The War in Ukraine, Gog u-Magog, and the Arc
of History

A Torah perspective on history and current events

Part I: Is the war in Ukraine a harbinger for the coming of mashiach?

he has not come, he never will come.”
But [even so], wait for him, as it is
written, “Though he may tarry, wait for
him.”
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Said R. Yosi: Someone who predicts the
end (keitz) has no portion in the world
to come.
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Similarly, one should not try to
calculate the appointed time [for the
coming of mashiach]. Our sages
declared: “May the spirits of those who
attempt to calculate the final time [of
mashiach’s arrival] expire!” (Sanhedrin
97b). Rather, one should await [his
coming] and believe in the general
conception of the matter, as we have
explained.

5. Rambam, Epistle to Yemen

In your letter, you have referred to the
computations of the keitzz and R.
Sa’adya's opinion on the subject. First
of all, you must know that no human
being ever will be able to determine it
precisely, as Daniel already has
explained, “For the words are shut up
and sealed” (Daniel 12:9). Indeed,
many hypotheses were advanced by
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All these and similar matters cannot be
[clearly] known by man until they occur, for
they are undefined in the words of the
prophets. Even the sages have no
established tradition regarding these
matters beyond what is implied by the
verses; hence, there is divergence of
opinion among them.

In any case, neither the sequence of these
events nor their precise details are among
the fundamental principles of the faith. One
should not occupy himself at length with the
aggadot and midrashim that deal with these
and similar matters, nor should he deem
them of prime importance, for they bring
one to neither awe nor love [of God].
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Said R. Yonatan: Blasted be the bones
of those who calculate the end (keitz).
For they would say, “Since the
predetermined time has arrived, and yet
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scholars, who fancied that they had
discovered the date, as was anticipated
in Scripture, “Many will run to and fro,
and opinions shall be increased” (ibid.).
That is, there shall be numerous views
concerning it. Furthermore, we have a
divine communication through the
medium of the prophets that many

The twelfth principle is the era of
mashiach, namely, to believe and affirm
that he will come and that one should be
waiting for him even though he delays
in coming...and to believe that he will
be great and beloved, and to pray for his
arrival in accordance with what was
stated about him by all of the prophets
from Moshe to Malachi. And anyone
who is unsure about this or denigrates it
contradicts the Torah that explicitly
promised [concerning] him...

people will calculate the time of the
advent of mashiach but will fail to
ascertain its true date. We are
cautioned against giving way to doubt
and distrust because of these
miscalculations.... The rabbis invoked
God to frustrate and destroy those who
seek to determine precisely the advent
of mashiach, because they are a
stumbling block to the people, and that
is why they uttered the imprecation,
“May the -calculators of the final
redemption come to grief” (Sanhedrin
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Whoever does not believe in him, or
does not await his coming, denies not
only [the statements of] the other
prophets, but also [those of] the Torah
and of Moshe, our teacher, for the Torah
attests to his coming, stating: “And
Hashem, your God, will bring back your
captivity and have compassion upon
you. He will return and gather you [from
among all the nations].... Even if your
dispersed ones are in the furthest
reaches of the heavens, [from there will
God gather you in].... God will bring
you [to the land]...” (Devarim 30:3-5).

Jews of his time were perplexed and
misguided. The divine religion might
have disappeared had he not encouraged
the pusillanimous and  diffused,
disseminated, and propagated by word
of mouth and pen a knowledge of the
Torah’s underlying principles. He
believed, in all earnestness, that by
means of the messianic calculations,
he would inspire the masses with
hope for the truth. Verily, all his
deeds were for the sake of heaven.
Consequently, in view of the probity
of his motives, which we have
disclosed, one must not decry him for
his messianic computations...



we dare not put trust in a man’s pretensions
to prophecy if he does not excel in wisdom,
certainly we should not consider the claims
of'an ignoramus that he is the messiah. That
the man in question is an ignoramus is
evident from the order he issued, as you
state, to the people to give away all of
their possessions for charitable purposes.
They did right in disobeying him, and he
was wrong inasmuch as he disregarded
the Jewish law concerning alms-giving.
For Scripture says, “If a man will devote
anything of all that he has” (Vayikra 27:28),
and the rabbis explain in their comment on
this verse, “part of all that he has, but not all
that he has” (Sifra ad loc.). The sages
accordingly limited the amount one may
give: “He who is inclined to be liberal with
the poor may not part with more than a fifth
of his possessions” (Ketubbot 50a). There is
no doubt that the process of reasoning that
led him to claim that he is the messiah
induced him to issue a command to his
fellow men to distribute their property to the
poor, causing the affluent to become
destitute and vice versa. According to this
ordinance, it would be necessary for the
newly rich to return their recently acquired
property to the newly impoverished. Such a
regulation, which would keep property
moving in a circle, is the acme of folly.
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It is an article of our faith that the gift of
prophecy is vouchsafed only to the wise, the
strong, and the rich. Strong is defined as the
ability to control one’s passions. Rich
signifies one wealthy in knowledge. Now, if

Part II: The Shape of History and Gog U-Magog
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And a shoot shall spring forth from the stem of Jesse,
and a twig shall sprout from his roots.... And a wolf
shall live with a lamb, and a leopard shall lie with a
kid; and a calf and a lion cub and a fatling [shall lie]
together, and a small child shall lead them.

