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Election results are in-
minus two presidents: SCWSC
and TAC. Not to mention an exec-
utive vice-president of Student
Council and a less crucial but
equally vacant position of
Sophomore Class treasurer. A
vacancy election will be held this
Wednesday to determine who will
fill the empty positions. The same
election process minus campaign-
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ing will be used in determining the
winner.

Of the filled positions on
-the Executive SCWSC Board,
Susanne Goldstone will serve as
the new Corresponding Secretary,
Ruchie Morgan as Recording
Secretafy, and Elana Soleimani as
Treasurer. The Torah Activities
Council will consist of Rachel
Bloom and Ahuva From as Vice

NYPD Commissioner

Addresses Jewish
Student Leaders

MIicHELLE FOGEL
Calendar Editor

olice Commissioner
Howard Safir, in a recent
press conference with the

Jewish Community * Relations
Council (JCRC) = said the

Amsterdam-based international

Howar Saﬁr

drug ring led by drug lord Sean
Erez which employed Hasidim to
smuggle the drug MDMA, popu-
larly known as the club drug
Ecstasy, into New York City from
Holland, was responsible for 60%
of all Ecstasy coming into the
country. Crime is something that
does not discriminate or is charac-
terized by a certain community,
commented Safir. "People think
Hasidim don't commit crimes, but
anyone can...in any community.
People are human," he stated.
Commissioner Safir also
noted the majority of crimes com-
mitted in the Jewish community
are not by organized groups, but

CTIONS 2000

-Secretary, and Miriam Shaffren as

- Secretary, and Tara Chudnoff as

‘body 'suppor.ters gathered together

- 3.0 GPA or higher and candidates
for V.P. and President needed

Presidents, Tova Goldstein as

Treasurer. The Sy Syms School of]
Business board consists of Zoya

Mardakhayev: as  President,
Miriam Rabinowitz as Vice
President, ~Shira Adler as

Treasurer. 3
Last week, SCW student|

for the first ever election rally. The
categories for election included
TAC, SSSB, SCW Executivel
Board and general class positions.
Each candidate was introduced
and attempted” to explain their
objectives and reasons for running
for their respective positions.

"I think this event is real-
ly disorganized. I was interested|
in hearing opinions and I don't feel
like I got any clear answers. This
has not motivated me to vote,"
exclaimed Marina Stolerman, an

» ’_ arly last fall, YU
Eended its age-old prac-
dtice of mailing out all

. monthly publication (through
.its own funding. Last week

alumni-student relations to

Observer
Initiates
Alumni

- Mailing

Observer Staff

student - publications - and
instead decided to -send
Yeshiva Today, the universi-
ty's public relations newslet-
ter, to alumni. Despite YU
administration opposition and
financial limitations, The
Observer has begun to per-
sonally mail copies of the

1000 copies of The Observer
were mailed out to SCW.
alumnae of 1990-1997.

Responding to
alumni requests for The
Observer, Editor-in-chief
Miriam Eljas and Executive
Editor Rachel Salamon felt it
essential to the continuity of
the university as well as
keep mailing The
Observer.

"I know that the women
[alumnae] want to get the
papers very much," said
Director of Undergraduate

out

see Mailing page 6

SCW freshman. L

The process of putting
together the elections followed a
specific order, according to
Rechelle Winkler, the head of the
elections canvassing committee.
""Petitions had to be filled in by
March 29th, submitted with a
biography and picture," explained
Winkler. "All candidates had to
hold academic standing, having a

YU Mourns

Passing of
-Rabbi

- Solomon
Drillman

see Drillman page 6
for complete article
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NEAL
~ HARRIS
~ RESIGNS

MICHELLE FOGEL
. Calendar Editor

iting health reasons, Acting
‘ Director ~ of  Student

Financial Aid Neal Harris
abruptly resigned from his position
last Monday, the latest in a string of
resignations that has plagued
Yeshiva University throughout the
year. Jean Belmont, University
Bursar, will act as the interim direc-
tor. :

"I needed to do what was
good for me," said Harris, who has
been director of student aid since
1995. "The stress of doing my job
simply got to me [and forced me to
resign for] health reasons." -

‘Harris, YC class of 1976,
has been working in YU since
1978. "I look back over twenty-
two years of working in YU with
many fond memories. There is a
magnificent staff, great students,
and I'm thankful for the many years

see Harris page 22

MIRIAM
GoOLD
LLEAVES HER

- . PosT

DEEDEE LaAx
Staff Writer

n April 4, Miriam Gold,

Residence Supervisor,

announced her resignation
from Stern College for Women.
Her resignation will be effective
mid-July and she currently has no
immediate plans for future employ-
ment. ’

"It's time for growth and
change," says Gold about her deci-
sion to leave. "The tasks of the job
always remain the same. The only

task is the students, which is won-
derful, but I'm ready for a change."
Gold emphasizesh e r
recent decision to resign, after
working at SCW for three years, is

1| based on want of a different chal-

lenge. She explains that it is diffi-
see Gold page 23

see Safir page 20 see Elections page 22 Rabbi Solomon Drillm
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News Briefs

Israel:

The Israeli gdvem-

ment is not giving any indica-
tion that it will heed a request

from visiting US Secretary. of
Defense William Cohen not to
sell an airborne radar system
to China. Barak reminded
Cohen that Israel has to honor

its business contracts. The

deal has generated tension
with the US at a time when
Israel is seeking more US aid.

Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak said the
chances of talks with Syria
restarting are very low, but
that the government has still
not shut the door. He also reit-
erated his intention to with-
draw from Lebanon by July
and said he does not expect a
conflagration as a result. Israel
wants a $16.7 billion package
for advanced weapons and
redeploying the IDF fromthe
Golan Heights.

Israeli Labor and
Social Affairs Minister Eli
Yishai agreed to enforce the
law that assures Filipino work-
ers employed in Israel the
minimum wage, approximate-
ly $700 per month. Many
Filipino workers are employed
as caregivers in Israel and earn
$500 to $600 per month. It is

estimated that there are 25,000

legal Filipino workers in
Israel. ;

by Rachel Elbaum
International: National:
Japanese Prime Microsoft was dealt a

Minister Keizo Obuchi was in

_a coma and breathing with the
‘aid of a respirator late
Monday. A senior cabinet offi-

cial is acting prime minister.
Obuchi was taken to a Tokyo
Hospital after complaining of
fatigue, and was then diag-
nosed as having suffered a
stroke and placed in intensive
care. '
A German business
executive with Daimler Benz
AG, his wife and two children
were hacked to death by bur-
glars who "broke into their
home in China. Their bodies
were found together in their
villa. Four farmers from a

nearby community confessed

to the killings said one news-
“paper. It is believed to be the
worst violence in recent times
against Westerners in China.

