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Separate But Equal?

Aviva Laufer
Observer Staff Writer

hen examining
s ’s , the funding
Yeshiva

University allocates for its
Undergraduate students’ extra-
curricular needs, it is imperative
to look at the different demands
of SCW and YC.

The number of student
councils in each school depends

Rabbi Lamm
Discusses Jewish
Identity in Fourth

Campus

Conversatiens

on the numbers of schools and
students in cach undergraduate
focation. Overall, the uptown
campus has more councils, name-
ly YCSC, SOY, SSSBSC, IBCSC
and  JSSSC, to support the
greater number of programs that
they have. While SCW has only
three counctl, SCWSC, TAC and
SSSBSC. and there are 300 fewer
students to represent.

A budget size is set for
each student council based on a

Shira Graber
Observer Staff Writer

“Uptown they|

Tensions

Intermam‘age. Improper conver-  Talks" with Rabbi
sion.

Conservative,

between Lamm - this is thel
Reform

have "Dorm

The second of a three part series on SCW and its relationship to YU

standard agreement between stu-
dent leaders and university
administration. Club leaders then
put in budget requests and delin-
eate the corresponding programs
they wish to fund. Requests are
reviewed, and the budgets are set
depending on what the Student
Council Executive Boards feel
are suitable.

While the same formula for
setting budgets is used at both YC
and at SCW, the money given to

each school s quite different. YO
will inevitably have more money
to spend because they have a
larger student body. As noted by
Hannah Shonfeld, SCWSC presi-
dent, it.makes sense for YC to
have a larger poo! of money to
spend, since they must fund a
greater number of students
Shonfeld continued to explain
however, that while there 15 a sig-
nificant difference between the
number of students in YC and

and  same informal set- Rabbi Lamm addresses SCW on controversial Jewish identity issues

SCW. it does not imply that there
is any difference in regard to the
number of students participating
in each school's  respective
events,

Student activities are funded by
a vanety of sources including student
activity fees, the President's Crcle.
alumnace  associations and  other
University funds. At the starting
point, all student council budgets an:
identical in form and concept.”

see Separate, page 8

Orthodox Jews. These controversial con-
flicts facing the Jewish world today, were
addressed by Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm,
President of Yeshiva University, on
Tuesday night, February 3, 1998. The
event, known as Campus Conversations,
was jointly organized by both SCWSC and
TAC.

Jessica Weller, SCW '98, and Micol
Rubin, SCW '98, heads of the Campus
Conversations subdivision of TAC, coordi-

ting to discuss
issues with the rabbis,” explained Rubin.
The session was titled "Family Ties:
Relating to your fellow Jew". Upon arriv-
ing, students found sheets of paper with
four scenarios, each dealing with a contro-
versial and debatable situation on their
chairs. Rabbi Shlomo Hochberg,
Mashgiach Ruchani of SCW, introduced
Rabbi Lamm and calied on student volun-
teers to read. After a volunteer from the

audience read one of the paragraph sketch-
es, Rabbi Lamm discussed how he would
handle each situation.”

Rabbi Lamm refated personal anec-
dotes and examples, and cited proofs from
contemporary halachic authorities such as
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveichik, as well as the
older texts of the Talmud and Maimonides.
Rabbi Lamm then opened the floor for dis-
cussion, and students voiced their objec-

tions and opinions on Rabbi Lamm's
remarks. Rabbi Lamm responded, clarified
and settled certain claims.

"We decided on the topic based on
what we thought affected the student
body," Rubin stated. “We wanted to
address things that [students] possibly had-
n't thought about, and maybe should have.”

This was the fourth Campus

see Campus Conversalions, page >
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Ayelet Grun
News Editor

student cries to the
deans, "I can't have
a B+ on my tran-

script -~ It will ruin my chances to
get into graduate school!”
Another begs a teacher to change
her grade from a B*to an A-.

The phenomenon is not

new, and it is not unique o
SCW. In fact, faculty mem-
bers in universities across the
country have expressed their
concern and dismay at stu-
dents’ expectations to receive
higher grades, and the pressure
placed upon the teachers.to give
them those grades.

In 1960, students at
Harvard University majoring in
the natural sciences, humanities
and social sciences expected to
receive between a B and a B- in
most of their courses. By 1994,
humanities majors in Harvard
anticipated that their average
grade point average (GPA) would

[y

4 | Grade Inflation at SCW

A Look at Grading Trends in SCW and Other
National Universities

lie in the A- to B+ range. Most
students specializing in the social
sciences earned a B+ average,
while the natural science majors
received grades in the B+ w0 B
range.

The statistics were alarm-
ing enough for Harvard admini
trators to tell their faculty mem-
bers that they should be aware,
and beware, of the current trends.

At Georgetown University,
in Washington DC, the situation
is no different. 42% of the grades
given to students in {994 were

A's

At Duke University, the
mean GPA rose from 2.7 in 1969

0 3.3 in 1996

Even Yale University, rec-
ommended to its faculty mem-
bers in 1993 that the optimal
grade spread for a semester
would be to award 34% of the
students in their class A's and
44% B's. Such a spread. said
Michael Bell. chairman of. Yale's
Williams English department, in
an article for the Chronicle of
Higher Education, "is a little
high." :

The problem ‘persists i
public uni\.'er&iue_s‘l}lmughoul the

- country as well. At the University

of Washington; 70% of the grades

-see Grade Inflation, page 5
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A Modest Proposal

t the start

ot the

Sophomeore
Class Fashion Show. the
emcee stated that the purpose
of the event was to show
SCW students that they could
dress fashionably and tzniut-
ly (modestly). In truth there is
no contradiction between the
two. But like many of the
skirts exhibited, the show
itself fell short of this goal.
The clothing modeled was

fashionable, but the vast

If the organizers of the
show had chosen to have a
tashion show displaying
clothing. that while not com-
pletely tzniut, would be of
mterest to many SCW stu-
dents, that would be their pre-
rogative. But to outwardly
state a purpose of illustrating
tzniut dress and then pfesent
clothing that for the most part
does not conform to halachic
standards of tzniut, is an
insult to the religious integri-

ty of SCW and its student

majority was not modest. . __body. —

sditoiial

Disregardiﬁg Jewish Law

ecently a
number of
CW stu-
dents had money taken from
their belongings. In response
to these incidents, The
Department of Safety and
Security issuéd a memo urg-
ing students not to leave their
coats and school bags unat-
tended, a common practice
for SCW students.
In its mission statement,

Yeshiva University defines

- itself as an institution that is

"compatible with the ancient

traditions of Jewish law and

life.” What an embarrassment

it ts, then, that some of the

students attending the institu-
tion would blatantly violate a
fundamental prohibition
detailed in the Ten
Comn;andments, "Thou shalt
not steal.”

When an SCW student
takes another's property with-
out the fellow student's
knowledge or permission, she
defiles the trust and integrity
of everyone in the school. We

urge all those claiming to be

- "observant” Jews at SCW to

practice the very lessons they
are taught cveryday and
remove any cause for suspi-
cion and apprehension among

-
the student body.

February 23, 1998

The Observer
p’resents:

Better Dorms and
Gardens
The Observer will be fea-
turing well decorated
dorm rooms. If you and
your roommates have
done cool and creative
things with your space,
contact the Observer at
683-4943
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Swingers

hile excitmg
events in hiv
aughl be the

most memorable, it's the simple
everyday moments that really
make you happy

Take my visit to the park
for cxample. A fow weeks ago, |
ging was walking with my roommates
when one of us noticed a little
park with a swing-sct

[ was ina rush. 1 was
under a lot of pressure that week and | had 4 lot of things
that [ needed to get done. But it was such a beautiful day.
so unusually warm and sunny that 1 couldn't resist

1 bounded down into the park and hopped onto a

cditor-in-chier’

swing, 1t's hard to start pumping when vour feet reach
the ground. But ity pretty easy to et the hang ol i and
before fong vourare flymg through the oy and st docsny
matter if you're w 2nd grade orasentor e collpe

On the count of three 1 kicked my shoes off |
could atmost see them it the side of ny garage, where
they used to land on warin summer days 4 long Lime ago,
when | spent every afternoon swingng with my brother
When my plans for life didn't need 1o extend past tomor-
row and adittle orange metal swing was all | needed 1o
carry me to the top of the world

For better or worse, growing up brimgs with it
knowledge and responsibility. In the words of author
Maya Angelou, =t gave up some youth for knowledge™ |
know now that a swing is not going W take me to the op
of the world. | have 1o think ahout my [uture and make

plans Tor my Hic. But Fam so thankul that | have mam-
Gmed enough vouth that i trip onca veone can stll make
e feek fike eversthing will he OF

For ten manuotes it slhurnoon. e b was mupe
apann But T eonldn vty srenes So b dragped
my feet i the sand and cane down o vt relased

s sanasny hoa sinple, swondertalls simple fife o
can be sorncimes. Swinp iy that aficinnon was one of
those momients Those perfeat ke mament . that snide

vou happy. even though nothing ainazme has tanspoed
We gl so canght up m hiles evenvdiny difficutues. than
we et these inoments pass by

Ihe next e hife seens too complicated, T hnos

where 1o po

In Defense of Orthodoxy

was among the APProxi-
Imzncly 2,000 partici-
pants at the second
annual International Conference
on Feminism and Orthodoxy.
Although I was a bit apprehensive
about attending the conference, 1
found that many of the opinions
voiced were really rather moder-
ate, and that a large number of the
conference participants  were
there because of fegitimate per-
sonal struggles with halacha.
They came to the conference because they care
about the integrity of halacha, and they want to reconcile
their modern notions with a religious system that is
remarkably reasonable, except, in their perception, in cer-

susan jacobs

cecuiinve editor

* tain critical areas of concern.

On the other hand, the conference presented some
troublesome approaches to halacha.
spoke about the failure of Orthodoxy to respond compas-

al speakers

sionately o human needs. They stressed the importance of
molding hadacha to fulfill those needs, They crineized tra-
ditionat texts and the existing rabbiate for baing obsu-
nate in opposing women's rights. More than one speaker
eriticized the Rambam for harboring opinions (hat are
demeaning to women.

1 found this criticism troublesome. The Rambam
was extrerely insightful, but he lived at a particutar point
in history, and that cra certainly did not conform to any
feminist ideal. Do such critics really expect the Rambam
to be a 1990s feminist in the thirteenth century in Cairo?

These critics fail to recognize that there are plenty
of other atuitudes and customs of historical Judaism that
don't jive with our modern attitudes. So what? 1f one 1s
committed 1o Orthodox Judaism, and to observing
halacha authenticaily, then one must recognize that he/she
will have to subordinate his/her own opinions every once
in 2 while to preserve the primacy of the religious code.

The way Jewish practice has been determined for
years is by looking for truth within the halachic system.
not by imposing outside truths on the system. We may

agree more wath secular ideas. but that doesn't v s thie
nieht o impose them on radimonal Judaism

Lagree with and SUPpPOFt movemenis 1o g woren
halachically acceptable roles i Jewish communal hie
But 1 disagree with shaping our religious practice to it
secular potions of what is good and bad

Orthedox Judaism necessitates that we recognize
that there are cerain boundaries imposed upon us. We
can view these boundaries as limiting, and anempt to
eliminate them. Or we can try to understand the reasons
for the boundaries. and to ¢xtract meaning from them.

For more than two thousand vears. the halachic
process has been at the center of all Jewish evolution. If
we make the mistake of believing that we can somchow
transcend that process, then we are fooling ourselvos We
should not Jook at Judaism, searching for its weaknesses.
and trying to compensate for them. We should be con-
cerned about promoung the strengths of traditional
Judaism, and preserving our tradition. We can't make our
acceptance of Orthodoxy contingent upon its conforming
to our secular desires.

Dear Students,

and help you.

productive and rewarding.

Hatzlachah Rabbah,

L~

niversity Dean of Students
F419

On behalf of the Office of the Dean of Students, and student services,
opportunity to welcome our returning and new students for the Spring 1998 semester.

Yeshiva University
Office of the Dean of Students

Adjusting to college life can be both exciting and challenging. The staff of the Office of Student Services is
committed to helping you through these challenging times. If you are in need of counseling or even a
reassuring hand, we encourage you to meet with our caring staff to discuss your needs and concerns.
Check our student services source book which provides you with useful information.

Midterms is often a time of stress and strain. Please turn to us before the midterm pressures become
overwhelming. We may not have all the answers but, at the very least, we will try our best to guide

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXPERTISE. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL YOU FEEL FRUSTRATED AND
OVERWHELMED. We encourage you to use our services so that your college years can be most

2 Zelda Braun .

Assistant Dean of Students
MID 114 (212) 340-7715

we would like to take this

%/W

Dav1d Himber’ L R
Associate Dean of Students
F419
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McBride, Kincaid Speak
for Authors-in-Residence

Series

Michelle Muller

Obsenver Saati Writer

n s second ear the
Gottesman lecture
senies. part of the

Gotesnan Pr

ran for

Academie Eacellence m
Undergraduate Education. has
artracted Jarge audiences for ws
fist two Jectures

The remaining speakers for

this yvear's series are Mary
Gordon, Tillie Olsen, William
Joseph  Kennedy  and  Arthur
Miller

The authors are brought to
YU by Dr. Joanne Jacobson, as

part of the English Department’s
Contemporary Literature course.
In Jacobson's course, the students
study worksby authors who-sub-
sequently /come to SCW 1o lec-
ture publicly, and then speak pri-
vately with the class.

James McBride

Close to five hundred peo-
pie flocked to SCW's Midtown
Center on Sunday. February 1, to
hear author James MceBride.
whose book “The Color of Water:
A Tribute to My White Mother”
has been on the New York Times
Bestseller's List for 33 weeks
The audience  filled  Koch
Auditorium to  capacity and
flowed into classrooms on the
fourth and fifth floors where the
audiences viewed the speaker on
screens. via closed-circuit televi-
sion. The audience was com-
prised mainly of alumni and visi-
tors. Overtlow crowds, including
YU students were asked to sit
upstairs in classtooms to watch
McBride's  presentation  on
closed-circuit television.

“The Color of Water” dis-
cusses McBride's mother's life
and his own, in alternating chap-
ters. McBride wrote that his
mother was the daughter of an
Orthodox Rabbi who brought his
family to the United States from
Poland in the 1920s. Her father
was an unfeeling and sexually
abusive man, whose primary con-
cern was money. Her unhappy
_youth as a Jew led her to run
away to Harlem at the age of 19,
and eventually marry a black man
{who subsequently became a
Baptist minister), and convert to
Christiamty.

Despite being  incredibly
poor, as well as the only white
woman in an all black neighbor-
hood housing project, Mrs. Ruth
McBride Jordan was very happy.

James McBride

She had twelve children from two
husbands and raised them
according to- strict ideals.. She.
engrained in her children the
necessity of education, and the
love of G-D. All twelve of her
children went to college \and,
according to McBride, are all
very successful. McBride attrib-
utes his success, and that of his
siblings, to both his mother and
“two very good black men.” his
father and stepfather.

McBride read excerpts
from his book, and spoke about
his life growing up and the rami-
fications of “The Color of
Water” Nikki Paley. SCW 99,
felt that "his story needs to be
heard because there are a lot of
students in Stern who need peo-
ple like him and books like his to
see that everybody has a story
and a history.”

Other students had similar
reactions. According to Celia
Sporer, SCW '01, a student in the
Contemporary Author's course,
"I was a little nervous because |
was afraid that | wouldn't be able
to think of it objectively . . . but
because [ read the book [I saw
that] it wasn't so much a religious
issue, it was more one person's
story.”

McBride is now writing
Quincy Jones' autobiography. He
is also doing a short animafed
feature for Disney and writing
the script for Quincy Jones's new
movie. Jones is an accomplished
musical composer and wrote a
Broadway musical entitled
Bobos.

~Jamaica Kincaid

Jamaica Kincaid spoke in
Koch Auditorium as the second

author in the Gottesman lecture
series on Sunday evening,

February 9. To remedy the lack

Jamaica Kinkaid

of seats for students from the
McBride's speech, forty seats
were reserved specifically for
students in the first few rows in
Koch Auditorium. The audience
for Kincaid's lecture partially
filled Koch Auditorium and was
comprised mostly of non-stu-
dents,

Kincaid, who is the recipi-
ent of numerous literary awards,
read from and answered ques-
tions about her most recent book,
“My Brother,” which has been
nominated for the Nationial Book
Award. The book tells of the
ordeal of her brother, who was
gay, dying of AIDS. In her intro-
duction, Dr. Joanne Jacobson
called Kincaid's book, "work that
asks of both language and litera-
ture such great questions.”

Kincaid read about how her
brother never had an opportunity
to express who he was because
homosexuality was not accepted
in her native home of Antigua.
She writes that "In his life there
had been no flowering . . . His life
was like the bud that sets, but
instead of turning into a flower,
falls off and turns brown." In her
soft spoken manner, Kincaid pre-
sented her brother's suffering as
well as her own. She said that she
preferred to read excerpts where
she had written about a period
when her brother was already
dead’ because it as easier than
reading about a time when he was
in the process of dying.

Kincaid's book and speech
appealled directly to the hearts of
the audience. Rachel Leiser,
SCW '98, noted that "her warmth

ensompassed the audience. It
was obvious that she cared very
much about what she wrote and
about conveying it to the audi-
ence.”

club beat

Gila Rosenthal
Observer Staff Writcr

On Wednesday, January 28,

through Project Fora, for elderly
residents of the Lower Fast Side
Fhe chagiga took place durnng
club hour and was well-attended
by both the elderly and the stu-
dents of SCW.

The Belles. SCW's a capel-
L group, held iryouts for new

Anvone interes
tributing (o Besamim, SCW's art
and literary journal. should con-
tact Chaya Badrian, The journal
is accepting submissions of poet-
ry. prose. artwork and photogra-
phy.

Writers are being sought
for Bina Yeteira. the weekly
Parsha publication. Anyone inter-
ested should sign up in the school
Beit Midrash., or contact Gila
Rosenthal. To sponsor an issue,
call Ayelet Grun.

The Biomedical Journal
Club held an organizational
meeting on Thursday, February 5.
The second Campus
Conversations of the year took
Iplace _on_ Tuesday evening,
February 3, in Koch Auditorium.
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm spoke
and answered questions on the
itopic of Ahavat Yisrael, and how
one should relate to less obser-
{éﬁf?vws.

! On Thursday, February S.
e English Honor Society coor-
dinated a trip to Broadway to see
1776, onc of the newest shows
playing.

The Fine Arts Society is
starting to plan-the second annu-
al Sternbucks, an evening of cul-
ural arts presentations in a cof-
fechouse atmosphere. They need
people to contribute. If anyone
has poetry, music, drama, or art-
work they would like to display,
contact Rachel Graber, Batsheva
Elbaz or Rivki Rogin.

The Israel Club hosted a
Shabbaton on February 7,
Parshat Beshalach.

