
Giuliani Safety and 
Security Begins 
WOrk. ·at Yeshiva 

. us say what we need to do diller~ 
By Esther Flaschner~Berko ently." . · 

Giuliani ·safet)r- and Security . 
Giuliani Safety· and Security is.an affiliate of Giuliarn partners,' 

began security consulting s~rvic~ · an organization headed .by for~ 
es at Yeshiva University last mer New York City niayor 
week, initiating a two~month Rudolph Giuliani. Although the 
period of observations to . result company wouldn't divulge spe~ 
in an official review of Yeshiva's cific client information, the firm 
security system. The firm's con~ . has worked with major corpora~ 
sultants will spend the next few · 'tions in the past. Sunny Mindel, 
weeks interViewing and spokesperson for Giuliani 
researching YU's security proce~ Partners, confirmed "that 
dures to provide comprehensive Giuliani Safety and Security has 
recommendations on· improving been engaged" by Yeshiva 
campus safety. "At the end, University. Due to the sensitive 
they'll give us answers to our nature of security matters, she 
questions," explained Jeffrey could not provide further infor~ 

Rosengarten, associate vice pres~ mation about the project. 
ident for. administrative services. According to s~curity guards 
"They can best help us by taking on the Beren campus, Giuliani 
their knowledge and information personnel have already begun · 
they'll glean and turn it into an interviews ;md observations. At 
objective recommendation, with the university's behest, the con~ 

their findings geared to helping continued on page 9 

Arocha Protests at Auschwitz 
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MSDCS Launches · Midreshet 

Yom Rishon 

Rosh Y~shiva Rabbi Herschel Schachter addresses participants of first 
- Midreshet Yom_ Rishon learning initiative. 

By 'Ilana Levin 

In an. effort to expand the 
Torah education that Yeshiva 
University provides for its stu~ 

dents to the greater Jewish com~ 

munities of New York and New 
Jersey, the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary (RIETS) 
·recently introduced Midreshet 
Yom Rishon, a Sunday morning 
learning program for women. 
Following the successful imple~ 
mentation of Kollel Yom Rishon 

~m-~··N~ 

~ 
J 

for men, the Max Stern Division 
of Communal Services sponsored 
a parallel program for women 
that began on February 6th. 
"There wer·e requests for and 
interest in having a similar pro~ 

gram for women who are loolzi?g 
for more serious participation in 
women's education," explained 
Robert Shur, the coordinator of 
Midreshet Yom Rishon. 

The opening event at the , 
Wil£ Campus Schotten~tein· . 
Center drew a crowd of nearly 
two hu-ndred women, who 'were 

what Shur called "an even mix of 
married women · and students." 
Many participants were Stern 
students and alumni from the 
Beren CamplJS and Washington. 
Heights, as well as Women from 
surrounding] ewish communities 
such as Monsey, Queens and 
Teaneck 

The program consist,s of two · 
consecutive shiurim, one in 
Halakha and one in Bible. The first 
.event featured Rabbi Hershel 
Shachter of RIETS and Dr. 
Michelle Levine, assistant profes~ 
sor of Bible at Stern. Shachter 
gave a shii.tr in the halakhot of 
Shabbat dealing with issues of 
the time difference between 
Israel and America. Levine spoke 
of 'The Creation of Woman in 
Relation to Man," noting that the 
first week of the women's learn~ 
ing program should appropriately 
deal with the first woman. 

The · schedule of future shi
urim can be found at 
www.midreshetyomrishon.org; 
sources for the classes are posted 

continued on page 16 

Conflicts ln 
Remembering 

Exclusiv~ Observer Coverage 
Begins Page 10 

By Rachel Adina Borg 

"When we got off the Frains they 
separated the men and the women. Then 
they separated the young women from 

. the old. We thought we were going to be 
taken away for prostitution, but we had 
horrible diseases. The Germans would
n't touch us except with sticks and clubs 
to peat us." 

_:_Fradel FuhTer .. 
As the granddaughter of an 

Auschwitz survivor, I am familiar 

New Exhibit on Seuss 
Page 21 ' 

with the reticence a survivor 
experiences. My grandmother 
does not openly speak about her 
past. She was born in 
Czechoslovakia and an;ived in 
Auschwitz in 43~44, so there is 
no tattoo on her arm as a con~ 
stant reminder. It is easy to for~ 
get that lurking behind the ador~ 
ing family and idyllic life she has 
built anew are experiences so 
macabre she chooses not to 
speak of them. 

continued on page 7 

Film Review: Paper Clips 
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Esther Flaschner-Berko 
Editor-in-Chief 

Picture this. A wintry 
Sund~y morning in Washington 
Heights, cold winds blowing 
through the Belfer Hall wind tun
nel, and streams of Jewish stu
dents and middle-aged profes
sionals teeming the streets to 
learn Torah. Sound unlikely? 
Well, head up to the Heights on 
any given Sunday, and you'll wit
ness this improbable sight. 

Since initiating the Yom 
Rishon program, YU has drawn 
hundreds of men .and women to 
Torah classes every Sunday 
morning. The Kollel Yom Rishon 
for men began months ago and 
attracts anywhere from 50-100 
men on Sunday mornings to hear 
shiurim from prominent Rabbis, 
including some visiting scholars · 
from other yeshivas. The 
Midreshet Yom Rishon began 
only three weeks ago, and is 
already unparalleled in its suc
cess. Attracting 170 women the 
first week and over 300 partici
pants in the second week, the 
achievement highlights the seri
ous need for such programs in the 
Jewish coll).munity. 

Yeshiva University, particu
larly its. Max Stern Division of 
Comrhunal Services, is to be.com
mended for providing such an 
enrichi;ng service to the larger 
Jewish world. Yeshiva staff 
involved in the program run it 
extraordinarily well, offering free 
parking, complimentary break
fast, and even posting computer
ized sources to the shiurim online 
days before the event. The dedi
cation to such a noble cause is 
laudable, and the enthusiastic · 
response testifies to the potential 
of such efforts. 

Encouraged by the suc_cess of 
such community programming, I 
would like to point to another 
gaping whole in the Modern 
Orthodox community in desper- . 
ate need of fixing. · In the past 
year Yeshiva has demonstrated 
its ambition and ability to 
become more involved in Jewish 
communal life and is equipped to 
address another issue. 
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. I am referring to the lack of 
Modern Orthodox kiruv (out
reach) programs. Th,ere is noi: 
one outreach organization that is 
geared to adults and embraces a 
Torah U'Madda philosophy. 
While some may argue · that 
NCSY hinges on Modern 
Orthodox beliefs (one can get fu 
trouble for making ~;>uch overar
ching statements in the Jewish 
world), NCSY distinctly targets 
youths and teenagers. Who can 
the twenty-a·nd-thirty-some
thing professionals turn to? 

I ];lave encountered many 
post-college adults, in my labora
tory jobs or casual meetings, who 
seek answers to complex ques
tions about their heritage. These 
are liberal, professional adults. 
.steeped in academic education 
and craving judicious answers to 
religious dilemmas. To many, the 
T ofah U'Madda approach I profess 
sounds iqeal, and appeals tq them 
on rational and logicallevds. ·But 
when they seek formal program
ming in such a vern, they are at a 
loss · 

Manhattan is full of skilled 
yuppies, modern adults who 
identify as Jews but lack any 
Judaic background. The 
Wharton MBA" who works for 
Ernst &; Young, the Harvard Law 
graduate, the Columbia school 

·journalist at the New York 
Times- people who could osten
sibly identify with Yeshiva 
University philosophy are denied 
a formal opportunity to learn 
about it on their level. 

The standard outreach pro
grams of Chabad and Eish 
HaT orah are traditionally more 
conservative and right-wing than 
the mainstream Yeshiva 
University philosophy. I realize I 
am employing gross generaliza
tions, so please forgive my stereo
tY,PeS. The bottom line though is 
that there are many adults whose 
approach does not concur with 
the venues of Chabad or Eish 
HaT orah. These are wonderful 
organizations that have affected 
thousands of lives, but they are 
not necessarily for everybody. 

As the premier institution of 
Modern Orthodoxy, Yeshiva 
·university has an obligation to 
make its Torah readily available 
not just to the rest of the 
Orthodox world, but to those not 
versed .in its nuances as wen. 
One success rides on the heels of 
another, and I hope Yeshiva's 
Torah initiatives, following the 
Yom Rishon programs, continue 
to enrich the lives of many. 

Rebecca Rosenberg 
Editor-in-Chief 

Paid workers have streWn 
7,500 bright-orange, door-like 
structu.res across Central Park's 
vast lawns, manmade hills and 
pathways. Like Tibetan prayer 
flags, pieces of pleated orange 
doth hang from the simple, 
metal poles forming the rectan
gular shapes. This is the new 
installation entitled "The Gates, 

. Central Park, New York, 1979-

lent public relations than skilled 
or ingenious art, it is an utter 
waste of time arid resources bet
ter directed to the numerous 
world tragedies crying out for 
international assistance. Jeanne
Claude has said of the installa
tion, "It has no purpose. It is not 
a symbol. It is not a message. It is . 
only a work of art." 

We live in a world that can
not afford to create 20 million 

· dollar projects that have no pur
pose and relate no message. This 
is a tragic reflection of social val
ues, in that we are more con
cerned about contemplating 
whether steel structures look 
like a "pleated skirt" or a "serpen
tine river" than helping ~o relieve 
world hunger or the AIDS epi
demic or assisting those coun
tries who suffered 225 thousand 
deaths from the tsunami disaster. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
2005" . by 

· Christo ai).d 
Jeanne-Claude, 
the same artists 
who added a 
pink tutu to 
se-:eral Florida 

I~~~~~= has tried to justi-, 
"fy the project, 
saying that his 
financial ana-

islands and 
wrapped a 
French bridge 
with gold cloth tmt,;:F'.:.W-1111 
and blue string. ..,~~~.-~.:~·~",..,,. 

The New 
York Times has 
run a series of 
arti~les prais
ing the 20-mil
lion - dollar 
project as 
ingenious and 
uplifting, while 
many New 
York residents 
are relieved to 
know it will be 
dismantled 
after 16 days. · 
Regardless of whether· people 
find the art uplifting or disap' 
pointing, there is a more funda
mental problem with the con
cept, namely · a purpose propor
tional with the exorbitant 

·expense. 
In A New York Times edito

rial, Carolyn Curiel suggested 
that the project has inspired a 
sense of humanity .in visitors; 
However, I would argue that it 
has done the opposite. It has 
encouraged visitors to focus on 
themselves, their feelings and 
their reactions through an 
exrravagantly wasteful catalyst. 
For an installation that lasts 16 
days and is more a feat of excel, 
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lysts project that 
the installation 
will generate 
over 80 million . 
dollars in eco
nomic activity. 

· .• "". , .... This may be 

lllrJiill~lm wonderful for some .people in 
lllf.llf~'!l~ New York City, 

but ask yourself 
whether you 
would rather put 
money into the 
hands of restau
rant owners, air
lines and hotels, 
or into those of 
people fighting 
disease, ciVil war 

·and starvation? 
How badly does 
the owner of the 

exclusive Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel need additional business? 
For him it might simply be the 
difference between a Honda and 
a Mercedes. After all, in a little 
over two weeks, this project: will 
have a rirlnimal positive impact 
on· the economic vitality of New 
York residents, while the finan
cial resources funneled into the 
scheme could have meant a great 
deal more to widowed Sri 
Lankans. 

Sarah Mat:arasso 
Ma:tky R:osenthfll 
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Molly Fink 
SCWSC President 

Hello ):..adies at Stern 
College, 

For those of yo~ returning
for ·a second semester, welcome 
back. To those of you joining 
Stern this semester, welcome! 

Last semester had many sue~ 
cesses; the calendar was booked 

Aliza Abrams 
TAC President 

So here we are again the 
beginning of another Observer 
issue, and the beginning( ish) · of 
the spring(ish) semester. ·I hope 
everyone has settled into the new 
semester by now, and enjoying 
their classes. I hope you all 
enjoyed the chagigah we just had 
with Aspaklaria and Naftali 

every night with multiple events 
that were created by you: The tal~ 
ent showcase, the blood drive 
and the Peer counseling bag dec~ 
orating are just a sample. of the 
events. This semester new clubs 
have already been activated; my 
board and I want you. to be 

· involved, so if you have any ideas, 
thoughts, and goals please feel 
free to contact me · at 
Namsl82@aol.com. I have fl. 24 

.hour policy, which means if I do 
not get back to you within 24· 
hours I did not receive your mes~ 

sage. 
For the second semester my 

board and I have planned some 
terrific events. March is 
Women's History Month, so 

· please keep your eyes open for 
events. A carnival is in the works, 
and I know some of you want to 

Abramsqn, personally I thought. 
it was great. I also hope you all 
enjoyed all of the different speak~ ' 
ers and shiurim we have had over 
the last few weeks. 

I assume everyone . would 
like to know what TAC has 
planned for this new semester. 
To begin with you can all look 
forward to the continuation of 
Dinner and· Divrei Torah with 
Nechama Price. Something else 

. exciting is happehing on the 
Shabbos of · March 4th, Parshat 
Vayakel, when we will be hosting 
the annual YU Yachad shabba~ 
ton. Even if you have never been 
on a Yachad Shabbaton you 
should definitely come. to this· 
one. It's a lot of fun and just a 
really special way · to spend 
Shabbos. Oh, and did I mention 

. we will be having a Blue Fringe 

dunk Dean Braun so heri's .ycmr 
chance! Every Thursday,·scildent 
council will be selling Stem ·gear 
in 245 LeXington lobby'~ so bring 
your wallets. Please lopl,z for 
posters, emm).§, flyers .etc. \Vhil.e 
those are jusi: a few. of the many 
events to look forward to, die 
theme that my board and I have 
d~cided to create this year is that 
we are here to facilitate you, the 
student. This is your chance to 
get .rnvolved so please take the 
opportunity. I am · lookirig for~ 
warq to the second semester; 
new and .old comers alike~ if you 
have any ideas for· a new ·club, 
event, anything ~ my entire board 
and I would love to hear feedback 
as well as new ideas for this 
semester. 

Last semester Aliza Abrams, 
. President of Torah Activities 

concert on Saturday night?? .'A 
few days later, March 9th at 
7:30pm in Le Bistro, we will be 
celebrating The Great Women of 
Israel. For those of you who did~ 
n't know, myself included, 
March is Women's History 
month in both America and in 
Israt:L The Sochnoot, the Jewish 
Agency of Israel, is sending 
Israeli women:. all famous for 
their different accomplishments, 
on a tour of Ani,erica to tell their 
stories and ·share their work. 
This event. is ~emg co~ sponsored 
by T AC, SCWSq, and the Israel . 
Club. The event wjll be just a 
few days before Rosh ChodeshAdar 
II, which is customarily a holiday 
for women. Even more apropos 
is the fact -that in Adar we 
remember the story of Purim and 
of course our great heroine 

r·--···-----····· · · ·····---··-~,---------•--- - ---- ---- - -•-----·-·--"'······ ·-·-···· ···-·r·-·---, .. ~---- ---···· ····.!1111 
, - ~ . I 
~ Su_mm~r stipend:s up to .. ·· r 
I $l . I 
.: ' Stern College F Ho~ships in ' :

1
. i Public anp International Affairs '~ 

J . ~ 

I
! Politics 'matters. Each day, important dec. isions-are ma_d_e about how to fight terrorism_, p;:o_ vide- adequate ~J:. 
nutrition for poo; childten, control th~. proliferatien. of nuclear weapGns, protect human rights, foster 

. democracy, and much more. You ~an participate in the ma'king of these decisions, large md small. Summer 
J internships provides seful work: able contacts in cl;private sec~ II 

I
' tors, and a betteru of ho'Y politic nite~ States or ~~- · 

' T 0 promote s_tude::nt involvement in public ana tnt airs, th:e Department of P~lftical S; ietice is . 
•' pleased to offer two Public Affairs-Fellowships. These 'ps, worth up to $2,000 each, will be award~\. 

I
t ed on a competitive b~sis to support vplunteer 9r low~wage:summer internships in pub~~ iiffairs. If you plan 1

1 · on doing a summer internship in public affairs or inter · a1 politics and you want tq :he considered for a 

1 Stern College PIA Fellowsfup, contactl):ofeswrj'osep _ ers (lu~ers®yu.edu J to request'. ~e application 
1 

II? f?nn or go directly to ·Political Science Department website . (http:/A¥>V\V.yu.edu1sten;'/politics/applica~ r I non.htm). . •· I 
The applic~tion deadline is March 30. In the meantime, yo .should find and a~ply f~i'"'a-:0. ipJ?~hship that , 

• ' espech\lly interests xou. SGtne of li11e interns~p topt · might want tG conskh~:rr itwlude: " ·\. . 
e o ' N \fu • ' I Women's Health ·I 
i fluman Rights Fo~eign Policy · 

•\ International Business and Trade International Development ,II 

I, Law ~orcement Pea~e and C~nflict Resolution ' I 
Public Law . Soc1al Change/ Advocacy . ~ ~" ' . . . ~ 

.- Finding Internships: If you do not know where to sta'i:t in your search for public affairs opportunities: • 

I. there are nu.merous ' intern:ships listed at the Stern College Political Sci~nce _pepa~nllmt website: I 
http://w\vw.yu.edn/stern/po1itics/intership opportunities.ht~n , ' · 

• ·;o·- ' -"" 

,_ ... -~· . ' ~- ., 
, "Joseph Dunner· P0litiehl Science Society " ' ' .. 

L . - .. - · 
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Council (TAC) wrote about 
Hakaras Hatov (recognizing 
thanks) in her article and it is. a 
topic that I would like to 
address. First I would like to 
remind everyone to thank securi~ 
ty for doing such a wonderful job 
and to remember that just like 
our job is to go to school theirs is 
to keep us safe .. So next time you 
flash your ID, smile and say thank 
you; it goes a long way. On a per~ 
sonal level, at the end of last 
semester I lost my notebook ~ (if 
you ask me it ran away) ~ regard~ 
less, that notebook contained 
notes for two of my hardest class~ 
es. Two days before one of my 
final exams I bumped into a fel~ 
low classmate in the library. We 
exchanged the usual hellos and 
as I was walking away she asked 
me (completely unbeknownst to 

Esther. We will be hosting 
Keren Margalit, an Israeli film 
maker, who will share some of 
her films with us and speak 
.about her road to film making. 

Shortly after that we have 
Purim on March 24th, which is 
going to be great. First .there will 
be·a Megilla reading on our cam~ 

pus, followed·by the annual chagi
gah on the Will campus. Neginah 
Orchestra will be playing accom~ 
panied by a few surprise singers. 
Friday morning there will be a 
seudah sponsored by Student 
Affairs. 

After Purim fast forward a 
few more weeks · to Yom 
Hashoah, currently being 
planned. Shortly after. that we 
have Yom Hazikaron and Yom 
Ha'atzmaut, we will of course 
have the aimual ceremony at 

her' that ·I had, lost my notes) "I. 
typed up an outiine for the final, 
would you like me to send you a 
copy?'~ This gooCl deed cause~ my 
entire class to send our notes to 
one another via email.· I tbfuk we 
all nailed the final. There's a rep~ 
utation in Stetn that girls are 
stingy with their notes. Success 
is when . we all succeed. If you 
see someone ·struggling this 
semester lend a hand or just lend 
a hand even if you don't see some~ 
one struggling. Good luck ladies, 
I look forward to hearing from 
you! 

