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Second Class Citizens?

The First of a Three Part Investigative Series on SCW

Aviva Laufer
Observer Staff Writer

here has long been
an assumption  that
SCW  students are

“second class citizens” in YU,
This teeling stems from a com-
parative analysis between the YO
and SCW campuses and the
oppagtunities that they each offer
’7(0‘:?'1(% several of the actual facts
and statistics involved may help
to put things into a clearer per-
spective, in the hopes that this

New
Semester
Starts
with a

Rachel Linsider
and Kayla|Pliskin

Features Editors

"Il‘s owned by the
Japanese guy next
door. But he's anti-
Semitic and won't sell it to a
Jewish institution.” This was a
real answer given by an SCW stu-
dent when asked about the empty
plot of land next door to the
Midtown Center. But it is only
one of the many rumors that have
spread around SCW in response
to the enduring question of the
status of the formerly deserted,

would allow for the issues to be
dealt with in a more constructive
Manner.

. YC and SCW are in
essence two different colleges

‘and each must cater o their

respective student bodies. Still,
SCW students voice concerns
over aspects of YU that they feel
are far inferior at SCW relative to
YC. Several of these issues,
including dorm life and extracur-
ricular  activities  will  be

addressed in upcoming articles.
At this early sta;

i the Spri

atus i YU

wssues of academic
>m to be @ prime

08 scmest
opportuniti
concern
Among _the  academic
opportunitics which SCW stu-
dents tend to compare to those at
YC is the number and varety of
courses offered per semester. In
the Spring '98 edition of the SCW
Schedule of Courses, an estimat-
ed 300 course sections, secular
and Judaic studies combined, are
offered to a student body of about
800 women. The YC Schedule of

Courses offers an estimated 300

course seetions n seeular studies
atone. This does not include the
total number of Judaic studies
courses that are offered. Y€ stu-
dents also have the opportumity to
take classes at isaac Breuer
College of Hebrew Studies,
James Striar School of General
Jewish studies, Mazer School of
Talmudic studies, the Stone Beit
Midrash program, and the Belz
School of Music. While YC
caters 10 a much larger student
body, SCW students feel that the
variety of courses, in all cate-

wories, offered at cach school
should be consistent

Classroom size also plays a
sigmticant role in determining
how many  students may  be
admitted nto o particular class
Students may often be signed into
popular classes after they close.
as long as the classroom had not
yet reached its capacity. For this
reason, it may seem that the far
greater number of square feet
available at the YC campus also

see Second Class, page 7

Construction of a Catholic seminary on the lot adjacent to the Midtown Center has caused SCW students a big headache

Construction for a
Catholic Seminary has begun on
the piece of tand located on the
corner of 34th Street and
Lexington Ave. Students and
teachers alike have found the new
construction, which pulsates the
building and cardrums, rather
disruptive.

A number of years ago, the

property was put on the market
and sold to the highest bidder.
Opus Det, an independent branch
of the Catholic Church that
reports directly to the Vatican,
offered the best price. Since their
purchase, Opus Dei has been
planning to erect a building, and
the plan is finally beginning to
come to fruition.

The structure will contain
chapels, otfices and a residence
hall for the people of Opus Dei.
These are men and women, usu-
ally professionals with careers.
who have dedicated a great deal
of time to community work. Even
thongh the group is coed, there
will be two separate entrances to
the residence hall for the approx-

imatety one hundred men and
women to be housed there

With the commencement of
the semester coinciding with the
beginning of construction, the
rumor mitl has spread stories of
work lasting 2-3 vears on an (8-
story creation. According to Mr.
John Haley. a representitive of

see Empty Lot, page 4

pigeon infested piece of property.
]

VERERNATRARERRERAN  Late night trips to Kinko’s are typical for SCW Students

Two Students Present During Armed Rob

Leslie Ginsparg
Editor-in-Chief'

or most SCW stu-
dents, late night vis-
its to Kinko's. the all

night copy center located around
the corner from Brookdale Hall,
are a regular occurrence. But for
two students, SSSBSC President
Cheri Ochs and her roommate,
Susan Strauss. SSSB '98. a rou-
tine trip to Kinko's turned out to
be anything but ordinary. Their
hopes for a typical 15-minute
dash to the 34th Sweet and
Madison branch of the 24-hous
copy center. were checked when

three armed men entered the
store.

"My first thought was this
is not happening” said Ocbs,
“This happens in TV and movies.

bery

You don't think this happens to
anyone vou know."”

The incident is causing
concern among a student body
where visits to the 24 hour copy
center at adl hours of the mght are
a norm. Safety has been an ssue
at the forefront of students’ minds
sinee September. when two sexu-
al
SCW sparked students” concern

ults 1 the area around

aboul the safeny of the nerghbor
houd

The armed robbery
oceurred on Sunday. Junuary
Ll during SCW intereesson
Ochs and Strauss, both New York
arca residents were in Munhattan
for a job tair. At approximately
12:40 AM. the two students ran tp
Kinko's to run off copies of their

see Robbery, pages
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Keep Libraries Open

uring reading
week and finals,
the school build-

ing remains open for extended
hours. which include Saturday
night. This provides an essential
resource for students who have
papers to rescarch and type, or
whe merely wish to find a quiet
place to study, away from a
dorm room filled with distrac-

tions.

This schedule should not
be limited to a few weeks a year.
Most college libraries are open
seven days a week. Although
SCW's

libraries close for

Shabbat, they should re-open on
Saturday cvenings. Many stu-
dents  stay on  campus  for
Shabbat, or return after Shabbat,
and would like to make good

use of the long winter evenings.
This is an academic institution;
many students are interested in
using the libraries, computers.
and piano over the weekend. In
addition, academic facilities
should be available on the
Sunday after a vacation.
Students returning to school
often need to complete work
assigned over vacation which
they are not able to do at home.

Improved Health Care

t's official. Yeshiva
IUmvcrsity students

can  count  on
improved health care in the
near future. Dr.  Efrem
Nufman, University Dean of
Students, has negotiated with

tor. The proposed changes are
sensitive to the unique con-
cerns of female students.

YU medical services
have often been the source for
student complaint. The inno-
vations should make students

various health-care providers
over the past few months to
create a plan that will effec-
tively serve the needs qf stu-
dents on both campuses.

The new health services
bring YU up to 1990s expecta-
tions and are a welcome
change to previous health care
services. What is especially
good about the innovations for
the Midtown Campus is the
assurance that female students
will be seen by a female doc-

feel more secure about con-
sulting  in-house  health
providers rather than going
elsewhere to ensure that they
receive the best care.

It's nice to know that the
YU administration is con-
cerned about students' physi-
cal well-being as well as their
academic success. Students
should take advantage of the
new services provided as they
become available.

January 30, 1998

Ayelet Grun
News Editor

t is 50 years after
IDavid Ben Gurion

stood and read the
Megillat Ha'atzmaut before
the world. And yet, somehow
we' have lost the enthusiasm
and idealism projected in
those first few years' of
Medinat Yisrael's establish-
ment,

True, we are living under
the domain of a Jewish gov-
ernment, are tried in courts
run by fellow Jews and are
defended by our sons, daugh-
ters and neighbors. We have
amassed three times as much
land as was allotted to us by
the United Nations in 1948,
we have become a technologi-
cal superpower and are equat-
ed with other powerful coun-
itries.
Yet while our govern-
ment and courts are run by
Jewish officials, they are not
run exclusively by Torah stan-
dards. And while we defend
ourselves, many in our army
land on the streets are ignorant
( of The heritage they are fight-
} ing for.
Day in and day out we
project an image to the world.
And it is because we are
expected to be an ohr la'goy-
im, that we are held to a high-
er standard than everyone
else. When Jews make head-
lines for  assassination

Ohr La’Goyim

attempts, embezzlement, rape
and the like, we are defeating
our mission in this world.
When non-Jews see advertise-
ments in the New York Times
defaming our fellow Jews and
treating them with disrespect,
how can we expect them to
look at us as a standard to live
by?

True, we are only human
and are subject to frailty. Yet,
we need to realize that the gift
of a State must be reciprocat-
ed with projecting the finest
image to the rest of human
society. Some of us may be
fulfilling the mitzvot, and oth-
ers may be tilling the land, yet
neither has made the effort to
Jive as a group by the ethical
and dignified guidelines the
Torah has established for us.

Like Churban Habayit,
taking back the State of Israel,
G-D forbid, would be devas-
tating to us as a people. It
would not mean that our status
as Am Hanivchar will dimin-
ish in G-D's eyes, yet it means
that He is waiting for a differ-
ent time when His people will
do a better job at fulfilling the

mission of ohr la'goyim. If we .
-do not merit to have the State

under our control, then per-
haps another future generatioh
will. Yet if we remind our-
selves of our mission to the
world and to ourselves as a
people, then with G-D's help
the State and its purpose will
remain with us for all times.

Allow Web Pages for Students and Student Groups

Julie Stampnitzky

beginning of this

semester. However,

1 am reluctant to spend SCWSC funds

Online Editor
he administration of YU took an
I important step in preparing their
students for the 2lst century
when it made email accounts free for all
undergraduates. They should extend this
effort by allowing students to have their own
webpages.

The most common ‘é?zjection to this
proposal is that YU is appsrehensive about the
content which students might choose o dis-
play. Are YU students less trustworthy than
those at other colleges, most of which rou-
tinely allow student webpages? 1t lack of
space is a deterrent, consider that it is quite
possible to make a decent page with 200 Kb-
1/75f a tloppy disk, and 1/10,000 of the hard
drive of an inexpensive computer. 4 hardly
seems possible that the current YU webpage
{"current” is an oxymoron here) is occupying
all available memory.

The Observer has been online since the

although the Observer is the official publica-
tion of SCW, the administration of YU refus-
es to allow the Observer's.webpage to be
located on the YU Internet server. Instead, the
rejected publication has found a home on
Geocities, a company that provides free web
space. This ar while cor s

for this purpose when YU already has a web
server that would fill our need quite well.
However, this is not my only objection. The
.com seen in so many addresses stands for
“commercial,” indicating a for-profit site,
such as nytimes.com. The Observer is not a

has a number of drawbacks. The site's URL
(Uniform Resource Locator, commonly
called an Internet  address) is
http://www.geocities.com/CollegePark/Union
/9516, which hardly trips off the tongue. In
addition, Geocities makes its money by hav-
ing adverti appear with the
webpage.

i Now the Observer is looking into the
possibility of purchasing space from a com-
mercial host. This would allow us to have a
URL like www.yuobserver.com. (The
Commentator recently went this route; their
paper can be read online at
htp://www.yucommentator.com.) This option
would cost several hundred dollars per year.

B

IS ial paper; it is an integral part of an
undergraduate institution, and deserves a
domain name ~ with .edu,
observer.yu.edu.

For student groups, the Internet would
be the place to post the latest news on upcom-
ing activities. YU has a large number of
undergraduate publications. They should be
on the web. Why should the university be
willing to allow students expression in print
media and yet draw the line when it comes to
online media? Student-created pages would
be a valuable form of publicity that would be
seen by prospective students and by alumni.
David Rosen, newly returned as YU's director
of Public Relations, should consider this.

namely
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Prosecuting the Yeshiva Boy and Ourselves

i my understanding

Ithul the purpose of' a

newspaper 18 to
inform the public ot what they
do  not  already  know
Therefore, 1 was more than a
fittle  disturbed by  Daniel
Anziska's column, “Defending
leslic ginsparg the Stern  Girl)”  which
appeared in the December Yth
issuc of The Commentator.
Anziska comes to the astounding conclusion that
"Stern girls,” contrary to popular opinion, are indeed
intelligent. What's next Mr. Anziska? Are you going
to propose that the Earth is round?

I have known for a very long time that SCW
students are smart and -ambitious. But is it really the
sorry state of affairs that "the typical Stern girl” is
still perceived as, to quote Mr. Anziska, "a nice little
JAP, whose favorite activities include shopping and
more shopping, to get her bachelor degree in jewel
evaluation?" Unfortunately, yes.

How many times have [ heard those jokes about

editor-in-chiet

the "typical Stern gir!™? That lame MRS Degree hne
has been around for at feast twenty years. Allegedly.
everyone at Stern s marriage obsessed. silly, vain,
loves to shop and 15 not in the feast bit concerned
about her education, [ rarely ever tell an orthodox
person that 1 go to SCW without receiving a cave
man's response. With alt the changes in attitude and
politicat correctness of the 90's, why has the pereep-
tion of the "Stern girl” rematned the same?

Mr. Anziska, the answer 1o 1his problem is not
slamming Barnard women, or in your defense of a
term (Stern girl) that belittles the very people you
newly revere. [ thank you. Mr. Anziska, for your kind
thoughts, but I don't need your defense

I need the defense of my peers.

While I would fove to put all the blame tor pur-
porting the stereatype on students at YC and other
colleges, we are much more to blame. Because we
are not proud of who we are. How many times have
you heard a Stern crack, laughed and agreed to its
truth, but protested that it doesn't apply to you. How
many times have you said "I'm not a typical Stern
girl," because every time you do, you are pushing

along the stereotype. What you are really sayimg is,

UYes, the stereotype is trues Stern garls are vain, mar-

nage and shopping obsessed. just Tam different.”
Why should inyone yespect SCW sradents, when we
don't respect ourselves?

Ihe next time you are m the cafetera, take
look around you. and try 1o determie ceactly who in
that room is the "typical Stern garl™? Try o find any
one who looks altke arall don't see anyone who s
into that stereotype, and definnely not a majonity

What I do see when [ ook around the caf is
group of women, that however diverse in tastes and
background. are alike in the respect that they are all
intelligent, capable and ambitious. Those are the
characteristics of a “typical Stern girl” No. Stern
Woman. T am proud to consider myselt a typical
SCW Woman, and so should you

We can not expect the world at large to change
its perceptions of SCW untif each member of the stu-
dent body makes a commitment to redefine the "typ-
ical Stern girl” and herself.

