricken
and deeply perplexed.”

Lamm called on SCW students and fac-
ulty to undertake a cheshbon hanefesh, “to
mmprove how we are behaving and what we
are doing,” and to evaluate possible venues
for a\'on@mgfa similar catastrophe in the fu-
ture. "L, for one, experience husha - shame,
chagon and embarrassment.”* he continued,
“at the thought that we Jews settle political
differences behind a gun or dagger.” Lamm
compared Yigal Amir to Baruch Goldsten,
commenting that both “becamg kitlers be-
cause of ideals.™

“1t is our respoftsibility to be respon-
sible.” said Lamm. stressing the importance
of an environment which is not permissive

of violence. Itis these surroundings that “turn
men into monsters, society into a jungle and
civilization into chaos... We must tear down
irresponsible rhetoric, and never again call a
respectable leader of Israel a traitor, not dare
call a person who liberated Jerusalem a
Nazi.”

Lamm clarified the fact that nothing he
said should be construed as condoning or
condemning the policies of Rabin, but that
we must learn never to savage the personal-
ity of a human being. “We have to leam to
be a lot more moderate, a bit more mellow
and considerate of all our friends,” he em-
phasized.

Rabin, who received an honorary degree
from YU, was “a great man whose place in
Jewish history is assured,” said Lamm. *1is
life was spent on behalf of his people and
his country.” Rabin was characterized as the
model of “bravery i war and peace,” a man
“who laid down his life on the altar of peace.™
Rabin was “a man who possessed courage
that will continue to inspire future genera-
tions,” Lamm said.

HIE OBSERVTR

ill Be: SCW Res

Yitzchak Rabin

1922-1995

-In 1941; at the age of 19, Yitzchak
Rabin was asked by Moshe Dayan (a
Haganah' commander) to join the
Palmach (the fighting arm of the
Haganah). He was indispensable in cut-
ting off‘connections between Syria and
the Axis-controlled French government.

-In June 1945, Rabin and his forces
attempted to free 200 Jews from Atlit, a
Jewish refugee camp in Palestine under
British control. As aresult, he served six
months in prison.

-In 1948, during the War of Indepen-
dence, Rabin commanded the Har-El bri-

gade, and served as colonel in the fight
against Egyptian forces.

-By the end of the Six-Day War in
1967, the Israeli Defe¢nse Forces had lib-
erated and unified Yerushalayim and re-
claimed the Kotel. Yitzchak Rabin was
the commander-in-chief who led Israel

-

in this victory.

-In 1968 he was appointed ambassa-
dor to the United States.

-In 1974, at the age of 52, Rabin suc-
ceeded Golda Meir as Israel’s Prime
Minister. He was responsible for dis-
patching the anti-terrorist group during
the raid on Entebbe.

-After serving as Defense Minister in
a Labor-Likud national unity coalition,
he was elected Prime Minister in 1992.

-In 1994, Yitzchak Rabin received the
Nobel Peace Prize.

(Based on information supplied by the
New York Times, Sunday, November 3.)

Students with Family in Israel
Express Anxiety

By Jessi

a Weilgus

For most Jews, motzuel Shabbai. is a
universal ime for renewal. A new week tull
of opportunity. promise and chalienge lies
ahead. One feels a sense of joy and excite-
mient, as wishes of shavua tov are exchanged

Motzuei Shabbai, November S, pre-
sented a new atmosphere. Fear. dishelietand
shock replaced the usual sentiments ot con-
tent and excitement. A fellow Jew had as-
agsinated the Prime Minister of Israel. This
wis the news that traveled over phone lines,
radio waves and television satellites. and
reached the hearts of individuals around the
world

The emotional intensity of the days fol-
lowing this tragedy evoked responses from
a versatile group. This group ranged from
mternational dignitaries to rabbinical au-
thorities to fellow students. Despite the dit-
terent worlds that cach emerged from,
mon theme united all of their messages. Fach
expressed despair at the bitter irony of the
violent manner in which Rabin’s life was
ended. A martyr of peace. a victim ot hate,”
said President Clinton in his eulogy of the
Prime Mmister. One member of the SCW
faculty referred to the life cycle of Rabin as
a“psychological paradox.” He fought for life
in his land, and he died for peace.

The reactions of members of the SCW
student body were poignant as well. Those
with close family in Isracl were especially
moved.

Tikva Shachter, SCW "97, was deeply
struck by the murder. “For a Jew to kill an-
other Jew on their shared land, despite po-
litical differences, shoutd be an unheard of
thing,” said Shachter. She continued to em-
phasize this point by relating the e-mail con-
versation she had with her sister, a Jerusa-
ler restdent. “My sister is Chassidic and she
focused on the religious aspect of the act ¢f
murder. The spiliing of Jewish blood is un-
conditionally horrible.”

In addition to the moral and religious
ramifications, the political future of Israel
was on Shachter’s mind as well. “Thope this
will not be an obstacle for furthering the se-
curity of all those who live in our homeland.”

Hindi Deitsch, SCW °97, explained how
having close relatives in Israel impacted her
thoughts. “It makes me feel more removed
and more objective, yet less able to relate.”
Relatives described the mood at Kever
Rochel as celebratory. The message of these
family members living near Ashkelon was
one of ambivalence. “On the onc hand a Jew
killed another Jew and this is devastating:
yet on the other hand, it was my family’s
backyard that was at stake.” said Deitsch.

“The datly routine has not changed in
Israch. There is, however, a ditferent sense
in the street - a sense of suspicion toward
Mizruchi Jews is beginning to develop.” said
Mira Hellman, SCW 96, quoting her charedi
Isracli family members. “The fact that some-
one scttled their differences by murder ts

om-

“terrible.” said Hellman. The sentiments of

Fova Kaplan, SCW 97, focus on laith for
an improved future Hopetully things will
goonin Israel and we witf not lose hope.”

Kaplan came to New York from Trfat
and was joined this vear by her entire tam-
tly. " The first thought that came to me when
[ heard the news was what will happen in
Isracl. Then reality struck. Someone had vio-
Jated one of the Ten Commandments. Some-
one had dicd.” Kaplan added that the mue-
derer did not even achieve any political ends
“Israel is my home and there is chaos and

tensian What sl be

For Shira Sukenik. SCW 796, the shock
my news added an entirels new dimenson,
because hermmmediate ity now resides
m Israch TAter Shufhar Taas realls petn
fied Twas trvomg o call iy parents and sib
Bing~ m Har Notand all of the reuiis 1o 1
ruel were husy” Sekemnk sand. T imagined
civilians upnisine Fear of the unknown s
harrible. and the satets of oy family was of
primary concern T Sukemk's family -

continued on pg. 14

Over 50 students gathered for Tehillim in the dorm beit midrash.

A Time

By Shulamis Juni

On Saturday night, November 4. news
of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin’s
assassination spread. The Jewish American
public was shocked. Although many times
in casual political discussions. phrases such
as “He should be killed.” or "He should be
thrown out of office.” may have been uttered.
people did not necessarily realize the sever-
ity of their remarks. Now that the murder has
actually taken place. people are in a state of
disbelief.

Mixed feelings toward Rabin and his
policies have always generated 4 lot of con-
flict. The political disputes continue to rage.
only now the subject is how to view his
death. However, one thing is certain: no one
knows what the consequences of Rabin's
murder will be.

