
The Yeshiva University 

BSERVER 
Jevvish Community Mourns Poor Attendance 

Plagues Arts Festival Pope John Paul II 

By Ilana Levin 

Residents of 34th Street who 
consistently take note of the var~ 
ious colors that light up the 
Empire State Building nightly, 
and who understand the symbol~ 
ism e~ch color carries, surely 
noticed the darkness . on 
Thursday night, April 7. The 
funeral of Pope John Paul II was 
the exceptional circumstance 
that warranted the break from 

Macy's Blooms with Annual 
Flower Show 
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the building's usual illumination. 
As a pope who sought to improve 
interfaith relations and relieve 
tensions between Jews and 
Catholics, he was viewed as an 
exception to the history of the 
Vatican City; however, many 
Jews still remember the pope 
with mixed feelings. 

· The 84~year~old pope died 
-the night of April 2 after a 26~ 
year reign of the Catholic Church 
and a decade~iong struggle with 
Parkinson's disease. Over one bil~ 

Yeshiva Hosts Sarachek 
Tournament 
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lion Roman Catholics are moum:
ing the death of their religious 
leader, and many non~Catholics 
and non~Christians have joined 
in memorializilig this world fig~ 
ure. 

Pope John Paul II was the 
first Polish pope in history, and 
the first non~Italian pope to be 
elected in over 450 years. John 
Paul II, originally named Karol 
W ojtyla, used an increasingly 
technological world to expand 
the reach of the Church and to 
spread his central message of the 
value of human rights. 
Accordingly, he was also the 
mosHraveled pope, visiting 129 
countries over the course of 104 
trips. In many ways he succeeded 
in sharing his message, evidenced 
by the growth of the Catholic 
population in Latin America and 
Africa, and by the fall of commu~ 
nism in Eastern Europe, which 
world leaders attribute in part to 

continued on page 6 
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By Shifra Bronstein 

Despite the annual Arts 
Festival's wide range of educa~ 
tional and entertaining ·opportu~ 

nities, it suffered this year from 
poor student attendance and a 
lack of commitment from the 
administration. Many of the 
Festival's organizers were frus~ 
trated by the dearth of student 
participation, including sew 
junior and Arts Festival organiz~ 
er, Yael Dubrovsky. "Attendance 
was absolutely miserable," she 
stated. "I realize that the Arts 
Festival has never been a priority, 
but it was a shame since we were 
so ambitious this year." 

A two~week long event, the 
Festival presumes to encourage 
student celebration of the per~ 
forming arts, :Including painting, 
literature · and drama. Dean 
Norman Adler initiated the pro~ 

gram six years ago in an effort to 

educate Yeshiva students from 
both the Will and Beren campus
es about diverse art forms, and to 
allow students the opportunity 
to create and display their own 
art. The Arts Festival agenda 
included a broad range of activi~ 
ties, like a field trip to Brooklyn's 
Urban School of Glass, a live con~ 
cert featuring Midnight Remedy 
and a Shabbaton with Jewish 
artists. The unique program~ 
ming, however, still did not sue~ 
ceed . in drawing crowds from 
SCW or YC campuses. 

The lack of attendance at 
some of these events can not be ' 
attributed to a scarcity of adver~ 
rising. Any SCW or YC student 
would have noticed the many 
fliers, e~mails and posters con~ 
taining information about the 
Festival that urged student sub~ 
missions. Aaron Roller, a senior 

continued on page 7 

Dunkin' Donuts: A Question 
of Kashrut 

By Shoshana Fruchter 

Much to the delight of the 
Orthodox community of 
Midtown Manhattan, primarily 
composed of women from Stem 
College, a new eatery has opened 
on 34th Street between Park and 
Madison A venues. Stationed 
directly GJ.Cross the street from 
Brookdale Residence Hall, this 
24~hour Dunkin' Donuts Baskin 
Robbins achieved immediate 
popularity. 