Molly Fink, 
SCWSC 2005, President of 

Student Council 

night which commemorates both 
of those important days on our 
calendars, followed by the chagi~ 
gah in the gym. Together with 

-MSDCS and a few other student 
volunteers, I am helping to plan a 
huge outdoor fair on the Will 
campus during the day of Yom 
Ha'atzmaut. There will be 
rimsic, food, Israeli vendors, the 
works. 

I think this is enough for you 
all to be putting into your plan~ -
ne]:s for now, Keep your eyes 
peeled for signs about additional 
events. If there are any events 
that you would like to see hap~ 
pen~ you know what to do~ con
tact me either by email~ 

. AlizaAbrams@yahoo.com, or call 
me 917~882-6051. Chodesh Tov! 

Stern College Dramatics 
Society Presents 

An Adaptation of 

Little 
Women 

. . 
By Louisa.l\tlay Alcott .. 

f-ebruary 20,21,22,24 at 8_:00 P.M 
Shottenstein Cultural Center 239 East 

34th Street I 
Tickets: ss in adv~nce $8 at the box I 
. . office · 
Contact: Ariela Adler (860) 966-2514 · 

arielaS@comcast. net 
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The Trouble with 
Transcripts 

A university knows it's in trouble when senigrs fear graduate 
school applications. In Yeshiva University's case, our qualified sen
iors usually don't worry about their grades, GRE scores, or letters of 
recommendation. Instead, they worry about having their transcripts 
sent to their appropriate locations. 

We know of.countless student whose applications have been 
~ 

held up because of mi.ssing transcripts. The problem is widespread: 
applications from medical school to physical therapy programs have 
been delayed, causing panic and frustration in sew sei:li.ors. 

Truth be told, there is no one to blame for the process's flaws. 
The SCW registrar's office is manned by only four women. These 
women handle the registration needs of over 1000 students, including 
Israel credits, transfer credits, registering for new semesters, filing for 
graduation, and requesting that transcripts be sent. They are unbe
lievably un~erstaffed, and the location of their office- with busy stu
dents flying by- does little for their work potential 

Furthermore, Yeshiva's methods of sending transcripts are some
what outdated. The scotch-taped, stamped envelope era has long 
past; yet this cumbersome, tedious approach is still employed by 
Yeshiva's system. Other universities have adopted a far more effective _ 
approach. They utilize special paper which has a heat-sensitive seal 
and unique watermarking patterns. Students can enter the registrar's 
office and request an official transcript, which is immediately printed 
and handed to the applicant. Needless to say, this method cuts work
ing time significantly and allows students to control their own appli
cation process. 

We know this technoiogy must be expensive, just as we know 
that hiring additional staff incurs extra paychecks. However, as rep
resentativ~s of the student body we humbly ask that our request be 
considered serim;tsly, and transcript services be upgraded for the ben
efit of students and staff. 

OPINION 

A Lack of 
Communication 
Leaves Seniors 
Shortchanged 

sew, along with many universities nationwide, mandates a 
Speech Communications class requirement for all students. Most 
students, flustered and nervous about spe~ng in public, usually 
postpone this class until their senior year. Seniors are always given 
priorjty in registration, and usually succeed in registering for the 
classes of their choice. 

A bizarre situation arose this past registration period of spring 
2005. The only Speech class offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
closed out in a matter of minutes. Two days later, responding to stu
dent demands and schedule conflicts, the administration justifiably 
decided to open an additional Speech comse on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, to be given in the time slot immediately following the first 
course. However, because of its Later date of inception, this course 
was initially- open to sophomores and freshmen registering at that 
time before seniors were allowed to alter their schedules and register 
for the new course. · 

Usually, the academic advisors work superbly to maintain lists of 
students who are closed out of certain classes, airnihg to give opening 
spots to those who receive priority and truly need the course. 
Neglecting to inform seniors of this new Speech class resulted in an 
unusual situation: Seniors desperately trying to enter a class filled by 

·freshmen. One of the fundamental principles of college registration is 
that seniors maintain priority over freshmen who have four years 
ahead of them to take the very same course. Depriving seniors of this 
privilege, and forcing them to compromise their courses in their last 
semester of sew, was an unfair oversight. 

By Shoshana Fruchter and Esther Genuth 

Cheating: Personal or Communal Responsibility? 
It was the beginning of a multiple-choice final when I heard the possible 

answers to one of the questions being discussed by t:Wo students, sitting right next 
to me. I was glad I had alrea.dy answered that question. Yet I sat there for a moment 
unsure of what to do. Tell the professor? "Ssh" the students? 

I have since been contemplating what a student's reaction should be in that sit
uation. Cheating is wrong witho~t a doubt. It is agains~ school rules and unethical, 
and the issue must be assessed on each of these grounds. 

According to the offiCial school rules, "Cheatmg on an examination will subject 
the offender to disciplinary action including possible expulsion from the University." 
But whose job is it to enforce that policy?. Uke all other school rules, the responsi
bility is that ofthe teachers and the administration. If only a matter of school poli
cy, a bystander's interference would certainly be out of place. 

In terms of ethics, it is wrong for students to use outside sources while taking an 
exam. All of their answers should be teased from memory. Students who cheat are 
liable and respon!)ible for their dishonesty. They must be taught what cheating is 
and why it'is inexcusable. However, this lesson is not the job of their peers. 

There should always be a student-teacher alliance: the two groups should. work 
together to create the best learning environment possible. T e§lchers should speak to 
the stUdents about the curriculum and students should give feedback. Students 
should probably even tell teachers that there is a cheating problem in the class; 
nonetheless, they have no right to give specific n.ames to the faculty. "Telling the 
teacher" is crossing the line. As in any social situation, informers are seeh as traitors 
to the group, and rightfully so. 'T attle-taling" is a notorious characteri?tic· of third 
graders, not the approach of university students. · 
· This is not an opinion held exclusively by students; some teachers agree with 

this rationale !iS well. One teacher interviewed said that if a s_tudent came to her to 
say that another student was cheating, "I would say, 'Thank you, I will check it out, · 
but next time don't tell me."' 

Approaching the cheater personally is also out of the question. It only creates 
tension, because the person doing the reprimanding is obviously not telling the 
cheater something h~ doesn't know already. Regardless of how kindly the criticism 
is given, cheaters will not learn their lesson because someone self-righteoilsly tells 
them it is wrong. To effectively learn the lesson, they need to come to an understand
ing on their own. Principal Mark Strakbein of Eagle Valley High School in Colorado 
received a letter from a sixty-five-year-old woman confessing that she and a. friend 
had stolen the answers to a Shakespeare test in 1957. She wrote, "I know it makes no 
difference now ... conscience never lets you forget." · 

So wlien I h~ard cheating going on next to me during that final, I simply got up, 
changed my seat, an~ hoped that the offenders will come to realize on their own how 
immature and detrimental their actions really are. 

\ 

The ethical dilemma of how to respond if one witnesses an act of cheating has 
puzzled many. Instinctively, most people do not wish to be the "tattle-teller" in any 
given situation. Reporting an individual's violation, specifically in regard to academ
ic cheating, can be seen as a breach of friendship or camaraderie. Yet despite these 
natural feelings one may have, there is a moral responsibility to notify the proper 
authority of any cheating incident. . 

On the most basic level, if a professor employs a curve system, failing to report 
an act of cheating can negatively affect the grades of other students. It is necessary in 
this situation to bring the episode to the attention of the professor so that each stu
dent can receive proper recognition for her work and effort. It would be unfair for a 
student to receive a lower mark because of the dishonesty of some and the failure of 
a witness to report the,incident. 

Even if the professor does not use a curve system, a student who is aware of 
cheating should nevertheless report the act. Inaction only helps to spread cheating . 
Failure to report diShonesty is an-act of legitimization and acceptance of the act. 

As a member of society, it is one's duty to report acts that are untruthful and 
could set negative precedents. Simply ignoring an uncomfortable situation is not an 
appropriate response if rules and fairness are to be maintained. · 

It is extremely difficult to disregard natural emotions and tell a higher authority 
of a cheating incident. However, if one truly believes in a form of ethical behavior, 
one must look beyond reluctance and act in accordance with one's beliefs. As Martin 
Luther King Jr. believed, "The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort and convenience but where he stands in times of challenge and . 
controversy." 

Uneasi.p.ess is no excuse for moral inaction. 
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Thoughts on .. Black History. Month 

By Adinah Wieder 

When I first sat' down to 
write this piece I. was unsure of 
the direction I wished to take, 
since there are many different 
facets to African American histo
ry. I thought about the abolition
ist movement, segregation, lynch
ing and the slave trade in compar-· 
ison to the freedoms that exist 
today. Evaluating the juxt9-posi
tion of the past and the present is 
surely a worthwhile endeavor; 
however, I wanted to do some
thll).g more. 

I decided to begin by search
ing the internet to enlighten 
myself on what New York City 
has to offer in comm~moration 
and celebration of the month. 
Search after search turned up 
nothing unique. I thought that if I 
visited all the websites of the 
museums in New York City, then 
they would individually list all 
the special events occurring 
throughout 'this month celebrat
ing the Civil Rights Movement. I 
was expecting the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and the Museum 
of Modern Art to take pieces cre
ated by African American artists 
and move them into their lobbies, 
or at the very least, to photograph 
the works, enlarge them, and then 
hang them in the lobby. My 
search left me with two museums 
that listed the festivities taking . 

· place: the American Museum of 
Natural History and the Museum 
of Television and Radio. 
Throughout the month of 

· February, every Saturday from 
1:00-4:00 the American Museum 
of Natural History is hosting an 
assortment of performances . by 
African American singers. The 
performances include music from 
gospel, jazz and hip-hop genres. 

The Museum· of Television and 
Radio is· showing a 90-minute 
movie every day at 3:00' pm 
depicting the Civil Rights move-

. ment. With the exception of a 
few performances by African 
Americans, this is what New York 
City, renowned for its wealth of 
culture, has· to offer in commemo
ration nf Black History Month. ' 

I decided to expand my 
search to ascertain if this was a 
national· phenomenon or one that 
was limited to Ne:w York City. I 
began with colleges across the 
country. Special mention must be 
made of Columbia University and 
Florida Atlantic University. Both 
universities sponsored e4tensive 
programs and seminars in cele
bration of Black History Month. 
Most . other universities spon
sored a speaker or two and that 
was it. This being so, I realized 
that it seemed to be a national 
phenomenon. I listened to tfie 
news more oftep. ih hopes of hear
ing something about the reason 
behind the celebration of black 

. history in the month of February. 
But all this effort was to no avail. · 

There seems to be a complete 
indifference to the commemora
tion of the history of the African 
American struggle. After polling 
people, I realized that the majori
ty did not even know why the cel
ebratiOJ1. falls in this month. 
Therefore, I feel it is incumbent 
upon me. to inform,the publio of 
th~ significance of the month of 
February. Tl?-ere are two leading 
reasons for the choice of this 
month. The first African 
American Senator., Hiram Renels, 
took oath of office in February of 
1870. The second reason is due to 
a brilliant African American 
scholar, Dr. Carter Godwin 
Woodson. Woodson received his 
PhD from HarvarcJ.. He then 

dropped· out of mainstream aca
demia to educate people about 
black history thi:mighout the 
United States and the world. He 
began by instituting a "Negro 
History Week" which took place 
in February. He made an effort to 
dispel the no~i~n of the "i~orant 
Negro." Eventually, the designa-

. tion of this week extended to the 
entire month of February. 

·while Goodwin worked 
toward i:he-se efforts, academic 
books and theory believed that 
African Americans "were a race of 
men which has never crq.ted any 
civilization of any kind." The aca
demia of the time viewed African 
Americans as unknowledgeable 
and .unable to contribute to socie
ty. Ever since then, February has 
been used as an opportunity to 
combat this attitude through 
African American lectures at uni
versities and schools. 

c As · a people, African 
Americans have suffered through 
many generatimis. The intention 
of this article is not to cite various 
tragic instances so that the reader 
could shortly harbor a sense of 
grief and then turn the page. It is 
written to alert students to the 
in9ifference toward this impor
tant month that resonates 
throughout our country. .What · , 
does it say about a society that 
fosters such apathy? The road to 
tragedy always begins with indif
ference. If we examine history, 
we see that it is replete with 

. instances in which passivity to 
world occurrences leads to 
tragedy. It is up to students to 
take a stand and make a differ
ence. Students are the world's 
future leaders. It is in oi.:tr hands 
to end this apathy instead of abet
tin~ it. 

The ~rihces& Diaries 
By Lauren Goldglantz,_ , 
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Nanni J. ·Kaps, ·Beloved Teacher, 
Passes Away 

By Chaya Sara Soloveiclrlk 

Nanni J : Kaps, adjunct art 
professor at Stern, had been 
working on h\X dissertation for 
many years under Professor 
Barbara Novak. Referring to the 
lengthy duration, Novak said 
with a twang of seriousness and 
humor, "She was busy teaching 
you guys." 

With that one sentence, 
Novak succinctly encapsulated 
the character of Professor Nanni 
]. Kaps, who died on Sunday, 

January 16th from cervical can
cer. She was a teacher first and 
foremost. 

Growing up in-New Jersey, 
Kaps received her bachelor's 
degree in art history at William 
Paterson University and minored 
in studio art as well. She latet 
obtained a master's degree in 
philosophy at . Columbia 
University. · She assisted the 
College Board as an Advanced 
Placement art history reader and 
specialized in American Art and 

late 18th and 20th century paint
ing. This interest led to her dis-
sertation under· Professor 
Barbara Novak, entitled 
"Similarities of Form and 
Concept in American and 

German 19th Century Landscape 
Painting." 

Novak is certainly no 
stranger to art. Many of her pub
lications are honored with 
national book awards, and she 
received the Distinguished 
Teaching of Art History Award 
fr~m the College Art Association 
in 1998. Novak proved an ideal 
mentor to encourage Kaps in the 
progress of her dissertation, 
which often took her to Germany 
to conduct research. ''She was 
very enthusiastic about her work 

and she had taken on a difficult know it and love it like she c!id." 
topic," Novak remarked." 
"Previously, no one else had 
taken on such a topic. It would 
truly be valuable to American art 
and culture." 

Dedication and fervor mani
fested themselves ·in ·all areas of 
Kaps's life, much of which she 
directed toward her students. 

. Kaps began teaching at Stern 
College in the fall of 2001 as an 

. adjunct instructor in art. Over 
the years, she taught 
Introduction to Art for non
majors, Art History I and II for 

· majors, and the ele~tives in 1sth 
Century Art, American Art ~nd · 
Architecture of New York City, 
an honors course. 
. Jamie Stern, a senior at SCW 

and a studio art major, recalls the 
·first day of her art history class. 
Kaps positioned two slides on 
the board, looked_ directly at the 
students and asked for . their 
opinions of the pieces. "People 
weren't sure what to do - does 
she really want to know? Yes, 
she really did want to know," 
Stern said. 

Kaps cared. greatly about 
what her students thought and 
encouraged their comments and 
questions. She also felt the sig
nificance of transmitting a part of 
herself - her knowledge and love 
for art - to her students. 

"When_ studying for the 
midterm, she had us know about 
twenty to thirty slides," said 
Shifra Cooper, a student of Kaps 
during the spring 2004 semester, 
the last semester Kaps was able 
to teach at Stern. "A student 
actually coillmented on the small 
number of slides, and she [Kaps] 
said, 'I'm not a teacher just out of 
graduate school, who's here to 
make . you memorize a hundred 
slides.' She wanted us to really 

Many non-art majors or 
minors fdt inspired by Kaps . 
"Even someone who's a Bio major 
who dreads taking humanities 
and only takes it for a require
ment, could still enjoy it [Kaps's 
class] - tha! really says a lot 
,about her," said Jessica Gilson, a 
science major. "She really made 
an impact." 

Stern did not expect to enjoy 
Kaps's art history class. "I 
thought it would be boring and I 
wouldn't learn anything," Stern 
commented. "Little did I know 
this class would be the most 
rewarding of my life . . . I will 
never forget her or the way she 
influenced me." 

Atara Fuchs, an art major, 
was "blown away" by Kaps's 
course. She not only described 
her as, "by far one of my favorite 
teachers in my life," but also said, 
"If she was my age, she'd be my 
best friend." 

Teaching for Kaps was not 
just a means of conveying infor
mation, but a way of transmit
ting a part of herself. She did so 
by respectfully treating her stu
dents exactly as she felt they 
were - fellow students of the 
arts. "She cared so much," · said 
Fuchs, summing up Kaps's spe
cial touch in a mere sentence, 
"that one time, I walked out of 
dass with her, and we ended up 
walking for blocks." 

Donations can be made in 
memory of Professor Kaps to: 
American Hospice Foundation 
2120 L Street, NW Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel: 202-223-0204 
Fax: 202 - 223 - 0208 
Email: ahf@americanhospice.org 

*Chani Ozarowski contributed to 
this article 

Eating Disorders in the Orthodox World 
. continued from front page · 

proportionate to other groups, 
saying, "[the disorders] are .not 
specific to the religious commu
nity, it has more to. do with the 
sociology." Schwartz explained, 
"Traditionally [there is a] notion 
that eating disorders are more 
common in higher socio-econom
ic functioning, so if you look at 
the Orthodox Jewish community 
in that socio-economic level, it is 
proportionate." 

All agree however, that 
although the major causes of eat
ing disorders affect all Americans 
indiscriminately, each ·communi-. 
ty has its own specific pressures 
that lend themselves · to the dis
ease. For Orthodox Jews, the 
current shidduch (match-making) 
system, which places a lot of 
pressure on first impressions, is 
just one more stage where 
women face unrealistic demands 
and often fear "the possibility of 
being evaluated badly," notes 
Schwartz. 

Whether the numbers 
are higher than usual in the 

T H E OBSE RVER 

Orthodox Jewish community is 
irrelevant when it comes to deal
ing with the issue; the prevalence 
of anorexia, ·bulimia, and obesity 
is astounding and must be tamed. 

Tackling eating disor
ders is incredibly complicated. 
Unlike many medical issues, 
there is no panacea ·drug or injec
tion available. Immediate con
cerns include physical stability 
and weight gain. Usually, anti- · 
depressants are prescribed to 
combat chemical imbalance in 
the brain, but perhaps the most 
important.tool for regaining con
trol is counseling. With profes
s.ional help the appropriate social 
construct can be molded for the 
recovering anorexic. Family_and 
friends are indispensable. Sadly, 
it is often very difficult for family 
and friends to be completely sup
portive of their loved ones 
because they are pushed away; 
paradoxically, by the patients 
themselves. Some personal 
advice to friends of anorexit s: be 
persistent. Very persistent. 
Eventually you will. be "allowed 

in" and )Je able to help. 
Dr. Schwartz's arrival 

and the creation of a new :mental 
health ·center, with offices on 
both the Will and Beren campus
es, will allow for these sensitive 
types of student concerns to be 
approached by ']ust a counseling 
center, for mental health, not 
mixed with the administration," 
explains Zelda Braun, associate 
dean of students. Previously, the 
deans and administration han
dled mental health matters, and 
treatment was sometimes misin
terpreted as punitive rather than 
strictly supportive. This center, 
continues Braun, will "offer true 
confidentiality - in a non-com
plicated way," paving the way fo'r 
appropriate ·mental health coun
seling and the road to a smooth · 
recovery. 
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YU Targets Substance Abuse in Modern Orthodox Community 
- . - . 

By Orlee Levin and Qbserver 
. Staff ' 

One month . ago four 
American students studymg in 
Israel for the year were arrested 
for selling marijuana to other 
American yeshiva students and 
Israelis. Later, a student at Ne.ve 
T sion Yeshiva died from a drug 
overdose in an unrelated inci
dent. 

