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Elections Reflect Apathy
Towards SCW Student Council

TAC Elections Show Fierce Competition

By Ayelet Grun

Throughout the day on April 2.
students filed into Koch auditorium to
vote tor the various leadership posi-
tions for the "97-'98 acaderic vear.
Ballots for the SCW, Ixecutive
Board. Class Boardsdnd TAC leader-
ship positions were distributed
SSSBSC elections were postponed
from April 2 to April 9

Positions for the TAC board were
highly competitive with two candidates
runping for President. seven for Viee
President, four for Treasurer and three
tor Seeretary. Foltowing a tie between
Nitzan Pelman and Mechal Weiss for
the position of TAC president, Weiss
emerged victorious in a second round
of voting held the following day. Yael
Schor, SCW 98, a ira_Genack,
SCW '98, won the j posftion of
TAC Vice Presidents, whife Alisa
Hirshaut, SCW "9, will assume the po-
sition of Treasurer. Tamar Wadler,
SCW 98, was elected Secretary of
TAC.

The SCWSC clection confirmed
Hannah Shonficld, SCW "98, as Stu-
dent Council President, Shira Hecht,
SCW *98. as Vice President, Nava Bak,
SCW *99, as Corresponding Secretary
and Jennie Weiss. SCW 99, as Trea-
surer. All candidates ran unopposed.
Sarah Golpariani, SCW 99, withdrew
her candidacy for Recording Secretary
the night before the elections. The po-
sition will be assumed by write-in can-

didate Gila Silbeger, SCW 99,

Despite the importance rendered to
Student Council positions, all candidates
running for the SCWSC Exccutive Board
ran unopposed. The only Class Board po-

tions will be filled by President April
Simon, Vice President Linda
Strauss, Treasurer Caroline Bitton
and Secretary Minam Grossman.

" Outgoing Freshman Class

Elizabeth Renna, SCW '99, votes as Ct ing Ce )

Chairwoman Naomi Storfer, SCW 99, looks on
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sitions contested were the Vice President
and Treasurer of the Junior class.

The elected Senior Class Board po-
sitions are as follows: President Elissa
Gross, Vice President Elana Weiss, Trea-
surer Danielle Victor, Secretary Leah
Hirshaut.

The Junior class clected President
Adina Loberfeld, Vice President Charna
Schwartz, Treasurer Shaindy Kahn and
Secretary Feigy Glicksman.

The Sophomore Class Board posi-

President Allison Witty suggested
that more students ran for TAC
rather than SCWSC because, “stu-
dents are more concerned with the
importance of Jewish lifc in SCW
than with academic life.” Current
TAC President Emily . Shapiro,
SCW 97, noted that “a lot of stu-
dents come to SCW because of the
type of activities TAC offers,” cre-
ating “a Jewish twist on a Univer-

Continued on page 10

SCW Student Council
Constitution Ratified

By Dassi Zeidel

The newly revised Stern College
for Women Student Council Constitu-
tion was voted upon and ratified by a
two thirds majority of students who
voted on April 2, in conjunction with
SCWSC and TAC elections. Before
casting their ballots, students were pro-
vided with a copy of the old Constitu-
tion and the proposed new one, with
the revisions highlighted.

The basic functions of the Con-
stitution serve to outline the election
procedure and the role of the Class and
Executive Boards. :

Last year a committee was set up
to make changes to the Constitution.
Revisions were made in the grammar
of the text, as well as the structure of
the student council and the roles of each
of its members.

The Constitution contained a pro-
vision to convene a committee every
year to amend the code of laws. Ac-
cording to Leebie Mallin, SCW '98, 3

member of last year’s Constitutional
Committee, the committee reviewed the
Constitution’s structure and set up an
amendment process. Should a problem
arise in the statute of laws, a student vote
would be held to decide the issue, thereby
abolishing the need to convene every year
if there are no corrections to be made.

There were several significant
changes in the newly ratified Constitu-
tion, The SCWSC President can now del-
egate supervision of various clubs to
whomever she deems appropriate,
whether it be someone on the Student
Council Executive Board or any other
member of the student body.

Hannah Shonfield, newly elected
SCWSC President fof the "97-°98 school
year, is the curvent Parliamentarian for the
'96-"97 academic year. As Parliamentar-
ian, it is her duty to “cxplains the Consti-
tution when necessary and makes sure it
is being upheld by the student council.”

The role of Parliamentarian was re-

defined in the new Constitution and
a new genre of responsibilities were
added to the position. The Parlia-
mentarian oversees SCWSC com-
mittces and helps delegatc the te-
sponsibilities of the Student Coun-
cil President. The position of Parlia-
mentarian is not an elected position,
but rather one appointed to this role
by the leaders of the Student Coun-
cil via an application process. As
Parliamentarian and Chairperson of
the Student Life Committee,
Shonfield was invited to Student
Council meetings and prepared the
Constitution for its ratification.
Many students had not even

been aware that a SCWSC Copsti- *

tution existed before they saw it on
the ballot at elections. One student
thought it would have been helpful
had each student been given & copy

Continued on page 7

By Observer Staff

The Exceutive Board of The Ohserver for the "97-79K
academic vear will be headed by current News kditor Leshe
CGiinsparg. Ginsparg will assume the position of Editor-in-Chicl.
and will be assisted by the new Executive Editor. Susan Jacobs.

Ginsparg, a junior from Chicago. is a History major. She
hopes to pursue a Master’s degree in Journalism afier gradu-
ating from SCW.

Asan intern at CNN America. Ginsparg has gamed hands-
on experience in the field of journalism. She hopes to apply
the skitls she has leamed at CNN with the expenence she has
gained as Assoctate News Editor and later News Editor of The

7Ohserver in fulfilling her role as Editor-in-Chief

“This year’s govemning board. under the leadership of
Racheli Felsman, did an excelient job. The Ghserver has come
a long way and I hope to continue and improve upon its suc-

said Ginsparg.

Jacobs. who is from Charleston, West Virgimia, ts cur-
rently a sophomore and has been an active writer for The
Observer since her freshman year. As Features Editor this
year. she is well known for the popular “20 Years Ago™ col-
umn and her in-depth profiles of members of the YL commu-
nity.

Jacobs is double majoring in Eoglish Communicauons
Joumalisny and Judaic Studies. Last vear. she was the first-
ptace winner of the American Jewish Committee Annual Col-
fege Essay Contest for her essay on the sination of Y iizhak
Rabin

“hope that the SCW student body will contribute to The
Observer so that it will truly represent their views." said Jacobs.
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Apathy Defined

tn the aunds of most Amencans, elections
usually conpure up the umage of hopetul candi-
Atsuch @ oe, im-

dates ficreely campaigiimg.
portant ssstes e nted, debated and discussed
Probably the most essentual past of clections,
ant to the clector-
A This powet s meaningless. though, when
The 1997 SCW Student

howeseros the power the

clecnons Tack chowe
Counail election isaease pomt Thevery small
number of students whom expressed nterest m

runniny for oftice 8 represeatatve o' a much

L problean which looms over nearhy eveny
facet of SCW Apathy

Webster's dictionan detinesapathy wlack
Snditference or fack of emonion ” the

ob mere
averape SCW student. however, needs oo deti-
nuion, she need only look 1 the nunrot

Where does this apathy come from and how
can we as 3 student body chminate 107 Many
explanations are given for this phenomenon It
s matained that SCW students are active ont-
side of college hite Students hav e religious. fam-
il and social responsibilines. SCW's lack of
campus, narrow academic opportunities and sec-
ond class status within the YU establishmentare

eecocvscccce

secssosce

also often sighted. Fach of these claims has truth
to 1, vet they are notyalid justtications. Students
w all colleges have outside responsibilities.
SCW s problems should serve as a stimulus, calt-
g us o acton, i oeder 1o fhht against such in-
pistrees Wy s this not the case? Why does the
e aetnve mmonty head evers club, comnut-
tee, and board” Why do student leaders have to
bey students to participate and why are events
otten caneeted due o lack of mterest”?

TIhe true source of SCW's apathy s none
other than SCW students. One van not blame
enternal forees tor something that one has the
power to curb. Apathy is not i the realm of the
wreparable. I every SCW student would ke an
wterest and get imvolved. then no such apathy
There are no shortages of ways 1o
parncipate. Furthermore, SCW is a small schoot
composed of a fairly homogeneous student body:
aperfect environment for activity. SCW students
are destined to be the leaders of the Orthodox Jew-
ish community. 1f the current state of apathy does
not change, the future of the Orthodox Jewish
community is gim indeed.

would exist

sensene

Second Class Students

Tuesday March IR was a festive night at
SCW. The elephants and other members of the
Bamum and Bailey circus made their annual pro-
10n down 3dth street. The Oftice of Student
*s celebration by pro-
viding refreshments from Dougies and beverages.
This was much appreciated and the OSS deserves
the pratitude of SCW students.

One can not help recalling, however, thata
similar program took place at YC many months
ago. The guestion then arises why it took so long

-
./ eessescsccsssece

1o surface at SCW. An even more pressing ques-
tion is why is it that nearly all innovative programs
start at YC and are only much later, if at all,
brought to SCW. SCW's Campus Conversations,
aspin off of YC's Dorm Talks, is another example
of this ph on. SCW is a distinguished di-
vision of YU and deserves to be treated as such.
We, at SCW, are still waiting for the day when a
SCW initiated event is adopted uptown. Until such
a day, SCW can have no more than second class
status within the YU community

Opinion

By Leebie Mallin

“Reform and Conservative are not Judaism
at all.” I was understandably disturbed. Such a
statement clearly violates the halachik view that
the offspring vf a Jewish woman is indeed Jew-
ish. As | leamed more about the intent surround-
g the above statement. however, my dismay
slightly faded. After all. the Union of Orthodox
Rabbis did not mean 10 imply that Conservative
and Reform Jews are not Jews, but rather it was
a rebuke of the failure of these movements to
adhere to halacha. Though it was not conveved
through the proper medium or in an appropriate
way, how could an observant Jew disagree with
the message? It was not until | overheard com-
ments made by a Conservative Jew in response
to the above statement that [ realized how very
provincial my view was.

Living in the isolated bubble of YU, itis far
100 easy to forget that the most contentious Jew-

ish issues are not women's Megillah reading and
whose kashrut is most reliable. These disagree-
ments, premised on the acceptance of Torah law,
are outside the realm of the majority of world
Jewry. The Orthodox community must be sensi-
tive to this fact. Even though we are not the
spokespersons for an Orthodox organization, our
words and actions have repercussions. By virtue
of the fact that we are Orthodox Jews, there are
effects which result from our behavior.

Ata time in which Jewish unity is in disar-
ray. it behooves each and every one of us to do
our up most to foster camaraderie by concentrat-
ing on issues of agreement. If we are ever to
achieve the achdut yisrael that we all hope and
pray for, the entire spectrum of Orthodox Juda-
ism must do so. As the saying goes, no one ever
became frum as a result of having stones thrown
at him or her.

Dear Editor: .

Last month ten Israelis were killed by Arab
terror. Seven schoolgirls were killed by a Jorda-
nian soldier on the "Island of Peace.” and three
civilian women were killed in the suicide bomb-
ng of the Apropos cafe in Tel-Aviv by 3 Hamas
suicide bomber. 1t 1s not surprising that the en-
emies of the Jewish state seek to kill and maim
mnrocent Jews: 1l is surprising that the Stern stu-
dent body seems oblivious to these recent devel-
vpments in lsrael. In fact. if one were to read
this year's Observer ten years from now in order

to research the views and opinions of Stem stu- -

dents. one would be convinced that their main
concerns were the food, elevators and left-handed
" desks

Although it 1s notvividly apparent in recent
ssues, student activism is & long held Stern tra-
dition. In the May 29, 1970-edition of the Ob-
server, the main headhne was "Protesters Cop-
demn UN Silence: School Bus Attack Victims
Moumed " [nthe May 21, 1976-edition the main
headline was "Thousands Demonstrate on Soli-
darity Day.” Other major headlines have been
about a conference on Soviet Jewry (March 25.

