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Stern Women” Score
High on LSAT

By Racheli Felsman

SCW students achieved re-
markably high scores on the June
1995 examination of the Law
School Admission Test (LSAT)
Dean Michael Hecht. pre-law ad-
visor for both YC and SCW, de-
scribed the LSAT as “the most
competitive national examination
purporting to test academic apti-
tude and/or achievement in the
United States.”

SCW applicants hold a 90%
acceplance rate at American Bar
Association-accredited schools.
The median score of SCW students
who took the exam last June placed
them in the 83rd percentile, and one
fifth of the students scored in the
top three percent of the LSAT,

According to Hecht, last
year's results follow “a decade-
long pattern of significant increase
of Stern women’s scores.”

Hecht attributed the increase
in LSAT scores to improvements
in SCW's Judaic Studies program

“The skills that one develops
in intensive Judaic Studies are the
very skills that the LSAT tests for,”
Hecht said. “Those skills include
close textual analysis and the abil-

Besamim Displays and Entertains

By DV Goldring

On Thursday, December 7,
Besamim Literary and Arts Jour-
nal opened the doors of Koch Au-
ditorium to the fourth annual Stu-
dent Works Exhibit. This annual
event offers SCW students an op-
portunity to display their artistic
talents in the areas of writing and
visual arts. The exhibit consisted of
several choice pieces of literature
and artwork ranging from poems
and short stories to paintings and
photographs.

Not only does this event serve
as an outlet for students’ artistic
cxpression, it also welcomes pro-
fessional members of the greater
literary and artistic communities.
This year two distinguished guests
were invited to address students
about working as a professional in
the arts.

The literary speaker, Leah
Leiman, has served as head writer
of the television soap opera “Days
of Qur Lives,” as well as for other
daytime series. She has also
authored six books and is currcmiy
developing a new television drama
serics. Leiman graduated from
SCW in 1967 with a degree in En-
glish, simply “because I loved to
read.” Upon graduation, she had

ity to organize complex material.™

In pas
a disparity of LSAT results be-
tween YC and SCW students. YC'
students have generally scored
higher than the women, partiatly
due to the men’s intensive Talmu-
dic study. This disparity has disap-
peared over the last decade, and
this time, the women scored better
In fact, last year the median score
of YC studerits who took the LSAT
placed them mn the 80th percentile,
three percentage points below the
women's median score. The high
test scores among the women are
“real consequences of extraordi-
nary change in Jewish Studies,”
Hecht said.

An average of 15 t0 20 Stern
students apply to law school annu-
ally, subsequent to an ““enormous
boost which begaun in the 80s and
continued unabated since then,”
said Hecht. He has high hopes for
this year's applicants. “This year
more than one third will be in the
92nd percentile or better,” said
Hecht, “and many present very
impressive extracurricular and aca-
demic credentials.”

decades there has been

Days of Our Lives writer Leah Leiman told s

Israeli Chemist, Former Statesman,
Lectures at YU

By Rena May
The fifth annual Ira Kukin
Chemistry Lecture series was held
at the Uptown Campus on Wednes-
day. December 6. The evening be-
gan with an informal soctal hour
and dinner, where students, faculty
and members of the administration
met and tatked with Professor
Ephraim Katchalski-Katzir of the
Weizmann Institute of ¢
Rehovot, Israel.
~ Katzir is a renown biochem-
ist. His discovery of polymers lead
to the advancement in the world of
modem molecular biology. He also
served the Jewish people and the
Jewish State as the fourth President
of Israel from 1973 to 1978.
Dr. Roald Hoffman, a visiting

cience of’

professor ot Chenmustry, Nobel
Laureate and previous Kukin lec-
turer, introduced Katvzir, Katsir
addressed the diverse audience on
the topic of “A Scientist as State
President - Experiences and Expec-
tations.” He dedicated his lecture
to the memory of his “dear triend
and colleague.” Yitzchak Rabin
Katzir discussed his experi-
ences as president during a turbu-
lent ime in the history of the State
of Israel. Having a scientist as
president was not a new concept for
fsraelis. In fact. Katzir said. at that
time “if you studied chemistry. vou
had a 50° chance of becoming
president of Isracl!™ Chaim

Werzmann, the Institute’s nane-
wake and the first president of {s-
racl, was also w scientist
Weizmann warned Katzir not to
mix politics with science. Katzir
did not heed that advice

Katzir strongly believes tha
the academic commumity has a
moral obligation to be mvolved n
the welfare of the public. So he
became involved with politics and
hecame the chief scientist for the
Lsrach Detense Department

At one ume. he believed that
his scientific background would
help him in the presidency. but
soon learned that it is difficult to
influence hardball politics. The

Water Main Breaks Leaving
Brookdale Dry

By Elisheva Wohlgemuth

For several hours on Tuesday,
January 30, Brookdale Hall was in-
convenienced by an unexpected
drought. A water main break in
midtown Manhattan left dorm resi-
dents without running water and
without an indication of when 1t

2

tudents how she got her

big break.

little direction and decided to study
theater because she enjoyed it.
Slowly, with the right connections
and a little luck, she built her way
to the top: from literally knocking
on producers” doors to becoming
the head writer of the highest rated
daytime drama series.

After describing her personal
experiences, Leiman then ex-
pressed just how hard it is to be
Jewish when trying to get ahead in
the writing business. “No one’s
interested in your principles,” a
dismayed Leiman exclaimed.
“Generally the writer is the low
man on the totem pole,” she said.
She described how being a
shomeret Shabbat and raising a
family come into conflict with

working in this cutthroat industry.
But not all her words were this
discouraging. Leiman explained
that while getting ahead in the lit-
erary world is difficult, if one is
really dedicated and motivated and
persevering, one can succeed.
Leiman concluded with a question-
answer session and explained to
students how to get “ins” to the lit-
erary and TV world. She also said
that those with talent should write
books, because in that form, the
product is the writer's own unadul-
terated manuscript and message.
The second speaker to address
the students was renowned artist
Frederick Temna. By presenting a
diverse collection of his works,
Continued on page 3

would be restored.

SCW administration was
quick to react to the water crisis.
Associate Director of Facilities
Management Jeffrey Socol orga-
nized a 24-hour van service be-
tween the dorm and the school
building in the event that the water
not be restored before morning.
Because the water in the school
building was unaffected by the
break, students would have been
able to take showers in the school
building gym. Also, signs were
posted urging students to visit

friends in independent-housing
whose water was still intact

Fearing the worst, some stu-
dents trekked to Sim's 24-hour

grocery store to buy bottled
water. Students stocked up on min-
eral water, unsure when the water
shortage would end.

The water company and other
repair facilities corrected the prob-
lem less than four hours after the
crisis had begun, Once the initial
brown water and erratic water pres-
sure had subsided. regular water
service was restored

New Pentium Computers
Up and Running

By Leah Schiffman

Students returning after the
semester break found that SCW's
computer facilities have been up-
dated to support multi-media pro-
grams, soundcards, speakers and
CD-ROM drives. The third floor
computer labs received new 133
MHz Pentium computers which
cost over $3,000 each and come
with built-in Internet adapte
though some students prefer hav-
ing separate Internet terminals.