These events sent shock 
waves through the Modern 
Orthodox community, as tney 
discovered that substance abuse 
is not exclusive to the non
Jewish world. 

Dr. Joshua Lamm; a psychia
trist who runs a private practice 
in Queens and Manhattan, and is 
the medical director of the 
Yatzkan Center, which offers 
comprehensive rehabilitation 
services for alcohol and .sub
stance abuse to Jewish teenagers, 
comments that the widespread 
concern is long overdue. 'The 
only surprise is that this didn't 
happen twenty years ago," he 
said. -

"We 0 ews] celebrate the 
ability to be in control," Lamm 
remarked, explaining why the 
Jewish community has been in 
denial for such an extended peri
od. ~'There is an old expression in 
Yiddish which translated means 
goyim are shikkurs, r;ton-Jews are 
drunks. We have deluded our
selves for generations· that we 
don't have the problem- we have 
it." 

The Seedlings of Substan~e Abuse 
Both Lamm and Dr. Victor 

Schwartz, a psychiatrist who 
heads the new Mental Health 
Center at Yeshiva University, · 
agree that the number of 
Orthodox substance addicts has 
risen in the last twenty years, . a 
gro$g problem parallel to the 

trend in the general community. 
"There.is more money and .there
fore more access to drugs and 
alcohol," Schwartz said. 

Lainm explained some of the 
factors that lead teens to become· 
hooked on drugs. He cited the 
increasing number of broken 
homes in the Jewish community, 
as well as negative cultural influ
ences. "We live in a hedonistic, 
pleasure seeking society," Lamm 
explained~ "Kids are trained to 
expect instant gratification. For 
instance, if you can't get a hold of 
someone on their home phone 
line, you try their cell phone,' and 
email and instant message- we 
lack patience and we need every
thing fast!" · 

The result, he added, is that, 
"When the time comes for kids to 
face the.world, a place where one 
has to be pitient and doesn't 
always get everything he or she 
wants immediately, they · feel 
uncomfortable and don't know 
how to deal with it, so they 
expe~ent as a way to escape 
the harsh reality of life and the 
world." 

Teens who are not a part of 
the Orthodox mainstream are 
another group at risk for addic
tion. Lamm identified the 
Modern Orthodox community as 
orie "that · values the intellectual 
process," sometimes resulting in 
exclusion of those ~ho do nodit 
the mold. "A boy who can'dearn 
Gemara or is unable to sit and 
learn in a Beit Midrash all day is 
looked down upon, and they suf
fer terribly from self esteem · 
problems," Lamm said. "A lot of 
guys feel unsuccessful at a young 
age. They need to find peer· 
groups ·and often the common 
denominator that they have is 
that they all are poor at some
fhing and so they turn to drUgs 
and alcohol." · 

According to Lamm, drug 
and alcohol abuse can develop 

when students are in Israel for 
the year or when they star~ col
lege, because they then 
encounter greater freedom. 
"Freedom is very enticing and 
often students come to Israel or 
enter a dorm and suddenly they 
have· a freedom they ne:ver felt . 
before," he said. "They feel that 
no one is watching what they do 
so they are free to do what they 
want." 

How to deal with Teenagers and 
Substance Abuse 

Lamm believes that the 
Modern Orthodox community 
has undergone a tremendous evo
lution in addressing drug prob
lems over the past twenty years. 
Since both Alcoholics and 
Narcotics Anonymous were once 
mistakenly linked with Christian 
undertones, Lamm ·. attributes 
Orthodoxy's origin.al hostility to 
rehabilitation centers as stem-

. ming from religious suspicion. 
Though both these organizations 
indude a spiritual element that 
involves expressing belief in a 
higher power, neither professes a . 
deity. 

To help fill the gap of effec
tive preventative measures in the 
Orthodox community, Dr. Efrem 
Nulman, senior university dean 
for student affairs at Yeshiva 
University, joined with a team of 
trained psychologists specializ
ing in substance abuse to create a 
pilot program entitled Substance 
Abuse and Alcohol Prevention. 
They hope to initiate the pro
gram in schools, and teach par
ents, educators and students 
how to prevent drug and alcohol 
problems. 

Nulman's proposal encour
ages schools to design prevention 
programs "as early as the pre
school to address risk factors for 
drug abuse,. such as aggressive 
behavior, poor social skills, and 

· academic difficulties." The pro-

posal includes detailed instruc
tions on specific skills tha~ 
should be taught at various 
stages of education. For 
instance, at the elementary 
school level -"self-control, emo" 
tional awareness, communica
tion, social problem-solving and 
academic support especially in 
reading" should be stressed. The 
proposal even includes guide
lines for parents of e0llege age 

-'Students to aid their children in 
the transition into adulthood. 
The program covers the individ
ual's entire student career; from 
childhood into adulthood. 

Additionally, the experts 
provide advice for parents in 
addressing substance abuse out
side of the school's realin. Lamin, 
Nulman and Schwartz all agree 
that one of the keys in prevention 
is a good relationship between 
parents and children, one where 
the parents openly talk to their 
children about the dangers of 
drugs and alcohol. Nulman said 
that children from families "that 
don't address the issue, parents 
who don't provide a nurturing 
environment coupled with lim
its, and families that don't talk, 
or don't stress values, have a 
higher risk for alcohol and sub
stance abuse." · 

Some of the tips offered to 
parents are to be honest about 
drugs and alcohol and not to 
over-dramatize the dangers of 
these substances. Threatening 
that a ')oint" o~ drink can "kill" 
can be easily refuted. Nulman 
remarks, "if you're not truthful 
it's a flop." Furthermore, parents 
should be models for their chil
dren by living a lifestyle of mod
eration, such as avoiding kiddush 
clubs. 

One of the ways that Lamm 
proposes to put an end to the 
alcohol and substance abuse 
problem with students studying 
in Israel for the year is by re-

examining the notion · of sending 
them to Israel at all. "98 percent 
of the class is not mature enough 
on ~heir own," Lamm pointed 
out. . "A lot of kids are already 
into bad stuff, so . why are they 
going and if so why is their no 
supervision from the schools? 
There is a growing industry of 
dealing with kids off the derech 
an~ drug problems so why does
n't a school open with faculty 
who are equipped to offer drug 
rehab? Why isn't there any 
screening? We don't let everyone 
·go to every. college so why do we 
let everyone go to Israel?" ques
tioned Lamm. 

Schwartz agreed that yeshivot 
in Israel must provide more 
supervision for students. 
"Students have to have more con- · 
·sistent contact with their par
ents," he said. "Parents expect 
and assume that the role of the 
yeshivot is to supervise their chil
dren." 

Furthermore, on a college. 
level· "there has to be §>tronger 
supervision in resident halls; get 
faculty more involved. If a pro
fessor sees that a student has 
changed, or looks disheveled, 
that's a warnillg sign and the 
professor should alert the 
school," said Schwartz. 

The Response to Addictions at Yeshiva 
This new openness and sen

sitivity is the first step in 
addressing the issue and estab
lishing preventive measures to 
terminate the drug and alcohol 
abuse problem. Nulman main
tains that it is criti.cal that the 
community refrain from reacting 
rashly, but ra~her take a step 
back to truly examine the issue 
and discover the best solution to 
the . existing problem. "The 
approach that is taken. in the col
leges and graduate schools is that 
we are looking to help students," 

continued on page 19 

The .Holocaust Remembered 
continued from front page. 

Without her-testimony how
ever, what will my own grand
children have as evidence, com
pelling them to believe in a world 
that is ready to forget? 

sew student J ana 
Bohorodzaner said that tran
scribing her grandmother Fradel 
Fuhrer;s stories from Auschwitz 
was one of the most powerful 
experiences she has ever had. "I 
sat down with my grandmother 
and typed out her story this past 
summer, because I feel it is 
important ·that people remem~. 
ber." Jana noted an interesting 
phenomenon when interviewing 
her grandmother. When Jana 
asked her grandmother ques
tions · about how she feels about 
ceremonies: memorials, or poli
tics related to the holocaust and 
reparation, her grandmother 
responded with her experiences 
and memories of her hardships in 
the camp. "It is as if this is the 
most important thing· that we 
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must remember, her actual expe
riences." 

Another student, - Chani 
Ozarowski, says her grandfather, 
Oscar Ozarowski, only began 
sharing his - experiences in 
A~schwitz and his subsequent 
escape in recent years. After 
telling his relatives chilling sto
ries about his ordeal, Chani 
notes; "Although my grandfather 
strongly asserted that the next 
generat~on needs to remember 
and know what happened, after 
he told me all this, he said, · 
'Forget everything I said. Forget 
what I just said."' She sees it as a 
conflict of "Horrible horrible 
stuff to focus ·on, but it's impor
tant tb remember anyway." 

In many ways, this corilli.ct 
explaining Ozarowski's reserve · 
in talking about his Holocaust .. 
experience is reflected in how . 
the politically' corre~t world · 
chooses to deal with the 
Holocaust. · Should we concen
trate only on the heroism and the 

miracles of the Holocaust, .or 
continue to dwell on the irksome 
details many feel should be con
veniently laid to rest, such as 
Nazi hunting, protesting ·a 
Christian p~;esence in Birkenau, 
and financial reparations? 

The Holocaust Claims 
Conference continues to research 
survivors' rights to reparations. A 
caseworker for the organization 
and SCW alumna, Ami Flatt, 
feels the claims are just as rele
vant nowadays, 60 years since ~ 
the liberation. "I definitely think - · ', 
that programs such as Forced 
Labor Fund,. Swiss bank settle
ment and the return of the stolen 

Entrance to Ausch)'Vitz concentration camp 

art work send a strong message 
that Holocaust survivors' rights 
should . not be ignored, just 
because the Holocaust happened 
so many years ago." 

Despite protests of "Never 
again," it becomes irriportaht for 

. each person to question his or 
her own contributions to the. 
cause of Holocaust memorial. 

THE OBSERVER 

When reading survivors' testi
monies, it is clear that a unifying 
feeling among many is guilt for 
having survived. I feel that guilt 
constantly, wondering if I am 
doing enough,_ and remembering 
enough to enable me to be a 
transmitter. Ironically, that is 
what has kept our people alive 
spiritually throughout genera-

tions in the Diaspora- the 
Mesora, or heritage. In this tenu
ous world of fresh anti-Semitism 
and forgetfulness, remembering 
the Holocaust will continue to 
keep all peoples of the world 
alive, safe from prejudice and 
genocide . 
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Chabad· 
of Thailand 

Aids Tsunami 
Relief 

FEATURES 

Identifying Jewish bodies in a makeshift morgue in Phuket . Visiting the injured in a Phuket hospital. 

By Chani Ozarowski 

Steve and Sylvia Nesima 
searched for two daysfor their ll
month-old son, Mattan. He was 
finally found in a tempora:ty 
morgue in the tragedy-ravaged 
country of Thailand. This is just 

· one of the cases of human tragedy 
wrought by the devastating· 
tsunami that struck Southeast 
Asia on December 26th. 

Rabbi Wilhelm was one of 
many who raced mto immediate 
action after the tsunami.· The 
storm, which wreaked havoc 
across deven countries, was 
caused by an earthquake off the 
coasts of Sumatra. Thailand was 
among the most heavily hit. 
While countries across the. world 
are reported to have pledged a 
combined total of 5 billion dol-
lars in aid, and charity boxes for 
the relief effort can be seen every
where from mall kiosks to online 
banking sites, the members of 
Thailand's Chabad Houses have 
had a more 'hands-on' role. From 
the moment they started getting 
phone calls ten minutes after the 
tsunami was in the news, the 
Chabad was leading the way in 
searches for lost individuals and 
providing relief for survivors. 

According to Thailand 
Chabad's website, there are three 
Chabad Houses stationed there, 
one in the· capital, Bangkok, one 
in the northern city of Chiang 
Mai, and one in the southern 
island of Koh Samui. They are 
run by six different Chabad fam
ilie~, with Wilhelm and family 
located in Bangkok, and ·Rabbi 
Y osef C. Kantor directing all Thai 
Chabad activities, including run
ning a shul, mikveh, and Jewish 
Center. In addition to their work, 
there are a dozen rabbinical stu-

By Frieda Kahn 

President Joel recently 
announced that Rabbi Dr. Jacob 
J. Schacter will be joining the 
Yeshiva 0niversity family in a 
new position as University 
Professor of Jewish History and 
Jewish Thought, and Senior 
Scholar at Yeshiva University's 
Center for the .Jewish Future 
( CJF) starting in thefall of 2005. 
In his position as Professor of 
Jewish History and Jewish 
Thought, Schacter will teach 
two courses· a semester in both 
the graduate and undergraduate 
divisions of the university. As a 
Senior Scholar, Schacter will 
additionally play a prominent 
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dents working in the country. 
Chabad is the only established 
Jewish organization in all of 
Thailand. 

Wilhelm wrote about his 
experiences following the tsuna
mi in articles published in anum
ber of new services, including 
Chicago's JUF News and the 
international Chabad website. 
As he describes it, he was receiv
ing frantic phone calls a mere ten 
minutes after the news spread, 
and left to help in the areas hit 
hardest that same night. He 
writes that as Thailand is a pop
ular vacation spot for 'backpack
ing' Israelis, Y akov Dvir of the 
Thailand Israeli Consul and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan 
Shalom specifically contacted 
Rabbi Kantor to request that 
Chabad help take action in locat
ing Israelis. Without delay, the 
entire team of Chabad members 
rushed ' to do whatever they 
could. 

And what they could do was 
no small job. Wilhelm estimates 
that an approximate 100,000 
Jews come to Thailand every 
year, an enormous number to 
worry about in a time of tragedy. 
The work was endless: First, 
writes Wilhelm, they were busy 
"fielding calls, .compiling lists, 
and offering aid and comfort to 
the survivors." Though the areas 
where the Chabad Centers are 
located were not badly affected 
directly, all three Chabad 
Centers, through the work of the 
rabbis and their wives; soon 
"transformed into crisis centers 
for counseling, clothing, commu

. nication, food,. money, trans
portation and shelter." They 
directecl. people with severe med
ical needs to cities where they 
could find sufficient hospital 
care. Their phone lines and e-

mail systems were .open to the 
public to contact loved ones and 
find information about lost rela
tives. They even helped survivors 
say the bracha (blessing) of Ha
Gomd to thank Go~ for escaping 
a life-threatening situation, and 
posted the text of the bracha on 
their website. 

Wilhelm fle\Y to Phuket, one 
of the most terribly affected 
islands, to . help identify missing 
persons. In ·a December 28th let
ter to Lubavitch Headquarters in 
Crown Heights,Q' New York, 
Wilhelm writes, "For three days 
now, I have been making my 
rounds of the morgues, hospitals~ 
and mq.keshift shelters, trying to 
match faces and fates to the 
names on my lists." At the time 
he wrote the letter, he had been 
working without sleep since 
arriving in Phuket three days 
prior. , 

As reported by the Chabad 
website, Wilhelm was soon met 

· by an Israeli team of doctors and 
forensic experts who joined the 
effort. JTA News Service points 
out that Chabad actually funded 
Zaka (Disaster Victims 
Identification) . volunteers to fly 
out to Phuket, in addition to 
working ·with them. Together, 
they not only identified individu
als, but also arranged for shmira 
(guarding) of the bodies of 
Jewish. victims until a proper 
Jewish burial could qe planned. 

· The nsmg number . of 
Lubavitch and Israeli volunteers 
in Phuket eventually set up a 
temporary Chabad there; even 
managing to get a Torah scroll so 
they could hold a full Shabbat 
davening. Shabbat meals were 
also arranged for those in need. 
According to the Chabad web
site's news postings, there were 
both relief workers as well as . 

local Phuket Jews present. direct efforts of Chabad members 
While these efforts were actually based in Thailand. 

ongoing in Phuket, there was Through all of the hard work 
much activity at the pe~;manent and intense emotion involved, 
Chabad Houses as well. The Wilhelm writes, there were a few 
twelve rabbinical students who encouraging rays of hope. "What 
had been living in Thailand were keeps us going are the miracles 
scheduled to leave the country that are sprinkled throughout 
right before the tsunami ·hit. the horror." Miracles. like the 
Needless to say, they remained in story of a one-year-old who was 

· Thailand to help. the efforts, and discovered by .his nanny and 
also worked together with Israeli saved . just in time after being 
doctors who checked injured ripped away from his mother by a 
people in the Bangkok C:habad. powerful wave, aJ].d like the story 
In Koh Samui, a location that was of the family of six who were 
spared from the tsumi.mi's fury, scheduled to fly to one of the 
the Chabad House hosted at least most hit areas right qefore the 
fifty young travelers who, in tsunami 'until their ' flight was 
search of shelter, all slept on the · delayed on the runway. 
Chabad House floor. Additionally, says Wilhelm, "The 

While all this was going on · unity among the workers is 
in Thailand, the Chabad repre- incredible. I was moved to tears 
sentatives were keeping close when I saw the news reporters 
contact with Chabad join us to help locate and identify 
Headquarters in Crown Heights. the injured and dead ... alongside 
In the few days immediately fol- the rabbis, government officials, 
lowing the disaster, the Chabad and volunteers." 
website was updated as often as While these . stor.ies are 
every half hour to help concerned inspiring, the tremendous 
relatives and friends abroad destruction overshadows them. 
locate their loved ones. Chabad "I've seen more pain and suffering 
also had an electronic system in th.e last few days than I've seen 
online where people overseas in all my 32 years," writes 
could enter the name of a loved Wilhelm. "[There are] certainly 
one who was missing to find out no understandable explanations 
any more information. However; or reasons for its-occurrence. But 
according to the public relations · I believe .. .like everything we 
department of the official experience, [the tsunami] is part 
Lubavitch Office of . Shlichus of a larger picture that we cur
(which sends out Lubavitcn rently don't see. More important
messengers' to spread Judaism · ly, we must use this opportunity · · 
around the globe) the main effort to focus on our ability to over
undertaken by Lubavitch organi- come, to help others, and to 
zations outside of Thailand was rebuild." 
fundraising. Ways to support 
general relief as well as a toy 
drive for tsunami-effected chil
·dren were publicized worldwide 
with the help of Chabad 
Headquarters. Still, most of the 
action taken was · the result of 

It is not too late to donate to 
the relief efforts. Monetary dona
tions can be made for the toy 
drive or general relief through 
www .jewishthailand .com. 
Information on toy shipments 
can be found on the website. 

JJ Schachter Joins Yeshiva 
role in .the new Center's develop
ment. 

· The establishm~nt of the 
CJF is a monumental step in 
Yeshiva University's effort to be 
an influential force in the collab
oration, reorganization, and 
rejuvenation of initiatives that 
will ensure a Vibrancy and 
growth withiJ.1 future Jewish 
communities. The CJF, under . 
direction of incoming dean 
Rabbi Kenneth Brander and in 
partnership with the many 
schools and institutions affiliat
ed with YU, will be working to 
create multifaceted programs 
that will endeavor to head-start 
a domino affect of active involve
.ment of lay and professional 
leaders in improving the future 

of American Jewry. 
The Center for Jewish 

Future will work to achieve its 
goals in a compound approach. 
The Center will ·· run programs 
that provide leadershlp and part-. 
nership opportunities both 
between different components 
in the University, and in con
junction with external organiza
tions and communities. This 
will increase the number of qual
ified individuals that can be 
actively involved in guiding the 
Jewish community, and make 
fresh ideas and resources avail
able by broadening the spectrum 
of participants. The CJF will be 
a think-tank for addressing both · 
the immediate and future needs 
of the Jewish community, in 
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American and throughout the 
world. 