Fear of the unknown can be terrifving
[sraelis ranging from liberal to conservative,
religious to unaftiliated. may join together
and successfully work out a peaceful solu-
tion. It is equally as probable that hostility
and hatred will escalate between the oppos-
ing groups and cause a civil war.

Hakol bividae shamayim - ivis all in G-
d's hands. Man can never be sure of the

Almighty’s plan, and therefore there is no
course of action that is sure to be the night
onc. It we pray for the existing Israel gov
ermment to fall, the next one may be much
worse. 1t we pray for it to stabtlize, the ox-
isting problems may escalate to dangerous
heighis. There is no clear-cut answer
Tehillim was-written by King David. a
man who knew both good and bad times

to Pray

Throughout his lifetime. David channeled
his feelings and his anxieties into words that
he addressed to G-d. Much ke us today.
David did not know all the solutions. He had
fears and worries, and in his pravers simply
related them to G-d. Tehillim s not simply
an historical account of the travails of [srael s
beloved king. [tis a timeless treasure passed
down from generation to generation to guide
us. lts function is to put inte our mouths the
key words that we do not always have the
ability to formulate on our own

In appreciation of this concept. on Sun-
day night SCW students gathered in the beis
mudrash. Regardless of their political opin-
ions. and regardless of thewr personal griey
ances, 30 women assembled. with sifrei
Tehillim i hand. to pour out their hopes.
trustrations and fears to the only One who
really knows what i< best

Karen Adler, SCW 97 and Zipporah
Axelrod. SCW 97 heads of TACS Tehillim
Committee. oxplained the uniqueness of this
particular gathening. “The verses of Tehillim
usually recited at times of trouble i Israel
were not suggested by Rav Goldwicht for
this instance. These verses. XX and 79, -

clude pleas to eradicate the foreigners who
are causing plights i our land. Sadly. this
tragedy was caused by another Jew, Ouw
supplications to Hashen had to therefore be
ofa different nature ™

Hoping for solidanity. hoping for peace.
hopmg for safvatign, the fifty stulents re-
cited five “different” verges n‘rum{) ]




~
Chaya Strasberg
some people e that Rabin™s assas
sination happenad because of the tinger
pomting and the name-vahig goimng oo
Israe] today between apposing Lachons. spe-
aftcally e the Government s not Bar e
Dlame tis tragedy soleh on thai i eveny
country wmt the world there s poliieal oppo-
ston, atid there are pohitscians yelling atcach
other and blamimy cach other for fwds that
they find i et respeciive govarnmenis
This s NO oveuse for hithng the hoad of the
sovernment with whom yon ditagred’ 10y
true that this fosters o situaton i owhich
people getveny ense and angrs. But blam-
e Biovannn Netary i for the assassina-
aen of she Prime Manaster s ladicrows! B
some lunatie walks up 1o President: Clinton
and shoots Tam, are we gomg to personatly
blame Senator Robert Dote. because he leads
the opposition”™ Yigal Amir s the one o
not Binyanin Netanyahu!
Eapectig all Jews and bstaehs to 7come

Blame

together” and umite bevause of this. or rather
to present somethmg like this from happen-
g amnn. s unreatistic. People are not go-
g smph discard their pobitical buliefs
and momat convictions:-No matter how many
popple may believe i a government and its
policies, there willalways be an opposition
That's what democracy means

However, we're dealing with a very
sensitive issue here. While different people
may feel differently about our Prime
\Minister's murder, | think that this 15 a situ-
ation which rcqulrc;‘ aunified response from
the religious community. No matter what
cach one of us feels about Yiwzehak Rabin,
o.b.m, we must publicly condemn the mur-
der of our Prime Minister by a tellow Jew
Together. With unity. May G-d comfort us.
all of us, among the mourners of Zion and
Jerusalem

Strashery is president of the Isvael Cheb.

hut the views expressed here are her own

Holocaust

continued from pg. 7
the Atlantic and wax successtful m fooling
mam people
-Vhe second reason s politieal: the Al-
fred goal was to win the war, not to save the
Jews. Rooseyeltwas known to hase referred
o the Jews as “eertn pupubations.”
-Ant-Semtsn s perbaps the most ob
Lions reason Kath aited numerous polls of
Amerneans then danng the war. Inone poll.
taken pust atter the war had started. 66" ot
Americans deseribed the Germans as peace-
loving and kind. Another poll taken later
tound that more than hatt of the American
people did not behieve that Nazs were de-
diberately Killing Jews
-People simply could not or did nat
want to fathom the possibility of such un-
speakable evil takmng place. “For the past
2,000 years. the Jews had been a “problem-
atie people.” The Jewish problem was anvan-
noving distraction... One Br\llshilplomm
wis quoted as saying he didn’t want bis men
1o waste their time deahng with “wailing
Jews.” Kalb said

-Finally. Kalb pownted to the nature of

THE OB,

Mira Hellrpan

N tzchak Rabu was assassinated at a
fally 1o support the peace process. He was
cnvouraging the nanon and hitting the cit-
cens” morale about the futnre of the nation
Yot because of Vigal Amir, vear-old
uniersity student, Rabin's desire tor peace
ended in a termination of his fife

Many people were flabbergasted by the
tragedy. 1 eaders fromaround the world im-

mediately expressed their gnef and shock
over Rabin's sudden death, Worldwide re-
spect was pand fo i, and the greamess of
fis decds w s unanimously appraised. Lead-
ors from across the world flew to Jerusalem
topay their lastribute to the deceased. Rang-
g from President Clinton and Prinee
Charles of England. to King Hussein of Jor-
dan. the mass of 3,000 people that atiended
the ceremony indicated Rabin’s greatness
Several vears ago King Hussein was lsrael's
mortal enemy, vet at Rabin's funcrak, King
Hussein catled Rabin a “brother™ and vowed
to carty through the peace that was signed,
stating that it was an irreversible agreement.
Inamere few vears, Rabin managed to trans-
form decades.of utter hatred into a benefi-
cial relationship. For this accomplishment.
some believed he deserved to die.

As 1 sat in one of my Judaic Studies
s on Monday moming, the rabbi teach-
ing the class asked the students to express
their feelings about the recent tragedy. The
responses that some of the students had to
offer were astonishing. Many expressed no
griefover the assassination of the Prime Min-
ister, but they were shightly distraught by the
tact that a Jew committed the murder. One
student said she would have preferred that
he died of natural causes (1.¢. heart attack).
Others who were not as bold in expressing
their feelings. silently agreed. Very few con-
demned what was done, or even showed any

class

Conference

joumalism itself as it was practiced at that
tume, “iwas not an adventurous craft.” he
sard, While journalists today are cynical, ob-
sessed with scandal, distrustful of govern-
ment and disparaging of politicians, “back
then [rournalists) the
govermment's beat.”

marched  to

He also stressed that the 19405 were
technologicatly primitive compared to the
90s. "You can't use the same yardstick we
use today . What if the joumalists (during the
Holocaust] would have had satellites, fax
and CNN? \)v/'uu]d things have been differ-
ent?” Kalb-asked. "This game of “what if”*
underscores the difference between the jour-
nalism of then and now,™ he said

“We have become global couch pota-
toes,” Kalb saud, when asked how he ex-
plains the mability of even the most com-
prehensive and exphicit coverage to stop
mass torture and killings in Bosnia, Rwanda,
and Chechnya. We an:%omhurdcd with news
of evil ~erther o remote and comphcated
or too tamitiar and boring.” he said. quoting
the phrase that made Hannah Ahrend fa-

anger over e assassimanon

| believe that many students have @ se-
riously lawed set of values. The tssue isnot
whether one agrees with Rabin’s policies of
political philosophy. Rather, ated by an
employee at the Israeli Regional Office of
Development in New York, itis a matter of
belief in the democracy of the State of Is-
ract, and the political system by which itis
run. The fact that certain individuals feel they
have to express their disagreement through

murder shows that somewhere we have gone
deadly wrong.