The Junior Class Student
Council is sponsoring a series of
Aerobics classes held on

[Wednesday nights, 8:40-9:40, on
the eleventh floor gym in the
school building. Everyone is
invited.

Adopt-A-Bubbie ran a chagiga

members on Tuesday., February 3.

Kol Shira, SCW's newesta
capella group, held auditions for
new members on Wednesday.
January 2%

['he Political Science Club
held interviews on Wednesday,
February 4 to ¢hoose members to
participate in the Yale Model
Isracli Knesset, scheduled for
February 19-22

The Russian Club hosted
skating  outing  on
Thursday. February 5. in Chelsea

an e

Pices R

SAGA, SCW's environ-
mental club. coordinated a Tu
B'shvat seder on Wednesday.
February 11, during club hour. In
honor of the holiday. students
were able to purchase a tree in
Isracl.

The Stern College
Dramatics Society will soon be
staging a play, "Monkey, Monkey
Bottle of Beer, How Many
Monkeys Have We Here." The
play is scheduled for February
22-26, in Koch auditorium.
Doors open at 7:30, and the show
begins at 8:00. People arc
requested to use the 35th Street
entrance to Koch, as the inside
entrance will be blocked. Tickets
cost $7, prepaid, and $8 at the
door. To purchase tickets, contact
Devorah Cenker at SCW or Ben’
Resnick at YC.

The Shiurim Committee
will be sponsoring a shiur by
Midreshet Moriah's Rabbi
Aberman, on Tuesday night,
February 17, and on Wednesday,
February 18, during club hour.
He wil} also be the guest speaker
at a the TAC-sponsored
Shabbaton that weekend.

The Sophomore Class
Student Council ran a fashion
show on Monday night, February
2, in Koch Auditorium. Elie
Tahari was the guest speaker, and
was one of the many designers
represented in the show. SCW
students modeled the clothing.
All proceeds went to tzedakah.

The Tzedakah Committee
started off the semester with its
notebook sales.

The Zachor Club will be
hosting a Shabbaton the week of
February 28, and will be sponsor-
ing a trip to the Holocaust
Museum on March 8.

walking, Mayor Guiliani raised
the penalty from $2 to $50. The
first person ticketed was Brenda
Barnes, a student at Cardozo Law
school. She does not want to pay
the fee, claming she waited until
the light was green. Barnes has
13 or so lawyers working for her.
The anouncement by the
Clinton Adninistration of possi-
le air strikes arainst lraq

prompted public reaction. At a
televised “town” meeting of
6,000 people in Columbus, Ohio,
protesters heckled Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright and
other cabinet members as they
attemnpted to explain the presi-
dent’s policy.

Announcements by an offi-
cial in the Israeli government,
urging citizens to obtain gas
masks, prompted Israelis to begin
lining up for the masks in droves.
Residents of Tel Aviv swarmed
hardware stores to buy sheets of
plastic and tape to seéal off rooms
in the event of chemical warfare.
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Campus Conversations

continued from page 1

Conversations of this kind. T.ast year Rabbi
Lamm addressed 1ssues related o dating and

marriage and Rabbi Moshe Tendler spoke

about cloning. Dr. Karen Bacon, Dean of
SCW, spoke about Tolerance during the fall
semster. “We have every intention to make the
Campus Conversations an annual event. The
topic with Dr. Lamm last year was dating, and
Pean Bacon spoke on tolerance. 1t was pre-
sented in the same manner with scenarios and
discussion,” said Rubin

Rubin  explained that Campus
Conversations "is a good way to deal with the
heads of the school. 1t's more informal than a
shiur or lecture, and a more relaxed setting to
discuss these issues with them. We chose this
topic based on what we thought was relevant
to the lives of young Jewish women as future
lcaders in the Jewish community,

constant confhict
The second skoich dealt wah the steads
ly increassng problem of intermarmage. n this

case. the difemima was whether an Orthodox

66 e are all Jews
and the
Torah unites us.”

- Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm

woman should attend the wedding of her
Jewish cousin who was marrying a Christian
Rabbi Lamm felt that by going, the Orthodox
woman was showing acceptance of, and legit-
imizing, the wedding. Rabbi Lamm stated

Fidansin. He concluded by siany that 1 one
15 0o tolerant. one imeht abandon all ot one's
priciples, ,
The thied situation dealt warli o youny
pirl who grew up as a Sew, and recently tound
thiat she had not been properly converted to
Judaism. Upon realizing the truth, she imme-
diately had a proper conversion, but is wor-
ried what her friends will think, Rabby Lamm
affirmed that once she has the proper conver-
sion she is a Jew and is the same as anyone
who is born Jewish. He did not feel that she
should disclose the information to her friends,
but that it was important to tell someone she
was seriously dating, since one's spouse has a
right to know everything about the other.
The fourth case described a scene
where all the local synagogues in a communi-
ty, Orthodox, Reform and Conservative, have
planned a joint hakafa together on

and things that come up in our day
to day lives. These situations come
up and we must have a perspective
on how to deal with these issues as
observant young women."

The first scenario raised the £0 deal with these issues as observant

issue of possible tensions between

Orthodox and Conservative Jews YOUNE WOmen.

who become involved in a relation-
ship as a result of kiruv. Rabbi
Lamm stated that real kiruy is done

hese situations come up and we

must have a perspective on how

"

- Micoi Rubin,

Simchat Torah. The quandary was
whether one should participate.
Rabbi Lamm maintained that one
should not refuse to participate. By
showing less religious Jews how
much the more committed Jews
love the Torah, perhaps they will
see and also learn to love the Torah.
He concluded that "we are all Jews
SCW *98 and the Torah unites us."

mostly by example, but it is nonetheless cru-
cial to feel concern for other Jews, and to try
10 help them. In the sitation of a marriage
between Orthodox and Conservative Jews,
Rabbi Lamm pointed out that one must have
a lot of flexibility and be willing to Ii@ith

strongly that no matier how much it would
upset the family, one should not compromise
their principles and attend the wedding.
However, Rabbi Lamm did add that after the
wedding, one should befriend the couple, so
as to try not completely estrange them from

"He was very sincere and
honest," commented Weller. "It was interest-
ing and enlightening to hear his view on
pressing problems in the Jewish community.”

Grade Inflation

continued from page 1

given in 1993 were A or B
grades. Ten years earlier, only
62% of students received such
grades. Students at the University
of California at Berkeley looked
at a 3.10 mean GPA in 1996, up
from 2795 in 1986.

Measuring Up to the
National Trend

How does SCW compare to
the rest of the country? Not dif-
ferent at all, says Dean Ethel
Orlian. “Even though we are
small, we really reflect what is
happening nationwide.”

In SCW, a student must
earn a 3.5 GPA for two consecu-
tive semesters and must have
taken at least 12 credits per
semester to earn the honor of
being placed on the Dean's List.
In the 1996-7 academic year, the
Office of the Dean estimated that
300 students received letters
informing them of their Dean's
List placement. In 1985, the
mean GPA at SCW was 3.2. This
number rose to 3.3 five years
later. By 1995, the mean GPA
was 3.4. Last year, there were
approximately 800 students in the
school, 20 of whom had a 4.0
average for the Spring '97 semes-
ter. Statistics at YC follow a sim-
ilar pattern.

Lowering Standards

The results of giving stu-
dents higher grades, say faculty
members, is a general "lowering
of standards” and "diluting" what
a "real A" means.

“The gentleperson's C is
now a B- or a B," said Dr. Carole
Silver, SCW Professor of
English. "A 'C" today,” she con-
tinued, is perceived by students as
“a failing grade.”

Peninnah Schram,
Associate Professor of Speech
and Drama, agreed. For her, a C
means "average work," while a B
grade "adds dimension to the
assignment.” The A grades in her
classes are reserved for "superior
work” that "demonstrates skill,
establishes a rapport of high
order and constitutes a genuine
contribution” to the class.

Schram feels that while the
grades she gives have gone up,
the quality of the work she
receives have gone down. The
papers students hand her "do not
have the kind of attention and
depth” that students used to sub-
mit in years past. Schram has
since reduced the number of
assignments she demands from
her students because she "was so
dissatisfied with the work com-
ing through.”

"Everyone should want to
get an A," said Dean Ortian, but
recognize "that notonly an A ts a
good grade.” She added that,

"getting a B+ is an accomplish- -

ment," and should be perceived
by students as such.

. So why are teachers inflat-
ing the students' grafles? The
answer is not clear, and requires
taking many factors into consid-
eration.

As the mean "good" grade
rises in  other institutions
throughout the country, colleges
must adjust their standard of
grading to the rest of the country,
SCW students, says Dean Bacon,
are "very hard working and tal-
ented.” In order to "evaluate the
students properly,” she added, a
college must show their students'
“"inteliectual achievements" on a
scale that the rest of the country
will appreciate

"There are a lot of pulis on
our students," said Schram, "and
only so much you can really
expect from them.”

Student Pressure

The students themselves
are under pressure to achieve
high grades. “These girls come
from schools where they are used
to working very hard and doing
very well,” said one SCW parent.
Dean Orlian added that there 1s
pressure from the student herself
to get A's, as well as pressure
from her friends and family.

Susan  Ostreicher, the
Academic Advisor in her alma
mater, SCW, says that "students
are more serious today than they
were in my day" and that they are
“more career oriented” than “tak-
ing the courses they enjoy.” The
result is that students may take
"easy A" classes overclasses they
enjoy (and not do as well in), to.
ensure their high GPA's.

These are the years to get
an education, states Dean Orlian,
and: "people should take advan-

tage of what the University has to
offer," rather than be concerned
only with grades.

The problem, and much of
the pressure, emanates from stu-
dent, demands to get into the
graduate schools of their choice
Professors, especially junior pro-
fessors, may succumb to those
students' pleas to absolve them-
selves from the guilt of "ruining a
student's life." Dean Orlian, how-
ever, was quick to point out that
"B's are not going o prevent
someone from getting into a pro-
fessional school.” The schools,
she said, "look at a whole person”
-- GRE, essays, experience, and
personality in addition to GPA.
"Grades aren't the whole picture.”

Faculty Pressure

Junior professors, looking
to keep their enrollment numbers
high, may be more inclined to
give students higher grades than
tenured professors. "They are ina
weaker position than someone
who has tenure," said Dr. Ellen
Schrecker, Associate Professor of
History. “Popularity is a factor
for the teachers,” added Silver.

While everyone agrees that
grade inflation is a problem, no
one is sure how to handle the
problem, or if the problem can be
handled at all. Revcrsiné the
trend would have to be a national
effort, one that established spe-~
cific grading criteria for all
schools throughout the country.

.|University of Oklahoma

Campus News
from around the
Country

fu-wire)

cnnsylvania Slate
University's chem-
1stry professor,

Julian Heicklen, smoked man-
uana at Lniversity Gates, o
public arca on the Universiy’s
campus. Heicklen said he was
tired of paying taxes for others
who smoked marijuana and
were arrested and wanted both
University students and the
public to pay him for a change
He also said that the govern-
ment is too powerful. Heicklen
was not arrested for smoking
the joint. The police claimed
that there was lack of sufficient
cvidence at the scene when
pohce arnved

Incidentally, Heicklen
decided 1o repeat his public
political statement again at the
end of January.

- Daily Collegian,
Pennsylvania State University

n unattended can-
dle in University
of California at

Berkeley's Cheney Hail dorm
kindled a two-alarm fire that
forced 200 students 1o evacuate
the building. There was an esti-
mated amount of $15.000
damages. At the time of the
fire, students could find no
Resident Assistant in the build-
ing, even though one was sup-
posed to be on duty. The
Resident Assistants were having
a meeting in another building.

- Daily Californian,
University of California at
Berkeley

(Last semester a fire in
SCW's Schottenstein Residence
Hall was started in the same
fashion. The fire was noticed
immediately by a security guard
and extinguished before any
significant damage was done.
An SCW Resident Assistant
was on duty and in the building
at the time.)

rying to eltminate
their stereotype as
a party school

made popular by the 1978
movie, Animal House, fraterni-
ties at the University af
Oklahdma are pledging {0 be,
alcohol-free by the year 2000.

g .« Oklahoma Daily, -




Page o

campuaNews ——————— T T T T

New Health Care

Shira Greenland
Observer Staff Writer

o danuany S TNV L initi-
ated a new stwdent headth
program  on the  AMam

Campus and the Midtown Center The new

program, associated with the Beth Tsracl
Health ¢ A
ment of the Unnersin's previous medical
director of wver 33 vears, D FhSar At the
Mdtown Center, this system replaced an

Svsiem, began upon retire-

on-campus nurse with a Phy sian's
Assistant. who ts qualified o dagnose stu-
dents and preseribe medicanion

Ihis system provides the students

Observer

System

with prionty aceess to high quatlity ser
vices through the Beth bsracl Health Care
System, al any one of their varous sites
Students will generathy be directed o Beth
Israel Novth, the faciliny with the quickest
crmergeney  care. Security will arrange
transportation Aor students n non-emer-
veney stuations. A female ob-gyn will be
available upon request

In the new systent. as was with the
old one. a doctor s available twice a week
for a couple of hours to meet with students
referred to him by the physician's a
and 1o go over any questions they may

istant,

have
The current physician's assistant,

l'ehruary 23, 1998

Jenmter Bilka, has been in the health care
system for a tew years, and has previously
done sinular work to that which she ts cur-
rently doing at SCW. Bilka sces students
for consultations, immunizations, informa-
ton and treatment of illness and injury.
She views the hew system as being unique
1o that it is connected with Beth lsraet,
Hatzalah, and campus security. In this way,
the students have an entire network work-
ing to provide them with the medical treat-
ment they need

[he new program atlows the f«yr‘,mcr
nurse’s office to serve more as a clinic, in
which students can receive throat cultares
and blood work. Currently, those tests are
sent to Beth Israel for evaluation, but Bilka
hopes to eventually get a lab in the office,
so that these evatuations can be done on

sile

After treatment, or 3 hospital visit,
Bilka follows up with the students, giving
them a phone call to check on how they are
doing. and assess the quality of their treat-
ment. She is open to student feedback, and
is particularly interested in finding out
which hours are best for students, and
whether they would rather she came in on
Sundays. as opposed to Fridays as she cur-
rently does.

The students who have used the new
system scem pleased with it, as do the
administration and Bilka, though the latter
added that it may be somewhat premature
to make such assessments. They arc opti-
mistic about the future of the program, and
its development over time

Conference on Feminism and Orthodoxy

Susan Jacobs
Executive Editor

articipants in the second annual
lecrnalmn.\l Conference  on
temintsm and Orthodoxy were

an eclectie blend of individuals. Women came

in pants with uncovered hair, Women came 10
fong skirts with covered hair. Some wore

pants and covered their hair. Some wore
shirts, but did not cover their hair. In addition.
there was a sizable male contingent

TSN, of my evperience is what I'm see-
iy and learning. and 30° is seemy that men
and women are both here” said Rachel
Milner, SCW 'R, “These topics should not be
limited 1o the ears of women.”

While-the issues the program presented
were largely the same as last year's conven-
tion, twice the number of delegates turned
out, numbering somewhere between 1600
and 2.000. In her opening remarks, Blu
Greenberg.  the  conference  organizer,
quipped. "This vear the Grand Hyatt. next
vear Madision Square Garden.” She exhorted

the convention's participants to “add the
power of Orthodox women to the task of

rikkun olam.”

Despite attempts to accommodate all

+ SCWSC
Closes Old

Business &

the participants. latecomers resorted to sitting by

on the floor in the back of the main confer-
enee room

The age of participants also ranged
from babics in their mothers' arms to older
women who reached maturity vears before the
Feminist Revolution. A strong contingent of
college-aged students. many of them from
SCW. was present

Harvard. Penn., Columbia and YU were
the most visibly represented, but delegations
from other norhteastern universitics were also
present.

Bracha Rutner, SCW *98 spoke about
her experience as a Judaic studies major at
SCW in a session about issues on the college
campus. "It helped me find my derech in
Judaism." she said of her studies at SCW, "I
was never tooked down upon. 1 could go as
far as | wanted and remain in a halachic
realm.” Rutner explained that she was appre-

ive about attending SCW because of mis-
conceptions about the nature of Jewish schol-|
arship. As she ncars completion of her stud-|
ies. she is satisfied with the level of serious-
ness placed on the study of Jewish texts by the
Judaic studics departmenit.

Jewish scholarship for women, once a
huge issue in Orthodox circles, is no longer a|
contentious  issue in Modern Orthodox
Judaism. The conference was much more
concerned with issues like women’s Tefillah
groups. women's Megillah readings and
expanding leadership roles for women in thej
synagogue.

Attitudes ranged from those willing o]
make drastic changes to existing practices, (0|
those who defended halachic institutions,|
explaining the reasoning behind practices that
can not change.

Whil{(’jr’e}nberg said, "Those who hold

see Feminism, page 7

Liberal Arts Majors Voice Complaints About OPCS

Esther S. Finkle
Observer Staff Writer

iberal arts majors
have long com-
plained that career

services available to non-busi-
ness majors in YU are sorely
facking. Until five vears ago.
Career Services in the Midtown
Center were divided into two
offices; one for business employ-
ment., headed by SSSB Dean Ira
Jaskol. and one for general
employment in other sectors.
Following a decline in student
interest in the general emloyment
office. the two offices merged to
form the Office of Placement and
Career Service (OPCS).

OPCS is meant to function
as a center for students seeking
employment, graduate school
placement. internship opportuni-
ties, and career counseling.

In its current  capacity.
OPCS administers to all fields
excluding pre-law and  pr
health. Students secking advise-
ment regarding those professions
must consult the respective facul-
ty advisors to obtain specialized
information

As graduating seniors look
for employment this semester,
many have voiced their opinion
that the OPCS 15 not accommo-

dating te women who desire
employment outside the business
field. Rachel Leiser, SCW '98, an
English literature major, said,
“the only people who benefit
from the OPCS are the SSSB stu-
dents. Although [ have been there
several times this year, | feel that
I was under-informed about

ingness to accommodate liberal
arts majors. However, because
demand for employment is
stronger in the business field, it is
perceived that the OPCS focuses
greater effort there.

Professor Ira  Jaskoll,
Associate Dean of SSSB and
director of the OPCS, explained

«

I
Ithough they expressed a willing-

ness to help, I left the OPCS feeling

very much on my ewn.”

-Rachel Zahtz SCW '98

career programs.” Orly
Goldenthal, SCW '98, stated that,
“the OPCS has the potential to
help many people’ However, they
seem to focus too much on busi-
ness students and in other fields
there are very few options and lit-
tle guidance.” .

Rachel Zahtz, SCW '98,
said, "when I went to the OPCS,
they had little information to
offer me regarding my major in
computer graphics. Although
they-expressed a willingness to
help. I left the OPCS feeling very
much on my own." Another stu-
dent commented that it is almost
impossible to even get an
appointment.