“[ think that it’s good that
they're getting computers with
more Internet capabilitics bt it
iends itself to problems if students
need to use word processing for
schoolwork when someone else
wants the computer for e-mail,”
said Sarah Friedman, SCW "98

The new biology fab, in which
flooring will soon be completed,

will receive 11 of the new comput-
ers. Inaddition. 12 computers will
be added to the lower level Heidi
Steinberg Library in the North
Wing. The faster machines, pro-
vided for by five separate grants.
are expected to arrive during the
first week of intersession and be
available to students and faculty by
the beginning of next semester
There wili then be a total of about
42 computers available, not includ-
ing those in the biology lab and li-
brary. Onc of the new additions
will be installed in the facuity com-
putcr room
Betty Gordon, Supervisor of
Computer Labs at SCW, said this
will “enable faculty members to
become comtortable with the new
technology n privacy.”
Student computer lab assis-
Continued on page 7
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ctions on the Unity Rélilrlry

A Dangerous Rift

By Raren Milter
On Sumday. December 1001 joined
ens of thousands of my fellow Jewsan
gathering 1t Madivon Square Girden to
commemorite the Joss of our Late Prime
Mimster, Yitechak Rabine 27E The theme
; | of the day was Jewash umty . The event
| brought together Jew wsh communal metn-
’ ’ bers from Albany . Boston and alt over
‘ New York. 1 was broadeast via satetlite
‘ | commumties around the countey. i -
E g 1 that pational flasor
After an hour of waiting m the htter
cold. Tmade my way through the crowd.
and tinatly o a seat (something which 1
diseon ered later was unfortunately demed
to several thousand others) just as the pro-
gram began
1 found most of the event itself 1o be
quite inspiring. Leah Rabin, though a bit
bitter (and understandably so) echoed the
words of earlier speakers, and encouraged
Jewish solidarity. In her cracking voice
she spoke of the pain she had expenienced
every time she passed a poster of her hus-
band in a kafia, or heard protesters out-
side her window shout “Death to the mod-
em-day Hitler.” " And now” she said, “the
are gone. No more Yitzchak with
aswastika. Instead. “Shalom Chaver’ and
*Shimon, vou are not alone.™
1 telt ashamed for my community. |
wanted to run up on stage and shake her
and beg her to understand that not all re-
ligious Jews hud disseminated such repug-
nant propaganda; in fact, there are even a
few of us who sang “Shir Leshalom™
along with Yitzchak Rabin moments be-
fore his life was taken... not just after.
The most eloquent speaker of the day
was newly appointed Prime Minister
Shimon Peres. There were no traces of
hard feelings toward the religious com-
munity when he spoke. Quite the contrary
he was a proponent of debate, but not of

hatred, hie was one of the few who adve
cated untty among “thase who are
aoainstand those who are for the peace
Vitzchak produced. He renunded the
audience that krach s o democtabie state,
ot 4 hietatorship, and that “when vou
have tw o view s v ol don thave t become
o peoples

Untortumteh . these day s, Lihink we
mas hay e already hecome two peoples. 1
sat m Madison Square Garden, and while
all the speakers spouted the rhetone of
“unity and peace.” the woman behind me
complained that it was all hecause of the
Orthodox Jews (“those closed-minded

right wingers who refused o listen to a
woman sing in public”) that she was de-
prived of the privilege of hearing Barbara
Streisand in concert

We know very well that for much of
the Orthodox community, both in the
United States and in Israel, the need for
repentance which normally hovers over
us during £l has come a few months
early this year. As Rabbi Avi Weiss said,
“It 1s time we stop peinting fingers out-
ward toward others and start pointing fin-
gers inward toward ourselves.” If the
woman sitting behind me in Madison
Square Garden knew an Orthodox Jew,
perhaps she would not have been so
closed to our laws and beliefs. 1f a right-
wing Jew would only listen to a Jew on
the left. he or she might come to the real-
ization that the jeft-wing cause is valid as
well. 1t1s about time we start focusing on
relating to our fellow Jews; it is time we
start talking with and becoming sensitive
to the ones we do see eye to eye with, and
to those people (with the exclusion of
extremists on either side} with whose par-
ticular opinions we may not necessarily
agree.

We at Stern must recognize that this

Continued on page 3

Lessons from the Past

By Tikvah Shachter

“History repeats itself” The Ameri-
can Revolution. the Civii War, the French
Revolution. World War [, WWII, The
War of Independence. The "36 War, the
Korean War, the Vietnam War., The Six
Day War. The Yom Kippur War... the list
seems infinite. | never wanted to believe
in this infamous axiom. Somehow. in my
naive. utopian mind | always had faith in
humankind. After all humanity has en-
dured in the last 5,000 years, | thought we
would have learned. But have we? Are
we just egotistical creatures, who say the
right words at the right times but don’t
really mean it?

Sorry for being so pessimistic, but
tately I have been deeply disturbed. 1t was
as 1 was coming out of the “Call for Unity”
at Madison Square Garden when that his-
torical statement slapped me in the face.
Across the street from Madison Square
Garden stood a group of people, mostly
in their 40s and 50s, many of the men with
kippot on their heads, yelling, “Peres is a
traitor, Peres is a traitor.” Their signs had
these same statements boldly markered
across them

1 almost cried. | had just come out of
amemorial for the slain Israeli Prime Min-
ister who was killed due to evil rhetoric,

| due to an ideology. In this service, to

which [ was an hour late because of the
mass Exodus heading into the Garden and
consequently had to wait two hours in the
cold, everyone talked about the need to
unite, to be one nation. Peres himself
called for unity, “whether or not you’re
for the peace process.” Vice President Al
Gore ended his speech (entrenched with
many Chanukah themes) with the Hebrew
words, “Banu choshech ligaresh. We
have come to banish the darkness.” All
different types of Jews - from the right or
left wing, Reform, Conservative,
unaffiliated - got up to sing the Song for
Peace, as well as Hatikvah. Israeli Chief
Rabbi Israel Meir Lau and Leah Rabin
stood next to cach on stage and sang those
words that helped build our homeland:
We have not yet lost our hope - “Od lo
avda tikvateynu.” Innocently, 1 actually
thought we had leamed. But1was wrong.
When I saw the sign€, 1 was disappointed.
1 am all for fréc speech; don’t get me
wrong. Everyone is entitled to an opin-
ion and to disagree with the government.
But there is a proper way to do this. Didn't
we learn what rhetoric against a person
could do? It’s fine to voice opposition,
but against a process, a “thing,” not
against a person. [ also believe there is a

Continued on column 3
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sses seedséense

There are approximately 600 students
Tiving in the SCW dorm, and countless more
in the outside apartments. The van service
is supposed to provide us with transporta-
tion to the schoo!, Penn station, the Port Au-
thority, Yeshiva College, and other off-cam-
pus exira-curricular activities. Considering
that each van seats only fourteen, how can
the few vans allotied to the Midtown cam-
pus sufficiently serve the needs of the 600
plus students living here?

Three nights a week there is a van pro-
vided to transport students to Beth Israel
Hospital to engage in the mitzva of Bikur
Cholim. One night recently, the van got filled
up and at least five students were turned
down - unable to go to Beth Israel, because
they had no transportation. Similarly, a
month ago two friends and I missed the Bikur
Cholim van after calling to ask the driver to
wait an extra minute. We begged the guards
10 send us another van, but our request was
turned down.

Doesn’t YU, as a rule, encourage its stu-
dents to reach out to the Jewish community?

sc0ssesscssseRsCeROTsTTS

Since this is undoubtediy the case, shouldn't
YU enable us to be active in these and other
extra-curricular activities by providing ad-
ditional van service?

The uptown campus has a number of
facilities that the Midtown campus lacks.
Often, SCW students need to make trips up-
town to the library or WYUR, or to attend
the YC Dramatics Society play, for example.
But latety, it has become a common phenom-
ena that when a student shows up at 5 p.m.
to sign up for a van and (as that is our first
opportunity to do so), the time she needs is
already filled up. Come at 5:15 and all the
vans for the evening may be filled up! It be-
comes rather frustrating to have to plan one’s
evening according to when there’s a spot
available on the van! It appears rather obvi-
ous that 600 Stern women cannot possibly
all fit into the fourteen spaces that are avail-
able every halfhour when the shuttle ieaves.
I'm extremely confused as to how the Mid-
town van service is serving Stem students
sufficiently. Please enlighten me.

Meredith Gaisin, SCW 96

Lessons from the Past

Continued from column 2

time and a place for everything. The Israeli
people are still in mourning. Have we for-
gotten that?

1 headed in the direction of the protest-
ers to see what was happening. As I got to
their corner, I couldn’t even speak to any of
them because they were heavily surrounded
by police officers. Right next to this group
was another contingent of people voicing
their opposition, but not against a person. [
initiated a conversation with these people,
to understand what their stance was, to un-
derstand why they proceed this way. Is land
worth lives? I wonder.