1 did not write this article to express my
political beliefs about the peace process, or
any other political pohicy. 1 wrote this to
bring students ot Yeshiva University to the
realization that there is a faulty process in
our thinking, and it is this mode of thought

Daphna
Fishman

In these days of shocking iragedy. we
feel the urgent need to talk - to friends,
strangers, teachers and family. We feel the
need to hear and listen to words, as words
help to fill this terrible, gaping void. This
emptiness has opened up in our lives as in-
dividuals and as a nation.

Shortly after the emotional and intellec-
tual trauma caused by the hecartbreaking
event, we gathered in Koch Auditorium to
absorb the words of our Rosh Yeshiva. Rabbi
Dr. Lamm reminded us that the word Sha-
fom is not merely a word associated with the
views of the left wing, but it is essentially
what we strive for. It is even one of the names
of G-d. The word Shalom is derived from
the Hebrew root meaning "complete.” Stand-
ing among hundreds of my peers, whose
political views are most diverse, there was a
sense of completeness and unity, for at that
moment we ail shared the same void.

1t is unfortunate that a tragedy must
oceur to bring us together, and that an event
of this magnitude must serve as the impetus
tor personal soul-searching. The words of
Rabbi Lamm continue to inspire wihin us the
need to be introspective and cautious about
ourintellectual ideals. Bach individual must
learn to become appreciative of fellow Jews,
regardless of the differences that may exist,

mous, “the banality of evil.” Mast of us do
nothing but watch, read, and listen.

[s 1t the journalist’s job to impel us to
act? Kalb voiced distrust of civic journal-
ism, a new sub-field in which the goal of
news coverage is to get people to wake a cer-
tain cowrse of action. But he said that jour-
nalists “must provide a context for the -
formation,” while at the same time retaining
their objectivity,

In the end, 11 was a comment from a
Holocaust survivor sitting in the audience
that brought home Kalb’s thesis. She sajid,
“How can anyone have believed it? We
didn't believe what we saw ourselves.”

November [ 190y

n

that had caused a peace-loving leader of the
State to die. A YO student expressed his
belief that the main problem of the Jews to-
day is Sinat Chinam. We are quick with
judgement and are’too self-righteous o see
other people’s point of view Maybe the need
s necessary to the State’s

fora peace proce
survival, an internal [sracli peace process
L.et us try to remember this.

Hellmann is president of Stern College
Isvacli Public Affairs Commitice hut the
views expressed here are her own

wan, 5750

Devra Rosenfeld :

several events stand outin my nind. |
remember situations Fhave been in that have,
though at the time T did not know it proved
10 be the beginning sparks of crucial turning
points in my Tife. These events, of course.

were deeply personal. Those umes were
periods of introspection and cheshhon
hancfosh, times 1o ke a step back from the
trivialities of every day life and to fook deep
within and ask: Who am 17 Who do | want
{0 be? Where should my responsibilities he?

—
By Shira Zupnik
What is your

» reaction to

Lam sure that nearky every person has expe-
rienced some such incident that made them
rethink and redefine their goals and values

Now another event, which 1s not only

deeply personal. but strikes at the heart of

cach Jew's relationship to his people and to
the rest of the nations of the world has trig-
cored, onee again, a myriad of questions to
which we must find some answers.

Ihe assassination the 12th duy of
Cheshvan, the murder of Prime Minister
Yitzchak Rabin, is symbolic of the new Jevel
to which we have fallen. it symbolizes the
changing refationship cach member of the
Jewish people has with their fellow Jew

1 do not think I will ever forget where |
was and what 1 was doing when [ found out

Ora Shinnar

The events of motzaei Shubbat have
caused me to do a lot of thinking, and [ think
that many of the ideas that my teachers said
on the following Monday sum up my
thoughts. Dr: Lamm, in an address to the
entire SCW student body, and my teachers
fater on in the day. gave voice to my senti-
ments

This is a time for unity, not for division.
It is a time to realize that words have mean-
ing. and hate can kill. Whether or not you
agree with Rabin’s policies. to condone such
an act of violence is unthinkable. The fact
that it was done by a retigious university stu-
dent should make us hang our heads in
shame. No longer does Israel hold a posi-
tion of the civilized nation among the bar-
barians

For years it has been the way of the
Arab countries around Israel to kill those
they disagree with. Now I fear that the line
has been crossed, and in the eyes of the
world, Israel is no better. To have a Jew kill
another Jew, and to have him belicve it was
1'shaim shamayim is an embarrassment. But
this act was not done in a void. For years,
the voices of violence have been tolerated
by those sympathetic to their cause. It was
expected that the Jew wouid regulate his
emotions, and be able to separate words from
deeds. But the Jew, too, is human, and so
we must take this as a lesson that those on
the fringes, of either side, who preach words
of hate, must not be permitted a voice at all.
They must be silenced even by those who
agree with their cause. For these words in-
flame the feelings of others against the mod-
erate as well. The Jewish people are in shock
- but it should not be a shock of surprise or
outrage, for it is they who permitted the at-
mosphere for this deed. Rather. it should be
a shock ot one awakening from stupor, one
who has been hearing the alarm, but ignor-
ing it's meaning. The alarm has been ring-
ing for years: it took the heat of the flame 1o
make us move. . -

Hopefully, in the future, the fire can be
silenced at the sound-of the alarm, and not
in the blaze of the ﬂ.ame.

that Rabi had been shot and kadled - by an
other Jew. My first thoughts were of the tre
mendous chilid Hashepr dhat had been com
mitted. How could one |

w harm his brother !
His brother!! There are plenty ofothers whao
hate us, who night ke to have taken credit
for this atrocity - not one of our own. Do we
not all belies e that abov e all differences are
bound to cach other for weare all creaed i
G-d's image”?

What message are we sendung 1o the ress
of the world? How can expect and demand
the right to live in peace with our netghbors
when we do not find means to live in peace
amongst ourselves? Q1 course the assussi-
nation of Prime Minister Rabin was cum-
pletely extraordinary, unprecedented in the
history of our modern state. [ realize that one
person acted alone in his planned murder of
our elected leader. On one hand a rational.
ethical and sane person would not for a
moment think that they had the capability to
determine Rabin’s night to live but. [ have
also heard a few people whose first reaction
to the news that Rabin had been murdered
was “He deserved it - maagia lo.” That 1s

completely outrageous! How can any one of

us make such statements and still feel that
we have no responsibility for the actions of
a lone killer?

In Judaism we believe in a concept
called areivut, the concept that every single
Jew is not only theoretically, but to an ex-
tent. actually responsible for his fellow Jew
Because of this. 1 feel a personal responsi-
bility to the Jewish community and I feel
quilty because I did not do more 1o increase
unity among Am Yisrael.