The OPCS asserted that it
has both the resources and will-

that students have a "mis-impres-
sion that the OPCS is not avail-
able to other majors because the
demand has been mostly in busi-
ness." He further stated that,
"based on demand we adjust to
the students' needs; we welcome
all students and are receptive to
them."

Naomi Kapp, Associate
Director of the OPCS, suggested
that, based on the hiring needs of
large business firms, on-campus
recruiting and placement for
most business positions begins
early in the year, whereas many

L S

where there is little demand for]
placement. Consequently, this|
promulgates the notion that thej
OPCS is discriminatory to liberal]
arts majors.

Kapp commented that "stu-|
dents in non-business majors|
often do not come to the OPCS
because of this mis-impression.”
She emphasized that the OPCS is]
open to anyone, and will strive tof
meet specialized needs.

Aviva Katz, SCW '98|
majoring in speech pathology,
said that, "when I was applying to|
graduate school, 1 brought in an|

_ essay to the OPCS last-minute,|

and they responded with immedi-
ate assistance." In the last career]
fair, the OPCS made a point to}
entertain graduate schools and]
non-business oriented compa-
nies. However, several students
said that despite the effort thel
OPCS made, the Career Fair was
a waste of time for non-business|
majors.

The OPCS maintains tha|
employment literature, and up-to-|
date job books exist that students|
may utilize. Additionally, the]
OPCS offers students the oppor-|
tunity to discuss their concerns

no: ions do not
SPONSOr On-campus recruitment,
nor begin recruitment until sec-
ond semester. Additionally, less
information exists about fields

ding its performance. Kapp
encourages all students to avail

themselves of the services|

offered by the OPCS.

Opens Anew

Ayelet Grun
News Editor

arking the begin-
ning of a new
semester,

Hannah Shonfield. President of
SCWSC, invited the entire SCW
student population to an open
forum meeting during Club Hour
on February 4, 1998.
Approximately 33 students,
mostly SCWSC board members
and club leaders, came to the
meeting.

Shonfield congratulated
five academic clubs and seven
sociat clubs for fulfilling their
requirement of two activities for
the Fall '97 semester and for "ser-
vicing the needs of the students”
with activities that "attract and
cater to a wide variety of Stern
students."

These clubs, along with
others, were given awards in
recognition for their hard work.

April Simon, President of
the Sophomore Class, and her
board were singled out for "typi-
fying what Student Council
should be." Their work on the
apple and honey Rosh Hashanah-
grams, class Shabbaton, ice skat-
ing with the Freshman class, the
book-selling list and fashion
show was noted with much
applause.

Shira Hecht, SCWSC
Vice-President, announced forth-
coming events for the Spring ‘98
semester and encouraged stu-
dents to attend and show their
support.

The meeting ended with
open discussion, whereupon stu-
dents proposed new ideas and
suggestions for Student Council.
Some of the suggestions includ-
ed an 80's dance party in the art
studio and individual web pages
for each SCWSC club.

Stephanie ives, SCW '98,
noted that "a lot happens here [in
SCW]...even though we are a
small college,” and added the
importance of taking advantage
of the numerous activities.
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Tay Sachs Testing
to be Available in

Two Forms

Susan Jacobs
Executive Editor

he Jewish Genetic
Discase Screening
Committee will

offer two forms of testing to stu-
dents this spring. Students can
choose to be tested by Dor
Yeshorim, an Orthodox organiza-
tion that will not release results
directly to individuals who are
tested, or by the National Tay
Sachs and Allied Disease
Association of New York.

Dor Yeshorim gives results
"only in terms of compatibility,”
said Mrs. Frances Berkwits, a
genetic counselor who advises
people tested by both organiza-
tions. When patients are tested,
they are assigned an access num-
ber, and their results are stored in
a data base.

If two people who have
both been tested by Dor Yeshorim
want to find out if they are a
compatible match, they can call
up the database and enter both of
their access numbers. If both are
carrters, Dor Yeshorim will
inform them that they are not a
compatible match. If only one 15
a carrier, the system will not indi-
cate this fact, because if only one
partner is a carrier, there is no
danger of having a child with the
disease.

Dor Yeshorim developed in
response to stigmas associated
with being a carrier of a genetic
disease. Even though Tay Sachs
is recessive, and is only
expressed when an embryo
receives the gene from both par-
ents, in some communities, fear
of the disease promoted extra
concerns about carriers. "Before
the program was available, it was
very hard for healthy siblings [of
Tay Sachs children] to seek mar-
riage  arrangements,”  said
Berkwits.

Dor Yeshorim also tests for
three other recessive genetic dis-
eases common among Jewish
people: Cystic Fibrosis, Fanconi
anemia and Canavan Disease.
The system also provides testing
for Gaucher's Disease upon
request. While Tay Sachs is the
most frequently-occurning of the
diseases, in cases where both par-
ents are carriers for any one of
these diseases, there is a 25 per-
cent chance with each pregnancy
that a child will be born with the
disease.

Dor Yeshorim will only test
unmarried individuals who have

not been previously tested by
another  organization. Couples
identified as incompatible usual-
ty choose not to marry cach
other. "We ar¢ aware that a num-
ber of persons informed of
incompatible mates went on to
find another mate,” said
Berkwits.

According to Berkwits,
individuals who are tested by
morg cunventional means  are
usually married couples who are
thinking of having children,
although this type of testing is
also available to unmarried indi-
viduals. [f a husband and wife are
both identified as carriers, and
then decide to have children,
there are prenatal tests available
to determine if a fetus has Tay
Sachs.

One test can be adminis-
tered in the 49th or 50th day of
pregnancy. The other test is part
of the amniocentesis during the
14th week of pregnancy. If a fetus
tests positive for Tay Sachs, the
parents must decide if they
showtd abort the fetus.

"Halacha (Jewish law)
altows interruption in the first 40
days of pregnancy,” said
Berkwits.

The debilitating nature of
the disease makes parents reluc-
tant to allow a fetus with Tay
Sachs grow to full term. Tay
Sachs children experience seem-
ingly normal infancy, but at about
the age of one year, develop
blindness and paralysis and don't
live past the age of three. When
the parents know they are both
carriers, and have the prenatal
tests run, "the intent of the mar-
ried couple would be to interrupt
the pregnancy" if the fetus tested
positive, said Berkwits.

Berkwits has been involved
with Tay Sachs testing since it
became available 25 years ago. In
that time, she has seen a dramat-
ic decrease in instances of the
disease. She  worked at
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical
Center in Brooklyn for several
years. The facility has 16 beds
available to care for Tay Sachs
children. In previous years, all
the beds were filled, and there
was a waiting list of patients that
wanted to be admitted. Now,
there is only one patient in the
facility, evidence that Tay Sachs
testing programs have been suc-
cessful. "I have seen an absolute
miracle occur, only because of
carrier testing,"she said.

Feminism and Orthodoxy

continued from page 6

the interpretive keys in their
hands have allowed halacha to
fatl its purpose,” other voices
were much more moderate

In a plenary session dis-
cussing possible resolutions to
the problem of agunot -- women
who are effectively "chained” to
their husbands who will not grant
them Jewish divorces -~ Rabbi
Shlomo Riskin defended the tra-
ditional approach to marriages
"There must be ways of solution
that do not nullify the entire insti-
tution of marriage,” he said in
response to the recommendation
by Rabbi :manuel Rackman that
all  marriages be performed on
the rabbinic level. That change
would leave the possibility that
marriages later be annulled if a
husband refuses to grant a get.

"I don't believe if all mar-
riages become rabbinic we will
zain what we really want to gain,"
said Rabbi Riskin. "It's throwing
the baby out with the-bath water."
Rabbi Riskin also defended
the Rambam, a figure criticized
several times during the conven-
tion for supporting spousal abuse
and other anti-woman attitudes.
"Our wives are never to be seen
as captive women,” he said
attributing the sentiment to the
Rambam.

Rabbi Saul Berman also
addressed the issue of agunor He
spoke of the importance of listen-
ing to opinions that contradict the
weas widely held by the convens
tion's participants. "We  must
avoid demonizing contrary voic-
es," he said.. He also urged
paticnce to  those demanding
mnovations in I)IC murrmgc con-
tract. "We need to understand that
the process is crtical if we want
to achieve our goals,” he said.

In a session called "New
Religious Eeadership Roles for
Women."  Rabbanit  Chana
Henkin spoke about Devorah, the
Biblical prophetess and judge.
Rabbanit Henkin provided the
opinions of several rishonim that
said that Devorah made haluchic
decisions for the people she
judged. Rabbanit Henkin cited
the Sefer HuaChinuch as having
no objections to a learned woman
making  halachic  decisions.
"There is no hulachic opposition
to a woman issuing a halachic
ruling." she said.

Rabbanit Henkin suggested
that it is halachically possible for
women to be poskot (halachic
deciders). However, she stressed
that there are not yet women
learned enough to fill this capac-
ity. She also made a distinction
between women who are learned

Do vou love learning—
especially Jewish texts?

i a particular area of halachy
and arc capable of answening
other women's questions, particu-
larly in the arca of family purity,
and those who make onginal
haluchie decisions, The former
role 15 onc that students in
Nishmat, Rabbamit Henkin'ssem-
mary, are being trained to fill
The latter 15 not yet a pussibility

"Stop using  the  term
poseker” said Rabbanit Henkin
“Changes will not be made mn the
glare of the spotlight. Let our one
and only concern be the halacha.”

While some SCW students
expressed mixed feelings about
the approaches of various speak-
ers towards  Jewish tradition
and or temimism. most students
came away with positive feelings
about the conference

Stephanie ves, SCW 10K,
attended the conference last year
and this year. Last year's confer-
ence she felt was more focused
on feminism itself. while this
year's conference was more
geared towards halachic issues
"I felt itke we had a Modern
Orthodox conference that was
dealing with femmist 1ssues,” she
said

What are you doing next year?

SHE' ARIM may be for you.

We are luoking for ¢

few knowledgeable,

brighi und committed

Jewish womes and




Separate But Equal

continued from page 1
avplamed De Fiem Nalman, Dean of Student
Services SUlE they are vers nrch "eprollment

denven.” W there are more students i particulas
mstitution, then more money will beavalable
within the system s a result

Breakdown of Funding

At the start of cach vear, both SCWSC and
VOSC recene $34 for the fust 400 students i the
school and for the second group of
SCWSC recees S30 for evers student thereatier,
while YOSU recenes only $200 Money for SSSB
students 1 SCW are atlocated S83 per student RUN
S20 per student for those studymg on the main
campus, The two SSSBSCs are given additional

budgets that are almost equal (the Midtown coun-
1s $39 for the tirst 400 students in SSSB
s the Uptown campus receives $38 for the
first 400 studentst

While TAC recenes slightly more money
than SOY. the {BCSC and JSSSC councils almost
triple the aimount of money religiously onented
student councils receive Uptown. It 15 important
to note. however, that the money given to the
Uptown councils includes Smicha students as

well

Tensions may arise when there is a co-ed
avent that YUSC can atford to subsidize and
SCWSC cannot. In such cases, the councils must
cither both offer to subsidize their respective stu-
dents or agree W 4 compromise between the two
schools. In cases where it is financially unfeasible
for 4 council w0 fund a joint event because the
cvent's cost exveeds the council's allotted budget.
then the council may trn to the Office of Student
Services for assistance

Fopdxumple. when the debate team needed
about $5.000. Dean Karen Bacon, Dean Norman
Adler and Dr. Nulman cach contnibuted $1.000.

Dr. Nulman explained that it is his personal
job to find the money necessary to meet student’s
demands and interests, even if the cost exceeds
the allocated budget. He noted that help will be
provided to whatever extent possible and that he
will be an advocate on the student's behalf. He
added that the Office of Student Services is suc-
cessful in providing financial assistance about
90% of the time.

Nulman cmphasized that financial issues
should not be an obstacle for an event or program
for which an interest is expressed. He noted that
"if there's a program or an activity they want to
have, they shouldn't be denied on financial
grounds.” Even if the immediate financial
resources of a particular council seem limited,

Observer
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efforts way be made w0 recene funding from
variety of other sourees, He sad that there is a
Brited well of mones avalable, but th 1t there s a
budget and he 1 "prepared 1o spendat”

The question then arises as (o whether or
Nt YU tecenes 4 areater degree of represcatation
YL overall as aresult

Shonfickd deseribed the Ofhce of Student
Seryeds ax being "ven teceptine.” She remarked
at 101s ofien frostaating o have a limited budget
where she "van't give everyone evervthing” sull,
ahe sl Mthere are other resources Pye been able
1o turn o, so that we can assuge thai our pro-
gramming can take place.”

Different Needs for Differcnt Students

Dean Bacon, noted that while the Uptown
and Midtown campuses may have similar general
. they have different orders of priorities. As
the

nee
4 result of the schools' different intere!

University atiempts to cater to the §' spe-
cific desires. The Super Bowl party in YC for
example, was based on popular demand of YC
students

While SCW students have a choice of baliet
to fulfill their gym requirements. the Uptown
campus offers wrestling.  The Midtown fitness
rooms are cquipped with more cardlova)'dﬁar
equipment than weights, since the needs of the
SCW students differed from the students in YC

Education Without Representation

While YCSC has more students, the
v attempts to ensure that there is equal

Linwver.
representation from each campus when meeting
with University administrators. When students
met with Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm to discuss stu-
dent issucs, for example, both SCW and YC were
about equally represented. At the Chanukah din-
ner. there was an equal amount of student leaders
from each campus. Nulman cxplained that YC
having more enrolled students, does not yield
greater strength to their standing in YU. Attention
is equally directed toward issues of concern.

Dr. Nulman emphasized that many changes
have been implemented in response to popular
demand from students and continued efforts wil!
be made in this regard. Concern was raised over
YC having easier access to YU offices, based on
their geographical proximity. In an effort to
address this issue, Dr. Nulman has traveled to
SCW more frequently now then ever before.

SCW students have complained that they
need representatives from each University office
in Midtown to reduce “the dysfunctional bureau-
cracy" that often makes a simple request into a
trip on the ‘A’ train Uptown. They have yet to see
the University make large strides to remedy
SCW’s limited access.
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meart that students should let

harhselves be taken advantage of.

ore often than not,
SCW students ¢an
be heard cvaluat-
ing themselves against their coun-
terparts uptown at YGR"They have

s better lxbrary, more classes, &
Py . .

There is a difference between grip-
ing and giving: constmctlve criti-
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Brooke Klein
Observer Staff Writer

hat's the newest craze to
appear in the SCW cafete-
ria? Well, it's a fresh and

healthy fruit drink, appropriately named,
“Fresh Samantha." The linc of fruit drinks
is foaded with vitamins and minerals, not
o mention strange ingredients.

"Fresh Samantha" first appeared at
YC and was brought there by Jacob
Lieberman, Associate Director of Food
Services. "Lots of changes go on during
the year,” he said in reference to the intro-
duction of new products in the cafetenia.
“There is a process involved in the food
industry. 1'm a member of different orga-
nizations, | read about the products, attend
conferences about food. learn about prod-
ucts  from frade magazines,” said
Licberman.

Before bringing in a new product,
several steps must be taken. First, the
supervision of the product has to be
approved by the Orthodox Union. Then the
product must be investigated to see how
students react and how the company works
with the untversity. -

"The response was very positive”,
said Lieberman. "Over the years you watch

products and see how somcthing works
and 11 the company supports at” he said
"We want the students o be happy. Each

year there are new products brought in,

like the tuna wraps.”

Photosyathesis getting you down?
Try a Shot of Chlorophyit.

“Fresh Samanthas™ contain an ssort-
ment of fresh fruit juices. Mango, papaya,
orange, apple, pincappie and banana are on
the conservative side. In “Desperately
Seeking € rosehips and betacarotene are
part of the biend. In “The Big Bang.” wild
Maine blueberries, wheat grass, chlorella
algae, wheat sprouts and bee pollen are all
included and are supposed to give you that
extra boast needed to get thorugh a long
hard day. Whenever one feels a lack of
sunshine in her life, she can try the
“Spirulina Fruit Blend” with chlorophyll.

“The story behind “Fresh Samantha”
is written in pamphlets displayed next to
the juices in the Midtown Center cafeteria.
Seventeen years ago a couple started grow-
ing sprouts in their basement and distrib-
uted them to a food co-op. They were suc-
cessful, and the venture became a tamily
business.

"The juice is more like a produce
item and there is a totally different way of
handling 1t.” said Doug Levin, the compa-
ny CEO, son of the family that started the
business and father of Samantha, the prod-
uct’s namesake. "All the distribution has
to be refrigerated, it is taken from Maine to
as far as New York city and Washington,
D.C. by. staff employees.” he said. The
famity got involved in juice because they
wanted to be distributors for a man in

Fresh Samathas are the latest rage in the SCW caf

Portiand whom they heard was making
carrot juice. The man was not interested,
but a few years later his lawyer called
Levin to say that the man had stopped pro-
ducing carrot juice and they could now
take over the business

After its first year of production, the
company realized the juice would be good
for college students. "Even though it's
expensive, we realized that college stu-
dents are more in tune with their health
than the older crowd.” said Levin. "Our
first uccount was Tufts University and the
product took off in the college market”

“The idea to make the drink kosher
arose for two reasons. From a business
standpoint, the high standards that we have
for our juice are compatible with the high
kosher standards. From a religious stand-
point, we realized that without the kosher

certification. many people wouldn't be
able to enjoy our juice.” said Levin

"The drink itself is much more hike
the product of a regional dairy or yogurt
company. The juice has a very short shelt
life because it is made fresh every day.”
Levin stated. "I'd love[~Fresh Samantha™]
to be as big as Snapple but because 1's per-
1shable 3t just can't be on the shelf that
long." The marketing strategy. Levin said.
15 to start in the urban areas and gradually
in 1o the suburbs. "Fresh
Samantha™ has been in New York for the
last five months. and the company itself
only five years old

Licberman said "we have o nstill
excitemnent with the students who are in
school day in and day out. As long as the
product moves and the supen ision is good.
we'll keep it
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Who are the People in Your Neighborhood?

Gila Rosenthal
Observer Staff Writer

Jessie:

She wraps our tuna wraps, heats up
our pizzas and dishes out vur food. She
scrambles behind the counter. rushing teo

fill the orders of students who are trying to |

grab a quick bite before, or during,
class -- and abwavs with a broad|
smile on her face

Borm in Manhattan's Lower,
East Side, J was bred in the
culinary arts from the time she was
voung. She credits her love of cook-
ing to her grandmother, who lived|
with her tamily for a short time and
was a copious baker. She remem-
bers spending many Sunday after-
noons creating little pastries with
her grandmother when she was as

young as seven years otd.

The decision to choose the
tield of food service as her career|
was not made untit her senior year

dinner tor me and my brother.”