Schacter, who has a long list 
of impressive credentials, has 
always. .had a strong link with 
Yeshiva University. He served as 
the director of Yeshiva 
University's Torah Umadda 
Project from 1986 to. 1997, and . 
was an adjunct assistant profes
sor at Stern ·College for Women 
from 1993 to 1999. Schacter is 
also the founding editor of The 
Torah Umadda Joqrnal and co
author, with YU professor 
Jeffrey Gurock, of "A Modern 
Heretic and a Traditional 
Community: Mordecai M. 
Kaplan, · Orthodoxy, arid 
American Judaism" (Columbia 
University Pres8, 1997). Schacter 

also sits on the editorial boards 
of Tradition, Jewish Action, and 
Bechol Derachecha Da'ehu, and 
is the editor of several books, 

·articles, and reviews. He comes 
to YU after serving as dean of the 
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik 
In;:;titute in Brookline, MA for 
five yeats. 

"I am proud to be a studenr 
in a University where what is on 
the forefront of minds of the 
administration is the welfare of 
the Jewish community of the 
future," remarked Arin 
Rudansky, SCW junior. · "I am 
impressed by the amount of 
resources and effort the 
University is investing in the 
creation and · hopeful success of 
these new programs." 
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Arncha Protests at Auschvvitz Commemoration 

Amcha p~otests designation ofSS Headquarters 

By Rachel Adina Borg 

Many embrace "never again" 
as their heralding cry, a protest 
that is quickly becoming a chal~ 
lenge. This year,January 27, 2005 
]Jlarked 60 years since Russian 
forces liberated Auschwitz. The 
dwindling numbers of sui:vivors 
and liberators made this year's 
ceremony even more poignant, 
marred only by an incongruous 
protest by five Amcha members 
against the recent designation of 
a building in Birkenau as a 
church.' 

Amcha, under the leadership 
of National President Rabbi Avi 
Weiss, provides support for 
Holocaust survivors and their 
families and petitions for Jewish 
causes in general. 

Amcha protested the desig~ 
nation of a church in a former SS· 
commandant's headquarters. It is· 
named after an allegedly anti~ 

Semitic priest, Maximilian 
Colby, who was killed in 
Auschwitz. 

In addition to desecrating 
the memory of Jewish holocaust 
victims, Aincha claims that this is 
in violation of a 1974 United · 
Nations agreement that 

~~-~""' Presiaenilar'!5eiiows· ·:Ifiitlafe'-··~·w, 

lQctlb~tor Project 
·it into .. its stage of inde- 1 tion to inde~ 

By Frieda Kahn pendence. t whose 
' ·idea is sde .. ppoint--' 

At the Feb wth Town Hall . ed as the pr0j~ct4rlimager'and 
meeting on the Wilf campus, Will be res;ponsible fq.r star~g 

• President Joe.l officially . · and :u~g th~ - ~on~pro!It 
· announced the establishment of orgamzatlon, along With receiV~ 
the Incubator project, Qreated ing ~cade:XU? credit towards 
and initiated by this •· year's her/lus maJor. , 
Presidentiai Fellows. "An incu~ Acco~ding .to presidential 
bator is when an est · hed fell9w lisa 
organization takes . . r its inittee «of 
wing a new initiati.ve~roxd. pro~ sors wi.llloo 
vides it with the resource.s,:nec- cations and nomi~ 
essary in order for it to succeed," nees to discuss theilideas." The 
explained Rachel Cyculnik, an finalist? will be notified by April 
sew '04 graduate wh.o now 1st, 7905 and the winning appli-

~ works as a Presidential Fellow. cation will be anl1,ounced by 
"Traditionally this has been May 1st, 2005. · "The student 
done 1n "Corpor~tions, . and for~ chosen will t:hen meet with an 
profit businesses, but, id- 'advisory sed of 

!. ed to .apply this to a c6rrimuni · 
f an cause." tiv:e 
r The YU Ineuba whom 
i through which nts closely · 
t attending any YU gradttate or the incubat.or," 
' c fuik. ' fundergradtJJJ.te school will have ~ , · 
the opportunity. to .. suBmit an . The presidential fell0ws, 

1'nmovative idea for • a sbtcessful according to C')ll;ll.jpik, want ''to 
' non~for-profit organiz?.tidn that ' leave a lasting " · ti-Qn to 
they believe makes .a real d.lffer- ,, e srudeni:: 
ence in the Jewish or\ general · t th; end 
community. Y1J ome up 
the incubator for :they 
organization per 
make available a number o£ dif~ 

. ferent' resources incluEling staff, 
administrative and legal guid~ 
ance, office space, telephones, 

· computers and a small grant. An 
.advisory committee composed 
of a~strators, faculzy, grad~ 

. uate fellows, non-profit profes~ 
sionalS and headed by afoemmit~ 

. tee chair will help to oversee the 
chosen project's progress and 
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ds 
or mentorship te to go 

: ahead with their itle<fs, so those 
dreams don't become realities 
for them until they are much 
'older, if t!J.ey are able to achieve 
them at all.;, . 

. YU will inGUbate the organ-
ization for of three 
years, hasect ~;m evalua~ · 
tions of progre "'which 
the project manager 

pendence. ·q-blishment, of j 
this project :atVthis ti.Ihe relates 1 
to the newfound financial secu~ i 
rity of the' UniversitY and belief ] 
in the project's'potential to con~ j 
nect YU to the larger Jewish J 

community: "YU now has the ! 
resources to support this type of j 
undertaking," clarified. Cyruln:ik. i 
"This is a means to ensure that l 

' , . A 

there can be collaboration with 1 
future arg~tnf:liati\)ns to work l 
together to su:et;ort ideas that 1 

will make a difference, because ! 
the future organizations will j 
have h-ad their roots in the l 
University." i 

This type of project reflects j 
the strong feeling of resP.onsibil~ 1 

. icy that the •• Y~eshiva Universiry j · 
student faculty have j 

,,al5ou a:venues4 
thro . aD.d gleb-' ~ 
a1 pr alleviated. l 
The syrithes1 orah value~ .J 

and ed.ucat:i integrated so j 
deeply ~hine ugh -w;i..th this l 
projecr T " o allows the 1 
Yeshiya: University student body l 
to once. ·agai;n @e:rnon.Strate their l 
ideals so · on their ! 
websi~~. o L~ad, To j 

1 hlspire/' i 

All stu ncouraged ! 
to apply oy sul;lmfttinKan·online j 
application at theproject's web~ l 
site, www.yu.edu/incubator by 1 

, March nth· 2005. ·There will be ! · 
several information sessions ! 
open to all students ·who are l 
interested in di-scussing and j 
developing their ideas before i 
submitt\ng .. , the,m) or who just i 
have questions. abovt the proj~ l 
ett. 
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Auschwitz and Birkenau would there." 
remain :untouched to preserve 
the historicalrntegrity of the site. 

A participant of the protest, 
Schelomo Marmor, asserted that 
Amcha's rally could not have 
been misunderstood as protest~ 
ing against the actual commcrno~ 
ration ceremony. "We protested 
twi~e," he said, "A day before the 
ceremony, and an hour before the 

. cer~mony, and not while anyone 
was speaking." He added that 
their efforts were appreciated by 
many visitors: "Survivors came 
.up to us and thanked us; they 
said they felt angered by what 
had happened." Yet many mem~ 

bers of the Polish J e'.vi.sh commu ~ 
nity were offended by the 
protest's insensitivity to the 
Auschwitz liberation con'unemo~ . 
ration, which Marmor acknowl~ 
edged. 

sew student Laura 

An Auschwitz survivor, 
Susan Stein, agreed with 
Hurewitz. "This church threat~ 
ens the entire Jewish presence. 
Visitors to Auschwitz and 
Birkenau in one hundred years 
from now will see the church and 
not realize the magnitude of 
Jewish lives lost." Stein feels that 
given the number of. diplomats 
and the press coverage the cere~ 
mony ·attracted, it was a wise 
decision to protest there. 
. On Amcha's website, Rabbi 

David Kalb, national vice presi~ 
dent of Amcha, stated, "it is com~ 

pletely' inappropriate to have a 
church at the site of the largest 
Jewish cemetery in the world. 
We do not agree with the con~ 

struction of any religious house 
of worship in Birkenau; the camp 
must be left how it was, so peo~ 
ple can really understand what 

Hurewitz was at first adamantly happened." · 
against the protest, feeling it was Of the SCW students inter~ 
disrespectful to the ceremony viewed, all supported the · cause 
and the Christians that died in of tlle protest although some 
Auschwitz. However, upon hear~ . questioned Amcha's sensitivity 
ing the church stood specifically . in protesting at the ceremony as · 
in Birken:au, Hl.irewitz felt the opposed to diplomatic means. 
protest justified. "Birkei).au is the Amcha's protest did not 
primary place where Jews died. I receive major press coverage. 
don't feel a cht.)rch has a place 

Yeshiva Employs 
Giuliani Safety 
and Security 

continued from front page 

sultants also plan to meet with a 
student committee to discuss 
safety concerns. 

Contracting Giuliani 
Partners represents a bold move 
on the part of Yeshiva's adminis~ 

tration. Although YU boasts a 
crime rate significantly lower
than other Manhattan campuses 
of Columbia and NYU, its promi
nence as a large Jewish institu~ 
tion in the city does warrant 
extra caution. "It heightens our 
concern," remarked ·Yeshiva · 
_University Chief of Security 
Donald Sommers. "We want to 
get [Giuliani Partner]'s assess~ 
ment, and independent view; it's 
good to take a fresh look." 

The current security revie~· 
targets the Wilf, Beren, and 
Brookdale · campuses in 
Manhattan.' According to 
Rosengarten, security officials 
from the Resnick c~mpus that 
houses the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine and Ferkauf 
Graduate School of Psychology 
joined in the decision process, 
but the university ultimately 
decided to focus primarily on the 
undergraduate Manhattan cam~ 

puses at this stage. The Resnick 
campus faces different security 
issues and may implement a 
review in the future: 

Yeshiva currently spends 
millions of dollars annually on 
security, and . while hiring · 

Giuliani Partners adds .to the 
expense, it may help to reduce 
the cost further on. A large 
amomit of Giuliani's staff con
sists of former city · administra
tors who worked with him dur~ 
ing his tenure as mayor. Their 
knowledge of city agencies will 
help Yeshiva determine if it is 
receiving necessary aid from city 
officials. "These are people famil~ 
iar with the field, people with a 
great deal of eXperience in securi~ 
ty, policing, and anti~terror," 

clarified Rosengarten. "Their 
vast knowledge of city agencies 
will help analyze if we are get~ 
ting everything from agencies 
that we are entitled to." 
Rosengarten continued to 
explain that additional city 
resources, such as increased 
pohce presence in Yeshiva cam~ 

pus neighborhoods, will provide 
a tremendpus resource and level 
of assistance beyond what YU 
can accomplish. 

At the . end of their review, 
Giuliani consultants will submit 
their proposal to the Yeshiva 
administration, who will decide 
which initiatives to undertake.' 
"Their mission is to provide us 
with findings," remarked 
Rosengarten. "Then we can 
ig_ternally decide what to do." 
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Spotlight on Luca Luca 

Red cashmere military coat, 
Luca Luca. 

ByJulieAst 

utation among stars . . Paris and 
Nicky Hilton came in right 
before the lights turned off , 
pushed in by a crowd of 
paparazzi. Anna Wintour, 
Editor in Chief of Vogue, sat in 
the front row. Rebecca Romijn 
and Anne Hathaway were also 
present, wearing Luca Luca 
from last season. 

The feel of the show was 
eclectic as models marched 
down the runway to safari 
music. At first Luca Luca 
showed his clothes with flats, 
an unpopl}lar alternative ts 
stilettos which most designers 
prefer. The models wore their 
hili on top of their head in a 
loose updo, adding elegance to 
the already sophisticated line. 

The first look, a red angora 
knit top and silk jacquard taffe~ 

Luca Luca, a major influ~ ta skirt, set the tone for the first 
ence in the fashion world, pre~ part of the collection. Its earthy 
sented his fall winter collection vibe appeared in the next cou~ 
during Olympus fashion week ple of looks: an army green 
at Bryant · park on Sunday wool skirt, a red cashmere mill~ 
February 6th. The collection tary coat and an olive laminated 
featured bright colors, shiny silk ski[t. 
fabrics and floral prints, Luca Luca next featured a 

Known for his feminine cyclamen silk velvet dress 
designs, Luca Luca began par~ under an army green coat. The 
ticipating in fashion week in vibrant color of the dress offset 
1998. Since then his first store the toughness of the jacket. 
on Madison Ave and 62nd His last look, a black hand 
street has expanded into his pleated silk taffeta evening 

• national headquarters. He now dress, peyfecdy summed up·his 
I distributes to specialty stores collection. Its classic elegance 
• worldwide. defined Luca Luca, a designer 
·1 The show has gamed a rep~ who is known for making beau~ 
• . · tifully crafted feminine clothes. 
L·-·~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Zac Posen, Boy Wonder 
By JulieAst 

Zac Posen presented his fall ~ 
_winter collection at Olympus 
Fashion Week at Bryant Park in 
what proved to be a star studded 
event. Sean P. Diddy Combs, Zac 
.Posen's bus:\Iiess partner since 
2004, sat in the first row aside 

· Jay Z.: Ashlee Olsen and Claire 
Danes sat farther down the aisle 
in the middle of the runway. · 
Other stars included Bette 
Midler, Serena Wiliams, 
Bernhadette Peters and Vivica 
Fox . 

The collection featured 
romantic flowy tops paired with 
well cut bottoms. His 21st look 

was a p~e-blue silk blouse and a 
blue . wool skirt, that comple~ 
mented each other. The well~tai~ 
lored skirt toned down tl:ie loose 
top. 
. Zac's evening wear evoked 
. an ethereal vi be. Gowns in 
shades of purple and gold domi~ 
nated the runway . A gold silk 
ruffle dress fit tight on the top 
but had ruffles for the last two 
feet of the dress . The dress's 
romantic ruffles calmed down 
the bold color. 

His last dress, a purple strap~ 
less silk gown wowed the audi~ · 
ence. Its elegant classic appeal 
will surely make it a starfavorite 
and a runway presence in award 
shows to come. 

The models wore their hair 
down in frizzy brushed out ~urls. 
The hair was ugly, but added to 
the silk moveable pieces in the 
show. 

Zac Posen, a relative new
comer to the fashion world, 
measures up to older more expe~ 

rienced designers. His collec
tions are met with anticipation 
by the fashion world and stars 
alike. 

The fall ~winter collection 
will influence chain stores carry~ 
ing evening wear such as Banana 
Republic and Arden B . Be sure 
to look out for romantic flowy 
_pieces when you shop next sea~ 

son. 

The Snake Pit 
By Sara Levit 

It was like a sketch out of 
Saturday Night Live. T~rte~n
year old pop star, Jo Jo, saunters 
by and the paparazzi 
goes nuts. 'Jo Jo, put 
your teddy bear up to 
your face! Jo Jo, suck 
your thumb!" They snap 
away and continue to 
shout, or frankly; harass 
her, until the next big~ 

ger, better star glides 
past them. 

My experiences at 
Fashion Week can be 
summed up in two 
words ~ . photography 
pit. Surrounded by the 
monetarily gifted, the 
photographers were tP.e 
second class citizens at 
the event. During my week in the 
pit, I was shoved around, learned 
about twelve new swear words, . 
discovered what it's like to 
~arass a celebrity and realized 
the true meaning of "survival of 
the fittest." My partner for the 
events, Julie, received a hit in the 
face by one man's camera which 
resulted in a bleeding mouth. The 
paparazzi's response to this? 
"Girl, welcome-to the pit!" 

During my first day, I fum~ 

bled with my camera looking 
slightly bewildered. Fortunately, 
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I was lucky enough to meet the 
two photographers who helped 
my life become much easier. 
When the infamous Richard, a 
paparazzi "legend · in his own 
right, tried to shove i:ne out of my 

The paparaZzi harasses Carmen Electra 

hard~earned spot, they immedi~ 

ate~y jumped to my aid. As they 
joked about how they temem~ 
bered their first times in the pit, I 
sheepishly accepted all the help I 
could get: By the second day, I 
was a regular paparazzi, coolly 
acceptmg offers to jump to the 
front of the line since I was, of 
course, from the Observer. 

The.-"ievel of vuigarity that 
occurs in the pit mig:Qt be shock~ · · 
ing . to some~ Riclla~(f;s_houts at 
the socialites to "move . [their] 
feet off the catwallz!" Models 

who don't pose for a long enough 
time at the end of the catwalk 
receive boos and jeers. Uttle do 
people realize that there is whole 
lot of hootin' and hollerin' going 
on as that model in their maga~ 

zine photo walks by 
scantily clad. Those for~ 
tunate enough to have a 
seat at the events, how~ 

ever, sit in silence as they 
watch the women stroll 
by in their abundantly 
sheer topi:i. 

Here's what 
learned from my week in 
the pit: . They may be 
rude, incredibly pushy, 
and their cat calls may 
sound crude, but the 
reality is that these reac~ 
tions'display ~n honesty 
thar pervades. the pit. 
The photographers 

won't· pretend that an overex:
posed woman ill their view is a 
totally .ordinary, acceptable 
occurrence. So, if you would ask 
me whether I would r:ather have a 
seat among the .celebrities or sit 
with the snakes, I would tell you 
that I'll be there, right next to 
Richard, yelling, "Yo lady," move 
your paper away from the run~ 
way!" 

THE-OBSERVER 

Kati~ Couric 
at press rnnlrrmrP 

_ scopies. "As a photography' 
leader, . our products are 
designed to do more-allowing 
people to capture image~ tha 
motivate and in.spire.," saidJ 
Martin Lee, vice president of 
marketing of Olympus Ai:netica 
Inc., on News ChaJmd Eight! 

..• "~d as a pioneer and continu~ 
ous innovator in the u.-cu..~ .. ~a~1 
world, · Olyrtipus . technc>lo~& 

. enables physicians to CaJ:ltutrel 
ages t o. diagnose and 
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THE OBSERVER 

FA S · H I c ·N 

· ~~~~~1) 
j~~ ~ · Swamvski crystals and semi· 

precious gems adorned every-cf:: ( thing from wooly winter outfits J-J . to sleek gowns, adding e.thnic 

~.· 
app(1al and instant glamour. 

Fr'om Right to left: Fuchsia Tapestry Jacket, Tracy Reese. Floral Print dress, Luca Luca. Gathered Dress with Sweater, Oscar De La 
Renta. Blue Brocade Suit, Tracy Reese. Floral Skirt with Sparkle Cardigan, Oscar De La Renta. 

FEBRUARY 2005 . THE OBSERVER 

Floral patterns 
are normally 
reserved for 
spring, but . 

designers kept 
it weather 

appropiate, 
using heavy 
fabrics and 

more somber 
fall colors. 

PAGE 11 
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Clockwise from top: sequined top, 
Tracy Reese. Chiffon dress with lace, 
Betsy Johnson. Sequin embroidered 

sheatl~ Reem Acra. Shimmer pant suit,
Tracy Reese. Pleated Silk dress, Lela 

Rose. Cap sleeved dress, Esteban 
Cortazar. _Center: Satin pencil dress, 

Narciso Rodriguez 

FEB.RUAR,Y 2005 

Designers 
toned down 

· a seemingly 
garish color 
. with pretty 
. ruffles and 

sheer fabric_s. 

THE OBSERVER 

Models 
shimmered 
from across 

the room 
in dresses 
overloaded 

with 

Clockwise from top: Gold Sheat~ 
·. Tracy Reese. Black bresnyith . 