1976), Rabbi Weiss' week-long hunger strike on
behalf of Natan Scharansky (November 11, 1982),
and a nuclear arms symposium (April 8, 1987).
Historically, opinions in Stern have been anything
but provincial

It is disappointing that the Stern student body
no longer lives up to the legacy left by past stu-
dents. There is no dearth of issues that ought to
be discussed in a college newspaper. Some cur-
rent events that could have been discussed are
Hebron, the Nation of Jsfam march, the results of
the Nelson trial, and-the recent terrorism in Israel,
On the home front, issues to be explored could be
the role of a Stemn student as a woman and a Tra-
ditional Jew, the deplorable state of Faculty Sala-
ries and lack of adequate athietic facilities in com-
parison to other colleges of the same size. The
former issues affect the student body as Jews and
as members of the larger’community, the lafter as
members of the Yeshiva Univegsity community.
1t is unreasonable not to have coverage of these
issues in The Observer.

Miriam Gloger

SCW 2000
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Letter to the Editor

LA R NN RN

Dear Editor /

Alan Epstein asserts (letter to the editor, Feb.

27 issue) that one of the greatest desecrations of
G-d's Name is the conspicuous non-observance of
many Jews, and that many of these Jews aren't
ignorant of what viddishkeit (especially in the big-
ger cities) is all about, and are therefore fully ac-
countable for their violations of Jewish Law. [
would like to argue two of the main points implied
above. Firstly, Fhave leamned from interacting with
many Jews as a former Manhattan public school
student and president of my high school's Jewish
Culture Club, that most of today's (young, New
York City) Jewry have /ittle or no understanding
of what the Torah observant lifestyle is about; and
frequently their little knowledge is tainted by ste-
reotypes and misconceptions. (Although { don't
have the data, 1 venture to guess, based on my
experience, that many Jewish kids have NO Jew-
ish education--not even rudimentary education up
to bar/bat mitzvah age, as Mr. Epstein suggests
they have.) Secondly, it seems that Mr. Epstein
made his declarations without fully irvestigating
their truth. Such actions imply that we may criti-
cize the supposed stance of other Jews without
finding out what their stance actually is and trying
to understand why these Jews approach Judaism
the way they do.

Many non-Orthodox Jews (especially the
unaffiliated) do not claim to represent G-d or a
Divine Will. Therefore, their non-observance does
not come close to being as dire a chillul Hashem
{desecration of G-d's Name) as does immoral or
insensitive acts by Orthodox Jews who make it
known that they are representing Torah and G-
dliness. Unfortunately, many Orthodox Jews are
responsibie for one of the greatest chillulei Hashem
that exists today: quickness to judge and failure
or hesitancy to listen-to and empathize with those
Jews--even within our own community!--who see
things differently than we do. Even if we as Or-
thodox Jews may disagree with the beliefs of our
secular brothers and sisters, ofien we are stil! able
to validate their perspectives based upon where
they are coming from.

T am not advocating agreement or passivity
of the Torah community in regards to any value
the secular culture decides to espouse--but dis-
agreement MUST occur in an educated and open

@osevncssocvscssnsssesnes

environment, where each side listens to the other-
-and, most importantly, where each side attempts
to understand where the other is coming from
and why they believe what they do. To fulfill
QUR part in not desecrating G-d's Name, we
must disagree without hostility.

1reject a common viewpoint held by many
Orthodox Jews that our purpose is to "make as
many Jews as possible 'frum (observant)". To
be sure, the kiruv (outreach) movement should
only grow in its vitality. However, sometimes
such a viewpoint leads people who espouse it to
accomplish the exact opposite--it may repel those
who are not receptive to kiruv efforts. A great
number of Jews don't like to be told that they
are wrong, Orthodox Jews are right, and that their
souls must be saved. Perhaps some Orthodox
Jews tend to be too concerned with showing thai
they cannot tolerate opinions antithetical to To-
rah and not sensitive enough to the fact that many
Jews will disagree-with the “"absolutes" of the
Torah position no matter what approach Ortho-
dox Jews may use to educate them. Under these
circumstances, we must exercise special caution
not to put down these Jews' viewpoints. Per-
baps then they can say, "I know those Jews dis-
agree with me, but they sure are respectful and
open-minded. [ admire them." For those people
who cannot accept this as an end in itself (or at
least a temporary end for the duration of the gafur
[exile]), consider the message that these people
would pass on to their children regarding To-
rah-observant Jews. It is conceivable that these
messages would be far more positive than what
is now the case--and might make Torah obser-
vance among the childrens’ generation more
likely than would be otherwise.

Let's leave it to G-d to institute universal
Jewish Torah observance (and universal Gen-
tile Noachite-Laws observance) when He sees
it fit to bring Moshiach. For now, we must ac-
knowledge our less-than-utopian world and do
our best to sanctify G-d's name through our re-
spectful interactions and non-hostile disagree-
ments with others who do not see Torah as Truth,
and even (especially) with those who do.

Deborah Roth

SCW 98
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It ts hard i believe that the end of the yeur
is tapidly approaching, and that this is my Jast
time writing in 7he Ohserver. Yhe next issue
will be put wgetber by the incoming stalf for
the 1997-98 schoot year. § wish them the best
of luck!

It seems Tike just yesterday when T was
writing about how strange 1t was to be a se-
nior. Now, T am writing about how strange il
15 1o be graduating,

As 1his issuc comes out, Pesach will be
upon us. As | think about the Pesach story, |
feel the need to make a correlation between
yiizias mitzriam and, what else, graduation.

When B ‘nei Yisrvel le@ mitzraim, they did
not know what to expect or where they were
going. They could only rejeice at their new
found fieedom which Hashem gave them. They
had been in mirzraim so long that being free
was an entirely new concept for them to grasp.

As we seniors graduate, we are in atmost
the same predicament. For the last 16 years or
50 of our lives, we have been in school. We
have not had to fully experience the outside
world and have been heltered in our

From the Executive Editor

the vam Suf tor B'net Yisroel, they immedi-
ately rose up in praise of the miracle that had
just oceurred. They were shuwing their appre-
ctation and gratitude for what Hashem did for
them.

We can learn an incredible lesson from
B et Yisroel They saw the good that Hashem
did, and immediately recognized it. Hacaras
Hatov is a midda we should all possess.

1 can only speak for myself, but as a

classrooms. It is now time for us to go out, not
knowing what to expect or where we are go-
ing. Sure, we may know in the short term where
we will be next year, etc., but what happens
after that? I can honestly hope that we won't
be wandering around in the midbar too long.

There is another aspect of the Pesach story
that must not be ignored. After Hashem split

semior, | owe an incredible amount
of gratitude to our school. I had an unforget-
table experience at SCW, and for that I thank
everyone involved.

Finally, I would just like to thank the staff
of The Observer for making our year so suc-
cessful. It has been a year that [ will never for-
get.

Andrea Snyder

B thies same calumn publshed e tir
1ssue of Jhe Observer atthe beginmag of the
acadernic year, T exontedly wrote about “the
abundance of optimisiie fechngs” that wel-
comed me in Septernber,ind the changing st
tudes which ©felt were a relleciion of the end
of the old era of apathy among SCW students
Over seven months have passed since those

words were written. The spring semester is com-

ing to an end, and as | review my last issue as
Editor of The Observer, I can’t help thinking
about whether my assessment was correct
This year 1 saw a student council who
worked extremely hard at meeting the needs of
our students, and who went beyond simple
needs to try and make the school year a little
less stressful and more fun. Yet when the time
came to continue the legacy, every member of
next year's Executive Board ran uncontested

From the Editor's Desk

Fhat faut m newa duminhe . the gaalifica-
Dot ar capabiigies of the inconmy student
counerl However [ oan non help wondening

why there v so linle student imterest i these
positions. Was ey averly optirmistie about
thischool vear” £ pon reviewing the happea-
ngs of the past two semesters, 1 couldn’t have
been totally incorrect | would love to simply
blamne the past clections on “spring fever.” but
one question sull persists Areowe reserting
biack ta the old apaths which SO his been
plagucd with for ~o many years”

Phe fieree
T TAC
Hourd confuses the situation further, and leads

There are no casy answers

competition for positions on next ye;

me hack o my original concluston that al-
though the SCWSE clections reflect apathy
amony our student body, there 1s still a glim-
mer of hope that thes instance will remain an
exception

Pwillend with the same words that { wrote
tn that first issue which scems to have been writ-
ten so long ago-"Maybe the cup 1s ha!f fult afier
all™ Although | say it a bit more bitterly right
now. | can only hope that as the new school
year rolls around next September, we will all
be reenergized and will once again be ready
and willing to fill that cup “all the way to the
top.”

Racheli Felsman

Dear Fellow Students,

As the year comes to a close. several con-
tradictory feelings permeate my being: I am
sad to Jet go of my many years at Stern, but
ready to move on with my life; [ am sad to see
my term as SCWSC President end, but happy
and confident to be leaving my office, as well
as all SCWSC positions, in good hands. It has
been a positive year and with that in mind, I
wonuld like to thank many of those who made
this year what 1 deem to be a huge success.

Thank you Emily B., Chana, Rachel, and
Laurie for EVERYTHING (in the unlimited
sense of the word)--You’re the greatest!
Thanks to the class boards, club presidents,
committee, publication, and honor society
heads for your activity. A special thanks to
Leebie Mallin, Hannah Shonfield, Racheli
Felsman, and Andrea Snyder.

I would also like to thank all of those at
SCW who contributed greatly to SCWSC and
SCW, although mostly in the form of anonym-
ity: Thank you Mrs, Braun, Dean Nulman,

From the
SCWSC
President:

Dean Himber, and the Office Student Services
for your support, encouragement, help and in-
valuable advice.

Thank you Dean Bacon and the Office of
the Dean for discussing student and schooiwide
concerns with an open mind, as well as your
readiness to react.

Thank you Sam Mandelbaum, Mr. Singer
and the Offices of Facilities Management and
Food Services for all that you do in your in-
imitable and accommodating way.

Most importantly, I thank you the students
for your advice, suggestions, feedback and sup-
port!

May next year be an even better one for
all those remaining at SCW and much hatzlacha
to the graduates in whatever path you choose!

Sincerely,
Tami Finkelstein
SCWSC President

From the
TAC
President:

Dear Students.

It seems as if | just wrote my first wel-
coming letter to the student body. [ can’t be-
lieve that it is already time to goodbye. It is
encouraging that  still feel much of the same
enthusiasm and energy that [ did when [ wrote
that first letter. The momentum of student
activity and participation has not slowed down
even in these last month of the school year.
The events surrounding Purim and Pesach
have been more spirited and creative than ever.
We plan on continuing this pattern right until
graduation.

I must take this opportunity to thank this
year's TAC board--Nitzan, Chani, Deneira
and Rivka. There is no way that TAC could
have been so productive without their constant
dedication and assistance. They deserve tre-
mendous thanks for the time and effort they
contributed throughout the year. [ would also
like to thank each and every TAC committee
head. The committees are the main structure
of TAC and each one contributed to our over-

all success. Finally, T must thank my fellow
presidents, Tami Finkelstein and Michelle
Stein. [t was a pleasure working and creating
with both of them.

The TAC elections reflected an exciting
culmination to the year. There were talented
and qualified students running for all positions.
Congratulations Mechal, Yael, Shira. Tamar
and Alisa! | am confident in the potential that
the incoming board has 10 continue what we
have started. and grow above and beyond! [
hope that all students will consider ways in
which they can contribute to and benefit from
TAC next year.

To the graduates--Mazel Tov and
Hatzlacha next year and in the years to come.
ook forward to seeing vou all at Senior Din-
ner and Graduation!