She graduated from high school in
1992 and then attended the culmary school
at Johnson *and Wales University 1n
Providence, Rhode Istand. However, she
was forced to leave after a year due fo
financial constraints and got her first job

ly again."

She subsequently worked at bakeries
and volunteered in soup Kitchens. She was
employed at Taylor's Bakery on Hudson
Street for about a year, and then at Burke
and Burke, a gourmet food store. When
asked to recall her funniest experiencg, she

of high school. Ruminating on her Jesse greats us with smiles, makes our tuna wraps, and she’s met JFK Jr.!

tuture. she tried to picture herself

sitting in an office - and couldn't. "Even
though 1 like accounting and computers,
I'm much more down to ecarth. [ need to
work with people. I liked the food service
- I'd always done it anyway. My mother
worked full time when 1 was in high
school. and 1 was responsible for making

working at the Seaport Paris Cafe as a
short-order line cook. "I'il never forget
that!" she says about her experience work-
ing in the smali, hot kitchen. "We were all
buddies, but being cramped in such a smalt
area, we would argue a lot. As soon as the
day was over, though, we would be friend-

was at first at a loss as to where to begin.
"There are so many!" she laughs. "The
food service is all fun and games - you get
to eat while you work!" She remembers the
time JFK, Jr. came in to place an order at
Burke and Burke. "I said, 'That will be
$8.50 - do you have fifty cents?" He was

like, 'Nooooo!" All the women were stand-
ing around watching, in awe. As soon as he
left, they all jumped on me, asking if I had
gotten his phone number!™

Jessie came to SCW at the beginning
of November. Growing up in the Lower
East Side, she was exposed to a lot of
kosher food. "Ratner's was the
best!"” she exclaims about the long-
standing restaurant.

She is very enthusiastic about
the students at SCW. "All the girls
are great - really respectful and
polite. They say hello, thank you:
not just, ‘can | have..?" Working at
so many places, you see really rude
people, people who just throw you
the money." She also appreciates the
fact that her co-workers are so nice,
which she is most apprehensive
about when starting a new job.

What are her plans for the
futurc? She hopes one day to run her
own catering business. "I don't see
myself working in a kitchen for the
next ten years." She also dreams of
teaching children about food and cooking.
"I love children. Eventually, | see myself
working with kids." She might even go
back to school to become a nutritionist.

But for now, her business is still in
tuna wraps and smiles.

. 4
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fo Teach

Rena Krakowski
Observer Stuff Writer

s any SCW student on the advanced
Aludanc Studies track will tell you,
Rabbi Mordechat Cohen is on the A-
list of teachers to take. Aithough students might ini-
tially be intimidated by Rabbi Cohen's exacting
policies and the amount of work required for his
courses, Rabbi Cohen's classes always scem to be
filled to capacity.

Students quickly learn that any of the
demands and responsibilities related to the courses
pale significantly in comparison to everything they
tearn from him. He imparts more than just knowi-
edge of the material. Rabbi Cohen teaches a disci-
pline - a way of thinking and learning. His attitude
towards learning draws students who absorb his
enthusiasm and desire to think seriously abouf
Torah.

Rabbi Cohen has been teaching in SCW since
1992 and in YC since 1988, in addition to his cur-
rent teaching position at Bernard Revel Graduate
School. After attending YC, RIETS, BRGS (where
he received his Ph.D. in Bible), as well as two fsraeli
Yeshivot, Yeshivat Kerem B'Yavneh and Yeshivat

Har Etzion,- Rabbi- Cohen- considered himself-an.

insider to the YU scene when he began teaching.
Because he knew the tricks and shortcuts students
commonly take in their education, he was success-
ful in getting them to perform at full capacity. His
marriage to Suzanne Rapaport, a former SCW stu-
dent, in 1990 gave him more of a connection to the
SCW setting as well.

Elisheva Ginsburg, SCW ‘99 was struck by
Rabbi Cohen's significant efforts to get to know

each of his students right at the beginning of the -

course. "I really saw that he was sincere in wanting
to get to know us through the Chanukah Chagiga he
hosted in his house - which no other teacher here
has done, as far as I know.” She explained that while
the course is very structured, and Rabbi Cohen is
serious about his expectations of the students, he
designs his classes with the interest of the students
in mind - that they should be able to sharpen their
Torah learning skills despite their hectic schedules.

Ginsburg believes that Rabbi Cohen'’s teach-
ing philosophy - which he describes as enabling stu-
dents to maximize their potential in learning by
"harnessing their thirst for knowledge" and chan-
neling it through structured coursework - is suc-
cessfully implemented. She was impressed with
Rabbi Cohen's visible concern for his students and
his genuine offers to help them.

Shoshana Klein, SCW '99, -admired Rabbi
Cohen's personal humility. She thanked him once
for something he mentioned in class that she partic-
ularly appreciated, and he responded by deflecting
the complement and focusing on the good of the
class. He wanted to know what exactly it was she
benefited from so he could incorporate it more in
his classes. Characteristically, Rabbi Cohen consid-
ers "any measure of success a result of the quality of
the students and their motivation.”

Concerning the interplay between students’
common experience of attending YU after studying
in Israel, Rabbi Cohen explained that because he
and his wife "still have a strong foothold in the spir-
it [of the Israel experience] we can help our students
keep that flame alive back in America. Students
should not feel despair upon returning to America.
There is much to gain from lgarning Torah here -
and from Madda as well.”

Rabbi Cohen considers his wife a vital con-
tributor to his teaching. The Cohens open their

Rabbi Mordechai Cohen

home 1o students and feel this enriches their teach
ing role.

Klein described a meeting she had with Rabbi|
Cohen regarding some questions she had about th
contrast between the philosophy she absorbed in|
Israel and the one of YU. The resolution”? "[Rabbj
Cohen} bridged the world of Isracl and Stern fon
me.”

Rabbi Cohen feels that his years as a student]
of Rav Aharon Lichtenstein at Yeshivat Har Etzio
prior to his attendance at YC allowed him to under
stand and appreciate the “Torah U'Madda” phijoso
phy. "Madda enhances the primary {focus of] Torah|
and...help[s one] appreciate the more subtle eleq
ments the world has to offer.”

He emphasizes that students must take full
advantage of the educational opportunities at YU,
both in the Judaic studies department as well as inl
the secular departments. Rabbi Cohen doublef
majored in mathematics to work on fundamental
questions that had always interested him, and}
because he wanted his belief in Judaism "to bef
based on a solid foundation - not because 1 had nof
taken time to think about it."

In addition to Rabbi Herschel Schachter, his
Rabbi at RIETS. Rabbi Cohen found mentors at YC|
whose goals were similar to his own, including Dr,
Arthur Hyman, Dr. David Shatz and Rabbi Sol
Roth, who guided him in his examination of "the|
Torah angle of philosophy.” Rabbi Cohen was pro-
foundly influenced by Dr. Lee, his English profes-
sor, who introduced him to a type of modern liter-
ary theory that added a new dimension and per-
spective to Rabbi Cohen's analysis of Tanach|
During his post-college studies in Israel, Rabbi
Cohen met with two authors, Amos Chakham and|
Nechama Leibowitz, whose works he had studied
extensively and who had influenced his learning]
style.

Rabbi Cohen's seven undergraduate course]
repertoire includes Psalms, Biblical Exegesis, Job|
Minor Prophets, Exodus, Ramban Al HaTorah and|
The Five Megillot, in addition to his BRGS courses.
Choosing to teach each course involved careful
deliberation. Commenting on his Psalms course,)
Rabbi Cohen explained, "the book of Psalms is one
I particutarly love because it really speaks to every
individual's feelings and thoughts .. .about Hashem
and Emunah. Extracting the feelings of David inj
Psalms from the [actual] words is exciting...if
makes it more meaningful. [The book of] Psalms is|
so interesting [in part] because it deals with,
thoughts we all have every day.”

Rabbi Cohen enjoys teaching Job and relay-
ing its "profound message of how to deal with one's
own suffering, and [moreover] the suffering of oth-
ers, as well as how 10 be a good friend. It is a hard]
sefer, but rewarding to learn." Students have told
him his course “enriches their religious experience."|

Rabbi Cohen appreciates teaching the YU
population of serious students who study Torah not
just academically, but religiously. He enjoys stu-
dents' fresh perspectives and insights that make
teaching the same course, even the tenth time, an
interesting expericnce. However, one of the mos!
rewarding experiences, explained Rabbi Cohen, 1|
following the personal and mtellectual growth of]
students who continue on in his courses, sometimes;
even through the graduate school level. He derives
satisfaction from students who return fo him and|
report that because of his course, they are now|
much more sensitive in their reading of Tanach and]
more sophisticated in their Torah learning.

[y

Mot SUmvantecdecAa bo lmprove

B CRE scoves, greomdes or vmuch of

oy tlhing.

Save the World |

ounds like a tough misston. doesn't 1?7 Throughout the

S millenia, man has been strugghng to resolve these basie

world problems. The amount of brainpower devoted 10

the pondering of these 1ssucs is immeasurable

been made but all have resulted in failure
remains in‘the sad state it s today

But this column is not here to depress vou. In fact, I've
come to uplift your spirits. Little me, with the inspiration of Yeshiva
University behind me, has finally solved alt the world's problems,
The pain and suffering of all mankind will finally come to an end!
How, you ask? Simple....with the invention of the multi-purposc.
multi-faceted, Yeshiva Untversity Student [.D. card! 11!

DEPRESSION - You sce. ever since | received my very
own 1D card on that fateful day in late August. my whaole hife has
completely turned around. 1 had spent the first 1% years of my life
with no true identity. Sure, I had filled out the little identification
card that came with my wallet. And every article of clothing | own
has my name sewn to it (my mother's a little overprotective). But
still. something was lacking in my identity. 1 just wasn't sure who [
was supposed to be. What role was | expected to play in this world”
‘What was my mission in life? So many unanswered
questions. ......but then. [ received an 1D card.._{ finally knew who |
was!t (What a relief!))

And that's not all the card did for my self-esteem. Ah, how
sophisticated do | feel as | confidently march into the school build-
ing. smoothly flashing my 1D card at the guards. nose in the air, with
a nonchalant nod of the head. No longer does that library card take
a prominent place in my wallet, I've moved on to bigger and better
things - a license. a credit card. business cards. and now an official
ID card. Just call me Miss Cool. 1f only the rest of the world could
own their own cards. no one would ever have a low self-esteem

FAMINE - It's 2:30 in the afternoon and [ haven't eaten all
day! T am absolutely starving! The only thing [ can think about is a
nice, hot meal. The second class is over, I rush downstairs to the
caf. where the flash of my card once again is my salvation - food at
last! 1f only the malnourished children of Bosnia could be privy to
ID cards of their own, starvation throughout the world could be erad-
icated.

Many attempts ha.o
And thus the world

IGNORANCE - Not only does the card provide emotional
and physical assistance. the academic benefit of the card is immea-
surabie. Admittance into the Stern College building requires only a
card and a smile. Not only that, if one would like to check out
books on any topic, she simply needs to present her card to the
librarian. The U.S. government is constantly debating how to
improve the country's education, why don't they look into the educa-
tional advantages of a YU card.

DISEASE - [ recently discovered the newest benefit of my
ID card. It was Tu B'Shvat and my roommates and [ were looking
for a way to make the day more meaningful. We were already
dressed up as trees (Okay, so we are a little nerdy but at least we
made an effort to remind the student body what day it was. We're all
in the same Ist period class so we figured if we all showed up in
green shirts and brown skirts, trees painted on our faces. and bows
in our hair, it wouldn't be too humiliating. Just our luck - the teacher
decided not to show up so we didn't get to make a group appear-
ance.) but we wanted more. So we decided - wouldn't it be the per-
fect time to try out the new Samantha fruit juices which were quick-
ly becoming the most popular purchase at the Stern caf? They
looked innocent enough - cute little bottles of freshly squeezed
orange juice, grapefruit juice, etc. [t was a little odd that each little
bottle cost $2.30 but that's not so strange for the caf. | didn't want to
try anything too boring but [ decided to steer clear of the Spirulina
Fruit Blend and the Protein Blast. After slight hesitation, | chose the
Big Bang, a blueberry drink. As I took my first sip, I wondered why
it was so thick and what that weird taste was. 1t tasted pretty bad but
I had to finish it - after all, it was $2.30. But then | turned to check -
out the ingredients and [ was in for the shock of a lifetime - | had
Ju>t consumed lechitin whea! gmss chlorella algae, quinoa, wheat

At ﬁr:st, I was :Ilghlly groxscd out but 1hen it occurred to me - this
stuff was probably really healthy..I'll probably never get-sick again'
With all that algae and spirulina on my side, what bacteria would
dare attack??? So world disease can be solved by an ID card's pur-
chase of a shot of dandelion root.

if only the card could make the elovatorarrive on dema.nd
wouldn't the world would bea perfect place
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A Stern Education

nervous breakdown. 1t finally hit me that [ am a second semester senior. The impheations

! t the end of last semester, when the registrar finally handed out the course books, | had a

of this are frightening. Not only does it mean that 1 have to write my senior thesis, but
when 1 graduate in May. a huge part of my life will be over.
1 trv to be an optimist, so | am also aware that & huge part of my life is about to begin. Yet it still is

a litie unsetdling. [t's unsettling that instead of just paying a set tuition that includes room and board, 1

now have to go out 1nto the
ty blanket.

“real” world and figure all of that stuff out for myself. No more Stern securi-

As if that weren't enough to worry about. as | was deciding which courses wanted to take during
my last semester. it dawned on me that 1 may never again have the opportunity or time to take whatever
classes | want (cspecially under the sponsorship of my parenis). | suddenly felt the urge to sign up for

ovel

1 narrowed it down 1o a reasonable work-load, and was satisfied.
My friends at other colleges often ask me if I feel [ acquired a good education at SCW. The)/{}
this because there is a common misconception that the academic education at SCW is a joke. As | signed
up for my last semester. [ became confident that this is indeed a misconception. Looking back on my
vears at SCW, | can now firmly respond to my friends. "Yes, I did receive a good education.”
In fact, although many may disagree, [ truly believe that SCW offers a great education. However, it

is unde

- stngle teacher and class that [ had ever wanted to take. Once 1 realized that I was not Superwoman,

standable that this misconception was brought into existence because not everyone takes advan-

tage of the courses offered. Not everyone believes that in the long run, an easy "A" is not as beneficial as

a hard-carned "B." That is not 1o s
demanding teachers. | have also taken my share of easy "A's.

more

that everyone should take only the hardest classes and the most
But for many, there is no desire to gain

1 could use the argument that for twenty thousand dolfars a year, students at least owe it to their
parents to get the most out of college. but that is not my point. It seems to me that it should be a goal
intrinsic to everyone, | realize that not everyone is interested in learning on how Descartes proves the
existerice ofGod or why Milton's Paradise Lost-was one of the greatest-influences of the Seventeenth
Century. (I personally have little interest in what function mitochondria have in paramecia.) But I believe
if given the opportunity, one shoutd explore and pursue their interests to the fullest extent possible. And
ves. One can do that at Stern. But only if one tries.

itter 1o the editor

First Class Citizen

egarding "Second
Class Citizens" in
he last issue of The

Observer: [ have been concerned
over the equality of educational
opportunities offered in Yeshiva
College and Stern Coflege since 1
began as a student here in 1995,
After a recent discussion with a
professor of mine (who shall
remain nametless), I began to con-
sider the perspective that Ms.
Laufer's articie only briefly men-
tioned: SCW and YC are differ-
ent institutions with different stu-~
dent bodies that have different
needs, and thus should not be
compared.

It seems to me (and my
“nameiess” professor agrees) that
comparison can be constructive
only to the extent that it will
improve one's own chances of

.achieving one’s own goals. So, in

our case, any comparison

" between SCW and YC cannot be
constructive until the students’

here first reevaluate and clarify
what their goals in coming to this
mstitution are.

To quote my “"nameless”
professor, Stern College (through
its students) "has a lot of poten-
tial." Stern aiready offers many
top-quality courses and enrolls
many enthusiastic learners. (it is
unfortunate that Ms. Laufer's
article does not cite these aspects
as some of our greatest strengths

at SCW.) Our goal as an educa-
tional institution should be to
give each student the opportunity
o become an educated, mature
individual. who can be self-con-
fident in whichever direction she
chooses to go after she graduates.
(Unfortunately, this goal may not
be stressed enough to students
here [and in other colleges as
well]. It is often seen as sec-
ondary or urimportant compared
to "getting the degree." We all
fall into this trap at times: “Get
the BA. Who cares if we sleep
through it?"}

Seen in this light, having
our own pool or extra course
offerings may not be as signifi-
cant as they may seem. What is
significant is that women's minds
-- women themselves -- can
flourish here. Thus, comparison
between SCW and YC is obsolete
to the extent that we want what
they have, but not what we, uﬁy
need (don't get me wrong - a pool
would be nice - but how impor-
tant is it?)

If we feel that courses or
professors that students have
Uptown are something that we-
need fere not because we don't
have them, but because we need
them to foster our own growth,
that is a significant concern.

Another significant con-
cern is that we can live here com-
fortably (which, in turn, helps us

to learn - and function - better.)
YC has the advantage of space
that we do not. But the purchase]
and renovation of Schottenstein]
Residence Hall was a step in the
right direction to help women
here reach their educational
goals. Hooking up all of Stern's]
computers to the Internet (some-
thing previously available to YC
students) was another such step.
We need more initiatives such as
these not necessarily to "be as
good as YC" but to be a good
school FOR US.

Openness to taking our
own initiatives for improvement}
without a thought to what may ot}
may not be going on Uptown
would be a useful attitude tol
develop here. There is some of]
this movement here, but it is
never enough. For example,
hope that in future articles]
regarding SCW's "status” the|
writer mentions the advantages|
students here have for enjoying|
what our vicinity and city has to|
offer educationally, culturally,
etc. We are minutes away from|
some of the world's greatest
libraries and museums.

We should pat ourselves on]
the back and keep looking for|
ward, We're doing well here. Buyj
let's not limit ourselves.

Deborah S. Roth, SCW ‘98

Deborak i
an SCH
sewior major-

ing in psy-

Deborah S. Roth

chalogy.

Dispelling Sterotypes

he "typical Stern girl”: an immature. unintelligent, mar-
I riage and clothing obsessed “girl "

Let's try some other stereotypes:

_The “typical" Harvard student: brainiac, always in the books,
pocket-protecting, glasses-wearing, astrophysicist nerd male.

The "typical” OhurState student: football player/checrleader,
beer guzzler.

The "typical” SUNY Geneseo student: party animal, cow tip-
per.

The “typical" Barnard student: liberal feminist who preaches
an open mind but dare 1 say sn0b? (Remember, it's only a stereo-
type!)

Some of these stereotypes I have heard from friends, some are
around from society, and some are just sort of there. So | wonder
what 1 would think if [ were to bump into an intellectual, quiet
natured, animal rights activist who goes to SUNY Geneseo? | would
think, well that's certainly an exception to the rule. And what a mys-
tery.