, NATO troops arrest-
ed a Bosnian Serb leader last
Monday for suspected geno-

cide and other war crimes, a.

major victory for the U.N.
Criminal Tribunal for ex-
Yugoslavia. He was right-hand
man to the Bosnian Serbs'
wartime  political  leader
Radovan Karadzic who is also
indicted but still at large.

huge legal defeat Monday, as
U.S. District Judge Thomas
Penfield Jackson ruled the
company violated the
Sherman Antitrust Act. The
judge found that Microsoft
used its position to "monopo-
lize the web browser market,"
and that it violated another
section of the law by "unlaw-
fully tying its web browser to
its operating. system." The
company could be sued under
state anti-competition laws.
Massachusetts began
enforcing the nation's first
consumer protection regula-
tion of handguns. The new
rules ban "Saturday night spe-
cials," and require handguns to
include childproof locks, tam-
per-proof serial numbers and
safety warnings. The new gun
safety regulations affect gun

manufacturers who want to do

business in the state.

The thriving econo-
my and record-low unemploy-
ment rates are making it easier
for ex-convicts to find work.
While former offenders were
usually passed over for jobs in
the high unemployment days
of the 1980's in favor of those

“with clean records; many com-
panies now are "willing to hire
people they were able to
ignore in the past" because of

increasing job opportunities.
A study in "The New

England Journal of Medicine"
found -that beta-blockers
increase the risk of diabetes by
about 28 percent, compared to
those who do not receive treat-
ment for high blood pressure.
Experts say the drugs are
proven to lower the risk of
heart disease.

~ According to scien-
tists with The National
Institutes of Health, the best
time to prevent osteoporosis is
during childhood. Experts say
that children between the ages
of three and 17 should get cal-
cium equal to three cups of
milk every day.

Local:

A Daily News survey
of New York's public figures,
including elected officials and
Board of Education members,
found that many of them send
their children to private
schools and spend up to
$20,000 dollars per year on
their .children’s education.
This comes in the middle of
debate relating to school
vouchers that would allow city
students to use taxpayer
money for private school
tuition. Mayor Giuliani sends
his two children to Catholic
schools.

1Pevzy oesory
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DITORIAL

Something
Rotten 1n
Denmark

Is there some sort of
mysterious . bug  running
around YU, creeping behind
administrators ears, whisper-

ing "leave, leave...while you
still can?" What is it that has
caused nearly 15 administra-
tors to resign, step down, quit,
retire, or any other form of
exodus? Uptown, Midtown,
"and everything in-between, no
one seems to be safe from this
ubitiquous bug. As the year
draws to a close, the list of dis-

Residence Supervisor Miriam

Page 3
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appearing administrators con-
tinues.  This month's evacua-
tion awards go to Acting
Director of Student Financial
Aid Neal Harris, and the

Gold. Where have all the
administrators gone? There is
something rotten in the state of
Denmark.

Student Lethargy

At most universities
there is a rush of nominees for
Student Council elections.
Students spend - weeks plan-
ning campaigns, promoting
their carefully sculpted agen-
das, and fiery debates are
heard throughout the campus-
es. Granted, the tense energy
before elections may spark

animosity between
candidates but at
least there is some
competition in their elections.
At SCW, the apathy among
students has become pure
lethargy. Students don't vote.
Better yet, students don't run .
This past election was a dis-
grace, most of the positions
were unopposed and some
positions had no candidates at

- tration

all. Everyone complains about
the administration and how the
school doesn't do anything
right. How could the adminis-
implement  student
ideas, if there are no student
representatives to articulate
these ideas? - What does this
say about the student body?
Advice to the student body:
Stop complaining and do
something about it.

Smell the Roses

Flo’s;ers? For me?
Oh, why thank you...Shlomit,
~ you shouldn't have....

Shlomit, you bright-
ened everyone's day when you
handed out flowers to every
SCW student and faculty
member. We, The Observer
staff, want to thank you for

your gesture that made every-
one's day just a little nicer.
Why can't we have more TAC
presidents like you? Or, why
can't we have'oné, for next year
at all?
We would like to take
this opportunity to thank you
for your thoughtfulness that
you have shown to the entire
student body all year- and this

time you outdid yourself.
And the cereals were a nice
touch, too. I think it was a
shehakol, no wait, a mezonot,
no, I think it was a Shlomit...
And hey- you even
got us your bencher holders!
Finally!!!! We all have you to
thank for being able to say a
complete bracha achronah.

Shomer
Shabbat?

It was most interesting to note
when looking at the flyers
posted on the bulletin boards
around campus, a particular
flyer asked for a Shomer

Shabbat roomate for a summer

apartment sublet. We found
this very unusual. Or, per-
haps, not very unusual at SCW
at all.

Why did the person
posting the flyer feel it neces-
sary to mention Shomer
Shabbat in her advertisement
at all? Indeed this mentioning
is reflective of a general trend
at SCW over the past few

trying to smooth over. It is not

years that everyone has been

a valid assumption that every:
one: at SCW is Shomer
Shabbat. Nor is it valid to
assume that the SCW dress
code is followed by all.
Clearly. :
Change has come
about at SCW- and it is time to
address it, as fellow Jews.

A Thank-You

The entire Observer
staff would like to thank the
university as a whole for the
incredible help and guidance
we have received with regard
to our new computer office.
From the very first step of
funding the project-we would
like to once again thank the
President's Circle and SCW
board member Dr. Marcia
Robbins for their generous
donations. We are grateful for
your support of our publica-
tion.

Dean of Students
Efrem Nulman has provided us
with the initial backing to pro-
ceed onward with the project in
the early stages.

We would also like to

thank Dean Karen Bacon, who
has tirelessly worked to ensure
the completion of this endeav-
or. As an advisor and role
model to not only The
Observer but the entire SCW
body, we would like to express
our gratitude.

Assistant Dean of
Students Zelda Braun has
given us support as well as
encouragement throughout this
project and we are indebted to
you. Thank you.

And to Jose Betances,
Supervisor . Environmental
Services, for enabling The
Observer to have a place to put
all the computers.

But most of all, this
completion of this incredible
undertaking from ideas on
paper to hardware and software

- for your ongoing support of

would not be possible without
the ongoing support of the MIS
department. MIS has cease-
lessly worked to transform our
office into a 21st century com-
puter lab. - Tom Oleszcuk,
Assistant Manager of MIS, has
helped breathe life into this
project and we appreciate all
that he has done for us. Herb
Altieri, Network Specialist,
has given The Observer count-
less hours of his time to ensure
that the new computer system
will meet our every needs.
Herb, we thank you and you
can have all the t-shirts you
want.

MIS, we thank you

our 21st century project and we
look forward to working with
you in the future.

Adina Levine

Executive Editor

Observer Announces Appbintment of
New Editors for 2000-2001

Debbie Bienenfeld

Editor-in-Chief

Michelle Fogel
| Executive Website Editor

T A U S SR S R

BB E e e




Page4.