"It's so hard to be Jrum here," 
complained one YC student to 
his friend, a Stem student, ·as he 
searched for a place in the 
Dunkin' Donuts to . wash his 
hands before eating -his newly~ 
purchased bagel. His sentiment 
about the conflict between the 
store's configuration and his reli~ 
gious observance struck a famil~ 
iar chord- but his problem was 
quickly resolved by a helpful 
employee who handed him a cup 

sew 
Happenings 
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Dunkin' Donuts opi:ns across from Brookdale Hall 

of water. and beverages are kosher. At the 
The store's front window bottom of the printed document, 

bears a certificate from Nei: 
T amid K, a private kashrut organ~ 
ization, which testifies "we have 
inspected" the ingredients · and· 
production facilities of Dunkin" · 
Donuts at the above address (51 
East 34th) and only the follow~ · 
ing are Kosher under our 
Orthodox supervision." The list 
specifies that all doughnuts, 
English muffins, croissants, 
French rolls, bagels, ice creams 

Aqueduct Strikes a Chord 
· with "I-Sold Gold" 
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under the signature of the mash~ 
giach, an attempt to support and 
context:Ualize the· approval is 
scribbled in pen: "Smicha~ Rav 
Moshe Feinstein . z"l, Member~ 
Rabbfuical Alliance of America." 

Baskin Robbins ice cream is 
nationally certified kosher by the 
Vaad Hakashrut of 
Massachusetts, save a number of 
specific, mostly marshmallow~ 

SCW to Renovate Brookdale 
Lounge 
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Esther Flaschner-Berko 
Editor-in-Chief 

Recently, the students of 
Stern College were privileged to 
host a visit from Harav Aharon 
Lichtenstein, shlita. Rav 
Lichtenstein, one of our genera
tion's most prominent rabbinical 
figures, delivered a shiur to stu
dents in an overflowing Koch 
auditorium. Afterwards, Rav 
Lichtenstein gave an advanced 
Gemarah shiur to Stern's 
Graduate Program in Advanced 
Talmudic Studies. 

Rav Lichtenstein's visit, and 
particularly his continuing readi
ness to teach advanced Talmud 
to women, sends a strong mes
sage about the value of women's 
Judaic studies. Rav lichtenstein 
sent a compilation of sources for 
the women to prepare ahead of 
his arrival, sources that demand
ed hours of analysis and explica
tion. For a rabbi of Rav 
Lichtenstein's status to so mat
ter-of-factly engage female 
Talmudic scholars is unfortu
nately not to be taken for grant
ed. His arrival was clearly an 
exhilarating event in Stern 
College, and a great boost to our 
continued Torah learning. 

Regrettably, this wonderful 
appreciation for women's Torah 
seems sorely lacking in SCW's 
very own Beit Midrash. In a 
small corner of the sixth floor in 
245 Lexington, the Beit Midrash 
holds just 12 tables, and a total of 
48 seats. Clearly not meant to 
accommodate SCW's population 
of over 1000 students, such a pal
try offering is embarrassing and 
downright insulting. Do admin
istrators expect that only 48 of 
us, including the graduate 
Talmud students, would like to 
learn Torah? 

To be fair, the Beren Campus 
is severely limited in space due to 
the high price of real estate in the 
area. But one would hope that a 
university that emblazons "Torah 
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Umadda" would consider the 
"Torah" a priqrity . . (After all, we 
do have a 2 million-dollar cafete
ria.) Specifically, students have 
suggested the ingenious solution 
of turning the now-empty Koch 
auditorium into a beautiful new 
Beit Midrash. 

sew is to be commended for 
converting rooms in 
Schottenstein and Brookdale res-. 
idence halls to Batei Midrash, 
offering students the opportuni
ty to learn in an intimate environ
ment in the comfort of their 
dorms. While such options are 
convenient and appreciated, they 
cannot replace a central, lively, 
bustling Beit Midrash. 