Sincerely,
Emily J. Shapiro
TAC President

Senior Awards

Congratulations to the Tollowing

Prot

Nathanrel Remes

Taduie Studies Professor - Rabbi Kanarfogel
Scevubar Profossor - Dr. Fried

srofessors and students who wilf be recipients ol this sear’s Senior \war

cimorial Award for service rendered o the school. character and personatite - Bebra Biclor

Ghite Siern \ward for character and commitment to the Jewish community - Tami Finkebstein

Fisa Wachie

Ranie Kertzner NMemortal \ward for Stron

amnrtment to chesed and Jewishid
b that was characteristic of Rumie - N

nuty. and tor demonst
anic Arum

1N Temorial werd tor character and service - Emily B, Shapiro

1 the same
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with one heart

amd mtent

to the tuture of our people

S

A fews throughout the world prepare for Passover we bearin mind
the stanza trom the Haggadah “Had He brought us before Mount
Siman bt ot given us the Torah, dayyom
The experience of Smar even without the revelanon would have been
enough. because a1 that precious moment 1 our millenmal history we

were, as the Sages put 1t “hke one person wath one heart”

That lesson i not Jost upon s So- while there are protound
theologcal ditterences between Orthodow. i all ie vanoas
mamtestations and sub-gnwps. and the non-Orthodox rehgious
movements we are all part of the one Jewnh people “Like one person,

Hence am assertion that non Orthodox lews are pat to be
comdered s lews wonotoniv fale but indelensible in both content

Orthodes fudaem athims that Tovaly o Torah and the Halakha
Leptesenis the sole authentic expression of the sacred Jewrsh tradition
i does not however 1 any way impugn the integnity of non
Orthodon lews 1 no wav questions the genuneness of the spintual
warching of those who wineerely are working their way inte tudaism
and have come 1o condluvons that may not be m consonance with
Ohrthodos teachings 1t im no way denres the democratic and human
ights of amv fews to wonship or not worship as they please Ata ume
of wholesale detection trom Tudasm including converion to other
tathe there are more important tasks for lewish leadership than an
inrection of divisiveness into the dialogue amongst concerned lews as

lews should avord unnccessary and unhelphul distractions: And the
lewnh community should not attnbute to Orthodox fewry as a whole
unwelcome and unwholesome thetonc by a tunge group

Mav this Passover msprre us to fulbilb our Jewish potential “like one
person with one heart -—all vear long

it would have suthced us 7

Nopnan Lamm
President. Yeshiva University

Campus Conversations:
‘A Discussion on Cloning

By Esther S, Finkle

Ctomng. a topic which has appeared fre-
quently in the news over the past few months.
was the subject of the second forum in the newly
nstituted SCW series, Campus Conversations. On
Monday. April. 7. Rabbi Moshe Tendler spoke
1o the SCW student body on the issue of cloning.
and its halachic ramifications.

The program, Campus Conversations. was
first initiated last semester. when students ex-
pressed the desire to hear Rabbi Dr. Lamm. the
president of YU. addressing the women on issues
deemed pertinent to their lives. This forum was
facilitated as an equivalent to Dorm Taiks, which
are conducted regularly with YC students uptown.
The first Campus Conversations was held on
Wednesday. Decernber 18, 1996, when President
Lamm addressed the student body on the subject
of dating and marriage. The success of the event
warranted its continuation, and on April 7, at 8
p.m., the second Campus Conversations took
place in Koch Auditorium.

For some time, women had cxpressed inter-
estin hosting Rabbi Tendler as a speaker at SCW.
Rabbi Tendler is currently the Rosh Yeshiva of
RIETS. as well as a professor of medical ethics
and biology. “It was a beneficial experience to
notonly have a Rosh Yeshiva speak on this topic,
but one who is knowledgeable in the field of bi-
ology as well,” stated Michelle Segall, SCW *97

When TAC President Emily J. Shapiro
spoke with Rabbi Tendler to arrange the program,
he suggested cloning rather than other medical
ethics issues that are his object of study. The is-
sue of cloning is one that has been in the fore-
front of the media. and has sparked a fult spec-
trum of reactions throughout the scientific com-
munity. The lecture was geared to give students

Declaration
Condemned by
Orthodox Community

By Lestie Ginsparg

Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, President of

Yeshiva University, was one of the many repre-
sentatives of the orthodox community to criti-
cize a declaration put torth by The Union of
Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canadg
{Agudath HaRabonim) which denounced Re-
form and Conservative Judaism. The eight-part
declaration was issued ata press conference hetd
at the New York Hilton on March 31. The
organization's statement was tied to the contro-
versy in Israel over “Who 15 a Je and a bill
outlawing Reform and Conservative conversions
performed in [srael. The orpanization was dis-
tressed by the pressure that Reform and Conser-
vative leaders were putting on the Knesset to
1eCORMIZE their conversions. .

The Union of Orthodox Rabbis, while the
oldest Orthodox Rabbinic Organization in North
Amenca. founded in 1902, only represents a
small percentage of Orthodox Jews. The Union
represents approximately 600 Onh:ed?.&abbis.

The declaration, which has beefi criticized
by both Orthodox and Reform Rabbis alike,
stated that “Reform and Conservative are not
Judaism at all. Their adherents are Jews, accord-
ing to the Jewish Law, but their religion is not
Judaism.” The statement continues with eight
provisions further explaining the organization’s
position. “There is only one Judaism: Torah Ju-
daism. The Reform and Conservative are not
Judaism at all, but anather religion.” While the
Union referred to their statement as “A Historic
Declaration,” they stated that it is not a new de-
cision, but “as old as Sinai.” The Union further
criticized the Reform and Conservative-move-
ments for condoning interfaith marriages and)hm
mosexuality. J

The Union then stated that after leading gen-
crations of American Jews “towards assimilation
and intermarriage, they [Reform and Conserva-
tive movements] now attempt to export their alien
Ideology to Israel.” Alluding to the aforemen-
tioned bill, the Union stressed the importance of
supporting the Israeli government in their “re-
fusal to change the status qud regarding the ex-
clusive Orthodox Rabbinic authority. Even non-
orthodox political leaders recognized that unless

[

Rabbi Moshe Tendler

a greater understanding of this complex issue in
addition to a Halachic response.

" The cloning issue emerged at the end of
February, 1997 when the Roslin Institute’s Dr.
lan Wilmut cloned a sheep, Dolly, from a single
mammary cell taken from an adult sheep. The
technology pioneered )at/(f?e Scottish institute,
which allowed for laboratory reproduction, raised
many questions and reactions. As this was the first
higher life form to be cloned, the possibilities and
consequences of cloning humarns were discussed.

For the women of Stern College, and the
greater Orthodox Jewish community, one of the
_biggest challenges was how Yo approach the is~
sue through a Torah perspective. “When a break-
through in the scientific world happens, you won-
der how it is going to be handled by Hafacha,”

said Aviva Katz, SCW '98,

Continued on page 10

Jewish rel family law remains under the
authority of the sole Rabbinate, the Jewish na-
tion would be hopelessly divided.”

The Union quoted well-known Rabbis who
they believed supported their position, includ-
ing Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, who was a
Rosh Yeshiva at YU and was considered to be
the intellectual and guiding force of YU and
REITS for decades. Rabbi Soloveitchik was

quoted as saying, “The Karaites of the Geonic
period were closer to Judatsm than are the Reform
of our time.”

The Union urged members of the Reform and
Conservative movements to withdraw their affili-
ation and attend Orthodox synagogues. “We hope
they will join an Orthodox synagogue where they
will be warmly welcomed,” said Rabbi Hersch
Ginsberg, acting chairman of the Union of Ortho-
dox Rabbis. They also advised Reform and Con-
servative Jews that in order to insure that their
chitdren and grandchildren remain Jewish, *Make
certain, then, to be guided, by an Orthodox Rabbi
in ali areas of marriage, divorce, conversion, etc.”

The Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions, which represents the Reform movement,
criticized the Union of Orthodox Rabbis’ state-
ment. Rabbi Enic H. Yoffie, president of the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations, called the
declaration “sad and pathetic.” He stated, “Our
legitimacy flows from the richness of our Jewish
lives, the strength of our communities and syna-
gogues, and our own deep commitment to G-d,
Torah and Israel.” Yoffie also said that this state-
ment itlustrates the problems caused by the reli-
gious dominance granted to Orthodox rabbis in
Israel. “This only strengthens our resolve to fight
for recognition in the Jewish state.”

Rabbi Dr. Lamm, in a statement entitled
"Dayyenu" which appeared in The New York
Times on Friday, Apnl 11, stated that, “Any as-
sertion that non-Orthodox Jews arc not to be con-
sidered as Jews is not only faise but indefensible
in both content and intent. Orthodox Judaism af-
firms that loyalty to Torah and the Halakha repre-
sents the sole authentic expression of the sacred
Jewish tradition. [t does not, however, in any way
impugn the integrity of non-Orthodox Jews.”
Lamm referred to the Union of Orthodox Rabbis
as a “fringe group.”

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congrega-
tions of America (OU), which should not be con-
fused with the organization which issued the dec-
laration, and The Rabbinical Council of America
(RCA) also repudiated the declaration. They said
that the declaration “does not reflect the sentiments
of mainstream Orthodox Jewish thought, since it
implies the disenfranchisement of Jews as Jews.”

Rabbi Avi Weiss, Assistant Professor of Ju-
daic Studies at SCW, stated that, “what is unusual
is not the statement. Jewish History is full of such
fragmentation.” Rabbi Weiss cited the disputes
between the Rabbinic community and groups such
as the Karaites and the Maskilim as examples. He
found it unusual that, “The RCA and the OU,

Continued on page 9

pinion

Women and Judaism

By Yehudit Robinson

Along with two other students, I repre-
sented Stemn College for Women at the First
Annual Conference on Women and Judaism.
Hosted from March 27-30 at Yale University, 1
experienced one of the best weekends of my
life. 1 joined nearly 300 Jewish women from
over 50 colleges and universities across the
United States and Canada. Unlike similar
events | have attended, this weekend was an
unmitigated celebration--a celebration of our
identities as Jewish women

While maintaining our individual identi-
ties, ingly we ded de inati
alism; we blurred the boundaries that tradition-
ally separate and that we use to separate us. We
spoke, prayed, ate, danced and sang together.
We explored the impact of our differing levels

I

of involvement in Judaism and women’s issues in
our lives, We were respectful in our evaluations
of the many speakers who addressed us éven as
we disagreed with some of their premises. Per-
haps this harmony was possible specifically be-
cause we did not atterpt to deride any sector of
Judaism.

Being with a group of women who were so
enthusiastic about being Jewish certainly inspired
me. [ left with an enhanced feeling of ghavat

- yisrael, mutual love for my fellow Jew. Ialso left

with increased pride of my femininity. Finally, I
left hoping we would meet again, channeling the
inspiration we had created this weekend, to create
acommunity that would harmonize Jewish cbser-
vance and our involvement with womens’ issues.
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Elephant Extravaganza

By Esther 8. Finkle

As the pressure of midierm examinatons was
loonung over the student body, much effort was
made in order to energize the students and eny

e
theny in the Purim spint

On Tuesday, March 18, SCW hosted a Purim
party in honor of the amual midnight ek of the
Bamum and Barley Cireas elephants down 34l
St
Square Garden, the location of the circus. Ina joint
effort of the Office of Student Services and SCWSC
1o arrange an event for Purim, and subsequently
atleviate midterm tension, a party was orchestrated

1.t their temporary residence in Madison

surrounding the arrival of the elephants

The entire event, which was conceived of the
night before, was organized that Tuesday afternoon,
just hours before the animals were expected to ar-
rive. The parade of elephants was to serve as the
entertainment and the other essential that was nec-
essary for the party was food. That afternoon,
Dougie’s was contacted to supply refreshments for
a couple hundred people, and they responded by
having food prepared for the 12 a.m. kickoff. Many
students, upon hearing about the event, assumed
that it was part of Adar shtick. However, signs that
were posted around the school informed students
that the party was not a joke. This was understood
when students began to line up outside the Blue

— e
Zebras parade down 34th Street on
their way to Madison Square Garden

Lounge, the scene of the party, minutes prior to
midnight when the event was scheduled to com-
mence.