Sequined Camisole, Reem Acra. Black 
V Neck Dress, BCBG Max Azria . . 

. Feather trim Gown, Michael Kors~ 

Some dresses. appeared 
plain.. . . until models 

turned around. 
Remember to watch 

your back next season. 

From left: R;d leather cut· 
out coat, David Rodriguez 
Plum iridescent gown with 
gathered train, Micheal 
Kors. Back buclde dress, 

David Rodriguez 

PAGE 12 



+ 

I

I 
I 

THE OBSERVER 

The perfect piece to- tone down a fancy outfit 
or add glamour to a simple one. Designers· 

paired them with satin and 

From Left: Brown cropped jacket, Narciso 
Rodriguez, Fur jacket, J Mendel. Fuschia Velvet 
Jacket,Tracy Reese. Violet Jacket, Sweet Face. 

Plaid party dress with red detail jacket, Marc by 

.. ~' 

•.; "" 

,{,, 

'·., .. ~ ... 
• ;o ;"1.·-. ., 

Marc Jacobs: . 

.,. 

-., 

~·-

. . ' ..... :·. ~ . 

FUR 
Fur appears in · 
shrugs, jackets, 
and as trim on 

everything. 

Clockwise from Top: 
Fur trimmed scarf, 
Oscar De La Renta. 

Fur collar grey 
sweater, Michael 
Kors. Long White . 

Mink, Michael Kors. 
Cropped with, Gown, 
Oscar De La Renta. 
Fur trimmed bolt;ro, 

ReemAcra. Pinh 
jacket,Tuleh. 

FEBRUARY 2005 THE OBSERVER 

· ' 

Jewel Ton~s are sure to warm 
. . ·up the wint~r. They have 
·• .. usurped the oppressive black 

. as .New York City's closet sta
~- ,ple. Colors ranged from emer-
, al('i' to ruby. and came.in many 
·: ' different fabrics a nd styles. . -

Clochwise from Top: Ruby Gown, Esteban Cortazar. 
Amethyst Gown; Oscar De La RaJta. Leather Hombre 

Oscar De La Renta.Fuschia Skirt, Tracy Reese. Peridot 
Dress, Esteban Cortazar. Ruby Gown, Michael Kors. 

Emerald Gown, BCBG Max Azria 
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·Designers drew 
inspiration from all 

over 'the world. 
Looks hailed from 

Poland, -Russia, . · 
r . . . 

Scotland, Morocco 
and Spain. 

· Clockwise from Top: Patterned 
Sweater, Oscar De La Renta. 
Turquoise peasant dress with 

belt, BCBG. Moroccan sheath, 
Oscar De La Renta. Plaid Suit, 
Betsey Johnson. Tweed Jumper, 
Anna Sui. Ruffle Silk Skirt with 

Velvet Skirt, Gold Detailed 
Jacket, Satin Belted Coat, Oscar 
De La Renta. Center: Spaghetti 

Mini with Go !a Dis~s, Anne 
Bowen. 
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Model Behavio·r 
What They Don't Tell You in Magazines 

Model for the Tracy Reese runway 

By Sara Levit 

For years, people have tried 
to make a correlation between 
obsessive reading of fashion mag
azines and deveioping eating dis
orders. How often do we, as 
women, read through magazines 
wondering why models have 
ideal bodies, while the rest of us 
struggle to keep off those last five 

pounds? It's not everyone that 
looks at models this way, howev
er, as some seem to take a more 
aversive outlook on the situation. 
'These women look disgusting 
and they look like they j:ust came 
out of a hospital," says Jenn 

· · Shuldiner, a sophomore at Stern. 
"It's appalling tliai: this is what 
girls are striving for and what 
they have to compare themselves 
to." Jenn may actually be on to 
something: 

It's no secret that in the 
world of fashion, food becomes 
the enemy. Karl Lagerfeld, 
designer of Chanel, who has 
recently shrui:lk down to nearly 
half his size, blatantly stated in 
the December issue of Elle maga
zine that ''[he's] beyond food." 
Rest assured that in the next 
issue an angry letter to the editor 
was printed, yet the vicious cycle · 
continued. In that very same 
issue, page after page featured 
models boasting unrealistic pro
portions. 

After attending Fashion 
Week 'here in New York, I can 
say in all honesty that when you 
look at magazines, what you see 
is not at all what you get. At the 

Carolina Herrera ·show, super
model Jacquetta Wheeler glided 
down the runway,. as I watched 
in astonishment. ·Witli every 
bone jutting out I couldn't 
believe that this was the same 
glamorous woman I've seen time 
and time again in the pages of 
every noteworthy magazine. 
Watching the very women I once 
envied, I began to feel as though 
I've entered the mother ship. 
More Olive Oil, Popeye's sweet
heart, than a Greek goddess, the 
reality of what these women look 
like is quite different from what 
you would expect. The question 
was raised in my mind: Are we 
trying to reach a level of perfec
tion that is merely an illusion? 

Over the decade, models 
have seemingly become thinner 
and thinner. Looking back, there 
was a time when models were 
not the skin and bones that they 
are today. "Take Marylin 
Monroe, world famous super
model, celebrity- beauty of· our 
time," says Levi Ockonov, an up 
and coming designer who ·has 
worked with the likes of Marc 
Jacobs and Angelina Jolie. "She 
had the charisma. She was no 

size two." So what reason should 
we hold' accountable for the 
recent size zero/two phenome
non? "The reason designers are 
making size two's is because it's 
cheaper, since you are using less 
material," continues Levi. As for 
those design houses in which 

- money is no object? "If you put 
more fabric on a dress it won't 
look as good hanging on the 
small hangers. It's all about the 
sample." 

The question remains. Can 
we expect the recent skeletal 
trend to change any time soon? 
Not likely. It seems that the 
world has come to e,xpect models 
to appear starved. "The modeling 
agencies are tak.il}g major advan
tage of these girls," says Levi. 
'They have no shame in telling 
them to lose five more pounds. 
There's a theory about super
models. The last time we have 
heard about supermodels was in 
the eighties. After that there 
were no such things as super
models because they starve 
themselves to death. I've seen 
how: many of them eat. Their 
breakfast is broccoli. Last season, 
I was casting models at the stu- . 

--~., .... r 

Jacquetta Wheeler with the camera's addi
tional ten pounds 

· clio and there was vomit all over 
the bathrooms." 

It was obvious to me, as 
· many of these girls strutted by, 
with heads too large for their tiny 
frames, that their bodies were 
not obtained by natural means. 
Rather, while displaying fash
ion's best, these supposed beau
ties ironically taught me that 
beauty can be an ugly business. 

................... ~ ........................... ........... • ....................... ~ ............ . 
. Tzniut ·Hits 

the-Runw~ys 
at Fashion 

Week 2005 
By JulieAst 

Bryant Park Fall- Winter 
Fashion Week 2005. Designers 
revealed their n'ew clothes for the 
2005 fall -winter season this 
week. Many prominent collec
tions included modest options; 
long skirts and high collared 
shirts doqlinated the runway. 

Oftentimes women who 
abide by laws of modesty search 
fi:-Uitlessly for appropriate outfits 
to wear at · weddings, Bar 
Mitzvahs and other occasions. 
Religious grrls feel forced to buy 
unfashionable clothes or order 
expensive alterations to maintain 
a contemporary wardrobe while 
keeping the laws of tzniut. 

This ye~r designers featured 
conservative evening wear on the 
runways. Oscar De la Renta 
made a beautiful Ruched skirt 
paired with a three quarter 
length sleeve shirt. The skirt 
might seem a little impractical 
but store copied versions are sure 
to be less lavish. 

At Tracy Reese the clothes 
seemed like beautiful 'tapestries, 
too exquisite to waste on a wall. 
A prominent outfit in her collec
tion, a Blue Wallpaper floral 

FEBRU~ . .RY 2005 

tiered frock, outshone her sleeve
less dresses. Another conserva
tive _look, ·a caram~ waffle coat 
ove(sweet ·peach sweater blouse 
and sq.lloped jacquard skirt, is 
appropriate enough to wear to 
synftgogue. 

· Many designers presented 
sl.Uits tailored below · the knee. 
Zac Posen haci" many pencil 
skirts but only two silk minis. 

Most designers focused on 
. evening wear in their collections. 
Monique Luhiller showed a 
tweed skirt with fur trimming. 
The. collar came up high with a 
fur border etched around the 
neck. 

· Pants this year came in loose 
silhouettes. Designers featured 
them in cropped, boyish styles. 
Lela Rose's first look a sequined 
moveable pageboy- pant, was 
stylish but modest. These pro
vided a classy alternative to tight · 
designer jeans. 

fall Fashion Week doesn't 
discriminate against religious 
girls. One shouldn't be over
whelmed when they see pictures 
of well dressed models from fash-

. ion week. They can attain similar 
looks without compromising 
their values of modesty. 

THE OBSERVER. 

. , "~' qockwise from Left: Long rouched skirt 
:: ' .. :-with black jewl encrusted top, Oscar De 

LaRenta. Waffle coat, Tracy Reese . 
Pageboy pants, Lela Rose. Tweed suit 

with fur trim, Monique Lhuillier. 
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Israel Club Shabbaton to Host 
Important Guests 

The Israel Club is pleased to announce its plans tq host a very 
· important shabbaton on March 11~ 12, on the Beren ·Campus. The 
theme will be "A Teetering Balance: What Kind of World Will Israel 
Face Tomorrow?", and lectures on Israeli and American foreign poli~ 
cy will be given by a distingtiishedroster of gtiests. The lecturers are 
to include Dennis Prager, a syndicated radio talk show host, Dr. Ruth 
Wisse, a Martin Peretz Professor of Yiddish literature and Professor 
of Comparative literature at Harvard University, and Norman 
Podhoretz, senior fellow at the Hudson Institute and member of the 
Council of Fore!gn Relations. For more infor:rllation and registration, 
log on to wwwyuic.org. 

YC Graduate Leads Holocaust 
Project 

Efraim Zuroff, a chief Nazi hunter for the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center, graduated from Yeshiva University High School for Boys and 
Yeshiva College, and is now leading a mission to track down suspect~ 
ed .Nazi war criminals in the country where Nazism was born. 
Germany is the last of nine countries where the W iesenthal Center's 
"Operation: Last Chance" is being launched. "Germany is the culmi~ 
nation of .the project," Zuroff told a reporter from the BBC. "It offers 
the most potential suspects, and in Germany there is the political will 
to prosecute such people. The question is whether the evidence will 
be sufficient." The BBC featured Zuroff in a report this week on what 
may be the final chance to "find surviving Holocaust criminals. The 
effort has so far netted the names of 329 suspected perpetrators in 
eight, mostly from Eastern European countries. Of the 329 names, 79 
have been or will be delivered to local prosecutors. Germany, where 
the Nazi regime took root, has cooperated in the hunt for war crimi~ 
nals. But not all countries are forthcoming about their complicity in 
war crimes. Zuroff believes Operation Last Chance serves not only to 
bring Nazis to justice but also raises awareness about the Holocay st. 
During his hunt, Zuroff has discovered that Holocaust denial and 
anti--Semitism still exist. "We hope that Operation Last Chance will 
contnbute to the fight against Holocaust denial and against anti~ 
Semitism." 

YU Launches QUEST · 
Yeshiva University launched Quality Education Skills Training 

(QUEST), a six~week lecture series that prepares YU undergraduate . 
and graduate students to develop . and implement programming at 
local yeshiva high sch,ools that addresses issues of concern to today's 
Jewish teens. The winter 2005 agenda will focus oil cigarette smok~ 

ing, drugs and alcohol, cheating, and gambling. The opening lecture 
featured writer and TV producer, Michael Barkow, who delivered the 
k~ynote address. Barkow, who spoke about his jour~ey to a Torah~ 
observant lifestyle and his own iilformal Jewish education in the 
"show biz" world of Hollywood, exp~ained how he overcame obsta
cles including drugs, alcohol and working on Shabbat (the Jewish 
Sabbath) while writing for hit shows such as "Malcolm· in the 
Middle," "Friends," and "The Bernie Mac -Show." He is currently 
director of education projects for the Max Stern Division of 
Communal Services, YU's outreach department through its affiliated 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary. "The students learned 
that through informal Jewish education programs they can empower 
teens to resist pressures in high school and to achieve impressive 
things, just as Mr. Barkow did in Bollywood." Referring to Judaism 
as "the longest~ running book club where every week for thousands of 
years people get together to cllscuss the same book," Barkow 
explaiited to QUEST participants how ~e started his own "book 
club," a weekly Shabbat learning group for the purpose of delving into 
the Torah text and inspiring other Jews to learn. The group began 
with 3 regular attendees and now attracts some 15 people. The mem
bers also serve as a social network for each other, frequently eating 
Shabbat lunc~ together. 

ARTS & CULTURE 

. . . ·. . 

Samantha Power to Lecture at 
sew · 

Samantha Power, adjunct lecturer in Public Policy at the 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and founding 
executive director of the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, will 
deliver a lecture on "Can the United States Respond to Genocide in 
aii Age ofT error?" commemorating the 60th anniversary of the end of 
the Holocaust. The lecture .will b~ presented at Stern College for 
Women on Tuesday, March 1,at 8 pin at the Geraldine Schottenstein 
Cultural Center located at 239 East 34th Street. Ms. Power is author 
of "A Problem From Hell: America and tl1e Age of Genocide." Wiruier 
of the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for General Non~ fiction and National Book 
Critics Circle Award, she is also the author 9f an article on the 
Rwandan genocide, "Bystanders to Genocide,:' and is co~editor with 
Graham Allison of Realizing Human Rights.-A graduate of Harvard 
Law School, Ms. Power served as a journalist for US News and World 
Report and 'The Economist. She is currently working on a book on 
the causes and consequences of historical amnesia in American fqr-
eign policy. · 

Ms. Power's appearance is part of the Dr. Marcia Robbins~ W ill 
Scholar~in~Residence lecture series, entitled "Human Rights CJ.nd 
Sovereignty." The series speakers will iend insights on how these two 
central pillars of international politics contradict each other and 
present challenges today and for future generations. The series open
er on Feb. 23 at 7:30 pm will feature Kenneth Roth, executive direc~ 

tor, Human Rights W atch, and Jack Snyder, PhD, Columbia 
University, "Debating Human Rights and Sovereignty." The lecture 
will take place in The Commons of 215 Lexington Ave. Ms. Power's 
lecture is co~sponsored by YU's Rabbi Arthur Schneier Center for 
International Affairs. 

Yeshiva · to Sponsor Eimatai 
Conference 

Eimatai, an initiative of Yeshiva University, is sponsoring a con
ference to be attended by high school students from around the coun~ 
try,-on March 13~15 in Cleveland, Texas. Eimatai, a program devel~ 
oped to help train and motivate high school students for Jewish lead
ership roles, has assigned the theme of facing and resolving challenges 
and implications of being both Jewish and American in to day's world . 
.Besides for workshops and paneis focusili.g on the topic, Ben Fine, a 
founder and president of Students Against Terrorism (S.A.T.) is 
·scheduled to speak. Following their participation in a March 2002 
Eimatai conference, students from Yavneh Academy formed their self~ 
less group, which has already raised more than 120,000 dollars for dis~ 
tribution among terrorism survivors-in Israel. Fine will address his 
fellow students by st.Iggesting ways for them to implement their ideas 
for effective lea~ership, and describe how Eimatai inspired the found~ 
ing of S.A.T.. r 

SOY Holds Seforim Sale 
. If you haven't already done so, take an evening out of your sched~ 

ule to attend the YU Seforim Sale, happening on the Will Campus 
now and running until March 2. The wares available for sale include 
rabbinic and academic literature, educational software, and the latest 
-in Jewish music, among the many more popular and more obscure • 
items. Run solely by the Student Organization of Yeshiva (SOY), the 
sale is i:he largest Jewish Book Sale in North America, and has been an 
annual event looked forward to by alumnae, students, and communi~ 

ty members for 34 years. Praising the enterprising and hardworking 
students who manage this much~acclaimed sale; President Joel stated 
that "the SOY sale is a very significant example for our community of 
their character and values." Last year's event yielded an impressive 
amount of one million dollars, an ampunt that the more then one hun~ 
dred student volunteers eXpect to exceed this year. Proceeds support 

· student activities and outreach programs in the Jewish commupity. 

Midreshet Yom Rishon Debuts · at Yeshiva 
continued from front page 

prior to the lectures on the-web
site as well, for the benefit of par
ticipants who want to famili?-rize 
themselves with the material and 
prepare for the shiur in advance. 
Recordings of past shiurim can 
also be found on the website. 

Marjorie Munsterberg, a 
Washington · Heights resident 
who was involved in the incep
tion of the program, traces the 
idea of a women's program back 
to an earlier date. "The Orthodox 
Union (OU) sponsored a series 

FIEIBR UA RY 2 005 

. . 
like this several years ago with 
Rabbi Schachter," she clarified, 
and when the OU ended the lee~ 
tures the women in her co:rnrp.u
nity were looking for a replace
ment. When her husband began 
attending Kollel Yom Rishon, 
Munsterberg thought there was 
a .. simple solution for women. · 
"Put in a mechitza, problem 
solved!" she remarked. RIETS 
proposed an alternate solution, a 
separate but parallel program fqr 
women. "We are thrilled to have 
a program every week again, and 
it's even in the neighborhood and 

. -

free," said Munsterbetg. 
As a program started in part 

to provide the same · opportuni~ 
ti~s for women that Kollel Yom 
Rishon offers, it is unsurprising 
that many women who attended 
heard about the program through 
men who .attend the kollel. _"My 
father came home from Kollel 
Yom Rishon·and told me about it 
and then my friends from Stern 
called about it," said Adina 
Bitton~- a freshman at Barnard 
College who attended the pro~ 
gram. "I especially liked that the 

· program had both a Halakha shiur 
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and one on T anach because it was 
a good balance of topics." 

The event was overall 
"entirely positive," .remarked 

. Munsterberg, "and the most 
important goal is to keep up the 
intellectual quality of the lee~ 

tures through textual analysis." 
As a program_ that is open to 
women ' of all ages and back~ 
grounds in learning, this will 
most likely require the speakers 
to strike a delicate balance to 
accommodate all the partici~ 

pants. Currently scheduled lee~ 
turers are all associated with 

Yeshiva University, but 
Munsterberg suggested that "it 

· will be interesting to see if the 
coordinators invite outside 
speakers." 

If Yeshiva University ~s look~ 
ing to expand its reach in Jewish 
education by provi9.ing opportu~ 
nities fqr women who are past 
formal education and for stu
.dents who are looking for a six~ 
day school week, then Midi:eshet 
Yom Rishon is certainly a good 
first step. 
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The Biblical and 
Scientific Conflict: 

Evolution 
By Jessica Feig 

Evolution has always· been 
looked upon with a disparaging 
eye by many religious groups. 
Whether religious schools 
should even teach the theory has 
been a subject of controversy. 
Many people believe that science 
and the Bible can not be recon~ 
ciled and must therefore stand at 
two opposite ends of the spec~ 
trum. 

On Wednesday, January 6, 
Dr. Nathan Aviezer, professor of 
physics at Bar Ilan Univ~rsity, 
delivered the seminar, 
"Evoluti.on, Darwin, Dinosaurs, 
and the Torah" to bridge the th~~ 
ory of evolution and the Torah 
while remaining sensitive to 
both. As part of the introduction, 
A viezer made it clear that tlie 

were no fossils of the intermedi~ 
ate links to prove thaf complex 
organisms evolve from the primi~ 
tive. He even wrote in chapter lO 
of his book, "He who rejects 
these views on the nature of the 
geological record [intermediate 
links], will rightly reject my 
whole theory:''. Although Darwin 
remained hopeful that in the 
future these hints to the transi~ 
tional steps would be uncovered, 
today's scientists, 150 years after 
Darwin, have overturned the four · 
corners of the earth and these 
fossils are nowhere to be found. 