I do not regret taking a stand on my
political views. | participated in demonstra-
tions both in and out of Israel protesting the
Israeli government's policies and many of
the steps it has taken in the past few years
However, that is my political opinion. Of
course in Israel, political views are much
more personal because the issues under de-
bate many times are intertwined with our.re-
ligious convictions. However, 10 let these
political differences supersede and override
our commitment to traditional sacred values
is wrong.

The cause of the destruction of second
Temple was sinat chinam. We are now, 2000
years later, back in the same situation G-d
torbid should Ererz Yisrael be taken away
because its inhabitants, and at! Jews for that
matter, seem to have little respect for those
whose opinions differ from their own.

Hindsight is twenty-twenty. Rabin’s
murder was onc lone man's act. However, 1
truly believe that he was a product of our
divided society. The fact that one can hold
more steadfastly to his political outlook than
he does 1o his Torah values should be the
wake up cali to all of us that we have so much
farther 10 go to meriting everlasting peace
We should take a lesson from this and not
say we are not responsible. Inreahity we aze:
lam
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Political Science
Professor Myra
Eckstein
Mogilner

[ e assdssition of Isrue s Prime Mo
1ster Yotzchak Rubin i razedy tor both

PETNRTIRUST R E I

Toraet ad the wordds Tt
bate cieried out by ariehesang eacl “Or-
thodey™ Tes . The world Tostaman® s ha e

able ko crsaston and soplement aooneeun-

thinkable peace between Tarach and the

eatimian peophe. [sracl losta man who fought
Yor 113 statehood and 1ts existence. and who
wits able to extend his Zionist goals mto the
21st century

In a democratic state. such as Israel.
indeed vigorous dissents with government
policies are not only tolerated but encour-
aged. It shoukd be made clear that the mur-
der of Rabin was prefaced by a viscous rheto~
ric never before seen t the history of the
Jewish state. Rhetoric that calls for the death
of the head of the Jewsh state, equating him
with a Nazi and holding him responsible for
the destruction of [srael reflects a moral de-
cav in socicty. This rhetorie should not be
tolerated. Perhaps a lesson which emerges
from this hornific act of murder 15 that we.
as Jews. citizens ot'a democracy and people
wha care about the moral and ethical values
that exast in our workd. should strive to clum-
nate such rhetone which gives legitimaey to
murder and cultnates societal decay

[t 15 hoped that the vision of Rabin will
wive Israel, the Israeli einzenry and Jew ull
over the world the strength 10 work oward
peace with the Arab world. to foster the se-
curity of the Jewish state and to rejus enawe
the humane and moral code of ethics i our

lives.

Magilner teaches [yraeli Polines at SCW.

Shetreet's Address

continued from pg. 5
to preserve Jewish culture in lsracl. Shetreet
then told how his own children, who attend
Isracli public schoals. are notattuned to Jew-
ish culture and rehigion

Students reacted passionately to
Shetreet's address. besieging him with ques-
tions. He found little support in the audience
for his position. Sara Wolinsky. SCW "96,
said, “If the Minister of Religion’s children
know nothing about religion, how much
more so the children of those whe are not
high up.”

Other students stressed the need for an
increased backing of the peace process
['tkva Shachter. SCW 97, said. "W should
support the government peace process. be-
cause 1t is peace. No Jew should fight.an-
other Jew and one should setaside one’s own
teelings 1f it is good for the all.” She contin-
ued, " The Stern student's are always ready
1o attawk, and are not ready o listen with an
open mind.”




November 14, 1995
THE OBSERVER

By Chedva Aufrichtig
I'he halls are alinve with the sound off
musie. A group of SCW students have
formed an 4 capetla group - a torm of sing-
al accompaniment - pro-

my without mus:
viding an outlet for those with good vorces.
and histering pleasure for those without
The new group, knownas ~ Fhe Belles.”
was started by Sarttte Mitgang, SCW 97 and
Randi Sorscher, SCW 07 Both come
cquipped with plenty of past musical expe-

tienee. as well as a deep love of simging
Mitgang, an accounting major, v
bet of the HAFTR chotr. and was albso the
v ahhaT el from the HAFTR 1 otape
Norscher, an Faghsh Communications mu-

amem-

ror, s been o member of nunerous cheies
and bas becn on the music department staf¥

At amp Morasha tor e past three summens

howr lsoy

col

the 1

not hane a vocdl areap, and cherishing
memories of the fun they have had wid g
capetla i camp. Mitgang and Sorscher
started " The Belles ™

he name appe

founders for s thr g
were trying to think of musical instruments.
This one was catchy and has a triple mean-
mg—Be{/{»{he sound like the Liberty Bell),
“Belle)’ meaning girl. “Belle™- pretty. And
also. of course. Belle from Beaun: und the
Beast!™

Trv-outs took place before the holiday
vacation. The decision was a difficult one,
but Mitgang and Sorscher narrowed it down
o 16 women. themselves included. Naomi
Kimmel, SCW "98, was accepted into the

Steel Magnolias Produ

By Mira Hochberg

The cast has been chosen and prepara-
tion for Stern College Dramatics Society's
upcoming production of Steel Magnolias s
now officially underway. The play might be
called a ragicomedy: it follows the hives of
five feisty Southern women through taugh-
terand tears, The director, speech Prof. Mark
McGoesern, has been directing SCW's pro-
ductions for the past several vears, and ac-
cording to SCDS veteran flana Adler, SCW
97, is an “incredible director and mentar.”

One cast member described the play as
“a perfect combination of emotions,” an
excellent blend of the “carefree. cynical, and
depressing  personalities”™ of five women
who “stck together and support cach other
through good times and bad. The play cap-
tures the strengths of cach of the women
perfectly.”

Adler. who appeared in past SCDS pro-
ductions of "Lady House Blues™ as Dot, “the
very pregnant one,” said that she will again
‘be assuming the role of a pregnant woman.
Shelby, in Steel Magnolias. Adler, an En-
glish major. has always been interested in
acting. She realizes however, that pursuing
acareer in the arts 1s unrealistic for her. Con-
sidering the intense competition m the field,
it s close o impossible o be a religious
lew and an actress,” she said

Another cast member, Emily Ahne
Witty. SCW 96, 1< recording secretary of
the SCDS board. The organization iy respon-

sible for “bringing dramatic experiences o
SCW™ and ereating an opportunily for many

Feceae-t

The Sound of Music

For Saritte Mitgang (left) and Randi Sorscher
tright). a capella co-heads, the piano is sirictly a
reference t0ol.

aroup. "1 love singing and | wanted to get
wmvolved in as many extra-curneular activi-
ties as possible this year. 1 hope to have a lot
of fun with 1. Kimmel recounted the ex- i
citement of the first practice. which was in- 2 dea : 3 of il ; determined by
tended 1o acquaint theemembers with the wal Office, -1 i

hrstory of a capella. At the end of the meet-
« they brahe nte an impromptu rendition
of “Near Ho v e sounded great.”
Kammel sard. adding that she considered 1t

a pood sign for the future.

Practice is held twice a week, one to two
Bours per meeting. The songs are both b
alish and Hebrew, with an attempt made to
avoid the usual. popular songs. Mitgang and
Sorscher hope to put on an “Orange Lounge
Concert™ before Thanksgiving, in addition
to performances at the SCW Chanukah and
Purim chagigahs.