Shulamis funi, SCW 97, who came for the
affair stated, “It’s a great excuse to get out and
party at | am.!” Students crowded into the
lounge, and filled their plates with Dougie’s
Buffato Wings and Sweet Potato Chips. “It was
incredible to see so many students together at
such an amazing event that the university pro-
vided for us,” stated Aniella Rosman, SCW '99

Women positioned themselves in any

avalable corner. aned the overllow crowd miade
s way outside Tnospre of the Lite hoar, Mre
Zeldi Brausn, Assistant Dean of Students

Delped otpanizas e event, mdy i pucst appca

who

and i

Ance 1o ohsers e he suceess of the
e the fun along with the students
Phe clephams were scheduled o armse he
tween 12 and ). As they bugan approaching
around 1230 students filed o of Brookdal
on o the sidewalks of 34th street to cheer for the

and

oncoming procession. The women packed them
selves along both sides of the street, and others
cheered and clapped from the windows of their
FOUMS.

Caron Wolf, SCW
spectacle from her 2nd floor window, exclaimed,
“I never imagined such lively school spirit, the
unity was amazing and it was a lot of fun to see
something so rare in New York City.”

The Bamum and Bailey elephants have been
traveling this route for 127 years, since the be-
ginning of the circus. The elephants do not trave]
in this manner for publicity, but simply because
it is the most efficient way to get them to their
living quarters for the duration of the circus in a
particular city. Before arriving at 34th Street, the
animals were left off at the Lony Island Train

*99, who admired the

Yird, whene ties then procesded thro g the
Queens Mudtoss Tunnch Eope 2 othe tar
neb thes contmned o 23t S

Squease Cardens Fho o ihe

NOURURESITRIDNTEN

Sl e Cront

g HOm Vi i

sttt abter ther finad Fork appearance on
Aprsl 6 This year™s entonrape mcluded 16 ¢l
ephants, 3 af alich were cabie o Other ammals
10 the procession nchuded porse s her ey cam

chs und zebriay

SCW swdents waved and cheered for the
amnials well afier they passed into the distance
Several students began singing and carrying over
the spirst from the Purnim Chagiga that took place
afew hours prior. Twao students, Pesha Secunda
SCW 9%, and Michal Werblowsky, SCW 9%,
who were dressed in gray elephant costumes since
the Chagiga, accompanied the elephants al} the
way down to the Gardens. Their actions made
them the subject of several photograph opportu-
nities and inte: s “Tewas totally OOC fout of
vontrol).” said Secunda. Shortly after | am.. the
celebrations came to a close. and hngening stu-
denis made their way back 1o their apariments and
domm rooms,

Student
Locked
in
School

By Leslie Ginsparg

Adena Saltzman, SCW "98, found herself very
surprised when she tried to leave the Midtown Cen-
terat 1:15 a.m. on Sunday, February 23. The lobby
lights were off and the security guards, who are
normally stationed at the entrance to the building,
had already left.

The Midtown center closes at [ a.m. on week-
nights. Before locking the building, security guards
check all floors to determine that there are no stu-
dents on the premises

Douatd Sommers, Chief of Security, said that
the jncident involving Saltzman was a mistake and
he has advised secunty officers to use more cau-
tion when closing the building.

Saltzman had been learning by herself in the
sixth floor Beit Midrash. When no guards arrived
to locks the doors at 1 a.m., Saltzman assumed they
were just running late and took advantage of the
time to finish up what she was doing. At 1:15, she
left the Beit Midrash and proceeded downstairs to
the lobby. When she found the lobby dark and
empty, she tried to leave the building. Finding the
first set of doors locked, Saltzman exited by push-
ing the latch on the doors. The second set of doors,
which lead to the outside, were also locked. But as
they do not have a latch, Saltzman was unable to
get through those doors. She tried to reenter the
building, but the first set of doors locked behind
her.

Salizman remained in the area between the
two sets of door until 5:30 that morning, when the
school building was opened for the day. While the
area was well lit, it was not heated.

Sommers stated that the security guards acci-
dentally missed the sixth floor that night. While he
has instructed the guards to be more careful, he also
stressed that students need to cooperate with build-
ing closing times.

To insure that similar incidents wili not occur
in the future, Sommers ordered that an emergency
phone be installed in the area between the two sets
of doors. The phone will enable students to con-
tact security guards stationed in Brookdale Hall.

Saltzman has been good natured about the
whole experience. “People make mistakes. They
didn’t do it intentionally. Thank G-d | was fine.”

SCW Holds First Annual Honor

By Yehudit Robinson

During Club Hour on April 2, Dean Karen
Bacon and SCWSC President Tami Finkelstein,
SCW 97, presided over the First Annual Hon-

medical/pre-dental honor society. Prospective
members of this nationally recognized society
were required to submit an application with rec-
ommendations and to mdintam & mmi-
mum G.PA of 3.3

Younger explained that the SCW
ED. now in its second vear
of existence, has expanded its presence
“This year we've had a lotof wonderful
programs. including “Shadow a Doctor™
Program.
speakers. und we have membership
she said.

“Itis an honor to be inducted into o
prestigious society such as this. and we
are very appreciative of Deans Bacon and
Orhian as well as members of the faculty

a convention. and vanous

(I-r) SCWSC President Tami kaelstem
Dean Karen Bacon, Michal Rotblat, Naomi
Gordan, Cheryl Younger and Mor Reis

for attending our induction,” said AED
member Rhonda Forest, SCW "99.

Mor Reis. SCW °97, President of the
English Honors Society. was next to in-

ors Societies Induction. In the presence of fac-
ulty and fellow students, members of Alpha
Epsilon Delta Society, The English Honors
Society, Pst Chi Society and Sigma Delta Rho
Society received formal recognition for their
academic excellence. The ceremony included
short presentations by the respective club presi-
dents followed by the individual presentation
of membership certificates to each society mem-
ber. A reception and group photographs con-
cluded the event.

Finkelstein, who is responsible for the in-
ception of this formal recognition of academic
achievement, introduced the program. She ex-
pressed her satisfaction in the recently instituted
changes formalizing SCW's honor societies
Alpha Epsilon Delta is now affiliated with a na-
tional society, and Psi Chi is in the process of
joining the national chapter. There is a formal
application process for prospective members of
each of the four societies, and each group now
has a faculty advisor. In a later interview,
Finkelstein said, “This is a distinction that
should be awarded and acknowledged. G-d will-
ing, this event is the first of many more, which
can only be bigger and better.”

SCW Dean Karen Bacon next gave open-
ing remarks. She noted her excitement in rec-
ognizing outstanding students, hoping they will
all continue to grow and become leaders. Ba-
con later noted, “One success inspires another.
1 think public recognition will inspire people to
join existing societies, and to form others.”

Cheryl Younger, SCW 98, President of
Alpha Epsilon Delta Society, was the first hon-
ors society representative to speak. She pre-
sented certificates to the 18 members of the pre-

duct members. They were all either English or
English Communications majors or minors, have
aminimum G P A. of 3.3, and have submitted an
application including faculty recommendations
and an essay

Reis explained that the English Honors So-
ciety, in its first year of existence at SCW, has
been fairly active. The society has sponsored a
Movie Night featuring “Much Ado About Noth-
ing," a trip to the Broadway show "Miss Saigon.”

Society Induction

a Shabbaton w ith guest speuker Professor Peninah
Schramm and « Suturday nrght tip o Hackers.
Hitters.and Hoops Inaddinon. thes are presentls
SPONSOTING & WHLNE Contest sitvresivd studernits
can submt picces t i Oftice of Student Ser-
vices Those secking more information about the
soviets can visittherr eighth Noar cun board

Naomi Y. Gorden, SCW 970 Pas Chi presi-
dent immated mempers into this rationa!

ognized undergradinre Psychulog, 3
Allmembers off
the society were aceepted on the basis ot ther
applivations and maintaining & minimum major
GPALof 36, Gordon fater noted that member-
ship i this society is “a greatthing to huve when

celebrating s first year at SCW

apphying o grad school ™

Michal Rothlat, SCW 97 President of
Sigma Delta Rho. read the names of the 235 stu-
dents who had been accepted to this Science re-
search society, open to all biology majors with a
minimum G.P.A, of 3.2, The soctety recent'y co-
hosted a Shabbaton and plans to publish research
abstracts in the Sigma Delta Rho Journal

A variety of faculty members attended the
event to show their support for the students. Lisa
Aaronson, secretarny 1o Rabbi Kanarfogel, Chair-
man of the Rebecca Ivry Department of Judaic
Studies, commented. I thought it was very
nice...this is the firsttime there's been g
10 honor the people who gotinto [the societies].”
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Pre-Purim Party at
Stern -

By Miriam C. Grossman
Although 20 was an the middie of
nadterm sedson, cronds of SCW stu-
dents came 1o dnnk and dance at the
pre-Punm chagiga. The “Pour-em™
chay jontly sponsared by TAC.
SCWSUC and SSSBSCL was held on
Vuesday mght, March 13, In keeping
with the theme. Koch auditonum was
devorated with guant posters of drinks
<uch as Snapple. Budweiser and
Iropicanad Orange Juice
The “Pour-em™ chagiga was the
final event organized this year by the
TAC Chagiga Comnntiee. headed by
Lestie Gmsparg. SCW O8N, Penny Joel.
SCW 97 and Aliza Kravetz, SCW 97
Sereened from view by balloons.
a band provided music for the dancing
which was the chagiga’s main feature
The enthusiastic dancing paused while
The Belles, SCW's a capella group.
clad as nuns inan usion to Sister Act.
xang Punm songs with a twist. Their
performance was followed by Punm
shuick. performied by @ group of SCW
students who did nothesitate to skewer

the facubty, security guards and other
familiar aspects of SCW. The interlude
also nctuded @ D var Torah by
Kravetz

Parsha Shiur. normally held n

7

(I-r) Michal Rotblat, Rina Weinstein
and TAC President EmilyJ. Shapiro
in costume at the "Pour-em"’
Chagiga

Brookdale Hall on Wednesday nights, was tem-
porarily transplanted to the school Beit Midrash,
enabling students to take a break in dancing and
hear about the parsha from Elana Siderer, SCW
98

Refreshed by hamentashen and a variety
of drinks served in champagne glasses, attend-
ces continued dancing until 11 p.m. Allison
Berger, SCW 98, gave her evaluation of the
party, “The lavish event qualifies as the most
spectacular experience of my career here at
SCW. Al those involved in planning the event
should be commended for a job well done.”
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Purim Concert
Canceled

By Julie Stampnitzky

Due to insufficient ticket sales.
SCWSC and YCSC decided at the last
minute to cancel the concert which was
scheduled to take place on Thursday,
March 27. The Purim concert. which
was to have featured Mordechai ben
David, attracted only one third of the
requisite number of attendees.

The price of tickets, $22 and $27
for YU students, was calculated to en-
able the student councils to break even
on the event if they had a full house of
1100. On Wednesday. the day before
the concert, its organizers decide to call
it off, because only about 350 tickets
had been sold. In contrast. the
Chanukah concert. which featured
Avraham Fried and Dedi. was com-
pletely sold out,

All individuals who had pur-
chased tickets were notified by phone
that might, and told that their money
would be refunded when they turned
Intheir tickets. Would-be concent-goers
were acutely disappointed. Said Tziri
Roth, SCW "99, f was really looking

. forward to going. I'd finished my mid-
terms.”

In December. the crowds attend-
ing the concen included many people
who were not YU undergrad: This

wanted to focus on the students and give them
a chance 1o buy tickets.” .
A variety of reasons were suggested for
the small number of tickets sold. There were

several other concerts scheduled for the same
week. including one by Dedi on the same night.
Some students, when questioned, acknowl-
edged that they were not as interested in hear-
ing Mordechai ben David. “1 don’t particularly
like, Mordechai ben David,” said Bruriah
Rivkin, SCW "99. “{f I have the money, 1 spend
it on something I reatly enjoy.” Other students
also mentioned the price as a deterrent. Shapiro
suggested that although the tickets were in the
same price range as those to the Chanukah con-
cert, which were $20-28, students were more
likely to have put aside the money in anticipa-
tion of that event; or they might have received
monetary gifts. Said Shoshana Greenberg, SCW
"98%, "t was $22 that | didn’t have.”