Who are we to judge? Have we fought

in the land, like Peres and Rabin? Can we
even understand what it's like? Look into the
future for a moment. If history really does
repeat itself, than we know that sooner or
later, more heads of state will be murdered.
‘We know this clearly from American his-
tory. And we also know that time will heal,
people will forget and resume their old ways,
not learning from past mistakes. Do we want
this? Can we afford this? Isn’t the Torah
there for us to always evaluate our actions
and our lives, and not to see everything in a
one-dimensional perspective? Only time will
tell whether we will uphold this historical
principle. For our sake, [ hope we don’t.
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From the Executive Editor

Why Vacation Is Good for Us

By Ziona Hochbaum

For many of us, coming back to school
after winter break evokes the same ughs and
arghs as does startig school i September
And this year, we had the muddy ressdue ot
the “Blizzard o 796" 1o compound our blahs,

Ihis difficulty readjusting o school
does not reflect a disaffection for learning
In tact, ftmay be less a function ol our pen-
eral dislike for homework and stress thun of
our nostalgia for the unique. real-lite expe-
ricnces we had over vacation

1t is on vacation that we learn what hes
beyond the threshold of SCW: snowy moun-
tains. kosher Cajun. art museums. distant
{friends and a holy land that beckons two
continents away. Plus tons of winter clothes
on sale. Holed up in a dorm all semester.
most of us have little opportunity for such
cultural and social pleasures. (For me.a com-
muter. the feeling of being stuck between
YU's four walls is much less acute.)

In a world where “a paper” means 15
pages. those students who got on a plane
during intercession - heading home or some-
where else - can testify to the need “getiing
away " serves. Those who weren't as lucky
(me) could still take a vacation in our own
backyards. When you live in Manhattan,
that’s not hard to arrange. I saw “Sunsct
Boufevard™ and two art exhibits. tried out
some new restaurants. went 10 a wedding,
and hetped my mother put together a sherva
brachot for the new couple.

But not everyone is convinced of the
merits of vacation for students. Nationwide,
proposals have been circutating to emulate
Japan by reducing summer vacation for
America’s schoolchildren by at least one
month. And thanks to the “Blizzard of °96,”

many public schoo! districts in the tri-state
arca have all but exhausted their reserve of
snow days. and are being forced to consider
cither cutting short spring recess or extend-
ing the school year.

Soon we'll be getting to work on our
summer plans. Although this anti-vacation
movement does not affect us at SCW, the
arguments supporting more classroom time
can arouse some guiit about looking forward
to summer. {You know, “We're here to
learn.” “Now’'s the time in our lives to con-
centrate on studying.”) My message to you
(and to myself) is: {t's OK 1o love vacation
more than school!

The significance of our time oft is that
itallows us to experience the world - nature,
culture, ete. - in situ. on its own turf. After
all, internships. trips, camps, volunteering,
even just plain relaxation. are not a vacation
from life. They are life - reul life. On vaca-
tion, more than in a classroom or on a field
trip, each of us becomes the most important
kind of student. a student of life.

Found: New Assistant to
Director of Student Services

By Observer staff

After months of searching, SCW has
hired Beth Hait to replace Ilene Himber as
Assistant to the Director of Student Services
Hait, who has a graduate degree in counsel-
ing from Brooklyn College and another
Master’s in Jewish studies from Columbia
University, hopes that Stern will provide a
rich environment for “helping people within
the Jewish community.”

Hait's responsibilities include meetings
with all first-time students to orient them and
to check on their progress and adjustment,
helping orchestrate Shabbatonim, and most
importantly being “another ear available to
listen to student problems.” Having previ-
ously served as Assistant Director of
Brovender's post-high school program, Hait
hopes to utilize her experience in making
student life as comfortable as possible.

“Students in college have a difficult time
- the end of adolescence, life choices. You

"

need a place to air your thoughts and con-
cerns and doubts, and it is important to have
someone to express those thoughts and feei-
ings with.”

Hait said she was excited tobe here as a
resource for the students and hopes they will
come to her with all their problems, big or
small.

Dangerous Rift

Continued from page 2

issue affects us as well. It is easy to get caught
up in the stress of final exams, and to ignore
what goes on outside of Brookdale Hall. But
for a school in which the students pride them-
selves on the high level of Torah study which
goes on within its walls, it pains me to admit

- that to this day, (two weeks after Rabin’s

shloshim) the sign-up board for a siyum in
memory of Yitzchak Rabin that hangs be-
side the cafeteria elevator still remains half-
empty.

It is easy to forget the inifial shock we

all felt when we heard that Yitzchak Rabin
had been assassinated. Thus, as a reminder,
the next time you enter into a heated debate
with someone who feels differently than you
do, and you feel frustrated because you are
s0 right and the other person is so wrong, 1
leave the wokds of a mourning widow from
last week’s event ringing in your ears: “s-
rael is crying, the world is crying... but in
his death he b‘cques!s peace... Jewish unity.”

Next year,

will spend a

No other university can make your
year in Israel so meaningful and so
worthwhile. The new Bar-llan
Junior Year of Jewish Heritage is
your chance of a lifetime to study
at a fuliy-accredited, world-class
academic institution, while enrich-
ing your Jewish identity.

thousands of ?
Jewish students |

year abroad.

Bar-llan
invites you to
spend your
year at home.

e BAR-ILAN JuNIOR YEAR OF JEWISHHERITAGE

Get crediit for what you belleve in. |

Calt: i
212.337.1286

Write:

Bar-llan University

Junior Year of Jewish Heritage
91 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10003

E-mail:

tobiu@village.ios.com

Renowned author Frederick Terna described

his artistic career throughout the Holocaust.

Besamim Exhibit

Continued from page |

Terna told his tife story, complete with all
his struggles and accomplishments. He be-
gan by showing some of his earliest sketches,
which he thought were lost as a result of the
Holocaust but which he found several years
ago by chance in Israel. Temna showed his
works in chronological order, reflecting his
change in perspective over the years.

He described to the audience how he
began his artistic career, and when he de-
cided to become a professional artist. As a
young man in the Terazin Ghetto his activi-
ties were limited to manual labor. Once while
working in the forest, he was inspired by the
trees, and sketched the foliage on scraps of’
paper: his first work. “I knew that if 1 sur-
vived the war, that I'd become an artist.”
TFérna said. He related his experiences in the
ghetto, and then in Auschwitz, as well as his
resocialization after the war. This hack-
ground explained the emotion and meaning

behind several of his drawings and paintings.
Hearing about how he was tormented by his
many tragic experiences, it was easy for the
audience to detect his struggle to tell the
horrors of the Holocaust, to reconcile them
with the Jewish faith, and yet to block out
his frightening memories. Through the ma-
nipulation of diverse symbols and techniques
in his works, Temna conveyed these complex
emotions

The exhibit was open to students, fac-
ulty and the public from December 7 to 12.
This event has quickly become a tradition at
SCW. because of the realization of how im-
portant it is for the student body to have an
arena in which they can freely express them-

«selves. Excited about the success of the ex-

hibit, Besamim Associate Literary Editor
Daphna Frankel, SCW *96; said "~ It's a credit
to each studentwho cantribuited wbrks to the
exhibit and to SEW to see sucha remark-
able display oftalent and creativity.”
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" Yeshiva University |
Office of the Dean of Students

Dear Students,

On behalf of the Office of the Dean of Students, we would like to take this opportunity to
welcome our returning and new students for the spring, 1996 semester:

Adjusting to college life can be both exciting and challenging. The staff of the Department
of Student Services is committed to helping you through these challenging times. Whether
you require assistance through the complexities of registration and academic life; guidance
or advice regarding career opportunities, graduate and professional schools; or develop-
ment of job search techniques, TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXPERTISE. If you are in
need of counseling or even a reassuring hand, we encourage you to meet with our caring
staff to discuss your needs and concerns.

Last year the University established an Academic Advisement Center which offers a variety
of advisement services to our students at the Midtown Center. We are pleased that the
Center’s services were widely used. Drop in soon and meet with the Advisers.

DO NOT WAIT UNTIL YOU FEEL FRUSTRATED AND OVERWHELMED. We encourage
you to take full advantage of these services so that your college years can be most produc-
tive and rewarding,.

As a new semester begins, we wish you continued success in your endeavors.
- -

Hatzlachah Rabbah,

%ﬂ—‘\ ; Zelda Braun %(/ W-

Efrem Nulman David Himi:)er

University Dean of Students  Assistant Dean of Students Associate Dean of Students
F416 MID 114 F416
Ms. Beth Hait Ms. Alexis Levitt Mr. Hal Tannenbaum
Coordinator of Student Services Residence Supervisor (Career Placement)
(Guidance and Student Activities) (Housing Concerns/ MID 923
MID 133 Dormitory Living Issues) . .
B8RH 1G Dr. David Weisbrot

Dr. Michael Hecht {Pre-Health Advisement)

Associate Dean, YC Mrs. Marga Marx MID 110

(Pre-Law Advisement) (International Student .