A main Beit Midrash 
becomes more than just tables, 
chairs and books. It morphs into 
an independent entity that trans
forms those who enter the room. 
It is a central force in the school 
that carries a weight greater than 
the area demarcated by its four 
walls. In a real Beit Midrash, stu
dents who frequent the place 
have a "makom kavuah," a perma
nent seat, where they keep their 
personal seforim and study regu
larly. They "own" a piece of the 
Beit Midrash, helping to build, 
shape, and contribute to the 
experience as part of a collective 
body of Torah students. I know 
men uptown who have this expe
rience daily, and quite frankly, I 
don't understand why I'm 
deprived of it. 

Even thought SCW does not 
offer the same framework of 
Torah classes available uptown 
(the ability to take a full morning 
shiur for no credit), our Judaic 
studies classes r~quire the same 
intense preparation. Whether or 
not one argues that sew should 
switch to the sort of Judaic stud
ies program uptown, which I 
personally favor, one can certain
ly not deny that the women of 
Yeshiva University are deserving 
of the same Judaic resources 
available to their male counter
parts. 

Our Beit Midrash is 
cramped, stuffy and overpopulat
ed. There are numerous times in 
a typical day when the room is 
filled to capacity, with not one 
seat remaining. I've actually seen 
students sitting on the floor. 
Imagine how many more stu
dents a thriving, welcoming hall 
of study would attract. 

Rebecca Rosenberg 
Editor-in-Chief 

In the Observer's lead 
article about the Arts Festi~al, 
the organizers said that many 
sew students are ap.athetic 
toward the arts. And some stu
dents and faculty have suggested 
this apathy is an epidemic, not 
just seen in the arts arena, but 
also in a lack of participation in 
campus life. Personally, I think a 
large part of the problem with 
attendance problems at the Arts 
Festival events had more to do 
with scheduling. Just this past 

Wednesday, April 12th, three 
events were scheduled on the 
same night: a choral ensemble, a 
Holocaust lecturer and an Arts 
Festival Poetry and Prose night. 
N;:tturally, this makes it difficult 
for each event to draw significant 
crowds. In fa~t, I would argue 
that the presence of so many 
events suggests that not only are 
students not apathetic, but they 
are actually extremely involved. 

SCWSC President Molly 
Fink believes the dearth of stu
dents has more to do with a lack 
of communication and poor 
organization on a scheduling 
level. 'Thank G-d we have so 
many events at Stern this year," 
she said. "But they need to be 
better organized with each other 
so as not to overlap so much on 
both campuses. The problem 
with attendance often has to do 
with other events scheduled the 
same night. Sometimes there are 
as many as four or five." 

Molly raised another issue 
that compounds the difficulty of 
scheduling events. We only have 
class Monday through Friday 
and largely due to the mass 
Shabbat exodus, Thursday night 
is considered an undesirable time 
slot for events. Mondays also 
tend to have poor student partic
ipation. This leaves event coor
dinators concentrating programs 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
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Are sew 
Students 

.Really 
Apathetic? ·· 

which results in fewer students 
at each event. 

The creation of a readily 
accessible calendar for both cam
puses could help alleviate this 
problem. Event coordinators 
could consult the calendar to 
avoid scheduling their programs 
on nights densely reserved. It 
could also be helpful if the num
ber of events per night were lim
ited, leaving more of the student 
population available to attend. 

I remember my first year at 
Stern when there were vastly 
fewer events and student leaders. 
This year, SCW even has an 
Animal Rights Club and an envi
ronmental club. In addition, 
many of the student leaders · 
aren't only cominitted to their 
field interest, but have been 
active in other on-campus caus
es. For instance, Fink and Israel 
Club President Hindy Poupko 
have united with other · student 
leaders to coordinate a major 
rally protesting genocide in 
Sudan. Not only does it encour
age sew participation but also 
students of other universities. 

This concern about poor 
attendance is not unique to 
SCW. President Richard Joel 
has mentioned in several of his 
speeches that apathy was the 
most common complaint he 
heard while visiting college cam
puses as former Hillel president. 
Though poor attendance at 
events is troubling, it is not nec
essarily a symptom of student 
apathy. 

. Personally, I'm extremely 
proud of the dedication and com
mitment of SCW's studen~ body 
leadership which is a reflection 
of the student body itself. 