There 1s no denying that the concert was
scheduled at an inopportune time, in the middle
of midterms season at SCW and YC. Rifky
Gantz. SCW 99, said that she had enjoyed the
Chanukah concert, bul/chi)se not to attend the
Purim concert because “it was aroupd midterm
time.”

Despite this year’s lack of success, Shapiro
said that she thought there would be a Purim
concert next, with more tickets sold to the out-

time around. the student councils hoped
1o have an event solely for the student
body Explamed SCWSC Vice Presi-
dent Emily B. Shapiro, SCW "97,"We

sue ity, if necessary. “1 wish hatzlacha
to the next student councyl.” said the outgoing
vice president. [ hope that next year we'll still
sell tickets to the students first, so4hat they have
first choice.™

t SCW

SCW Celebrates Purim at
Adopt-a-Bubby Chagiga

By Gila Roscathal

This vear's Adopt-a-Bubby post-Purim
Chagiga took place on Wednesday, March 26 in
Koch Auditorium during ¢lub hour. Abouf 20
clderty women and men were present in the au-
ditorium, and with Jouble that number of SCW
women pres ach Bubby and Zaidy was able
to enjoy the attentions of at least one member of
the younger generation at any given time. Fes-
tively decorated with streamers and “llappy
Purim” signs, the room shone almost as mucl
the faces inside it. There was food. there wa
music. there was dancing and shmoozing, and,
short of Buf¥alo wings and a parade of elephants,
what more could an SCW student ask for in a
Purim Chagiga?

Munching on a Hamentashen, Bubby Esther
proclaimed. "1'm having such a good time--but
{ haven't stopped eating!™ Besides the nosh on
the tables, each guest was gwen/a’Mx.\'h/oavh
Manot basket to bring home

A circle formed on the dance floor, and
slowly but surely the Bubbies joined in, with one
particularly energetic lady donning a Mexican
hat and prancing in the middle of the circle. to
the delight of her audience. Rochi Steiner. SCW
2000, gave a ) 'var Torah about the significance

of Mechivat Amalek,
and aflerwards sing-
ing broke out among
the participants, all
of whom professed
to be having a won-
derful time. As one
Bubby, Dorothy, put
it. "l enjoy seeing all
the smiling faces!™
Adopt-a-
Bubby, a TAC com-
mittee headed by
liana Bruger, SCW
97, Susan Jacobs,
SCW '99, and Ora
Shinnar, SCW 98,

Sha Kahn, SCW '99, and a ""Bubby" at
the Adopt-a-Bubby Purim Chagiga

which mostof the Chagiga attendees came;
three visitin Penn South, a housing devel-
opment between 26th and 281h streets on
9th Avenue, and four or five attend Dorot,
a Seniar Citizen group on the Upper West
Side

Aside from these regular activities,
Chanukah and Purim Chagigot are held
each year. This past Chanukah cvent was
smaller and more sparsely attended, prob-
ably as a result of its scheduling during
midterm exams. *

According to Jacobs, about 60.SCW
“students had signed up for Adopt-a-Bubby |
at the Club Fair earlier this year, and many
of the most eager participants in this
Chagiga were students who were not ac-
tively involved in the program but would
like to be.

“It’s a big commitment,” agreed
Dalia Jacobs, SCW 99, who pays weekly
visits to an elderly ladyin midtown Man-
hattan. “But it's completely worth it. I feel
that [ gain just as much as my Bubby does.”

Indeed, there is much to learn from
vast life experience, and the elderly are ea-
ger to teach.
One woman at
the Chagiga,
when  asked
how she was
enjoying her-
self. responded,
“ always eojoy
myself, no mat-
ter where § am.
That’s the only
way 1o get
through life.”

At the
party's conclu-
sion, one of the
ladies, Rose

works with three dif-

ferent Senior Citizen organizations, pairing up an
elderty lady with a college student. The volun-
teers visit their “Bubbies” several times a month
Four or five women participate in Project Ezra,
an organization on the Lower East Side from

¥ Ribeck, whose
two daughters had attended SCW, asked
to speak. After thanking all who were in~
volved in coordinating the event, she ad-~
vised, “Make new friends, but keep the old.
One is silver, the other gold.”

The SCW

Student Body

would like to wish

a sincere -

Mazel Tov to

Residence Supervisor
Alexis Levitt
on her recent engagement.

.
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SCW in the News Pre-Pesach Lecture
Series Held on

Main Campus

By Nava Bak
I the last few weeks, SCW has made s way
mio two widely
ance. Stern took a ribbing in the Purim page of

read newspapers. i one appear-

The Jewish Week, a paper distributed to @ large
numbcer of Sews i the NY-NJ metropolitan area
SCW’s cgo was certainly repaired on March 25
when an SCW Junior’s letter to the editor was
published in The New York Times

“Howard Stern College”™ was the headhae
of the article that, juxtaposed with a photo of
Howard Stern, encompassed a quarter page of The
Jewish Week’s Purim edition. The article proposed
that SCW was actually named after controversial
talk-show host Howard Stern. 1t credited “Yeshiva
L."s ace public relations department”™ with cover-
ing up this fact for years, making up stories about
clderly women leaving millions of doltars to the
school they have “never visited.” The name “Dean
Karen Ham™ was used in reference to SCW's Dean
Karen Bacon .

Dean Bacon had not been aware of the ar-
ticle until a student brought it to her attention.
Her reaction was ambivalent. It was ““neither funny
nor offensive,” said Bacon, although she assured
that her sense of humor is not “highly developed.”
The Dean found a way to view the article as a
positive reflection of SCW. *“Stern must have name
recognition,” she noted, “since it was granted a
quarter page of this paper.”

While the editor of The Jewish Week, Gary

Rosenblatt. is teaching a course al SCW this semes
ter he sind his personal imvolvement had no inpact
on the inclusion of SCW i the Purim page
Rosenblatt noted that he did find the article funpy
and that all jokes were > the Purim spint.”

Perhaps a more productive use of the press was
displayed ina letter entitled “Only One Jerusalem”
i the editor of The New York Times, written by
Julic Stampnitzky, SCW "98. Stampnitzky, a Biol-
ogy major, was bothered by the inaccurate distine-
tion made between lerusalem and “EasUerusalem™
in many articles in The New York Times. ey letter
noted that the term “East Jerusalens™ was only used
between 1948 and 1967 in reference w land “itle-
gally occupied by Jordan mpnitzky noticed that
in his April [ column “On My Mind.” AM
Rosenthal made the same point as she had in her
letter. As far as the effectiveness of her letier,
Stampnitzky was happy to sce that in an April 2nd
New York Times article an Arab neighborhood was
described more accurately as an area in southeast-
ern Jerusalem. Stampnitzky noted that, “We'll have
to wait and see if this [omission of the term “Fast
Jerusalem™] is a trend.”

Stampnitzky encourages everyone “to write to
The New York Times or another paper, to make their
feefings known.” Sending letters through e-mail.
as Stampnitzky did, makes the process simple. The
New York Times’ address i
letters@nytimes.com.

e-mail

By Aliza Fox

Assoon as the Purim hohday ended, T A(
and SOY started prepanng for Pesach with o
weekly pre-Pesach lecture senes These
showrem, held at the Mam Campuos, have been
drawing large crowds TAC has been provid
g two buses weekly to mike ansportation
uplown possible

AL the first two lectures there were ap-
proximately 200 people present. and many had
to stand in the back or by the door to hear the
speakers. I am reatly amazed at the amount
of people who attend. 1t is 5o nice 1 see the
overwhelming interest in extra sharim,” sad
Dana Bicnenfeld. SCW 98

The Roshei Yeshiva who are part of the
series are Rabbi Herschel Sheceter, Rabbi
Mordechai Willig, and Rabbi Binyormin
Yudin,

Rabbi Shecter spoke about msights into
the Haggadah. He pave an overview of differ-
ent topics in the Haggadah. “Rav Schecter's
shiur was very informative. I walked away with

a broader knowledge of the Haggadah.” said

The Four Faces of Rabbi Levene

By Ychudit Robinson

Rabbi Benji Levene of Gesher, YC "68, en-
tertained YU students on Monday, March 31, in
Koch Auditorium, presenting his one-man show,
The Four Faces of Israel. Based on a se{f-created
script he has performed worldwide for over 20
years, he creates four stereotypical Jews whose
differing views about Judaism and Zionism have
traditionatly created misconceptions and mutual
distrust. After answering in monologue scripted
questions asked by Sophomore Class President
Elizabeth Renna, SCW 99, his characters then
responded to audience questions. Rabbi Levene
hopes, through the caricatures, to shatter prevail-
ing preconceptions and promote Jewish harmony.

His first character, Rabbi Shlomoe Zalman
Deutsch, is a bumbling old chassid, unable to re-
member how many children he has. His family
has tived in Meah She’arim for over 100 years;
like other residents of that neighborhood, he did
not serve in the Israeli Army. He does not con-
sider his views extremne; he believes the whole
world shares his philosophy. To the misdirected
owners who drive cars into Meah She’arim on
Shabbat, he throws rocks. Communal leaders,
however, have admonished him to stop; his un-
skilled throws often hit unintended targets. Re-
sponding to an accusation of Chassidic misogyny,
he explained that Chassidim encourage women to
leave the house--for example, to go shopping. He
discussed his Zionistic views; a non-religious state
is not a Jewish state. Audience members asked
him whether the state could be secure if people

Elizabeth Renna and Rabbi Benjy
Levene performing "The Four Faces of

Israel,” sponsored by SCWSC.

periences living and painting in Safed’s artist

colony. In a discussion following his departure, .

the audience doubted his tenuous connection 10 the
land would extend to his child.

The final character, Harry Abelson, full of
affection for Israel, joked, “Israel is real, heh heh.”
An American philanthropist, he repeatedly reminds
the audience he has given 4.5 miltion to Israel this
year, not to mention what I gave last year,” but does
not want to live in [srael. He says he loves Juda-
ism, despite his limited command of Hebrew. For
example, he admits he once confused Peres with
Press, entering unannounced into the Prime
Minister’s home. He staunchly supports Israel and
visits fsrael constantly, but will never live there be-
cause he feels he was not property received when

he attempted wfiva. Instead. he hosts parties in
his Jacussi for members of the Israeli consu-
late. He disagreed with an audience member
who suggested Israel may no fonger need or

want American aid

Following the conclusion of the show.
Rabbi Levenc entered as imself to discuss the
purpose of his preseniation. e explained
Gesher's goals of uniting Jews while helping
strengthen commitment to Judaism. He has
made only slight changes in his seript over the
vears he has used it; he feels his characters are
“universal.” Responding to a comment that his
characters seemed relatively uneducated. he
explained that he “doesn 't want to getinvolved
in politics;” comedy appeals to people in a way
complicated lectures cannot. His audiences
typically protest portrayals of the character they
perceive to be most like them. For example,
feeling offended, Amenican audience members
have left when Abelson notes his generosity
This discomfort is the reaction Rabbi Levene
wishes to provoke. The same people who com-
plain Rabbi Deutsch, for example, is grossly
misrepresented, proclaim the other three cari-
catures are perfectly accurate.

Rabbi Levene is the grandson of Rabbi
Aryeh Levene, who was known as “The
Tzaddik of Jerusalem.” Like his welt-known
grandfather, he has a great love for all Jews: he
hopes, through his performances, to foster Jew-
ish unity and Torah knowledge.