Luis Alvarez's theory, pro~ 
posed in 1980, seems more reli~ 
able. Alvarez, a Nobel laureate, 
believes in the. impact theory. 
According to this view, meteors 
collided with· the earth and 
wiped out the dinosaurs while 
the smaller creatures were able to 

common literal contradiction is evade· the collisions and were 
by no means a contradiction at unaffected by the toxic poilu~ 
all. Specifically, he said that tants. For people to exist today, 
while many people believe that dinosaurs would need to be 
the Torah's concept of creation destroyed, and this ·theory 
contradicts scientific theory of explains the events perfectly. 
evolution, this is not at all cor~ While atheists would believe 
rect. According to Aviezer, the 'that all this came from luck and 
Torah makes no mention· of ere~ chance, Jews refer to this as an 
ation, but rather refers to the act of God. According to A viezer, 
process of creating species from the change of the animal king~ 
raw materials as it says, "Vaya'as~ dom is a result of punctuated 
" "he made." Consequently, the equilibrium - certain events that 
English definition of "Bara" can occur sporadically to create a bal
not be "create" · but some other ance in today's animal kingdom. 
term. This refutes the concept of Aviezer, born in 
ex nihilo, known in Hebrew as Switzerland, received his PhD in 
Yesh me'ayin, or the creation of Physics .from the University of 
something from nothing. Chicago. He m9ved to Israel in 

Although the conceptual 1967 and became 13ar Ilan's chair~ 
contradictions are harder to cj.eal man of the physic's department. 
with, · Aviezer says that it He has published hundreds of 
becomes simplified. once one dis~ articles in various scientific jour~ 
proves Darwinian Theory. He nals and has written two books 
adamantly exclaimed, "To believe about science and religion, "In . 
Darwin's theory in the 21st cen~ the Beginning" and "Fossils and 
tury is a scientific disgrace." ·. Faith." · His popularity is known 

A viezer justified these throughout the world and "In the 
provocative words. Darwin's Beginning" ha~ been translated 
book, "Origin of the Species" was into nine language~. SCW stu~ 
published in 1859, when there · dents had the privilege of hearing 
was no knowledge of genes. Aviezer speak through the efforts . 
Darwin . believed that his theory of Dr. Harvey Babich, chairman of 
could be contested by authori- SCW's biology department. 
ties, since he knew that there 
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·FEIG'S -FAST. FACTS 
"Pomegranates: Fruits of 

. pertility or Fruits of 
Versatility?" 

By: Jessica Feig 

• "Will that be apple, orange, 
: grapefruit, or tomato?" A wait
• er rarely finds himself offering 
: pomegranate juice as part of the 
• breakfast selection. In the near 
: future, however, pomegranate 

. • juice might be included among 
the other fruit juices on the 
menu. Israeli scientists, led by 
Professor Michael A viram of the 
Technion Institute of 
Technology, studied 
the ·various health 
effects of pomegran-
ates. · Their findings . 
suggest that pomegran~ 
ate juice can reduce the 
risk of cardiovascular 

e disease, the leading 
: cause of death in 
• America. 
: This medicinal 
• property of the pome-

granate is due to pome~ 
granate's high antioxi-
dant content. 
Antioxidants are the 
·superpowers that fight 
against free radicals. 
Due to their unique 
structure, free radicals 
are capable of oxidizing 
other molecules, such 
as cholesi:er~l.' 
Cholesterol, in. its oxi-
dized form, creates the 
infamous plaque on the arterial 

• walls of the heart. With the 
help of antioxidants, the body 
can eliminate these. harmful 
agents. The research, which was 
conducted in Israel, is of utmost 
significance since it proves that 
pomegranate juice has three 
times the antioxidant capacity 
of green tea, the previous jead~ 
ing health drink. 

Although recent research 
has uncovered the pomegran
ate's health benefits, the medic
inal qualities attributed. to 
pomegranates has predated 
modern times. This "ancient 
fruit" bares the name Punicum 
granatum, literally meaning 
apple with many seeds. In fact, 
other words have been derived 
from the pomegranate, such as 
grenade, since its explosive 
power resembles the magnitude 

of the numerous amounts of 
seeds in a pomegranate, and 

. -Grenada, which owes its name 
and national emblem to the 
fruit. 

Pomegranates have also fea
tured heavily in legend. In 
ancient Egypt, the pomegran~te 
was buried with ·the dead ~ 
hopes of rebirth, while the fruit 
was served to guests at Chinese 

weddings as a sign of fertility 
for the new couple. 
Pomegranates are also regarded 
as a symbol in Jewish customs. 
Jews eat the many-seeded fruit 
on Rosh Hashanah, the New 
Year, to represent the 613 com
mandments due to its numerous 
seeds. As a fruit featured in the 
~ible, the. pomegranate is also 
known to be one. of the first 
fruits · cultivated by man. 
Surprisingly, many scholars 

now believe that 
Adam was tqnpted by 
Eve to eat a pome
granate, but artists 

• 

have traditionallt • 
. depicted an apple : 
because it is simpler • 
to draw. • 

Although the spe
cific heath benefits of 
the pomegranates 
have only recently 
been published, it has 
been documented that 
cultures felt that this 
exotic fruit contained 
mystical healing pow
ers. Natives of Sri • 
Lanka used the pome
granate to treat all 

· maladies ranging from 
conjunctivitis to diar
rhea, , while Egyptians 
used it as an antidote 
for stomachaches. 
Hippocrates created a 

plaster· ·out of pomegranates to 
cure all types of inflammations 
and aid in digestion. While all 
these ancient treatments were a 
result of much speculation~ 
today the reasons for improve
ments in health are known as a 
result of scientific research. It is 
therefore of essence to make 
pomegranate juice part of your 
daily food intake. Bottoms up! 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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'Albert ---Einstein: Not Just America'S 
Top . Medi'Cal School · -

By Y ard::~.nna Platt 

This year marks the 50th 
anniversary since the passing of 
Albert Einstein, a man who is 
categorically described as one of 
the greatest theoretical physi
cists of all time. This German
American scientist not only made· 
significant contributions. to the 
understanding of kinetic theory 
and specific heat, but also revolu
tionized quantum theory with 
the formation, a century ago this 
year, of his theory of relativity, for 
which he received a Nobel Prize. 

Unlike child pr9digies such 
as Mozart and Bobby Fischer, it . 
seems that this scientific virtuoso 
showed no early signs of genius. 
In fact, Einstein hated formal 

. instruction and taught himself 
most of what he knew about 
mathematics and theoretical 
physics. After finally being 
accepted into the Federal 
Polytechnic in Zurich, he rarely 
attended lectures, but did go on 
to receive a full time acadeni.ic 
post there, among other posi
tions at gre·at institutions such as 
the German University in Prague 

, and Princeton University. 
· Einstein was the most 

famous living Jew of his era, and 
was thus fortunate enough to be 
lecturing in California when 
Hitler rose to power in 
January of 1933. As a victim 
of global anti-Semitism, 
Einstein once mused, "If 
my-theory of relativity 
is proven corretl, 
Germany will claim 
me as a German· and 
France will declare 
that I am a citizen of 
the world. Should 
my theory prove 
untru~, France will 
say that I am a 
German and 
Germany will declare 
that I am a Jew." While 
working at Princeton, 
Einstein cooperated with 
charitable and social organi
zations to help aid the rising 
number of refugees who were 
fleeing to America from N aii 
Germany. His letter to President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, which 
warned about the dangers of 
allowing the Nazis to be first in 
revealing the secrets of splitting 

uranium, prompted the 
Manhattan Project that led to 

America's victory in the race to 
construct the atomic bomb. 

Einstein maintailled a strong 
Jewish identity, remarking, "The 
pursuit of knowledge for its own: 
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sake, an almost fanatical love of 
justice, and the desire for person
al independence-these are fea-
tures of the. Jewish · tradition 
which make me thank my lucky 
stars that I belong to it." In 1919 

he joined the Zionist move
ment, and toured Isr.ael in 

1923, · delivering the first · 
science lecture at the site 
that was to become 
Hebrew Universit y. 
Einstein helped estab
lish Hebrew 
University and upon 
its inception 
remarked to the New 
York Times, "I know 
of no public event that 

has given me such 
pleasure as the proposal 

to establish a Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem." 

Eip.stein ultimately declined 
David Ben Gurian's invitation 

· in 1952 to have him succeed the 
late biochemist and president of 
the state of Israel, Dr. (haim 
W eizmann, citing failing health 
and lack of experience. 

Although Einstein's resume 
seems somewhat pretentious, he . 
was in actuality a down-to-earth 

lover of truth and simplicity who 
.had a great sense of humor. 
When asked to describe his theo
ry of relativity, Ein; tein quipped, 
"When you sit on a hot stove .for 
two minutes, it seems like two 
hours, when you sit with a nice 
girl for two hours, it seems like 
two minutes. Now that's relativi
ty." Einstein also noted, "Only 
two things are infinite, the uni
verse and human stupidity, 
though ·rm not sure abol.!t the 
former." 

Although mimicking 
·Einstein's trajectory to greatness 
would require our dropping out 
of physics lecture and getting a 
home subscription to Scientific 
American, it seems that he has 
already syllogistically mapped 
out the formula for success. "If A 
is a success in life, then A equals 

·X'+ Y + Z. Work is X; Y is play; 
and z is keeping your mouth 
shut," Einstein remarked. While 
one could argue about the practi
cality of this equation, perhaps 
Einstein did not need to heed his 
own advice in achieving a notable 
position amongst the high eche
lons of the giants o{ the modern 
world . . 

s·ubstance Abuse Strikes 
the Jewish Community 

coritiiJUed from page 7 

explained . Nulman. "We try to 
put them in the right direction to 
get the help they need. If, how-· 
ever, the student is not looking 
for help and is continuing to do 
things in ways- that are not 
healthy to him or herself and oth
ers then we sit down and talk to 
them." · 

Yeshiva University currently 
has a zero tolerance policy when 
it comes to drugs · and alcohol. 
But with the advent of the men
tal health center, there will be 
trained personnel on campus to 
help students deal with potential 
issues. Schwartz is excited 
about the. programs that the cen-

. ter plans to run. "If students are 
~oncerned about a friend or 
themselves they should come in 
and' talk," said Schwartz. Over 
the course of this semester 
Schwartz hopes to develop a 
sense of the number of p~ople 
who truly need help in overcom
ing an addiction by talking to 

. students, faculty and deans. The 
center, which will also create a 
website with information and . 
links to other sites that deal with 
addiction, plans to be fully oper-
ational in September. . 

A new program designed by 
MSDCS-RIETS called Quality 
Education Skills Training 
(QUEST) trains students to run 
leadership programs. This year 
the group will learn both the 
skills they need for Torah Tours, 
NCSY, Bnei Akiva, Shabbatons 
and more, while simultaneously
hearing from the experts about 

the substance abuse problems 
that have recently peen high
lighted in newspapers world
wide. 

"When these issues come 
up," said Rebecca.Wimmer, one 
of the coordinators of the pro
gram, "advisors, leaders and 
teachers need to know how to 
deal with them." Several college 
students have taken leadership 
roles on the project including 
Aron Srolovitz, Menachem 
Menchel and Hindy Poupko, the 
latter two having started a simi
lar program in the Fall, called 
Teach For Israel. "Their model 
was so successful, we all agreed 
it should be expanded to help 
train students in other areas as 
well; sucoh as substan,ce abuse," 
said Rabbi J ash Joseph, director 
of QUEST. "In future semesters · 
we hope to broaden and expand 
the fellowship to other issues 
that affect our community, such 
as gambling, relationships and 
whatever issues students will 

' bring to ~s," explained Wimmer . 
This grass-roots project involves 
a six-week training session that 
will alternate between the Beren · 
and Wilf campus. "We don't 
really want to limit how many 
people get trained," said Joseph, 
"so we're considering developing 
programs for those who are not 
accepted to the fellowship as 
well." Applications are due by 
February 22 and can be found at 
www.yu.edu/quest. "We want 
you to join us on this quest." 
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By T alya Berger 

A paper clip does not gener
ally evoke any strong emotions. It 
is probably one of the cheapest 
office supplies available, and it is 
often seen as nothing but a sim
ple tool used to hold papers 
together. However, after. seeing · 
the film "Paper Clips," I ca):l vir
tually guarantee that you will 
never think about the humble 
piece of wire in the same way. 

First, a little bit about the 
symbolic history of the paper 
.Glip: During the Nazi occupation 
of Norway in World War II, 
Norwegians wore paper clips as a 
sign of solidarity and oppositioi1 
to the Nazi occupation. The 
public recognized the symbol to 
the extent that a citizen wearing 
. a paper clip in his or her lapel 
could be arrested. 

Fast-forward sixty years to 
Whitwell Middle School, located 
in rural Tennessee. The teachers 
at the school wanted to initiate a 
program that would teach a les
son of tolerance to their mostly 
white, Christian student body. 
Principal linda Hooper and Vice 
Principal David Smith decided 
that a Holocaust project would 
be appropriate to demonstrate 
the destructive nature of intoler
ance. They would focus on the 
fact that six million Jews had 
been killed on .the basis of their 
religion - but how could the 
teachers convey such a large 
number? The challenge was to 
find an object that was s~all 
enough for the group of students 
to realistically collect and store, 
so that the students could hope
fully gain some understanding of 

·Mo.re .· Thar1 ·A 

Practical ToOl: 
-"Paper Clips" 

what . the number six ·million 
encompasses. 

After doing some research on. 
the Internet, the 8th grade partie-· 

. ipants who li.ad volunteered for 
the program found that the paper 
clip had been a symbol of solidar
ity worn by Norwegians during 
the Nazi occupation of Norway. 
The paper clip would therefore 
serve a threefold purpose: It was 
easy to collect and store, it had 
historical sigrrificance and there 
was also the paper clip's more 
mundane purpose: holding 
things· together. 

· Thus, the 8th grade students 
of Whitwell decided tha.t they 
would collect paper clips. They 
mailed requests to local business- · 
es and families for paper clips, 
and asked that each paper clip be 
sent back with a note describing 
why the paper clip was being 
given to. the project. The film 
"Paper Clips" is about their jour
ney and the ripple effect that this 
small group of students from 
rural Tennessee, collecting paper 
clips and memories, had on· the 
world. 

"Paper Clips'; tracks the evo
lution of the project, from the ini
tial stage~ of local excitement to 
how the .venture gained the 
world's attention with the aid of 
two journalists, Peter ·Schroeder 
and Dagmar Schroeder
Hildebrand. The two journalists 
wrote about the Whitwell mis
sion, and slowly the middle 
school's project" began appearing 
on the news in various countries. 
Huge shipments of paper clips 
arrived at the school, as did single 
paperclips accompanied by 
poignant, and occasionally 
heartrending, stories from 

Studrnts enter cattle car memorial 

Holocaust survivors worldwide. replaced and support structures Only I never saw another 
At one point, a group ohur- were installed. Plexiglas walls butterfly. 

vivors from the New York area were put up in the interior of the That butterfly was the last one. 
went to Whitwell to see the proj- car, flanking the · walls, and Butterflies don't live in here, 
ect, and to speak to the people of behind the glass were a total of ll · in the ghetto." 
Whitwell about the Holocaust million paper clips - 6"million for After watching "Paper 
from the perspective of those · the Jews, and 5 million for the Clips," I left the theater feeling 
who experienced it. I was slight- . others who were targeted and stunned and confused. I was 
ly disturbed at the fact that the killed by the Nazis. The other 20 simultaneously mouniing for 
survivors spoke iri a church, and million paper clips that the stu- those who had been taken, tor
behind each o.f them ·was a large dents collected were not includ- tured and killed by the Nazis, 
golden cross. I do realize that the ed, and are more a testament to and also c~kbrating life and the 
fo~us of the movie i~ tolerance the scope of the project th~n any- · amazing effect that one small 
and, understanding, but it did thing else. school in the Midwest had on the 
surprise me. However, even The school-side monument entire :world. This project and its 
that did not distract me from was dedicated on the 63rd . message of tolerance were broad
what the survivors were saying. I anniversary of K:dstallnacht, or casted on the news in dozens of." 
saw the movie over a month ago, the Night of Broken Glass, which countries, and revived the .aware
yet. I still feel tears collect in my is a· remembra1,1ce of the devasta- ness of equality in a fresh way. I 
eyes as I think about these elder- tion and death caused in the do not generally become emo
ly people, numbers embedded in Jewish neighborhoods by ragmg tiona! during movies, but during 
their wrinkly forearms, voices Gerinan mobs on November 9th "Paper Clips," I found myself 
trembling, retelling their night- and lOth, 1938. A small garden moved to tears several times by 
mares to a silent, white-faced had b~en planted around the lone the narrative. 
audience. cattle car, and butterflies were Some critics disdain the 

The Holocaust program had, engraved into the concrete path movie as cliched and yet another 
by the end of several years, that leads to the ramp which feel-good, commercialized movie 
amassed over 30 million paper enters into the car itself. The but- about the Holocaust. I could not 
clips, and became a· question of terflies were inspired by the disagree more. I found that the 
what sort of memorial to create. poem, 'The Butterfly" written by doeumentary~style film allowed 
Hooper decided that she wanted Pavel Friedman; a child who had the participants' emotions to 
to obtain im old German railcar lived in the Terezin · ·express themselves in an honest, 
that had been used by the Nazis Concentration Camp, in 1942: sometimes raw way, and that 
to transport Jews to the death · "The last, the very last, neither the adults ·or children in 
camps, and to fill it with. the col- So richly, brightly, dazzlingly yellow. the film, nor the producers, had 
lected paper clips. Peter and Perhaps if the sun's tears would any motive other than capturing 
Dagmar Schroeder went to sing against a white stone. . . the essence of the Whitwell 
Germany, and searched the coun- Such, such a yellow is carried Middle School's project. I strong
try for such a cattle car. They lightly 'way up high ly suggest that you see this film 
found one, and after several It went away I'm sure because it · it will make you pause and recon-
months the car finally arrived in wished to kiss the world goodbye. sider what the Holocaust has 
Whitwell. It was a strange For seven weeks I've lived in here, really taught humanity, and 
dichotomy; there was excitement Penned up inside this ghetto. appreciate· the impact of things 
at the arrival of the ultimate But I have found what I love here. that may begin as small endeav
memorial, and yet unspoken hor- The dandelions call to me 
ror at what that same railcar rep- And the white chestnut branches in the 
resented. The railcar was refur
bished - rotting floorboards were 

court. 

ors. 

On Fashion and Frogs 
For Two 
Weeks, 

By Est4er Flaschner-Berko 

· Over vacation, I finally saw 
the frogs. "Frogs" was a tempo
rary exhibit at the Musuem. of 
Natural History; featuring 
bizarre frog species from all over 

· the world. ·My mother and four-_ 
year-old sister were the first in 
my family to see the exhibit, and 
since they returned raving about 
it I had been 9-ying to go myself. 

The frogs didn't disappoint. 
The glass cages at the museum 
housed the most ridiculous
looking frogs with the most 
incredible colors. · Teeny frogs, 
no bigger than one inch, glis
tened bright neon colors. 
Leathery frogs of teal blue 
sparkled alongside frogs that 
were so grey and woody that 
they camouflag~d right into 
their habitat and could not be 
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seen without the help of.a muse
um employee. 