Funny that that hypothetical reaction of mine sounds so famil-
iar. It reminds me of two years ago -- my first year at Stern. When |
started meeting people who didn't fit the stereotype that was
implanted in my head. Well, most students are like that, but she's
different. Or even: she dresses so "typical,” but she's smart -- and
not self-defeating in her manner! Or: She's engaged/married and has
personal goals! Or: the way she acts you would think that she had
always-been in yeshiva/public school/from the States, Israel, the
East, West!

But I have to admit that it took me until this year {and 1 still
struggle with this) to realize that so many women here who 1've been
able to speak to for more than a minute or two (that's often how
short a time it takes to move someone across the dividing line
betweén "typical” and "exceptional™) do not fit the stereotype! Then
I}began to wonder, where is the typical Stern girl?

[ would say that if you think you know a "typical Stern girl"--
even if you've spoken to her for an hour or befriended her for a week
or a year -~ you're wrong. You probably don't know her very well --.
well enough to decide that she's a lot more LIKE YOU -~ human,
and therefore unique - than you think.

Back to stereotypes. Every school has negative ones, as we've
gotten a taste of above. So why does our stereotype make print
news? Because many of the students here believe it, and somewhere
inside they are distressed -- and not so much because the stereotype
may give some YC or Barnard student something to laugh about.

We came to this school to build our futures and ourselves.
Automatically, we are associated with the stereotype of an institution
full of “girls" who have few visions for themselves. None of us want
to be associated with that -- no matter how close to the stereotype
one may supposedly fall. It grates on all of our self-images as
women and people worthy of respect. It even grates on the self-
images of those students who consider themselves completely excep-
tional, and make every effort to disassociate themselves with the
stereotype.

Perhaps the stereotype will always be around -- though I cer-
tainly hope not. But we can change its intensity and the power it has
over us. The way to do that is not to ignore it and say “I'm not typi-
cal," but to attempt to change how we view each other. If each of us
could see a little more clearly how every student we pass in the halls
deviates from the stereotype at least a little, then the stereotype can
be dispelled.

1f more of us could get up the guts to challenge the stereotype
when we hear it, from a Stern student or someone else, then we
might reap the rewards of feeling so much better about ourselves and
Stern College. This is all easier said than done, T admit. But we owe
it to ourselves - and to our daughters -- to try.




27 Shevat, 5758

Observer

Page 13

Dassi Zeidel
Cudtural Aris Editor

ollywood  Pictures’  new

refease. "Deep Rising.” 15 a

sci-fic action thrifler with
fots of gore and little substance. Treat
Witliams stars as Finnegan, an adventure-
seeking captain who thinks he is prepared
for any challenge the sca throws his way.
His motto -- "if the cash is there, we don't
care."-- says it all and it's not until haltway
through the movie that he and the audience
learn' the purpose of his mysterious jour-
ney to the South China Sea. Traveling the
same waters is the grand cruise ship. the
Argonautica, complete with a casino and
the latest in technology. Embarking on the
ship's maiden voyage, the inhabitants are
ail out for a good time, partying the night
away. Then, disaster strikes.

Finnegan and his crew (which
includes a handful of thugs) encounter the
targe cruise ship, and after some exploring
they discover it to be infested with mon-
strous sea creatures that have taken over
and devoured everyone in their way. The
few survivors include Trillian (Famke
Janssen), the beautiful jewel thief, the cap-
tain (Derrick O'Connor) and the ship's e&i
and shallow owner, Canton (Anthony
Heald). When the crew discovers the ball-
room floor covered with bloody skeletons,

Gruesome amphibious creatures stalk the last surviving passengers on a sinking luxury cruise liner

they realize the danger they are in, and the
run for their lives begins.

Although it's exciting, the film's plot
is contrived, the characters underdevel-
oped, and nothing much happens. The sus-
pense is expected and the dialogue is
cliched. However, the movie is entertain-
ing and the characters mesh well together.
In a typical good-guys-always-win-bad-
guys-gei-theirs flick, Finnegan and his pal
Joey Pantucci (Kevin J. O'Connor) run
through the ship dodging the gruesome sea
creatures while the bad guys bumbie along
bickering with each other and scheming all

the way.

Pantucei, the George Costanza-tike
sidekick, provides the movie's humor with
his observations and questions, and he
does it with flair. Heald manages to bring
charisma to a character that is more than
just a villain, and he gives Canton a mad
scientist quality. The actors manage to
convince the audience that the creatures
are real; their fright is genuine and the
creatures truly look enormous and over-
powering.

Perhaps "Deep Rising" was released
too close to "Titanic" but the similarities

here do not measure up. Both occur on the
maiden voyage of a luxury liner that is
destroyed by the end of the movie. The
Argonautica is definitely decadent but
there is no sense of grandeur or civility,
The shift from party-boat to bloodbath is
sudden, and the transition takes some get-
ting used to. Stephen Sommers' "Deep
Rising" has some amazing special effects,
but the story line could use some work.
The movie is exciting but the only depth is
in the water.




Oscar Snub
“Eve’s Bayou”

Dassi Zeidel

[ {pn B

hers:
that

< the time of the Acadeny Awards

nears, there s much specul-

ton s which movies
will be selected for the coveted honors
af best preture, direcon actor actress
and the like The films contendig foc
James

bost picture fange trom

Cameren's big budget. achion-packed

ronuantic epre T Tian
pondenthy “Good

Hunting ”

produced

“LLAL Confidental” is alse i the run-

nitgs with the debut of promising new actors

XCU A anoanteiguing mysiery. but

Spielhery'’s powerfully evocatve "Amistad”
tarted (o garner o best pieture nonunation
One movie that seems to have shpped
through the cracks 15 Kast Lemon's "bve's
Tackson. Jurnee

Bavou.” starrmg Samuel |
Smollett. Lynn Whitheld and Debbu

Set in Lowsiana's bayvou country ¢irca 1962,
the film focuses on the Batistes, a prosperous
black family. descendants of the town's original

inter-racial. sgmcrs.

The gction stems from the events of one
summer fight during a party at the Batistes
when 10-year-old Eve (Jurnee Smollett) wit-
nesses the philandering of the father whom she
she deals with her feelings and
memories. Eve is confronted by confu-
ston. guilt and rage and she derives an
irreversible scheme with the innocence

adores

and naivete of a girl her age.

Eve's Aunt Mozelle. portrayed by

soap opera star Debbie Morgan,

thrice-widowed fortune-tefler whose pre-

dictions serve as a guide and refer-
ence to those close to her. She
explains her powers as "the gift of
sight” a "gift" that
Eve too possesses.
Afternoons spent with
her aunt. as well as
her  own intuition,
tead Eve in her deci-

sion-making. The threat of an eccentric old fortune-
telier, played by Diahann Carroll, scares most peo-
ple, however Eve is intrigued. Her visions contra-
dict those of Mozelle and at this point Eve finds

to the inde-
Wil

Steven

Morgan

as
niti
L.

i

s a

its enigma.
1t’s a sham
the Academy.

Lae's voice-over confession - "The

particularly /r)hq.\c
between the women in the family,

become stronger

and "Hanging with Mr. Cooper.”
Smollett play
ticity and maturity rarcly seen in
such young actors. Her performance,

Oscar caliber and deserve such recog-|

outstanding as well. Jackson manages|
to charm, even at times where his

to their cuiture and at the same time struggle with

ol on the brink of seli=discovery]
will change her life forever,
Although the movie begins with)

sumner Lkilled my tather Twas 0]
vears old” - the outeome 15 ne-
ther obvious nor expected. The
subject of memory as well ay
family dynamics plavs a cru-
cial role i the unraveling of
cvents as seen (hrough Fae's
l0-year-old eyes. Certain,
relationships crumble while]

athers.

The most powertul aspect of
this film is the superb acting on all
accounts. Particularly outstanding]
is Jurnee Smollett. who has been
seen on TV sitcoms "Full House™

Eve with an authen-|

welt as that of Debbi Morgan, are|

on.
Eve's parents, played by Samuel
Jackson and Lynn Whitfield are|

character should have been|
repulsive. Whitfield dodges thel
trap of the pitiful and neglected|
wife and manages to face her|
adversity with grace and|
strength.

Amy Vincent does a won-
derful job filming this pic-|
ture, capturing the charm|
and romance of the Deep)|
South.  Thel
screenplay by
Kasi Lemons|
depicts a peo-
ple who trust]
and hold on

e that it has not been recognized by

Chekhov’s Three

Sisters

Sarah Cate

Observer Staff Writer

he Cannon Theatre

Company ts current-
L -

Iy performing Three

Sisters, by Anton Chekhov. The
production 15 a well-rounded.
sound one. although the modern
juxtaposition of an cnormous

television en spanning the

entire ‘stage is pointless and dis-
tracting. As the play begins. an

image of three women 1;1 thewr
appears. They are sit-
ting on a beneh along the beach
and as they begin to speak in
Russian, the voices of the three

late filties

title actors emanate from the rear
of the theatre, as they translate
the words of the screen charac-
ters into Enghish. The speech of
the screen characters and the
actors s awkward and poorly
timed, as the actors never could
quite speak at the same time as
their  screen  components
Director  Richard  Kimmel's
attempt to invoke a sense of mod-
ernism fails miserably.

The play is set in rural pre-
Revolutionary Russia. It is the
story of three sisters and their
brother, who dream of moving to
Moscow, their birthplace. Typical
of a Chekhov drama, the sisters,
Olga, Masha and Irina, are all
fixated on the concept that their
1ives will instantly improve when
they return to Moscow. The
Prozorov family is of the privi-
leged upper class, supported by
their inheritance from their
father, who was a general in the
Russian army.

Chekhov also explores the
concept of work, through the
Prozorov family's desire to fill
their idle lives. The Prozorov sis-
ters feel that their ennui and dis-
satisfaction with their lives will
immediately disappear when they
begin to work. As the play pro-
gresses, the sisters are seen after
a full day of work, exhausted and
irritable. They anticipate their
vacations eagerly, as the times
when they will be carefree once

agam

Cynthia
Boarujy. who portrays lrina, the
youngest Prozorov sister, suni-
marizes her discontent when she
lies on the sofa, during i moment
ol despair and sobs in perfect
heart-wrenching exhaustion.
Chekhov poignantly shows the
extent ot human dissatisfaction
with the status quo.
The  Caonon
Company is composed of @ group
of young, vibrant, talented actors
The eldest sister. Olga Prozarov,
" played by Nitza Wilson, pcrl"ccll)
portrays the woman hardened by
the internal bitterness of the bur-
den of her two vounger sisters

Theatre

As the eldest sister, she assumed
the burden of family responsibit-
ity that would have fallen on her
older brother, Andrei. who is pre-
occupied with his studies to
become a professer. In her very
facial expressions. Wilson radi-
ates the image of a woman tough-
ened through the dire necessity of
her situation.

Rachel Fowler plays the
impassioned Masha, the second
Prozorov sister. She is impris-
oned in a stifling marriage to
Kulygin, a self-important high
school teacher. Her husband, who
considers himself a great intel-
lectual, stifles her passionate
nature. Masha herself is a well-
read woman and can speak three
languages. Fowler gives Masha's
antipathy a biting edge. tangible
to everyone but Kulygin.

Boorujy gives Irina's char-
acter the youthful tenderness of a
young idealist. She portrays Irina
as the perfect ingenue, with high
ideals that predestined to be low-
ered in the harsh climate of the
uneasy Russian society.

Dan Cohen, as Andrei
Prozorov, and Jonathan Davis, as
Baron Tuzenbach, give excelient
performances. Cohen perfectly
conveys the sense of Prozorov's
dissatisfied and despondent soul.
Davis lends Tuzenbach's charac-
ter some comic moments, as he
and his friend Solyony banter
back and forth over philosophy.

THE Observer
ARGHIVES

28 vears ago in the

Sarah Cate
Observer Staff Writer

ithough in many
ways the students
of the 90's are dif-
ferent from the students of the
carly 1970's, some things never
change. In an issuc of the
Observer from 1970, an article

ebserver... e

decried the lack of attendance at
lecture series and special events.
The agticle accused the students”
of having an apathetic view of the
renowned and intelligent speak-
€ers.

Similarly, SCWSC faces
the same . chall today.

from poor scheduling on the part
of the student council, or simply
a lack of interest on the part of
the students. One of the sugges-
tions found in the article from the
1970 issue of the Observer sug-
gested stopping the lecture series
entirely. The article urged the stu-
dents -to patronize the events,
pressuring them into attending by
accusing them of being unin-
formed and  disinterested.
Apparently, this approach did not
threaten the students.

The present approach to the
lectyre "series and their poor
attendance rates is widely varied.
The truly pathetic issue is that no
one even cares about the limited

Lectures and special events are
poorly attended, whether it s

d: rate today. At least
people worried about it twenty
years ago. i

worth missing ER

worth miséing Party of Five

worth missing reruns of Full House

watch the WB network instead

Februagy 13 T9OK

-
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FASHION SHOW

TRANSFORMS KOCH AUDITORIUM

Dina Gielchinsky

Associate Caftural Arts Editor

och
Auditorium
hore closely

resembled a club dance
floor on the evening of
February 2. The room was
darkened. Red strobe lights
itluminated a center aisle
stage, adorned with twin-
kling lights. A techno beat
blared over the speakers and
out strode Gina Elkon,
SSSB '98. down the runway,
sporting a Brooks Brothers
ensemble consisting of a
white button down shirt
paired over a navy floral
ankle length skirt. “"Cute,”
commented Tamar
Eckstien, SCW 99 "I
would wear that."

Planning for the fash-
ion show started last sprifig,
when two separate groups
of SCW students came up
with the same idea as a
school project. They collab-
orated soon after and con-
tacted various designers and
stores, requesting clothing
samples for display during
the show.

"1 told them we were
an alt-girls school in mid-
Manhattan, and that was
enough,” relays Dayna
Engel, SSSB 98, one of the
organizers of the fashion
show. The manufacturers

Above, the third scene

readily agreed, and engi-
neering for the show was
underway.

April Simon, presi-
dent of the SCW sophomore
class and a second collabo-
rator for the show, stationed
herself at the midtown cen-
ter's entrance selhing tickets
for the fashion show, which
ran for five dollars apiece,
with proceeds going to
charity. The show also fea-
tured a raffle, with prizes
ranging from Tahari gift
certificates to a kosher
cookbook.

The show was com-
prised of four scenes, each
representing different activ-
ity-appropriate ensembles.
The first, described by
announcer Adina Adamit,
SCW ‘98, portrayed "style,
yet comfort.” The clothing
greatly resembled what
most of the audience
already had in their closets
with the exception of a few
outfits that met with audible
murmurs of approval.

Sarah Bensimon,
along with Jennie Weiss,
SSSB '99, were responsible
for the Yggdels' makeup and
hair. Thanks to them, brown
hair  became  streaked
chignon dos and eyelids
became silver and glittery.

There was a hialus

between  scenes, long

cnough  for  CEO  and
President of Tahari, Ele
Tahari to deliver a brief ren-
dition of the experience that
led him to become a top
designer. .
Uinbeknownst to most
of the audience, Tahari
began his carcer in fashion
as an electrician in the gar-
ment district. "But [ was
bored by that and found
fashion more exciting,”
reminisced Tahari. From
that enthusiasm. a clothing
line was created. Tahari
stressed that amidst all of
his success, he recognizes
his  own humiiity and
donates much of his pro-
ceeds to charity. He admires
SCW students because of
their "neshama," and cur-
rently has two SCW women
on staff as his personal
assistants.  Tahari  also
smphasized that it is impor-
tant to feel comfortable with
an outfit. "If you feet good,
you look good," he stated
The cvent was a
major success, as proved by
the excited buzzing and
commenting heard in the
auditorium long afier the
show. "{ am so happy with
the outcome.” said a
relieved April Simon. "I
couldn’t be more excited.”

The final scene
consisted of wedding
outfits, from brides-
maid dresses to bridal
gowns. Although most
of the dresses were far
too dated to wear 16 an
affair, audience mem-
hers enjoyed the Enya
strains complimenting
the scene, and a "My
Fair Lady" style wed-
ding dress worn by
Janet  Rouzenrouch,
SSSB 99, complete

with a frilly parasol.

was the least favorite among
the audience members, com-
prised of suits and dressy
clothing. "Nothing really fit
properly,” commented
Rebecca Samson, SCW 99,
The suits were awkward,
either in length or style.

Right, Elie Tabhari,
CEO and President of
Tahari, speaks to SCW about
his experiences leading to his
position as a top designer.

. Abeve, Rebecca Belgrade, SCW 2000, and Michal Greenwald, SCW *98, model.
Tahari. : . .
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Who is Kyle Broslofski? South Park's Jewish Kid Hits the Big Time

Rebecca Rafael

seprenred from Newe borcey Magazi

L semfeld sivs his goodbyes to "Must See
IV a foul-mouthed cight year-old is craft-
my hiy take-over of the small screen

Though he may not have Jerry's conie genius, ding
hatr hine, or outrageous sakary, he's got the word "Jewish”
stamped across bis resume and he's ready to make it big
Nestled 1 the Colorado Rockies, South Park is home to
Kyle, Kenny. Cartman, and Stan, four potty - -mouthed third
graders for whom the superna atural, extraordinary. upusu-
al and insane are just part of growing up.

A backlash against political correctness, South Park
« what can be catled an equal opportunity offender.
Between Kyle (the smart kid who's easily persuaded),
Cartman (the fat kid who insists he's just "big-boned™).
Stan (the leader of the group), and Kenny (the poor kid
who dies in nearly every episode), everyone and every-
thing 18 a target for
mockery. When
ripping on ¢ach other
and those who cross
their paths. the rascals
are foreed to deal with

not

some real-life issues
fike cuthanasia
ronmental
world

CaVi-
coneerns,

hunger,
American  gluttony,
and homophoba. Bat
on oa nopreal day on
South Park. they spend
fime with cach other
and interact with mal-
adjusted adults includ-
ing Mr. Garrison. their
mentally unbalanced
teacher who speak
through 4 hand puppet &
calied Mr. Hat: Chef,
(voiced by Isaac
Hayes) the lovable B
cafeteria worker and
UFO fanatic who
breaks into songs with nearly pornographic lyrics at every
opportunity: and their parents, each of whom is ineffec-
tive, neurotic, and warped.

Their boyhood exploits have created a national phe-
nomenon and earned instant cuit status for South Park,
particularly on college campuses. With 4.5 million view-
ers tuning in each week, South Park is the most popular
series in the history of Comedy Central, the only all-com-
edy cable petwork.