10. President Barack Obama:
“It's the answer that led those who have been told for
so long by so many to be cynical, and fearful, and
doubtful of what we can achieve to put their hands on
the arc of history and bend it once more toward the
hope of a better day.”

11. President Joe Biden:
“Freedom will always triumph over tyranny... Putin
will pay the price”
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And I will punish him with pestilence and
with blood; and I will cause to rain upon
him, and upon his bands, and upon the many
peoples that are with him, an overflowing
shower, and great hailstones, fire, and
brimstone.
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I will be exalted and I will be sanctified, and I will
make Myself known before the eyes of many
nations
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And God will be king upon all the land. On that
day, God will be one and His name will be one.
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1 And the word of Hashem came to me,
saying: 2 “Son of man, set your face toward
Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince
of Meshech and Tuval, and prophesy
against him.”
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The simple interpretation of the
prophets’ words implies that the war of
Gog u-Magog will take place at the
beginning of the messianic age. Before
the war of Gog u-Magog, a prophet will
arise to inspire Israel to be upright and
prepare their hearts, as Malachi 3:22
states: “Behold, I am sending you Eliyah.”
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that the Holy One blessed is He brings about
overturning through the depths of his wisdom, and
continuously revolves transformations, to bring the
world towards this perfection. And this is what the text
said (Tehilim 40:6), "Many things have you done
HaShem my Lord, your miracles and thoughts are
towards us..."; and similarly said the prophet (Isaiah
25:1) "...Counsel from the past is faith for the faithful";
and similarly it is said (Samuel II 14:14) "...and he
plans so that the exiled will not remain exiled". For
certainly the Holy One blessed is He does not want to
hold to the way of Good and negative for such a long
time, and afterward to abandon it and to grasp the way
of rulership and Singularity in one moment, like a
person who regrets and is consoled; rather from the
depths of His wisdom may He be blessed he revolves
the events from the depths of his wisdom such that,
from within the Good and negative itself in the end we
reach this point, that all will be completed, and He may
His name be blessed will reveal His Singularity. And
more will be explained from this later with the help of
heaven:
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And He said, “The hand upon the throne
(02) of God (7°): Hashem will have war with
Amaleik from generation to generation”
(Shemot 17:23).
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The intellect said [to the neshama]... And indeed
when the ultimate purpose is only revelation of
God’s Oneness, and not its concealment, and like we
explained before, that this concealment is only
intermediate in order to come to this end of revelation;
therefore, even though the concealment of His
countenance is to innovate with it this manner of
behavior of good and negative, He returns nevertheless
and oversees with the characteristic of goodness and
according to the law of his rulership, to complete
bringing about all of this behavior in the general
rectification. And this is a simple matter, since ou have
already heard how He set a time limit to the this
darkness of the good and negative all the time of the
six thousand years; and He already decreed from the
beginning the end which is the purpose of all of this,
and His Singularity will remain revealed, and the
goodness of the world will be established forever and
ever. If so, every day that passes, we find the world
coming closer to its perfection; and not only this, rather
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They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks
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Nation shall not lift the sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore.
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And an infant shall play over the hole of an old snake
and over the eyeball of an adder, a weaned child shall
stretch forth his hand.
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They shall neither harm nor destroy on all My holy
mount, for the land shall be full of knowledge of the
Lord as water covers the seabed.

And we find that in truth with these two characteristics
the Master may He be blessed always affects, and He
set these two in his rules the foundations of the world,

1 - the character of reward and punishment, it is the
manner of the Good and negativity in one balance of
merit and liability, and called this behavior the
manner of justice, that the Holy One blessed is he sits
and judges all the world according to their actions - the
good and the bad. And it comes with His justice - the
character of his goodness which is according to the rule
of His perfection, according to the manner of His
rulership, for with his power he wishes to rectify all of
his creations. And behold, according to the character of
reward and punishment - the Holy One blessed is he,
(as if it were possible), makes his actions subject to the
actions of man, that if they are good He also does good
for them, and if they are bad he is compelled, (as if that
were possible), to punish them; and like the topic of the
text (Psalms 68:35) "Give strength to G-d..."; and its
opposite (Deuteronomy 32:18) "You neglect the Rock
that bore you..."; and as they said may they be blessed
(Eichah Rabbah 1:33), "At the time that Israel does the
will of heaven - they add power to the strength above,
and when they do not do the will of heaven - they
weaken the strength above", G-d forbid, and according
to his character of governance and rulership it says
(Zechariah 3:9), "...and I will remove the transgression
of that land in one day"; (Jeremiah 50:20), "The
transgression of Israel shall be sought and not be and
the sin of Judah and not be found". And behold
according to the character of Good and negativity - The
justice of G-d is true to give to man according to his
ways quid pro quo, and there are many ways for
haShem to pay man according to his actions, and by his
manner will he be made, whether to kindness or to His
rod. But according to the wisdom of His goodness in
the rule of his perfection may He be blessed - the
common aspect to them, is to return everything - to
complete goodness, to a complete rectification which
will be in the end. And regarding this it says (Malachi
3:6) I am G-d I have not changed". And in the madras
of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai they said (Zohar ki Tetzei
281. and see there), "I shall not change in any place".
And indeed the manner of reward and punishment is
that which is revealed and always seen by the eyes of
all, but the revolving that he revolves all towards the
good is very very deep, and does not serve to be
revealed except at the end, but it revolves and
progresses in all periods and in every hour with
certainty, and does not stop:
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