Observer

Letters to the Editor

April 11,2000 -, 1 -

‘ Handicapped
Accessibility

Dear Editor,

I was on my way to the
first floor library the other day
and noticed something that I
never really paid any attention to
before. As I started down the hall
I noticed a sign for a handicapped
bathroom. At first I was relieved

thinking how great it was that our
school was looking out for and
catering to our handicapped stu-
dents and visitors. Until, of
course, I realized that the only
way to reach this single handi-
capped stall was by walking
down a flight of stairs from the
first floor. Does that seem a
little bit strange or is it just me?
' So if we were to have a
guest visiting our school in a

wheelchair, they have no real
accessible way . to get to the
"handicapped" restroom. Of
course they could go on a lovely
detour by taking a regular eleva-
tor to the fifth floor, go through
four doors into the science wing,
finally reaching the service eleva-
tor where a security guard can
escort them downstairs. All this
just to go to the bathroom in a

- normal handicapped-sized facili-

ty. ‘But this isn't even half of the
problem. The real clincher I
found is that the only way for a
wheelchair-bound person to get
into our school building is
through the delivery entrance on
35th street. I don't have any idea
how our school building manages
to shy away from all of the city
ordinances we must be breaking
dealing with the handicapped.
But above all, I feel that

we are treating the handicapped
as  second class citizens.
Hopefully other students will see
these things and become just as
infuriated as I have become.
Something must be done, and
quickly.

Susanne Goldstone
SCW Sophmore

In Defe;nse of the
SCW Library

Dear Editor,

After reading the article in
the February 8 Observer, "Dusty
Books and Splintered Catalogs," I
felt compelled to respond. As a
work-study student in the library,
I'm one of those individuals you will
see shelving books, photocopying
papers and fixing copy machine
jams. With this in mind, I would
like to share my opinions with you.

The first point presented
was that of the "disorganization" of
the library. Students complained
that they were unable to locate items
in the library. I can understand this
when you walk in for the first time,
but after the second or third time this
should no longer be happening. All
you need to do is ask; any librarian
will be glad to show you how the
library is set up. Personally, I'll be
happy to show you. I do agree that
it is difficult to have the library
divided into two floors, but this, I

imagine, is due to lack of space. The
Dewey vs. Library of Congress (LC)
difference shouldn't cause too much
of a problem. The general rule for
finding books on the second floor
library is, for LC: stay on the
ground; for Dewey: take the stairs to
the mezzanine. B

The main reason books
can't be located is due to the stu-
dents. All too often students leave
books all over the library. Even
worse, students attempt to shelve
books themselves, often incorrectly.
It is these books that seem to be lost.
There are carts set aside on which
students can place books that were
consulted, and library staff will then
shelve them.

The next point brought up
is the difficulty in finding out what
is owned by the library. First of all,
the word you need to know for this
is YULIS. .I'll say-it again
"YULIS." This one word is the key
to finding any book in the YU sys-
tem. Further, articles can easily be
found through the many computer-
ized databases the library provides.

My advice is to ask a librarian to
show you which to use. I have

~ found ‘information for every paper

I've had just by using Stern's library
(and using tons of printing paper). I
had a bibliography of 38 sources for
just one paper (and these were only
some of my sources).

The limited space in the
library is felt most during reading
week and finals. It is at this time
that students can be seen sprawled
out on the floor (I've done it; warn-
ing: be careful of your back). We
need more space in the library and
we hope the administration will
expand the library's facilities.

I must mention one crucial
point here. I work with our librari-
ans on a daily basis. I have never
seen a more dedicated staff. They
take pride in the library and always
welcome suggestions. The Hedi
Steinberg Library is a great place to
work and I, for one, find the infor-
mation I need.

Sara Alper
SCW Sophomore

Alone 1n a Foreign
Land |

Dear Editor,

Despite the efforts of Marga
Marx, Foreign Student Advisor, and
the Student Council in promoting
integration between foreign and
American students, there still remain
a few unresolved problems:

Imagine being alone in a
whole new world: you come to a
new country in order to get a better
education and prepare for what you
hope to be a better future. As time
goes on you get to know new people
and develop different relationships.
You are excited! You are getting
ready! But most of all you are

~ scared! Scared of not knowing what

is going to happen and how you are
going to handle unexpected situa-
tions and events without your close
family and friends on whom you
relied and leaned for the past eigh-
teen years of your life. You have no
one to support you in the first couple

of days, which are the most difficult
days. .
"~ . Well, this is not a tale or a
story. This is the life and feeling of
a foreign student at our school. We,
the foreign students, have learned to
cope with the financial limitations
(Yes, we have to live without being
able to go shopping once a week),
language barriers and the social and
cultural gaps and differences we face
with everyday.

A But after all this, we still
hope to rely on one thing: support
and understanding from faculty and
administration. However, this is not
the case in reality. At Stern we have
one designated foreign student advi-
sor whom the female students feel
comfortable enough to approach
(Yeshiva University also has a
Foreign Student Advisor who visits
its many campuses on regular week-
ly schedule, and we can approach
him about any legal matter that we
have. But not personal things, for
clear reasons). However, when a
student -wishes to talk to her or

approach her, she must wait about
thirty minutes or so to meet with her
for just a few minutes. Once you
finally do get the opportunity to
speak with her about what bothers
you, you end up coming out of the
meeting not only with no solutions,
but even more confused and less at
ease than before. The result of the
meeting is having to deal with more
things on your mind, knowing that
you have no where to turn to.

We, the foreign students,
don't think that we are asking for
much. All we ask for is someone
who is willing to talk to us and listen
to OUR problems. We are asking for
someone who is willing to commit a
bit more time for us - at least a bit
more than the twelve hours per week
that are dedicated now for about fifty
students. We beg the administration
to find additional advisors who fit
this position.

Thank you,

Frustrated foreign students.

Privacy Invasions Widespread

Dear Editor; :

I felt appalled to
read the articles in the last
two issues of the Observer
containing the testimony of
Stern students who felt vio-
lated when a security guard
entered their dorm room
when the students were
wearing nothing more than a
towel. These stories are hor-
rible to hear, as well as terri-
ble violations of privacy, but
they pale in comparison to
the  uptown dorms of
Yeshiva College. To start,
practically every room in
the YC dorms is lacking a
private or semiprivate bath-
room. Students must walk
all the way down the long
hallways of the dorms while
wearing only their towels,
up to a few hundred feet,

An
Illegitimate
Victory?

Dear Editor, :

On Thursday,
February 3rd, Yeshiva and
Stern College hosted their
first annual quiz bowl tour-
nament. The tournament
was fun and a great success
and food from Dougies was
had by all. Unfortunately,
the team that won the tour-
nament, and with it a prize
of $150, included at least
one student who studies at
neither Yeshiva nor - Stern
but at Columbia University.

during which they can be
seen by students and securi-
ty guards alike. And those in

- the Muss dormitory can be

seen by MTA students and
teachers as well. Add to this
the fact that in the Rubin
dormitory there are bath-
rooms containing up to three
students to use per one
shower stall. Before Stern
students ask for more priva-
cy, Yeshiva students should
be provided with at least a
small modicum of privacy,
namely by g’ading bath-
rooms to the Yeshiva dormi-
tory rooms to upgrade the
facilities simply to be equal
to those of our sister school.

