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Dramatics Society Brings
Kindertransport to the Stage

By Julie Stampnitzky

Kindertransport is a baunting
drama of one German-Jewish child
who escapes the Holocaust because
her parents send her to safety in
England, but who, as an adult, is
still bound by her memories of that
time. The play by Diane Samuels
was presented by the Stern College
Dramatics Socicty during the week
of February 2-6 and is SCW 's only
staged production
for the '96-'97 year.
Kindertransport
was originally in-
tended to be staged
during the fall se-
mester, but the
planned dates con-
flicted with the
Chanukah festivi

Bogner, SCW 97} is visiting them
to help out. Meanwhile, characters
from the past appear in the set: A
young girl named Eva (llana Adler,
SCW °97), and her mother Helga
(Joelle Boilag, SCW 98). On the
brink of World War II, Eva is put on
a train that will take her to safety in
England, where she is met by Lil. who
will be her foster mother. The sixth

tics. TF "

£ Ki
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The play, with
a cast of six, takes

sport-(i-to r): Rachel Sadres, Joelle Botlag,

Hana Adler, Chani Krich, Sabina Krich and Dina Bogner

ing Lvelyn to face what she has
hidden for decades: her identity
asthe daughter of Helgaand as a
Jew
Kindertransport was di-
rected by Professor Mark
McGovern, who teaches speech
and drama at SCW and has di-
rected three past productions for
SCDS. “Mr. McGovern is an in-
credible director:
he encouraged us
when there were
problems.” said
SCDS President
Hana Adler
Knowiny
that McGovern
isalways scarch-
ing for suitable
plays for a fe-
male-cast, Pro-

fessor Peninnah

ptace in England, in the attic of a
house belonging to Evelyn (Sabina
Krich, SCW "97), a middle-aged
woman whose daughter Faith
(Chani Krich, SCW 2000} is pre-
paring to move into her own apart-
ment. Evelyn's mother Lil (Dina

character is The Ratcatcher. a figure
from Eva’s storybook about the Pied
Piper of Hamelin. As the Ratcatcher,
Rachel Sadres, SCW "98, appears to
Eva in the guise of various authority
figures. As the play progresses, Faith
tearns about her mother’s past, forc-

Schramm suggested
KNindertransport to him. When he
read the seript, said McGovern,
“l immediately said. “this is the
play I want to do.” The siructure
of the playis very theatrical

Continued on page 6

SCW Sends Delegation to
- Model Israeli Knesset

By Stephanie Sherman

The Israeli Knesset has never
been thought of as a simple meet-
ing of governmental factions.
There are always complications
and deviations from the original
agenda. The fourth annual Yale
Model Israeli Knesset (YMIK),
held from February 20-23, did not
differ in that respect from the ac-
tual Knesset. Fourteen SCW stu-
dents and 12 YC students partici-
pated in the conference, as did 45
students from other universities,
including Columbia, Princeton and
the University of Pennsylvania,

The Model Knesset opening
ceremonies began with a YMIK
video featuring words of welcome
from former Prime Minister
Yitzchak Rabin. The highlight of
the evening was a discourse by the
Isracli Ambassador to the United
Sates, Eliahu Ben-Elissar, who
spoke of the changing needs of Is-
rael in the 21st century. Ben-
Elissar gave a history of Israel's
economic progress through the past
50 years and provided to the del-
egates a structure with which to

work over
the confer-

into Israel's
nceds and
set the tone

to YMIK with

for the
weekend," M s of the SCW deleg:
s a i d

Corinne
Levy, SCW

‘Amassador Ben-Elissar (I to r): Hannah Pelta, Holley
Abrams, Ben-Elissar, Shelly Lati, Rebecca Licht,

ie Sherman

'99. The del-

ie Dienstag and S

egates were then briefly instructed on
rudimentary parliamentary procedure
and taken to the rooms of their stu-
dent hosts.

Each member of the Model
Knesset was assigned to one of the
Israeli parliamentary parties, as well
as to a specific committee. In addi-
tion, three SCW students and four YC
students were Knesset Ministers. The

.

YMIK members spent most of
Friday meeting with their com-
mittees to decide which proposed
bills would be sent to the plenary
sesston. The committees, which
included foreign affairs. internal
affairs, the environment, reli-
gion, and education and culwre,
worked diligently from 9 a.m.
Continued on page 9

Students
Participate in
YUNMUN VII

By Leslie Ginsparg

Over 50 SCW students
helped run the 7th annuat
Yeshiva University Model
United Nations Conference,
commonly  known as
YUNMUN YUNMUN VY
was held at the Seasons Re-
sort and Conference Center
in Vernon Valley, New Jer-
sey on Sunday. February 9
through Tuesday. Februan
Pl The Seeretary-General
(student head of the confer-
enced was Joelle Tollinsky.
SCW '97. She was assisted

§23 by Under-Secretary-Gener-

als Josh Fine. YU "97 Llana
Milstein, SCW "97,
Sarra Zackai, SCW 97

SCW students as well as
approxtmately 30 YO sw-
dents worked in many dfter-
ent capactties including
Committee Chairpersons.
Assistant Chairpersons.
Rapporteurs and Justices
Students also staffed the
conference Resource {enter,
and others worked as wait-
ers and waitresses. “The out-
side world took excellent re-
flection of the Stern College
student body. academically
and religiously.” said Lisa
Slansky, Associate Director
of the Office of Admisstons
and YUNMUN Conference
Coordinator.

Over 500 students from
29 Yeshiva high school
across the country and
Canada, representing 35
countries, attended the con-
ference. Each high school
delegate was assigned to a
different United Nations
committee. The committees,
which included the Security

and

Council. the International
Court of Justice and the
Commission on Human
Rights. were run by SCW
and YC students

This was the first vear
the conterence was held at
the Seasons Resort. The Uni-
versity decided to move
from the Meadowlands
Hilton. which had housed]
YUNMUN for the past five|
vears because the conference]
The! B
Seasons resort had greater | |8
conference capabilities. plus
separate arcus for dayvening

outgrew the facihies

and eating

“This has been the larg-
est and most productive
YUNMUN to date. Tt was a
tremendous experience for
both the delegates and the
staff.” said Tollinsky. Fine
agreed, "YUNMUN Vil had|
been a tremendous success
because it fultilted 1ts major
goals: providing its partici-
pants with an intellectual
challenge. an opportunity to
meet other students from
across the country. and just
plain fun.”

The YUNMUN confer-
ence 1s sponsored by the Of-
fice of Admissions as a re-
cruitment exercise. While no
active recruitment took place
at the conference. what
Slansky termed as “passive
recruitment” took place. “If]
this is a conference that’s run
well it I have a great impact
on the recruitment process,”
sard Slansky. Memphis
Montag, assistant director of]
the Office of Admissions

Continued on page 6
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Fduor
Thanks fo the generostty of the
President’s Cirele, the Beit Midrash Fund,
SSSBOYOSC SCWSCand FAC we have
recenthy purchased many new and excit-
g seforim tor the dorm and school Beif
Vidrash Although we were thrilled to be
able to make these purchases, we did so
Wl with some hesitation and frustration. We
i hav ¢ faced a tremendous problem in the
past few vears. Seforim, typically the most
essential ones. have disappeared from the
Beir Midrash. Tunachim. dictionaries,
\Mifarshim and various other volumes con-
stantly need to be replaced. Taking seforim
from the Beit Midrash is Geneva! These
seforim have been bought for public ben-
efit not private use. No sefer should ever

leave the Beir Midrash tor
st borrowing” fora ¢

any reason.
croxing, or
fication.

even a chavruia 1s not a |
When others se@ seforim leave the Berr
AMidrash, they think 1t is a “lending h-
brany” which s not Ifyou wish o learn,
please do so within the Beir Midrash.
Pl help us to continue (o create a posi-
tive and productive environment i our
Batei Midrash. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Judith Rappaport

Aliza Schwartz

Micol Rubin

Rachel Nader

TAC Beit Midrash Committec

Dear Editor:

1 would like to react 1o Ms. Mallin's
article in the last issue’s Opinion column.
The issues that she dealt with had in fact
transcended the recent Hebron agreement.
[ congratulate the Editorial Editor for her
concerm n dmng S0,

First of all. a tew words about the
Hebron agreement itselt. While the rede-
ployment from this Holy City obviously
pained all concerned Jews, not only in
America but the rest of the world as well,
the absolute majority of the Orthodox
community in the United States wasn't
“shocked. outraged or truly devastated.™
1t was-ng secret that the Netanyahu gov-
ernment would have carred out the rede-
ployment (note the difference from with-
drawal) in any scenario. Wasn't it obvi-
ous that in face of the growing interna-
tional pressure to implemeunt the Ameri-
can sponsored Oslo Accords, Bibi could
offer little resistance? Moreover, while it
is true that 80% of Hebron had been evacu-
ated, hundreds of Israeli settlers are still
remaining in another fifth of the city un-
der the constant guard of 1,200 Israeli
troops and police. That is a formidable
security force in the area containing about
20,000 Arabs.

The argument doesn’t require Israet
to withdraw from “much of the West
Bank.” It does, however, stipulate that Is-
rael alone will determine the size and geo-
graphical location of the territories to be
ceased in the next three stages. The Jew-
ish State has the right to proceed with re-
deployment according to its security
needs. Also, the Likud government hasn't
rejected the land-for-peace formula. Af-
ter all, it was the party’s own Begin who
gave up Sinai for a peace accord with
Egypt's Sadat.

The difficult times in Israel shouldn’t

The Torah Activities Council
would like to thank the Beit
Midrash Fund and
The Presidents Circle for their
generous contributions
to the Beit Midrash.

lead the American Orthodoxy to despair.
After all, as commitied and learned Jews,
we believe that the other party’s gains are
only temporary. [ agree wholeheartedly
with Ms. Mallin's call for unity among the
Jewish people (and not only during these
tough times, may I add).