All performances will be for women
only, but nat for SCW students only.
Mitgang and Sorscher have ambitious long-
term goats for “The Betles.” *We hope it will
go on forever.” Who knows? Maybe it will
be the first women-only show on Broadway!

ction Gets Underway

talented students to express their artistic and
musical abilities. Wity is excited about per-’
forming in her third SCW production. Pre-
viously, she has appeared as Sender ben
Sender in “The Dybbuk™ and as Juror #7 in
“Twelve Angry Women.” Witty intends to
pursue a career in education, possibly as an
interpreter for the deaf. She hopes that SCW
students will not only come see the play, but
will also decide “to get involved in the be-
hind the scenes aspects of the play that are
necessary in making the actors look good.”
Dina Bogner, SCW 97, who will play

the acerbic Ouiser in the play. said half-jok-
ingly, “We are having way too good a time-
as of now. I'm sure eventually we will settle
down and really start working on making this
play the best SCW has ever seen.” Bogner,
who is also the costume designer for this
production, is continuously inspired by her
theater addiction
Aliza Rabin, SCW’'96, SCDS president

and a producer of&e show, is also extremely
excited to be invdlved with sych a great cast
and ¢rew. “We are really happy, to be |
perfgrmoing a comedy this year,” she:said, |
Rabin said she is expecting record -

wuts this year because the popularity of Steel
MHagnolias the movie means many students
afready know and love the story. Other cast
members include Sabina Krich, Avital
Amini, and Rachel Galitzer
Tentative performance dates have been

set for February 4-8. Men and women are
invited to atiend
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Suzy Greenman Schwartz:
It All “Ads” Up

By Esther Barry

Suzy Greenman Schwartz might be
called a walking advertisement for SCW. AR
advertising execwtive for BBDO Advertis-
ing in Midtown Manhattan, Schwartz had
only good things to say about her experience
at Stern. She graduated in 1984 with a2 B.AL
in English Communications. At the time,
there was no advertising track. so she opted
for a shaped major

1 feel that the shaped nrajor really was
very helptul.” said Schwarts. “Stern otlered
some really worthwhile courses, and | had a
lot of internships. which helped alot. Fdidn™t
cven take any courses at F.1LT. because there

were such good courses oftered at Stern.™

Schwartz, who also hasan M.B.A. from
Baruch College. is a Vice President Account
Supervisor at BBDO. She works in the ac-
count management department, as a liaison
between the agency and the clients.

“My department is really the business
and marketing end. We work hands-on with
each department in the agency - the creative
department. media planning and research.”
said Schwartz. “We also interact daily with
the clients, so we get involved in every as-
pect of the advertising process.”

Schwartz decided upon SCW while
studying at Machon Gold in Israel for the
year. “I knew that [’d be able to pursue my
career goals in Stern,” she said, “but | was
also interested in continuing my limudei
kodesh... | thought 1’d be happiest in Stern.”

Schwartz is married and has two chil-

dren. But she hasn’t forgotten her atma ma-
ter. This past year she served on the com-
mittee for the SCW’s 40th Anniversary Din-

ner

“Although some of the faces have
changed.” she said,”it’s still basically the
same.” Even the problems haven’t changed.
“One of the major issues in our day was apa-
thy among the student body.” said Schwartz

While Schwartz agrees that there 1s
nothing wrong with traditional career paths,
such as teaching, she emphasizes that there
is nothing that's out of reach. “It’s very pos-
sible to have both a career and a family,” she
said. “There are so many different career
paths out there. Just because you don 't know
so many people who do it, doesn’t mean it's
not an option. If it's interesting or exciting,
you should go for it.”

Sharing Our Simcha on
Simchat Torah

By Alison Farbman

“Blanche Schreiber Torah Tours is one
of the best programs that we have in our
shul,” said Rebbetzin Esther Frank of the
only Orthodox synagogue in Ellenville, N.-
Y. She praised the YC and SCW students
who gave up their vacation to volunteer in
her community. YU students danced and
sang with the youth, and enlightened the
adults by exploring the joys of the holiday
with the mostly non-observant congregation.
“[The program] builds a good name for both
Stern and Yeshiva, which in turn speaks well
on Orthodoxy which our community is not,”
Rebbetzin Frank said.

“Qver thisholiday I learned, grew, and
felt a great deal of gratitude to the commu-
nity of for hosting us,” said Shari Klein,
SCW 98, of her experience in Ellenville this
Simchat Torah. Torah Tours sends students
to Jewish communities throughout the coun-
try. The experiences that each volunteer has
are unique. Francoise Sorkin, SCW '97, was
sent to her hometown of Syracuse, N.Y.,
where she lived until she was nine years old.
Sorkin said that the community is much more
observant than it was years ago. Sorkin said
it was important to convey to the youth that
“it's cool to be religious.” It was motivating

* to watch the Rabbi interact with the people

of his community which in turn “caused us
to play on his enthusiasm,” she said. Sorkin
reflected that “we were distinct individuals
there to combine our efforts in order to make
the best Simchat Torah Syracuse had ever

seen. | think we accomplished just that,” she
said.

Another student who participated in
Torah Tours is Aliza Kravetz, SCW 97,
Kravetz feels strongly that her experience in
Boca Raton, Florida, “heiped me to reevalu-
ate where I’m going religiously, and the true
meaning behind everything I should be do-
ing to get there.” Kravetz was joined by
Tzippy Pollack, a Queens College student.
Since the other Yeshiva University volun-
teers missed their flight to Florida, Kravetz
and Pollack faced the challenge of their mis-
sion on their own. When asked about the
responsibilities involved in the program,
Kravetz said, “We weren’t just there to doa
job but to try our best to represent a true bat
Yisroel.” Many would envy Kravetz and
Pollack for being sent to Florida at no cost.
All of the transportion costs for Torah Tours
are subsidized, yet Kravetz noted that “it was
ironic that we were in Florida because the
weather was bad. It was rainy, hot, and hu-
mid yet on the inside the shul, one would
never know how awful the weather was out-
side.”

Educating non-observant Jews about
Judaism is a difficult task, but many students
who have led Torah Tours said that one
should not focus on the possibility of “do-
ing it wrong,” but instead make sure that “it
is being done.” An important aspect of To-
rah Tours is the connections that are made
between the the student leaders and the mem-

Reflections

The Legacy of Daniel Frei

8y Shulamis Juni

TS rronic how one can somietimes learn
somuch about life from someone no longer
fiving.

Danny made alivah from England dur-
ing the Gulf War. and married his Amers-
can-born wife, Mara, in ferusalem. Typical
of his spontancity and enthusiasm. Dunny
chautteared Mara out ofthe vichud roomuon
the handlebars of a bicycle, nght mto the
wedding hall. Being true pioneers. the ade-
alistic pair decided that living in an estih-
lished city such as Jerusalem was notenough
to make a difference. So the voung couple
moved to Ma'atach Michmash, a growing
settlement on the West Bank. and channcled
their deep love for Israel to help build a thriv -
ing community.

It was in this home that Danny Frei, 28,
was murdered by Arab terrorists, leaving
behind a wife and young daughter. His wife
was wounded in the attack, which also took
the life of her unborn child. 1t was for this
young soul that Stern College students gath-
ered to pray, just before Rosh Hashana.