YC Junior

This led me to assume one

of two things. The first pos-
sibility is that the organizers
of the tournament were
unaware of the fact that at
least one Columbia student
illegally participated in
Yeshiva University's quiz
bowl. What this student
who participated in the
tournament proposes is that
the first place team be
stripped of its cash and
prizes and that the second
and third place teams, both
composed entirely of
Yeshiva students, should
play a single round of quiz
bowl to determine who
wins the prize.

YC Sophmore

“ Equestrian Club
Apology

Dear Editor,

On behalf of the entire
equestrian club, I would like to
make some "amendments" to the
last letter we sent to The
Observer. We did not thoroughly
research our information and
therefore erred in stating which
departments fund which pro-
grams. The point of our letter,
was not to undermine the help
we have gotten so far, and we
greatly appreciate student coun-
cil providing us with a van. It

was merely an expression of -
some individuals as to their wish
of receiving further financial
support. 1 would like to add
also, that just as most beginnings
are difficult, so was this one, but
I greatly appreciate the adminis-
tration's recent support for our
club. This club was set up solely
as a group of people to share the
immense enjoyment one gets
from riding, and I apologize for:
any misunderstanding and/or
confusion the previous letter
might have caused.

- Chaya Aspir-—

President, Equestrian Club 2000

YULLIS, the online catalog for the Main and Midtown
campus libraries at Yeshiva University, is now
' available via the web. '
Link to http://www.yu.edu
and click on Libraries.
You will find a link to YULIS
on the bottom bar. Alternatively you may
~ link directly to the catalog:
- http://www.yu.edu/libraries/yulis.htm
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Editor

In Support
of Persky

Dear Editor, :

We, the alumni

and students of Sy Syms

School of Business and Stern

College for Women, would

like to express our dismay at

the demotion of Diane

Persky, Assistant to the Dean

of Sy Syms

Business.

: Diane Persky s kind-
ness, humor, and warmth
have been major factors in the

~ large proportion of - women
choosing to study at Sy Syms.
Her positive advice, support,
and her own business experi-
ence have given strength and
encouragement  to many
women to challénge them-
selves and to pursue careers
in business. :

Women who come
to Sy Syms are not.only given
an outstanding business edu-
cation, but also gain an
invaluable mentor and friend
in Professor Persky, a friend
who knows your name and
whose door is always open.
Whether it is a scheduling dif-
ficulty, choosing an area of
concentration, or simply
someone to listen, Professor
Persky -has always been
someone on whom:we can
count. _

As students at
Yeshiva University, we have

School of .

learned that, in addition to
secular education, there is
something that is equally
important and that is Midot
‘Tovot. Why would ‘someone
who has been  given teacher
of the year award, has given
five years of dedication to her
job and has become a true
role . model to 56 many be
treated this way by Yeshiva
University? We know that
Professor Persky will be
‘exceptional as a full-time fac-
ulty member (for only three
semesters, as allotted in her
contract). Instead, the school
and the future incoming stu-
dents will be losing an invalu-
able and inspirational leader.

Professor Persky is
always concerned with her
students' welfare. She is a
teacher and a true friend. She
is someone whom we could
count on for business as well
as life advice. It is a shame
that Yeshiva University does
not have more faculty like
Professor Persky. It is also an
embarrassment that a reli-
gious school, which stresses
Torah - and Science with
respect cannot treat their own
faculty with the same respect
-that they espouse. Why

should Professor Persky have .
to be demoted in the middle

of the year while a temporary
assistant takes her place in her
office? A school that stands

for Judaism and respect:-

should treat their faculty that
way. For Yeshiva University

to say definitively - that

_ "Professor Persky does not

set a proper example" is com-
pletely "against Judaism's
emphasis on respect for our
people. -
In summation, we
would like to express our dis-

~may for the demotion of

Professor Persky. It is such a
pity that Yeshiva Univeristy
cannot recognize a role model
when it has one. Professor
Persky is an outstanding per- |
son who has been a great dean
for six years. If Yeshiva
University espouses respect,
where is their respect or
explanation why Professor
Persky is suddenly not a
proper role model? Professor
Persky is not only a role
model; she is a wonderful
human being. How many
teachers keep in contact with
their students and attend their
weddings? It ‘is hardly an
understatement to say that
Professor Persky is an excel-
lent teacher and advisor, intel-
ligent woman, and an excep-
tional dean. We are writing
this completely independent
of Professor Persky's knowl- *
edge, and we only hope that
Sy Syms School of Business
will realize what it is missing.

Students and Alumni of
Sy Syms School of Business

Rock the Vote

Dear Editor,

November 2000 marks the
upcoming presidential elections, and
we.all know their consequences both
in terms of domestic and foreign pol-
icy making. The State of Israel is

important- for all of us, -and the™

American government has its own
interests in ‘maintaining. relations
with Israel. For us, there are more
personal and religious matters
involved as well. For this reason
alone we must take part in electing
the next American President. In
addition, there are many other rea-
sons. : -
As you all have noticed,
SCWSC and the Political Science
Society are holding a national voters
registration drive in our school for
eligible students to register to vote.
In order to register a person must be
18 years or older, an American citi-
zen and resident of one of the 50
States.
school fulfill these criteria.
According to the Federal
Election Commission (FEC), in the
1996 presidential elections 146 mil-
lion of 196 million eligible voters
registered. Furthermore, only

49.08% of the eligible population in-

this country voted in the elections!
The Presidential elections of 1960
hold the highest voter turnout of the
last 40 years - 63% of the eligible
voters participated in the elections.
Voters our age might think
that they are too young to be active in
politics or that politics and govern-
ment do not pertain to.them. This is
not true. The FEC reports that in the

Most of the students in our °

1996 elections, in the age group of
18-20 year olds, over 10 million peo-
ple registeered, while only 3.3 mil-
lion of that population voted. They
counted as 3.21% of the total U.S
vote, while they could have count ed
as 10%. In the age group of 21-24,
close to 14 million people of that
population registered, while only 4.5

‘million of them voted. They counted

as 4.41% of he total U.S vote, while
they could have counted as 12%.

] Internationally, the
American citizens participate less in
presidential elections than do those
of other countries. For example, in
Algeria 75.69% of the voters partici-
pate; Argentina - 80.9%; Austria -
74.4; Azerbaijan - 97.6%; Chile -
90%; Cyprus - 90.13%; Gabon -
86.00%; Iceland - 85.95%;
Macedonia - 77.8%; Mozambique -
87.8%; Tajikistan - 89.00%. In the
United States, in almost every elec-
tion, only about 60% of the popula-
tion votes. Furthermore, gender
seems to be indifferent in this issue.
In each case, only about 55% of eli-
gible voters actually vote.

‘Many countries around the
world are fighting to have the demo-
cratic system that we have here in the
United States. But we do not use it
as we should. Every vote does count
and it does make a difference. Most
presidential elections are won with a
margin of 4% between the two lead-
ing candidates. Please, take this right
and privilege of voting and utilize it.
The first step is to register, and we all
can do that in school. Hope to see

you all there.