At the same time. I argue against the
observation that protests by American
Jews to American efected officials consti-
tute the greatest Chillid Hashem. There are
many aspects of Chillul Hashem which are
rampant in the midst of American Jewry,
and somehow, they have come to be ac-

CThe Observer
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of Yeshiva University. We do not endorse any

cepted or.don 't really. concern us religi
Jews as much as the realities of the Oslo
Accords.

We are suffering from at least a
52%(!) intermarriage rate, missionaries
mount their well financed battles for souls
of our less learned brethren, homosexual-
ity and other disgusting sexual practices
are branded “alternative lifestyles” and
most of the American Jewish kids end
their Jewish education by the time they
became bar or bat mitzvah.

Over 90% of this country’s Jews
aren't observant Orthodox - and this is de-
spite the fact that many aren’t ignorant of]|
what Yiddishkeit (especially in the bigger
cities) is all about, and have the material
means to live as religious Jews. These re-
alities, as well as the trend on the part of]
large segments of the Orthodoxy to iso-
late themselves from the rest of the Jew-
ish world, constitute Chillul Hashem par
excellence in our days. May we be privi-
leged to eliminate this desecration of G-
d’s Name, the underlying source of our
continuing galut, speedily, in our days.

Alan A. Epstein

| Edrtorlals

Get Us Our Grades

Nearly every SCW student feels some
level of anxiety about midterms and finals.
This is a normal and even healthy experi-
ence. Such feelings usually subside when a
student receives her grades. No matter the
outcome of exams, there is relief in finally
knowing since there is a great deal more fear
associated with the unknown. The longer it
takes until that point, however, the more
stress a student experiences. At SCW anxi-
ety levels are very high as a result of the fact
that most pre take an ily
long time to grade tests and papers. Last se-
mester, far too many students did not receive
their midterm exam grades until they took
their finals. It was not until two weeks into

the Spring semester that students received
their Fall final grades.

This is a travesty. Students are ex-
pected to take their exams and hand in their
papers by a certain date and exceptions are
rare. The administration should require pro-
fessors to do the same. Professors are un-
derstandably busy, but so are students. If
SCW students can accomplish the feat of
finishing papers and taking exams for 6 or
7 classes, professors should be able to grade
the materials in a timely fashion. Not re-
quiring professors to do so is a violation of
the rights of students. Such a viotation
should not be tolerated.

YUNMUN VII: Bringing
Torah to the Secular World

Despite its problems, there are certain
instances which warrant SCW students to
feel especially proud to be a part of the To-
rah U’Madda institution known as Yeshiva
University. The YU National Model United
Nations (YUNMUN VII) which took place
from Sunday, February 9 to Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 11 is such an event. Over 500 Yeshiva
high school students throughout the U.S. and
Canada attended the conference. They spent
their time delving into some of the world’s
most urgent problems. In pursuit of solutions,
delegates used the weapons of debate, dis-
cussion, and compromise. Nearly every as-

pect of the conference was run by YU stu-
dents, whom conducted themselves in a
manner befitting this fine institution.
Critics of YUNMUN view the program
as a waste of university funds. It is further
argued that YUNMUN, which is sponsored
by YU admissions, is a blatant recruitment
attempt which is not beneficial for current
YU students. It must be noted, however, that
YUNMUN is extremely beneficial since it
exemplifies Torah U Madda, YU’s proud
motto.  ~
Torah U'Madda consists of more than
Continued on page 10
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Opinion

Reflections on a Tragedy

Rena Schiffmiller

The morming after is always heavy with
a shattered sense of reality. The dull aching
pain is felt even betore remembering the
oceurrence from which it stems. And then
the memory comes {looding back, accom-
panted by the agony of loss which sits on
your heart, coloring everything around you.

Seventy three soldiers kifled in a freak
accident that was unforeseeable and incom-
prehensible. Seventy three families in
mouring, raising up their voices in a cry
echoed by the whole country. Everyone has
a friend, a brother, a cousin. All differences
and petty bickering pall away when encoun-
tered with the starkness of death.

We are a people that has always been
confronted with tragedies in this world. So
many times we have stood open-mouthed,
gaping at the sorrow, trying to understand
the pain. If we don’t feel it directly, know
that there is a weakness in the links that bond
us together. If we can’t cry for another Jew,
if we can’t cry with a mother whose child
was ripped away from her, it signifies that
something is not right in our connection to
Am Yisrael.

In my apartment, girls ran to call home,
praying not to hear about the boy who lives
next door. People sat entranced by the voice
on the radio repeating the same story over

-~ and over. But we couldn’t move. We

couldi”tabandon the voice connecting us o
the situation. telling us numbers to call, and
the names of those who were killed

G-d is banging out a message 1or us 10
hear-it does not matter that we are not able
to decipher the exact words-the general state-
ment is clear. As with Nachshon Wachsman,
Rabin’s murder, the bus bombings, the turn-
ing over of military control in Hebron, we
must all take responsibility. Priorities must
be reevaluated, values reexamined, changes
made.

A cab driver once told me that we have
entangled ourselves into a process in which
we can not cooperate. We arc slowly giving
away pieces in a desperate attempt at peace.
If only Jews around the world would realize
that there is no other place in the world where
we belong. If only they would let out a
tzaakah mara gidola from the pain, then
maybe things would be different. Maybe we
wouldn’t have to hear words like “relin-
quish,” “blow up. * Maybe we wouldn’t have
to hold our breaths in apprehension before
turning on the radio. Maybe we wouldn’t
have to sit and cry for 73 twenty year olds
lost forever in an instantaneous crash.

Editor's Note: Rena Schiffmiller is cur-
rently studying at Michlalah in Jerusalem.

Yehudit Robinson

Yig'al--a tenth grade unrequited crush
about whom [ had forgotten until I heard
about Israel’s air disaster. I wondered, was
he still alive? While I assumed that some-
one would have informed me had he been a
victim, 1 was not satisfied until I had perused
the death list with its corresponding pictures
unti] [ had proof of his safety. I was relieved,
happy to know he and my other Israeli refa-
tives, friends, and acquaintances whose lives
I normaliy do not intimately follow were
alive, spared the same fate as their country-
men.

Soon my elation became bitter. While
my personal friends were safe, doubtless at
least one of them attended at least one fu-
neral over that week of national shiva. Was
Inot being self-serving in refusing to be more
miserable than I could be; for, are not the
authentic Israelis those who continually yet
boldly confront death?

1 remembered one of the most distress-
ing events of my life, attending the funeral
of a stranger named Sharon Chanukah, a bus
bombing victim. An armed 19 year old

chayellet unable to defend herself. Her grave
covered not with Chanukah candles but with
memorial candles. For nights afterward the

remembered sounds of the final rifle salute.

prevented me from sleeping as | contem-
plated my own mortality and wondered why
G-d was letting me pursue dreams Sharon
would never be able to actualize. Though |
was devastated by the experience, was [ not
merely an observer? The tragedy and trauma
were not fully mine, as much as | wanted to
share the pain of the Israeli people in whose
country | was presently living.

Iquestion my ability to maintain friend-
ships with pcople whose lives are constantiy
endangered and whether I am willing to en-
danger myself by moving to the land I like
to think 1s holy. I question the supposed
safety | feel I have here compared to the
spiritual apexes 1 know [ have experienced
there. Finally, I question G-d’s role in this
tragedy. These conflicting feelings and
thoughts comprise a dialectic I discuss with
both my American and Israeli friends.

From the Editor’s Desk

By Racheli Felsman

Religrous tension s a concept that al
though irighiening and at times quate real,
never necded delinton s my mind. 1 al-
ways viewed rehigious lension s existing
amony members of differenr rehgpions
whuo, due to the incongruity of therr he-
hefs, telt hosulity toward one another
Although we often hear of intolerance
among Je
of their religious status, at SCW 1 interact
with students of various religious back-
grounds, and do not often encounter any
tension between them resulting from the
differences in their practices and beliefs.
This past weekend | witnessed religious
tension in a form which shocked me and
my fellow YU students into reality.

I'spend last Shabbat at the Model Is-
raclt Knesset at Yale University. Acting
as the Knesset Minister of Religion, [ an-
ticipated a conference filled with heated
debates over various issues dealing with
religion, especially considering the unique
makeup of the Knesset which the confer-
ence was simulating. However, what 1 did
not expect was the real religious tension
which I encountered on Friday night.

After a spirit-filled Shabbat dinner, a
special speaker addressed YMIK del-
egates and other members of the Yale
community. The speaker, a professor of
Hebrew Language at Yale, opened the
lecture with the statement "] am an Israeli
and a Jew " and continued to discuss what
he defined as "Isracli culture.” In the
course of the discussion, the professor
repeatedly emphasized the importance of
separating the culture of Israel from the
culture of the Jews, and the close-
mindedness of Orthodox Jewry in trying

s loward other Jews hecause

to ignore popular “lsraceli” literature by
focusing solely on religious practices

In addition to the Orthodox minyan
at Yale, Conservative, Reform and Fgali-
tarian prayer services took place in the
Hitlel. Members of the various groups
joined YMIK delegates to hear the
speaker, and the discussion became in-
creasingly intense as the differences of
opinion between the crowd members were
expressed. The lecture deteriorated into a
disorderly shouting match in which the
intolerance of the audience members to-
ward those with differing religious beliefs
was more than evident. The uproar caused
by issues such as whether Israel should be
a theocracy and exemptions given to Ye-
shiva students from service in the army
made it quite clear that religious intoler-
ance is deeply embedded within the Jew-
ish community

As Heft YMIK, [ was bothered by one
very disturbing question: How can we as
Jews combat intolerance that people of
other faiths have toward us if we have so
much religious tension within Judaism it-
self? I have been unable to find a suitable
answer,

COMMENCEMENT

You will NOT receive
your tickets and cap and gown

Thursday
May 22
1:00 a.m.