MID 1020 Advisement) Ms. Adrienne Wolif
Rabbi Shiomo Hochberg MID 104 Wb azg oomen
(General Guidance) Mrs. Lillian Newton, RN

‘MID 104 )(ar\%edical Services)

Prof. Ira Jaskoli H28,

Assistant Dean, SSSB Mrs. Ethel Orlian

(Career Services Director) . Assistant Dean, SCW

MID 905 (Academic Advisement)

Ms. Naomi Kapp - MG 102

(Career Services) Dr. Eli Sar, M.D.

MID 923 (Medical Services)

BRH 2B
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More Than Apathy Keeps Some
Students from Giving Blood

By Susan Jacebs

Encouraged by a deluge of publicity to
“Sign up for the blood drive today,” SCW
students have responded positively to the
summons to help save lives with a mere pint
of their life-sustaining fluid. Indeed, these
noble actions are sure to result in many happy
endings for those in need of blood. But talk-
ing to those who do not siga up to give blood
may be just as intriguing as to those who
choose to brave the ncedle.

The New York Blood Center imposes
certain regulations on blood donors. Blood
donors must be at least 17 years old, in good
heaith, and weigh at least 110 pounds. In
addition, donors are not accepted if they have
donated blood within the past 56 days. Some
SCW students are ineligible to donate blood
because they fail to meet the above require-
ments, but other students are unable to give
blood for less typical reasons.

Even for students without serious health
concerns, the loss of blood can have a sig-
nificant health impact. Rebecca Rosen, SCW
*96, will not be participating in the blood
drive this year because of concerns for how
the loss of blood will affect her health. “Giv-
ing blood tends to drain me for a couple of
days, and I'm afraid that I can’t afford this

umpact on my health right before finals.”

Some students choose to be involved in
other ways with the blood drive because of
their own inability to participate. Saritte
Mitgang, SCW *96, the organizer of this
year’s blood drives, will be unable to donate
blood herself. “I'm organizing the event
because | feel it’s important to donate blood,
cven though 'm not able to,” she said.

Mira Goldis, SCW 98, who s also in-
volved in signing students up for the blood
drive, tried once o give blood, but was un-
able to because her pulse was too high. 1
finally worked up the confidence to go give
blood, and physically { was abie to, but I was
just too nervous,” she said.

The emotional impact of giving blood
can’t be underestimated. The experience of
giving blood for the first time can be fright-
ening. Dannie Friedman, SCW '98, recog-
nizes the importance of giving blood, but will
also not be participating in the drive because,
“| just can’t take pamn.”

Many of those who don’t sign up to give
blood aren’t deterred by apathy, but rather
by personal concerns and health factors be-
yond their control.

BAR-LAN UNIVERSITY OF SRAEL

i pleased to announce that it will offer

INTRODUCTION TO CHEMISTRY [ &2w LAB
and

ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 1 & 2 w/ LAB

THIS SUMMER

00 its main Ramat Gan campus

: JULY 1- AUGUST 22 (§ weeks)

Student Assistants Take Some
Fear Out of Lab

By Aviva Frohlich

For more information please contact the
Bar-flan Office of Academic Affair:

For biology, chemistry, physics and or-
ganic chemistry students, laboratory work
can offer challenges both in theory and in
practice.

Student lab assistants aim to ease the
tension associated with lab time. Lab assis-
tance was originally instituted as a work-
study program. Student lab assistants help
the students maximize their understanding
of the lab, as well as case the professors’
workioads.

“Because | have experience in chemis~
try, it's easy for me to answer questions,”
said Azita Simoni, SCW 96, a chemistry lab
assistant. “Also, | really enjoy working with
people.”

The role of a laboratory assistant 1s not

being an assistant is an enjoyable position.
“Qrganic chemistry was one of my favorite
courses so ! like that [ have the opportunity
1o be involved. I try to make the organic
chemistry lab’s atmosphere a little more re-
taxing for the student,” she said.

Many of the assistants benefitted from
similar programs when they were students
in lab. Now armed with knowledge and ex-
pertise in those areas, they want a chance to
reciprocate.

“Looking back, I remember how con-
fused I was in lab. I’'m amazed how simple
it scems now. Being able to help the students
is rewarding as well as fun,” said Mira
Heflmann, SCW 96, an organic chemistry
lab assistz

limited to simply answering questions. As-
sistants help students with their experiments,
explain assignments and grade lab notebooks
or papers. These responsibilities take a tre-
mendous amount of stress off the professors,
especially in labs with a large number of stu-
dents.

According to Lauren Insel, SCW 96,

Science students are glad to have extra
help. “Sometimes 1 just need a simple ex-
planation of the lab assignment,” said Aliza
Kalton, SCW *98. “The assistants work with
us one-on-one and are really great about
answering all our guestions. I really appre-
ctate them.”

HKetuabot
KESUBAS

Kesuvas

Any way Hou say i, spell i, like it .
made to order to Four script, y{y/z & art :p{[i/i’tatiom

For information. please contact:
Shmuel Herzfeld
. 1-212-923-8656 or 1-718-761-5025

223371286
TOBIUGVILLAGE.108.COM

APPLICATION DEADLINE: MAY 1

minimum registration required for each course

Fear of the New for Studénts
Navigating the Net

By Esther Barry

The Internet. For some it's an intimi-
dating computer function; for others, it's a
fun way to get information they did not have
access to before. More than 150 SCW stu-
dents own e-mail accounts. This is about 100
more students than the systermn was built to
handle. At any given time. there is a line of
at least four people waiting for the 10 termi-
nalsavailable. During breaks, the lines to use
the Internet go up to 15 or 20 individuals.

] use it to write letters to friends, and
to people in Israel, since it's much cheaper
than a phone call,” said Shira Lavin, SCW
*97. Other students use it to talk to family
members who don’t live nearby, or to get
current news from Israel. I use it to talk to
my friends who aren’t awake when | have
time to talk to them. It's much easier.” said
Ora Shinnar, SCW 97, X

Has anyone actually gotten lost on the
Net? According to computer operator Roneet
Wolf, SCW "97, most people catch on pretty
quickly. “It's s0 easy to follow'the directions
at the bottom of the screen, or ask a friend to
help you out,” she said. “The system really
is uses friendly. Word Perfect is harder to
use than the Intemet.”

Although most students are knowledge-

able when it comes to e-mailing their fami-
lies and friends. there are some who aren’t
as enlightened. “Some people don't rezlize
that you have to log off before you leave,”
said computer operator Nechama Mallin,
SCW '99. “Other people can then get into
their accounts and read or delete their mail "

Many students use the Net, but the fact
is, most do not take advantage of everything
it has to offer. “People don’t realize that we
have Gopher and Link.” said Lavin. “You
can play games or get information for a pa-
per. but people just don’t use it.”” One rea-
son may be because it's more fun to wnte
letters to friends than to figure out how to
use a new program. “People want to fean
about the World Wide Web, but it’s more
difficult to get into,” said Wolf. ~[ wish [
knew how to use the Web but I have no time
to figure it out™

Another deterrent to learning new
Internet techniques may be the 30-minute
time limit on the e-mail terminals. Other
contributing factors arc the slowness of the
computers and the fact that they often freeze.
“There are so many students qn Integnet. that
our systems go dlown,“ said Wolf, Wc re-
ally need to upgrade our-system.” o
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By Rosa Hollander
wside Fromaesthenicalhy beauntymg the
neihborhood with our maroon awng and
as we dart rathe on the way
W students are the lifeblood of

smling fac
to school.
the mamy businesses centered around 34th
Strect

W he hasn 't stroted mio Kinko's the
fright before a finaland waned o use the only

copy machine that actually w orhs” While

sometimes we don't notice the Rinko's em-
they Rnaw ux. We are the ones who
chool, you know the one down
he block™. When informed that the aame of
his anonymous school is Stern College,
Mark. the shift manager, nodded and said,
*Fused to work the daytime shift but since |
gan working at night [ see that students
lcome in to use the copiers.”™ Mark classified
SCW students as “self-serve customers who

fusually know what they are doing.”

Sims Deliand Grocery, not endowed by
Sy “a smart consumer s our best costumer™
Symus. 1s the plice students run to for a late-
night snach and a catteine fix. Rocky. the
fman at the counter. was under the impres-
sion that Stem is a dorm without a school
Alas. he did not know us by name but pointed
in direetion of the dorm as he said “Oh, those
pirls. they are no problem.”™ This was a well
that Stern
CONSUMKTS.