Farhid Hagit Sedaghat-Pour
Chair - Voter Registration Drive.
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pPrresidential mmmessages

APRIL SIM
SCWSC President

e have just experienced one
of the most unifying events
/ that occur at Stern College -

elections. Students come together on
election day each year and show their
concern for who will represent their
interests. Many have criticized our stu-
dent body for being apathetic toward
elections and not feeling obliged to
vote. But I would like to recognize
those who did vote, those who made
informed decisions about their choice of
representatives. These newly chosen
leaders will be the people who bring our
school into the next phase of our devel-
opment as a college. Our move to 215
Lexington Avenue, our growth of both
the student and faculty population, and
the change in leadership of key admin-
istrators signals a need for student lead-
ers who are prepared to handle these
changes.

Those women who voted show
that they are in tune with these consid-
erations and are prepared to confront
the future that lies ahead. This idea, that

we unify ourselves at certain times; is .

reminiscent of the departure of Bnei
Yisrael from Mitzraim. Together we
left the land in which we lived, with
Matzah on our backs and faith in G-d in
our hearts, heading to a land that none

~ final destination, one free from slavery

had seen and few could imagine. They
were led by a great leader, Moshe
Rabbeinu, who used his unending belief
in G-d to direct his course. As a people,
as Am Yisrael, they searched for their

and oppression.

While students at Stern
College, we have had countless oppor-
tunities to. work together and feel more
part of a cohesive unit - and the year is
not quite over yet! :

The Dramatics Society pro-.
duction of Hillstone, a .student written
original play, is now playing in the
Cultural Arts Center until Wed., April
12th. The voter registration drive is in
full-swing and anticipates a tremendous
turnout. The Yom Hashoa and Yom
Hazikaron/Yom Haatsmaut events are’
upcoming and promise to be most
enlightening.

' I would like to thank several
people for the recent SCWSC/YCSC
trip to the Circus and Dougies night
when the elephants arrived on 34th
Street. : .
First, Dean Himber, Mrs.
Braun, and Andrew Leibowitz and the
entire Office of Student Services and
Office of the Dean of Students for their
continued support of our events. And
second, the student leaders who put in’
extra hours to ensure the events had
positive turnouts - Ruchie Morgan, Mo-
B Singer, and Shlomo Herman and their
respective boards.

It is my hope that we end our
year together not as a disjointed group
of students, but as peers who support
each other's activities, resulting in a
more unified student population and a*
greater academic and social atmosphere
for us all to enjoy. Have a Chag
Sameach!

SHLOMIT ZAUDERER
TAC President

must admit that this is
Imy third attempt at writ-

ing this column!
However I decided that a
simple story would be
appropriate. I quote Rabbi
Paysach  Krohn from
"Around the Maggid's
Table". (p. 87) Rabbi Krohn
tells of a small boy named
Matthew who came from a
broken home. His mother
had remarried and he never
heard from his paternal
father. Each day he would sit
in the last row of class and
escape from reality. His
rebbe would try each day to
draw him out, but each
attempt was a failure. As a
tool of Chinuch, the rebbe
would ask the children a
question each time he told
the weekly Parsha portion to
the class. Parshas Vayigash
(44:18) states "Ani Yosef,

"Ha'od A'vi Chai - I am

Yosef, is my father still
alive?" The rebbe stopped to
ask the students what Yosef
meant. Yosef, after all, had
just heard his brothers say
that their father had sent

them down to Mitzrayim to
purchase food. Could Yosef
have been so foolish as to
assume his father was not
alive? The class sat with
baited breath for the answer
when Matthew raised his
hand.

(I paraphrase Rabbi
Krohn's words) "Rebbe,
what Yosef meant was not if
his father was still alive, but
rather if he still remembers
him. After all those years of
separation, does he still
remember and care that I am
his son."

Children have the
remarkable ability to express
the deepest and most heart-
felt emotions with the sim-
plest of words. At times we
feel like no one is listening
to us. We daven and cry and
plead with Hashem, and I do
not know about you, but I
feel at times that he is not
listening. Then with a bolt of
lightening, a story or an
event will happen to you. It
hits you with a force so hard
that you are forced to wake
up and realize that this mes-
sage is being sent for you
and you alone.

Today we are
caught in the whirlwind of
life. We are caught up in this
and that but we never stop to
smell the roses!!! We at TAC
hoped everyone enjoyed
"Stop and Smell the Roses
Day". Like Fire Marshall
Bill says "Stop. Drop. Roll."

While I do not rec-

ommend that everyone fall
down in the middle of the
caf and roll around in melted
frozen yogurt. But take a
moment to stop. Try not to
rush past people sitting the
lobby selling sweatshirts or
asking you for T'zedakah
money. As student leaders,
we are trying to help you and
hope that you appreciate
what we try to do for you.

I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the
President’s Circle for the
generous donation to the
Batei Midrashim in the
school building and both
dorms. Enjoy the new
Seforim that have been pur-
chased. I would also like to
thank Mr. Jim Rhodes,
Debra Wirtschafter and
everyone at  Facilities
Management for helping to
install the brand new
Bencher Holders in both
Koch and the main cafeteria.
I would like to also thank
Chana Rosenblatt, Tiffany
Weitz, and Naomi
Rappaport for the great job
they did organizing both
Purim Chagigahs! Finally, I

~ want to thank my board!

YOU GUYS ROCK! Sorry I
do not say that often
enought!

I wish everyone a

restful and spiritually uplift- .

ing Peasach and do not for-
get to "Stop and Smell the
Roses!"

Mailing
continued from page 1
Alumni Affairs Toby Hilsenrand Weiss.
"I think it is a good idea- a good con-
nection to the school." :
SCW Dean Karen Bacon

echoed Weiss' sentiments. "I believe the
alumni love to read the paper, both the

good, the bad, and the ugly," said Dean

Bacon. "I am a supporter of the student
paper being available to the alumni."
Weiss confirmed that YC alumnus Jeff
Strashun '76, formerly a member of the
Alumni Association, sent a letter to the
university requesting that the student
newspapers continue to be sent to alum-
ni.

During the Alumni phone-a-
thon headed by Weiss, students who
called alumni to raise money for the uni-
versity were met with irritated former
YU students who wanted to receive
copies of their college papers. Alumni
who were disturbed by the recent YU
policy not to mail out student publica-
tions refused to donate money for the
betterment of the university, explained
Weiss. ‘

"[I was] disappointed that all
student publications, including
Hamevaser were not going out to alum-
ni, commented Bob Saltzman of Alumni
Affairs. :

"How can the university expect to raise
money for.the education of its current
students if it doesn't let the former stu-
dents have a connection with their old

school?" questioned SCW senior Risa
Solomon. "What other way will alumni
know what is happening in YU if not for
the student papers? Yeshiva Today is
great and all, but it doesn't quite cut it. It
is not by ‘students."