The Theater
Madison Square
Garden

if you have not filed for graduation

with the Registrar on your campus!
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Mothers and Daughters
Inspired by Enlightening
Message of Prayer

By Avelet Grun
Sunday morning. Februan 9, began on
diferent note for o0-"0 mothers and
daughters of SUW - Combunng both Torah
and ey valoes, TAC coordinators estab-
fished the first annual Mother-Daoghter
Breakt

and

e Following o relaning breakfast

S nunute sesstan ot ot learmnimg

between mothers and daughters, atendees

were treated o lecture given by Professon
Soadar Rosenw ez of Foure College

[he mothers aod daughters who at-
tended the event savored the opportuniy o
fearn together Shoshana Shinnar noted that
sheand her davghter, Ora Shinpar, SCW OR,
“don’tget a chanee W spend some time to-
gether sinee [Ora] doesn’t come home thi
often.” Margaret Roth. mather of Deborah
Roth, SCW 798, added. ! wanted to share
i my daughter’s experience and enjoy with
her a little it at feast. of school fite.”

Citing the aroused interest of women in
the Orthodoy community tn recent vears to-
wards learning Torah, TAC prestdent Emily
1. Shapiro, SCW commented that the
breakfast prov ided a unigque opportunity for
the “mothers of the students to take part i
some part of their daughter’s college expe-

rienve.”

While the tdea of mother-daughter
events is new to SCW. some mothers at the
breakfast had past experience in such activi-
tres. PearbRickhs, mother of-Adiza Ricklts.
SCW "98noted that she has a “long history
of attending mother-daughter events from
high school and Brunah.” and thinks such
events are both important and enjoyable.
Cynthia Levin. mother of Esther Levin,
SCW "99, noted that she was “happy to see
SCW do more extra-curricular leaming ac~
tivities,” since “it's nice for a mother and a
daughter to learn together and go out for the
morning.”

All the women who participated in the
event live locally. although, according to
Shapiro, many mothers from out of the Tri-
State area expressed their interest in coming
to New York for the event. Several SCW
students who live outside the New York area
attended the event alone. or found substitute
mothers to join them. Shira Markowitz,
SCW "98. aresident of Baltimore, came with
her sister-in-law and niece of two months to
“take advantage of some quality time with
her new family.”

Professor Rosenweig's reputation at-
racted several women from outside SCW

Dvora Schipper, Mira Hochberg and Mira Goldis were am’mg the

TStudents and their mothers learning at |
the TAC Mother-Daughter breakfast l

who came exclusively to hear her speak
student at Barnard, came
because she “heard that Rebbetzin
Rosenwelg s a phenomenal speaker”™ and
that “the content and her delivery is some-
thing to learn from.”

Speaking about the importance of
prayer. Rosenweig concentrated on the four
Matriarchs and their regard towards bearing
children. Emphasizing that the Matriarch’s
prayers were answered only once they felt
true anguish, Rosenweig applied the concept
of sincerity n prayer 1o times of personal
turmoil. She mentioned, “tefilah {[must come
from the] depths of an individual soul- itisa
quest, a yearning™.

N .

f

Elana Eisenbery

4 the o 4
senweig noted-the dep man

has on G-d. as well as the independent ef-
fort man must perform to overcome hard
times. The Torah, she said, writes “hard, true
lessons about life” to teath people how to
cope with difficult situations.

1 just think refilah is such an important
element of our lives and our relationship with
Hashem.” said Rosenweig. “While our en-
tire destiny is reliant on Hashem...the power
of refilah is so strong, we can have an effect
on Hakadosh Baruch Hu"

Rosenweig told the women that, “their
abilities in this world are multifaceted.”
“Everyone has their different personality,
self worth, and their way of making their
mark in the world through Avodat Hashem,
marriage, and the community,” she said.

Commenting on Rosenweig’s lecture,
Margaret Roth said, “[ felt the professor lec-
tured with her soul. It was a wonderful pre-
sentation and it shows the universality of the
wisdom of the Torah. In effect, family life
education in modern times as very relevant
to ancient concepts and observations."”

many club and committee heads which participated in the Spring
Semester Club Fair, which took place on February 2.

SCW Students Help Make
the Seforim Sale a Success

By Yedidah Goldman

Over 1,600 people poured in to shop  vear for the first time. The credit card corn-
and browsc in Belfer Hallon Sunday. Feb- pany (hat SOY is using was shocked at the hun-
ruary 9. the opening duy of the annual SOY  dreds of transactions thachave transpired daily
Seforim sale, The purpose of the sale is o sinee the sale™s opening. Taragin was also sur-
make awide range of seforim and Judaica  prised at how many peonle ook advantage of
available at affordable prices. With this  the eredit cards, but was extremely happy be-
goal m nund. and very litde overhead.  cause iteliminated a lot ot time-consuming pa-
SOY 1w able o provide a tremendous van- - perwork and problems with money. Despite
s in the  the tme saved by the credit cards, the line gt

ety at basicatly the cheapest pri
country. Consequently, the sale is ex- the cash register on Sunday was stilf over an
tremely poputar and attracts people from hour long. The opening day was so crowded
across the spectrum of Judaism that security closed the building after only an
Over a hundred students from both  hour had passed and over 300 people had en-
YC and SCW helped out with the tremen- tered Belfer Hall. -
dous task of unpacking. organizing and Many popular items were expected 1o sell
seiting up the Seforim Sale. Thisis thesee- out quickly. such as the Bar-Ilan CD-Rom.
ond vear that SCW students have been al- ($575), which is usually sold at $900. and all
lowed to help set up the sale. and accord-  the Rishonim on the Tractate Sucah. the
ing to former SOY Vice President and  Gemaralr YC is studying next year. However.
Chairman of the Seforim Sale Mitch  some of the items that sold out, such as the
Taragin. “The gitls helped out a lot. We  NCSY Bencher and The Complete Guide to
had 42 different girls travel cope up here  Yarmulka Design, came as a surprise. Orders
to volunteer, many who canﬁ\cu\memus were submitted to replace what was finished.

times, and we really appreciate it.” and some companies, ltke Artscroll, were able
SCW students are big customers tothe  to deliver the new shipments within a day.
sale as well. and the uptown vans on Tues- The Seforim Sale is a huge undertaking.

day, February 11, were completely booked ~ and plans for it began at the end of last year.
by three o'clock in the afternoon. Secu- Taragin was chosen as vice president of SOY,
rity ordered an extra van and planned to  a position that includes running the Seforim
provide more transportation on the rest of ~ Sale, which he was qualified to do since he
the days. if possible. had assisted in last year’s sale. Upon his

According to Taragin, the first few  planned January 97 graduation he was going
days of the sale have been a huge success, to enroll in the smicha program at RIETS so
and “‘sales are even better than last year.” he could maintain his position on SOY. Al-
This is probably due, in part, to the-u: though he eventually decided not to enroll in
credit cards, which are being allowed thi Continued on page 10
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$22 Million

When YU announced the un-
precedented 22 million dollar beguest
left to the University by Annc
Scheiber to benefit women at SCW
and AECOM, SCW students ex-
pressed joy at the unexpected wind-
fall and gratitude @t Scheiber's gen-
crosity. Over 1 2 months later, the stu-
dent body has yet 1o benefit from the
gift. Not a single cent has been dis-
tributed.

Litigation is the cause of the de-
{ay. The money is tied up in courts
for two reasons, both of which could
not be confirmed by the University's
legat counsel, Martin Bockstein. Due
to legal confidentiality, the lawyer
could not spectfy the issues being de-
bated. However, sources do indicate
that the University is trying to change
the three thousand dollar per student
annual limit which Scheiber stipu-
lated in her will. Since tuition and
board have risen so dramatically
since the benefactress drew up her
will, the limit stipulation prevents the
establishment of major awards. Sec-
ondly, not unexpected in a donation
of the size and the unusual circum-

By Atara Graubard

stances of Scheber's bequest, le-
gal action has been taken to con-
test the wall, Umiversity officials
are positive about the resolution
of the case.

The
Bockstein coutd disclose on the
matter is that the student body
could assume that the donation is
not lying stagnant. An estate of the
2ift’s magnitude 1s always in-
vested. The funds that YU isto use
tor scholarships will be generated
by the proceeds from managing
the capital.

Dean Karen Bacon expressed
dismay at the problems prevent-
ing the distribution of scholarship
funds. She remarked that the situ-
ation is doubly unfortunate. Not
only are the women of YU de-
prived of financial help. but
Scheiber’s wishes are not being
fulfilted. The Dean pointed out
that the woman who donated to
YU lived a hard life and delay in
cartying out her instructions com-
pounds the tragedy.

only mformation

Recreational Swim
Offered on a Trial Basis

By Lisa Meyers

I'he complaint is one that has reso
nated through the halis of SCW for yveurs
Why are all the facilities focated onthe Y¢
campus and why are SCW stidents banned
from using them? Nowhere has this been
more of 4 sensiive assue than i discus-
s1on of the uniserstiy™s swimiming policy
Bemg i popular sport and a good source
of excrcise, especially during the cold win-
ter months, the fack ofaccess of members
of the SCW student body 1o the imdoor
Olympic-size pool at the Mam Campus has
finally found a resolution inanew recre-
ational swim program

As of Monday, February 10, a recre-
ational swim program for SCW students
commenced at Columbia Grammar & Prep
School on the Upper West Side. baery
Monday there will be vans leaving
Brookdale Hallat 7:30 p.m. and 845 p.m
for almost two hours of swim-time

This program has been initiated by the
Student Life Commitiee. a committee com-
posed of members of the student body and
the administration, that attempts to address
student issues and complaints. According
to TAC President Emily J. Shapiro, SCW
'97. a member of the committee, it began
when she was approached by Gila Thaler.
SSSB '9&. Shapiro raised the issue at an
agenda mecting and it was deemed a wor-
thy topic for consideration. She explained
that while “there is a clear inequality in our
facilities,” problems of security and tzniut
necessitate a “creative solution.” Accord-
ingly, Mrs. Zelda Braun, Assistant Dean
of Students, and Mr. Steve Young, Direc-
tor of Athletics, arrived at the present so-

Jutipn by canvassing the aiy for pools that
provide swimmming clisses and could be of
use b the cotlepe