Danny, as described by a friend. “had a
finger in every pie.” His boundless energy
and stamina enabled him to take an active
role in Sinai. Study Groups. Bnei Akiva. the
JFS Givat Washington program, the Teen-
age Center, Yavneh Glami, Tochnit Shabbat.
Zu Artzenu and weekly programs for immi-
grants and underprivileged children. But his
popularity never went to Danny’s head. A
friend fondly recalls, “Danny never judged
people. Everyone was worthy of being his
friend, and he always made the lonely feel
included.”

Friends said he lived his life in a whirl-
wind. “Always Danny.” “Ceaseless Danny,”
and “Invincible Danny.” were coined aftec-
tionately to describe him. He organized
neighborhood trips and hikes, and coordi-
nated beach barbecues, matzah rambles and
car rallies. He built the bonfires, led the sing-
ing and knew how to bring a smile to

bers of the communities. Students are en-
couraged to maintain this connection even
after returning home.

Iris Ofer, SCW *97. a Torah Tours co-
ordinator spent many stressful hours delib-
erating over where each group should go:
“The rewarding part is afterwards when ev-
eryone involved has had fun, The afler cf-
fects on both the students and the communi-
ties makes it all worth it,"” Ofer said.

Rivka Ross, SCW 98, part of the
Ellenville delegation, stayed at the home of
the former Rebbetzin of the shul whose hus-
band passed away last year. Ross recalled
the meimories that Torah Tours evoked for
the Rebbeizin. When her husband became
the rabbi of the shul 40 years ago, the Jew-
ish community was booming. They even had
to build a new shul to accommodate the
growng population. Now most of those
people have moved away. “So we tried to
recreate the vibrance there once was.” Ross
said.

crervone s fiee e v a mai o acnan
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and Tose therr own toatineg Bot not {anne

He held steadtt v relicrons hetieds and
rehiscd b conpromise s obser ance S
oung ~choolbes s Daniny was ospraized
atter nearis Tosing i hand as h oh

aowindow Has st roquest after aaak

tront the anesthetic swas tor w paar of il

When this extraordinary stors A i

counted, Danmy modestty dismissed 0m

sisting his first weords were “Good mors

Religion was an integral pant ot Danny -
hife, He studied for two sears ain Yeshivat
Kerem B Yavneh, and continued to fearn
regularly with chavrotafier leasing school
A close friend beautifully articulated that
“Danny brought people closer to Judaism
just by being himself.” He inspired so many
people. outrageously disproportionate to the
short number of years he had on this earth
His message was the same. despite the audi-
ence: we must instill Jewish pride. and a love
and appreciation for Ereiz Yisroel Danny
knew the secret 1o seeing the good in cvery -
thing. His contagious optumism spread to ail
who knew him. One friend remarked.
“Danny was the very essence of lif¢ itself.”

The tragedy of his murder had a power-
ful impact on many members of the Y L' com-
munity. [ asked some SCW students. many
of whom know Danny’s sister. Yael. this
question: Upon hearing the news of this
awful tragedy, did vou feel any differently
than you have felt when informed of other
terrorist attacks in the past?

Nina Ritter, SCW '96: “This one really
hit home. I was able to match a face to the
name. Danny wasn’t just a statistic. Know -
ing his sister. Yael, made me feel the pain
much more. I felt for Yael and for all the
family Danny left behind. I felt [ understood
just a bit more this time about a loved one
dying, because | know his loved ones.”

Hadassa Mosak, SCW "96: [ first heard
the news on E-mail. 1 was sure it wasn't
Yael's brother because the name had a dif-
ferent spefling than the name or my camp
list. [ was in denial. I couldn’t move. How
could someone so young die? This particu-
lar attack hit me hardest because it was such
a sudden death, to someone | could relate
to. who had so much more time to go.”

Rivki Roth, SCW "96: "When a friend
is in pain, I'm also in pain. Knowing how
much his sister Yael, who is a friend of mine,
must be in pain, makes this terrible event hurt
me more than 1've felt in the past. The name
Danny was one | was familiar with. He was
Yael's brother and [ can relate to that. Un-
derstanding a bit better now what a sense of
Joss is, I think [ will be forced to view all
tragedies in a different light.”

Michal Werblowsky, SCW '98: [ have
the same dream as Danny did. He made
alivah and began his family in Israel. [ want
to do the same thing. There’s no difference
between his plans and mine. Yet Danny was
killed. It could™ve begn me! Thig brings the
attack.home.” - v
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Mahler Muses SCW

By DV Goldring
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Nahicr was born i e o Onthodoy
rarents, in Kabist Bohonua Hisgenros cata-
palted him to the forefront of the musical
world Howeveranan eraof hetghtened unti-
Semitsm ATaller comvertéd to Catholicizm
10 ordersd ady ance his careerand social sta-

s Maltler went on to conduct some of the

tost renow ned operas and phitharmonies in
the Western world. including the Tmperat
Opera Howse 1o Vienna, the Metropolitan
Operaand the Philharmonie Society of New
York He is also famous for composing ten
symphonies and for transforming the actand
form of opera. Through Mahler's entrane-
g and moving pieces. FeBrecht explained
the composer’s anner religtous dilenmas,
behets and prophecies.

The students enjoved an opportunity to
both hear a bit of Mahler’s genius and 10
leurn more about a culwral giant w hose tal-
ent has had a profound effect on many as-
pects of modern musical form. Furthermore,
LeBrecht gave insights into the Jewish reli-
gious tenvor that inspired most of Mahler's
works. despite his vonversion. [twas anight
ot music, theology and oratory

For EHS President Daphna Frankel,
SCW 96, the evening bodes well for the
upcoming year's suc “I'm very excited
about the EHS s inception at Stern. We look
torward to having the student body join us
tor the intriguing events and programs we
have planned.” she said. Frankel, who es-
tabhished the club at the Midtown campus,
s working in conjunction with the YC chap-
ter. planning interesting and cubtural expe-
riences for students throughout the year.

By [ana Bruger

The Jewish Museum, founded in 1904,
is located on Museum Mile, right up the
street from some of the greatest museums in
the world. The museum moved into its new
home at the comer of Fifth Avenue and 92nd
Street in 1992,

When visting the museum for the first
time, it is recommended to start with the
permanent exhibition on the fourth floor
entitied Culture and Continuity: The Jewish
Jowurney. Part I. The objects on display in
the first room, found on archeological digs
in Israel, were utilized by the Jewish people
at different times in Jewish History. Included
in the explanation of each artifact is a Bibli-
cal source of how this object was incorpo-
rated into Jewish life. For example. on dis-
play is an Israelite Horned Altar from
Megiddo, made of Timestone and used in the
vears 1000 to 900 B.C .E. The ahiar was used
in a local shrine in Megiddo probably to of-
fer animal fat: Make [the altar’s] hotns on
the four comers. the horns to be one picce
of it” (Exodus 27:2). n Judaism, the person
who seizes the horn of an altar is granted the
right of sanctuary from pursuing encmies.

Another room on that floor includes

showcases of sacred objects from differrent
countries used on different Jewish holidays.
In one case there are about 35 different

Family in Israel

continued from pg. 9
formed her that security was tight, yet
schools were open as usual. “My father
teaches at Bar llan, the schoot of the mur-
derer. He described the campus as being
fifled with reporters.” Despite the fact that
Sukenik currently lives on 34th St she feels
that “Israel 1s my home nows.. When you
know your home is so unstable a new fear
of the unknown develops.”