Although The Observer does
not have the funding to mail out the
newspaper every month to all alumni,
plans for next year include increased
attention will be given to The Observer
website. : :
The Observer staff hope to
increase publicity about the website to
foster the alumni-student relations.

"I think the website is a good
option," said Dean Bacon. Following
the university's decision to stop mailing
out student newspapers and journals,
Alumni Affairs offered to begin a sub-
scription system. However, none of the
student publication have decided to
accept this offer.

"From our perspective, a sub-
scription system is a huge undertaking,
and the alumni office has thus far
demonstrated that they want to keep the
publications from the alumni by the uni-
versity's new policy," said Salamon.
"Based on their previous decisions and
actions, it is difficult to believe that the
university wants to have our paper
delivered to alumni doorsteps. I would-
n't be surprised if the school just threw
them out again."

| at his funeral. Who was

Rabbi Sbolomon Drillman

Continued from page 1

with Rav Wasserman, as well as the mash-
giach at the Yeshiva, Rav Lupchenski.
Shortly before the outbreak of World War II,
he went to learn with Rab Baruch Ber
Leibovitz in Kaminetz; he remained there
until the beginning of the war, when he was
caught by the Germans and sent to Siberia
until the war's.
In 1946, Rabbi Drillman was sent to Rav
Soloveitchik at YU with a letter of commen-
ation from  Rav
Wasserman. After he
Jlreceived Smicha from
he yeshiva, he was
appointed as a rebbe at
B.T.A., the Brooklyn
division of YU's high
chool. When B.T.A.
losed its doors, he was
appointed as a rebbe at
RIETS, where  he
iMremained until his first
stroke two years ago.
[Rabbi Drillman was the
director of the fourth
L year Halacha LeMaaseh
program, meeting every single one of his
smicha students, touching the hearts of an
extraordinary amount of people. Rabbi Ben
Kelsen, one of those fortunate enough to
have been a close Talmid of Rabbi
Drillman's, described why Rabbi Drillman
was known for his tremendous intellect,
spanning all walks of secular knowledge and
a breadth of Torah knowledge as well. More
so than his intellect, Rabbi Drillman's calling
was the warmth he exuded towards those
with whom he came in contact. :

eople stood quietly and solemnly out-

side the packed Beit Medrash on

Amsterdam Avenue. It was raining as
loudspeakers announced the beginning of the
proceedings of the Levayah on March 28th
for a great Torah scholar, mentor, and friend.
Rabbi Solomon Drillman, who passed away
on the previous night, was a spiritual leader
for hundreds of Jews, serving as a Rosh
Yeshiva at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological
Seminary for many years.
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm,
Rabbi Charlap, and Rabbi
Rabinowitz, close person-|:
al friends of Rabbif:
Drillman's for many years,
were among the speakers &

this Tzadik they were all
coming to honor?
Hundreds of shuls, dozens
of chesed organizations, a
thriving Jewish communi-
ty - this is the Flatbush we
all know today. What
most people don't know is -
that Flatbush would not be what it is today
had it not been for Rabbi Solomon Drillman.
For forty years, he served as the rabbi and
spiritual leader at the Glenwood Jewish
Center, one of the first observant synagogues
in Flatbush. Building this Torah community
was only one of his achievements in his
Torah-centered life.

Born in a small town in Germany,
Shlomo Drillman's skills were discovered by
Rav Elchanan Wasserman, who brought him
to his yeshiva at age 12. He became close
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Words from the Heart

.My name is unimportant; I could
be your roommate or your best friend.
The purpose of this article is to discuss an
issue that has affected almost every girl in
society, either directly or through
acquaintance. Eating disorder is the com-

mon name, anorexia and bulimia are

terms that are all too familiar. To many
they are just words with no real meaning,
just words to be thrown around and joked
about. Society has become so sickeningly
desensitized to the pain of others, that I
feel compelled to write this article. My
purpose is to share my story in order that
those who are suffering from this disease
will get help, and those who are consider-
ing acquiring it will stop before it is too
late. :

My affliction of the mind started
innocently enough, I had gained weight
one summer and decided to eat healthy
and exercise. Sooner or later, I cannot
specify the exact time, the healthy
lifestyle became a deadly one. Imagine
every second of the day counting calories,
pinching fat, planning numerous ways
how to cut out more severely needed
food, when you are going to exercise and
for how long, and how.yoAu can make
yourself throw up so no one will find out
your secret and try to stop you. My whole
mind was entrapped in a scary obsession
about weight. At 300 calories a day and
95 pounds, I still did not have an eating
disorder. It was an illness only inflicted
upon the skinny, and as far as I was con-
cerned, I was still fat. Every moment of
my life for three and a half long years was
spent in pain, in a constant state of
hunger, and a self-induced torture that I
could not pull myself out of. It enwrapped
my mind, which too eventually shut down
because of lack of food. I would sit in a
corner constantly and cry about how dis-
gustingly fat I got and that I just wanted
to die. Can you imagine every time you
look in a mirror you see a distorted image
of yourself and just want to take your

life? When-1 finally told my family, my
father, the epitome of strength, the man
who never cries, cried. A holocaust sur-
vivor who lived through hell actually
cried at his daughter's illness, one which
is viewed by many as a harmless way of
life. That was the first and last time I ever
saw my father cry. :
Unfortunately, many of you who
are reading this know exactly how I felt.
For those of you have not suffered from
this deadly disease, this may be a very
uncomfortable subject, but do not flee
from those who suffer from it, for they
have feelings too. Do not point and give
dirty looks in the cafeteria because they
are victims who, for the most part, cannot
help it. They need help, just like I did, not
from a bunch of self-righteous, insecure
people pointing out their problems. Look

inside yourself before condemning oth- -

ers. For the people suffering from an eat-
ing disorder, I know how you feel.
Unfortunately, this is an ignored subject,
one that you will eventually have to deal
with. Better now than after you destroy
more of your precious life. I could have

- become infertile, or even worse, have
~ died. I know that it is an extremely hard

concept to grasp because everyone thinks
just one more pound...until I am
thin...nothing REALLY bad is ever going
to happen to me. But let me tell you, I am
lucky that I am still alive and hopefully
able to have children. Lucky that I did
not suffer from a heart attack at 19 years

old. Lucky that I am still here to help

other people, because that is what I know
must be done. It was not easy to write this
article because this is still an extremely
painful subject for me, but this deadly
trend must be stopped before more people
are hurt, or even killed. Please seek help,
or ensure your friend gets help. For not
everyone is as fortunate as I am, and not
everyone lives to be able to tell their
story.

Name Witheld

THINKING OF TEACHING
in a Jewish Day School setting?

Grad Ed at Penn offers a one year
Master’s degree with certification to teach
Elementary and Secondary Education

- for a flat tuition fee of $25,000.