Hannah Shonficld, SCW 9% charper-
son ol the Student [ife Commnttee rener
ated Bt " This v partof the penena! La koot
aceess oF Ster aomien t ums e as o Bl
Fhere was o sbadunt need

bes 7 She sard

for recreational sw i forexercise aind -

rehiefbut the progmam wall undergo s mentt
fong il pernod o ersare the demand 1
there betore comg shead with the futl bud

zet bunds il be necessary to pas for the

extin van service. the turing of o hifepuard
and the secunity personnet who w il e 1o
remain at the pool at all imes

Student reaction to this progran his
been overwhelmmgly posiuve. Hannah
Charpuk. SSSB 98 took 1w semesters of
swiam classes it SCW already and finds s
to be an excellent exercise opportunity
P:dizabeth Renna., SCW 99 added that she
used to swim every week in high school and
15 very excited about this program

“[t’s about time 1 had an opportunity 10
£O swimming al some point in my under-
graduate school career.” said ana Bruger.
SCW 97

But, as Young emphasized. “We'll see
what happens n terms of the numbers.”
While many students have translated their
interest in the program into action by sign-
ing up in the Office of Student Services, it
is necessary to wait and see how many
people actually show up before any final
decisions are made

Besamim Holds

Second Exhibit

4 By Observer Stafl

Besamim, the SCW art and literature
club, held its semi-annual exhibition on Feb-
ruary 12-13 in Koch Auditorium. Approxi-
mately 16 aspiring artists and writers contrib-
uted. The Exhibit was open throughout the two
days to enable students to visit at their conve-
nience. Students contributed paintings, pen-
cil and charcoal drawings, poems and essays.

Koch Auditorium temporarily transformed
into a gallery for the Besamim exhibit.

beauty of the school. We were very pleased
with the turnout and hope that with the joint
efforts of the Besamim staff and the Stern
student body, Besamim can expand even
more in the future,” said Besamim co-art edi-
tor Lisa Ickowics, SCW 98,

In addition, Besamim sponsored a lec-
ture on illuminated Ketobor, given by Sha-
lom Sabar during club hour on
February 12. I thought that
people really enjoyed the speaker
and it was nice to hear a Jewish
person speak on a Jewish topic in
conjunction with art,” said
Ickowics. Most of the 25 students
who attended the lecture were in
the art field, but other students not
connected with art attended as
well. Sabar integrated the artwork
in the Ketubah with the architec-
ture of the place where it was de-

signed.

This is the first year that two Besamim
exhibits were held. Students asked Besamim
to have more exhibits so that more artists
would have a medium to display their pieces.
As in past years, Besamim will publish a jour-
nal at the end of the academic year, providing
students another opportunity to show their
work.

“We encourage students to display their
talents and at the same time, enhance the

Yael Schor, SCW "98, who contributed
works to both exhibits this year, said, “When
you can produce two exhibits full of quality
work, it makes you feel like a valuable part
ofa viable art department. It's nice to have a
forum to display the works produced. Oth-
erwise, most of the Stern Community isn’t
aware of the quality of work that their fel-
low students are producing.”

CAN'T AFFORD A HOME?
OUTGROWING YOUR APARTMENT?

Orthodox families
community offers:

- Eruv
— Quiet neighborhood

Situated in the beautiful Sunnyside section of Linden.
Congregation Anshe Chesed is looking for young Moderr
interested

WE WANT YOU TO JOIN
OUR COMMUNITY!

FINANCIAL INCENTIVE AVAILABLE

FOR PURCHASE OF A HOME™*

NJ

in purchasing a home. Our

- Easy commute to Manhattan and Brooklyn

— Moderately priced houses

- Beautiful shul building including gym and pool

= Near kosher restaurants, mikveh and day schools
COME SPEND A SHABBOS WITH US,
AND EXPERIENCE THE WARMTH OF

ANSHE CHESED FIRST-HAND.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
REUVEN SPOLTER, AT 9084868616

Make your family part of ours.

Anshe Chesed

*financial assistance available to a limited number of apphcanls
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SCW Students Attend The International
Conference on Feminsism and Orthodoxy

By Nitzan Pelman and lana Sperling

The word “Temmisin™ evohes images of
mihtant women, deerying on college vam-
PUSES 0ur DESORY ST SOCKCTY - Hwas g revo-
lutionan movement thai ok our parcats
seneraton by stomum chaileogig tradinonal
notions of gender roles tnthe Orthodox com-
mumity. there has been an ongoing ambiva-
lenee regarding this phenomenon and its of-
tecton the rehgous woman s lite. On Febru-
any 1o-17. the fiest annual Internationat Con-
ference on Feninism and Orthodony was held
at the Grand Hyart Hotel o exannne the
sometimes vontradieton relatonship between
femmusm and Orthodovy and 1o find ponts
otreconciation wahin a halachic tramework
he gathenng attracted approximacely 1,000
Jewish women and men trom diverse back-
srounds and countries. Although most women
were aifiliated with Orthodoxy. various ide-
ologies and denominations were represented

Upon arrival, women had the option w0
daven with a women’s sefilla group. Blu
Greenberg. the kevnote speaker, began the
conference with introductory comments and
presented a general overview of the current
situation regarding Orthodox women. She
highlighted tssues concerning women rel-
evant o the Jewish community of the twenti-
eth century: the predicament of agunor. a
woman's role in the synagogue, the status of
ordination for wemen in a halachic commu-
nity and the importance of women receiving
an equal education in all realms of Jewish
learning.

The comfSrence continued witha presen-
tation on tife plight of ugunor. Agunah Inc..
an organization dedicated to helping agunot
in their struggles to attain theie rightfully de-

senved gers, deseribed o the audienee the
horritie realiy 1 the life of an agronih
The founders of Agunah e Dr. Susan
Arcanofl. Rovka Haut and Honey
Rachman, write a column entitled
“Chams™ n the Jowish Press o educate
the Jewish public on the importance of s
tough communal stance against recalcr-
Ir.n;l husbands. The agunor themselves
discussed their personal stories. Yehudit
Robinson. SCW 99, exclaimed. 1 telt
powerless to help these agunor. and this
left me with an overwhelming sense of
hopelessness. 1 you believe m the
Halachic system. then there must be a so-
lution to freeing these women within with
in the confines of halacha.™
The conference also addressed the
need for active participation of women in
synagogue life. Many speakers advocated
Women assuming positions on synagogue
boards. thus having more of a voice in
communal deci The option of
women's 7efilla groups was discussed by
speakers such as Miriam Shachter and
Rabbi Avi Weiss, who then presented
them as Halachic options for those women
who seek active roles in prayer. Among
the participants at the conference were
women whose experiences in women’s
tefillu groups ranged over a wide spectrum.
Some were avid participants and read from
the Torah on a weekly basis, while others
had never attended such a fefiila group.
Many women expressed their feelings of
exclusion within the confines of a typical
orthodox synagogue. The role of the
michitzza was often the catalyst of such

ons.

KINDERTRANSPORT

Continued from page 1

. Some people expect only lightweight amuse-

ment from a show. McGovern suggested, but
he tries to “do as many things as you can in
theater  hife s full of tragedy and comedy.™

The audience was receptive to the mes-
sage of the play. Said one Touro student.
whose father was one of the children saved
by the Kindertransport. “It was very
convineing...it helped me conceptualize what
he went through.”™ Danielle Keats, SCW "97,
said. "1 thought it was far more powerfui than
past plays. The subject 18 very appropriate--
the student body ¢an connect to it.”

Tickets cost S7 in advance and S8 at the
door. Revenue from ticket sales. however,
only covered approximately 25 percent of ex-
penses. Funding from SCWSC covered the
rest of the costs, such as the rental of lighting
equipment

Audience size varied from day to day
Monday. the beginning of the school week.
saw the smallest group. while on Wednesday.
a group of students from HAFTR swelled the
already large audience to 154 people. A show-
ing would be considered “sold out” with 120
.people, but SCDS, reluctant to turn anyone
away, managed to find seats for everyone.

Behind the stage door, the play’s techni-~
cal staff contributed their time, effort and ex-
pertise. For example, the play has a compli-
cated Jighting plot. With scenes taking place
n the present sharing the stage with flash-
backs, it was a challenge to keep the spotlight
on the action. This was the responsibility of
Dina Rogin. SCW '98, who also worked the
lights for last year's production of Sreef Mug-
nolias. Other crew members obtained cos-
tumes and props. Miriam Ben-Fzra, SCW 98,

related. “In the last week of rehearsal. Mr.
McGovern asked if [ could sew, gave me
the fabric and told me to make this cos-
tume [for the Ratcatcher.}”

For the week of production, Koch Au-
ditorium became a theater. Black curtains
covered the walls; thick electrical wires
trailed across the floor. Despite these ef-
forts, it could not be disguised that an au-
ditorium is not a theater. “{ have this dream -
that somewhere hidden in this building is
a real theater, with black walls, inclined
seating,” said McGovern. However, he
also pointed out that, “Shakespeare had a
blank stage.” Comparing Kindertransport
to other plays she had seen, Keats com-
mented, “The caliber {of acting] is excel-
lent. The only difference is the facility.”
Last spring. when SCDS was planning to
put on the musical Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcout, they hoped
1o use the theater at the Main Campus, but
were unable to obtain permission.

Despite these limitations, the result of
four months of hard work by all those in-
volved was a very en;ag‘mg play. “I never
would have thought young girls could per-
form like this,” said the mother of Joelle
Bollag. The Bollags live in Switzerland,
and Mrs. Bollag came to New York to sce
her daughter play Helga, a role that made
good use of her accent. Said Meira

Schneider, SCW 98, the show’s stage
manager, “We worked really hard on it--
it had to be good.” *

sentiment s it distances women from the
activity in the main sanctuary. There was
much debate over whether it was the
michitza tselt which was the source of dis-
comfort and feelings of alienation, or the
fashion i which it was traditionally posi-
tioned. Other women present did not see the
michizza and davening in a mate-lead cer-
emony as offensive or exclusionary.