Revisionism Revisited

t The Observer,

Awe often  get
strange mail.
Unsolicited advertisements,

suggestions. for stories. Some
of the things w&)&.t are rather

lo enter -the Miss Teen All

[T American contest.
Unfortunately, we sometimes
get disturbing mail as well.

One such piece came from the Committee for
Open Debate on the Holocaust. They sent us an ad
they were willing to pay for to have printed. The ad
offered $50,000 to anyone able to have the
CODOH's video aired on national prime time televi-
sion. The ad conveniently didn't mention that the
video is-a "documentary" about how Holocaust his-
tory has been falsified by Jews with ulterior motives.

Our reaction at The Observer was to rip the ad
to shreds and not give it a second thought. Until now.

requests for money and lots of

amusing, like thé” opportunity

The CODOH wasted their postage sending an
ad to a student publication of YU, but students in
places like the University of New Haven and Rice
University weren't as discerning. In the fall semester,
both schools, along with about a dozen others, print-
ed the ad.

Don't think that these students are anti-Semitic.
The Committee for Open Debate on the Holocaust
probably sounds pretty innocuous to American col-
lege students who haven't been steeped in Holocaust
history their entire lives. Even students with a fairly
solid knowledge base about the Holocaust might not
catch on from the organization's title, that its sole
purpose is to deny the worst calamity to befall the
Jews in the modern era. A few years ago, even
Brandeis University printed their ad. On the other
hand, the same students probably would not have
printed an ad from The Committee for Open Debate
on Slavery. That is where the problem lies.

It seems that, despite the proliferation of edu-
cational materials on the Holocaust in recent years,
many American college students are still grossly

ignorant of what happened to European Jewry during
World War . It's not that they blatantly disregard
historical reality and the feclings of Jews. It's just
that they haven't been sensitized to the importance of
this issue.

The CODOH has been very slick in their adver-
tising campaign. They know how to get past an cdi-
tor's scrutinizing eye. onto the pages of widely-read
campus publications. Organizations like the Anti
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith have succeeded in
preventing publication of the ad in some campus
newspapers by alerting editors of the CODOH's true
intentions, but the CODOH has been successful over
the years in being published in nearly 80 campus
newspapers.

The CODOH's ad was never considered for
publication in The Observer. We were too smart for
them. But many coilege editors aren't, and right now
there are probably a few unsuspecting, uninformed
college students checking out the CODOH Website,
hoping they will be the lucky recipients of $50,000.

A Fresh Perspective

elcome back
\ N ’- everyone! 1
don't  know

how it happened, but second
semester is here. For all return-
ing Stern students, I hope your
winter break was full of rest
and relaxation. For all new and

hannah shonfield incoming students, [ offer you

RN 2 warm welcome to Stern
College for Women.

The best thing about a college year being divid-
ed into two semesters is that halfway through the
year, we have the opportunity to start with a clean

_ slate. | mean this in all regards: classes, grades, pro-

fessors, friendships, opportunities... Finals are a
thing of the past, vacation bliss is still upon us - the
world is at our fingertips. I'm not necessarily refer-
ring to New Year's resolutions, although 1 am sure
some of us did make them. Rather, I'm speaking of
that carefree feeling of walking into school the first
day of classes without any burdens or commitments,
only freshnes7 and potential. It's a‘time when both

returning and incoming students can see Stern in the
same light; a time for taking new perspectives.

The first opportunity to do this is within
regards to Schottenstein Residence Hall. For those of
you who don't live there, 1 urge you to visit, and I
don't just mean to see friends. I think many of us fail
to realize that Schottenstein is an addition to both
dorm life and campus life here at Stern. [ts facilities
and vast amount of space are for all students to uti-
lize. The two spacious lounges, beit midrash, exer-
cise facility, and future caf store are for the shared
use of Brookdale and Schottenstein residents alike.
So, please, if you haven't already done so, take
advantage of this newly available addition to Stern's
midtown campus.

Second, | urge everyone to view Stern Collegc
for Women Student Council (SCWSC) from a new
perspective. The vastness of jts influence is often
overlooked by the average student. SCWSC is not

«merely a medium through which student activities
are planned, but of equal importance, it is a vehicle
through which student. need’ is voiced. In other
words, Student-Council is here to serve you in any

way possible. With that in mind, I call to order an
Open Student Council Meeting for Club Hour of
Feb. 4. This will be a chance for all students to share
their suggestions, ideas and concerns in an open
forum with other students and student council lead-
ers. The only way for SCWSC to ensure proper stu-
dent representation is to hear from the students
directly. Stay tuned for further details.

Finally, I just want to remind everyone that the
best way to stay updated with SCWSC happenings is
by reading flyers and In Motion “(the biweekly
SCWSC newsletter). You wouldn't want to miss: the
joint SSSBSC and SCWSC Sophomore Class
Fashion Show on Feb. 2, the Chabad Club sponsored
Piamenta concert on Feb. 5, and other upcoming
events.

Good luck on the new semester!

PS. A special thanks to the Omce of the Dean
of Students and the Office of Sttident: Services for
the doughnuts-a Chanukah treat and study break in.
one-and for sponsoring Spn.ng Orientation's butmg
to Sony IMAX Theatrgs. Keep the fun on rolling!.




Yeshiva University Museum
Moves to Midtown

Esther S. Finkle
Observer Staff Writer

he Yeshiva University Museum, estab-
Thshcd in 1973, wiil be moving from its
tocation on the Main Campus, to a
reconstructed four-story landmark building located
4t 13 West 16th Street. The move 13 scheduled for
spring 1999, upon the completion of what will be
tor Jewish

known as the Center
History

The YU Museum will join the
Leo Baeck Institute, the American
Jewish Historial Society and the
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research
o form the Center for Jewish
History. The fawter three insttutions
will attract @ scholarly crowd but
“the Yoshna Uninersity Museum will aitract public
atennion.” savs Sylvia Hemkowitzo Museum
Prectey

L pon vompleting construction, the center w il

contut et one nutbon arufacts, and will be the

zmest collection of Jewisharchies outstde of
NN

Hershow itz asserted that YIVO's proposal tor
the museum o jom the Conter wis, "an opportumty
we vonld not say no to.”" She explaied that moving
downtown would atract more visitors, as the
Washington Heights location is a deterrent to indi-
Viduattorrstswho wortd ot wish to venture to the
neighbdrhood. The museum's new location wall
make the many artitacts and documents in its col-
lection more aceessible 1o those interested in Jewish

Observer

lnsh\;)

Fhe museum currently occupies the first and
fourth floors of the Main Campus library, but the
new site will be furnished with four new galterics)
and access to classrooms, an auditorium and a
resource ¢enter.

Chana Charpak, SCW '98, stated that she]
"never bothered to visit the museum Uptown, bu]
now that it's moving closer to SCW. 1 think its
accessibility will be more pleasing to SCW stu-
dents.”

Joseph Glass, YC '98, com-
mented that he thinks “that the move
will have both positive and negative
results for Yeshiva University. The
museum, in its current location.
attracts people to the Main Campus,
which provides exposure for the
university.  However, yﬁﬁmnul
space in the library building will be usetul as
cxpanded study area”

Herskowitz explained that there will be two)
benetits o the new location o addion to an
erease in public atiention. First. the muscum will
be closer to Cardozo Law School's gadlery. Due to
the provinty between CLS and the new museun,
focation. docents, who currently guide tours at the
Washington Hetghis location, will be able o con-
duct tours i both places.

A second advantage in moving the museum
would be to develop a program where art students in
SCW may have-internships af the museum.

According to Herskowitz, after moving. the|
museum will continue “to maintain a presence in
Washington Heights."

January 3, 1998

Gila Rosenthal
Observer Satff Writer

Besamim, SCW's arts and
literature journal, is looking tor
contributors. Anyone interested
should contact Chdya Badrian.
The club hosted a Shabbaton on
the weekend of December 13,
together with the Fine Arts
Saciety.

Bina Yeteira, SCW's
weekly parsha publication, put
out a special Chanukah edition.

The YCSC/SCWSC »
Chanukah coneert, featuring
Dedi and Mordechai Ben David,
took place on Thursday.
December 11

The sccond Blood Drive
of the year was held on
Thursday. December 18, in Koch
Auditorium,

The TAC-sponsored
Chanukah Chagiga took place
ay night. December
10. The theme was Dunkin

on Wednesd

Donuts. The chagiga featured

performances by the Betles,
SCW's a capella group, and the
premicre of the newly-formed
Dance Club.

The Shiurim Committee
sponsored a round of shiurim in
the past few weeks, including a
Chanukah shiur by Rabbi
Kanarek, a speech by Chava
Wiltig Levy and a lecture by
Rabbi Hanoch Teller.

The annual joint SOY-
TAC Chanukah Shiur, given
this year by Rabbi Aharon Kahn,
took place on Monday.
December 22 in Belfer Hall.

The Speech Pathology
and Audiology Club sponsored
a lecture on Tuesday, December
17. Pearl Schmutter, a woman
whose cerebral palsy had
impaired her speaking abilities
until she began working with a
speech therapist a few years ago.
recounted her story.

The Tzedakah
Commiitee sold Chanukah
menorahs in the weeks preced-
ing Chanukah.

Rabbinic

Empty Lot

continued from page 1
Opus Det, ~The simple answer
{to how long the building wili
take] is probably about 20
months in total. The exterior of
the building will probably be fin-
ished sometime around the
beginning of early next year.”

A construction worker said

the
Rosengarten.

fully in the end, it will strengthen
community,”

Extra measures are being
taken in order to alleviate the
level of noise during the con-
struction. These efforts include
the placement of microphones in
classrooms and the sealing of

1

about the logistics of the situa-
tion."

Most students find that
they desire two apirin and quiet]
by the end of the day. “It’s annoy-|
ing; you can’t concentrate in
class; can’t hear the teachers.
We're not paying all this money|
to hear construction noise alt

replied

that the project will take one and
a half years at least. However,
instaliing the foundation by
chopping rocks, which is what
creates all the noise. “wil} last 2-
3 weeks...but possibly more.”
depending on how difficult the
rocks are.

The noise level of the con-
struction is often overbearing and
distracting to the classes that take
place in the SCW school build-
ing. especially in those class-
rooms that face the lot

Jeffrey

Rosengarten,
Director of Supporting Service
Administration. commented, "We
have been meeting with some of
the representatives of the con-

day,” said Sima Solaimanzadeh,
SCW  “2000. Other students|
looked at it from the “it-could-
always-be-worse™  perspective,
and even had positive associa-
tions with the noise.

“In lsrael, the construction
used to wake us every morning at
7am,” said Shoshana Spector,
SCW ‘99, “The shaking was the
same on the inside as it was out-
side; you could feel it in bed”
Some students even viewed all
the banging and clanging in a
humorous light. “Maybe this is
just a ploy by the psych depart-
ment to have an in-house experi-
ment..a study on how noise

struction firm that is actually
going to put the building up.
They're good neighbors, and
they'lT do their best, within rea-
s0n, to minnnize the noise.”

Rosengarten contirmed that he
had attended a community meet-
ing hetd before Thanksgiving. in
regard to this mew addition
“People are happy that it willbea
nice, orgamization and  won't
detract from the neighborhood
We prefer not to go through the
pertod of construction, but hope-

Dr. Silver uses one of the new

i h
microp

ecently i lied
in every classroom to compete
with constuction noise
windows that  are  direetly
vxposed to the construction site.
It is uncertain what will become
of the windows on the side of
SCW that will potentiaily be
blocked by the new building.
Rosengarten mentioned an
carly January meeting  with the
Deans and the faculty to alk

affects  sanity”  said  Shira
Markowitz, SCW *98

Susan Jacobs

Executive Editor
| ~Yulie Stern Joseph is
l adamant that her new

teaching and counsel-
ing position at Lincoln Square
Synagogue is a unique way for
women to participate in syna-
gogue life and is not designed to
be a stepping stone to having
women in the Orthodox rab-
binate. Press coverage, beginning
a month before Stern Joseph
assumed the position, has cast
her role as a revolutionary step in
an arena always closed to womnen.

"“The services I will be pro-
viding have always been avail-
able," she said. "The only thing
that is significant is that now they
are formalized in one position
and receiving a salary."

Critics on the left, who
advocate having women in the
rabbinate, and on the right, who
see any official synagogue posi-
tion given to a woman as a step
away from tradition, have raised
controversy about the role.

Stern  Joseph's job will
involve teaching a weekly class,
holding weekly office hours

However, the question still
remains as to why YU did notl
purchase this picce of property.
Rosengarten stated that it was “a
question of money and what you
have to spend at the time. Years
Before Opus Dei bought it, it was
available to anyone who could
shelt out the money. The reason
they got it was because they were|
willing to pay a high amount of
money. quickly.”

when congragants can consult
her, visiting female hospital
patients  and spending  one
Shabbat a month at Lincoln
Square Synagogue. The position
is designed to serve the needs of
women who may be uncomfort-
able approaching a rabbi about
personal “issues.  Sometimes
women have personal marital
questions or ar¢ more comfort-
able asking questions one-on-one
rather than in a large class, said

Female Synagogue Interns
Explain Positions are not

Stern Joseph. She will be a

friendly, approachable person to

consult.

"1 feel it's very important
that rabbis remain rabbis," she
said. Her position creates a
uniquely female role - one that
will complement but not imitate
the rabbinic role. “I'm davka
(specifically)making a women's
role," she said. "If in any way this
position was pushing the bound-
aries of halacha, I wouldn't do it.”