The museum e~tended. 
"Frog"'s stay in response to pub
lic demand, and when I arrived 
the exhibit was crowded with 
fainilies and adults. I adored it. 
Something about these crazy lit
tle frogs ·left everyone happy. I 
stood there, watching the 
brightly colored frogs in their 
cages and the spectators smiling 
placidly and snapping pictures 
in awe. 

I felt the same way just last 
week, standing in the middle of 
the big,white tent at Bryant Park 
during Fashion Week. I wanted 
to experience Fashion Week 
and went to the event to cover 
Douglas Hannant's show. There 
I w,as, having carefully .selected 
my attire, ill the middle of an 
.exhibit. Journalists, socialite 
fashionistas, and photographers 

all tried to "out-cool" each other I walked out of the tents 
with pretentious demeanors. feeling pretty good about myself. 
The trick was to look as cool and While passersby outside craned 
comfortable as can be, fitting th~ir necks to watch celebrities 
right in with the unspoken rules entering and exiting the preinis~ 
of the Fashion world. Sit ·here, es, I could prance right in t<;> the 
look like you belong, uncross super-confident Fashion world 
your legs if you're sitting near with my all-powerful press pass. 
the runway, take copious notes, And then I realized; I was 
and don't look too impressed. watchirig the frogs . like the 
Applaud when the designer ·exhibit, these models walked up 
comes out, and then rush out of . and down their runways, seem
the show. ingly oblivious to the world 

I guess to journalists and around.them, while the audience 
· photographers, who cover these gazed intensely. 
events daily, the runway lci~es its The frogs ·seemed a 
noveJ.ty and becomes unimpres- thousand leagues away from the 
sive pretty soon. But to me, the models on 42nd street. Fashion 
visiting observer, their manner- Week forces you to adopt the 
isms looked affected and radiat- haughty attitude of the bold and 
ed a false sense. I sat, watchip.g beautiful. Bu tfrogs, they just let 
the bright coldrs prance by and you enjoy it, smile, and walk 
the spectators ogle their cam- away. 
eras to catch the model's pose, 
before she turned.the' runway . . 
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Shul-Hopping With Shifra 
The Carleba.ch Synagogue Living· the Teachings · of Reb Shlomo 

By Shifra Bronstein 

Looking for a shul where 
yow; Jewish brothers and sis_ters 
are all "so holy?" Tl)_en perhaps 
you should consid~r 

Congregation Kehilath Jacob, 
otherwise known as the 
Carlebach synagogue, located on 
the Upper West Side. I.his syna~ 
gogue embraces much of Rabbi 
Shlomo Carlebach's teachings, 
such as a love for all Jews, the tra~ 
clition, of Kabbala and living as a 
spiritual and joyful Jew. One can 
practically feel Reb Shlomo 
Carlebach's smiling presence. On 
a weekly b~sis, tp.is shul wel~ 
comes all sorts. of Jews 'into its 
fold, for a Shabbat with an enVi
ronment "rich with Torah, spiri
tuality and joy." The legacy o~ 

Rabbi Carlebach is carried today 
by the current rabbi of the shul, 
Rabbi Naftili Citron, who is the -
great~nephew of ·. Rabbi 
Cq_rlebach. 

The Carlebach shul (CS) 
attracts hundreds of Jews into its 
doors each week. The shul attrib~ 
utes its success to its two funda
mental Torah· beliefs: Neshama 
Yeteira and Lechem Mishneh. 
Ncshama Yeteira is the "extra soul" 
that Jews receive on the Shabbat, 
and the LechemMishneh is the dou
ble portion of bread that was on 
display in the Beit Hamikdash 
(Holy Temple). The CS's goal is 
to find the· hungry Neshamot 
Yeteirot who crave Torah teach~ 

ings, and to then feed them 
Lechem Mishna, or spiritual fulfill~ 
ment. Thus, one of the CS's pur~ 
poses is to unite all Jews under 
its roof in an atmosphere of 
Torah learnil,1g and spiritual real~ 
ization. 

But how does the Carlebach 
synagogue satisfy the souls of 

-such a diverse group of Jews each 
week, from the 1:1n-affiliated Jew 
to the traditional Hasid? The 

. unaffiliated Jew is · perhaps 
attracted to the tolerant milieu of 
the shul. He maibegin to feel a 
blossoming connection through 
the stirring prayers, communal 
dances or · inspiring Torah 
. speeches by Rabbi Citron. 
Additionally, outreach is a main 
facet of the shul itself. The shul's 
Shabbat meal is served along 
with Torah learning, R' 
Carlebach stories and melodic 
Hassidic songs. The enthusiasm 
that the congregants fed while 
serving God with happiness is 
absorbed by the unaffiliated Jew 
as well as the observant Jew, who 
perhaps may not always serve 
God with such an intense sense 
of joy. The outreach program in 
the Carlebach shul is so success
ful that it has been recognized for 
an award by the Covenant 
Foundation, a· program of the 
Crown Family Foundation of 
Chicago and The Jewish 
Education Service of . North 
America. This is the first time 
that the Covenant Foundation 
will be g_ranting an award to an 

Orthodox synagogue. The pur~ 
pose of the award is to provide a 
grant which will duplicate the 

. unique outreach program of the 
CS . among other communities, 
including the . Carlebachian 
methods of providing various lev~ 
els ofT orah education and a con~ 
nection to Jewish spirituality 
using traditional prayer, ritual 

. and learning. 
The Jew who is fortunate to 

possess a more extensive Judaic 
background is also provided with 
a learning schedule .that he can 
appreciate· on his level. Each 
Shabbat prior to Shabbat sernc~ 
es (except_ those Shabbatot 
which fall out on Holidays) . 
Rabbi Citron conveys the teach~ 
ings of the Shem Mishmuel which 
delves into the weekly Torah sec~ 
tion through Kabbala, Midrash 
and Talmud. Rabbi Meir Fund, 
known for his lectures on 
Kabbala, and a close friend· of R' 
Carlebach ob"m, imparts a week~ 
ly learning on Kabbala to the 
congregants. Additional pro~ 

grams supply learning opportu~ 
nities for yet more advanced 
Torah scholars. Admission for all 
of these learning programs is free. 

The synagogue also offers 
events which help to form bonds 
between congregants, in addition 
to educating and providing an 
avenue for some enjoyment. A 
good example was the shul's se~
ond annual Lag Ba'omer trip 
called "Sefirah Trail." The pur~ 
pose of the trip was to commem-

-orate the life of Rabbi Shimon Bar 
Yochai, the author of the Zohar, 
and to impart some of his teach; 
ings. This event attracted 
approximately 1000 participants, 
including adults and children. 
The participants -were first led 
into Rabbi Bar Yochai's "cave" 
where they heard the story of 
Rabbi Bar Yochai's life. Next they 
were led into various tents, each 
of which represented a different 
lesson of Rabbi Bar Yochai. In 
one, for example,"Avraham" and 
"Sarah" offered them food and 
explained the meaning of chesed 
(kindness). Participants were 
asked to write about a personal 

. act of kindness they planned to 
accomplish, and the notes were 
then displayed on a bulletin 
board. In this manner, the partie~ 
ipants were educated in a variety 
of Midot Ha!ev, or Attributes of 
the Heart, while visiting each 
tent. 

This unique shul truly lives 
the teachings of Rabbi Shlomo 
Carlebach and provides a vast 
amount of outreach to Jews who 
are thirsting for spiritual fulfill~ 
ment. If you wish to learn more 
about this amazillg shul, please 
VISit http://www.carlebach 
shul.org/index.htrri. 

---------------~-----------------------------. -

Bon Appetit: A Restaurant Review 
By Adinah Wieder 

Cafe K is the restaurant to 
put at the top of your "places to 
eat" list. Centrally located on 

43th St. between Fifth and 
Madison A venues, it is within 
walking distance from Stern and 
in the center of the best shopping 
that the city has to off~r. Nci 
reservation is necessary, which 
helps make dinillg at this restau~ 
rant a hassle~free eiperience. 

Upon entry, my eyes imme~ 
diately adjusted to the dimly~lit 
interior. The lighting enhanced 
the ambiance and created a 
charming appearance. The cen~ 

· tral dining area is small enough 
to create a warm and homey 
atmosphere, yet large enough 
that I was not sitting in my 
neighbor's lap. On the tables 
were candles placed ill small col~ 
ored glasses; this final touch 
completed the cozy mood. 

I arrived at a particularly 
busy hour with two friends in 
tow. However, we immediately 
received a friendly greeting, and 
within minutes we were seated 
at the table of our choice with 
menus. It is usually my experi~ 
ence in restaurants that I must 
hunt down the waiter to place an 
order, and it consequently can 
take as long as 35 minutes before 
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the chef even sees the order. But 
in Cafe K the waiter arrived at 
just the right time and answered 
all of our questions. He remained 
patient throughout our numer~ 
ous inquiries as to the number of 
bones in the salmon, the abun
dance of cheese in the wraps and 
whether the water was properly 
filtered. To this last inquiry, the 
waiter responded with a smile 
that all the restaurant's water -
even the water used for the ice 
cubes ~ was filtered to the appro~ 
priate degree. Throughout all the 
questions regarding · the various 
choices for the side and an order 
change·, our waiter remained 
good~natured. · 

The menu is quite extensive. 
The cuisine includes varieties of 
sushi, wraps, sandwiches, fish, 
pasta, soups and salads. I chose 

. grilled salmon, served with an 
Israeli salad, which comes with 
the choice of a side dish: rice, 
baked potato or French fries. 
The entire meal cost $10.95, 
which is half the price of other 
restaurants in the vicinity. All of 
the prices are reasonable; the 
average price of fish is $11.00 and 
pasta is $9.00. My friends 
ordered salmon teriyaki an!=l 
penne ~ la vodka, and their meals 
cost only approximately $10.00 
each. 

Now we arrive at the biggest 

test of all (drum roll please): 
How long will it take the waiter 
to arrive with our entrees? In a 
record time of 13 minutes, all 
three of us received our meals. 
The portions were the perfect· 
size. They were not too small 
and p.ot too large so that I still 
had room for dessert.' Nothing 
was cold, grilled for too long or 
bland. All the food was very 
fresh, including the Israeli salad 
that they served as a side. They 
even peeled the cucumbers in the 
Israeli salad!. Their French fries 
-were lightly seasoned without 
too much crunch or potato. A 
patron remarked ·that the food 
was "tasty, light and not oily." 

As I was eating, I noted to my 
friends that despite the amount 
of people in' the restaurant, we 
were still able to hear each other 
speak without shouting. The 
tables were far enough apart th~t 
I did not ha:ve to hear my neigh-

. bar's life story. There was no 
need to read lips, or sit close 
together to ensure that we all 
heard each other. 

Additionally, there was a 
nice mix of people at the restau~ 
rant with a wide variety of ages. I 
did. not feel as though I were in 
the midst of an old aged home or 
walking past the Brookdale 
lounge. Being tha~ the restaurant 
is Chalav Yisrael and Pas Yisrael, 
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it opens itself up to an even larg~ 
er clientele. 

All the guests I polled had 
wonderful thillgs -to say about 
the service, ambiance, cuisine 
arid even the cleanliness of Cafe 
K. T abks are cleaned immediate~ 
ly after they are vacated. Tables 
are then immediately set to 
ensure that the next customers 
do not have to wait. The waiters 
and waitresses are friendly and 
efficient. They responded in a 
friendly manner to the myriad of 
questions we asked, and always 
smiled. Never will you hear: "I 
have way more important people 
to deal with, people who Will 
leave a bigger tip than_ you college 
students." 

The staff is truly wonderful 
with birthday parties. ·They go . 
all out, from singing at the top of 
their Israeli lungs, "Chappy 
Birthday,?' to taking pictures and 
presenting cakes with funky 
sparkly candles . 

The best part of the menu is 
the dessert. While in Israel for 
the year, my frien~ and I tried 
every restaurant with hot choco~ 
late cake from Cafe Rimon on 
Ben Yehudah to Aproro in the 
mall. Our discerning pala.tes 
experienced every hot chocolate 
cake in the couni:ry. Cafe K's hot 
chocolate cake definitely ranks 
among the _best. Served with 

two scoops of ice cream, flavors 
of your choice, the cake is heated 

. so that it is soft, and the hot 
chocolate sauce delicately flows 
the moment you take the first 
bite. As my friend said, "it is 
ma'ain olam habah," (like the 
World to Come). If you request 
it, they will add loads of extra 
whip cream and chocolate syrup 
at no extra charge. They also 

·brought extra spoons to the table 
because they know that once one 
pers.on orders it,. everyone will 
wan~ a. taste. This is not the only 
delectable goody on the dessert 
menu. Ther~ are many pies, 
everything from apple· to pecan, 
as well as tiramisu and, of course, 
an assortment of cheesecakes. 
They also make fresh fruit drinks 
and the cappuccinos-come with a 
message written out in caramel 
on top of the foamed milk. Try a 
delicious fat free muffin t0 take 
for the road. 

I give this restaurant five 
stars and two major thumbs up! 
Hours: 7am~il pm 

Phone: (212) 688~537:3 
Cafe K delivers and does 

catering for all your special occa~ 
sions. 

Tune in next month for more 
of Bon' Appetit: A Restaurant 
Review. 
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ARTS & CULTURE 

Dancing About Architect_ure: 
Matisyahu, Superstar 

"Writing about music is like dancing about architecture - it's 
a really stupid thing to want to do. !' 

· -Eluis Costello 

By Esther. Lam 

I had q dream last night. 
I dreamt of Jews from different 

walks of life, }Vho came together in 
song and dance. 

Both men and women, children 
and adults, kipa-clad and barehead;d 
males extended their arms to a stage 
on .which an individual stood. The . 
diverse nation immersed themselves in 
the singer's redemptive rhyth~ as he 
beat-boxed; rapped and chanted about 
godliness and repentance. They all 
·sang along, mouthed each . word and 
softly jumped in unison.' Together, · 
despite their differences, they joined 
together in one room to celebrate the 
talents of one of their own. · 

A day commemorated by 
Christians as the day of Jesus' 
birth. seems to be a call to Jews 
·throughout the tri-state area to 
swa·rm . the streets of 
Manhattan. With few business
es in operation, and many ·Work~ 
places granting their employees 
extended weekends or vacation, 
December 25th often leaves 
many Jews with few recreation
al activjties available to them. 

Yet on this year's holiday, a 
large crowd stood outside of 
B.B. King Live, located in the 
heart of Times Square. 
Matisyahu, the Chasidic rapper 
and reggae singer, was sched
uled to perform on Christmas 
night but, to my surprise, the 
tic;kets were sold out hours 
before his scheduled perform
ance. Countless youngsters 
waited in the frigid wind, hop
ing to enter-the club that pro
vided a lively social scene' and a 
slice of rare musical entertain
ment. I assumed that the show's 
popularity was the result of 
masses of Modern Orthodox 
·teenagers with a lot of time on 
.their hands, as well as the 
appeal of a bar serving rebel
liousness by the bottle. 

Upon entering the crowded 
room, I realized just how wrong 
my assumptions were. The 
event had brought together 
Jews from all walks of life. There 
was a spectrum that ranged 
from non-orthodox, · middle
aged coupies to Lubavitch 
Chasidim, and included · almost 
everything ill between. Once the 
opening band had completed 
their set, the adolescent girls 
arid boys swarmed to the bar 
like moths to a light bulb. They 
drank, socialized, pushed and 
danced to nonexistent music. 
But when Matisyahu and his 
band finally graced the stage, all · 
the mayhem ceased. With the 
sound of his melodic chanting, 
most of them approached ·the 
main floor, and many formeq an 
all-male. moshpit. Their lips 
mouthed lyrics ·about Hashem, 
Moshiach and the Yctzer Hara as 
the bearded Matisyahu, dressed 
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Matisyahu in concert at B.B. King 
in a suit and hat, belted out the not merely cure the boredom for 
inspiring raps. the participants. These people 

Matisyahu Miller, once were true fans. Besides knowing 
known as Matthew Miller, is a the words to each· song, niany 
24 year-old Lubavitch Chassid audience members held copies 
who lives in Crown Heights; of Matisyahu's album, _ "Shake 
Brooklyn. Growing up in White Off the Dust, Arise." Standing 
Plains, New York, Miller lis- next to me was :ot woman who 
tened to The Grateful Dead, came all the way from 
Phish, Bob Marley and other Massachusetts. Covering her 
musicians that preached peace, hair with a bl~ck newsboy cap, 
love and serenity. Seated at the much like the band-members on 
back of his Hebrew school Class- stage, the woman said that she 
room, the dreadlocked Miller viewed most Jewish music as 
beat-boxed his way to near- "crap,". but after purchasing the 
expulsion from,school. Matisyahu album she "fell in 

Soon, reggae music began to love." "I'm always with my kids 
teach the hippie teenager what in· the car," she said, "now 
no rabbi could ever acco:m:plish. ·Matisyahu is the only t~g I lis
Through the use of many Old ten to." As her face beamed 
Testament narratives, Marley's toward Matisyahu's singing, her 
lyrics spoke to Miller, and the husband, dressed in full 
Jamaican melodies opened his Chasidic garb, dozed off behind 
eyes to his Jewish roots. her. 
"Growin_g up, not feeling such a Matisyahu's voice and per
strong connection to my forming abilities are impressive, 
Judaism, I started to connect to andhe truly captivates his audi
my Judaism through reggae ence. After hearing him, I can 
music, in a weird way," he said say that his popularity should 
in an interview on NPR radio, not baffle anyone. Th~:mgh the 
"Hebrew school ... didn't have idea o£ a Chasidic reggae singer: 
that essential quality to it. . may seem laughable to many, 
Reggae music seemed ... so real, Matisyahu proves that a life 
yet it was saying Jewish things." steeped in Torah and mysticism 

Miller followed Phish on is not necessarily antithetical to 
their national tour, spending a style that possesses both 
time contemplating inspiration strong ethnic themes and 
in Colorado and later in Israel. sounds -that border on niggun 
In an attempt to level their con- (hymns). Matisyahu uses both 
fused son, Miller's parents sent aspects to describe his personal 
h:lm to wilderness school in struggles with religion, as well 
Oregon, where he further · as preach strong messages to 
explored the beat-boxing scene. the younger Jewish generation. 
His interest in hip-hop and reg- In addition to his irp.pressive tal
gae continued in college at The ent, Matisyahu has added a 
New School in New York City sense of vitality and originality 
where he studied music and to an often banal and pre
drama. After attending services dictable modern Jewish music 
at the spiritually inspiring scene. Matisyahu not only 
Carlebach Shul, Miller became a accomplishes the feat of attract
full-fledged Ba'al Teshuva at a ing an audience ofsuch a wide 
Lubavich yeshiva in Crown range of fans, but also brings 
Heights, which he currently hope to the future of Jewish 
attends. 

As I looked around the 
room, I saw that this concert did 

music. 
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Nonsense Wakes Up the Brain Cells 
Dr. _ Seuss at the Children's Museum of Manhattan 

By Reena Mittelman 

Anyone who has grown up 
reading Dr. Seuss books remem~ . 
bers the enchantment of his sim~ 

ple but creative journeys into 
fantastic worlds of possibility: 

"Oh the places you'llgo! 
You'll be on your way up 

You'll be seeing great sights! 
You 'II jq!n the high fliers 

who soar to high heights." 