Dr. Tamar Ross, a noted scholar and
cducator, was exceptionally well recetved.
She addressed the religious feminist’s re-
sponse to what is perceived as the patriar-
chal tone of the Bible and Chazal. Dina
Zudick, SCW 98, commented. T felt that
Dr. Ross gave a sophisticated analysis that
was well grounded in halacha.™ Stgphanic
Ives. SCW "98. added. “Tamar Ross raised
the intellectual level of the conference con-
siderably and addressed the real undertying
issue behind all the specific details that were
discussed by the other speakers.

Rachel Leiser, SCW "98,"expressed a
commonly voiced critique of the conference.
“There was a Jack of kavod for the Rabbinic
establishment, and an ignorance on the part
of the participants regarding the complex-
ity of halacha,” said Leiser. Rabbi Avi
Weiss, 2 well known educator at SCW, ad-
dressed these concerns. In his speech he
voiced his opinion regarding the interplay
between Rabbinic authority and Tzarchei
Tzibor (communal needs). Rabbi Weiss
argued that the women advocating for
change must display respect and r¢
toward the halachic system and its authori-;
ties. He emphasized that everyone ultimatefy
wanted what was best for Klal Yisrael, the

divergence of opinion rested only in the
means of attaining this goal.

Rabbi Saul Berman, Associate Profes-
sor of Judaic Studics at SCW and supporter
of women's issues in the Orthodox com-
munity, was amongst the many rabbis rep-
resented at the conference. His lecture fo-
cused on the inherent positive good in in-
creased options for women in halacha
which are conducive for the enhancement
of women's spirituality. He does not view
this reality in terms of the concessions
granted to women in the face of feminist
influences. Rabbi David Silber, founder of
Drisha Institute for advanced Judaic learn-
ing for women, highlighted the value of

women’s learning. He expressed a need for |

an innovative response on the part of the
Rabbinate with respect to the new phenom-
ena of women well versed in Talmud and
halacha. L,

The conference posed many questions
for which there are no easy answers. The
controversial nature of the issues and calls
for action may hinder implementation and
acceptance in the greater Orthodox com-
munity. Additionally, many objected to the
affiliation of some speakers at a conference
under Orthodox auspices. Dr. Moshe
Bemnstein, Professor of Bible as SCW and
YC, commented, “My problem with the
conference is that it did not limit active par-
ticipation to individuals who are not un-
equivocally Orthodox.” Regardless of the
flaws that many felt existed at the confer-
ence, there was an overwhelming elation
that these issues received public attention
on the part of the Orthodox community.

YUNMUN

Continued from page 1
and Assistant Conference Coordinator
added that, “The conference is successful
because it shows the academic aspects of
Jewish Studies,” and so in a sensc illustrates
a Yeshiva University philosophy towards
education.

Montag also added that another rea-
son for holding the conference is to give
yeshiva students the opportunity to partici-

pate wholeheartedly in.an academic con-
ference. Many Universities hold model
United Nations conferences, but these con-
ferences tend to be held over the weekend
and students are forced to miss sessions
because of Shabbat. YUNMUN altows re-
ligious high school students t be full and
active participants in a model United Na-
tions conference.

Abraham A. Spack Fellowship
to be awarded to a
College/University

Undergraduate

and is &

lfyoa. or someone you know is a full-time
in

as a Jewish ed

college
serving the Jewish People

nominute a candidate.

you are

l 212-268-4210

The Conference will take place on August 14-17 in California
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Talmud Torah K’negged

By Bracha Rutner

CGemorah has been taught in SCW since
1977 when Rav Yoset Dov Soloveitehik Zt°1
began learning with students in what is now
the reference library. Dean Karen Bacon, the
then newly appointed dean of SCW, attended
the shuer. She reflected that hoth the person-
ality that camie to teach and the subject matter
that was taught “generated enormous excite-
ment.”

Rabbi Saul Berman was instrumental in
bringing Gemorah studies to this institution
As chairman of the Judaic Studies department
inthe 1970°s, he felt that a change was needed.
SCW prided itself in ats Judaic Studies pro-
gram, yet it was lacking in many ways. The
program’s focus changed by emphasizing the
importance of understanding the text in order
to improve the understanding of the content.
Gemorah was the first step. In addition to
Gemorah, Rabbi Berman created the Core
Program which requires SCW students to take
six semesters of Judaic studies; nine credits
each semester and 14 additional elective cred-
its. Rabbi Dr. Ephraim Kanarfogel, the cur-
rent dean of Judaic Studies and one of the first
Gemorah teachers in SCW, said that Core had
a “great impact on students and created more
learning opportunities.”

Over the years, women’s learning in gen-
eral has changed. Women are being exposed
to many more things as talents are being re-
evaluated and attitudes are changing.
Gemorah is being taught in an advanced and
serious manner, in high schools and in 2 mul-

Steven C_Schritzer, Exg

Fouro Law: Center. Closs
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« North Sho
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360 Nassau Roud » Huatington. Long fsland, NY

Gitude of Yeshivot and seminaries that nu-
merous women choose to attend for at least
a year preceding college. Subsequently,
these women wish to pursue continued
study i this arca, and as many of these
women chose to attend SCW, the demand
for Gemorah has increased.

The Gemorah curnculum that was

originatly constructed has been altered,

slowly over the years. [nitiatly there were,
as today, three levels of proficiency avail-
able: beginners, intermediate and ad-
vanced. They were all taught two days a
week foran hour and fifieen minutes each
ion, the same amount as a regular class
pertod. Five years ago, the Beit Midrash
on the sixth floor of the school building
was created in order for the women to have
a kavua place to learn. Students in the in-
termediate and advanced levels were ex-
pected to do preparation for class in their
own time and thus required a proper place
to do so. The Beit Midrash’s inauguration
was created not only to fill this need but to
also provide any woman who wished to
learn Torah a proper atmosphere and en-
vironment.

Minor additions to the Gemorah pro-
gram included supplementary beginners
level and new teachers. The two beginners
levels are now taught by Rabbi Avi Weiss
and Rabbi Mark Penner and the interme-
diate and advanced classes are taught by
Rabbi Moshe Kahn. However, the begin-

Sedney G Wighall. Staft Attoenex
Unsted States Securities ond
Exchange Commessian
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to Guemaorgh. Having a
set tine for Gemorah
preparation during the
day would minimisg
chevruta schedulinp
conthicr and would en
hance the o erall guabin,
ot the class.” sind Adena
Saltzman, SCW 9%
Another problem with
the program was th it

Students in the Advanced Talmud Shiur take the
opportunity to ask Rabbi Kahn questions.

‘] has no continuity 1 was
if very difficult for sw-
)

2244 Fixt

ners Gemorah has almost no expectation for
outside preparation. The class exposes
women to Gemorah but its main goal 1$ not
1o have the women move on to intermediate
Cemorah, but rather to be comfortable and
knowledgeable about the subject matter
Rabbi Kahn’s intermediate and advanced
classes are both expected to do much prepa-
ration outside of classes as the students must
come to class ready to read and discuss the
Gemorah and Rishonim which Rabbi Kahn
assigns.

Recently, there has been much recog-
nized realization that serious Gemorah study
demands more time and consistency. Three
hours was not enough lecture time and to ex-
pect the students to do all the preparation in
their “own time” was sometimes not realis-
tic. “To do a good job preparing for class. a
student must devote at least two hours a night

Kttesriey Jodse Seteos ale
Fistess Lazer Contee §ien oof f9%5

312 ® Stk 42

2675 L ® D i tourolaw efdu © TED/TTY 516 421,476 l

dents 1o change Tevels if they felt the need
because between the beginners and mterme -
diate Gemorah there was a vast contrast in
the expectations of the students. Adina
Sacknovitz, SCW 97 4 student who did
move up from the beginners level 1 Rabb
Kahn's intermediate class said. “It was a big
Jump. larger than | expected itto be. The gap
between the classes is very great.” Women
who are serious Gemorah feamers want the
feeling of a shiur as opposed to a class
Gemorah is difficult to learn as a “subject”
because there are many intricate parts to it
and to truly understand it, much discussion
is necessary. This is best done in a comfort-
able environment. and not under classroom

conditions.
Students realized these problems and
began to brainstorm about ways to resohve
Continued on page 11
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Interactive Class Taught By
Husband and Wife Team

By Ora Shinnar
L an effort to evpose the student body
(o the nstes that will dominate the coming

century, SCW has offered two vourses that
introduce the student body to the tnportant

Dr. Devra Davis and
Dr. Richard Morgenstern

role of environmental concerns i tocal and
global affairs. The course on "Environment
Health and Public Policy™ that was offered
last semester, and the course "Environment:
Health or Economies?” that is available this
semester combine 4 large number of disci-
plines to otfer a comprehensive view of one
of the most impontant tssues that will shape
the 21st eentury

Professors Devra L. Davis and Richard
D. Morgenstem. who are wife and husband.
have extensive backgrounds in the field of
public healyfi and economic planning.

Morgenstertf served as a senior official at the
EPA for 15 years, and was their chiefecono-
mist and acting Deputy Administrator. Davis
was appointed by President Clinton in the
last administration to work on environmen-
tal health 1ssues. and is presently the Pro-
gram Director for Health Environment and
Development at the World Resource Orga-
nization.

The class is offered simuitaneously at
the Uptown and Midtown campuses, made
possible by the use of newly-installed inter-
active video technology.

The focus of the class that is offered this
semester is to show students the interplay
between public health and economics, and
how each effects public policy. Both the

class ottered last semester and the one offered
this semester aid in raising the levet of envi-
ronmental awareness of the students in YU

New studtes emerge weekly that detail harm
that has resulted from coy ironmental exploi-
tation, be it air and water pollution, pesticides,
tone ently contan aws, which lfeave con-
clusions open to criticism from opponents

The difficulty encountered by the cconomie
catenlations is the retuctance, or inability 1o
v value (o items that need ta be

XCT A MONCTry
measured. How valuable tsa lite? A healthy
child” Clean water and Air? These questions
need o be ashed. and answered. in order for
pohey to be formulated. There are a himited
number of resources availabie in the world,
factory to spend money

and often foret
to improve its safety will cause people to be
laid-ofY. which could result in the loss of their
families” only source of income.