Field placements in local Jewish Day schools are available. *

For more information, contact Grad Ed Admissions
(215) 898-1501 or: admissions@gse.upenn.edu

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

FYv1 PENN GRADUATE
'-"’ SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Bonne Cleaners,LTD

Since 1965
56 East 34th Street between Park & Madison
AvenuesNew.York, NY 10016

10% discount with YU ID
(Cash and Carry) Phone: 689-3629
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Leave the Elementary Judaic Tract
to the Elementary

Unfortunately at
Stern College for Women
there is a huge discrepancy
because students  who
belong in more advanced
levels of Judaic Studies
classes are instead in the
beginners and elementary
level. This is a disadvan-
tage for those students to

whom Yeshiva University

offers a last chance for a

structured Jewish education

before the real world hits.
 Last year, I

‘enrolled in Stern coming .

straight from a public high
school. I was appropriately
placed in  beginner's
Hebrew, Chumash, and

- Introduction to Judaism.

As a "naive" student, I
expected everyone to be a
beginner like me, but that
was not the case. The first
day in Chumash, we dis-
cussed where we went to
high school; two students
had gone to Yeshiva for 10
years, with the rest of the
students who received a
public school education.

-advanced students.

Why are girls whohave
learned Bible for many
years in the same class as
girls who don't even know
who Abraham was?

When students are
placed in classes lower than
the level they belong in, the
teacher thinks that all of the
students = are more
advanced, and raises the
level of the class to meet
the skills of the more
This
makes it extremely difficult
for the students who actual-
ly belong in the class.

A second problem
with the lower levels of
Judaic classes is that there
aren't = enough classes
offéered. - This semester,
there were two Judaic stud-
ies classes offered, one
Hebrew class in the begin-
ners level, two elementary

“level, and one Bible class

offered in both the begin-
ners and elementary level.

: These problems
have been going on for
many years and there must

peers.

be a change. Maybe the
school should create a level
for Yeshiva students who
feel that they didn't learn
enough in Yeshiva, and
think that they still don't .
belong in the more
advanced classes.

Additionally,
SCW should create a
mandatory test when stu-
dents come into the school,
which would put the girls
into the actual level that
they belong. Stern does
have a test now, but unfor-
tunately, it isn't taken seri-
ously.

This ‘opinion is not
meant to imply that there
aren't good Judaic classes at
Stern. It is merely meant to
heighten the awareness that
there are students in Stern
who are almost punished
for knowing less than their
When we came to
Stern we knew it wouldn't
be easy, but we expected it
to be fair. There needs to
be a change.

Debra Michaels

POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

Youth Director

v

Assistant Youth Director ‘

v

ADVISORS NEEDED

» Achva Summer Programs
» Shabbatonim _
> Leadership Training Programs

For More information, Contact'
Dani Davis,

Program Dlrector

NCY! Youth Department

Phone: (212) 929-1525 ext 182
Fax: (212) 243-1222
Email: Ncyi.youth@juno.com
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SCDS Presents

HILLSTONE

by S. Kim Glassman
Directed by Tim Errickson

5 PERFORMANCES ONLY

APRIL 2000
Sun M-

Featuring
(in alphabetical order)

Shira Dickstein
Yael Fischer
Chaya Morgan Glaser
Shifra Chana Rothstein
Alana Sher
Marissa Wolf

Sunday 3pm and 8pm
Mon-Wed 9pm

First production ever
in SCW's new Theatre
located in the
Cultural Center at 34th St.
between 2nd and 3rd Ave.

For tickets or info call
Celia Sporer (646) 935-0197
Hadar Weiss (212) 781-3280

| $5 in advance, 36 at the door

Sponsored by SCWSC

SCWSC IS PROUD TO PRESENT
2000 PRESIDENTIAL
VOTER REGISTERATION

'DRIVE

WHEN: NOow!!
WHERE: SCW LOBBY (15" FLOOR)

STOP BY AND REGISTER...IT TAKES 2
MINUTES!! WE WILL EVEN MAIL IT FOR YOU....

YOUR VOTE DOES IMAKE 4 DIFFERENCEN

VOICE YOUR OPINION BY VOTING IN
THE UPCOMING PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS!H
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A column
devoted to
modern problems

that lay hidden

in the
frum world

Adoption in the Jewish Community

LisA HELPRIN

e have all heard stories or per-
s’s) sonally know of couples  who
- have had trouble having chil-

dren. After many heartfelt tefilot, doctors
visits, and attempted treatments, some are
still left childless. Many of these couples
are now turning to adoption as the answer,
with the aforementioned on the rise in the
Jewish community. Between 3-5 percent

of Jewish children are adopted, according .

to Kathy Brodsky, Director of Ametz
Jewish Child Care Association. In the face
of this statistic, it is crucial that, as com-
munity members, we gain a fuller aware-
ness of the issues involved in order to
develop the sensitive understanding we
must show to couples choosing to adopt.

- A child who is adopted into a
family is considered by his parents to be
his own. The Ramban in Sefer Bamidbar
comments on the Torah's reason for refer-
ring to Serach as the sister of the sons of
Asher, even though she was Asher's step-
daughter. He notes it is to teach us that,
because Asher raised her as his own, the
Torah calls her his daughter. A parallel
phenomenon occurs when detailing "the
generations of Moshe and Aharon." In
reality, only Aharon's sons were men-
tioned, but because Moshe taught them
Torah, Rashi learns that "whoever teaches
one-Torah (i.e. raises him), it is as if he

" gave birth to him." However, halacha does

not always run entirely parallel with this
concept. For instance, the adopted child's
lineage remains. If he is adopted by
Kohanim, he doesn't become a kohain.
Additionally, poskim disagree on whether
or not hugging and kissing an adoptive
child is permitted, and -on whether or not
yichud- with the child is prohibited.
Additionally, if the: birth parents are
known, the adoptive son is called up to the
Torah using their name instead. There also
a disagreement on whether or not adopting
fulfills the mitzvah of Pru u'rvu. Rav
Shlomo Kluger holds that it does fulfill the
requirement, while most poskim do not

- agree.

A primary issue facing couples
who choose to adopt'is whether to adopt a
Jewish child or a non-Jewish child. Non-
Jewish children must undergo a ritual cov-
ersion, including immersion in a mikveh
and a bris milah.

"Most adoptions are open adop-
tions nowadays, and there is usually a con-
nection to the birth family," said Bruce
Potash, Director of the Young Israel
Orthodox Adoption Group, when asked: if

it can be guaranteed that an adopted child
is Jewish. "Therefore, it can easily be
determined whether or not the child [that
one is adopting] is Jewish."

- Additionally, couples must

_decide whether or not to adopt a child with

special needs. "No child is perfect...kids
are a spectrum, some have more needs
than others," noted Steven Krause, who
runs the Jewish ‘Children's Adoption
Network with his wife Vicki. "We are all
b'tzelem Elokim." He added that a child
with a disability is no different from a
child without one, and that a- child should
not be turned away for this reason alone.

Mr. Potash, who has two adopted
children of his own, stated his opinion on
the proper way for a community to
respond to adoption. "It is best not to react
one way or the other, he said. "As long as
the ‘child is converted according to
halacha, [if need be], there is no issue."

"The best way to react is in the
same way you would to a natural birth - be
excited and welcoming, as you would with
any other child," remarked Brodsky.