PAGE 2 



THE OBSERVER 

Hello Everyone, 
What an exciting last few 

weeks we have had at Stern 
College. The Yachad Shabbaton a 
few weeks ago, which actually 
seems like a year ago, was an 
amazing success. With over 200 
people, and an amazing Blue 
Fringe concert . on Saturday 
night, I was on a high for weeks. 
Or at least until Purim which 
was equally as amazing but in a 
different way, as I stood in 
W eisburg Commons amongst 
women from all over the place, 
and I was floored. I was over
come by the scene, I really saw 
that night that Yeshiva 
Umversity is a universal place for 
women from all over and of all 
ages to gather on Purim. It really 
is a special thing because there 
are not usually so many "kosher" 
places for people to hang out on 
Purim, but TAC supplied that 
environment... what a fiesta it 

was. I would like to give a shout 
out to TAC for all of their hard 
work- Riva Preil, Chavie 
Shwartzbard and J en Shulman 
thanks so much. I would also 
like to thank all of the volunteers 
who came and helped out
Chanie Brandsdorfer, Yafit 
Vaanunu, Malka Sadoff, Joe, and 
Sammy, we couldn't have done it 
without you guys. Lastly, I would 
like to thank SOY for all of their 
help, Shmulik, Netanel, and Yoel, 
Qona got married that week) you 
guys were great. The most recent 
extremely exciting event we had 
was having HaRav Aharon 
Lichtenstein speak last week. I 
really hope everyone enjoyed and 
recognized the zechut it was to 
hear the Torah of such a Gadol 
righ~ here in Stern. 

Now I would like to switch 
gears and discuss something that 
has been bo-thering me for the 
last few days. The elections. Why 
is it that aside from a handful of 
positions, everyone ran unop, 
posed? Why weren't any of the 
Presidents opposed? Don't peo
ple care about what goes on in 
Stern College? Now not everyone 
in the school needs to run for a 
position, and not eyeryone 
should feel like they have to run, 
but there should have been a lit
tle more interest. Many times 
people come to me with their 
thoughts and ideas, not to men, 
tion complaints. I am no different 
than any of you, but I manage to 

usually ·fulfill your requests or 
poillt you in the right..direction. 
So many of you who come to me 
would make amazing hoard 
members, so why don't you run? 
Don't just complain, get active, 
make a difference! This is our 
school, and we have the ability to 
do whatever we want (within 
reason obviously). 

At the beginning of the 
school year, the office of the Dean 
put up a sign asking for students 
to get involved. It asked students 
just to give in suggestions of how 
to better the academic aspects of 

· school. How many of ·you have 
issues with certain classes? How 
many of you want to change cer
tain requirements? How many of 
you responded to that sign? Ok , 
academics, the Deans office, that 
can be intimidating. Perhaps I 
should give a less intimidating 
example. I can't even begin to tell 
you how many times I have had 
the following conversation: !'Are 
you Aliza Abrams- T AC 
President?" To which I reply 
"Yes" excitedly expecting this 
person to express · their interest 
in getting involved. But to my 
dismay they proceed to complain 
about the food . in the cafeteria. 
Now to begin with there is a food 
committee somewhere in this 
school. Secondly Mr. Singer who 
is a very nice man is the manager 
of Food Services. Talk to him this 
is his job, he always listens to me 
and tries his best to accommo, 

date my requests. It is just as easy 
for you to go to him as it is for me. 
This is just a small way to take 
control of your Stern College 
experience. 

As I mentioned before not 
everyone should be running for a 
position on a board in order to 
get active. There are many other 
ways to get involved. There are 
committees for everything, rang
ing from Animal Rights to the 
Metropolitan Experience. Even 
just attending programs and 
activities is a form of involve, 
ment. Don't automatically delete 
emails that come through your 
Ymail, open them you· never 
know what you might read 
about. 