Environmentalism has ceased to be
viewed as a fringe science. and has proved
itself’ 10 be a necessity for the future survival
of the human species. Davis points to the pre-
vious election as proof. “One of the exciting
things to come out of the last clection was
the realization that Democrats and Republi-
cans share a commitment to protecting the
environment,” she said. The key differences
relate to how to best provide this protection,
with the Democrats tending to favor a stron-
ger role for government, while Republicans
tend to prefer more private-sector initiative.

Davis said that both she and her husband
are impressed with the intelligent questions
raised by the students, and have seen a
“dawning of awareness” of issues relating to
the environment.

The couple’s connection to YU came
through Dr. Harvey Babich, Professor of Bi-
ology at SCW, with whom Dr. Davis has
written a number of papers, and continues as
Davis supervises SCW Scholars on research
in the fields of breast cancer and the chang-
ing ratios of males to females born in vari-
ous countries throughout the world.

Both professors hope that raising the
awareness of today's generation of students
will contribute to a future were environmen-
tal issues are the cornerstone of our public
policy.

Top Ten Signs You Are
Waking Up Too Early

logged on.

guards.

By Laverne and Shirley
10. You know what your 9 a.m. teacher looks like.
9. You actually get YOUR copy of the New York Times.
8. You know what the caf served for breakfast.
l 7. You know that the caf serves breakfast.
6. You finger the YU e-mail system and you're the only one

5. You're in the Brookdale lobby for the changing o} the

4. You never use the snooze button on your alarm.

3. Even the Advanced Talmud students are still sleeping.
2. You're already awake whén the Office of the Registrar
calls to inform you that your schedule is messed up.
1. Your roommate hasn't gone to sleep yet.

By Kayla Pliskin

Every student bemoans the fact that
Milner's Mart does not have the flavor
of Froz Fruit requested and that the
bottled water is warm, but how many
people realize the hard work expended
to make Milner's the best under its daf-
ficult conditions? .

Tuming an éar to a conversation be-
tween the cashier and a patron, one may
hear: “Do you have Snapple?” “Sure.”
“Diet Raspberry?” “We're out.”
“Peach”” “It’s not cold.” “Lemon?”
“We've got that one.” Complaints for
this pseudo-grocery store run the gamut.
“They advertise all this new stuff, but
they don’t
have it
They never
have toilet
ipaper. It’s
annoying to
icome ail the
way down
and  find
that they
don’t have
what you
ant,

1

Alyssa

A Behmd-the-Scenes
Look At Milner’s Mart

they arise. “All day it is on my mind...We|
have to deal with it in some aspect every-
day,” admits Kahn.

But it has its rewards. “On a small
level, 1 have learned how to run my own,
business. The stock room is small so we
order as much as we can to fill it,” said]
Axelrod, “We have to know when the comn-
panies deliver. We order Coke weekly.”

Kahn commented on the situation of
food shortages, “You have to know what]
the girls want. Snapple cannot keep up with
the girls...We try t6 always have all the fla-
vors but it might be.warm because the|
fridge can only hold so much,” she said.
During finals,
it took an hour!
to stock
Snapple and in|
four hours it
was gone. “It
was like a tor-
nade,” said]

“Our goal
is to make
people
happy...we|
know people]
will buy no

Shulman,

matter
what...bug

1smnygoodb there'’s g
la week, they have LaffyTaffy but onfy
lcherry;” complained Adina Bloomberg,
SCW.*97. “They should have faster ser-
vice,” offered Ayelet Grun,

- But everyone had
workers. “It’s teal

bad:for the workers because they. are

Milners and stock it. Snapple cases are’
ot so light.”

The store may close at midnight but
stocking lasts i1l 1 a1, But it is mote
than the hours they put on their time
sheets. “There are phone calls; talking to
Ipsople such as Papitto from the kitchen,
Mr. Singer, and Yossi uptown,” said
[Kahn. Axetrod and Kahn are learning the
skills of the business world. They must
schedule the workers, monitor the pay-
iroh, keep up with the supplies and the
icustomers, and deal with problems a8

L

— -
Student employees of Milner's Mart deal with the
demands of fellow students on a nightly basis.

“agreed Axelrod. “We've started getting]

ot i
loverworked, The tine i§ ridiculous,  feel -

;- cansy éthestmetsstmkedevaryday “We

_.andawant
Kehn, “We'w

ceteal, but we can’t store milk,” she said.

“This year’s new register is very helpful...aj

blg lmpmvemeut‘ from ﬂwxeally olé, non-
last

work well withw!m we have,” said

making’ 1mprovements to- Milaer’s;
“There's bureaucracy. Until: we get wha}
we want, it takes a fong time. It is no one|
person’s funlt. But the girls are supportive.”
Grun is grateful, “tint the school provides
something that is not caf food to munch on-}
since munchmg is essenﬁal to study hab-
ital”

‘Kahn urges all the studemsto“re&hze
and appreciate the workers and not take)
‘Militer’s for granted.” - -

ot .
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“about
women, etc.”

1987-

By Susan Jacobs

Women s issues, or rather the issues of
being women, have long been central to the
social awareness of SCW. Students at SCW
must come 10 terms with their own impend-
g womanhood. while defining their per-
sonal positions on a whole gamut of social
and religious issues. This has always been
the case, but ten vears ago, in the February
18, 1987 issue of The Observer. Erica
Schoonmaker brought these struggles to new
light with the institution of a column titled
“about women, etc.” The column, which was
continued in subsequent issues, was intended
to focus on many of the issues impacting
SCW students which were felt deeply, but
not necessarily verbalized.

In her column, Schoonmaker writes
candidly about her transformation from girl-
hood to womanhood, a transition felt by most
SCW students during their college years, but
one which is rarely addressed. Ten years
later, observing Schoonmaker’s candor, one
has to wonder why we fail to discuss such
issues today. In 1987 Schoonmaker ex-
pressed what-many -students- were feeling:
much of that is still felt today, without being
given the avenue of public expression.

Schoonmaker discussed the change in
her use of terminology to describe herself.
She wrote:

“Somehow it happened. 1don’t know
when. The word woman slipped in unnoticed
and replaced the word girl,... I wonder,
though, how many of us at Stern College for
Women are comfortable being called
women, as individuals and as part of a
group.”

The issue of whether SCW students
should be called “women” or “girls” has
been over-exhausted, but the issue of
whether SCW students consider themselves
women persists. The debate may no longer
rage in the classrooms, but many a dorm
room’s midnight conversations turn to such
issues. The question is not perhaps, “What
should we be titled?” but rather, “When do
we become women?”

One alumna of SCW, who asked not to
be named, said, “I didn’t become a woman
in SCW; I was very much a girt, but | liked
it. I got to be young and explore my inter-
ests. | didn’t have to be set: it was a good
point in my life 10 be young.” Regarding
becoming a woman, Francoise Sorkin, SCW
*97, said, “It’s not an over-night thing. 'l
always be akid in my heart.” Sorkin did note
that she often has the appearance of being a
woman, “but it’s a fool’s game. It’s just im-
pressions, that’s all it is. Everything is rela-
tive.” Indeed, what many perceive as the
definition of womanhood may merely be
physical appcarances; those who appear to
be wornen may be emotionally girls. Or per-
haps womanhood is not defined clearly by

" the emotions. Schoonmaker realized sud-
denly that she had become a woman, but this
moment of self-awareness may not come so
explicitly to all SCW students.

Before coming to college, many stu-
dents mistakenly believe that they are com-
pletely grown up already. A SCW junior

1997

said. “1Us not hke once vou're m college
vou're all grown.™ She noted that she has
arown a great deal since coming to SCW,
She added. “Sometimes people are too quick
(o judge others religiously without realizing
that they are still growing.” [t scems that
perceptions of growth of different sorts seem
to be based on physical appearances or false
definitions. Lisa Kaplan, SCW "99, came to
SCW._ directly from high school. in June of
1995 she was a student at a high school “for
girls™ and by that August, she was a student
at Stern College “for Women.” “[ guess a
tot happened in two months,” said Kaplan.

Rywka Shuiman, a Bible instructor at
SCW said, “There is an assumption that you
grow up and go to college. I think the stress
is {that] emotionally students have grown up,
but academically this is the place where that
will happen.” Shulman emphasized that col-
lege learning concentrates more on methods
of learning and less on the information it-
setf. There is a presumption that high school
students are merely expected to memorize
and regurgitate information, whereas college
students are expected to leam how to acquire
information for themselves.

What all of those interviewed seemed
to agree about is that titles do not make
women. Schoonmaker emphasized the im-
portance of SCW students defining their own
identities. She wrote, “We should feel
obliged to undergo such a seasch for iden-
tity or it will be determined by others...”

As students in a women's institution this
quest is in our hands. Are we shirking it?
When we at Stern call ourselves women,.is
the “wo” only a prefix to “men” or does our
identity come from a strong sense of indi-
viduality?

The task for SCW students remains the
same. College is a time for self discovery
No student should doubt the importance of
defining her identity. This is the time of life
and SCW is the place.

10 Years Ago in The Observer:

As part of the Torah U’Madda Project, Rabbi
Aharon Lichtenstein spoke about “Congruence,
Confluence and Conflict.”

Articles titled “It’s Raining on Prom Night” and
“Greased Lightning” debated the pros and cons of
coed social events. The topic was raised by a contro-
versial “Fifties Night” co-sponsored by the sopho-
more and senior classes of SCW and YC.

Milner’s Mart reopened as a student-run store. It
had been closed for several years. Previously it had
been run by dorm mother Mrs. Milner.