Alison Farbman, SC W 9%

Fas Wl spoke about y woman s oblizs
fon at the Seder “honghtan sias vers pood
Becanse 1 was practical halachor it applicd 1
me Femoved voery much,” sad Shary Ko
SCW oK

On Aprit K. Rav Yudin spoke shout e o
Cups of wine

While students were gratcful for the oppor

ity o leamn from the Rosher Yeshia, mam

complamed of the hassles involved with
ing to the Main Campus in order 1o participate
the lecture senes The TAC Shiunm Commtiee
will be offering an addinonal Pre-Pesach shiur
at the Midlown Campus Rav Michae!
Rosenswerg. Rosh Yeshiva of MYP. will by
speaking in Koch Auditoriumon Tuesday. Aprii
15, at8:30 p.m

“Lappreciate the effect that | was yiven the
opportunity to attend these shiunm. Through
these shiurim 1 was able to perform the mitzsah
of “asking and lecturing 30 days before 4 holi-
day.” said Khen

Constitution
Ratified

Continued from page 1

ofthe Constitution 1n the Orientation pachet that
cach new student receives at the beginming of the
school vear. “If I had known about the Constitu-
tion and 1t had been more accessible T would have
been able 1o vote on it she said.

Rena Helprin, SSSB "9%. thought that the
SCW constitution was the one she saw in the
Guide To The Perplexed. which is actually a copy
of the YC Constiution. The SCW Constitution
has not been in the Guide since it has been under
reconstruction. Now that the changes and ratifi-
cation have been made. SCWSC is planning 10
have the Constitution published 1n next vear's
Guide, where it will be accessible to all students
[f students have problems with or questions about
the Constitution, Mallin assures them that
SCWSC will be “very happy ™ to be approached
by students and will do their best to answer all
questions,

refused to fight. After his departure, the audi
debated whether his children would remain in Is-
rael.

This discussion was interrupted by the entry
of Motti Goren, a macho bus driver who spends
several minutes removing cigarette packs and
lighters from his person before he sits down. His
knowledge of Judaism is a bit convotuted, though
very sincere. While somewhat boorish, he pro-
fessesalove for Israel; reacting to a perceived lack
of cultural identity, he forces his wife and two chil-
dren to listen to national “favorites” such as “Bab-
¢l-Wad.” Inaddition, he frequently leads his fam-
ily on tiyulim. The audience was impressed by
his sincerity and decided his childrens’ cuitural
bonds would keep them in [scacl.

The next character, artist Jean-Paul Simone,
sauntered onto stage bearing an artist’s palate. He
felt his marriage to his non-Jewish wife Christine
and the birth of their uncircumcised son Noel did
not detract from his ardent Jewish identity. He did
not understand the questioner’s doubts as to his
attraction to the land, describing the bliss he cx-

Mas'g*:md'

Guaranteed Credit Cards With Credit Limits
Up To $10,000 Within Days!
No Crentt, Yo Jos. Mo Pasent-Sicaer, Mo Secumrry Deposiv!
no credit - bad credit + no income?
You Can Qualify To Receive
Two Of The Most Widely Used
Credit Cards In The World Today!

Want VISA & MasterCard Credit Cards?
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Meet the New SCWSC Executive Board

Hannah
Shonfield,
President:

Bemy Faecutne Board President s a fre-
mendous responsibiliny - The President is required
e oversee all actvines that SUWSC runs, create

fnew and exeitng actinaties, delegate responsibil-
s and votee student opinions to the admimstra-
fon. Hannah Shonfield, SCW 98, tealized all
sibilities and chose to run for Presi-
dent because "1 fee! that Tam ineredibly devoted
to the school and have been involved inmany of
th

these res|

on here 1 Sterm College for Women ™
ar. Shonfield served as Parliamen-

Ths s

tanan and chaired the Student Lite Committec,
and thus knows much of the pohitics of the school,
how to handle student complaints and the most
effectne methods to approach the adnunistration

Leadenship v one of
Shonfickd s strengths . she

v entremely dedicated and

communted o improsing the
college atmosphere here
SCW T

Shonticld has many new
wdeds and programs for nest
vear "Tamn Finkelsten. this

vear's Executive Board President. did a wonder-
ful job and 1 would tike to buld upon the founda-
tion that she has laid.” said Shonficld. "The mo-
mentum amongst the student needs to be -
creased and more student must become involved.”

Many students did not turn out for voting
this and Shonfield senses that this 1s simply
a reflection of the apathy of many students in
SCW' “In arder for this to change, new social pro-
grams need to implemented and pastimes created
to bring girls together and create a cohesive unit
of students," commented Shonfield. "l have many
goals and plan for the upcoming year and the stu-
dents in SCW can took forward to a very sue-
cessful year.™

Nava Bak,
Corresponding
Secretary:

Bemg unolved in student hife 1 important
for Nava Bak., NCW 08, and that 1 why she chose
to run for corresponding secretany of the Execu-
e Board She would hhe to see more student
counctl run actisities and more volvement by
her fellow students. “Thete v much apathy m

Néw TAC

school towards activi-
ties in SCW. People
see signs hung up in
school for activities
and often times ignore
them. That needs to
change.” said Bak.
ks »ﬂ Buak has not been
' involved in Student
Council prior fo this vear but tecls that she is
completely qualified for the job. She has leader-
ship qualities that she will bring to the job with
her

Executive

Board Elected

By Adena Saltzman

On Wednesday, April 2. the student body

of SCW elected the officers of the Torah Ac-
tivities Council of $738. One interesting re-
sult of the election is that none of the new of-
ficers of TAC S738 have ever held a position
on TAC s board. The diverse combination of
people on the new TAC Board may predict
change and mnovation for the year to come
The new President ot
TAC will be Mechal
Weiss, SCW "98. Afieran
exact tie with Nitzan
Peiman in the general
election, Weiss won the
position of president in a
special run-off election
held on Thursday. Aprii 3.
Weiss is a graduate of the
Yeshiva of Flatbush and
attended  Midreshet
Moriah during her Fresh-
man year in israel. Her
previous involvement in

Incoming TAC President
Mechal Weiss

Midreshet Moriah. Schor is full of new ideas
for the upcoming TAC year. Among her ideas
are plans for a comprehensive information
center and ge ‘machs. The ge machs would in-
cluge services such as source books for
shiurim, bridesmaids gown, and wedding
shtick

Also serving as Vice President of TAC
will be Shira Genack, SCW
’98. Genack came to SCW
this year after two years at
Michlalah. She graduated
from Bruriah High School, in
Elizabeth, New Jersey:and is
anticipating a tervific year for
TAC

The new Secretary wil!
be Tamar Wadler, SCW *98.
Wadler has been at SCW for
two years. She sees being a
member of the new TAC
board as a way to participate

TAC includes being Committee Head of both
the Chagim Committee and the Zachor Club.
1 decided to run for president because 1 feel
that we have many diverse members of the
- Jewish community represented here that were
under-represented in TAC until now,” said
Weiss. 1 hope 10 continue the programs that
TAC has already started and add to them.”
Her goal as President is to broaden the ap-
peal of TAC to attract members who cur-
rently are not actively involved
As 1s customary for TAC, two students
were elected to the position of Vice Presi-
dent. Yael Schor, SCW "98, from Silver
Spring, Maryland, is completing her second
year at SCW. A graduate of the Hebrew
Academy of Greater Washington, and of

in, and direct, religious life at
SCW. Wadler was involved this year with the
publication of Hamevaser, the Judaic Studies
joumal of YU. She wants to pursue her fudaic
Studies on a graduate level, and hopes to teach
Tanach on an advanced lgd. She attended
Shutamis High Schoo!l atid Brovender’s,

Alisa Hirshaut, SCW "98, an alumnus of
TAG high school, and of Darchei Bina in Is-
rael, is Jooking forward to a productive year
as TAC Treasurer. A speech pathology ma-
Jor, Alisais currently completing her first year
at SCW. She is excited about becoming more
~mvolved in religious student life in the upcom-
ing year. -

Shuea Heeht
SCW COX would
Like o see more
student imolve-
ment and an in-
creased awareness

ofactivities taking

place and lecturers
speaking in SCW. As Student Council Viee Presi-
dent, she teels that she will be able to accomplisk®
this goal. "1 was Vice President in Elementary
school and in high school and I decided to carry
on the tradition and be Vice President in college,
too, " said Hecht

There are many complaints amongst the stu-
dent that improvements need to made in SCW
and Hecht feels that as Vice President she will be

Shira Hecht,
Vice President:

able to appropriately voice these complaints and
help resolve them. She wants to be a "voice for
the student body and truly help make changes in
the student life here at SCW," stated Hecht,

Some of her new ideas for next year include
a student teacher forum 1o discuss broad and spe-
cific topics and to create programs to increase
student participation. Hecht lives in NY, attended
Central High School and Michlala. She hopes to
continue her education in a joint program with
Revel.

Gila Silbiger,
Recording
Secretary:

After completing Bruriah High School and
a year in Michlalah, this is Silbiger's first year at
SCW. She is biology major, and an aspiring
Physician’s Assistant.

Silbiger is ex-
cited about her new
position on student .
council, and hopes to
have a positive effect
on student life. “I
hope to plan more stu-
dent council activities
that not only attracts
more people, but has a lasting impact on their col-
lege experience.” Even though this is Silbiger's
first year on campus, she feels that she is quali-
fied to make her aspirations for the coming year
a reality. .

Jennie Weiss,
SCW '99, is from At-
lanta Georgia and
came to SCW two
years ago as an early
admission freshman,

ties, including President of the SophSmore class
and involvement in the Zachor Club. Weiss at-
tends Sy Syms School of business.

"The important for students in college is to
have fun and be involved in school, aside from
the academia," said Weiss. The activities and
ideas she has for next year are to t j

Jennie Weiss,
Treasurer

student participation in activities and have true
school spirit. She is excited to do things for school
and for the students.

“Students are simply not involved enough
and they do not take advantage of everything that
SWC has to offer,” stated Weiss. Her plan is to
inform students of activities planned and to be a
voice for the students. “I want to improve the
overal) atmosphere in SCW," she said.

Director of Academic Affairs
for

BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY

will be visiting Stern College

on Wednesday, April 16 during club hour

The meeting will take place in Room 301

Learn about Bar-Ilan’s

new International MBA Progrdm

and its semester or year abroad option
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Dr. Soloveitchik Delivers
Lecture on Contemporary
Orthodoxy

By Atara Graubard

On Monday, March 24, students and educa-
tors from YU filled Weissburg Commons to hear
Dr. Haym Soloveithik deliver a lecture on “Rup-
ture and Reconstruction: The Transformation of
Contemporary Orthodoxy.” The talk was based
on the anticle which appeared in Tradition in 1994,
Students were expected to have read the copies
of the publication, which were distributed in the
preceding weeks on both campuses. Soloveitchik,
who teaches Jewish History in SCW as welt as in
BRGS, has delivered lectures on the topic in sev-
eral locations before the long-awaited one at the
Main Campus.

After dinner was served, Soloveitchik
opened his address with a discussion of the fac-
tors that led to the development of his views on
the phenomenon in the Orthodox world which is
generally termed a shift to the Right. He described
how he realized that those elements of the Ortho-
dox world that historically pursued a secular edu-
cation and supported the modern state of Israet
the issues that separated charedi Jews from Mod-
em Orthodox ones—sull do. Soloveitchik sug-
gested that the increased emphasis on chumra is
areflection of the increasingly text-based empha-
sis in the entire Orthodox world.

After a brief analysis and elaboration of
some of the main points of the article,
Soloveitchik opened the floor to questions. The

lively interactive session, which Jasted one and
a half hours, held the audiences attention most
tightly. However, some students felt that although
Dr. Soloveitchik’s answers were interesting, he
did not specifically address all of the questions
raised. “In his article, Dr. Soloveitchik did not
add new clements to the discussion, Rather, he

recapped most of the salient points of the article.”

Afler the talk, [ still had several questions that 1
did not feel were fully clarified,” said Pesha
Secunda, SCW 98,

Soloveitchik also did not clearly advocate
a specific recommended course of action to the
audience, which was primarily composed of prod-
ucts of the text-based society. In keeping with
the new Orthodox community’s search for the
stringent answer described in the article, several
students queried if some of Soloveitchik s points
could be considered directives. He pointed out
that his article, in keeping with his role of histo-
rian, was solely the description of a phenomenon.