Stern Joseph has not
sought out media attention. News
of the position led reporters to
her-not the other way around. "I
just want to do my job," she said.

If the name Stern rings a
bell, it's no coincidence. Stern
Joseph's grandfather, the late
Max Stern, founded SCW back
in 1954. "It has always been
inspiring for me that my grandfa-
ther pioneered higher leaming
for Jewish women," she said.
While Stern Joseph did not
attend SCW-she went to
Midreshet Lindenbaum and then
Barnard College-her position

may scrve as a role model for

SCW students and other young
women who would like to pursue
careers in Jewish communal ser-
vice.

Stern Joseph noted that
friends of hers who wanted to be
involved in Jewish communal life
have instead sought careers in
other ficlds. She hopes her posi-
tion and others like it will provide
avenues for women committed to
teaching Torah.

She sees her rote as "an

see Female Interns, page5
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continued from page 4

opportunity to teach the community Torah
and not a formal role of leadership.”

Stern Joseph is currently a member of
the Drisha Institute’'s Scholars Circle. The
intense program concentrates on gemara in
the morning and halacha (Jewish law)in the
afternoon. She is also working towards a
Ph.D. in Medieval Jewish History from
BRGS. She was recently selected to receive
the Wexner Foundation Graduate Fellowship.
The fellowship is awarded to students pursu-
ing full-time graduate studies leading to
careers in professional Jewish leadership.

Sharona Margolin Halickman, SCW
'95, recently assumed a similar role at the
Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, where Rabbi
Avi Weiss officiates.

"Women can do a lot of things rabbis do
without being a rabbi," said Halickman. Her
resnonsibilities include teaching a seven-
week basic Judaism course, delivering a

weekly parsha shiur, visiting patients in near-
by Monefiore Hospital and residents of the
Hebrew Home for the Aged and providing
counscling and moral support for congre-
gates, usually women, who have various con-
cerns related o Judaism and Jewish practice.
Her role is different from Stern Joseph's
in that she will also introduce the weekly
Torah portion from the Hebrew Institute's pul-
pit, which is in a neutral area of the sanctuary,
not the men's section. She will also periodi-
cally deliver sermons from the pulpit area.
Halickman is a participant in Torat
Miriam, a program run by Rabbi Weiss and
Rabbi Saul Berman, promoting Modern
Orthodoxy. Torat Miriam is a group of ten
women, most of whom work in the Jewish
community or are graduate students of Judaic
Studies, that meets weekly and invites guest
speakers to address issues in Modern
Orthodoxy. Every six weeks, the group dis-
cusses options for female involvement in

Jewish communial service. She s also com-
pleting a master's degree in Jewish Fducanon
from AGS

Previously, she spent a year and a half |

studying at Machon Gold in Iseacl before
atiending SCW.

Halickman taught briefly at two cle-
mentary schools, but "I felt my talents
weren't being maximized as much as they
could be,” she said. In addition to her new
role at the Hebrew Institute, Hatickman has
also had the opportunity, to work as a Judaica
coordinator for the Hebrew Home for the
Aged. This is the sort of position only recent-
Iy made available to Orthodox women

Since she accepted the Hebrew Institute
position, "There has been a very good
response. People feel comfortable coming up
to me because they know I'm not a rabbi," she
said.

New Student Directory Sparks Dispute

Leslie Ginsparg
Editor-in-Chief

new student directory, recently
Adlslributed to RIETS students,
has sparked a controversy

among three student councils.
Leaders of both SCWSC and YCSC are
disturbed by SOY's distribution of a student
directory to RIETS students. The 15 page

directory-is composed of a condensed form of

the phone lists from the SCWSC/YCSC fund-
ed Guide 1o the Perplexed. The Guidg lists
information for any member of the YU -
munity who fills out the appropriate form,
including a RIETS student.

In past years, complimentary copies of’

the Guide were distributed to RIETS students
along with undergraduates. This ycar howev-
er. SCWSC and YCSC determined that SCW
and YC student activities fees should not pay
for the extra printing costs required to supply
approximately 200 RIETS students with
Guides. RIETS student activities fees are con-
trolied by SOY. The undergraduate student

councils gave SOY the option of contributing
funds to print copies for RIETS students, but
SQY declined.

YCSC had extra copies of the Guide
and were planning on selling those copies to
RIETS students. But SOY obtained the disk
with the Guide's directory information and
made up their own list. which they distributed
to the RIETS populaton free of charge.
Although it is not certain how SOY came into
possession of the disk. both sides agree that
SOY gained access through tegal means. SOY
used only the directory information. not the
sections.on campus and New York City life.
which are also included in the Guide

It 1s not lost sales money at the point of

this dispute. "The issue came down to a fact
of method and the way it seems." said Sruli
Tannenbaum, YCSC President.

Tannenbaum stressed that YCSC had
asked SOY to become involved in the Guide's
production. This was not a situation where

"YCSC was holding back the Guide and SOY

came to the rescue.”
YCSC and SCW had no problem with

SOY making their own copies of the Guide,

. they were concerned that they were not asked

for permission. The two councils felt that as
they were responsibie for compiling the stu-
dent directory, SOY should have asked their
permission to reprint the information con-
tained in the Guide's database.

"[t's one thing to get a job done. its
another thing to do it in a backhanded hush
hush way."” said Hannah Shonfield. SCWSC
President, "It took away the team aspect that
gocs across the lines of the different student
councils.”

SOY does not feel they acted in a sur-
reptitious manner. "My inlention was to
improve campus life for 200 students.” sud
Menachem  Luftglass,  SOY  President
Without the Guide, RIETS students were
unable to contact their peers. SOY supplicd
them with phone numbers. “If it's my tault
that I made life casier for 200 guys. that
should be my worst problem. my worst fauh
as an organizational leader.” said Luftglass.

Students Present During Armed Robbery

The new system includes

continued from page 1
resume. They were on their way
out when the three robbers
entered the store. Ochs attests
that the moment she saw the men,
she knew something was wrong.
But Ochs and Strauss were
unable to exit before the men had
surround the store, pulled out
guns and motioned for everyone
to get down onto the floor.

The robbers gathered ail
the customers into one area and
had them lay down facing the
floor. They distributed handcuffs
and had the customers attach
themselves to each other, form-
ing a line. They did not bring
enough handcuffs for everyone
present. Ochs and Strauss, along
with. one other customer,
remained without handcuffs.

The men asked customers
to give them their belongings.

" Ochs lost two gold rings and a

wallet. The wallet contained few
dollars, but held Ochs's credit
cards and her student 1D, which
has her social security number
displayed on the front. They
asked Strauss for her student 1D
as well, telling her they wanted to
know who she was and be able to
track her down.

After taking their belong-
ings, the robbers moved the cus-
tomers and employecs into differ-
ent locations, none of which
would have a clear view of the
door. The handcuffed customers
were placed in a bathroom toward

the back of the store. The three
remaining customers, Ochs and
Strauss included, were led to the
basement. They were told to lie
down on the floor and not to
move. The robbers placed objects
on top of them, so they would
hear noise should any one of
them try to stand.

Ochs and Strauss remained
in that position for an undeter-
mined amount of time, before an
employee informed them it was
safe to get up. *

The phone line had becn
cut, but an employee was able to
catl the police from the payphone
in the store. The police ques-

tioned everyone present and com-
piled a list of what was missing
The total amount stolen was
$2000. including money from the
cash registers, the store safe and
customer's belongings. Police
were unable to lift any finger-

prints from the crime scene and
have not made any arrests. 17th
Precinct Detective Foley, the offi-
cer in charge of the case, stated
that the investigation is still
active and that he has no com-
ment on the status of the case at
this time.

In terms of security,

-Kinko's was ill equipped to han-

dle such a situation. At the time
of the robbery, therd were no
cameras or alarms in place.
Within a week, a new security
system  was installed in this
branch, and similar systems wilt
be 1n place at every Kinko's in the
New York area by early February.

16 surveillance cameras and a
panic alarm system. In addition.
after 7PM. a door enunciator.
which informs employees when-
ever someone enters the store. s
activated. After 11PM, the front
door is magnetically locked
Employees will be able to evalu-
ate people at the door before
allowing them to enter.

"This was the first such
incident, I think, in the history of’
Kinko's," said store General
Manager, John Crant, "that's why
they [Kinko's corporation] rcact~
ed so strongly and got us con-
nected within a week."

Ochs and Strauss have
given up any hope of seeing their
‘befongings again. Instead they
are concentrating on putting the
cvent out of their minds, and get-
ting their lives back to normal. "1
have been working hard to make
sure it doesn't affect my Qaibly
fife,” said Ochs. "but i find
myselt looking over my shoulder

and [ won't go w a'store late at -

night. You don't have.a sense of
security anymore and the fact that
they are out there doesn't help
any.”

Campus News
from around the
country

{U-Wire)

arvard undergrad-
uate students
voted to reinstate

grapes as part of their fruit
choice in the Harvard dining
rooms. The Harvard Dining
Services had boycotted seiling
grapes on campus to protest the
treatment Latino farm workers
have been receiving.
Incidentally, seven percent more
undergraduate studenis voted in
the grape referendum than for

last  year's  Undergraduate
Council presidential elections.
- Harvard  Crimson,

Harvard Umversity

dentification numbers
Itk)r students studyving
mn Wake Forest
University  were  acadentally
released over the Internet for an
unknown amount of time. The
identification numbers are used
to keep track of the cxpense
account and meat plan of every
student at the university. The
ulitch has since been remedicd
- Old Gold and Black.
Wake Forest University

esidents  of the
Lniversity of
Connccticut's

Alumni Quadrangle discovered
that mtercoms conldining hs-
tening feature were placed in the|
various dormitory hallway ceil-
ings. The intercom can pick up
regular conversations as well as
any music playing on the floor.
The intercoms are used to
announce blocked cars. program
and emergency announcements
and for R.As wishing 10 inspect
the goings and comings of a par-
ticular room. The university
claims that the intercoms "are
necessary for safety precau-
tions.”

- The Daily Campus,
University of Connecticut

freshman from the
University of
Wisconsin, thrown

from the ninth floor down aj
garbage shoot as part of a
Halloween prank, is expected 1o
rcco»pr and return ':0 the univer-
sity. The eighteen vear old boy
broke severad bones and.was in a
coma q'nu] the last wack of
November. Uh'ncrsu) pokiee are|’
i1l badlad by the incider. -
. ‘Badger  Herald}?
University of Wisconsin™




Dangerous Dieting

Rachel Linsider
Features Editor

hact sl Young girls e more
Alnad of becommg fat than thoy are of
nuelear wat caneer, of fosig ther parents
SFact 320 \norevi bas the hghest
Mottt e of any pay et dugoosis
Spact #3: Guls Joevelop catng and
el e problems betore drug or aleahot
problems; there are drug and aleohot pro-
wrants w0 almost every sehool. but no eat-
g disorder progras
hy s thes clearly detn-
mental problem not taken
ax senoush as drags or
aleohal? Perhaps at 1s because dict and
wetght loss and the wlea of the “perfect
image” has become s aceepted moour
Vestern Culture. Just walk through the
checkout aisle at any local supermarket
The cover of Januan's Reader's Digest,

one of the most frequently read magazines
wnothe Untted States, declares, "New
Secrets: The Winning Dicters.” Or. take 2
look at Woman's Day. another magazine
obviously frequented by women. 1ts cover
shouts, "Lose Weight! Five, Ten, Twenty
Frve Pounds! Our basiest Diet Eyer!™ Just

szine, that caters to
lers, from early
adoteseent girls o middle aged women,
clams that they have found the ulumate
diet, This all stems feom the reality that the
meda has placed a picture of the pertect
body t the minds of American women
Anything less is unacceptable. Everyone
wants to look like Cindy Crawford and
many Wil take whatever measures neces-
sary to<dchieve this “perfection.”
Hence. the diet craze.

Dieting at SCW

Students at SCW know this craze
very well. and only some have realized that
it can get out of hand. Diets, such as the
Atkin Diet - consumption of enly protein,
or the Hollywood Diet - consumption of
only one food group per day, can result in
a lack of necessary nutrition that enables
one 10 properly function. However, to
many, this does not matter. The pressure to
be thin is so strong that many lose sight of
the importance of nutrition. The conversa-
tions that take place in the cafeteria are
proof of this obsession. “Since I had cere-
al this morning, [ can only eat salad for the
rest of the day." proclaimed one student.
Another anonymous student admitted, "I

about every single

the spectrum of female re

Kaow sometimes 1 don't get enough nute-
fon Bt sometimes, you just have todo
i

Sar SCW 090 sated

Vot of iy friends cat ot we abways talh

Namber

about dicting baen e people whe eat
normally feel gty

But the problem docsn'tjust lte b1 an
Mamy

could be diagnosed s hinvng some tvpe of

occastonal diet af these students

cating disordet
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Sometimes the problem can get so
out of hand, that the destre o be thin can
a Weller, SCW
OR, stated. " have a friend who s border-

result i anorexia

line anorenic. The problem is that people

don't eat properly. Drets where vou onhy

cat one tood group, are dangerous.”

Aporexia  Nervosa  oand T
Conseguences

Anorenia Nervosa, the climeal term
for demvng onesell adequate tood, 15 a

-

14 dress.

fregain it within five years.

standard height-weight charts.

tbutimic.