While the third-grade characters harass each other
for practically any reason at all, Kyle is the only one
whose ethnic background is not only defined but is also
the source of ridicule. Despite his father who wears a kip-
pah, and his pushy mother who calls him "bubbe,” Kyle is
not totally in touch with his Jewishness. In fact, he's not
really sure what being Jewish even means. When his
friends ask him, "Aren't you Jewish Kyle?" he responds,
"Yeah, 1 think s0.” And when a school counselor says, "1
understand you're Jewish," he answers, "Not on purpose!”
As far as Kyle knows, being a Jew is simply grounds for
mockery. a trait that sets him apart from his friends.
Though eight nights of presents during Hanukkah is
appealing. Kyle feels particularly like an outcast during
the holiday season, The South Park Christmas Special,

Souths Park’s foul-mouth foursome: Cartman, Kyle, Stan and Kenny

which was the fourth highest rated cable program ot the
vear, takes a closer look at the real-hfe wsues he confronts
as the only Jewish kid at South Park Elementary Sc hool

Kyle's crubartassment and isolation begin when his
mother raises a raucous about his role in the school
Christmas play's nativity scene. Kyle's mother s outraged
that her son 15 playing Joseph of Aramatheus. "My family
doesn't celebrate Christmas. We're Jewish." she shouts in
tront of Kyle's entire class, leaving him mortified by her
embarrassing outburst. When he can't go to the mali to sce
Santa and he's deprived of the small pleasure of catching
snowflakes on his tongue (the local cop confirms that he
cannot catch “Christmas” snowflakes because he's
Jewish), the loneliness becomes unbearable.

The bitter holiday stand-off sparked by Kyle’s moth-
er results in a town-wide effort to make Christmas non-
offensive to any retigious or minority group. Half an hour
and a stomach-ache of laughs later, the boys learn that
"Jewish people are okay and that Hanukkah can be cool

and is responsible for lus personal profile. Though Stone
did not grow up wearing a green cap with carflaps, he
xactly where Kyle is comng from "We're both
Stone told

knows
reactionary, short-tempered, and impatient,”
New Voices. But the similarities don't stop there. Born in
Houston and raised in_the suburbs of Denver, Stone's
mother is Jewish, his father Irish, and he, like Kyle, con-
siders himself "ethaically Jewish, but that's about all. My
mont is very Jewish." Stone told New Joices. "Not really a
practicing Jew, but she's still really Jewish." His father,
who is ndt Jewish, "is nothing tike Kyle's [fatber]." It was
his own annual experience during the holiday season that
gave him the idea for the South Park Christmas Special.
“On Christmas Day for my entire life I've had nothing to
do." And Kyle would definitely agree with his creator that
"It sucked.”

With few Jewish experiences of his own to draw on,
Stone's grandparents, who are from what he calls the "Old
Country", ar€ respotisible for some of the Jewish content
: of the show. It was
from them that he
learned words like
"bubbe." knows about
some of the holidays.
and can do a shtick on
typical Jewish idio-
syncrasies. Though
neither his parents nor
grandparents are as
religious as Kyle's
father. Stone made a
| conscious decision to
portray him with a
beard, kippah and the
recognizably Jewish
last name Broslofski
“It just creates more
opportunity for come-
dy,* he told New
Voices. "It gives us
more things to make
fun of and we just
think it's funny.”

Out of the episodes that have aired so far, the
Christmas Special is alone in its extensive exploration of
Kyle's Jewish identity. But references to Kyle's Jewishness
have been plentiful in other episodes. Most characters
latch on to the fact that Kyle is Jewish; it is the trait that
defines his character. Kyle is the Jewish kid in the same
way that Cartman is the fat kid or Kenny is the poor kid.
So when Cartman tells Kyle to "Go back to San Francisco
with the rest of the Jews," the insult is as non-sensicai as
Kyle's response: “You idiot! There are no Jews in San
Francisco." In episode 104, the announcer at the football
game makes offensive comments about anyone and every-
one. Kyle is no exception, who scores the team’s only
touchdown while the announcer remarks, "I haven't seen a
Jew run that fast since Poland, 1938."

The situations Kyle faces may be outrageous and
unbelievable, yet viewers can, and do, relate to him.
Ironically, an animated figure who was created out of con-
struction paper, Elmer's and a pair of scissors, is accessi-
ble to all viewers because he's real. "I can totally sympa-
thize with Kyle," explains co-creator Matt Stone. *I mean
I'm pretty much him." Stone not only does the voice-overs
for Kyle, but he also chooses his story line, adventures,

Co-creator Trey
Parker identifies most
closely with Stan, but he draws on his own experiences to
create Kyle's character as well. Though he is not Jewish,
Parker's upbringing provided a perspective clearly visible
in the Christmas special. He was raised in the town of
Conifer, located in the real county of South Park, an iso-
lated part of Colorado that boasts the highest number of
UFO sightings. "There was one Jewish person in my
whole town and while the rest of us did Christmas stuff,
she had to come out and do a Hanukkah song. She was
totally just like the token Jewish person. I did not want to
be her. Everyone } binted her out and stuff," Parker says.
As for criticism of their offensive humor, Parker
says, "We're not in the t of offending peopl 're
in the business of making people laugh.” Stone adds,
"We've gotten lots of letters but no organizations have lob-
bied." he laughs. One South Park addicts sums it up. "It's
equally offensive to different races, religions, classes,
everything. I can't get mad at the show because it's just
funny. Even when I'm offended I still think it's hysterical.”
Besides, when all is said and done, Stone adds, "all the
kids are good friends. Nobody is fat, Jewish, lonely, what-
ever-they're just all friends.”

Since 1965

Bonne Cleaners, LTD.

56 East 34th Street
Between Park & Madison Avenues
New York, NY 10016 -

10% discount with YU ID
(Cash and Carry)

Phone: 689-3629

Che Observer

245 Lexington Avenue
New York, New York 10016
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Zizi Topp

Qceule Artise

HE TIMLE HAD COME
been at Stern for a semester
and a half. By now, I've gone
through three and a half roommates (three
married, one engaged) and I'm starting to

e

think- when is the seven o'clock van going
2 So- a few
weeks ago when was at the Seforim sale,
Tsaw it A bible, a testament, a guidebook
from above to help me in my hour of need

to be bringing someone for me’

Darting past the table with the chumashim,
I scized my very own copy of The Survival
Guide to Shidduchim, ” Friendly vellow
cover, great big picture of a HUGE dia-
mond ring- bochrim, here | come!
Fervently | started studying up. Well,
everyone knows that before vou start dat-
ing, you have to analyze yourself. right?
So- who am [ right? Well. on page 105,
THE BOOK says "only when you have felt
the internal pressure building up are you
ready (0 get marricd.” Meaning, only when
I'm ready to seerifice, work hard. and stll
fee! like | want to get married. Well, hard
work b know from college, right? | can do
that' And as for pressure like [ want to get
married- no trouble there!! Forget want. 1
NEEDED to get married! So- I'm on my
Way...

Now. you have to be special to gt a
good guy, right? After all, THE BOOK
savs on page 52 that "a girl just has o go

to one of four high schools, attend one of

six seminaries, choose one of four profes-
sions {occupational therapy, physical ther-
apy. speech therapy. or teaching)." to be a
"good girl." And the good girls get the
good boys. So- I called my mother to
review myself. We deduced that since I had
indeed gone to one of the four public high
schools in my native Teaneck. fine on that
point, and as for seminary, not only had [
been to one, but two over the course of my
year! Actually. 1 had really only stayed a
month, but 1 did go to two schools.
(Fortunately. [ had been advised to go to
Israel because, like THE BOOK says {page
55), "a girl who goes to seminary in Israel
is... more marketable.") Anyway, the only
hitch was my major, Biclogy. I'd never get
a man that way! So I dropped all my sci-
ence classes and loaded up on BIBs and
JUDs until [ could decide which therapy
was for me.

Next- getting the guy. Well, THE
BOOK says on page 19, "If you start to
feel discouraged that the wheels aren't
turning fast enough and the dates have
been barely trickling in, don't be embar-
rassed to call up a married friend and say,
"I remember you said that your husband
has a very fine brother. | might be interest-
ed in going out with him.” Alrighty then!
So I called up Shaindy (roommate number
2) and asked her about Shmuely's (hus-
band of r.m. #2) brother Yankey (potential
beshert number !). She said it didn't sound
so shiyach. In a near panic, 1 ran to THE
BOOK to see what it would say.. "shad-
chanim... look carefully at the people they
are setting up, both internally and exter-
nally...? (page 102). So, I asked her how
tall Yankey was- 6"2. Perfect! I'm 53! And
as for internals. thanks to that bto class |
dropped, | know all us pigs have the same
puts inside, and as for any other pasticu-
tars, well [ know marriage means sacrifice

So, how important can my personality be
anyway”? So 1 convinced Shaindy that
Yankey was perfect for me. and she said
hetd call next Wednesday, 8 PM
AHHHH!Y Not the (da dum!y
PHONE CALLMI Lucky for me, THI.
BOOK has a chapter devoted to it Page
94, 1 reviewed the checklist, and waited for
the call. 8:02:34, it rang. timm.. bad rmd-
dos. he's not punctual. But anyway.. THE
BOOK said be succinet("Hi Yankey.
Baruch Hashem I'm good. nice weather, so
when will we go out™) THE BOOK suid
be friendly, light and casy going. ("Yeah,
sure Yankey. [ think your work with learn-
ing-disabled children is great. vou're such

seed, and of course, | wore shoes i accor-

fig-
mch sblettos,

.

dance with his height, He's 6720 5o |
ured he'd hke e i six
npht? T did resist the urge to carry THI
BOOK with me- emtirely, that is. Of course
I photocopied the chapter called “"Men are
from  Boro Park: Women
Flatbush,” to read when he wasn’t looking

are  from

He pulls up. in his sust and hat, oght
on time. T could tel) that he brushed his
Borsalino, number one on the preparation
for bochurim tpage 8¥)
prised 1o notice that he looked as at he had

list I wis sur-

taken a showers thal wasn't on the guyy
prep List!! Twait five minwes before going
outside, because Tdo notwant him o timk

Everything
you need to know
about Jewish dating

Shani Stein

Survival
Guide to

SHIDDUCHIM

a great guy, 50 did you hear the one about
the dyslexic dog?”) THE BOOK said if I'm
tired, let him know. ("No really. it's almost
8:15- I've got to get some zzzz's.") THE
BOOK said if [ have a preterence where |
should go, to tell him. ("Actually Yankey. |
think Tevere 84 is a nice place for a first
date.”) I was perfect!! That night t fell
asteep with THE BOOK bencath my pil-
low, and dreamt sweet dreams about our
children.

So- Yankey and | were going out that
Sunday night. Motzei shabbos 1 started
getting ready, because (page 96) 1 didn't
want to "appear harried or rushed when he
shows up. "I followed the checklist o the
letter- | showered, "did" my hair, applicd
make-up where necessary. listened to the
weather report (okay, so it would rain on
my new suit, but what's a dry cleaning bill
when we're talking yeshiva boy on the
hoot?!), prepared my pocketbook with the
ary itéms (at least $5, a quarter, and
a camera to take pictures for my friends to

I'm desperate. 1 go. he opens the car door
for me, 1 dou't unlock his door because
(page 91). "this is a stupid test which does
not reveal anything about the girl."” It takes
him a couple minutes to get in cause it's
raining so hard (B?H his umbrella had cov-
ered my suit), and away we go.

THE BOOK said that there are all
these bad signs and good signs {pages 77-
R0). So T was careful to comply. T looked
into his eves when we were talking
(although he kept looking away, espectally
when he drove through an intersection- [
thought that was rude). | was careful
laugh at his jokes and never Lo interrupt
him. THE BOOK said its o good sign
when “you fecl comfortable telling cach
other that you are tired, hungry or enjoying
yourself.” [ did all three! 1t also says it's
good when “you feet comfortable crying in
frofit of cach other.” Se when they didn't
have the salad dressing [ wanted. | started
bawling. | really wanted to make sure he
saw as many of these good signs as possi-

ble-after all, he hadn’t prven mc any of the
"had sizns”- hie hadn't blown s nose an
his napkin, wshed o tinesh e food or
ended the dare after 10 minates. By the
tme the check came. Fwas ready for pupe
Ti%- how 1o

"When vou sec that your dating experience

know when it's serious

with & certam individual has moved trom
artificial und stramed  to g more open
sharing stvle of communication. vou can
assume vour relationship his become more
meantagtul. " § thought i was gong well
so Frook patns o be as non-artificral as

possible. THE BOOK sad 16 be muselt

whatever, Tihmk he Tiked me And as we
Tedts hke 1t say s on page 75 uoder “good
aens UThe gy tps waners and

attendants as appropriate.” Wow, he wis e
generous. it was bke he wis just gy
them whatever was in b wallet almost
lihe he didn't want 1o waste bme away from
me. Just wanted to get back to the car. Cun
sowmuagme!

Onpage 121 of THE BOOK 1t ~aid 1t
was e o end the date by 12°30 AN no
matter what. Welbhe had picked me up ar
K. we had fimshed diner by 9:30- [
thought there was plenty ot ime B ot

conrse. THE BOOK said rpage v40 “the
bov mrght hive o carch o mmsan 7 s
when he swrted creiing the block

Brookdale was on, | ostaned whing im
thank vou tpage 987 and miude ~wre 1ol
him that T had a mce nme. becaise Twant
ed to mahe sure he knew Twanted to coaur

agan. He screeched 100 a swp s trong o
the dorm (show-off! fe knew | wanted

evervone toosee what aogreat guy [d

siatched)
hecls but | couldn't wait tor the elevator! i
had to call the shadchan right away © Atter
all. page W3 instructs the boy 10 et the
shadchan
whether or not vou would ke to go our
with this 2itl or net.” T knew such a mench
BOOK!" So |
a call. and even though Yankey

1 ran upstairs. hard 10 don

hnow as soon as possible

wouldn't go against THE
gane her
had onls drven oft a couple minutes
before, what do you know? He had alreads
called!! I knew he would.... "Yeah Shaindy
we had a great tme. |really think he Bhes
Wha!

me... What? Yoeu're kidding!
Artificral” Shaltow?  Can't think tor
mysel P27 Whatever- U be fine. P get
past it

Wow. He sad no. Atfter all that |
even wore six-inch heels for him!! [ turned
to THE BOOK for solace. Page 68, in the
middle of the chapter called "When
Desperation Sets {n." it savs how to cheer
up. It even has a recipe!!!!!, which I'll
share with you now- "Make a cup of hat
chocolate. Add two scoops of chocolate ice
cream. lots of whipped cream. and a sprin-
kle of cinnamon.” Once again. THE
BOOK came through for me in my houf of
need

Amd iy recommendanion for ali ot
vou potential daters out there?” Get THE
BOOK. You know as well as T none of us
can get along without it What on carth did
our parents do without THE BOOK™! Sa
my parents miet onoan NCSY shabbaton
(he was an advisor. she was a Jumwor
NCSYer- 1an'n it cute”s, but that can't work
for all o us' You girls can do it like | dud!
But vour Yankey won't say not And ~o |
give you my bracha. girls. that we should
all snag our shidduch very sodn. bimheyvra
bivameinu, Amen- \.'clnh- cam rbu!tt,




Page 2

Opus Deily

Yesterday, 1998

The
Opus Deily
POPE JOHN PAUL 11

editor-in-chiet’

FATHER DOWLING

crime editor

J.C. SUPERSTAR

rehgion editor

FATHER
GUIDO SARDUCCH

faculty advisor
MR, HOLLAND
music editor
sports editor

BEA L. ZEBUB

financial editor

MONICA LEWINSKY

[

Don’t Let Men in the Door

¢ at Opus Dei werc astonished

to discover that YU allows men

and women to enter its build-
ings through the same door. This allows far too
much cngagement, er, interaction, between the
sexes. The mere sight of members of the opposite
sex breeds cvil thoughts, and the administration
of Opus Dei cannot establish a school next to an
institution that perpetuates such immoralipy™

The new OD seminary will be frum in the

most stringent sense of the word. Our institution
has separate entrances for men and women. We
also hold separate masses for male and female
clerics. But our religious atmosphere will be

severely diminished if the institution next.door to

“infern
JIM BEAM
JOHNNY WALKER
entertainment editors

CARTMAN
food editor

KENNY
obituary editor

KYLE & STAN
CoRsors

DR. WHO
medical editor

{ EJA ORGANA SOLO
potitical editor

The Opus Deily 1s published by
the Vatican. The staff of the
Opus Deily retains the right to
sensationalize newspaper con-
tent and to determine the pro-
priety of stories. If there are
opinions expressed in signed

cartoons, we apologize.

Unsigned editorials represent
the views of the unrepresented.
Opinions expressed in the
pages of Opus Deily do not rep-
resent the opinions of anyone,
and definitely not its student
body, faculty, administration, or
myself.

The Opus Daily is published
lly. This is our
opus. We hope you enjoy it.

243 Leungon Ave , New York, NY 10016
(212)867-5309 opustomail.od cdu

ey, www geocitncs com coliegepani.union/95 16,

editorials, columns, letters and |’

us does not meet our religious standards. We
demand that you construct a separate entrance

i o3 .
for men, or bar them from the building entirely.

YU is operating against the religious ideals it

Algae and Slime

here have been a lot of complaints about

the new drinks in the cafeteria, Fresh

Samantha; Many SCW students are dis-
gusted by the ingredients in thése healthful fruit bever-
ages. They refuse to drink mold, algae or slime. But we
at the Opus Deily feel that this complaint is oﬁt of hand.

Because if you date them, why not drink them?

espouses. OD has come to shine a light on these
indiscretions’an(i to improve and resurrect the
religious situation for your young women.

We have additional recommendations for
your students. At OD, students who converse too
much with the 0~pposite sex will be required to
take a vow of silenéc for the minimum period of
a week. We find frivolous flirtation with the
opposite sex to be impious fraternization. And of
course, we still hold by the Catholic vow of
cetibacy. And you thought shomer negiah was a
challenge!

OD extends a warm welcome to SCW stu-
dents, to come in our womens' entrance, and to
open your minds to the illumination we can pro-

vide ydu, We are praying for your salvation.
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The followmg are real advertisements, Pleise pairomze our advertisers. they e the reason e are bbb o pont e nee oap

&

Ralph Lauren

&

Platinum « Gillian

&

Moschinos Dior

A Pea fn The Pod

J. Louis Féraud = Mondi

DKNY - Escada

SIIE I.IED'

3
g She didn’t buy her demgncr dress and
o fur from “XYZ” Boutique.
She bought it at
@& Peninah’s

Designer

where she paid

A FRACTION Of THE OBIGNHL PRICE

. on previously owned one of a kind
Designer, High Quality Fashions for
Women, Girls, Materaity and Bridal.

Ask how you can make money on fashions you no longer love.

It’s always WIN-WINIY

YOU MAKE $3$ - YOU SAVE $55

But Please Be Warned:

Shopping here can be habit forming!