A Night On the Town

The Jewish Place on Museum Mile

menorahs from different countries, mostly
from the 19th and 20th centuries. There s a
room with a Shabbai theme, and on display
are the different objects used to observe the
day. including challah boards, candle sticks,
and havdallah sets. Other displays had Fes-
tival themes. The main purpose of these
displays is to show that throughout the cen-
turies. Jews have developed rituals associ-
ated with observing the laws set forth in the
Torah and have developed objects to be used
in carrying out those rituals. Also worth ex-
periencing on the fourth floor is a recorded
highlights tour narrated by Dustin Hoffrman.

The third floor is the continuation of

Culture and Continuity but features art by
non-Jews as well as Jews who are grappling
with the Jewish experience. In their art, one
can see the difficulties of interaction between
Jews and those around them, including
marginalization, anti-semitism and xenopho-
bia. There 1s a sculpture on display called
The Holocaust by George Segal. He is an
American-bom artist who creates one of the
most heartwrenching Holocaust images us-
ing plaster, wood and wire, although he is
not a Holocaust survivor. (During my visit,
the second floor was temporarilty closed, due
to the installation of a new exhibit. It is now
reopened, and the exhibit, Russiun Jewish
Artists in a Century of Chunge, will run un-
til January 28.)

On the main floor there is a fascinating
exhibition on view through January 14,
1996, called A New England Wooden Syna-
gogue: Building Temple Israel, Greenfield,
MA, featuring photographs, drawings and
models that iliustrate the conceptualization
process and design of Temple Israel by ar-
chitect M. Louis Goodman. He chose to pay
homage to the centuries old wooden syna-
gogues of Eastern Europe and their tradition
as great works of folk art.

Throughout the months of, November

Recycling “Led”

By Suzanne Baran .

Robert Plant and Jimmy Page may both
be over 43, bt they are still as vibrang and
cnergetic as they were 27
they first formed Led Zeppelin, along with
John Paul Jones and the fate John Bonham
Page and Plant’s Zoso 1995 our came to an

vears age when

end as Madison Square Garden hosted therr
Last two show s on October 26 and 27
present with an estimated 23.000 fans at the
second to last show on October 26, The
opcnilxgml ragically Hip, was anvthing
but. and they played for hall an hour. Then
the lights dimmed. and the crowd went wild
as Robert Plant sashayed on stage and sang
“The Wonton Song.” while Page helted out

I was

the chords on his 12 string electric guitar

Page and Plant sounded as bold as they
did in their younger days when they per-
formed “Whole Lotta Love.” and when Plant
broke into a Doors chant on “Break on
Through.” the cnergy in the stadium coutd
be felt by all. Accompanying Page and Plant
were 23 viohinists. a dozen drummers. sev-
eral banjo players, and a hurdy-gurdy solo-
1st. Plant spun around and sang “in the
Evening™ with effortless gusto.

After two hours and forty minutes. the
duo exited the stage despite protest from the
audience. In P&P's absence, their 24,000
fans applauded; their lighters aglow. Just
when | thought the crowd could not possi-
bly getany louder, Page and Plant came back
on stage. The familiar chords marking the
beginning of “Black Dog™ brought cheers
from the enthusiastic audience. Plant and his
fans alternated singing verses of the ever
popular hit. The final song of the evening
was “Kashmir.”

Page and Plant embody the very essence
of classic rock. They were the “founding
fathers” of heavy metal, and will always be
known as pioneers of their time. They
brought an entire audience of varied genera-
tions to euphoria without having to resort to
playing their music as if they were still in
their 20°s.  As they sing in “Stairway to
Heaven™: The tune will come at last when
all are one and one is all, to be a rock and
not to roll. Page and Plént are not old or
washed out, they are master musicians who
will always be legends.

and December, the Jewish Museum is show-
ing film documentaries about Jewish life in
Russia during the 20th centuries. One of the
most fascinating is a film by Alexander
Askoldov, Commissar, which portrays the
relationship between a Red Army com-
mander and a poor Jewish family, and their
cultural differences.

The film was banned by the Soviet gov-
ernment for over 20 years, resurfacing to
great acclaim at international film festivals
in the late 1980°s. Commissar will be shown
on Tuesday. December 5 at 6:30 pm. The
Jewish Muscum is open Sunday through
Thursday and is accessible by the Madison
Avenue bus. For more information, call
(212) 423-3224.
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Teaching Against
the Odds

The Book That
Inspired the Film

by Rebecca Strong

Recently, 1 watched the movie Danger-
ous Minds only because [ had read the book
it was based on, My Posse Don’t Do Home-
work. Not surprisingly, the book is better.
Luanne Johnson, a white ex-marine, tells her
own story. Johnson was an English teacher
at an inner-city school dominated by guns.
sex, violence, and poverty. Yes, she ended
up being the hero in her book, but what im-
pressed me was how she gained trust and re-
spect from her students

These black and Hispanic students hated
white society because of the wealth they saw
displayed in white neighborhoods. The stu-
dents espeeially hated their white teachers
because they felt that these teachers did not
atternpt to understand them or their lifestyles
Originally, Johnson was like the other teach-

.ers because she used ancient education ma-

terials, books which her students couldn’t
cven attempt to grasp. These were students
who had to worry about survival, not basic
grammar!

Once Johnson saw that she wouldn't be
able to reach her students through archaic
teaching material, she decided to try to make
connections with ner students. Through the
connections she made, Johnson was able to
bring grammar alive to the students by us-
ing examples from their own lives. Johnson
made an effort to visit the neighborhoods
where her students lived. so she could better
relate to them.

The book contains many more stories
of Johnson’s struggles with her students.
Through reading about her daily encounters,
1 really felt as if | knew the individual per-
sonality of each student. The book focused
on six students and followed them through-
out their high school careers. It dealt with
conflicts in the students’ lives, For example,
did Raul get the money to pay back the street
vender before the stolen coat was discov-
ered? Would Nikki be able to complete high
school, despite her being pregnant?

The movie showed fewer daily encoun-
ters between Johnson and her students and
focused more on the culture of inner city
youth. Maybe the producers felt that the
cultural elements such as music and cloth-
ing were important for the movie so the
viewer would better understand the lifestyle
of the students. However, I feel that the fo-
cus on culture detracted from the purpose of
the movie, which was to show how a white
teacher reached inner city youth.

[ would definitely recommend that all
students majoring in education read My
Posse Don’t Do Homework. The movie
Dangerous Minds, which stars Michelle
Pfeiffer, did not leave as much of an impact,
but it was still a strong film with an impor-
tant message.