More Facts and Figures
-The Average American woman 1s $'4", weighs 140 lbs., and wears a size
The"ideal woman" - portrayed by models, Miss America, Barbie dolls |
and screen actresses - is 577, weighs 100 bs.. and wears a size 8.
759 of American women are dissatistied with their appearance.
|-509% of American women are on a diet at/ang( one time.
| Two-thirds of dieters regain the weight within one year. Virtually ali

290% 4 of high school junior and senior women diet reguarly, even though
only between 10% and 15% are over the weight recommended by the

1%, of teenage girls and 5% of college-age women become anorexic or

Yael Berger, SCW '99, commented,
1 know people who have had probiems
with cating disorders. We should have a
nutritionist on tampus. This problem
needs to be dealt with."

Some students have taken the matter
seriously, and visit a nutritionist regularly.
Park Avenue Medical and Nutrition, locat-
ed on Park Avenue, near SCW, is a popular
choice among students. To set up an
appointment, call Kim at 686-0901.

The SCW nurse, Leslie Berger, also
acknowledges the pressures and the dan-
gers students face in regard to their weight.
"Everything on TV is weight loss. We are
all consumed with weight. Especially at
this age, where self image is very impor-
tant, peopte on a whoie don't eat well bal-
anced meals."

refusal to maintain body weight within fif-
teen percent of an individual's minimal
normal weight. While the actual word
means loss of appetite, this is not always
the case. Anorexja-€an also mean that a
person is hungry,(yet will control his or her
eating patterns. }-‘or example, one might
pour a bow! of cereal and milk, but take
such small bites that it will take a few
hours to finish. This way, they will drag
out the eating process without consuming
substantial amounts of food. Another com-
mon practice, among anorexics, is to binge
and then purge. Or sometimes, they will
just starve themselves to the limit.
Common signs of anorexia include
brittle hair and nails, dry and yellow skin,
depression, and a constant chill. Among
women, amenhorrhea, the absence of at

least three menstrual cyceles, can ocew
Long term and termimal effects melude
damage to vital organs, such as the heart
and hrasn, Anorexi Kills up 1o six pereent
of its vichims

Jennufer Fhndman,
Administrator at the Center for the Study

Progriam

of Anorexia and Bulimia, states that there
are other factors, i addition o the nflu-
ence of our Western Culture which posits
that being slim is a must. "The origin [of
anorexi], which starts from carly to mid-
dle adolescence, temrds to be based on
underlying issues - substance abuse. phys-
ical abuse, alcoholism, or trauma that
manifests itself fater on.” The center where
Hindman works is avatlable to the public.
“Anyonc can come in and set up an
appointment for intake, where we find out
what their issues are. This is an out-patient
clinic. If they need to be hospitalized, we
recommend an in-patient facility where
there are doctors on hand all the time. But
here, we cater to people who are at a point
where they can come n once or twice a
week for therapy."

There are other programs and asso-
ciations, such as The American Anorexia
and Bulimia Associations or The Eating
Disorder Resource Center, that deat specif-
ically with anorexia.

Since cating disorders are so com-
mon among women, it is only natural that
SCW face these issues as well. It is impor-
tant that students become more aware of
the risks they face. The week of February
23, is National Eating Disorders
Awareness Week. The possibility of SCW
becoming involved is presently being dis-
cussed. An anonymous student stated, "1
never realized how unhealthy I was, until [
got help. It is an important issue that
everyone should know about. | don't even
want to think about what could have hap-
pened had my situation gotten worse.”

Numbers to Call:

American Anorexia and Bulimia
Association 212-891-8686

Center for the study of Anorexia and
Bulimia 212-595-3449

National Association of Anorexia
Nervosa and Associated Disorders 1800-
950-NAMI

Eating Disorder Resource Center
212-989-3987

*1996 Council on Size & Weight
Discrimination, Inc., PO Box 305, Mt
Marion, NY 12456, 914-679-120

Slur Against Rabbi Lamm Provokes Response

Susan Jacobs

Executive Editor

he harsh criticism
I hurled at Rabbi Dr
Norman Lamm at

the Agudath lsrael's annual con-
vention has sparked controversy
and condemnation m the Yt
community. Rabbi Elya Svei.
Rosh Yeshiva of the Yeshiva of
Philadelphia. called Rabbt Lamm
a "Soneh Hashem." a G-D-hater,
wnan address at the convention in
Noverber,

"1 think that people should
Rabb and the
dah, aindicating that at is a
chilul Hashem to speak Irhe that
about a Rav  and  taimud
chacham.”  suid  Rabbi Saul
Berman. "It's unacceptable. There
shoutd be anapology.”

wrile o Svei

“People are operating on
perceived notions of what s

appropriate to hate,” said Rabbi
Shlomo Hochberg, Mashgiach
Ruchani of SCW. “Our focus
should be on loving Jews.
Period."

According to an account in
the December 5, 1997 issue of
Yated Ne'eman, the insult was
delivered in the context of a quote
from Rabbeinu Yona (Shadrei
Teshuva 3:160) that say§ that
those who oppose Torah scholars
hate G-D. Members of Agudath
Isracl, who would not go on
record. asscrted that the statement
wis not meant to be a personal
assault, but a criticism of Rabbi
Lamm's behiefs and actions,

The actions in question are
Rabbi Lamm's support of a
Conversion bifl drafied by a
group of rabbis, including repre-
sentatives from the Conservative
and Reform movements, in a

committee headed by Israeli

Finance  Minister  Ya'acov
Ne'eman.
Agudath Israel opposes

cooperation with Conservative
and Reform leaders that could be
misconstrued as validation of
their beliefs.

The actual conversion bill,
referred to as the “Compromise
Plan," would require a two-step
process for conversion appli-
cants. First, applicants would
appear before a screening com-
mittee composed of rabbis from
Orthodox, Conservative and
Reform Judaism, under the aus-
pices of the Jewish Agency for
Israel. The rabbis would decide if
the applicants should be approved
for conversion. 1f approved, can-
didates would undergo conver-
sion according to the dictates of
halacha, performed by Orthodox

rabbis.

Rabbi Lamm supported a
similar plan several years ago. He
views the “compromise” as a
political statement rather than a
religious one. The conversion bilt
“involves absolutely maintaining
the standards of halacha," said
Rabbi Berman. "The language
used suggests a halachic compro-
mise. There is no halachic com-
promise. Rav J.B. Soloveitchik
said it is appropriate to engage in
projects  [with  Reform  and
Conservative leaders] for the
benefit of the people.”

The conversion bill became
an  issue  last  year  when
Conservative and Reform leaders
lobbied in Knesset for legal
recognition of non-Orthodox

conversions. While no previous.

faw had assigned conversion
specifically to the Orthodox rab-

binate, the status quo had been
that ail religious affairs were
under the jurisdiction of the
Orthodox rabbinate. The action
by the Conservative and Reform
came as Orthodox leaders asked
that the status quo be made into
law, effectively banning non-
Orthodox conversions in srael.

Currently, as in previous
years, Jews converted by
Conservative or Reform rabbis in
the Diaspora are allowed to enter
Israel with the support of the Law
of Return.

The recent controversy
spawned campaigns by
Conservative and Reform Jews in
support of religious pluralism in
Israel. Secular media in the
United States vilified the Israeli
Orthodox rabbinate for not coop-
erating with non-Orthodox lead-
ers, and for being intolerant,
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Rena Krakowski
Observer Staff Writer

hen Mrs. Judy Bamberger hurried

into the fourth tloor classroom

halfway through a final examina-
tion to answer students’ guestions concerning her
test, it didn't-occur to her to introduce herself to the
proctor who had been administrating the exam. She
walked up and down the aisles, whispering to stu-
dents bent over exams. The proctor quickly
approached her and admonished her for the serious
infraction of cheating - how dare she walk around
and give out answers during a final exam?

Even with being mistaken for a student,
Bamberger enriches the SCW staff. She brings with
her a sense of well-roundedness: now in her fifth
year of teaching at SCW, she teaches a course in
Tanach and a course in neuropsychology. She holds
a BS in pre-med from SCW, an MA in Tanach from
Revel, and is now in her third year of a PsyD pro-
gram in clinical neuropsychology at Ferkauf
Graduate School. In addition, she spent a year
studying in Israel at Michlelet Orot and also bene-
fitted from learmning under Nechama Leibowitz for
half a year in Israel and during several other extend-
ed visits to Israel.

Bamberger's education has been well assimi-
\aied. demonstrably affecting her teaching. Stop one
of her students in the hall and among the first adjec-
tives she'll use to describe her are "intelligent” and
“knowledgeable." as did Shelly Licbggman, SCW
99, and flanit Benjamin, SCW '98. Buf'it 1s also
apparent to the class that the knowledge Bamberger
imparts 1o students is 2 meaningful part of her. not
merely irrelevant information. Regarding a course
on Women in Tanach, one student explained. “It's
obvious to the whole class how interested [Mrs.
Bamberger] is in the learning of Tanach on a deep
level. You can sec that she [teaches| becausc she
loves it." Commenting on Mrs. Bamberger's lively
teaching style, Licberman remarked, "There's a lot

of participation - {Mrs. Bamberger's| sharp and ana-
Iytical approach keeps people interested in the sub-
ject matter.”

1t is no accident that she 15 so successtul. She
is no stranger to teaching, having taught throughout
the past ten years at Bruriah and Central High
Schoals and having served as assistant principal in
Bruriah. Of all her teaching experiences, however,
she enjoys SCW the most. She particularly rehishes
encountering her previous teachers and educators,
such as Dr. Blau, Dean Bacon, Dean Orhan. Dr
Dobin and Rabbi Kanarfogel. She cherishes her
SCW students because they are intelligent and
eager to fearn.

The feeling is mutual; Bamberger's students
are a receptive audience for whom her enthusiasm
does not go unnoticed. Bamberger explained that
she finds the Nevi'im Rishonim (early prophets), for
example, "exciting and compelling,” so it is no sur-
prise that students glean from her classes an excite-
ment for Torah. Bamberger puts forth incredible
effort to come to SCW; she has found valuable time
from among her many responsibilities to teach here.
even to the extent that she took oft two mornings a
week while serving as assistant principal at Brunah.
Explained Bamberger, "I'm the happiest person to
teach at Stern - 1 love it, and 1 wouldn't give it upt”

It was during her years at SCW that
Bamberger discovered her passion for working with
people in fhe role of educator. Through kiruv (out-
reach) and leadership programs such as the Yeshiva
University Seminars, NCSY. and B'nei Akiva.
Bamberger found that she trulv enjoved teaching
Benjamin. who took onc of Bamberger's first Judaic
. commented that she thought she
“definitely encourages beginner students to look
into Judaism.” Concerning Bamberger's Women in
Bible course, in which Benjamin is currently
enrolled. Benjamin believes, "Everyone should take
it - it's a great class. The class is appropriate for
Stern. and Mrs. Bamberger is the perfect person for
the course.”

Miriam Rosenblatt
Ohserver Staff Writer

cleome to the
digital ape they
are always talk-
ing about on TV. - "Welcome!

books on the computer, and of
course, the computer s fast
becoming our mian means of
communication with people as
far away as Mongohs and as
close to home as our own room-
mate. 1115 obvious that email and
on-hne ‘chatting’ are dramatically
changing the way we interact
with one another. They especially
scem to be changing our cross-
pender relationships. But are
those changes for the good or for
the bad?

Click here to see the "pro’
side. “click >

No one can deny that ematl
is an casy and convenient way for
two people to relay information
How else can you get past busy
signais and high local phone
charges? Just keep checking your
email between each class, and
you can stay on top of things. [f |
think of something to say to you
at 3am, [ can email you. If you
are there, you will email back and
tell me what you think. f you're
not, my message will be quietly
waiting when you log on for the
first time that day, somewhere
right after negel vasser. ~giggle~
Email features a very suc-

cinct style of communication
Phone calls reyuire the mceties of
conversation. But when all you
really need s a VJimmy, SPAM van
-Regia” you don’t want o be
making small talk. People have
become used to the grammancal-

email; it becomes even more con-
venient for those of us who can
NEVER figure out what to say on

We have music on the computer, .

ly incorrect. shortened jargon of

The Male, The Female, The Email

answering maching messages

Also, the beauty of typing
nstead of talking 1s that external
charactenistics are not distracting.
fle won't notice your stutter
because you don't type that way.
She won't see that he's nervous
because she can't see him, period
Awkwardness s reduced drasti-
cally by emaihing or “instant mes-
saging.” There are simply some
men and women who are not
accustomed to speaking wath
those of the opposite sex. and
using emarl communication can
help them overcome this prob-
lem. And on email, there s never
any fear of having somcthing
stuck 1n between vour tecth

Follow this Tink for the
down side “click -

To say the least. using a
modem as your prime vehicle of
communication hardly has that
personal touch. Not to use a dirty
word. but it sort of takes the
romance out of things. No
skewed handwriting in a tornd
paragraph, no emotion in the tone
of voice. | could type the words,
"I could die!" and you wouldn't
know if I meant it in a 'like, for
sure' way or if it was a reference
to my current physical state
<)’k> Thus too, email is casily
misinterpreted. Because of the
sbeeinet style mentioned above.
people may wnite too httle orin
way that doesn't fully express the
desired idea. Hurriedly senbbie
the wrong thing. and much dam-
age can result. Sure. he spelfed
your name wrong - but was it
because he was ina hurry or
because he really doese't care? A
relationship s hard enough as i
[RY

Email is an addictive medi-
um as well You might stay up on
the phone one night out of six ull
all hours with a good friend. but
how much time do we squander

see Email Dating, page 9

Second Class Citizens

continued from page 1

puts themn at a greater advantage. Perhaps a
SCW student would be closed out of 2
class sooner than a student at YC would be
closed out of a simiar one.