Labor union workers protested outside SCW
_chanting, “Hey, hey, what do you say, Yeshiva work-
ers need a raise! Hey hey, Ho ho, YU better give up

Yale Model Israeli Knesset

Continued from page 1

until 4:15 p.m. debating the various bills and
trying to pass their party's bills into the ple-
nary. Each Knesset member had the oppor-
tunity to write a bill.on any topic related to
their assigned committee

Delegates davened and ate their Shabbat
meals at the Yale Hillel house. On Friday
night there was a special address by a Yale
professor of Hebrew language, who spoke
of the development of Israeli culture through
literature.

The plenary sessions continued through
Sunday, when the Knesset conctuded with
an awards ceremony. "YMIK was an inter-
esting experience. I Jearned a lot about the
[sraeli government and parliamentary pro-
cedure. | am definitely looking forward to

going again." said Kinneret Cohen, SCW
2000.

SCW and YC students contributed a
strong presence in the YMIK conference this
year, as well as in the past. Delegates from
each school were chosen through an appli-
cation and interview process to select the
most qualified students. The conference was
partiaily subsidized through the SCWSC J
P. Dunner Political Science Society

"As a member of the first defegation to
YMIK four years ago, [ think this delega-
tion proved most competent and knowledge-
able of the issues at hand." said J. P. Dunner
Political Science Society President Sharona
Cohen. SCW 97,
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TAC Shiurim: Learning
Outside the Classroom

By Y chudit Robinson
W e duditbecause we fove Toth ™ was
A VAU Teader™s explanation for the plethora
o s that have occurred over the past
two weeks. While extracurrweular shiron
are notpew 1o SUWL some ot the speakers

and the instiutions they represent presented
new opportunities tor Torth ennchiment to
the SCW student body. [naddiron, several
shinrom were part of inaugural learning
programs

Daring Club Hour on January 29,
Rabbi Ell Horowitz of Yeshivat Sharer
Hebron addressed an overtlowing audience
on the topic “Chevron...Without Politics.™
Aliza Maslow, a TAC Shiurim Committee
Head, explained his selection as a speaker.
After meeting Maslow in Hebron earlier
this year, Rabbi Horow1tz asked if he could
choose a topic to present at SCW because
of his wish to share Israet’s Torah with
diaspora students.

Rabbt Horowitz discussed the refation-
ship between the nation and the land of Is-
rael. focusing on the historical/legal. spifni-

asan intellectual veshin a forw omenwhowish
to learn Torah onan advanced Tevel In fact,
Rabbi Mann told the participants that the wleas
he presented were formbated i a class he
taught to s Masoret students

The next afternoon during Club Hour,
Rabbi Berman of Nishmat, an institute for
advanced Torah studies for women in Isracl.
presented a response to the question “Can We
Make Sense of Sacrifices?” to a group of over
30 students, 1.ike some of the other speakers,
Rabbi Berman requested to come to SCW.
Ora Shinnar, SCW 98, explained. “1 spent
two summers there [at Nishmat].. and Rabbi
Berman asked me {to visit].”

On Thursday, February 5, Tobi
Rotenstein, a student at the Bernard Revel
Graduate School, spoke at the first annual
TAC Alumnae-led Rosh Chodesh Chabura
Program. TAC President Emily J. Shapiro,
SCW 97, said the Chabura’s purpose was
both to bring recent alumni of SCW to pro-
mote Torah /ishma and to inform SCW
women about available opportunities in Jew-

tual and personal
bonds Avram had
and we contimue to
have o Israel. He
emphasized
Avram’s as a be-
havioral prototype
of this relationship.
__ Forexample, white
he was 2 monothe-
15t, he respected

the wdolatrous na-

tions  amongst Rabbi Berman of Nishmat was Just one of the many guest
whom he lived speakers this year, courtesy of the TAC Shiurim COmmittee
Further. Eretz

Yisrael was given to Avram to give to the
Jewish nation. tdeally. he concluded, the
relationship between the people and the
tand should be ax strong as that of Adam
and Chava

Rabbi Horowitz's plans to return to
SCW on a monthly basis to address stu-
dents. Maslow explained that future visits
were not oniginally planned. but rather
came as a response o how well he was re-
cerved. Interested students can sign up on
sheets in the sixth floor Belt Midrash

Rabbi Mann of Yeshivat B nei Torah
and Masoret located in Far Rockaway and
nwood. New York, cume 0 SCW on Tues-
day. February 4. w0 publicize Masoret and
o attempt a resolution at the perplexing nar-
rative of Genesis 22 in a shiur called “Was
ita Bird? Was it a Plane? Was it Yaakov?
Was it Ei In an interactive presenta-
tion attended by approximately 13 women,
Rabbi Mann offered an original thesis to

explain the text's glaring peculiarities. such -

as whether Yitzehak was deceived, why
Rivka was able to transfer a potential curse
onto herself, and why Yaakov feared
s touch. He concluded that
activities did not deccive
Yitzehak. Yitzchak's goal was to create a
worldwide monotheistic kingdom. To
achieve this goal, he envisioned dual roles
tor his children. Yaakos would serve as a
Sprritual eader, and Enay as a military
teader

Following the conclusion of Rubbi
Mann's shiur, llana Sperhing, SCW "99.
said, "It was thought-provoking. tie of-
tered a lot of interesting questions on the
inyan.” Masoret has developed a reputation

1sh education. either at Revel or efsewhere.

The 13 participants of the shiur entitled
“Did Avraham Wear a Yarmulke?” used
midrashic and pshat analyses to discuss
whether the Avot observed the 613 command-
ments. In addition, they questioned the author-
ity of the midrashic approach and the inher-
ent anachronistic problems in suggestinglhc
Avot actually were observant. Shapiro noted
that many of the participants remained after
the shiur’s conclusion to speak with
Rotenstein.

The next shiur took place on Sunday,
February 9. Over 70 SCW women. along with
their mothers. sisters, and friends attended
TACs first annual Mother. Daughter Break-
fast Shiur. Smadar Rosenzweig guided the
participants through sources to understand the
concept of “Prayer and Progeny in Genesis.”
She emphasized prayer's power to overturn
decrees in the lives of barren women. For
example, the prayers of Rachel, a righteous
woman the daughter of wicked parents, were
not as worthy of being answered as those of
her husband Yaakov, a righteous man the son
of righteous parents. The power of her pain,
however, overrode her jacking familial his-
tory and Yaakov's complacent response that
he already had chitdren f}‘la‘l{hl\ marriage to
Leah,

TAC, through their Torah lectures, hope
to negate the mistaken idea that Torah enrich-
ment 1s unavailable at SCW, especiatly once
one has completed their Judaic Studies re-
quirements. The TAC Shiurng Committee is
s rifing to entertain students” requests for new
speakers “*

Seforim Sale

Continued from page 4
RIF TS, he agreed 1o run e sale anyway,
and i the middle of the this past semiester

n Belfer Hall

I'he selection at the sile is comprehen-
sive, There are 20 differcat sets of Shas. six
different printings of the Rirva, und Mishu
Berurahs in aif shapes and sizes, including
a pocket edition, In many cases Taragin or-
dered a publisher's entire catalog, mctuding
some obscu fortm to add vancety. Be-
ers. Random House distributed cause so many companies publish the same
Witling Executioners™, a book on the ¥ew  seforim, he was able to do price compari-
York Times Best Selers Listthat sold out all  sons between companies and then buy the
30 of its copies in two hours. seforim at the lowest prices. There 1s a

Originally. SOY planned to use Belfer  tion at the sale that is only books and seforim
Hall as the location for the sale, but published by Rabeim and teachers at YU,
Facilities's Management refused, claiming  which includes many writings of the Rav,
that the room was too important to lock up ~ z”l. The sale carries a selection of music,
for such a Jong period of time. The sale was ~ ranging from children’s tapes, to cantorial
relocated to the Shenk Shul in Schottenstein  music and instruction, to a very large
Hall, 2 much smaller facility with less de- Carlebach section, and to the current, mod-
tivery and public access. To fit the sale into  ern trends of Dedi, MBD, Avraham Fried
the Shenk Shul, Taragin would have been and Mendy Wald. There are the typical
required to reduce his inventory by two  Judaica items, such as kipot and ritzit, as
thirds, reducing the selection of some sec-  well as the more unusual, such as the newly
tions, and completely cutting out othegs,such ~ designed Key-To'v belt, which utilizes akey
as children’s books and history. Thi§ proved  to stay closed so one can carry a key on
to be unfeasible, and SOY threatened to can-  Skabbat in an area without an eruv.
cel the sale. As a result, Facilities Manage- There is a web page with a full catalog
ment agreed to allow the use of Belfer, but  of items, (although no prices), which can be
the sale would have to be cut short by aweek  accessed at 50t.yc.yu.edu. The sale ends on
and cleared out very quickly after the end.  February 23, and SOY will need help pack-
However, according to Taragin, after the ingand returning the inventory. Students are
initial problem, both Facilities Management ~ encouraged to help, and will be paid three
and Student Services were extremely help-  dollars an hour towards the items at the sale.
ful and even allowed him extra storage rooms

Editorial: ¥U NMUN VIl

Continued from page 2

just a dual curriculum of Torah and secular
studies, but rather a way of life. It is to use
the light of Torah as a framework to guide
us through the darkness of the world. In other
words, total involvement in the secular world
with a Torah outlook.

Far too many Orthodox Jews believe
they can only achieve growth in Torah by
shying away from the secular world and its
problems. Such thinking however, fails to
grasp an important dimension of Torah.
Those whom sectude themselves from the
world are, in effect, not recognizing the
Torah's true potential. Though it often ap-

he began to work on choosing,
priving and erganiZng a myviad of maternl
The sale includes over 4500 titles from

ordering,

over thirty distibutors, ranging from com-

pames in [sracl, 1o music and soltware com-

panics, and even o Random House Publish-
Hitler's o

pears otherwise, Torah is not alien to the
world; in fact, the world was created for the
Torah. It is our mission as Torah observant
Jews to immerse ourselves in the secular
world in order to reinstate the Torah values,
from which the world has swayed. Involve-
ment in organizations, like the UN, is one
means through which this can be achieved.
Itis thus vital that YU continue to invest time
and money into YUNMUN and any other
programs that perpetuate the Torah
U'Madda ideal.

