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Straus Semikha Fellows Culminate Rabbinic Seminar
With Visit to Charleston, South Carolina
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As part of its ongoing study of the role of Judaism and Jews in Early America, the Program
on Early America and the Jews at the Zahava and Moshael Straus Center for Torah and
Western Thought returned to historic Charleston on June 11, 2018, this time with rabbinical
students, to explore Jewish Life during the Civil War.

This visit served to culminate a spring 2018 Straus Semikha Fellowship that focused on
“Rabbis, the Bible, and the American Civil War: Lessons on Leadership and Faith” with the
goal of developing intellectual leaders of Jewish Orthodoxy in particular, and American
Jewry in general.

During this brief trip, the semikha fellows toured K.K.B.E Museum, Coming Street
Cemetery, Fort Sumter National Monument, The Old Slave Mart Museum, Rainbow Row,
The Poyas-Mordecai House and City Market.
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