Jesens ed comphiment oo
students < some of Sims” bes
Rocky atlded that the students are “always
ind and friendly"" and noticed that much of
‘hat we buy is “kosher and dietetic.” He
shed to remuind residents of Brookdale Hall

What Do They Think of Us?

An Informal Survey of the People.of 34th Street

that Suns wil dehyer cofiy
Frtemann's doughauts free of chagge until
P20 AM

“Blake.” a hamstyhst at Pramates,
all his female
He notes that

knows us so well that he
clients if they attend SCW
stem students are “friendly” and mostly
come in to blow-dry their very curly Jocks,
espectally on Thursday nights Blake con-
fided that at times a girt will come in with
especially curly hair and would normatly be
charged up to $45. Blake undercharges such
customers by as much as S15.

Another place we all frequent is Bonne
Cleaners next door to the dorm. Rose, a 15-
vear employee, gushed that the girls she has
served thi r and in the past “are the pic-
est girls.” "They are very considerate and
lovely girls to be around.” she said. Rose
assures prospective customers that all clean-
ing is ready at the promised time. and that
Bonne Cleaners is the best around.

Ta the students who get their daily dose
of exereise at The Athletic Complex, Cindy
sends reg tudents have totd me how
wreat they feel after excercise, and that they
can get back to classes feeling refreshed,”
Cindy said. In comparing this year’s students
with past graduates. Cindy commented that
“the students of the past were really chatty
and mostly came to socialize. Now they are
as serious about exercise as the rest of us.”
Thanks Cindy, we were hoping you'd take

notice

> and a box ol

By Shani Katz

When Rabbi Shmuel Goldin, of Con-
eregation Ahavath Torah in Englewood.
N1 wrote an article to his local Jewish
newspaper about the Middle Last peacepro-
cess, he did not realize the impact it would
have. The reactions of the Jewish commu-
nity were both positive and negative.

Dr. Gilbert Kahn was one individual
who reacted positively. Kahn invited Goldin
to participate in sOmMe meetings w ith govern-
ment officials to discuss the peace process.
As a result. in the summer of 1994, Shvil
Hazahav was born. Goldin and Kahn formed
the coalition because they felt that the Or-
thodox community - particularly those who
support relinquishing land for peace - had
been left out of the debate over the peace
process. They wanted to give the Orthodox
community a voice to communicate with the
Isracli government.

Rabbi Saul Berman, a member of
SCW's Judaic Studies faculty. became in-
volved with the organization when Goldin
called him and asked it he would hike to par-
ticipate in some of their activities. He was
interested. Although Berman is not intensely
involved, he continues to take part in their
activities. Berman believes that “land for
peace is not only halachically permissible,
but denial of its permissibility is a fundamen-
tal falsification of halacha.”

) Initiaily, this group of rabbis tried to
communicate with the major Orthodox or-
ganizations. These organizations were not
receptive, and the rabbis were compelled to
found their own unit. According to a press

ATTENTION
STUDENTS!

eeesssccnnssse

For the spring semester,
the Heidi Steinberg
Library will open at 11
a.m. on Sundays on a trial

| basis.

Library use will be
‘monitored. So if you want
these earlier hours to
continue, p[ease take full.
advantage of the library.

release from February 1995, the activities of
Shvil Hazahav are “focused on trying to pro-
mote understanding and dialogue between
Orthodox Jews and the Israeli Government
with respect to the peace process.” The or-
ganization “attempts to represent a some-
what moderate voice in the Orthodox com-
munity,” said Kahn. They participate and

The “Goldin” Path

meet with leaders of the Israch government
and H'y to maintatn contact with them

Shvil Hazahav betieves that the poten-
tial for peace and security in lsrael lie within
the citizens of tsrael and the democratie gov-
crnment that they elect. They deal with these
concerns through dialogue with the current
Israeli government, and support the govern-
ment in their decisions

The views of this organization are pro-
moted through speeches by rabbis such as
Rabbi Yehuda Amital and Rabbi Aharon
Lichtenstein of Yeshivat Har Etzion, who
spoke on the issue of fand for peace accord-
ing to halacka. They have published mate-
rials and articles in the Jewish Week and the
Jewish World. Shvil Hazahav has recently
published a book entitled Vechai Bahem,
which dealyu@ the halachic aspects of land
for peace:

The organization is constantly reacting
publicly to events as they occur in Israel. It
also runs 2 series of informal meetings with
Israeli journalists and government leaders.
“We’ve becn able to sensitize leadership to
issues, both in tone and substance,” said
Kahn. “I believe the government today is far
more aware of the dimensions of the con-
cerns and interests of the Orthodox commu-
nity in {srael.”

The reaction of the Jewish community
to Shvil Hazahav, as to any new organiza-
tion, has been both positive and negative. As
with the peace process in general, many
people either express total support or are
competely opposed.

The debate over returning land for peace
has been going on since 1966. Now, accord-
ing to Shvil Hazahav's leaders, much more
then the peace process is at stake. “The
schism between the secular and the religious
is growing,” says Goldin, “and we hope to
show that you can be an Orthodox Zionist
and work with the government of Israel to
get your point across.”

Memorial Lecture on
Rabin’s Shloshim

By Elisheva Wohlgemuth
On Tuesday, December 5, a month af~
ter Rabin’s death, SCW students gathered
once again to remember, pay tribute and
learn from this leaders’s tragic death. Karen
Miller, SCW *96, and Rebecca Rosen, SCW
*96, organized this forum for students to dis-
cuss their feelings and to try to brainstorm
for ways to bring cohesion to the Jewish
community. “There were to be two parts to
the sholshim program: listening to a shiur by
Rabbi 1.J. Schacter on ahavat yisroel, hope-
fully integrating that theme into our lives,
and opening up the channels of communi-
cation amongst ourselves,” said Rosen.
Miller opened the program by recount-
ing an experience that took place in Israel
shortly after the assassination. “Many gath-
ered outside the Prime Minister's residence
to hold a candlelight vigil for Rabin... One
ular, young Jew was very inspired by the
scene and declared that the next night they
would meet again at the same place, reli-
gious, non-religious, left, right, and work
together and sift through the dialouge until
‘we can put an end to all of this hatred.””

Schacter used a beit midrash-style to
teach the topic of ahavat yisroel, but first
gave some inspiring words. “There was a
story of a family who gave their son a puzzie
of the world and within ten minutes he com-
pleted the puzzle and the parents asked him
how he was able to finish it so quickly. The
child replied that ‘there was a person on the
back and once the person came together, so
did the whole wortd.””

The message that reverbrated through-
out the evening was one of unity among dif-
ferent groups of Jews through education and
discourse. “It was a nice turnout... I think it
brings together those that don’t usually learn
together for an even greater purpose,” said
Sara Wolinsky, SCW *96. Miller summed it
up, “The situation looks bleak for our par-
ents’ generation, but there is hope for ours -
the students, the future.”

Rosen and Miller hope to continue to
arrange programs designed to bring SCW
women together to discuss their concerns
about Israel and other important Jewish is-
sues.
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Computer Lab Updated with Pentiums

Continued from page |

tants sand the new equipment wit! fill a preat
need. “P'm sure the students will welcome
the much awaited change. hope this is just
abegining. We hope to have an even stron-
ger system in the future ud Computer
Operator Hanit Benjamin, SCW 97

Tova Kaplan, SCW 97, another .0,
agreed. “There are always complaints be-
cause the computers are very show and there
aren’tenough computers forall the girls who
want to work he she said

Adena Saltzman,
them. “There's a great demand for high
speed computers both for word-processing
and for programming.” Saltzman said,

Gordon said of the new change: “Littie
by little we are upgrading the entire lab. We
take what we can get and add pieces here
and there.” She noted the introduction of CD-
ROM equipment into the computer tab as a
significant advancement. Other previously
unavailable programs, such as Microsoft
Office, will be installed on the new comput-
ers.