Shoshana Monderer, SCW 98, noted that
she felt that the most beneficial part of the lec-
ture was the fact that Dr. Soloveitchik delivered
it. “Oftentimes, we don’t get the opportunity to
meet important Torah personalities. Seeing
people like Dr. Soloveitchik speak brings us in
contact with talmidei chachamim.” said
Monderer.

GRADUATING SENIORS
SCW AND SSSB MIDTOWN

CAP & GOWN DISTRIBUTION

THURSDAY, MAY 8
10 AM - 3PM
. MID ROOM 301

THIS IS THE ONLY DAY
YOU CAN PICK UP YOUR
CAP AND GOWN

NO ATTIRE WILL BE GIVEN OUT
AT THE THEATER

.

Gary Rosenblatt:
Editor and Teacher

By Susan Jacobs

Being the editor-in-chief of one of the larg.
est Jewish newpapers in the United States 15 a
fuli-time job in itself, but ance a week Gary
Rosenblatt, editor and publisher of The Jewash
Week, also teaches a print journalism class at
SCW. While journalism classes at SCW are of-
ten taught by cxperts in the field, this s
Rosenblat’s first time teaching at SCW. Himself
#' YL alumnus, Rosenblatt brings unportant per
spectives to the class. As a journalism profes-
stonal, he also has ties to other journalists for both
secular and Jewish publications. This semester
the class has heard from a handful of professional
joumalists who write for publications as respect-
able as The New York Times and as infamous as
Lilith Magazine, but cach week the students have
unigue access 10 a man who has carved outa niche
for himself in the world of Jewish journalism

Rosenblatt was a student at YO before the
university offered a journalism major. He was in-
volved with The Commentator for all of his four
years at YO, and was Associate Editor his sentor
year, but planned on pursuing a teaching career
After graduating from YC in 1968, he entered the
City College of New York, intending to study En-
ghsh literature. However, a part-time job with The
London Jewish Chronicle made him realize that
he enjoyed journalism more than literature.

From The Chronicle, Rosenblart moved on
to a job as sports editor for TV Guide, and then
spent about a year as a freelance writer for The
New York Times. In 1972 he joined The Jewish
Week in a full-time position as assistant editor. ™[
was about 40 years younger than the next young-
esteditor,” said Rosenblatt, “so [ got to do all the
stories you couldn’t do on the phone. If you had
to go someplace. then Thad 1o do it Tt was a tot
of good experience.” He stayed in that job for two
years before moving on to Baltimore 10 be the
editor-in-chief of The Baltimore Jewish Times
During his 19 vears as editor in Baltimore. he
expanded the paper 10 be one of the largest Jew-
ish newspapers in the United States. In 1993 he
returned to New York to be editor-in-chief of The
Jewish Week

Rosenblatt offered some thoughts on being
in New York again atier a successful tenure in
Balimore. I loved my job in Baltimore. T don’t
know that | thought I'd ever leave.” he said.
why move to New York when people are mov-
ing away from New York? I guess part of it is the

challenge of dealing with the largest Jewish com-
munity in the world, and the challenge of ying
1o be as inclusive as possible: trving 1o reach as
many people as possible.”

The Jewtsh Week is umque among Jewish
publications because it appeals to a wide range
of people, from unatfiliated Jews to committed
Orthodox Jews. This is not always an casy task.
“Ttell people my job is like hosting a big family
dinner.” said Rosenblatt. “To make sure that even
the relatives who don’t necessarily always speak
to each other can all sit around the table and talk
to each other and not throw food at each other
They can behave themselves and have some sort
of civil discourse even if they disagree.™ A erit-
cal part of The Jewish Week is to provide a fo-
rum for the exchange of ideas across the spec-
trum of the Jewish community.

Every week Rosenblatt writes a column for

The Jewrsh Week, and often he also wniles the
paper’s cditonials “The distinction is that the
columnds more personal,” he said. “[t's clear that
| write ahout my personal views. The editonals
really reflect the views of the paper.” At times
Rosenblatt has written his column on the same
topic as the editonals and expressed slightly dif-
ferent views i each. Asked 1f heing Orthodax,
sometimes led to confhets of interest wath the
posiions of the paper, Rosenblatt said of endors
ug or opposing certain issues, “T think 1ts more
lan issue of| being sensitive to Judasm i
peneral. The paper will not editorahize in favor
of one denomimation or another That sort of de-
feats the purpose of what we're trving to do ™ He
refated the recognion of opposing viewpoints
1o the study of Talmud. where debate exasts within
a certain context and is not destructive
Rosenblatt said that many people in the Or-

[ Gary Rosenblant ]

thodox community are unaware of the many op-
portunities for shomer Shabbat Jews 1n the world
of journalism. While there was a time when the
tnability 1o work on Shabbat would have pre-
vented Orthodox Jews from working for news-
papers, there are enough opportunittes todav that
those who are interested can find viable job op-
tons. T think it's a hittle easier now than 1t was

twenty yvears ago.” he said

Asked if there is a future for the newspaper
format of journalism. 1o light of the populanty o1
television and computer news sources. he re-
sponded. “1'm not so pessimistic. There's some
intrinsic value that people have in holding anews-
paper in thewr hands rather than down-loading it
or reading on a screen, You can take it wherever
vou go. Youcan read itwhen you wantto_at vour
own leisure. T don'tsee that chunging tor i long
ume ™"

While some consider the idea of Jewisa jour-
nalism an oxymoron. Rosenblatt does not con-
sider the terms mutuatly exelusive. He compared
newspaper reporting to the model of the Torah
an objective account of historical events, “Tutells
vou tike t1s. Any of our heroes in Tanach are
not whitewashed in terms of 1f they make mix-
takes. [The Torah] leas es it 1o the reader 1o make
value judgments.” Jewish journalism can be pro-
ductive or destructive, but good journalism leaves
moral dilemmas to the readers. Thanks  part to
Rosenblatt’s instruction. the print journalism stu-
dents at SCW have the opportunity to decide for
themselves what positions they will take about
what news is fit 10 print. and how events should
be reported.

Declaration

Continued from page 4

mainstream Orthodox Jewish organizations, with
tremendous power have come forth and said this
not us, not what we believe.” He further stated,
“I don’t believe Reform or Conservative move-
ments are legitimate halakhik .movements. But
there is a step between saying it's not a legiti-
mate halakhik movement and saying it's not Ju-
daism.”

“When asked about the inclusion in the dec-
laration of a staternent.made by Rabbi Joseph B
Soloveitchik, Rabbi Weiss said, “Fveryone tried
to meld the Rav to who they are. The Rav had a

Condemned

love for all Jews. He understood what was hap-
pening in the Jewish community.” Weiss stated
that while Rabbi Solovietchik was always care-
ful with the language he used, the people who
put out this declaration acted irresponsibly
Rabbi Weiss noted that while the declara-
tipn was supposedly for the purpose of encour-
aging Reform and Conservative Jews to join Or-
thodoxy, it has actually agused harm4o outreach
programs. He asked, “Has this sﬁteméngcncopr—
aged one Jew to become Orthodox?™
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Music for the Soul

By Ry ba Pliskio
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“Our goal is o be marhitz shira rabim

|spread music to the masses).” explained
Robinson. “For me, it s a matter of living up to
my name.” said Plefter

The Kumvitz Club tries to meet once a
month. Future events will be publicized in ad-
“We invite everyone to come. Good voice
declared Pleffer
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Elec

Continued from page 1
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Prospective candidates for SCWSC Faeeu-
e Board positions were required to il a peu-
ton with 73 signatures and present itto the elec-
Tads. Naomu Storfor $CW S0,
"98. While the anly qualifica-
tons for the candidates were a 3.0 grade point
e and studying in SCW all of next year.
. SCW 98 emphasized that candi-
dm\ “must be ready to fulfill any chalienges and
responsibilities that come their way during their
term.

and Lsther Finkle.

Despite the importance rendered to such
positions. voter umout was low. Storfer and
Finkle counted only 309 votes, approximately
one-third of the student population.  Storfer at-
nbuted the low tumout to the noncompetitive
nature of the race, adding that the lack of interest
1o run for SCWSC positions shows “a lack of
school spint and a lack of dedication to the stu-
dent body at Stem.”

Echoing Storfer's sentiments, one student
commented, “Some students are uninterested and
don’tcare—they do not plan on voting.” Another
student added that “there's nothing 1o vote for.”

Shonfield countered that, “just because you
are running unopposed doesn’t mean you are not
qualified. Sometimes you are the most qualified
for the job and no one wants to run against you.™

Under her leadership, Shonfield plans to
change students’ “negative attitudes™ and percep-
tions regarding SCWSC. Too often, she noted,
students fail to realize that SCWSC does more

tlons

than “plan roller skating parties.” Rather. the stu-
dent-run organization serves as the mediator be-
tween the university faculty and the student body.
frcumbent Vice PresidentStrira-techt. “added
that Student Council makes it easier for students
o "make their voices heard” regarding academic
and social concerns. She suggested informat stu-
dent-teacher forums for raisingstudent concerns
and easing tensions.

Shonfield encourages students to voice their
concerns. T don't only hear people, I listen to
what they are saying.” she said.

In addition to increasing students’ aware-
ness, Shonfield hopes to “raise the enthusiasm
level {of] our school.” Interactive events between
SCW students where students can meet other
women and enjoy themselves in a non-academic
setting would help unite the student body into a
cohesive unit.

Furure Treasurer Jennie Weiss noted that “a
lot of people don't take advantage of what the
school has to offer.” Getting more people in-
volved in school activities would contribute to a
sense of pride in SCW. She added that “Stemn is
a great school and if everyone helps out we can
make it even better... Be proud to say ‘yeah 1 go
to Stern College and I really like it.”

Shonfield is very excited about the prospects
available for next year. She feels that the elected
board members for rext year ate highly qualified
and will help transform and increase the SCW
spirit.

Cheri Ochs
545-9371
BR 2D

SY SYMS DINNER
ALL RESPONSES MUST B}'m
BY WEDNESDAY ~ .
APRIL 16TH. =
For more information; contact:

- Rochel Butler

213-4495 *
BR 6F

Rav Binyamin Tabory
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July at Nishmat

Recapture the Feel of Torat Eretz Yisrael with Some of Israel’s
Best and Most Inspiring Teachers

July 2-23
(Full-Day Learning with Extensive Chavruta preparation of mmpn)

- DUV Y Iman NIns

Rav Mendel Blachman - 71y nnsin v 1mavnni mirat
Rabbanit Chana Henkin - Y87 190

Shani Taragin - 121 1901 1PIM PR

Simu Peters - The Methodology of Midrash

Rav Yehoshua Berman - na*N and its Voices

July 27-31
Tanach Institute: Aspects and Episodes of Teshuvah in Tanach
/("))Mam - 2:00pm each day)

Full-Month Tuition: $395. Dorm (includes hot lunch): $265.
Inquire about Achi volunteer opportunities for the month of August

For more information please contact:

NISHMAT
27 Rechov Michlin, Baylt Vngnn,jcmulc. Tel: 02-642-1051 Fax: 02-641-
7 9752
or

. e .
Debby Bernstein at American Fricnds of Nishmat11 Grace Ave. Suite 107,
Great Neck, NY 11021. Tel: 516-466-2454. Fax: 516-466-1079

Cloning cont.

Continued from page 4

Rabbi Tendler began his lecture by stating
that we must have “a fundamental understand-
ing of how Torah functions in our lives.” He
stressed that for Orthodox Jews, cloning cannot
be decided upon by secularists because the foun-
dation of our faith is that G-d instructed to us
what to do, and we are now mandated to ap-
proach the rabbinical community to facilitate ap-
propriate responses.

Rabbi Tendler stated the premise that the
world of Torah and the world of science are one,
and no dichotomy exists between the two. He
brought several biblical proofs explicating how
the Torah itself dictates the attitudes that Jews
should possess towards science and conse-
quently, how we should proceed upon these re-
cent scientific developments. Rabbi Tendler
mentioned the secular responses to cloning, and
criticized them for their inability to pinpoint why
the new technology is of great concern to so many
people. in response to secular views on cloning,
he stated that, “1f you have no Torah or no G-d,

it does not make a difference what you think, we
are li\'lng in a democracy, and we go by the
majority.”