Many of us will come into con-
tact with couples facing the problem of
infertility. There are many things we
should refrain from saying, and a compas-
sion we must possess. For ‘example, Ms.
Brodsky stressed the importance of not
telling couples to "relax."

"Generally, people don't need
your advice," said Krause. "They are prob-
ably already going to a doctor, and doing
everything they can."

- Many feel that when they cannot
have children, they are being punished in
some way. Mr. Krause noted it is not the
parents' fault, though it is easy for them to
feel upset and discouraged. However, he
feels that it may, in fact, be Hashem's way
of heading the couple in another direction
and showing them that He has other plans
for them, such as possibly opening their
home to an adopted child. i

As family and children are the
roots of community life in Judaism, it is
imperative that we confront. these issues
head on. If our brothers and sisters are

turning to adoption as a means of continu-
ing yiddishkeit, then it is our responsibili-
ty to support them in any way we can. We
must have an understanding for their situ-
ation.
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Visual vs. Analytical
Thinking: The Conflict
of Art Coursés and
Paragraph E

ALEXANDRA BEARD
Observer Secretary

ny artistically inclined student
Aattending SCW can tell you how her

eyes light up while browsing
through the descriptions of art classes in the
course catalogue. The Studio Experience,
Principles of Drawing, Creativity and
Innovation, and Print Making are only a few
of the many varied art courses the SCW Art
Department offers.

Yet many students pursuing majors
other than art, whoare interested in such
courses, may feel disappointed that they are
unable to express their creative sides. This
is because all art courses, with the exception
of Art History, can-
not be used to fulfill a
student's Paragraph E
requirement. In other
words, if a non-art
major wishes to take
an art class at SCW,
the credit she
receives will not help
her fulfill any gradu-
ation requirement. .

In order to
graduate from SCW,
a student must take
three courses or nine
credits of 'restricted
courses' to fulfill the
Paragraph E require-

ment. These are
courses outside of the
" major  department

and major require-
ments and are gener-
ally beyond the intro-
- ductory level.
According
to SCW Dean Ethel
Orlian, = when the
Curriculum Committee determined the
courses that would fulfill the requirements
of Paragraph E, they tried to include cours-
es that are components of a solid liberal arts
education. "The courses available are for
students to explore other areas outside of
their major and are typically more in-depth
than intro classes," Orlian said.
Hands-on courses and courses that
train for a specific field are not able to ful-
fill the requirement and due to their specific
nature, they do not fit into the broader con-
cept of a general liberal arts education.
Orlian further explained that these
focused classes, such as business, creative
writing, and art courses, shouldn't be

required of every student, since they are

career specific. More general courses, such
as advanced Literature, Theory, and
Psychology, should be utilized for
Paragraph E requirements.

Viewing art as an integral compo-
nent of a liberal arts education, Professor
Susan Gardner, the head of the SCW Art
Department, believes that an innate preju-
dice exists against hands-on courses.
Furthermore, she says that the age-old view
subsists that when employing the physical,
the brain goes numb. "Studio courses have

been written off as hobby-like and recre-
ational rather than a serious intellectual
endeavor," Gardner explained. "In fact,
these courses are rigorous, yet on a different

" level, for they require students to utilize

visual intelligence rather than solely the
analytical and literal thinking they are used
to employing."

~ Gardner believes that courses such
as The Studio Experience, a drawing, paint-
ing, and sculpture class, would greatly ben-
efit SCW students, for it would take stu-

dents beyond linear thinking and enable

them to experience a new visual and physi-
cal decision process.

Students who
take art courses at
SCW can testify to
Gardner's belief in the
benefits of thinking on
a different intellectual
level. "Art should be
part of a liberal arts
education and is edu-
cational even though
hands-on," says
Elisheva Weissman, a
bio major who opted
to minor in art so she
could take art courses
and fulfill a require-
ment. "These - art
classes require a lot of
work and persever-
ance, especially when
putting together a
portfolio. They
should be counted. as
any other class for
credit."

The effort factor
is what convinced
Ayala Yasgur that all the work she was
putting into her "just for the sake of it" art
classes wasn't worth the time and energy.she
expended without fulfilling a requirement.
Yasgur took The Studio Experience course,
and although she enjoyed it tremendously,
was compelled to drop out, for she felt her
time was better spent doing work for class-
es for which she fulfilled a requirement.
This semester, she takes the Pastel and
Watercolor class but experiences the same
frustrations.

"Students' schedules are over-
stuffed and they have no room to take the art
classes that they are interested in," Gardner
noted. "It is almost an oxymoron for me
[working] in education to tell students who
want to be educated in art that they are
unable receive credit for participating in
these classes." :

Dean Orlian, nevertheless, encour-
ages students to take such art courses.

"Students should take the courses that

appeal to them," she stated. "If a student
takes interest in an art class, it is still open to
her, yet she should be aware, as evident in
the schedule of courses, that they do not ful-
fill Paragraph E requirements."
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‘Escalators To Be
Installed in 2135
Lexington

SUZANNE ANZISKA
Staff Writer

hassle free, with time to spare.
Picture shirts without coffee stains
and papers that don't fall out of your
books. Think about not being whacked
around with sonreone's overloaded
Jansport and not being forced to stand
flat up against a wall, with your face
Well, many of us will
_get a chance to have our days improved
in the new 215 Lexington Avenue
building. ‘Escalators are going to be
installed there by the Fall 2000 semes-
ter. No more long and messy lines to get
into the elevators, as is the current situ-
ation in 245 Lexington. The new esca-
lators will extend from the lobby of 215
Lexington to the third floor. "I'm very
excited at the prospect of escalators,"
said Risa Solomon, an SCW senior.
"Escalators have utility in cer-
tain areas, especially in schools," said
Jeffrey Rosengarten, the Director of
Supporting Service Administration at
Yeshiva University. "Schools, as
opposed to office buildings [which 215
currently is], have the issue of class-
room changing between periods. The
escalators will serve as a quicker way to
move people where they need to go."
When asked why this is the very first
building in YU to have escalators,
Rosengarten explained that many of the

Imagine getting to class on time,

buildings that serve as classroom space
were not originally intended to be used
as such. They started as office build-
ings and since the only really busy
times of the day in offices are in the
mornings and evenings, the elevators
did not have problems of excessive
overcrowding or stopping on every
floor.

Rosengarten also explained
that since Stern will not be occupying
the whole building at the start, elevators
would not serve the function of moving
people around fast. Elevators are sup-
posed to be used for a whole building
from the bottom to the top but since
Stern will be using only the second and
third floors to begin with, the choice of
elevators would not be the best one.

Addressing the safety con-
cerns of having escalators in the new
building, Rosengarten stated that there

‘will be security people standing by,

making sure that there is no overcrowd-
ing and that each person gets on one at
a time. Rosengarten seems pleased with
the decision to put in escalators.

"Considering everything,
escalators are really the best choice,"
replies Rosengarten. - "It fits and works
into the needs of the students, and it's
something a little different."
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