Treasures

CONEY IS. AVE. cor. ave.m

8-338-6175 » 377-9550
MON.TUES THURS. 10:15-6:15

1130, 3530 1230 Yo.30- 2:3
We gladly accept (ush Charge, Checks & offer l.avowoq Gift Cestificates

é Tahart * Ann Taylor é

Peninah’s
163

Lillic Rubin » Lagerfeld

Treasures

Consignments

@ A:nu.u:ua-m ? SO 0] » FWOQBLDY ? |aneT . 30BUA

SOMETIMES YOU ONLY GET
ONE SHOT TO GET IT RIGHT

Your wedding MEMORIES ARE pRECiOUS, SO
why 1ake chances? You owe it 1o
yourself 1o have the best!

Ar G. Solomon Producrions,
WE ARE CReATiVE, professional and
WE TREAT You with
the uTmosT CARE ANd RespecT.

ON SITE VIDEO PRODUCTIONS
ALBUMS ¢ PORTRAITS
VIDEO TAPES * FULL EDITING
We do it all and we do it well!

} For A No obligation
consultation call:

®(718) 744-9436
Fax: (718) 544.4264

e-mail: videogabe@aol.com

Yoo wi N receie
300 capand gown 0
e o raduaion it

te g on s campus!

Pesach Topics -

SR
YOMIYUN
FOR WOMEN Shudy under the

Py ke o it o e s | Roshed Yeshiv

BT A
Sunday, March 15

Intensive Torch

1109 15y | gidane ofleoding

OnSite
Sesson 7001

11:00 am

The Power of fhe Jewish 12 romstas
The Theater | femeiiior oo o
from Egypt, Deleted i Hebre,
Madlson Session 4003 10120 Session 2004
MRS, SUSAN WEISSMAN  RABBI ASSAF BEDNARSH

Square
Garden

0l Gkl

Session #(5

MRS, GLORIA €. LEFF

Pesach, A Time Beyond Time.  Froedom 1o be (somonded:

MRS, NAOM! GRUNHAUS
The Exodes a5 Nexus of
Jewish Fuith and Proctice.

Sesson #0407 RABBI HERSHEL SCHACHTRR
The Laws of the Sader Nigh a5 They Relte to Homen.

Registration 10:00 - 10:25

10301120 Sssion 2067
RABB! MER GOLDWICHT

The Mitrveh of Hoggodeh.
i lnd 1230

k10200 Session 46
RABBI YAACOV HABER
oy IRy

A Comerstone of Prayer.

L10-300

Hake ot

7 U bl o WETSOEDSTTON SOOI __
i 10 W T St (e st od o) g
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Bar-Ilan University

Graduate School of Business Administration
at the
S. Daniel Abraham Center of

Economics & Business

MBA

Now accepting applications tor July, 1998

14 month full-time program and 30 month: part=time program -

Tel: 972-3-3317914 * Fax; 972-3-5333182 % Iinu{rlfimbuu mail.bit.ac.il

http: www.biu.ac.il soc sb imba
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Catholics and Orthodox Jews to Hold

Joint Conversion Ceremony

Polly Sy
\f

nooresponse o the

brouhaha swrounding

the Comversion Bilk i
Israch the ot administrations of
Yoshna Unnversiiy and Opas Doy
bave anncunced 1 conversien
proposdl sure 1o rnse cyvebrow <
Ahanost vy relinous denemma-
United States 1he

non o the

would alow 1 panct of rebigious
leaders. which would melude
Catholies, Methodists,
Presty ternans, Baptists and Jows
of cyery stnpe o nsiruet poten-
tial comerts about tundamentals
of Jewish and Chnstan taith and
praciee
Utk now, all religtous cer-
been under the
the  Catholic

cmuoiies have

nresdiction ot

Retorm and Conservative move-

ments, Under the jomt comer-
ston plang apostates van be con-
verted 1o Christianity, Judaisim,
or both. for the price of one. The
actual baptism mikveh immer-
sion will be conducted by a pancl
of priests approsed by the Vatican
and or Orthodos rabbis. Yeshina
Uiniversity's Facilities
Damagement has agreed to open
ryery (he Mas

womi admmstea-
tons will hold o

SOMCTSIon v

mom evpevted

atirad: thou-

BIGIARIIIN

Feminists
Support Goat
Phe

plan

rospon

diected at
Det

“hur
Opus

Prosident

Buiy Goat

Considered 0 moderate in
Catholic  crreles. Goat was
attacked by Father  Guido

~Surduesor The more - famdarnmen+

talist Pascist Faction of the We're
the Rea! Catholies division of
Opus Dei, While the foliowers of
the Fascist Faction support Father
Guido Sarducei's remark. the
organizers of the Conference on
Femintsm and Fundamentalism
have issued a statement in sup-
port of Goat's opinions

Cioat had expressed support
for a bill that would confer both
Catholic and Orthodox Jewish

recognition on the leadership of

the Protestant, Conservative and
Reform movements. The bill

D SCW students can finally use the Max Stern Athlet

Church or  the  Orthodox
Rabbinate. respectively. Both
fundamentalist camps realized
that they-would have to-bend-te—
the demands of their more liberal
counterparts. Wanting to be as
pluralistic as possible, they
decided to convene a jojnt con-
version committee.

YU Pool to be the Site of
Mass Coed Conversion

The Holy See is concerned
that any recognition of Protestant
leadership would be tantamount
to conferring legitimization to a
cause they see as antithetical to
fundamental religious policies.
The Orthodox Rabbinate has
similar feclings towards the

Stern Athletic
R Conter swim-
ming pool on
H the Mamn
Campus for a
; m/mK;\ coed
comersion

ceremony o
be held on
Goad  Friday
after Mincha,
but

betore
dle-highting

and Kabbalat

well
_ Can-
ic Center Pool

Shabbat
The Conference
Feminism and Fundamentalism

on

-also-invoked- the--Nicene -creed:

blasting its lack of compassion
and forward thought to those
unwilling to take the leap of faith
such a creed required. The con-
ference organizers emphasized a
more inclusive, compassionate
approach.

They also dismissed the
seriousness  of the debate
engaged by Goat, instead empha-
sizing the importance of ordain-
ing female priests. and of abol-
ishing the vow of celibacy
imposed on all Catholic clerics.

The

— B

%

The Modi’ian Press presents:

STONED ENTION

For kth(’)se Yidden
who like to inhale

‘Torah |

| |day they found ten!

Liubbing

Dolly Llama
Devil s Advocate

Adopt-a-Bubbie. playing
ofY the success of Jast year's ther-
mal underwear prvea
ing free Bubbies to the
dent population of SCW. Go to
he Office of Student Serviees to

L is offer-

ntre stu-

pick yours up.

Besamim, the YO musical
eroup. s holding auditions tor
new members and is inviting the
SCW community to try out. They
il be renaming theit group Kol
Ish Vilsha. .

Bina Yeteira. the weekly
Parsha publication. is tired "ot
looking for writers. 1t ix now
locking for new editors
Campus  Conversations
I ites vou to join Rabbi Doctor
President Lamm in o discussion
on the psychological implications
ol three  titles.
Discussed also will be the issue
ol whether or not it is appropriate
to marry someone with three
titles. What does one call him,
and when? R
The Chabad Club has sent
an invitation to the Lubavitcher
Rebbe to address the students of
SCW. They are putting all other
plans on hold untii they receive a
response.

The Committee to Find
Mrs. Braun a New Secretary
lhas been very active. Just yester-

possessing

Elevate  Yourself has
founded a sister committee,
Depress Yourself. Next to the
elevators in the dorms they will
be posting signs relating stories
of elevator fatalities.

The European Club and
the Russian Club are merging to
become the Country Club.
Members are requested to bring
their own tennis rackets and golf
clubs.

The Fun Club is sponsor-
ing a 6(0’s bake night next Funday
at 4:20. Bring your own Pot and
pan.

The Fine Arts Society is
proposing a merger with the Fun
Club, t0 become the Fun Arts
Socicty.  Planned  activities
include finger-painting murals on
the walls of the caf using paints

made from Fresh  Samantha
ingredients.
The Freshman Class

Student Council is having prob-
lems maintaining its board, as
there are only three freshmen in
the school.

There will be a new
Intramural Track Club starting
next semester. Only experienced
runners, ie. people who live in
Schottenstein or frequent the art
annex. should apply.

The Hair Club for Men

<will join the Cover Your Hair

Club for women ona ficld tinp o
the  shaatel
parties at YU have given thewr
which

macher. Cancerned
haskamah « (o the
will hopefully facifitate gr
the

event,

er
integration  between o
clubs

Kochavia 83
arrived. Pick up vour copy in the
Office of  Student
Congratulations to the class of
‘83

has  just

Scivices

I'he J.P. Dunner Political
Science Club. 1in conjunction
with the Authors i Residence
progrant, will be featurmg guest
speaker Monica FLewinsky, (o dis-
cuss the ditficulties she's encoun-
tered as a Jewish girb i the poli-
ical world

In an ceffort to provide
equal services o the midtown
campus, and - light of “the
upcoming RIETS
hasemticha Shabbaton,
will be sponsoring its very own
chag hasemicha Shabbaton.
Guest speaker will be Rabbi Will
Rabbinic

The Russian Club recently
sponsored a movie night, and is
planning to do so again.

When someone calls your
name in the hall, do three people
turn around? Do you get every-
one's email but your own? If so,,
you should join the Shira Club!
For more information, call Shira,
or Shira, or Shira,

The Seciology Club,
whose membership  criteria
requires one to be a living mem-
ber of the human race, has enlist-
ed the help of the Blood Drive
Committee to crack down on
imposters.

Do you eat more than six
packs a day? Do you feel
deprived when you haven't had
your daily fix? Does your mouth
constantly burn? [If so, join
Sourstick Addicts Anonymous
for its first meeting, to be held in
the back of Milner's.

The Spare Time
Committee is having troubie
finding any.

The Speech Pathology
and Audiology Club is planning
a sit-in on the construction site
next door. Free hearing tests will
be offered to the SCW popula-
tion.

The SSSB Max
Investment Club has tried its
hands in investing. They are now
gratefully accepting donations
from the Tzedakah Committee.

W.H.O. is suffering from a
temporary case of amnesia. The
Zachor Club is trying to help it
remember.
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Fainting at SCW Blood Drives

Ella Mentry
Angel of Mercy

Ivy Needle
Opus Dei Staff Wielder

noresponse 1o a shon
age o Burnt Sceurnity

he New York Blood Center has announced modifications 1o the ques-
l tionnaire that blood donors must complete before donatmg blood. While

biood donors at other locations witl st bave 1o answer the traditional
questions, students @t SCW will have the opportunity to answer an alternative survey of ther personal
habits. The traditional survey has long been offensive to the women of SCW because ot its expheit ques-
tions about sexual behavior and drug use. A sampling of the contents of the aliernative survey follows

Answer yes or no to the following questions:

Have you ever touched a boy?

Have you ever thought about touching a boy?

Was he cute”

If he was better looking, would you then have touched him?

Have you spoken to a male (non-relative) between the ages of 18 and 25 in the last six months?

Was it for tachlis purposes?

Have you ever spoken to a boy who did not attend yeshiva?

Was he cute?

Then why did you bother talking to him, seeing as he could not be a marriage possibility”?

Do you attend coed "kiruv" activities?

Have you taken the Uptown van in the past four weeks?

Was it to "do research in the library?"

Did you attend the Seforim Sale?

Did you flirt at the Seforim Sale?

Did you ask for unaccessary help finding the new Besamim tape at the Seforim Sale?

Why not?

Have you consumed more than three bottles of Snapple in the past week?

Did you then consume 2 Fresh Samantha Colossal C or Protein Blast?

Have you cver caten more than three packages of sour sticks in one sitting?

How did your tongue feel afterwards?

Did you regret it, or did you just crave

* Mah Inyan Shmitah Atzel Har Sinai?

more”

Guards, and a4 muly
tude of

SCW students who feel unsale on

escort requests from
the streets of Manbatian. Sceanry
will be supplementing thew stalt
Y Shilts of
undergraduates will be present
on the Midtown Campus at all

with students

umes o accompany pirls when
there is no van service, oF the van
is tied up n traftic. or the driver
is taking a break

"We are always working to
find new ways for YO and SCW
students to meet,” said Dr. Karen
Sausage, Dean of Rigid College
for Women. "Otherwise, there
might be too many students
demanding refunds.”

The decision  provoked
mixed responses from SCW
undergraduates. "It sounds fike

YC students participating in the
program. That can't be all that
bad" said Patty Cake, SCW '9%
Other  students
optimistic. "The good guys are
not going to apply. None of these
guys are going to be frum cnough

are dess

Coming to bookstores soon:

for me. This type of YU socializ-
ing is exactly what | was warned
about in Israel” said Shana

SCW Uhserver
HES TSI TR
1w Capdbad
Shcl VEnw Haeeon
Pasty Aoy & Sapey Meldell A

N, eshama

613 stories to warm .

Better. SCW 99, Al Katr, SCW
01 1s equally pessimistic. "I bet
they are all going 1o be the guys

there will be a large number of

YC Students to Work at SCW

who couldn’t get dates anywhere
elae "

Other students think  that
expanded van service would be a
much better sohitian to this prob
“Absolitely
U nsupporting Service
fett Thorapatch, Al onr v
Wi e uptown and we are non

fem nol” wnd

i ton

PUtnE 4Ny new vans of hasong
local van service during the dis
Anyway. walking s pood cxer-
ose and very necessary after
what s servedn the cal”

YU s considering expand-
ing the role of YO students in the
midtown campus. YO students
were complaining that they were
“seeond class” because they do
not have the privelege of door
men operators
Consequently. they feit they were
not learning the proper cttiguette
of holding doors and clevators
for women. If the escort program
is successful.  starting
semester, YO students will act as
clevator operator and doormen as
well

or elevator

next

Requests  have  already
begun piling in from YC students
who wish to fill these work-study
positions. in the hopes ot jearn-
mg the etiquette and manners that
have the potential 1o sweep SCW
students right off' their feet
Positions are hmited - there are
only so many doors to open and
clevators to control. Applications
will be available soon

Burns Security
- Escort Service

SCW Students-do you ever go out late
at night and not want to go alone?

Then we have the
answer for you.

Call Burns Security Escort Service and we will
supply you with a man in full uniform, who will

Call: 1-(800)
| YU-ESCRT :

your taste buds. {§)
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Purim Shpiel ‘98

The following is a transcript of the shpiel performed at the TAC Chanukah Chagiga on Monday, March 2nd.

Opus Deily

Page ©

Written by: Alison Bogin, Joclle Botlag, Rebecea Feldman, Leslie Ginsparg, Stephanie Ives, Rachel Milner, Heather Oppenheim, Rivka Ross, Tzivi Ross, Molly Saiger, Pesha Secunda, Jessica Weller, Michal Werblowsky and Michelle Zigelman

Welcome to the first SCW/Opus Dei joint activity. We will be presenting a concert and show to welcome the new Christian boys. This event is sponsored by

the Christian Club. a sub-divisioin of the Fun Club and by Fresh Samantha, who will be announcing new flavors throughout the show.

L our house on Shabbos, 1 will bless the wine ‘
If You Wannabe my Choson New Flavors from Fresh Samantha | SHABBOS QUEEN |
SY SYMS SPICE: .
1 o the tune of THNYVon Wanabe My Loverd I vou got money, then F'm for vou . (to the tunc of Dancing Queen)
| ﬁrc(crld to dress for an mnten iew - R SUPER STARVATION SUPPLEMEI\"T
Now here's the story from A o 7 At Friday class. we will meet - Specially formulated for anorexics, gives them all their daily nutrients
Nou want o get with me you gotta research caretully, Let's take advantage. save me a seat .
2N\olhere dl:c <hadehans alt around, Your shidduch can be found TENSION TAMER ) )
In that attache’ case. what's for me” With vitamin A, E and 1-buprofen. Helps relicve stress of constant banging outside
Refrain: (231 I want the big six. carats and salary
11 vou wannabe my choson So don't go wasting my precious ime ELEVATOR MADNESS
You ot to 2o through my fricnds If vou got the d)k@k show me where to sign - For the stop and go lifestyle
Fhe stats are in the surde With b3, b3, b7, b9. Absolute no b6. Not under any circumstances. No even for
The bist never ends UNOFFICIALLY ENGAGED SPICE: $20 when the entire clevator is going to six
it's all a sceret. the jokes on me
AYDEL SPICE: Wonder when the engagement waibfinally be NESHAMA ZOOM JUICE
i wear o headband [ ordered evervthing from dress o band Specially formulated by Naomi Kapp. With sweets, honey, and other mamesh
A swaiter set Just waiting to et the technicality on my hand good things.
G I know my shidduch will be ret
: Need @ heter o date tachhs 1 know {t's coming. some time today MILDEW MADNESS
Ask Rabbt Shechter, Bronspeigel, or Parness But my friends been planning since last May Contains real mold from Brookdale Hall bathrooms.
So don't go wasting my precious ime
I want Smicha, no Ph.d For vort info, call bridesmaids 1 through 9. SHOCKENSTEIN IT UP, BABY
Meet me at 2:30. Marriot Marquis With extra bd6, bdl and bd3 - You can dress
— e - --Sgdon't go wasting. myprecious ime MARRIED SPICE: T You can dress And when you have the time
Qrder us two cokes, 'cuz we're 100 young for wine 1 cover my hair, but you wouldn't know . YESHIVA BOY PREJUJUICE Yor shabbos everyday of the week. You are a Manicure Queen
The full coilege experience, | forgo Includes a variety of ingredients, but absolutely no dates. See Hat girl . Wearing brown and green
IN BETWEEN EACH VERSE: So stop looking, with that jealous stare Not in jean Every color in between
Besamim Spice Boys: We're what you want what you rgally really I've got to pick up my baby from an immigrant au-pair Now we will be having a performance of the new SCWSC/YC cheerieading club. She's a Shabbos queen
want _ Shabbos Queen
Stern Spice Girls: I'm what you want, what you really reaily want I found my choson, way be! ore you Stern College, small school Stern College, small school In the caf and you look around You can't be seen
No. I'm what you want what you really really want 1 may be frummer, but do things you can't do Stern College, small school Stern College, small school Dark blue shirts and black skirts abound Wearing the same thing
- REFRAIN So don't go wasting my pre¢ious time Makeup that is caked on thick
Get money from your parents and you'll be just fine. My name is Shoshana My name is Chaim High heeled shoes You can dress
LIBERAL SPiCE: The boys say they care I sleep all day And headbands too You can dress
I love my stigma Refrain: (2x) ) But I don't kiss them But everyone will tell you For Shabbos everyday of the weck.
Wear the proverbial pants 1f you wannabe my choson Because I'm shomer I'm a great guy anyway 'You're all dressed up with no place to go ' See that girl
NCSY Kollel, you ain't got a chance You got to go through my friends You think that school's a fashion show Not in jean
1 hold by Rabbi Berman and Rabbi Weiss The stats are in the guide Gold chokers and earrings too She's a Shabbos Queen
t don't believe in Daas Torah. but they give great advice The list never ends Stern college, small school a Black bag in tow
. Stern college, small school Baby-you're in the know
I'm looking for a Chavruta but no last name Now that you've checked me out from A to Z
They'll cail us Rabbi and Rabbi of Gush fame Why don't you call back in a few weeks, cause I'm busy.
$o don't go wasting my precious time . . . Where have all
Announcements: Unique Clothing Modeled at Second Fashion Show

the New Yorkers
gone?