At SCW, 19 classrooms hold
between 30 and 45 students, onc holds a
maximum of 50 and three hold a maxi-
mum of 60 students. In YC, 32 classrooms
hold between 30 and 45 students, about 14
of them hold under 30 and nine can hold
over 45 students. Relative to the size of
each student body, classroom size seems to
be consistent m both YC and SCW. For this
reason, it is hard to attribute a greater num-
ber and variety of courses to simply having
more square feet available. In fact, it is
often the case that while actual room size
can accommodate a set maximum number
of students, professors might limit the
number of students accepted in to their
class for other reasons. Limitations of this
kind would be consistent in both schools.
Still, as explained by Jesse Schulder, SCW
2000, "students often face frustrations of
being closed out of classes too quickly
because of limited space.”

One must note though, that a solid
and conclusive comparison between facili-
ties and the availability of courses at SCW
and at YC is hard to draw. Certain course
requirements such as English composition
must be taken for two semesters by a2 YC

student, while it need only be taken for one
semester by a student at SCW. Credit val-
ues for certain courses also varies between
those offered in YC and those offered at
SCW. For example, certain art and speech
courses which are worth three credits in
SCW are worth only two credits in YC.

As explained by Dean Ethel Orlian,
Assistant Dean, SCW, the number and
variety of courses offered is based largcly
on the needs and requests of the students
and attempts at a comparison between
those in YC and those in SCW would be of
little meaning. She stated that "We have to
ook at who we are, see what it is that we
need, what will enhance our programs and
achieve our goals." As noted by Jenny
Breitbart, a SCW ‘2000, if a SCW student
should feel at a disadvantage in any area,
she should pinpoint the area of concern.
Efforts to improve the specific concern
should be made independent of a compar-
ison to YC.

Atlempts to accommodate the acad-
emic requirements of all SCW students
reach beyond the actual course listing,
Dean Orlian explained. For example, SCW
is willing to pay for students to take up to
12 credits for certain shaped majors at
other institution$ such as FIT.

Another important issue which per-
tains to student’s academic opportunities is

that of library facilities. The hibrary pro-
vides students with resource materials as
well as study areas. The Hedi Steinberg
Library at SCW contains three study
rooms, about 45 empty study carrels and
59 additional seats. Uptown, while there
are no study roorms, there are 134 empty
study carrels and 220 additional s
between both the Pollack and Gottessman
libraries. But these libraries are used by
graduate as well as YC students.
Partly due to the vast difference in
size between these libraries, there is also a
significant difference in the number of
books and resources that each contains
SCW students however, are offered full
access to the YC libraries, as noted by
Dean Pearl Berger, Dean of Librartes. She
explained that SCW students for example,
have the option of having books ordered
for them from the YC  lbrary.
‘Transportation is also provided to take
SCW and YC back and forth 1o their
respective campuses. This too enables stu-
dents of each school to benefit from each
other's library assets.
While these options are available to
SCW students, they tend to be inconve-
nient. It usually takes between two and
sthree days to have a-book delivered from
uptown. In addition, while the first van
leaves from YC to SCW at 4:15pm, the

ats

first van from SCW to YO does not leave
untit 7:00pm

Edith Lubetski, Head librarian at
SCW, explained that certain book collec-
tions exist at each of the libranes with a
“focus on different clientele.” For exam-
ple. Lubetski has developed a women's
studies collection, particularly Jewish
women's studies. (YC students also have
access to these books).

Librarians at the SCW library have
noted that overcrowding in the libraries.
especially during finals time, has been a
significant issue of concern for quite a
while. in an attempt to accommodate the
students, classrooms have been made
available for students to study in at this
time. As noted by Dean Pearl Berger. the
Y library does not tend to be overcrowd-
ed. .

In noting various facets of SCW and
Y, each school clearly has its individual
advantages. As emphasized by Dean
Qrlian however, a SCW student feeling
like a “second ¢ citizen”, relative 1o a
YC student, should fecus o}_x improving the
specific issue Qfﬁoncem and bring it to the
attention of an app,ropi:i'a!c faculty member.
to handl'it. If issties of concern are raised
in a constructivé manner, then they will.
resolved more efficiently. -
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Who are the People in Your

Neighborhood?

Gila Rosenthal
Observer Statt Wrer

Ricarde Hernandes:
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TORAH SEMINAR

America, but they refuse "lhey
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of the da wirks can beseen

Hooding s tables, cating trosen

vogurt and ¥
drinkimg cofiee guage. Here u Course Rabbi Yosef Blau Tapx. Rtlann‘ to the Jewish Woman
At the center of would be too dit- #001 Rabbi Yaacov Neubarger A survey of halakhic and hashkafic i lss\‘;cs r\elannb w the
his - ficult - they 9:45- RKRabbi Michael Rosenzweig Jewish wornan. This course will provide a unique
this operation b 10:30 Rabbi Yonason Sacks opportunity to listen to, and ask questions of, some of
stands Ricardo, don't understand Rabbi Hershet Schachter the leading Torah scholars of our day.
servine us our Enghish." So he Rabbi Mordechai Willig Each lecturer will defiver @ unit of fwo classes.
lisagna,  and sends them Course | Rabbi David Pahmer Basar B’Chatav: A Study of Principles and Applications
tater our chick- money and #002 An advanced text based course tracing the development
N s 10:35- of topics, including wam K'ikar and ze‘ah, from the gemara
en. Without tam N ! 1120 1o the contemporary \Practical issties refating to
and his co-work- Meanwhile, he kashering, microwsves ind dishwashers will be addressed.
s, SCW says, he enjoys
ers, SCW would | . ! h> . Course | Rabbi Etan Orlian Tehillim and Tefilla: Poctry in Prayer
probably bave to wing o on s #003 An analysis based on dieval and v
close up shop own n 10:35- sources of selected mizmorim and their role in Jewish
i . Brooklyn 11:20 history from the time of Dovid Hamelech .mhcpmemdzy
X Ricardo W . Porticiponts are encouraged to bring a complete Tanach
was  born in hen 20 cach session.
Mexico ; asked about his 2, .
Meico - and favorite part of Course | Rabbi 2vi Solialofsky Halakhas of Food Preparation for Shabbas
came to K #004 Amomughprescul:mofdwmmrehnngmchc
America fwen- his  job, he 11:25 prepa m o of food on md“ includi hammg, s
five ears immediately 12:10 i h k <l
ty-five - vears ’ § will focusond)em\derlymghahkhmpnnclpahmd their
ago: he set up says. "the peo- practical application.
house in ple.” He likes |
Brooklyn  and being able 1o COURSE DATES: February 1. 8, 15, 22 « March 1, 8, 22,29 * April 5, 19,26 * May 3 bicn sakxa]
> cal with s Mndllsv\bmlyun-,\ﬁxlld:yofkamnlg(lno&ﬁrm) i
deal  with  so TUMOR: $100 per course, $225 far all three courscs STUGENT DISCOUNE: 50% per course e

i has been rewid- —
ing there ever He always asks what else we

683
o
- For more information, call the Dept. of Synagogue Servioes st (212) 613-8300.

many  students Yoo e

Interestingly, this

since.  Ricardo want. Read about the things

quickly vot Ricardo wants.
imvolved in the

kosher food industry. His first

15 also the most
challenging
aspect of his work. "It's not easy
working with, 800, women! You

tob—was th-Brighton Beach. H
worked for fyurteen years in a
kosher restaurant. After  the
owners death,  Ricardo was
emploved in sarious other Kosher
establishments until he came 1o
SCW three vears ago

"This insotution is very
good.” he says about the college.
“I's not easy to find this kind of

have to please evervone. But |
like being sociable. and here |
have the opportunity to deal with
s0 many people.”

So. how does the food herd
compare to the food in the other
places he's worked at? "Kosher is
kosher," he shrugs. But. he says,
the food here is very enjoyable.
So is his service

Next year, thousands of
Jewish students will spend a
year abroad...

BAR ILAN UNIVERSITY
invites you to spend a year at home.

Junior Year of Jewish Heritage

Come make your year in Israel meaningful and worthwhile. The
new Bar-Ilan Junior Year of Jewish Heritage is your chance of a
lifetime to study at a fully accredited, world-class academic insti-
tution, while enriching your Jewish identity. Extensive tours,
ulpan, and volunteer work offered. Option of semester or one
year available.

NEW!!

Pizza Cave
Brick Oven
Pizza

212-874-3700

218 W. 72an St.

(between Broadway & West End)
Hours: 11am - 10pm )
(open late on Wed., Thurs., & Sat.)

Other Study Abroad Bar-Ilan progams include:
International 14 month MBA Program in English
Tochnit Torah V’Derech Eretz for high school graduates
And more...

T FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY

Office of Academic Affairs

91 Fifth Avenue

‘New York, NY 10003

(212) 337-1286 or 1-888-BIU-YEAR
Email: tobiv@idt.net

Internet: www.roxcorp.com/barilan,

GET CREDIT FOR WHAT YOU BELIEVE IN!

WE DELIVER -
10% discount with ad
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Ohnerver

‘Leah Lubetski
Observer Staff Writer

Authors-in-Residence
Program Returns

Tillie Olsen has written
Yonnondio and Silences. -
William Joseph Kennedy

Email Dating

continued from page 7

on emall (illing in half-Triends
with 50 many details of our lives?
It's nice to keep in touch, yes. bl

wedu satd, " can’t andertand 1t
There are a bunch of fukers om
there wha think it's notali nghit o
talk to girls, but then they'll sphit-
sereen message her or ematl her
Jand build a relationship " 1t's a
matter of hypocrisy to use this

Pugre

$ereally bip problon
O Lonrse. there are many
who ol me ey have 1o prob-
fem wath this issue 10y the ult-
male “frunt way o talk o the
opposite pender. they say. very

handy and even s (modesty

won the Pulitzer Prize for hisj not at the expense of everything  form ol commumcation and think  For casual refationships at's very
he C porary novel, I d. clse. Classic example: A boy goes 11 not reably tatking o someone. uncomplicated and safe. for long
I Literature  Class, Arthur Mlller is the famed] Lo [sracl for a visit, and speds a0 As menntioned above. yes - there term refationships., there are hun
twught by Dr. Joanne  playwright of Death of a| few hours cvery night writing s foss physicality mvolsed and dreds of “aceess stones” - peo-
Jacobson, 1is returning this  Salesman, The Crucible, and All]  back 1o the states what he did that yes - s more black and white.  ple who started daung or reafly
semester. The class will feature My Sons. day. He didn't see Isract - he saw  non-emotionad: but it is sull part becione  closer 10 sameonc
"authors in residence," modern This program, sponsored| his computer sereen! People can of a relationship process, Another  throuyh il
authors who will visit SCW. and by the Gottesman family, was a]  substitule the computer for real - SCW student said. "1f you're SternKallah e anl com 1oid
chwach classes $..J; life. While email can” be useful  emailing a person because you  me. “You get 1o know someons
for your self-esteem or comfort  need information. thal's one  wihout the whole facade of the
level, when you come down toat. thing: but 1f you're ematling 4 dating world. It so much easicr
you're hiding behind a big metal  person continuously and you're  and it works a lot of the ume... By
and plastic box. It becomes easy  having this relationship, it's just s now. [ don’t know how anyonc
to maniputate the truth when no  rationalization of something you  got ajong without it”
one can look into your eyes tosee  think is wrong.” Often you'll hear Unfortunately, there are
you squirm. And of course, your  stories of guys and girls who ots of stories of relauonships
real self may not necessarily be  ordinarily won't talk. but f  built on email that ended painful-
represented by the lines you type.  they're on-line at the same time. ly. ¢ven disastrously. "t had a roo-
Click next for more infor-  hey - it's rude not 1o at least say  mate who thought she was going
mation. <click> hi; four hours later - they're sull  to marry some guy she found
There is a concept within  there. "It's a real problem,” anoth-  online. She found out all he told
Orthodox Judaism of putting fim-  er SCW student said, "I mean, it's  her was a lie. and she was
its on the amount of interaction so easy just to get sucked into the  crushed. [t took her months to get
single men and women should whole instant messaging thing. over it It’s a two-sided coin, this
have. Therefore, there are many  Your mind slows down, you're medium of email.
people who will proclaim that pecking away at the keyboard, Like most things. these
they "do not talk to boys” or "will  you don't pay attention to what forms of fast communication
not be friends with a girl" Not  you're saying, and BOOM - next seem to be really beneficial, but
¢ judging the implications or moti-  thing you know, as soon as any- only if used respensibly. Email
" vations of that decision, what's thing happens in your life, you can be wonderful and convenient.
right and wrong in terms of email  just HAVE to get on the comput-  inexpensive and even sweet, like
seems to be a very gray area. er and tell him alf about it. All  when you get a one line email in
SCWstudent7465@anonymous.y  when you don't even talk to boys.  see Email Dating, page 10
Onc in, Yeshiva University
e again, Yeshiva University's
classrooms have the “write stuff.”
¢ WITLe Suuil.
For the second consecutive year, the Gottesman Program — writers to our Manhattan campuses. Collectively, they
for Excellence in Undergraduate Education features pre-  are recipients of some of literature’s and drama’s most
mier literary luminaries as the “Authors-in-Residence” at  prestigious prizes. Each of these guest faculty members
Yeshiva University. Starting February 1, 1998 the series  will offer a lecture, open to the public at no charge. on
‘ will bring some of America’s most intriguing and lauded the date listed below.
E FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE OFFICE OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 212.960-5217.
]
Author of The New York Times’ #1 Author of Final Payment, The Company Kenn 6d
best-seller, The Color of Water, A Black  of Women, and The Rest of Life, and a ) . )
o T . , o Putitzer Prize and National Book
Man’s Tribute to His Jewish Mother Kafka Prize winner L .
Critics Award winner for fronweed
FEBRUARY 1 + 5PM « MIDTOWN CENTER FEB. 22 « 5PM * CARDOZO SCHOOL OF LAW
APRIL 5 + 5PM + MIDTOWN CENTER
Author of My Brother, At the Bottom O'Henry Award winner for Tell Me Legendary Pulitzer and Tony-winning
‘of the River, and Annie John, and a Riddle, and author of The World playwright of Death of a Salesman, . r
Anisfeld Wolf Book Award recipient Made Flesh The Crucible, All My Sons .
FEBRUARY 8 « 5PM » MIDTOWN CENTER MARCH 22 « 5PM « MIDTOWN‘CENTER . . APRIL 28 » T:45PM MIDTOWN CENTER -

Yeshiva University's Midtown Center is located at 245 Lexington Ave. at 35th St. « Cardozo School of Law's Brookdale Center is at 53 H(ﬁn Ave. at 12th S(; .
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DRISHA INSTITUTE FOR

LA
JEWISH EDUCATION

Advancing Women'’s Learning and Leadership

Spring classes in
Talmud, Bible, Jewish Law,
Philosophy and Rabbinics

from beginning to advanced levels

begin Feb. 2nd!