A-r-t-S

Like Two Eagles

By Dina Bogner

It is very rare that one finds a play that
one can relate to so strongly when, in real-
iy, it has very little to do with one’s hte
Upon initially reading the play Like Two
Eagles, by Tuvia Tenenbom, [ was so pro-
foundly moved. that 1 knew I had to be in-
volved in its production in some way. When
oftered the opportunity 10 assist the costume
designer in @ New York production of the
play. | readily accepted

Tenenbom is artistic director of'a com-
pany calted The Jewish Theater of New York
at Synchronicity Space, which had its debut
production. Meah Shaarim: One Hundred
Gates, last year. Like Two Eagles tells the
story of an Israeli baby and a Paiestinian
baby who are switched at birth by a nun, who
claims to have had a vision of the Virgin
Mary telling her to do so in order to help the
two nations understand one another. The
babies meet as adults twenty years later, with
the Palestinian baby boy now an IDF sol-
dier. and the Israeli girt now a militant Hamas
member. The two fall in love and wish to
marry. The height ofthe drama occurs when
the nun returns to tell her story. and the Is-
racli religious courts, who had denied the
“Palestinian™ girl the right to convert and
marry the soldier, does not know what to do.
The play ends with the girl asking G-d 1f she
could continue calling Him "Atlah,” because
that is how she has always known him

The play consists of many short scenes.
all of which are meant to convey to the au-
dience the striking similaritics between the
Jewish, Christian and Muslim religions. The
sheik, nun and rabbi are all depicted as fa-
natics, leading their innocent young follow-
crs to extreme acts. A religious Jew in the
audience would certainly be offended by the
comparison between a sheik who convinces
a young Arab to go on a suicide mission and
a rabbt who tiptoes around a cemetery to
avoid stepping on Jewish graves.

Since the play was written by a Jew, the
Arabs are depicted as much more crazed and
violent than the Jews, but the portrayal of
religious Jews in the play is highly exagger-
ated. All the slightly offensive parts of the
play, however, are forgotten during the scene
in which two masked Arabs attack and kill a
young Israel girl. Even though I had seen
the scene rehearsed, and even though Tknew
the actors, as [ sat in the audience and
watched the play on opening night, my eyes
filled with tears, as did those of all my friends
who had come to see the play with me.

I cannot say 1 agreed wholeheartedly
with ail the play had to say, and I cannot say
it was the most professional Off-Broadway
piece I had ever seen, but it was certainly
the most thought-provoking. [t is important
for American Zionist Jews to realize that they
cannot possibly understand all that 1s going
on in tsracl. One of the play’s me:
that it is naive to belicve that the
atotally peaceful peole. Some of the soldiers
in the play are depicted as bloodthirsty and
cold, ready to shoot any Arab for merely
hanging out laundry with the colors of the

* Palestinian flag. Yet Moshe, the play’s pro-

ages was

srachs are

tagonist (and the born Arab), s peace loy
ing and gentle

[tis interesting to note that none ot the
Arabs scem i the least bit compassionate
or mnterested 1n peace. but the play does
strongly reinforce the idea that young Ar-
abs are brainwashed by their elders with sto-
ries of the utopia offered to those who sacri-
fice their fife for Allah

Political and emotional opinions aside.
Like Two Eagles was a very good Off-
Broadway production. Most of the actors
were wonderful, some playing more than one
role quite convincingly. The leads were ex-

remely professional and really brought the
characters of Moshe and Lillah the born 15
racliy to hife Robert Kaltin, who direcred
Yentl on Broadway, did an excelient job ol
directing thes production. making an often
confusiny seript flow very smoothly

iike Two Fagles ran untl SNovember
Stheand therefore those of vou who did not
catch it missed vour chance. However |
highly recommend keeping vour eyes open
for future Jewish Theater of New Yark Pro-
ductions. because thew will <erve to open
vour eyes a little wider

dIn

Clue
3 4 B Fs

78 9 ho Pt

13

14

33
39
5
59 |60
64
7

ACROSS

1. Cushion

4. Mad dog

9. Source of com
12. Gov. agency (abbr.)
13. Water in tissues
14. Plural verb

15. Fleet of warships
17. The Earth

19. [neline

21. Departure estlmate (abbr.)
22. Red vegetable
24. ‘Perfect’’ number
26. Roof covering
29. Small isiands

31. On fire

33. Beetle

34. Gross ton (abbr.)
35 Rogens
37. Fail bebind

39. Negative

40. Cloth border

42. Motst

43. 0d

46. Snare

48. Ocean

50. Female horse

51 Negative word
53. Approximaiely
55. Servile work

58. Churned milk
61. Slnghe

62. Alrcratt operutor
64, Ever (poetic)
65, Strange
66. Chairs
67. Male sheep

DOWN

1, Green vegetable
2. Spring month (2bbr.}

3. Msiden

4. Do over

5. Adjust

6. Verb

7. Valley

8. NW state (abbr.)

9. Open

10, Wager

16. Change

3. Attached (abbr.;

20. Rope-tike fish

22, Loop in & rope

23. Organic compound

5. Nothing

27. One who avolds people
28. Wear away

30. Scatter seed

32. Small amount {slang}
36. Affirmative

38, Complete range of
anything

41. Contalning men

43. Brewed drink

45, Cloth shred

47, Hawaifan food

45. Momaatery superior
52, Spigots

54, Those not In office
56, Cow sound

56. Finish

57, Untruth

9. A

60. Rapid eye movenrénl
(abbr.) . : R
£3. Southern state (abbr)
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The Art of the Kick

Karate Instructor Sarah Cohen

By Sheara Fredman
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Cohen's students at SCW remarked
about how much they leam in her class and
emoy each session. kyven though the class 13
taught on a basic level. the students feel they
are gaining in their ability to protect them-
selves as well as enhancing their own phys
cal condition

Black-belt Sarah Cohen ready for action.

Cohen, @ dedicated teacher who came
1o teach her class at SCW the night of her
black belt test, remarked about the fun she
lis teaching SCW women. She teaches
blocks, hicks and punches.and says,“don’t
cxpect them to remember all of the tech-
niques. but as long as they are more aware.
that means 1've done my job..."

When disscussing all that Tora Dojo has
provided her with, Cohen enumerated is
benefits, Aside from simply making her

physically prepared for a potential attacker.
harate has provided her with a emendous
amount of self respect, selt esteem and selt
confidence
ko ledge of'the body . muscle and pres
points, Furthermore. Tora Dojo has acted for
her as @ stress reliever and calming agent

She has also gained much

ure

Atter @ rough business day. she enjoys re-
lieving her tension through Tora Dojo.

Peaple ofien undertake the study of
martial arts with preconceptions. The best
advice W beginner. Cohen said, is to leave
all previous notions at the door and enter a
mantial ants studio with an open mind and
readiness to learn. Give yourself time and
expect no magic. for there is nonc in the
martial arts. only sweat and hard work, pa-
tience and perseverance, and ultimatety,
great inner confidence.

ANNOUNCING THE 1995-96 LADY MAC
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE:
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Managment and Union Settle

Continued from pg. 1

know that we 're being serious.” His con-
cerns stem from the fact that with the pur-
chase of a new residence hall for SCW stu-
dents and the number of enrollees on the
rise. workloads are increasing but benefits
are being cut.”

In a fiver handed out last Wednesday.
1199 members urged YU faculty and stu-
dents to “do the right thing - don’t let your
morals be compromised!!” The flyer states
that many union members take home less
than $400 a week. They are requesting a job

security guarantee for the butk of their mem-

bers, protecting their lives and the fives of

their families.
Clark's request is a sincere one. 1 pray
4 dot for the situation. | hope G-d will do

good. Something has to come. because G-d
15 good.”

His plea is for an understanding w be
reached soon. "1 ask for understanding on
both sides.”

Negotiating Commitiee members were
unable to be reached for conment

The Observer

245 Lexington Avenue
New York, New York 10016