:Tl).e ,;Oh, Seuss! Off to Great 
Places" exhibit, located on the 
first floor of the Children's 
Museum of Manhattan, captures 
the essence of these magicallin~s 
from Seuss' _book ···oh, the Places 
You'll Go" (1990). Based on 
themes from this book and other 
Seuss classics, the interactive 
exhibition accomplishes it_s goal 
of inspiring children to see their 
world in new ways by sending, as 
the-website says, "children and 
families off on a journey to 
accomplish feats only possible in 
a Seussian world." 

Visitors walking into the 
exhibit room are likely to feel like 
they have stepped into a page of a 
Dr. Seuss book The room is cov~ 
ered in colorful scenes and 
quotes from Dr. Seuss' books, and 
his trademark creatures greet vis~ 
itors at every corner. ·It took 
nearly 70 people to create the Dr. 
Seuss exhibit, including costume 
designers from FIT arid .many 
scenic artists and fabricators. 

With its child-sized door
ways, big open plai areas, color
ful buttons and games, the e:xhib~ 
it is clearly geared toward very 
young children. However, it is 
designed to cater to families as 
well, and contains differep.t 
activities appropriate for chil~ 

dren up to about five years old. baiancing on a stack of balls or 
In a special early~childhood area acrobats hanging from a tr?peze 
designed for the museum's through the art of trick photogra
younges.t visitors, children can phy. On the "graffiti wall," chil
race eggs down Hortpn's slide, sit dren can create it· sound and pic~ 
in ~a . play nest, climb into the "ture story that they can then post 
~reen Eggs and Ham train and online (www.graffitiwall.com/ 
car, and-play rhyming games in a cmom) or send to theidriends as 
Green Eggs and Ham boat. This an e~poswird. Using flashing 
mlni play · area, filled with slides. lights, bright colors and tec~ol~ 
and padded toy ·cars, appears to ogy, the exhibit appeals to kids 
be ·a favorite with .th~ toddler whlle maintaining· the simplicity 
c~ow~, , wlple vi,deo .game style and quality of Dr. · Seuss' work 
balloon races are more popular like Dr. Seuss' books, the differ~ 
with the' older childr~n. Children · ent sections of the exhibit pro~ 
will'. aiso· h;v.e fun· building the rriote language skills and encour~ 

· g~ant .. : w~irlfng · . . · s · · -· 
:;;::~~:="Ia'~~: ..-.~ , ~ · evss 
miglity. ·Borfin and : , • ... ·· · - ---
playing iri the- mir~ -· , . : · 
rcmed· dress~up area, 
where they can ·pre~ 

tend to be their 
favorite Seussian char~ 
acters. 

It should be 
noted, however, that 
the exhibit is more 
than a glorified jungle . 
gym. "Nonsense 
wakes up the brain cells," wrote 
Dr. Seuss: One of the most 
impressive features of the exhibit 
is that it epitomizes the creativi~ 
ty and thought that Dr. Seuss put 
into the development of his 
series. In the reading corner, 
children can sit on a Dr. Seuss~ 
themed bench and read the book 
on which the exhibit is based. In 
an imaginative twist; children 
can see themselves projected 
ontG a screen with letters falling 
behind them in the background 
and forming lines from Dr. Seuss' 
books. In the Circus.McGurkus 
play area, children who lie on the 
floor and watch their images 
appear on a camera screen can 
pretend that they are jugglers 

age children to use tlieir creativi~ 
ty and. imaginations, take adven~ 
tures and develop such skills that 
will help children in different 
aspects of life. 

Beyond the playground 
activities and games, the exhibit 
contains ·an area that . contains 
biographical information about 
Dr. Seuss (Theodor Seuss 
Geisel), with large pictures of the 
author, models he made for some 
of his characters, and samples of 
original manuscripts and sketch~ 

es for his illustrated books. 
Many adults co1;1ld be seen taking 
a moment to peruse a wall con
taining explanations of some of 
Dr. Seuss' most popular books. 
Did you know, for example, that 

Found: SCW Talent, Wanted: Working 
Microphones and Real Props 

By Dodi~ Lee Hecht 

One thing is certain: 
"Showcase 2004" succeeded in 
showing the sew student body 
exactly what it had set out to 
reveal - · there is real talent 
among them. Each of the per~ 
formers threw themselves into 
the parts they were given and 
some even offered Broadway~ 
worthy performances. However, 
Showcase also let the audience 
in ori. another, less pleasant 
secret- talent can only go -so far. 

Granted, SCDS is not as 
well established as its counter~ 
part uptown but one would 
imagine that this would imply 
that the younger dramatic socie~ 
ty would have the newer, and 
therefore better, technology. In 
·actuality, it seems that the 
opposite is the case. So, it is 
important . to bear in mind that 
the vocalists were forced to con~ 

tend with faulty microphones 
and auditorium~styie acoustics, 
that the dancers performed on a 
stage that was not actually 
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meant for dancing, and that the 
ac;tors made use of props and 
costumes which were most like~ 
ly gathered together by the 
actors themselves. 

Still, tirade aside, what real~ 
ly stood out during Showcase 
were not the details of what 
went wrong. While. the morning 
after demands that we reflect 
upon what must be improved so 
that SCDS .:an reach its poten~ 
tial, that night the buzz was all 
about the talent. And so it 
should be because these girls 
~ertainly had an overflow of it. - -

In truth, the performances 
were all so spectacular that it is 
difficult to single out the most 
fantastic acts or most gifted per~ 
formers. Everyone who partici~ 

pated· in Showcase deserved all 
the cheers she received, and then 
some. However, the final three 
scenes of Act I as weU as the 
"African Rhythms" dance and 
the rendition of "Shema Yisrael" 
in Act II deserve special note. 
The performers in th~se musical 
and. dance numb~rs were espe~ 

dally impressive and one hopes 

th_at this will not. be their only 
time on stage. Particular note 
must be given to Naty Gabbay, 
who performed all original 
songs which she wrote, and to 
Adena Kozak, who was the head 
choreographer and i~pressively 
performed a.cross all three gen~ 
res: musical, dance and drama. 

Of the dramatic perform~ 
ances, the highlight was "The 
Philadelphia," by David Ive~. 
Although, it can easily be argued 
that Elianp. Rudolph's Puck, 
though not technically a full .act, 
most easily stole the audience's 
full attention each time slie 
came on stage. 

"Showcase 2004" was con~ 

.:eived of and directed by 
Rudolph. All profits from the, 
even~ are being· donated to two 
causes: Magen David Adorn, the 
Israeli Emergency Ambulance 
service, and Sharsheret, an 
organization which links Jewish 
women who suffer-from breast 
cancer with similar womeJ;J. who . 
surviveQ. the disease. 
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the story · of "Yertle the Turtle," ·certainly become an all~day trip. 
written after World War II, was Several restaurants are located 
modeled on the rise of Adolph nearby, and the museum gift 
Hitler and was a critique of shop has an excellent selection of 
power~hungry national · leaders? :cute souverP.rs, ·toys ~d stuffed 
Many of Seuss' books were writ; animals based· on the museum's 
ten as commentaries on world exhibits. Visitors can buy puz
events, . and all deal with· social zles and games, and of course, Dr. 
and political conc~rns such as~ Seuss books. · 
prejudice, ("The Sneetches"), the In addition, for students 
environment ("The Lorax"); and studying early education, psy
the nuclear arms. race ·("The chology .or child development, 
Butter Battle Book"): "Althou'gh the ~hildrei1's.Museum would be 
toddlers will certainly be more an interesting place to visit or 
interest~d in playing than in observe children at play. From 
understanding the. inspirations activities utilizing basic . motor 

for Seuss' creative skills such as building and climb~ 
process, the ' exhibit ·· ing· to more advanced activities 
nevertheless ti ies to : s{ich as working on the comput~ 
imbue children~ ·with a er, the exhibit successfully tar~ 
sense of the values gets the skills and interests of 
encouraged· by Seuss' cliildten of different ages. . 
books. Signs containing The Children's Museum has 
tips for parents encour~ a variety of u;_ternsbip opportuni~ 
age them to read to ties available for college and 
their kids ·and after~ graduate students in all of its 
wards to discuss what departments. For more inforilla~ 
they have read. Amid tion, visit www.cmom.org/about 
the . squeals and laugh~ /Internships%202004.pdf. 
ter of children running The Dr. Seuss exhibit intro~ 
around between the duces children in an eXciting and 

activities· were discernable innovative way to Dr. Seuss' mag~ 

sounds of parents talking with ical and surprising world of fun. 
their kids about their favorite ·Dr. Although sev.eral of the buttons 
Seuss books. operating the activities were bro-

For babysitters of · young ken and some of the computer 
children, the Museum. can be a activities seemed a little too con- · 
great place to spend the d?Y· Five fusing for children, overall the 
floors of interactive fun and edu~ exhibit was clean .and creative, 
cational exhibits are currently and provided a fun, comfortable, 
featuring Dr. Seuss and _Dora the familiar environment for chil~ 

Explorer for younger kids, as well dren. And with Dr: Seuss, what's 
as more advanced exhibits based not to love? 
on the Ms. Frizzle book series "Oh, Seuss! Off to Great 
and interactive technology for Places" will ruri through· 
older children, featuring comput~ September 2005. 
er games, digital photography For more information about 
and installation art. Children will the Children's Museum and cur< 
probably spend no more than an rent progrm:p.s, visit 
hour in the Dr. Seuss exhibit, but . www.cmom.org 
visits to all the exhibits could 
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YU Students Align With 
L'man Achai to Raise 

Money for Israel 

Israel Club Activities Continue in Israel 
During Winter Break· 

By Mel odie Balarsky 
trate fundraising projects at the 
students' schools. Guest. speak/ 
ers included Rabbi Sacks and 

The newest campaign for RabbiT aragin from Gush Etzion. 
L'manAchai (For the Sake of Our · Hoping . to establish March 
Brothers), Feed Israel's Hurigry; 12/13, as "Shabbat L'man Achai," 

·began with its kick/off event on organizers . Will contact various 
Wednesday, February 9, in con/ synagogues throughout the 
junction with the Student United States and encourage 
Organization of Yeshiva (SOY) them to participate ill education/, 
Seforim Sale. Guest speakers al programming and fundrai~ing. 
Rabbi Meir Goldwicht . L'man A<;hai would like YU · · 
President Richard M. Joel, and ambassadpts t:o encourage thel.r 
Rosh Yeshiva of YU Rabbi respective: SY,P.agogl:l_~s tb get 
Hershel Schachter emphasi~ed involved. Representatives Will he . 
the importance of social activism, · in charge of t;t tzedakah (charity) 
praised students for drawing : box that will-be located at t~e 
attention to Israel's underprivi/ ·: synagogue, and . wi)l ensure 
leged, and acknowledged stu/· · L'man, Acal:ii will - receive its 

SCW Students Volunt~cr at Soup Kitchen . 

dent ability to affect social donations. . By Sarah Mataras,so and Malky 
change. "We hope to create Rebecca· Stone, Head of Rosenthal 
awareness beyond the sphere of L'man Achai public relations and 
the YU campus," stated program an SCW senior, encourages peo/ 
director and SCW senior Hindy . ple to participate. ""Volunteers 
Poupko. "Hopefully, the greater are needed to help publicize 
Jewish community will see the L'man Achai's campaign and 
need to get in_volved in this press/ assume· l~adership positions,'; 
ing cause." remarked Stone. "We really need 

YU students were motivated everyone's support to raise the 

. The Israel Club, in conjunc/ 
tion with the student councils, 
organized events and chesed 
activities for YU students on 
their break in Israel, entitling 
this effort, "Yeshiva University 
Gathers in Israel." More than 200 

to help Israel's impoverished hundreds of thousands of dollars YU students traveled to Israel for 
when The Jewish Week and 
Jerusalem Post reported that one 
in every five families and one in 
every three children in Israel live 
below the poverty line. 

YU graduate Reuvan Brand 
organized L'man Achai's first 
campaign in 2002 to help Israeli 
terror victims. Volunteers col/ 
lected money at the major 
Washington rally, collecting 
30,000 dollars in one day and 
eventually raising a total of 
50,000 dollars. Noticing a lack of 
financial assistance to Israel's 
poor, Brand refurbished L'man 
Achai to facilitate new programs. 

· The Max Stern: Division of 
Communal Services . (MSDCS) 
hosts weekly mishmar (learning) 
events, geared towards high 
school students. On February 10, 
L'man Achai used the mishmar • 
event as a venue to promote and 
engage students i~ their cause. 
The goal was to inspire students 
to become involved with the 
L'man Achai campaign, Feed 
Israel's Hungry, and to orches/ 
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we are hoping for." 
From February 27~30, L'man 

Achai delegates will attend the 
Spitzer Forum in Washington, 
D.C., Hillel's 'largest conference 
of student leaders. The forum 
addres~:>es issues concerning 
social justice, community service 
and politics. L'man Achai will set 
up a booth in order to spread 
awareness and-to help build pro
gramming on college campuses. 

On February . 20, L'man 
Achat will have· representatives 
at a YU Kollel Yom Rishon 
.Extravaganza, a weekly learning 
program that encourages Jewish 
men and boys to study .Torah. 

Money ·raised by L'man 
Ach~i will go to Hazon Yeshaya, 
Meir Panim and . Yad Eliezar, . 
three non-profit organizations · 
based in Israel. 

To volunteer ot to partici
pate in· L'man Achai activities e
mail: info@LmanAchaiYU .org. 
View the L'man Achai_website at 
LmanAchaiYU.org. 

winter break, and the YU Israel 
Club provided them with a·wide 
range of events. 

On January 18th, a group of 
about 15 students participq.ted in 
an informative session at the 
Nefesh B'Nefesh office in Givat 
Shaul. Nefesh B'Nefesh represen
tatives, along with YU graduates 
who have recently made aliyah, 
-spent three hours with the stu/ 
dents, providing all sort~ of prac
tical information on aliyah and 
answering questions from 
searching for a job to learning 
Hebrew in Ulpan. The session 
highlighted how the aliyah 
_process works, and the aid pro
vided by Nefesh B'Nefesh. At the 
end of the session, Rabbi Joshua 
Fass, foundet of Nefesh B'Nefesh · 
and a YU graduate, gave a short 

.dvar Torah explaining the impor
tance of aliyah. 

Directly from the Nefesh 
B'Nefesh session, buses shuttled 
students to a soup kitchen in· 
Jerusalem sponsored by L'Man 
Achai. L'Man Achai is a new 

. project created by YU students 
to alleviate the increasing p6ver/ 
ty. among Jewish families in 
Israel. Other YU students who 
had ·not attended the Nefesh 
B'Nefesh session were already 
W<?rking hard in other soup 
kitchens. The students were 
eager to ,help out, whetl;ter it was 
packing bo~es or ·l?eeling pota-
toes. 

Lt;tter that evening, some 150 
Yeshiva students gathered at the · 
Renaissance Hotel in Jerusalem 
for a gala dinner held to honor 
the Koby Mandell Foundation. 
Also in attendance were YU 
President Richard ) oel and· 
Minister for Jerusalem and 
Diaspora Affairs, . Natan 
Sharansky. Both Rabbi Seth and . 
Sherri Mandell spoke movingly 
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about the Koby Mandell 
Foundatimi which they founded 
in memory of their son Koby,. 
who was killed by terrorists near 
his T ekoah home. The founda/ 
tion also runs a camp each sum/ 
mer, and counselors from the 
camp attended the dinner and 

· sat at different tables' to work on 
a short activity with the crowd. 
A video presentation wa~ shoWn · 
and a counselor from · the camp 
spoke to the audience. The event 
was held not only to support the 
Koby Mandell Foundation, but 
also to allow YU students to 
understand th.e. situation in 
Israel, a11d . give students an 
opportunity to become ir].volved 
in organizations like the Koby 
Mandell Foundation that helps 
victims of terror. 

"We need•to remember that 
Israel is not just a stay at "the Dan 
Panorama hotel or fro~yo on Ben 
Yehuda," said Aliza Abrams, 
TAC President, who spoke at the · 
dinner. "Israel is our home and 
even if we aren't living there we 
need to always have our brothers 
and sisters on our mind." 

On Thursday January 20th, 
around 200 students were taken 
on a tour of Hebron and Rachel's 
Tomb. Regist:J;ation was filled 
before winter break even began, 
.but a few days before the .trip 
was scheduled to occur, an addi/ 
tional bus was ordered to accom/ 
modate the increased number of 
interested stUdents, as well as 
other non/ YU persons. Judith 
Gorelick/ Feldman, a sophomore 
at sew; felt very lucky to receive 
this "second chance" when she 
was originally told there was no 
additional space · ·for her. 

· "Throughout my whole year in: 
seminary, my parents had never 
given me permission to visit 
Hebron," Gorelick-Feldman 
commented. "When I told them 
that sew was organizing a tour, 
they said I could participate. The 
experience was extremely eye/ 
op.ening, helpi!lg me better 
understand the place of Hebron 
in biblical as well as ill modern 
Jewish history." 

The buses left from the Inbal 
Hot:el in Jerusalem at 10 AM., 
heading first: for Hebron. Upon 
arrival a guide led e~ch busload 

· of students in visitillg different 
sites such a,s the Hebron ceme/ 
tery, · the Beit Knesset L'Avraham, 
and the. Jewish Quarter. 
Although only 85 Jewish families 
currently live in Hebron proper, 
the wealth of history presented 
to the students allowed them to 
get a feel for what life in Hebron 
has meant throughout the ages, 
from the time of the Patriarchs to 
the present. Much to the dismay 
of the YU contingent, Mearat 
Hamachpel, Tomb of the 
Patriarchs, was closed due to a 
Muslim. holiday, a fact revealed 
to organizers of the ·trip only a 
day pefore the trip. The Tomb is 
open exclusivcly to the Arabs ten 
days of the year. (Consequently, 
the Jews receive ten· days when 
the site is reserved exclusively for 
their use). Nonetheless, the trip 
was ·not cancelled, and the stu~ 
dents were informed of the 
change only once they arrived in 
Hebron. Although many stu/ 
dents noisily expressed their dis/ 
sapointment, everyone seemed to 
enjoy the tour. 

Towards the middle of the 
day the group rested during a 
short ·lunch break, with soup, 
sandwiches and freshly-baked 
pizza available for purchase in a 
small local restaurant. 
Afterwards,. everyone joined 
together on the grassy area lying 
right in front of Mcarat 
Hamachpela, listening to the inspi
rational words of Rabbi Simcha · 
Hochbaum, who made Aliyah 
from the United States. With the 
sun sh.in.ing and the sky a pure 
blue, the students engaged in a 
meaningful and heartfelt Mincha 
prayer service in the area over/ 
looking the· burial site of the 
Patriarchs and Matriarchs, 
despite the Arab chantings that 
interrupted the service. 

After reloading the buses, 
the group headed towards its . 
second destination, the Tomb of 
Rachel. Although each bus only 
stopped at the Tomb for about 
half an hour, the students had 
time to recite Psalms, offer a per/ 
sonal prayer, or just experience 
something new. As the sun began 
to set and the day drew to a close, 
the exhausted but very satisfied 
group returned to Jerusalem, an 
appropriate place to end a day 

.spent visiting and learning about 
some of Israel's holiest sites. 

Following the visit to 
Hebron and the Tomb of Rachel, 
Rabbi Binny Eisner delivered a 
shiur at the OU Center. Although 
the shiur gathered only a handful 
of YU students, those in atten- . -
dance were pleased with the inti-

. i:naGy of the lecture. "Going to 
Israel for break is always , an. 
enjoyable experience," remarked 
Israel Club President Hindy 
Poupko. "But we all needed an 

' evening of Torat Eretz Yisrael to 

realize what Israel really means 
to us as Jewish people." 
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