Making summer plans? .
Find out about our

Summer Institutes.

131 West 86th Street, New York, NY 10024
ph: (212) 595-0307 ¢ fax: (212) 595-0679

inquiry®@interport.net

OPCS Hires Two Advisors

Sarah Baich
Observer Staff Writer

offowing the resigna-
tion of its former
career  counselors,

the Office of Placement and
Career Services (OPCS) hired
two new employees to work as
Assistant Directors in QPCS.

Jennifer Berman, a gradu-
ate of Syracuse University,
comes to YU with experience in
screening and employce evalua-
tions from her job in the Human
Resources  Department for J.
Crew and as a recruiter for
restaurant company in New York.
She started working in the
Midtown Center during the third
week of December.

Bob  Bormersbach, - a
Columbia graduate and a Doctor
of Jurisprudence from Rutger's
school of Law, started to work at
YU's Main Campus the same
time as Berman began in

Midtown. Betore coming to YU,
Bormersbach worked as a Legal
Recruiter in a Midtown legal
recruiter firm for three years.

He is "very excited about
YU" and claims that his mission
is to “guarantce graduates the
best possible preparation... and
the most extensive array of pro-
fesstonal opportunities and con-
tacts.” He asserts that in the
course of his job, he must "pre-
serve [the students’] identity and
traditions along with guarantee-

ing full competitiveness in
today's job market.”
Both  Berman and

Bormersbach are happy at YU
and are "impressed by the YU
students.” Berman noted that she

-~ noticed that YU students have a -

"very demanding schedule," yet
are still dedicated to find intern-
ship positions. Bormersbach

“added that the students at YU

“"are bright, articulate... and well
motivated."

Email Dating

continued from page 9

the middle of the day just
because someone was thinking of
you. All in all, it scems to come
down to this: If you're going to
rcach out and touch someone,
just do it; and relish the centuries
old art of conversation. If you
don't have anything to say, if you

- don't want-to-talk to them. turn

off this new idiot box and get on
with your life! It's a matter of bal-
ancing the real. world and this
brave new world of relationships
on-line.
<Click here to log off>
“Goodbye.”

(s

. (o
Stern College for Women Student Council and
Torah Activities Council
Invite you to ....

Featuring: Dr. Norman Lamm
Rosh HaYeshiva,
President of Yeshiva University

FAMILY TIES: RELATING TO YOUR FELLOW JEW
- Tuesday, FEB 3
@8:00 p.m. in the cafeteria

e
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Spring Orientation
For the first time, Spring Semester Orientation was held over two days.
January 18 and 19, not 1o mention a bonus Dougie™s Night. Here are the
highlights:

Above and bottom left: Welcome Back Fxtravagansza held in Koch
Auditorium on January 27.

Bottom right: Dinner for new students following a shiur given by Rabbi
Hochberg on the second night of Orientation

immediate left: New Students socialize outside Sony [max Theatre. awaiting
the movie event.

Events were sponsored by the Office of the Dean of Students and the OfFice
of Student Services. in conjunction with SCWSC. TAC and SSSBSC.

Orientation ‘98 was a blast!
Dougies night was delicious!

dent body thanks the Office
Dean of Students and the
Student Services for their
luing support.

Pl

Keep the fun c”:‘o_ming‘!h |

-




Appreciation for a Good Learning

Experience

On  behalt of the IP
Dunner Political Science Society
and the eight students who repre-
sented SCW on the University of
Pennsylvania  Modet  United
Nations Conference (UPMUNC),
1 would like to extend thanks to
the Office of Student Services.
Without its very generous contri-
bution this event would not have
been possible. The funding alle-
viated a great deal of the finan-
cial burden that a conference of
this magnitude entails.

On UPMUNC, we repre-
sented  the  country  of
Luxembourg. Delegates from
SCW worked on the following
United Nations Committees:
Special Political, Disarmament.
World Health Organization,
Crime Prevention. Organization
for Security and Cooperatior in
Furepe, Human Rights,
Restructuning the UN, and Legal
Through debate and diplomacy.

we represented  Luxembourg's
nterests I many arcas of con-
cern. In doing so, we were able to
umprove  our communication
skills, learn about global issues
and meet college students from
all over the United States.

The learning expericnce
was one that can not be matched
in a classroom. Most importantly,
however, 1 am proud that SCW
was well represented at this inter-
collegiate event. Our delegates
conveyed superb knowledge and
debating skills. while conducting
themselves in a manner befitting
SCW students. It was a true kid-
dush Hashem. We feel a great
deal of gratitude to Student
Services for providing the oppor-
tunity to participate in such an
outstanding program.

Leebie Matlin, SCW '98

President, J.P. Dunner

Political Science Society

The Best Possible Jew

1f someone slapped a mem-
ber of the opposite sex across the
tace, would that be a halachic
problem?  As  good.  frum
Orthodox Jews we should know
the answer to that question. It
must be wrong. Right? Touching
i forbidden. Question answered.

What about another type of
slap across the face. not one that
would inflict any physical pain.
but mavbe ane that could sull
hurt. loshon hara, or even an
"obnoxious” stare are  also
painful slaps whose sting can
sometimes last much longer.

[ came to Stern, and found
some great role models, people
that [ can really look up to. | hope
that maybe by the time 1 leave
Stern, 1 can be as good a Jew as
they are

I suill have my role models,
but at the same time 1 learned that
what you see is not always what
you get

Undergraduates at Yeshiva
University are currently building
two resumes-one for their job and
one for their bashert. Students are
always trying to look their best

. Well, gitls, the long skirts do the

job “and boys. the velvet
yarmulkes telf all.

A young woman, who
wears long sleeves in the heat of
the summer, told a boy, from a
non-Orthodox background. who
was speading Shabbat at Stern
that he was not dressed nicely
enough; that he dudn't even look
Jewish. A voung man, who lets
his tzitzit stick out of his
Hatzolah jacket. is spreading
loshon hara about people he
hardly knows. SOY made bootleg
copies of the Guide! Correct me

it 'm wrong, but 1sn't that steal-
ing? Is it not one of theiTen
Commandments?  Students  of
Yeshiva- I'm shocked

A chilul Hashem can do
more harm than causing a non-
Few 1o look down on us Jews, |t
can turn a fellow few away. That
bov who came for Shabbat, who
had never been in a Jewish school
before. now is serously consider-
mg leaving YU Those rumors
that the young man spread have
caused others to seriously recon-
sider who their role models really
shoutd be.

Of course the problem goes
beyond the institution we attend.
It exists among the politics and
problems going on in Israel. It
exists at major Jewish confer-
ences, such as the Agudath Israel,
where a rabbi accused a fellow
Jew, Rabbi Lamm, of being a
Sonch Hashem, a G-d hater. One
would think that a leader in the
iittra-Orthodox community
should know how to be the best
Jew possible, a true tzaddik.
Well, at least that is what 1 would
think. I don't know. It makes me
wonder who should be the toje”
models for what Judaism is really
all about.

Fortunately, I've learned a
major lesson from all this.
Everyone tries to be the best pos-
sible Jew. However, that attempt
n some cases has been misguid?
ed. If§ not the external appear-
ances that have to be worked on;

it's what is on the inside that real-
ly matters. After all, it is the
essence of a person that is the
true mark one leaves behind.

Jennie Weiss, SCW '99

Obsenver

Fanuary 30, 1998

This is in response to an article by Susan
Jacobs. in the November 19, 1997 issue of The
Observer, which I first had the opportunity to read
this past Shabbos. [ am responding to this article as
the President of America's Nanmies, but more
importantly as the President of the Council of
Professional Nanny Placement Agencies, | am also
volunteering my time to make a presentation to
Stern College students and graduates on the subject
of how to find quality child care. Sadly, I would
expect little return for my business from such a pre-
sentation. for reasons that are explained below.
However, it is more important that people be made
aware of the right way, before they automatically
fall into the traps of the wrong one.

In her article. Ms. Jacobs questions the harsh
criticism heaped upon Deborah Eappen by the pub-
lic. Unfortunately, Ms. Jacobs is aware of the criti-
cism, but fails to understand the basic nature of the
criticism. Ms. Jacobs feels_that the criticism is
directed against Deborah Fappen because she chose
to continue working instead of staying home with
her children. This is only partiaily true. The major
problem with Deborah Eappen is not that she chose
to continue working, but the avenue that she chose
to fill her child care requirements.

Both Deborah Eappen and her husband are
medicat doctors and could well have afforded to
hire properly referenced, screened and even experi-
cnced child care. Instead, she chose to hire
European au pairs that are here in this country on an
educational and cultural exchange program. True as
it is that this is a fiction and even admitted as such
by the au pair agenciesthat ptace these au pairs. this
is still no reason to have hired this type of helip.
Instead of hiring quality childcare, Deborah Eappen
chose to hire help because it was CHEAP rather
than because it was good. Au pairs in general and
from EF AuPair in particular have had-many prob-
lems and the screening is admmed\yffar from thor-
ough

The auv pair from SwitzcrlaLd. who was
charged with burning a baby to death was later
found to have sent in all phony references which
were never checked or verified by the au pair
agency. It is 100 late to wonder why things happen
after they happen.

It is incumbent upon parents who claim that
their chitdren are their most precious possessions to
properly select their childcare from quality sources
and to make sure that the people so employed are
mentally prepared and able to spend full days as a
caregiver.

Au pairs are recruited in Europe and told that
they will be doing "some" minor childcare in
exchange for room, board and some educational and
cultural opportunities. They are legally allowed to
'work 45 hours, but most, such as Louise Woodward,
are worked like slaves as many as 80 hours per
week. They are not supposed to do housekeeping,
cooking, scrubbing and be denied access to a car for
their use in their off hours.

There is an old expression that says "Talk is

Finding Quality Child Care

Cheap.” It is very easy for people to say that their
children are their most important possessions.
Unfortunately, nothing is further from the truth.
People want to drive the best cars, live in the nicest
homes and neigborhoods, send their children to the
best of schools, but regularly deny themselves the
best of care available for in-homie care of their chil-
dren. When you hire a Hyundai to care for your
children instead of a Mercedes, the old adage that
you get what you pay for still applies.

The final comments about Stern College
graduates differing in this area of concern is also a
very sad misconception; not only regarding Stern

graduates, but for the entire Orthodox Jews com-

munity. Jews, and Orthodox Jewish in particular
have the worst possible reputation for the way they
treat their caregivers. As a professional in this busi-
ness, [ can tell you some very sad tales. [ have to
spend a substantial amount of time explaining to the
women who request "not to be placed with a Jewish
family,"” that not all Jews are bad people.

All too often it is the shomer Shabbat family
that calls our agency thinking that the most impor-
tant ingredient in selecting a caregiver for their chil-
dren is how well they clean, how long they will
work daily, and will they work six days instead of
five. Of course, the salary is usually on the fow side
as well. Are there exceptions? Of course there are,
but | am speaking of the long overdue need to
address this serious problem tn the Jewish commu-
nity. For years, I have wished to write letters to the
Jewish Week, Jewish Standard, Baltimore Jewish
Times. etc. However, I am afraid that some anti-
Semite wouid pick up the material and make real
hay with it. | am less afraid in your newsletter. but
perhaps it will do some good if people sce it.

As Jews, we all too often violate the laws
about how to treat our servants and employees when
dealing with domestics of any kind. Jews of course
are no alone, however, it is wrong to think that this
is not an issue for Jewish families in today's world.
Let's not bury this issue under the same blanket that
for so long covered up the existence of domestic
violence and other problems in Jewish homes.

As a Yeshiva College graduate, I am often
ashamed of the calls I get in my office trom fellow
graduates describing jobs which border on inden-
tured servitude. People get the type of child care
they deserve, based on the priority they place on
that care and the quality that they are willing to pay
for and sometimes sacrifice for as well. I strongly
encourage you to address this very important issue,
because the fact is that the vast majority of Stern
College graduates will be in positions which will
require them to find quality care for their children.
As Hillel put it: Im lo acshav ematai - If not now,
when?

Very truly yours,

Robert L. Mark, YC 67

President, Council of Professional Nanny

Placement Agencies

Aviv.

Israel is concerned
at prospect of Iragi
chemical warfare.
Iraq has enough
chemical

weapons to kill

the entire popu-
lation of Tel-

Pope John Paul
II calls for more
freedom in Cuba.

State of the Union
Address focuses

on domestic policy.
President Clinton
makes no reference
to recent sexual alli-
gations.

Recently released
Tobacco Industry
documents reveal a
marketing campaign
directed at teens.
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Student Volces

Kayla Pliskin, Associate Features Editor

Geography Lessons

Icume from Rhode island. Sometimes people ask me if that's in

Long fsland. It's not. ft's not cven in New York Rhode Island is
its very own state. Small - but one of America’s 50 noretheless.