But all computer users know that it is
very difficult to keep up with the constantly
improving technology. **...While you can
always make an effort to [update the facili-
ties,] I know there will be new technology
next year. It doesn’t make what you have

SCW 98, is one of

bad, though. bverything that you did with
your old technology stitl works.”™ Gordon
said

Currently, the computers used only for
esmail are i especially popular demand
Fhe new computers in room 319 will enable
ess 1o the World Wide Web using
Netscape and Mosaie. Currently, there are
five standard terminals and three PCs avatl-
able for e-mail use. While the old comput-
ers could only be used for c-niail, the four
new Pentiums will allow for updated pro-
gramming, word processors and software as
well,

direct a

Some other changes may be on the way
According to Leonard Brandwein, pre-cn-
gineering advisor at YC/SSSB, YU, the
Universsity’s overburdenied e-mail system, is
ready 1o be replaced. YU has had it since
1990,

Designed to support 35 computer sci-
ence majors, YU now has an estimated
1200 users. Their numbers have doubled
every year.

Many students wonder why use of the
computets in room 315 is generatly limited
to the daytime hours. The reason: to protect
those more expensive computers. Asked if
they will be available for use, Brandwein
said “those are the best machines. To lock
students out of [the room] | don’t think

makes any sense. [But] we need the man-
power o stat! the room properly so we don't
worry about 3t getting destroyed.”

The policy, instituted a few years ago
was implemented after an iardent of cone
puter vandalism oceurred in that room
“There should always be somcone on duty.”
said Brandwein, referring to the studentcom-
puter operators.

Gordon agreed that with proper super-
vision, SCW students should be altowed
access 10 315 That room 1s a classroom four
SSSB, Wurzweilerand SCW students. They
are the only computers with [Microsolt]
Office.” The problem was that some students
had deleted software and removed parts,
Gordon said. She said is considering leav-
ng that room open at night and having an
extra operator on duty to try to control any
possible damage to computers.

“You can steal programs even if there
is an operator in the room. The general popu-
fation would not know how to do that any-
way,” Friedman, SCW "98, said.

Most SCW students do not have the
capabilities or the knowledge of computers
toknow how to sabotage the Pentiums. With
today’s technology a person who would want
to damnage computers could do so from an-
other room as well.

Attention

There was a
tremendous response to
the need for help prior

to the opening of the
Seforim Sale. Students
helped label, stack and
sort seforim.
Thank you for giving of
your time to help out.
Tizku l'mitzvot!

.
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SCW Students Screen Documentary About
Two Photography Pioneers
Musical Score Composed by SCW Music Professor Moretto

By Michelle Segall

While growing up in Berlin, Grete Stern
and Elien Auerbach did not feel fulfitled fiv-
ing the strict provingial life of the typical
1900"s woman. As achuld, Aucrbach learned
to play the piano. and although her mother
enjoyed showing her off to her “important”
friends, Aucrbach chose to play finger exer-
cises for them, telling them that it was Bach
In 1929, after studying under the same pho-
tography teacher, they established an adver-
tising photography studio. They called it
“ringl + pit”. named after their chitdhood
nicknames. They enjoyed their new freedom.
“We behaved as we wanted to,” said Stern.
On Tuesday. December §, the Music
Department screened a documentary entitled
“Ringl and Pit," about Aucrbach and Stern’s
innovation and technical excellence which

has gatned them mternational recognition.
Both Auerbach and Stern chose to aban-

don what was cxpected of them and sought
adventures away from home. They were pio-

neers of the “New Woman.™ But they never
thought of themselves this way. Their cre-
ative and humorous style came naturally to
them

“What we did here is now admired as
the forerunners of something,” said
Auerbach. “First of all, while you are run-
ning, you don't know that you are running
fore [before].”

Their lives took a new turn, however,
when the Nazis came to power. Stern fled to
London. where she had relatives, while
Auerbach fled to the growing city of Tel
Aviv. The two remained in contact and re-

joined after Auerbach moved to London.

They both got marned and their lives took
different directions. Stern moved to Buenos
Aires, Argentina, while Auerbach came to
New York City. The two remain close
friends to this day.

This special presentation of “Ringl and
Pit” featured the film's writer. producer and
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director Juan Mandelbaum. Dr. Gustavo
Moretto, Professor of Music at SCW who
composed the music for the documentary
was at the presentation. Auerbach attended
the screcning as well. Now 92 years old, she
is charming, graceful, and witty.

1 found it to be extraordinary and
brought to life by her being here.” said Tamar
Greene, SCW '97.

Mandelbaum was visiting his family in
Argentina when he met Stern and began
developing the idea to write the story of
“Ringl and Pit.” He started looking at old
photographs and was simply “blown away™
by everything he saw. “From where we
started to where we ended it's incredible.”
Mandelbaum said.

After viewing the film, Levy, the ar-
ranged to have the film shown at Stern. *1
sce something new every time I see it,” he
said.

The response at SCW was enthusiastic.
“The film itself was exciting and it gave me
the opportunity to hear music created by a

With: Dr. Charles Snow

MAN 4931 Seminar: Contemporary Problems in Business. The Ira and Doris Kukin
Distinguished Lecture Series will be offered on Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the
Midiown Cemter {Stern Coflege). Senior executives, CEO's and entrepreneurs will present issues
and challenges that confront this specific industry and share their views on bow to maintain a

v
Scheduled guest speakers include: Mr. Michael Bloomberg, CEO, Bloomberg, L-P.; Mr. Ira L.
"Rennert, Chairman & CEO, Renco, Mr. Richard Goldstein, CEO, Unilever USA; Ms.
Geraldine Laybourne, President, Nickelodeon Nick-at-Nite; Mr. Sam Kusomoto, Chairman,

The class has no perquisites and is open to ALL UNDERGRADUATE Juniors and Seniors in

interested 0 Jearning about

Yeshiva College. Stern College and Sy Syms School of Business
business from key business jeaders of today. Students who had previously taken MAN 4931 may

profs in Stern,” said Rivki Garfinkel,
SCW "97.

Dean Karen Bacon, who also attended.
described the evening as “magical.” “*She
fAuerbach]. is so young at heart. Her joy in
life and interest in people is an inspiration
for all of us. I was overwhelmed,” Bacon
said.

SCW Gets First
Chance to Take Part
in YU Seforim Sale

By Andrea Snyder

The YU Seforim Sale is always a popu-
lar event on the Uptown campus. This year,
for the first time, SCW students are doing
more than just showing up to shop. They re-
sponded in large numbers to flyers asking
for their help in preparing for the sale, which
runs until Sunday, February 25.

Activities from labeling to taking inven-
tory do not happen by themselves. SCW stu-
dents traveled to Belfer Hall to assist with
these tasks. For their efforts, they will receive
credits toward the purchase of seforim.

“I'm glad 1 got the opportunity to help
in such an important cause,” said Adina
Bloomberg, SCW 97, who volunteered
some of her time to label and sort seforim.

This pre-main event was a cooperative
effort between TAC and SOY, its YU coun-
terpart. Emily Amie Wiity, TAC Vice Presi-
dent, hopes that “as a result of this, the
groundwork has been laid for future worthy
programs in whlch TAC and SOY will be
partners.”

The Scforim Sale is being held on the
fifth floor of Belfer Hall. TAC President
Rena May pledged that she would try to ar-
range extra van service during the weeks of
the sale.

Organizers hope students will find most
of the seforim they need for their classes,
since many seforim have been speciaily or-
dered by professors on both campuses.

Abigael’s Grill

By Dina Bogner

The second best thing about Abigael’s
Grill NYC is its great location in relation to
SCW: 1t's on 9 East 37th St. between Madi-
son and Park Avenues. The best thing about
this new restaurant, owned by the same
people who brought us Abigael’s Grill in
Cedarhurst and the King David Deli, is the
food.

Abigael’s serves an impressive menu of
creative dishes, with appetizers like the out
of this world Grilled Portabella Mushroom,
the'yummy Five Spice Chicken Fingers, and
the Confit Duck Tortilla - this is not your
usual stuffed cabbage and hot dogs.

The entrees all sound so delicious and
different it was virtually impossible to
choose one, but | can heartily recommend
Abigael’s Famous Marinated Rib Eye Steak
and the amazing Raspberry Chicken, and
other choices include Broiled Salmon Filet
and Chicken Pillard with Mango Salsa.

There is always a selection of sinful
desserts, including a Chocolate Mousse that
is absolutely heavenly.

Abigael’s decor is sleekly modern, with
soft lights and great music playing in the
background. It is clegant, and yet dress can
be casual and the atmosphere is relaxed. The
waiters are friendly and helpful, and the ser-
vice is quick. Entree prices run from about
$16 to $20, and appetizers are around $8.