{To the turn of Where have ali
the Cowboys Goney

The Shabbos Enhancement Program with yet another attempt to con- We also held the sccond ever Stern
College for Women Fashion Show. [t was hosted

vince students to stay in for Shabbos witl be presenting the shabbaton spon- by SCW students Eisa Mensch and Yenta Klench.
There were three scenes: clothing for everyday.

sored by three completely unrelated clubs. date-wear and Shabbos clothes. The blue shirts and
black skirts exhibited in cach of these scenes were Irs 1:15 on Thursday
- The Sephardi Kitchen Staft Union supplied by Tahari, Brooks Brothers, K-Mart, The bus will feave at 2:00
DKNY and Conway. After all, who says black and You see a wheely suttease
- The New Yorkers Club blue don’t match? It's been working on bruises for It's comtng atter vou
years.

There s ne lme to watt on
Chicken sandwiches gatore
They're usualls out by So0
And gone by S:ti4

- And as usual, the Random Guys club
The hosts rattled off prizes 1o the ladies.
Also the Shabbos Entrancement committee is sponsoring a-Saturday night Al of the prizes were black bags. All of the prizes
were won by the same student, Jessica Weldler,
activity. A hypnotist will be speaking on why you will be attending every
There was a mild rickus during the show, T wil spend your cal card
Shabbaton for the rest of the year. The price is 56 cents. when & report came in that ther were S black a-line
doo-dece length skirts at the 34th street Gap on sale
for $19.99. Quite a few ladies exited 1n a hurry. The
hosts also reminded the ladies of next week's speak-

That was so beautiful. I am so faklempt- Talk amongst yourselves. ' ) There is a great richuk opportunity sponsored by ATAC (Antithetical  er, Tommy Hilfiger. He will be speaking on exis-
. . o . . . . . . . ialism in Judai found in Sefer Shmos.
_give you a topic. Yeshiva University is neither a yeshiva nor a university. Torah Activities Council). Meet in the Beis Medresh Uptown. pentalsm n fudaism s Tound  Seler Shmos

You can pay oy meals

Where have my roommates y

gone”

Finally I' get work done .

Just tell me why they ddrm- -
* WHERE HAVE THE NEW )

H Blue shirts are appropriate for any time and YORKERS. GONE™? - .
Discuss. o . ’ . . - : place, not to jon how they compl your Qoo dow doo... BN
' . veins and diamonds - Ba da. ba da dada

Monday. Monday. ..

.




Adi Loyadsh
Back v the Habit

CW bology  stu-
dents, under the
audance of - B

magor gurt. Dr. Harey: Raddish,

have reached a saientitie break-
through. [ast Thursday mght. at
T34 PM, xcrentists successtully
cloned the tirst human
enusts at st had wanted 10
clone the typical Stee el But
upon realizing that that being had
become extinet, they settied for
SCW junior  Frummie R,
Thanthou. The new female,
named-Holly. 1 said to be feeling
fine and resting comfortably.
Frummie was at first refue-
tant to participate. She was con-
cerned that her new identical
"sister.” would not Hve up to her
religious standards and would be
a boosha to herself and the fami-
1. "1 didn't want 1o run the tisk of
Holly dressing inappropriately,
sipn of bad character,
and hav someone mistake her
for me, " smd Frummie.
Frummic was also con-
cermed about her sense of indi-
viduality. "t am an individual. |

The sci-

an obs tous

hink Tor myseTt. T have 'my own
distinet style.” she said. smooth-
ing her dark blue shirt and black
skirt, 71 didn't want o walk
around school feeling like 1 was
looking in a mirror everywhere |
turned.” But once the Bio depart-
ment offered to pay for her frozen
vogurt for the rest of the year,
Frummie agreed.

Frummie was greatly
relieved to find her clone very
much like her in demeanor. In
fact, doctors state that Holly R,
Thanthou's first words were "Oh
my gosh! [ can't believe you
cloned somebody. Don't you
know that it is assur gamur? What
kind of people are you?"

The new identical sisters, here in dark blue shirts and black
skirts, are mirror images of cach other. N

An earlier attempt to clonke actor Patrick Stuart resulted in Dr,
Weidhorn

Frummic was not at all sur-
prised by the students' experi-
ment. She said, "I don't expect
more from girls who didn't go to
Israel for the year."

Holly responded that "there
is no Torah at Stern," and she
"ciearly has nothing in common
with Stern Girls," She is planning
to take the next semester off to go
isolate herself in Israel.

This was not the first time

cloning was attempted at SCW. A
failed attempt at cloning actor
Patrick Stewart resulted in SCW's
own Professor of English, Dr.
Manfred Wiedhorn.

The details of the experi-
ment  were displayed on an
award-winning poster. A lengthi-
er version will appear in Derech
Ha'Teva.

YU Commentator

Recruitment Meeting

We're looking for a few good
' men...
Well, actually a couple of YC boys
will do.
Twisted sense of humor, a the-
saurus a must. Misogyny a plus.

Must be able to maintain demand-
ing schedule because as of March,
we will be coming out daily.

We have also taken strides to ensure that

our articles will never be cut off mid-sent

Being in the Stern School Building is like:

*being in a washing
machine on spin cycle
*being in a house
attacked by woodpeckers

* being in a boat with a

very powerful rudder (Titanic?)

*being inside a star-fleet ship under kligon attack

Does this room look f

amiliar?
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Iliteracy in YC

Mary Jane Reifer
Angel of Mercy

" ooked on Phonies, worked tor
me!”

I'his is a phrase that we can soon expect to be

ssued Torth from the mouths of YO students

While YO students were running programs o
reverse illiteracy in nearby  pubhic schools: 1t
became embarrassingly obvious thatifliteracy was a
problem at home. Hliteraey at the college was first
recognized when a SSSB student, hoping to obtam
an interest bearing document from a fellow SSSB
student. reguested @ "bond” - but replaced the letter
"d" with a "g The witmessing professor took
immediate action and contacted an English-teach-
g offer displaved on @ nearby bodega

"It doesit really affect me” says Noam Rites,
YOS mean. none of my everyday tasks and
extracurriculir activities reguire me to be able o0
read and write. When my Sports Hlustrated comes.
I just look at the ‘piciures.” "Totally.” agreed Avi
Kant, YO 20320 "But Ereally do Tike my ator, He's
sparhed something inome that [ never even knew |
had.”

Ieowill take an estimated yvear to get these stu-
dents back on the educational track. But the ques-
tion remains-how did these men get into college m

the first place? "The ragimg torces of theologeal
chitism appear neser to have oceaston for Tull trom
their pyrotechnic displays of intrdnsigence” ofters
Saddiam Moses, YO 2095, Fellow stadent Morty
Fish. YO 2076, gave his own reason. "Berserko Bob
helped me. 1 hike Berserko Bob.”

Notallb students are as ambrealem about thew
hiteraey problom. "When I'm out with a Barnard
airk" laments Pavie Sanziskac Y C 3000, " afraid
of embarrassing mysell. so Talways order the same
thing from Dougie’s because | ean't read the rest of
the menu. G-d help me i she ever wanted to go o
another restaurant.” Dovid Report, YO 3015 also
feels at a loss with his problem. "1 just want to he
able to understand Cypress Hhill i the best way |
possibly can. Late at night. when my roommute’s
sleeping and [ can't hsten 1o Cypress Hill, T just
want toreid the words and appreciate what they
have to sav. And T ean't do that”

Fuckily. in a short marter of time, Report will
be able 1o read tus Cypress Hilll CHsand Sanzisha
will be shle o impress his pseudo-Tvy League date
The tutors have pronounced the students to he guick
and able deamers. "We teach them showly” sans
Carlos Santiago, one of the wtors imstruetimg the

students. "Es o s gue es

S

Cassette:

With their

Hit Single:
If You Wanna-
be My Kallah

"Havdala World."

Now available on CD and

4
=

y

1998 YA'SMELT IT va peaut 1 PRODUCTIONS

Get a whiff of YU's latest singing

sensations!

Now on sale at the TOFU Seforim Sale. .
The Spice Boys will soon be starring in their own movie,

.

Real Teacher deies

hy hother making up faculty quotes

when real ones are so good?

World War [ occurred as a result of World War 11
Fsort of don't irust the mfrastructure at YU,
- Don't el me male chauvinism s dead Just go o
Yeshiva College
- Just because vou are paranoid. doesn’t mean people
really aren't atter you

I vou hita roadblock i hite, pick sowrsctb ot e
fToor. close the windows and decide what vou're pon
to do for the rest of vour Tife
SOn YU tendeney to obsessively repaim

You may be living ten 1o a room, but the walls are
clean.
~On YU's fimancial situation:
They're rolling in it.

- The 1917 revolution was the cause of the 1914 revolu-
tion.
- What's everyone's tavorite radio station? WIFM-
What's in it for me?
- Whatever field you go into. find people well connect-
ed and get close to them.
- There are much worse professor than me. Mean. bor-

ing and they don't let you take over the class.

Megillah To Be Read At SCW

Cole Isha

Mother Superior

epending on  the
context of the sttu-
ation, women's
megillah reading is not asur. but
not not good in the negative pro-
hibitive sense. But in the general
sense. unless it's a specific
instance where the general prin-
ciple would not hold, it 15 permis-
sible with the exception of those
who believe it is not permissible
Green Means Go

During Megillah read-
ing. one person {although 1t s
preferable to have two people)
should hold up two large signs
The first sign should be green
and say GO The sceond sign
should be red and say STOP
When the green sign is held up.
the  congregants  must _xﬁakc
noise. and when the réd sign s
hetd up, they should not make
noise. However, if there is confu-
sion. during the transition period

between the two signs, as to”

which sign is shown, then R' ElLi
Tahari says as long as the red sign

1s one tenth of the size of a Gap
skirt size zero higher, then one
must follow the red sign. The
question is asked. "What 1t the
signs are at an equal fevel™
There 1s a machloket Rishonim
where R' AP Korais savs vou
should keep making noise since
peeple will talk no matter what.
as is nohaig in most shuls today
Rabbi A
that vou should stop so you can
finish faster <o that the hamen-
tashen don't get stale. But. he
i the hamentashen are

Pricott savs, however,

adds,
prunc. the rule does not apply
This vear, since Purim fulls
out on a Thursday. Stern wonmen
should remember, when dressing
up. that it stitl ix a Thursday and
should have the same amount of
kavod as any other date night
Furthermore, it is important to
remember that all Rabbis agree
that jean skirts and sweatshirts
are completely asur any day of
the wéek, Davks on daie night -
cven if it was just Purim. There
are ne dther opinions on'this mat-

. ter thiat matter. E
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THE Opus Dei
REVELATIONS

20 years from now in the opus deily

R. Kive
Opus Dee

1 January 1. 2018, the chancellor of the Opus Det sem-
inary will 1ssue an epen letter 1o the administration o

Stern College for Women, inviting the student body to

7 Wicider

Joun the burgeoning ranks of the Cathohe seminary The text of the let
ter follows.

Notwithstanding certain fascist feanmgs i our early vears,
Opus Det has long had vordial relations with the Jewish community.
Yoshna University in particular has generously supported our endeay-
ors. We will never forget the patience with which your young women
Lolerated the construction of our imposing edifice on the desolate
property that had previously served as sanctuary tor wavward pigeons.|

With gratitude for such magnanimous sufferance, we extend o
you a warm welcome to finally join the ranks of the Cathotie Church.
Now that all hope of seemg sunlight through the windaws of youn
building has been dashed. we hope that you will see the light of our|
doctrine and join vour noble tradition to ours

We assure vou that all of vour religious needs will be met by the|
seminary. We have separate entrances for men and women. The stu-

dents of Siern College Tor Women can’ coniiiue’ to” enjoy Sifgle’s
cducatton m the pristine modern fucilities of our abbey. Kosher food|
will pose lide concern durmg Lent. On Fridays we always have a

selection of kosher 1ish o choose from

Daung will ne fonger be a cancern. as Opus Dei has himdreds|
of mule cleries m traming right on sight. For those traditionalists con-|
cerned about the temptations of intermarriage: fear nag, alb of our male
students tahe @ vow ot eelibacy betore entering the comvent

Weare vertain that your students with find the monastie hitestyle|
attractive, and they will feel nght at home in Manhatan, right next
dedor o Stem Callege tor Women

MWeanticipate a4 resporise from sou o the conmumg dayss Best
washes and remember: Semper uby sub by

Seerely,

Father Luke Warm

Opus Dy

Vesterdiy, (998

o

DERCONSTRCT

letter to the edior

The Dumbing Down of the Guide

i. My name is Hana Beth

Student. | live in BH

2A. My phone number is
976-2223.

All information regarding me in the
Guide to the Incorrect is wrong and all
attempts 1 have made to change my infor-
mation for the Guide Part 2-for even

dumber people, have been foiled. In any

case. 1 will surely have graduated before

the guide part two comes out. Please stop
calling the number listed in the Guide, as
the possessor of that phone number,
cnr'age'd’ bky.a large number of late night
calls, has threatened my life. ‘

llana Beth Student

SCSB '0000

Senior Citizen Packets

was very disturbed by a letter 1

received in the mail yesterday.

it was a packet from the OPCS,
informing me of ways they could help me
apply to graduate school and find employ-
ment after I graduate. But | g:;amtcd
vears ago! [ certainly \\‘ouldlha\'c appreci-
ated this information before graduate

school deadbines my senior year. or even

before [ was eligible for Senior Citizen
benefits. Even the news in the
Commentator is more timely. I must com-
mend OPCS for their truthfulness. ‘
Although fate, my OPCS letter was actual-
ly dated the day it was sent out and not
two weeks carlier.

Y. Knott

SCW 43

committed?

Looking for some fun in your spare time?
Interested in meeting young men who are religiously

Come to the SCW/Opus Dei Mixer on Friday, the
13th at 8:00pm in Koch Auditorium.

Fun, Refreshments, Ice Breakers, Catechisms

An evening you'll never forget.
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SCW Science Department Reinvestigates
the Big Bang

Bio students study the Big Bang

OPCS Presents:
White House Internship Program

To apply, submit resume, cover letter, dimensions and head shot.

In an effort to accommedate "Liberal” Arts students, the Office of Promiscuous

College Students will be sponsering workshops for applicants, including:

* How to dress for the job.
* How to get your boss's attention
* Avoiding Tripp ups and watching out for shooting Starrs

This sign is a-pproved by SCWSC
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YU Purchases Ten New Buildings for SCW

One of the ten new buildings purchased by YU; this one is in better condition than mest

Sho Methemoney
Devil's ddvocate

eshiva University
received an anony-
mous donation two

avaitable for SCW students. ‘The
donor. rumored to be an SCW
parent, gave the money on the
condition that every penny be
used to "better the lives of our
Jewish daughters in their college
years." Last week. the Bored
bought ten buildings around
Midtown Manhattan with the
donation money.

Fhe buildings are located
between 9th Ave and S6th Street
and Ist Avenue and 7th Street
Fach building is of varying
height, although the space capac-
ity within the buildings 1s large
enough to accommodate a
Conway store.

Originally. YU's Bored of
Administration planned to allo-
cate the money to their lawyers,
claiming that they were the most
experienced University members
to handie such a situation. These
lawyers, namely Baruch
SﬂEpTarani and Harry Scheck.
\)’/Iere responsible for disseminat-
ing the scholarship funds from
Anne Schreiber's donation two
years ago. Under their capable
leadership, every student at SCW
could clearly see how the money
was put to such good use.

Returning from their trip to
the River Jordan, the Student
Strife Committee appealed to the
Bored, and requested that the
money be used to enhance the
galleries in the new Schottenstein
dorm. They stepped down, how-
ever, when discovering that
Sheptarani and the Office of
Facilities Damagement struck a
deal that they would invest the

weeks ago to increase the space |

moncy in buying buildings in
Midtown.

Originally. all ten buildings
were to become part of the
Midtown Campus. But
University officials became con-
cerned that they were spending
money on SCW and YCSC com-
plained that they needed another
building to house another big
screen TV, so no student shoutd
be more than ten feet away from
Monday Night Football. So the
decisiorr was made to move one
of the buildings. an old theater.
Uptown. The building will be sit-
uated next to the Morgue.

"We were really hoping to
get an ID scanner for the
Schottenstein vending machines
and an elevator operator, but ]
guess we will have to wait." said
Sara Blondinit, chairman of the
Student Strife Committee.

Jeft Loco, Director of the
Office of Facilities Damagement
has no idea what the buildings
will be used for and when they
will be operational for student
use. He also does not know who
will give the University money to
renovate the buildings. “f don't
know why you care.” said Loco,
“It's not like any of you will actu-
ally be attending the school
when the buildings are opened.”

Loco does promise that
they will be opened by the mille-
nium after next, or at least before
the next issue of The
Commentator is published.

"One thing is for sure,
said Loco. "The University's
name will be more prevalent and
outstanding within the great city
of New York and the great maga-
zine of US News and World
Report.”

University officials hope
that this donation will keep YU in
the top tier for another year.

Midtown Center Collapses, Hatvary and

Fallout from the Midtown Center collapse

Demi Lition
Back in the Hubit

n March 2nd. the ropes support-

Oing e SCW Midtown Center
sifapped. resultng in the col-

lapse of the right side of the building. The
ropes were a preventative measure as inces-
sant drilling weakened the building’s founda-
tion. The contractor for the Arch Diocese
commented” At no fime was the situation
beyond our control. Even the students hang-
ing from the side of the buiding were com-
pletely safe.” Fortunately, the swamp next
door broke the fall of some of Stern's finest
students. Xena Warrior Princess. SCW '01,
commented, “We needed a swimming pool
anyway, maybe when YU wins the law suit

Neaman’s Classes Saved

they'li finally spend some money on Stern."

Among the survivors were students of
Dr. Neaman and Professor Hatvary.
Fortunately the students had been retocated to
the art annex on 29th street due to the con-
struction noisc. Buffy the Vampire Slayer, an
SCW senior majoring in art said, " | wouldn't
know what to do with myself if the annex had
been destroyed. T moved in two weeks ago,
because I was spending every night there any-
way." Classes are scheduled to resume in a
month. Unfortunately all the microphones
were destroyed. Students will have to contin-
uc to seream as the reconstruction progresses.
The Building Committee promises that the
construction will be completed by the millé-
nium, give or take a few years,

Opus Deily
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