We don't have towering buildings reaching to the sky, or yellow
cabs swarming the streets, or clockwork subways under the roads breath-
ing smoke through grates.

We do have yards around houses with swing sets and sand boxes on
green grass. We have pine trees and maple trees and oak trees and dog-
wood trees. There are flowers, blues skies, and fresh air. We have patient
drivers who wait a full moment after the light turns green before contem-
plating irritation. We have streets named Elmgrove and Hope; and gas
attendants named Ray who know the neighborhood gossip. Our highway
mascot is the Big Blue Bug who is dressed by the local pest controi com-
pany with sunglasses and lemonade in the summer and a scarf and red
nose in the winter. The cows, however, we leave to Connecticut.

The name of my town is Pawtucket. You can tell a foreigner by his
emphasis on the "Paw." Natives know it is pronounced "P'tucket.”

The city next to mine has onc Conservative and three Orthodox
shuls. My town has one shul. Everyone goes these. Men, who may not see
Shabbos as anything more than group meal-time, come to roinyan every-
day and have been doing so for years; they know the prayers by heart.

Everyone participates. We don't have a separate youth minyan from
the regular one. The gabbai of the only minyan is my 13-year-old brother.
The onder Bar-Mitzvah clan makes its appearance after mussaf shemonch
esrei on Shabbos 1o sing Ein K'eilokeinu and Adon Olam. The more expe-
rienced hoys help the littler ones by taching them the words or by it gen-
tle hand around a nervous shoulder. The women prepare the weekly kid-
dush together. I there s a luncheon, everyone helps to serve and clean-

up,

Children are asked o Join the ba'al tokeia when he blows the sho-
far on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur - 1o see it his face gets cod and
count how long he can hold the 1eki'sh gedolah. On Simchas Torah, the
younger children are taught simple dances or car ried within the big circle

Any unknown face is immediately invited for a Shabbos meal

Tt's Rhode Island. t's small. Wilikc it that way.
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LOOK YOUR BEST -
with the only permanent solution
tor the remaval of unwanted haoir.

Speciaolizing in

“Unwanted Facial & Body Halr  ~Bikini Lines & Legs
*Scuipted Eyeorows & Hairline “Underarms

BARBARA LEIBOWITZ, CPE
50 West 34th $t. (McAlpin House)
Diagonally from Macy's

212-239-0783

member
AMERICAN ELECTROLOGY ASSOCIATION
NEW YORK ELECTROLOGY ASSOCIATION
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~ tortabie - permanent results
b physicians
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WITH FIRST TREATMENT

Julie Stampnitzky
Editorial Editor

time of year, to see arti- 1997} The article looks at a vari-

cles in Jewish newspa- ety of mixed marriages. The mag-
pers and magazines on "The azine points out that this year
December Dilemma.” Now, -Jews, Buddhists, and Muslims all
Newsweek has joined the debate  have religious obbervances in the
with a cover story entitled, same month as Christianity's
"Whose Faith for the Kids?: biggest holiday. However, the

Il’s fairly common, this Hard Choices" (December 15,

Mixed Marr‘ages, Holidays, and  author crosses the line between -

il
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Change the Approach to Judaic Studies

hy does everyone close her/his eyes when the issue seems to revolve around the main

idea of this institution known as Yeshiva University? Torah Umadda is a beautiful and

wonderfui principle, a slogan, a lifestyle, and somcthing that YU stands for. It com-
bines two different worlds, two kinds of education,...Very nice. On the surface, everyone is happy.
However, students come to this unique institution from all over the Uinited States, Canada, and sracl.
and some students are from other countries. It scems 1o be great. What's wrong with that” The fact
that students in YU are from all over the world makes it even more popular,

BUT let's face it. Approximately 15% of the students are originally from the former Soviet
Union, where they have been raised according to atheism. some are from lran, where fundamental
Islam predominates; and others are from Poland, Hungary, tithiopia, Syria. Lebanon, and so on. Most
of these people come to YU with very little or no Jewish background, who hape to get acquainted with
Jewish customs and traditions, to reveal their Jewish identity, or, at least. 1o understand what 1t means
to be Jewish. Duc to their upbringing, they have a different set of mind than the American Orthodox
Jews who have spent twelve years in yeshiva and were brought up in religious families This is a key
point: a different set of mind, a different mentality. different setof values.

Fven though we are all Jews and we are ali students of this Jewish Orthadox institution. we are
il different and are on different levels in terms of our background in Jewish fcarning. For some of us.
for example, it's not comprehensible why we need to follow all the details of Halakhah. some of which
seem 1o be "weird”. Why does everybody close his-her eyes on this matter and not want to accept that
approximately 30% of Stern students feel this way”? Don't screan at me und sav that Lam wrong. Why

)

don't we face the issue instead of avoiding it and pretending that eversthing 15 fine

I think that the idea behind the Jewish education should be i spiritual growth of a person und
his her growth as an individual. What happens in Stern with the students w ho come here without prior
introduction to Judaism. in my opinion, i that they take Jewish classes justio fuliilk the requirements
and do not grow spirituatly from the expericnce. When the students come Lo Stern. it taken for grant-
ed that they want to learn Torah since they are committed o Judatsm. Otherwise, why would thes
come here? Right” What if some of them are not sure b what level and where they are, 1 terms ot
religion, and come here to discover more about their Jewish identity and ahout ksl radinens wnd
customs so that they can find their place in the Jew ish community and in the world in general?! What
if, by making decision to study at Stern College. they attempt to determine for themselves what role
Judaism will play in their future lives 2 And what do they find here? A varicty of Jewish courses on
the advanced level, which they are not able to take due 1o lack of knowledge in the arca, and very few
courses on the beginning and elementary levels. Very good professors but whao teach (even on the cle-
mentary tevel), assuming that everybody 1n the class is committed to Torah, follows it accordingly. and
knows well its value.

Well, my question is: Isn't SCW supposed to. not only welcome all the freshmen, but also try to
attract them to Judaism by showing its beautiful values and principles and help them to develop a
sense of pride about their Jewish identity? Not by way of mandatory speeches. but by opening their
eyes to a world full of beautiful values and traditions and inspiring them to learn more in order to pro-
mote their spiritual growth? Isn't it the purpose of the Jewish education offered in Stern?

In reality, what happens is that a lot of those who come to Stern being unsure of what Judaism
is about gradually become totally indifferent to it, or even worse, develop a negative attitude toward
some of its aspects, without fully comprehending them. | think that, if you depict Judaism as the way
of life full of numerous responsibilities and obligations, which don't make a lot of sense to people
brought up in the atheistic society or assimilated culture, the phenomenon that I've just described 15
not surprising.

A different APPROACH is needed toward those who come to YU with little or no background
in Judaism. Furthermore, a variety of courses should be offered on the beginning, elementary. and
lower intermediate levels so that these students could appreciate the world of Torah from different per-
spectives and see how broad it is.

[ also think that a change in the system of Jewish education should be made. 1t would be better
to have less Jewish requircments but have an option to take some Sewish courses outside of the
requirements if they wish to do so. Psychologically. when one knows that something s a requirement.
one often fecls that it is a burden. But when there is no such a requirement. and one is free to take
something one is interested in, one feels more freedom of choice and enjoys the courses more.
Enjoying the Jewish classes can promote the spiritual growth of a person,

journalism and payrush when he writes, “the tradi-
tional Jewish stricturc against intermarriage grew
out of the experience of the Diaspora, ” thereby
ignoring the Torah's warning against intermarrying
with the Canaanites.

“Netanyahu Reasserts lsracli Claim to the
West Bank.” said a ‘New York Times article on
December 22, The Prime Minister's claim was
described as “a salvo in the war of words." One
wonders why the Palestinian’s claim of part of
Jerusalem as their own capital, although the united
city has been Israel's capital for thirty years, is rel-
egated to the last paragraph, instead of being head-
line material. Arafat was quoted as "determined to
free the West Bank from thé claws of Isracli occu-
pation."

Michlalah’s Rabbi Copperman likes to dis-
tinguish between direct and indirect speech in
Chumash. A direct quote- Lavan’s words to Jacob.

for example- 13 not necessartly a true statement

This is certainly the case when reading The Jewis
which regularly allows inaccurate state-
ments by those interviewed to o unchallenged.
For example. the December S issue included an
article on the reaction of Conservative and Reform
leaders to the proposals of lsracl's Ne'eman
Committee concerning mareiages and conversions.
Rabbi Joet Mevers of the Conservative movement
opposed the compromuse plan, which would allow
non-Orthodox rabbis to perform marrages an
Israed if two witnesses from the Rabbinate attend-
ed. He said that "we do it halachically and having-
someone observe us.is cibarrassing.” In fact. the=
representatives are not thege as mere observers, but
as edim 1o the ma'rriagé itselt, which rmiust be wit-
nessed by two observant Jews. Of course, this
interpretatiott might not be any more pleasingito
the Conservative movement ' : <
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sxomething
profound

about Anne Frank's yote
ont the stage of Broadway, Fach audience member 18 a fes-

suill echoing five decades later

tament o the memony of the Holocausty ietims: a protest
agamst the rgnoranee that generated the hatred
) \nne Frank recened a small red-and-whie plaid

chary ax a gttt from her parents on her thurteenth birthday
Her family had moved to Amsterdam already (o eseape
Nazt persecution. Less than a month later. Anne's family
went mnto hiding tn the back of'a warchouse where Otto
Frank worked. Only allowed to keep a fow posessions,
Anne took her diary along and promptly started desenb-
ing what she called the cret Annex” and lite with the
other seven people in hiding with her

Anne kept her diary povate untif one day in 1944,
when she heard a BBC radio broadcast about dianies.
Gernitt Bolkestein. a member of the Dutch government in
exite. announved that he hoped to collect letters, diaries
and other evewitness accounts of the Dutch peopie under
Nazi oceupation o mike public after the war. Anne decid-
od that she would one day publish a book based on her
diary. She began reediting her diary, omitting passages
that she didn't think would be interesting to the public, and
adding new paragraphs from memory. The first, unedited
diary is referred 10 as version A, to distinguish it from her
second, odited diary, version b.

Three days after Anne's last diary eniry. the ecight
people in the Secret Annex were arrested. Miep Gies and

real story," she said. “This isn't something some play-
wright made up. This really happened, Ws important
never to let it happen again." Portman was so determingd
1o retell Anne Frank's story authentically, she even taught
the other actors the Hebrew songs that are sung in the play,
including Ma'oz Tzur. Portman was born in Jerusalem and
Hebrew is her first language.

Portman exudes energy as Anne Frank, alias "Ms.
Chatterbox.” She easily and unpretentiously portrays the
life-loving, mischievous qualitics of Anne Frank, through
her quarrels with her mother, adoration of her father and
infatuation with her first love, Peter Van Daan. The audi-
ence experiences, along with Portman, the terror felt at the
sounds of the screaming air raids, Gestapo sirens and rar-

tling doorknabs to their Secrct Annex. But the audience
also experiences the joy of giving hand-crafted Chanukah
presents to the members of the Secret Annex, the delight
in creating fantasies amidst darkness and the innocence of

Bop Voskujt, the tworsecretartes-v he-worked in the build-
ng. found Ahne's diaries and kept them for safekeeping
during the war.

After the liberation, when the news of Anne's death
was confirmed. Miep gave the diaries to Otto Frank, the. a first kiss.
sole survivor of the group that had hidden together for Mr. Frank, played by two-time Tony and Emmy
over eight years. Otto Frank combined the two versions of award winner George Hearn is the backbone of the ﬁ/e&'\a\
the diaries and came up with a new version ¢, to be pub-  Annex, with his rational, calming effect on all of its| resi-
lished. Since this original publication there have been dents. He acts as the father of the entire group, and his
numerous, expanded and aftered versions of the book, all  authority is final, as he resolves to maintain the humanity
to the affect of the world's most influential testimony by a  of the group. He accepts another member into hiding,
young girl on the nightmare of prejudice, tyranny and wat. insisting that any measure must be taken to save a fife,
Translated into 35 languages, the play offers individuals ~ Although Anne adores him completely, she feels frustrat-
worldwide the opportunity to discover the complexity and  ed with her mother, played by Tony Award nominge
sensitivity of the story of Anne Frank, an adolescent strug- Sophie Hayden, who’seems to constantly compare her
gling to find her own identity in a turbulent and adoles-  with her perfect sister Margot, played by Rachel Miner.
cent world. Mrs. Frank struggles with Anne's moodiness and seeming

Natalie Portman,16, who makes her Broadway disregard for her, coupled with her eventual frustration at
debut in the role of Anne Frank, is familiar with The Diary  the lack of privacy and respect displayed by the other
of Anne Frank. According to The New York Times, members of the Secret Annex.
Portman had read the book at the insistence of her father M. and Mrs. Van Daan, played by Harris Yulin and
during breaks in the filming of "The Professional" "It is ~ Tony, Emmy and. Golden Globe award winner Linda
not a sad book, although the end is tragic, " she said. "It's  Lavin, are the perfect portrait of the self-obsessed, mejo-
funny, it's hopeful and she's a happy person. 1 toved it so  dramatic couple that Anne finds both hilarious and infusi~
much that 1 began keeping diaries." ating. As Mrs. Van Daan warily eyes Anne traipsing

Portman's own great-grandparents and great uncle  around in her own fur coat, she offers a retort for Anne to
were killed in the Holocaust, along with other distant rel-  use when the boys get fresh: "Remember Mr. So-and 50,
atives. According to The Boston Sunday Globe, Portman  remember - I'm a lady.” This play's rendition offers a new
was determined to convey to the audience the reality of ~sympathetic side to the Van Daans that is different from
the play. "1 want the audience to understand the story asa  the original play. Here, they are also lonely and love-

Natalie Portman and George Hearn star in the Broadway production of The Diary of Anne Frank

starved individuals, yelling at each other to ease their frus-
tration. Peter, their son, is played by Tony Award nominee
Jonathan Kaplan. He is the shy teenage boy, embarrassed
by his parents’ outbursts, his adolescent awkwardness and .
mostly his feelings for Anne. In Anne, he finds a compan-
ion to talk to about his fears and hopes, a much-needed
relationship that he has never before experienced.