Abigael’s is open Monday through
Thursday for lunch and dinner, Saturday
night after Shabbat and Sunday night for
dinner. They are available for parties Sun-
day afternoon. They will deliver to SCW
until around 9:30 p.m., and SCW students
will receive a 10% discount with 1D. For
more information, call 725-0130.
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“Line”

By Rosa Hollander

The English Honor Society held its sec-
ond event on Thursday, December 7. Board
members from the society were joined by
theater lovers from both SCW and YC fora
night of literary fun in the Greenwich Vil-
lage, as the posters advertised. Students at-
tended a performance of “Line,” the highly
acclaimed play written by Israel Horowitz
over 20 years ago.

“Line” explores the idea lionized by
those grand philosophers Abbot and Costello
in their “Who’s on First” sketch. From the
moment we're born, society places pressure
on each individual to strive to succeed in all
areas of life, or so “Line” would like us to
believe. “Line” explores this rat-race phi-
losophy by focusing on five individuals who
stand in line for tickets to a baseball game.

The play explores the idea that nobody
has told the characters that being first in line
is no great reward. Each character wants the
coveted spot in front of the line. “Line” as-
serts that the person who longs to be the next
Mozart, as the character “Steve” does, isno
better off than the over-the-hill “Flemming,”
a man who slept all night in front of a ticket
booth in order to be first in line. The premise
is that people struggle to gain the number
one position and are often deluded about
what they actualy attained. As all the char-
acters yearn to stand in the front of the line,
each tricking the other with sophisticated
mind games and finally low-down, dirty
pushing, the audience realizes that we too
place great a value in being the first person
to do so many things in life.

The only flaw in “Line” is that its sole
female character, “Moily,” is poorty por-
trayed as a tramp who uses her female wiles
1o get ahead in line.

Following the play, students got a
chance to speak with the actors about their
craft and the mythical “line” that is chased
in life.

Ironically, most of the actors confessed
that they had given up other careers to pur-
sue their dream of acting, 1t is doubtful that
any of them would be satisfied with credits
that list any one of them as the “Supporting
Actor.”

“It’s Time for Some Comedy”

By Suzanne Baran

What can you do on a Thursday or Sat-
urday night that is entertaining, fairly inex-
pensive and close by? If you guessed “a
movie,” you’'re missing out on great live
entertainment, I'm talking about frequent-
ing a comedy club instead of a movie the-
ater. There are many clubs to choose from
in the city, but how do you know if you’re
getting your money’s worth and having a
good time? Well, I've done some of the work
for you.

1 had the opportunity to patronize two
vastly different comedy clubs on the East
Side: Dangerfield’s and Comic Strip Live.
Dangerfield’s is located on 1118 First Ave.
between 61st and 62nd Streets. It is the only
comedy club in the country owned by a top
celebrity. The club is now celebrating its
25th anniversary. Reservations should be
made in advance. 1 visited the club on a
Wednesday night, and only eight people
were in the audience. The show began
promptly at 9 p.m., with an emcee who was
friendly, funny and brief. He introduced the
first comedian of the evening, Jim Gaffegin.
Gaffegin has appeared on “Comedy Cen-
tral,” and he is an established comedian. His
material was not wholly original, but was
funny nonetheless.

The next comedian, Rob Magnotti, was
the highlight of the evening. He began his
act by commenting on how his six-year-old
nephew can master every video game outon
the market today, with the exception of the
simplistic Atari games, which Magnotti
owned as a child. His other material included
impressions of people who use public trans-
portation in New York City. Magriotti also
did impressions of Archie and Edith Bun-
ker, Arnold Schwarzenegger as the owner
of a hair salon, and Bruce Willis and Sly
Stallone arguing over how to cook steak in
the kitchen of Planet Hollywood. Other im-
pressions included Jerry Seinfeld
(Magnotti’s look alike), John Travolta, other
celebrated comedians and a dinosaur in “Ju-
rassic Park.” Magnotti has appeared on “Star
Search,” and in my opinion, is headed for
the stars.

Avital Amini (left), and Rachel Galitzer rehearse a scene from Steel Magnolias.

Quentin Heggins was the next act on the
program. Heggins was hysterical, but he re-
lied too heavily on profanity and bathroom
habit jokes as well as imitating couples in
intimate situations. At this point, four more
people arrived, bringing the number of au-
dience members to twelve.

The last three comedians of the evening
were below average, and were capable only
of drawing an occasional chuckle from the
audience. One of the three final performers
was a comedienne who had entertained the
troops in Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War.
She could not get this audience to crack a
smile, and a few people left during her act.

My recommendation would be to attend
Dangerfield's on a Saturday night. The cover
charge is $12.50, and the shows are pre-
sented seven nights a week. The club opens
at 7 p.m. on Saturdays. You can make reser-
vations by calling (212) 593-1650.

The next night, Thursday, 1 attended
Comic Strip Live on 1568 Second Ave. at
81st Street. There is no cover charge there,
but there is a required two drink minimum.
The drinks ranged from 33 to $8. The ciub
is not as upscale as Dangerfield’s; you are
seated at a small table, and the room is very
dank and smoke-filled. Many young people
were in attendance, and it was virtually

Continued on page 11
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Registered Nursing

An Alternative to “The Therapies”

By Lauric Gewirtz

Those who have been keeping up with
the book 100 Best Careers for the Year 2000,
written by Sheity Field, are atready informed
that the fickd of registered nursing is consid-
ered high up on the ist. With the recent in-
novation of the “nurses’s assistanl,” regis-
tered nurses are i greater demand and their
responsibilities have increased from standard
bed-side treatment o activities which lead
10 more prestigious recognition.

Registered nurses have varsied respon-
sibilities depending on the setting m which
they work. Those RNs working in nursing
homes will have ditferent duties than those
caring for patients in hospitals, private prac-
tices, schools, or other settings.

RNs work beside physicians, assisting
in medical care'and carrying out the physi-
cians’ instructions. RNs may be present in
the exam room when examinations are be-
ing conducted and they may assist in the
exam. They take patients’ vital signs and may
be responsible for taking blood or perform-
ing certain laboratory tests. RNs also record
patients’ symptoms and reactions and chart
their progress with regard to medication or
course of uction prescribed by the physician.

A shortage of registered nurses exist in
almost all areas and employment settings. As
a result, many employers are increasing sala-
ries and benefits to try to lure applicants.
Salaries for entry level RNs range from ap-
proximately $21,000 to $28,000. Nurses
with more experience may earn up to
$45,000 or more with additional training.

{he recommended education and trin-
ing needed for this occupation is a Bachelor™s
degree and a diploma from an approved
school of nursing. Some popular nursing
programs in the fri-state arca are otlered at
Rockland Community College, University
of Pennsylvania and New York University

SCW'S nursing program is offered in
conjunction with NYU and leads to a BA
degree from SCW as well as a Bachelor of
Science nnursing fromy NY L The program
consists of three years of pre-professional
study at SCW followed by two years of pro-
fessional study at NY U Besides their gen-
eral requirements, SCW students take 3%
Jewish studies credits and five science
courses, all of which will go toward a shaped
major.

“T don’t find nursing to be a cop- out
from going to medical school because with-
out nurses, medical care in hospitals would
not be complete,” said Yael Sudberg, SCW
°96, a shaped nursing major. “Nursing com-
bines emotional care for people as well as
medical care,” she said.

To be good candidates for the joint nurs-
ing program, students must be fairly com-
petent in the sciences, willing to leave SCW
after junior year, and able to maintain ap-
proximately a 3.0 G.P.A. in order to be con-
sidered by NYU. This is a promising field
for people who are reliable, have good com-
munication skills, are compassionate, and
have to desire to help others.

AZRIELI

GRADUATE SCHOOL

OF JEWISH EDUCATION

AND ADMINISTRATION

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

For educators or students with a background in Jewish studies.

« Eamn an M.S. degree in Jewish elementary or secondary education, or eam an Ed.D. degree
i administration and supervision of Jewish education, on a part-time or full-time basis

» Courses are also open to qualified non-degree students,
« Distinguished faculty with many years experience in teaching, supervision and administration.

, SPRING SCHEDULE 1996

Classes heid: Monday, January 22, 1996 - Tuesday, May 21, 19%.
Registration: Wednesday, January 17 and Thursday January 18,1996

(Al classes meet for one 100 minute session per week)
JEWISH SPECIAL EDUCATION

TEACHING JEWISH STUDIES I

LEADERSHIP AND SUPERVISION

Rabbi Chaim Feuerman, Ed.D.