Because cloning brmp the scientific world
closer 1o understanding the intricacies of the eell,
there are positive aspects to cloning research. The
problem lies within the purpose for which this
research is intended. 11 it is being done 1o ma-
nipulate the physical world and 1o produce be-
ings with characteristics adorned by society, then
the great technology that has been produced js
serving the wrong purpose. However, if the re-
search is aimed at curing diseases and improv-

ing lives, then the technology is being used for a
positive end. Rabbi Tendler went through a list
of the genetic technology that has been developed
and presented the positive and negative ways it
could be used. The negative aspects include such
reasons as the fear of mastery over man, possible
loss of individual identity, concern for wrongful
use ding ethnic cl as was employ
with Nazi eugenics in the Holocaust, and what is
referred to “price tagging” of specific genes as
superior and inferior, causing social discrimina-
tion. He also cited two Halachic issues that could
arise from cloning technology. Through this tech-
nology, an inversion of generations could occur
where family relations would be indiscernible,
whereby the commandments of Honor Thy Par-
ents and inheritance laws could not be fuifilled.
The positive aspects of cloning research are
that Assisted Reproductive Technology could be
employed on sterile males, as well as new tech-
nology in relation to organ transplants. “There is
a supposition in this world the cloning is immoral,
and I expected him to expand on that view point
through a Jewish perspective. However, he ex-
plained that there are positive aspects to cloning
as well,” explained Tani Cohen SCW 2000.
Rabbi Tendler ended the lecture with two
Midrashim that conveyed the fact that one can-
not know what the ultimate consequences of a
matter will be. However, the Jewish people have
the Torah as a guide, and scientific issues can onty
be approached through it because the two are in-
separable. Positive and negative results will
emerge from this technology, however, the key
lies in the purpose for which it wilt be used.
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By Dina Bogner

From now until the end of the semester {and
henee, the ead of my Observer career), 1 have
decided to write all of my articles in one big col-
umn. Within the column 1 will express my opin-
wn on all the things | have seen or done since the
writing of my previous column. | stress here that
all the adjectives Temploy in lauding or trashing
a particular play, movie or what have you (and |
know [ tend 10 use too many) stem from my opin-
wn alone  though  am not quite sure why any-
one would think that | would express anything
other than my opinion. At feast it is my opinion
Hamavin Yavin

Well, it’s actually been a tremendously busy
month or so. As | have been pretty much ignor-
ing my schoolwork and all other major responsi-
bilities since, oh, the beginning of the semester, |
have managed to squeeze into my hectic sched-
wle more plays than usual. As fate would have it,
the first of my marathons of plays was actually
by far the best (at least the best that is still open),
and regretfully, it is the least fresh in my mind.
Yet I will try to do it justice. That play was “The
Last Night of Ballyhoo.”

When 1 first received tickets to this play I
had absolutely no idea what it was about. The
title certainly did not help me out, and the play
had not opened yet, so 1 had not read any reviews.
A smali blurb in The Village Voice told me that
“The Last Night of Ballyhoo™ was written by
Alfred Uhry, who won a Pulitzer (and later, an
Oscar) for his first play “Driving Miss Daisy™; It
described “Ballyhoo™ as dealing with a Jewish
family in Atlanta at the time of the premier of
“Gone With the Wind"” and of Hitler’s invasion
into Poland. After reading that I was excited to
see the play, but I was worried it would be yet
another Holocaust involved stery. Thankfully, {
could not have been more wrong.

“The Last Night of Ballyhoo™ tells the story
of a well-off German Jewish family in Atlanta.
The year is 1939 and Lala Levy, played by the
wonderfu! Jessica Hecht, who plays the role of
Susan on “Friends,” is 22 and living at home with
her mother, aunt and uncle. Dana Ivey, the in-

ultural Arts

comparable stage and film actor, plays the
mother desperate to see her unusual daughter
married before she turns into a gueer old maid
Enter Joe Farkas, a young, handsome Jewish boy
from Brooklyn, who was hired by Lala’s uncle

to work for the family's bedding company. Joe.
played by the sweet and extremely likable Paul

Rudd, who you might know from “Clicetess™ and

“Romeo and Juhette,” seems not 1o be interested
in the poings on of Atlanta’s Jewish youlb,
namingly Ballyhoo, the festivities planned on
Christmas week. Tt is for the dance on the last
night of Ballyhoo that Lala desperately needs a
date. Joe interest in Ballyhoo perks up when he
meets Sunny, Lala’s bright and beauti{ul cousin,
played by newcomer Arija Bareikis. The story
plays out with some wonderfully funny, hean-
breaking and beautiful turmns.

The play begins as a comedy, and it is cer-
tainly funny for the mass audience to observe a
Jewish family that feels a Christmas tree is per-
fectly acceptable in a Jewish home as long as it
does not have a star on top, one that remembers
the Passover Seder as a horribly boring evening
they once observed at the home of a business
acquaintance. And although I laughed often
throughout the play, especially at the way Ms.
Ivey answered the phone in a spookily potite and
singsong voice when she expected a suitor of
Lala’s on the line, so much of the comedy broke
my heart. As I am quite sure it was meant to. The
entire cast was just perfect (though Rudd could
take some lessons on easing his Brooklynese).
Celia Weston, the riveting actress from “Dead
Man Walking” as marvelous as Sunny’s slightly
clueless mother, and Stephen Largay was to die
for hysterical as Lala’s friend Peachy, who could
not be less like Joe if he tried.

The play’s most pressing issues are that of
the self-hating Jew and of racism among various
types of Jews—Jews of Polish or Russian descent
are referred to by the family as “the other kind.”
It was 2 totally unique and wonderful play. I was
sucked into the story, and it moved me as no other
play I can think of. There were some elements

SCWSC would like to
thank the following:

Office of Student Services
Office of the Dean

Sam Mandelbaum and
Facilities Management

Mr. Singer and Food Services

and the students of SCW

for making this year a
huge success,

thal became sort of hokey . but il did not matter in
the shghtesi,as the pliay was S0 relevant and real
o me. Critics of the play had a problem with ny
overwhehinmg enjoyabilty They felt i sort of
shid down ane’s throat oo smoothly True, 1t was
an extremedy enjovable experience on the whole

but no few who constantly deals with the 1vaues
of hisorherideniny and with the denin of the
lewish-Amencan people on the whole can con

sume " The Last Night of Ballvhou™ withom gt
fng a major cateh m his throat

Very succinetly, | will rimdown the other
Jess than wondertul plays [ have seen. The new
Tenth Anniversary cast ot “Les Miserables™ was
areal disappointment. | have a true fondness for

ay. and [ expected it to be infused with new
fier they chucked out half the cast and
replaced them with new faces. The new costumes
were spiffy enough, but the new performers were
lacking. Juliet Lambert, who plays the new
Fantine, has a thrilling volce, but her short time
on the stage does not allow her performance to
save the show. As for Eponine, the character that
we all love so much, after listening to the fabu-
lous Judy Kuhn on the cast recording for so many
years, and hearing Lea Salonga, one of the world's
2l time most beautiful voices, perform the part,
Sarah Berry’s turn as the waif left me cold. Not
worth the time or the cash.

I 'am sure everyone involved with “Jekyll
and Hyde,” the new musical, wanted it to be
frightening. I doubt, however, that they desired
it 10 be so frighteningly bad. 1t was a sort of bi-
zarre experience, because I really liked some of
the songs, and many of the performances were
strong, but it was just too hard to take a musical
$000 seriously. Sure “Les Mis™ and “Phantom™
are hardly walks through the park, but it was just
too much to take when Jekyll/Hyde, played ad-
mirably by Robert Cuccioli, starts singing as one
character, and then turns his body so that we can
see that his ponytail has come undone on the other
side (and therefore, that side is evil) and sings as
the other character. The show is stagnant, pre-
dictable and not very entertaining. Next.

“Steel Pier” is a new musical about the dance

marathors iy Atlanue € iy mthe 2075 The show
i all about spectacle-dancang girls on an wirplanes
wings and has bitle sabstance. The play was
ttally buno watch. butf vou feave a musical
and you cannot remember one song from the
entire shiow o ks thal show's i homb
Horton - Foote new plae T You
Erom Adanta ™ s labulons oo
sosure o he at TKES come Chol HaMood . w
von gt e empred 1o take i A ARNINGS
WARNING! This plag 15 NOT for ansone cider
G0 nor s or anyone who actealls

rewen

peLis 1
be ententained when they see a play The pertor-
mances in the play are quite wondertui . Shirles
Knightand Rip Torn are iremendous. and Wi
Liam Bift McGure und the rest of the ensemble
are terntic actors who make the most of their parts
However. | kept wishig they were fortunate
cnough to be in a betier play. Nothing truly hap-
pened in this play. which 15 all nght sometimes
inaspecial play. but Lam very sorry o sav. " The
Young man From Atlanta” was not that play

So.the puint of this column was really a sort
of shopping guide for all of you who are going to
be in the New York area over Chol HaMoed
Every year there are hundreds of matzo-and-hard-
botled-egg-carrying people in the Times Square
area and at TKTS trying to decide what 10 see. |
have given you certain guidelines to abide by. |
strongly recommend ~“The Last Night of Bally-
hoo” and totally expect the aisles of the Helen
Hayes Theatre to be filled with matzo crumbs that
night. Also, there is no singing in the play, which
makes it appropriate for a wider audience of
“yarmulkes.” By the way, | have not heard good
things about “Titanic,” or “Annie.” [ also con-
tinue to recommend “Bring in Da’ Noise, Bring
in Da’ Funk,” “The King and 1,” and “Rent”
(though [ am sure its sold out already). Just in
case you are presented with different prospects
that day, [am pretty sure I will be running around
Times Square that day myself, G-d willing. So
PLEASE do not make any rash decisions with-
out attempting to consult me beforehand. Have a
Chag Kasher V'Sameach and I'll see vou on
Broadway

Top Nine Reasons Why
Top Ten Lists Are Stupid

count that high.

couldn't sleep.

drumroll.

attention span.

By Laverne and Shirfey

9. It's presumptuous to think that everyone can

8. They are written by paranoid list makers who
1) feel the need to number everything.

7. The word "list" makes me think of shopping
and I get all excited for no reason.

6. They were first made popular by people who

5. Usually, the funniest part about them is the ;

4.1 can barely back up my opinion with one
valid reason, let alone ten.

3. I still don't fully understand why they start
with the number ten reason. ‘

2. They are usually longer than most people's

1. When is this list going to end?! .
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Stern’s Iron-
Clad Athletes

AYear in Review

By Shaindy Frenkel
s the school vear comes to a close and the
%S SCW women await their summer vaca-

3 1 hearts are cager for some fun under the
\unmm i as good a time as any to reflect
back upon Stern College’s athletic teams, who
enjored some fun ot their own during the school
vear

Each of the three athletic wams, namely
bashetball. feneing and tennis, had their moments
during

he season. The bas-
a

of triumph and de
ketbatl team, lead by Coach Steve Young, was

guisy bunch ol women. whoe were ready to face
any oppenent that came their way. Although their
record does not account for their hard work and
perseverance. they knew that they put all of their
energy into every match

The fencing team, being i only its second
vear-of existence. improved tremendously from

last year. Although they did not achieve victory
ays a team, many tencers.shined in their individual
competitions. Next year, you could expect even
better things from the fencing team as they im-
prove lo greater and greater extent every match

Last. but certainly not least, is the tennis
team. coached by Evan Goldstein. The tennis
team enjoyed its most successful season by win-
ning every single one of its matches, The players
worked extremely hard and. at times, had to over-
come freezing lemperatures to pull out a victory
But, in the final results, there were only smiles
on those frost-bitten faces and a sense of accom-
phishment on their minds

Win or toss. it doesn’t really matter. Each
competitive team member gave it their all. They
shed blood, sweat, and tears--the mark of a cham-
pion
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