R R
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Members of RENT and STOMP to
Perform at Wetlands to Benefit
NY Substance Abuse Clinic

By Dina Bogner

Think that the members of the so-calied
“Generation X do not care enough to make
an effort to give to their communities, and
to the members of those communities that
are in need? Think again.

At Wetlands, on Monday, March 10 at
8 p.m., Xplosion I, a forum for “Generation
Xers™ to express their talents in support of
the New York community, will be hosting
Concert Contact. All of the profits from the
$15 tickets will go to the Educational
Alliance’s Project Contact, a drug rehabili-
tation center located in New York’s Lower
East Side.

Cast members of the Broadway musi-
cal RENT, the off-Broadway hit STOMP,
four New York bands; Duncan Blue, Knock-

out Drops, FBI, and Dead Bolt Feather and
other downtown artists will perform a burst
of music, dance, spoken word and live
Internet “chats.”

The producers of the event hope to ben-
efit Project Contact, known for its help in
rehabilitating those struggling with drug
abuse, by helping to raise funds, raise con-
sciousness about the growing epidemic of
drug use and to raise awareness about the
resources available at Project Contact.

Tickets are available through Ticket
master at (212) 307-7171, at the Wetlands
box office after 5 p.m. or at the door. You
can call me, Dina, at 779-3257 for more in-
formation.

Talmud Torah
K'neged Kulam

Continued from page 7

them. After meetings with Dean Bacon,
Rabbi Kanarfogel and Rabbi Kahn, the first
step was made. Advanced Gemorah would
now meet four times a week instead of twice
a week. Classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays
were extended by 25 minutes; they would
begin at 8:40 a.m. and end at 10:20, as op-
posed to aTegular class period which is held
from 9:00 a.m. until 10:15 a.m. The faculty
and students worked together to smooth out
any potential stumbling blocks they would
encounter with scheduling changes. Students
in advanced Gemorah would be giving up a
class period and potential loss of credits and
so this class would now be worth five cred-
its. In order to have this change take place,
there would need to be a core group of
women that would be truly interested and
committed in partaking in this class. TAC
President Emily J. Shapiro, SCW *97, spoke
-to the students and found a group who ear-
nestly desired a course of this kind.

The beginners level also encountered
change. While Rabbi Weiss' class remained
the same, Rabbi Penner’s class was defined.
Instead of exposing the women to only the
logic and a surface knowledge of Gemorah,
the class now titled “advanced beginners” fo-
cuses on teaching the students skills. The
class tries to build the gap between the in-
troductory and intermediate levels. “I want
to provide my students with the opportunity
to learn the text of the Gemorah well and
dliow for the women to move up to the next
level,” said Rabbi Penner. Aliza Friedman,
SCW °98, a student in the class, said, “This
class is truly chaltenging. I feel that my skills

have improved since I began the course and

Rabbi Penner has much to offer.”

Another addition, a completely student -

initiated agenda, was night seder. Shonni
Mirvis, SCW 97, and Shapiro were the com-
pelling forces that created this program.
Night seder would take place twice a week
on Sunday and Tuesday nights from 8 p.m.
until 10 p.m. in the school Beit Midrash to
provide women with a scheduled time to
prepare for Gemorah, but would be open to
any woman who wanted to learn Torah dur-
ing those hours. A letter was sent to all the
Gemorah students informing them of this
change. The intention of night seder is to
“assist the students in finding zman kavua
in their schedules for learning” and to “im-
prove the overall atmosphere of the Beit
Midrash and talmud Torah in Stern,”said
Mirvis.

Shapiro was one of the main student
voices behind the change in the Gemorah
program. She initiated the meetings with the
faculty, spoke to the students and helped to
create the program that now exists. “I hope
that this will just be the first step, a prece-
dent for change in the Judaic Studies pro-
gram on a whole. The development and ad-
vancement of women’s leaning, that is hap-
pening today must be reflected at Stern Col-
lege. There is a great interest on behalf of
the students to adapt the class-oriented struc-
tureg of the Judaic Studies program,” said
Shapiro.

Rabbi Kahn helped facilitate the ad-
vances made in the schedule. “Gemorah re-
quires more than two days a week for any-
thing to be accomplished,” commented
Rabbi Kahn, With more time spent on learn-
ing, there will be more results. In his classes,
Rabbi Kahn places incredible emphasis on

skills and he feels that is important because
in order to carry on proper learning of
Gemorah, post-college women, as well as
all people, must be proficient in their read-
ing and understanding of the Gemnorah and
Rishonim. Therefore, Rabbi Kahn felt that
a four day a week scheduie would be a posi-
tive step, allowing for moré learning time
and more accomplishment.

Dean Bacon felt a desire to expand the
program in virtue of the fact that more hours
were necessary to learn properly. She was
anxious to do something, truly believing
there was much to be done. “If students are
prepared to undertake the studying we are
prepared to deliver them with the opportu-
nity,” said Dean Bacon. Working with other
faculty members, Dean Bacon came up with
the idea of having advanced Gemorah meet
four days a week. Based upon her advice
and with her approval, the new changes
promptly began in the Spring semester.

Rabbi Kanarfogel, as Dean of the Ju-
daic Studies department, also played an es-
sential role. He felt more time was required
for class and for preparation time. Gemorah
needs to be an “everyday experience,” ac-
cording to Rabbi Kanarfogel, in order for
the learning level to increase and to further
contact amongst the students and faculty.

Implementation of this change has re-
sulted in positive feedback from the stu-
dents. There is now more opportunity to
learn and to prepare. As Tzippy Russ, SCW
98 put it, “Having class everyday really
allows us to work through the sugya in a
way we weren't able to before.” The inten-
sity bas increased and the consistency has
been heightened. ©1 enjoy that the fact that
there is always more to do. Conceptual dis~

cussions on the Gemorah text and various
Rishonim are continuous and the whole pic-
ture becomes clearer sooner. We can do much
more in a shorter period of time which en-
hances our skills and overall knowledge of
the Gemorah itself. My mind is truly absorbed
and involved in the Gemorah during a greater
span of time,” said Devora Khayyat, SCW
'98, a member of the advanced Gemeorah
class.

But problems still exist. Rabbi Kahn does
not only teach Gemorah, he is also an instruc-
tor in halacha and with the additional day of
advanced Gemorah class he had to terminate
one of his three halacha courses. Moreover,
these changes have only taken place in the
advanced level. Coordination between the
various levels is still a problem because the
disparity between “advanced beginners” and
intermediate is still great. The intermediate
class is also upset that no changes have been
made to their level. “I think that it is wonder-
ful what has been done for the Gemorah pro-
gram, but this should only be a stepping stone
for the future of the whole program. It is a
problem that our class only meets twice a
week,” stated Shoshana Monderer, SCW 98,
amember of the intermediate Gemorah class.
Many students want the four day a week class
offered on their level. “I believe that if women
choose to learn Gemorah at an intense level
four days a week, it should be available to
them at any level,” said Nitzan Pelman, SCW
*98, also a student in the intermediate class.

“This is just the first step in enriching the
quality of the Judaic Studies program at Stern
and [ am excited about future innovations,”
commented Mirvis. Revisions recemtly made
to the way Gemorah is taught it SCW are the
onset of many changes that lie ahead.. :
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SCW Fencers Receiye Medals

in Individual Competition

By Cheryl Younger

SOW 'y fenving team shone at Stevens
tnstitute of Technology's annual individuat
tencing competition. In the event held on
Sundav. February 23, two SCW tencers were
awarded medals for their excellence. Rose
Eljas, of the foil squad. and Yedidah
Goldman, of the cpee squad. were the first
two Stem K s to win medals since the
teneing team s establishment last vear. They
both won sixth place medals. This regional
competition lasted three and a half hours and
tneluded YU, Bard College. and Stevens
Institute of Technology.

Most feneing competitions are scored
based on the team’s coltective performance
A match is won by obtaining five touches
on one’s opponent. During this individual
competition, how ey et team members fenced

well as mem-
as based both

agamst therr own teamma
bers of other teams. Scoring

on the total number of matches won and the
total number of ponts obtained. lo order to
be successtul in this competition. cach touch
on one's opponent was of extreme signifi-
cance. One could not afford to lose a match
by a significant number of points. as it af-
tected the total score accrued by that fencer

As the long tournament came to a close.
Josie Fusco, SCW's fencing coach. felt
“elated” with the team’s performance. “The
excellent outcome of this tournament.. with
Rose and Yedida each winning amedal...and
evervone performing so well. can only be
attributed to the hard work and perseverance

of these women,” said Fusco

For a schedule of upcoming tourna-
ments or information about joining the team.
please contact Abby Shapiro at 726-0148 or
Rose Eljas at J48-9359

Lady Macs vs.
Lehman College

By Shaindy Frenkel

hat the Lady Maes
ason so far, having

You could say
have had a tough
only recorded two wins in cleven games,
but they are anything but disappointed
Their game on the night of Wednesday.
February 12 against Lehman College may
be the reason why. No, the Lady Macs
did not win. but they played with a fot of
excitement and enthusiasm. Their energy
provided for over 20 steals and fast break
points, They were aggressive and there-
fore able to break their opponents’ full
court pressure. They were also success-
ful in getting to the free tr%ine and

converting on most of their attempts. [n the end,
the Lady Macs scored a respectable 49 points.
quite a ditference from the 31 points they scored
in a victory against SUNY Maritime on Febru-
ary 4th

Their second victory came against the
College of New Rochetle on January 26th. It
was a true nail biter, the Lady Macs winning
by a four point margin 49-45.
" The players who “lit it up” during Wedries-
day night’s game against Lehman were Sheila
Wainberg. who scored 24 points. Shana May,
who had 10 points, and crowd favorite Sandi
Bhagdadi, who contributed with seven points.

e

The Observer would like to
.~ thank the Department of
Facilities Managment and the
Student Life Committee for
their assisstance in moving the
Observer Room to its new
- location on the fourth floor of
| Brookdale Hall. The Observer
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