The last member of the Secret Annex is Mr. Dussel,
played by noted stage and film actor Anstin Pendieton. He
was forced to leave behind his non-Jewish girlfriend in
order to go into hiding, and longs for just one more glance
at her. He shares a room with Anne and learns to deal with
an adolescent girl's need for privacy and attention, and
most of all, nightmares. Being a dentist, he becomes the
doctor of the group, providing the audience with the com-
ical scene of attempting to pull out a tooth of Mrs. Van
Daan's as she flails her arms and screams as if she's being
murdered, only to cause the instrument to be stuck in her
tooth.

The ending of this play differs from the original
book and films, which close with the unforgettable line of
Anne Frank: "In spite of everything, I still believe that
people are really good at heart.” This play adds a quote
from the diary about blind faith being shattered, as well as
Otio Frank's postseript, telling the fate of each member of
the Secret Annex, all killed before the end of the war. The
new ending is not as idealistic but its point is clear. The
tragedy occurred and we cannot forget.

The audience is filled not only with tears and emo-~
tions, but with the sense of continuity, as the set dissolves
into an image of a page from Anne's diary, resounding
across the generations. Through her diary, Anne Frank
managed to Jive as a voice of legacy, encouraging all who
hear it to always remember the life, dreams and tragic
death of a young girl.

The performance schedule for The Diary of Anne
Frank is Tuesday through Saturday evenings at
8p.m.Matinees are Wednesday and Saturday at 2 p.m. and
Sunday 4t 3 p.m. at the Music Box Theatre (239 W.45th
Street). Tickets are $40-$60. Call Tele-charge at (212)239-
6200 or (800)432-7250. The official web site for The
Diary of Anne Frank is at
www.annefrankonbroadway.com.
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The Gap Between the Ideal and
the Real

EADING WEEK (idealisti-
R|cally)...A week of pure intel-
ectual bliss. What could be
more rewarding than an entire week devot-
ed to the deeper exploration of areas of
intrigue? The biology student is given the
opportunity to ponder the mysteries of
life. The history student, through careful
research and analysis, investigates the
secrets of the past. The philosopher
leisurely sifts through the diverse theories
of the great thinkers. Seven whole days to
peruse through all facets of study. Sounds
like heaven for your typical intellectual,
doesn't it?

. READING WEEK (realistical-
Iy)...A hectic week of loads of work. A
time designated for you to finally sit down
and write the three and a half research
papers you've been pushing off all semes-
ter. It's the week for teachers to make up
all the classes they missed, on your time. It
has also become the tradition for biology
tab finals to be given during this week. If
you're school-oriented, perhaps you'll start
preparing for finals and actually catch up
on some reading. If you're family-oriented,
maybe you'll go home for a few da;&v
celebrate Chanukah. If you're just plain
tired, youw'll probably use the time to catch
up on sleep.

READING WEEK
(Zemirastically)...An eternal week of
monotony. Hour after hour, I sit there,
chipping away at a piece of plaster. Chip
afier chip, I patiently wait to see some dent
being made, some sign that progress has
been made. But alas, my prayers are not
answered. The original hunk of plaster
remains in its original state, as it stubborn-
ly refuses to transform into a work of art.

You may wonder what kind of ill-
ness has overcome me - what could possi-
bly make an otherwise same, logical
human being (relatively speaking) go to
war against an inanimate white hardware

pose. You might expect some kind of
breakdown due to the abrupt change in liv-
ing conditions (different country, different
roommates, etc.) but isn't this a little bit
extreme??7?

The truth is, last month in my Studio
Experience class, we began to study a new

{medium. We were given the assignment to

create an "abstract organic sculpture.”
'What this means, I'm not quite sure. First,
'we had to make the mold. Simple, right?
All we had to do was mix plaster and
water and then pour it into an empty
orange juice container. Being a non-con-
formist, I insisted on keeping my mold in
the plaster container. For no particular rea-
son, [ decided that my mold shouid start
off circular instead of rectangular. The
only probiem was when the time came to
remove the mold from the container to let
it cure over the weekend. The container
refused to budge.

1 pulled and pushed, | banged and
tugged, but it was all to no avail. It just
'wouldn't come off. So I tried cutting it off
but the plaster container was made of such
strong plastic that I just couldn't cut

through. And so began my

struggle......Zemira vs. The Plaster.

After returning from the weckend
and then spending hours of torturous cut-
ting and ripping, my mold finally
emerged. Problem - I had no idea what to
do with it. I slowly began shaving away
with the knife. I had no clue where I was
going with it! The professor had suggested
making a clay modetl before starting, but 1
didn't see the point. She didn't want us o]
make a real object - it had to be abstract (a|
concept, | personally, could never under-
stand. Why would I want to spend hours
on something that wasn't even supposed to
look like anything when it was fin-
ished???). 1f 1 made the model, 1 would
have to spend extra time making it, and
then I would drive myself crazy trying to
replicate it. Without a model, I could be!
nonchalant and carefree - whatever would
be, would be! —

So I began shaving away but after
two hours, | began to get bored. It looked
like 1 hadn't even touched itt!! So 1 decid-
ed to develop my own sculpting methods.
I took the block and in one quick plunge,
fiercely threw it to the floor. Wow - art
could be fun!!! ] did it over and over again,|
watching as pieces of the block broke off,
finally transforming from its original
state. | was ecstatic! But my roommates|
were going to kill me - there were plaster|
chips all over the room!!! So 1 went out to|
the hall to get the broom (I thought I
remembered once hearing that that's
where it was kept), and to my surprise,
there was a whole crowd of people gath-
ered. The R.A. was on the phone, franti-
cally calling down to security about the|
weird noises coming from the [1th floor.
Oh well, that was the end of that method -
T was back to the shaving.

At our next class, much to my dis-
may, | realized that, as usual, [ was behind.
Somehow, everyone else had figured out
what to do. We were all creating abstract
sculptures, but for some reason, theirs all
looked good while mine looked
like...nothing. And so, I've been chipping
away ever since. Everywhere I go, The|
Plaster comes with me. { chip in my room,
in the hall, in the art loft, at home...any-
where. Listening to music or Torah tapes
as I chip makes the process a little more
entertaining. But still, on a list of priori-|
ties, this would come in as a close second
to moving a pile of sand with an eyedrop-

Not only is it boring, the chipping is
tough, strenuous labor. 1 discovered that
the only way to make any progress is by,
putting all my strength into it. People
walk into my room to find me dripping
with sweat, my face a radioactive shade of]
red, and my clothes and hair completely
white from the dust. My roommate can nol
longer breathe and has a bad cough due to
the dust. And my mother is having night-
mares about me accidentally stabbing
myself with the knife. I'm-REALLY trying|
to develop an appreciation for art but let
me tell you, it's not working so well.

And 50, sit there during reading
week, chipping away...chip...chip...chip!!

[

Scandal, Gossip, Hearsay

and More

Dina Gielchinsky

Associate Cultural Arts fditor

n this gossip arena. a Tittle
Itonguc wagging is just as
harmless and recreatonal
as a game of golf. Scathingly satirical
and surprisingly apt, this riotous 18th
century comedy - in the capable hands
of The Pear! Theatre's resident acting
company - introduces an uproarious
list of gossiping characters with tell-
tale names. Lady Sneerwell, Snake,
Mrs. Candor and Sir Benjamin
Backbite, to name a few, are
Sheridan's 18th century Joan Rivers,
Julie Brown and National Enquirer
staff. As much as the hearer pretends
to dismiss their reports, he cannot help
but keep a close ear to the buzzing
grapevine - even if he knows that he
himself may be their next subject.
The play, however, is not all tat-
tling and hearsay. The audience meets
a pair of brothers dueling for the love-
ly Maria's affections as well as their
rich uncle's fortune. The uncle, Sir
Oliver, decides to approach each
brother in disguise to decide which

one 1s truly worthy to be his heir
Joseph Surface lives up to his name as
he courts several ladies at once and
dismisses his disguised uncle's request
for charity. Sir Ohver immediately
eliminates him from his list of heirs.

Charles Surface wins his uncle
over when, in a particularly humorous
scene, he sells all of his ancestor’s por-
traits except that of his uncle's, claim-
ing that he had always especially
favored that painting. Charles also
wins Maria's heart, proving that nice
guys don't always finish last.

Although the end of the play pro-
vides the gossips with a large dose of
their own medicine, gossip as a sport
is by no means meant to be viewed as
bad or sinful. Rather, the gossips have
learned their lesson wisely - stick to
the more innocuous gossiping. But by
all means, gossip.

The Peart Theatre presents vari-
ous satires and comedies throughout
the year. The theatre is located at 80
Saint Mark's Place. For more informa-
tion contact the box office at (212)
598-9802.
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ccember Llth marked the
acnual - YU Chanukah
Concert Ptravaganza

Lampert Auditorium. As usual, it can only
be described as a ruly amazing and wildh
fun experience. Dedi, the consummate per-
audience with

tormer, engaged  the
favorites both new and old. He wore hix
standard "Dedi” T-shirt bec . as he
explained, he was performung
Dedi displayed his abilities to directly
imvolve the audience 1o the point where we
were singing. clapping and dancing along
with him. He even handed out a Chanukah
present of S100 to a young audience mem-
ber.

The other main performer of the
evening was Mordechai Ben David, who
started out with some of our favorite slow
songs before moving on to the faster, more
exciting ones. The crowning moment of
his performance when he brought sev-
enth grader. Yosef Wartelsky, onstage to
sing Al Tisva'aish with him. Wartelsky has
a great voice and a wonderful stage pres-

e,

The show's opening event was YU's
own Bsamint headed up by YO alumaus
Shimue! Bodgnheimer. YO students Ehsha
Maver, Avi Moche and Ephram Yablok

sang three

songs m-
panicd by
Bodenheimer
on  kevboard.
The  harmony
was well coor~
dimated and
they performed
with  natural
¢ a s
Bedenheimer
displayed true
talent and sin
certty with his

<

keyboard, ren- yy;’s gwn B’samim open the Chanukah Concert

dition and

singing. They

opened with Henay MaTov, a song wriiten
during a series of suicide bombings in
Israel. "The song was a calling for Achdus
within  Klal Yisroel through difficult
times,” said Bodenheimer. B'samim has a
professional sound and it was a shame that
they couldn't be better heard over the too

loud Neginah Orchestra
Bodenheimer sings. plays keyboard
and manages B'samim. He has a back-
ground filled with musical experience: he
worked as an assistant music director at
Morasha and
with Tzl
Vezelmer.
Bodenheimer
spends  his
mornings
learning  at
YU: he also
attends
Juilliard and
Columbia’s
School  of
International
Affairs and is
applying to
law  school
N for next year.
Pl He is current-
ly involved with the production of the
band's first album, spending two to three
nights a week working with Rami Yadid, in
his studio, "Yadid It Productions." Yadid is
a sound engineer who also plays guitar on
the album.
Along with Bodenheimer and the

YU Musical Group Opens Chanukah Concert
Extravaganza

others who sang at the concert, YC student
Jon Morgenstern as well as graduates, Elic
Borger and Bennet Schachter, also sing on
the album. Bodenheimer describes the
bunch as "gifted and great guys. 1t's not
only that they have great voi but char-
acter and presence.” Bodenheimer and
Yablok play at simchot under the name
B'samim ’

In addition to Henay MaTov, they
played Hu Yiftach and Eshes Chayil, three
of the songs on their upcoming album.
Bodenheimer dedicated the performance
to Refael Shmuel Avraham ben Rachel
Leah a four-year-old boy inflicted with

_carter. "We ask that everyone has Rim in’

mind in their Tefilot and learning,” he
émphasized after his performance.

For Bodenheimer music is not only a
business endeavor. "More than entertain-
ing, I want my music to provoke conscious
thought about what it means to be a Jew
today. Hopefully, this music wilt arouse
both emotion and intellect, serving as an
instrument to better our Avodas Hashem,"
he remarks. As for the album,
Bodenheimer is aiming to release it in time
forthe annuai YU Sefarim sale.
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Bonne Cleaners,
LTD.
Since 1965

f 56 East 34th Street

Between Park & Madison Avenues
New York, NY 10016

10% discount with YU ID
(Cash and Carry)

Phone: 689-3629

Sunday Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday |Friday| NIV
8 9 (T 1 12 13 4
9:30 AM until
113!‘:(:" 12:30 :': 6:3:.:“
untit
9:00 PM 6:30 PM until 11:00 PM
11:00 PM
15 1% 17 8] 18] 20| 21
. ) $:30 AM until
T | v wapM | SS0PM
9:00 PM 9:00 PM 630 PMung) | 1HOOPM
President's Day 10:00 PM
2
Belfer Hall - Room 502
1:30 PM
| e 2495 Amsterdam Ave
’ Phone: (212) 960-0407

Josh Muskat, Chairman
Webpage: www.seforim.home.ml.org
E-mall: seforim@geocities.com

VISA and Master Card ACCEPTED

No one will be allowed ta enter the Seforim Sale within
30 minutes prior to closing time (except mornings)

Limited Parking Avaiiable in Yeshiva University Lots
Absolutely NO Parking in Front of Building
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