EDUCATIONAL TESTS AND MEASUREMENTS
TEACHING BIBLE: PROPHETS

SEMINAR ON CONTEMPORARY JEWISH EDUCATION
WORKSHOF IN INFORMAL JEWISH EDUCATION

TEACHING THE HOLOCAUST

HISTORY OF JEWISH EDUCATION

CONVENIENT MIDTOWN AND UFTOWN MANHATTAN LOCATIONS

Azrieli Graduate School of Jewish Education and Administration
Yeshiva University - Midtown Center .

SUNDAY 9:30 a.m.
Rabbi Eliezer Vilinsky
11:30 a.m.
Rabbi Nachum Muschel
MONDAY 6:00 p.. MORAL DEVELOPMENT
Dr. Yitzchak S. Handel
7:50 pam.
TUESDAY 6:00 pm.
Dr. Aharon Fried
7:50 p.m.
Dr. David Eliach
WEDNESDAY  6:00 p.m.
Dr. Alvin L Schiff
7:50 p.m.
Prof. Peninnah Schram
THURSDAY 6:00 ..
Dr. Robert M. Shapiro
7:50 pon.
DOr. Zevulun Lieberman
For further information on admission 10 the program con
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Bio Lab Makeover Continue

By Courtney Marks

In i few short months, computer 1t
erncy rates will be down for most biology
miagors at SCW when updated cquipment v
mstabled m the new laboratones

Students will now have o hand i all
lab reports on disk. or printed out with de-
tailed computer graphs, Many students are
ambivalent about the coming changes “The
computer age has definitely tuken on new
advances and 'm excited to be pven the
opportunity o learn sbout the ditterent pro-
prams we will be usimg in fab.” said Michal
Raotblat, SCW "97.

nstructors are perhaps the most enthu-
siastic about the next step in the fab improve-
ments, with began with the renovation of the
labs themselves. “The new lab greatly adds
a dimension in teaching the students the Jat-
est techniques in biology.” said Dr. Alfen
Burdowski.

At each lab station is a Pentium com-

) Comedy

Continued from page 9

packed. The service was quite good despite
the crowd. [ wish that 1 could say the same
for the entertainment.

There were many petformers, including
Daryl Hammond from “Saturday Night
Live.” The intervals of time between com-
ics were short. There were political jokes,
but other than that, the comedians’ material
was not the least bit original or even funny

puter loaded with Window Y5 programs for
statistical analysis and graphing . Fxectl and
others These computers can be hooked up
1o fuh nstruments 1o recerve data. mchuding
reSults from medicad tests such as BR G and
EMG Video cameris can be set up on the

other wde ol nicroscopes and the enlarge-
ments projechsd simnlanconsby o cach
montor

Students il abo bean . aene
telsted uses of the Internet

Classes which utilize the nes labow
clude physiology . molecular bolug, mico
hiology . genches. and histology

Ihe laboratory overhaat wis funded by
donor Rachel Sussman. Until now. the
cquipment in the labs has been farly mod-
ern. but the setung was outdated. ~“The lab
is aesthetically pleasing so the students not
only learn, but enjoy being in the facihity.”
said Dean Karen Bacon

Review

This club was more typical of other lower-
scale comedy clubs. After an hour had
elapsed. the comedians got much worse. The
emcee was very irritating as well.

I would not recommend Comic Strip
Live to anyone who is expecting to be greatly
entertained or amused. It is a club for people
who just want to kick back and enjoy the
company of their friends or date
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Not Just Horsing Around

8y Sheara Fredman

Can vou imagige aveling over three
hours, three times aweck, for asport? How
about standing outside 18 the bitter ram or i
the dark night just o mpros e askill? Work-
g na bam tor years?

Since the age of seven when she went
to her first riding camp, Sharon Dalfen, SSSB
97 has feltan intrinsie Tove for horses and
4 desire to pde them. What most people
consader to be o reercational activity s to

Dalten a hfelong commitment and some-
thing she continued both during her vear in
Israel and while she attends SCW.L

Atage T4 Dalfen began competing
horse shows and jumping events. She still
competes during the summer and current)
works with two trame a}ump'ingt ner
sland and a dressage trainer in New
(For those of us non-horse experts,

onLong

age is the ground-work performance of
the horse )

In order to perform. Dalfen must keep
herselt physically fit with a focus on upper
hody strength. “"One must remember,”
Dalfen said. “to tgnore the misconception
that the horse does all the work in terms of
Jumping and horse shows.” Every move the
horse makes is directed by the rider and
thought goes into each movement. Much
skill goes into handiing a horse and control-
ling it to do the things it doesn’t want to do.

The essence involved is teamwork. The

fider and the horse must connect their minds
“When a performance is successful,” Dalfen

sand. “vou get a thrill from knowing that you
ot the message across to the horse.™

In the future. Dalten wants horses to
rematin a part of her life until a very old age,
because riding is something one can do at
any age. she said. Dalfen re-
alizes that she
has a responsi-
bility 1o give
something in re-

turn  to  the
horses and
coaches  who

have given her
so much. She
now works in a
barn.
Dalfen
competes in the
same event that
caused Christo-
pher Reeve o
have his tragic
accident. About
that crippling
fall, Dalfen re-
marked som-
berty that with
anything that
you love there
are always risks
involved.
When she pulls

up to a meet

Lady Macs Still Need Time
to Gel as Team

By Rachel Hellman

The Lady Macs lost on Monday, De-
cember 4 to Brooklyn College by a score of
47-2%. The team.was led by high scorers
Shana May. SCW 98, with 8 points, and
Sheila Wainberg. SCW 98, with 7 points.

But the team played exceptionally well
on defense. “They adjusted to anew defense
which they were not used to playing,” said
Coach Steve Young.

Offensively, the team still needs time to
come together. There are only two return-
ing players from last season, Judith Kelsen,
SCW "96 and Sharon Kaminetsky, SCW "96,
Rachel Neugroschi, SCW "96, who was sup-
posed to return this year, has been sidelined
due to injury.

The offense is led by point guard Sheila
Wainberg. Wainberg's quickness allows
many steals which eventually lead to casy
fast-break points. She also is able to get back
and try to stop the opponents when they are
fast breaking.

As assistant Coach Karen Green pointed
out, the team is still young. “[They] played
aggressively and showed us what we can
look forward to in future games,” she said.

That same week, the Lady Macs had
already made progress. On Wednesday De-
cember 6 the team lost to St. Joseph’s by a
narrower margin of 64-54.

“We are not complacent,” said Captain
Judith Kelsen. “We are going to work hard
to improve.”

BONNE

CLEANERS, LTD

Since 1965
56 East 34th Street
Between Park & Madison Avenues
New York, N.Y. 10016
10% discount with YU ID

phone: 689-3629

and sees an ambulance waiting on the side-
lines, "I'd have to be a fool not to be scared,”
she said. The risk is something that remains
at the back of all riders’ minds.

When Dalfen speaks of her two past
horses, her eyes light up as a mother’s when
speaking about her children. For her, riding
is mere than just a recreational activity.

Tough Opponets,
Tough Schedule

By Rachel Hellman

On December 14 the Lady Macs lost to
L.ehman by a score of 44-21. The Lady Macs
were led by high scorers Shana May SCW
'98, eight points, and Judith Kelsen SCW
*96, four points.

Lehman played a physical style, one
which the Lady Macs were not used to. Some
of the players remarked that their muscles
ached after the game.

This game was also the fourth the tcam
had played against a CUNY school in two
weeks. According to head coach Steve
Young, “CUNY schools have a highly
competative athletic program.” Such a de-
manding schedule was one reason some team
members felt fatigued. “It {the number of
games] has taken its toll on us.” May said.

The team has greatly improved since its
first games. Teamwork is seen in each of-
fensive series. Kelsen passed the ball sev-
eral times to the inside players, either May
or Michelie Letkowitz, SCW "96, leading to
easy baskets. “This is the best game they
have played,” Young satd.

The Lady Mac defense was top-notch.
This game saw the fewest points scored
against the team all season. “QOur defense is
doing a great job.” said Chana Holczer, SCW
*96.

In the second half, the Lady Macs’ bas-
kets just would not fali. They did not score
unti] halfway through the second half. This
was compounded by terrible shooting from
the line. The team shot four of 18 from the
charity strip. “The key is practice. The more
shots they take, the better they will become,”
Young said.
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