I am available to talk to any
one who is interested in taking 
an active role in Stern but is not 
sure how. I would like to con
gratulate all of the new board 
members and wish you all much 
Hatzlacha in your new positions. 
As the President of TAC as well 
as someone who is a student just 
like all of you, I ask you not to 
simply experience college, but 
create your college experience. 
Lastly I would like to wish every
one a Chag Kosher Visameach, 

Aliza 

By Shoshana Fruchter and Esther Genuth 

Cruising Through Passover 

scwsc President 

Mazal to Deena Hassan and 
the all the student council presi
dents and their boards. 

·Have a healthy 
aJ?-d happy 

Pesach! 

Is going on a cruise a way to celebrate Pe:Sach? 
Pesach vacation, as its name indicates, should be a vacation. The holiday, with 

its strict halakhic dietary guidelines, yields eight long days of dosed schools for 
children and often no work for parer:tts. Since many families are rarely able to 
spend quality time together, Pesach is recognized as a unique opportunity to do so. 
A significant number of parents 'have rightfully reasoned that a family "getaway" is 
a perfect way to celebrate the Pesach holiday. 

Pesach "Kosher Tours" range in theme from, "A Magical Passover" at the Walt 
Disney World Resort to "Kosherica Cruises" starring such Jewish musical cclebri
ties as Mordechai Ben David and Cantor Benzion Miller. With a slew of facilities 
from golf courses to Israeli dance classes and religious activities, including minyan
im (prayer services) and daily shiurim (Torah lectures), Pesach at a resort offers a 
:qmch,needed breath of fresh air· to the entire family, which enhances the holiday. 

Some families travel yet further, leaving America's East Coast for a brief visit 
to various European countries. Trips to Europe afford travelers the great opportu, 
nity of bringing the past to life, by site-seeing and studying ancient Jewish land, 

\. 
marks in person, rather than merely acknowledging their former existence by 
reading about them. 

Pesach traveling, however, transcends even the virtue of studying the past by 
creating a meaningful present. Exposing oneself to different peoples, traditions 
and cultures is an important part of personal growth, and families who are able to 
take advantage of this enlightening experience are extremely fortunate. "I went to 
Spain one year and it was really refreshing to see Jews in such a different way; Jews 
from all over Europe: Switzerland, Belgium, France ... " reflected one SCW junior. 
What better way to celebrate the creation of a Jewish nation than by uniting with 
Jews of other countries and sharing that celebration? 

In addition to the educational experiences, traveling for the entire Pes<J.ch hol
iday affords a family the luxury of not having to clean so strenuously before leav, 
ing - a welcome relief to any parent of multiple children. Additionally, whoever 
prepares the food for the holiday now has ' the opportunity to relax since food is 
part and parcel of the trip's price. Going away for Pesach is clearly a wonderful 
option for the entire family. 

I 

As we .commemorate the exodus from Egypt each year there is a simultaneous 
exodus from Jewish communities at large. This trend of spending the Pesach holiday 
on a luxury cruise or hotel, though seemingly enjoyable, weakens the ambiance and 
purpose of the holiday. The Jews'· first breath of freedom was anything but a tropical 
drink beside a swimming pool. · 

While many appreciate the luxuries of gourmet meals, the extravagant nature of 
Pesach on a cruise is not in the spirit of the holiday. These Pesach getaways are more 
often social events in which principal parts of the Pesach holiday become secondary. 
Seders are often conducted in large dining rooms in which it is difficult to hear the 
words of one's seder participants. In these situations it is especially easy for children, 
cen,tral members of the seder, to lose both focus and concentration. 

Furthermore, there exists among the hotel and cruise "scene" an additional pres
sure to outwardly display wealth and status. "I haven't even started to buy clothes 
yet; I go to a hotel, and everybody changes constantly," commented one SCW stu
dent regarding the common Pesach custom of changing outfits throughout the day. 
It's somewhat ironic that our celebration of freedom from tyranny has morphed into 
an enslavement to the latest" fashion trends. 

A few SCW students made a distinction regarding the location of the hotel or 
vacation site. "I understand going to Israel for Pesach because there is an inherent · 
connection between Israel and Pesach, but I don't understand what the connection 
is to the Caribbean or any other exotic country," stated A viva Horowitz, SCW jun
ior. "Wouldn't it be better to be home with the family?" 

Pesach is a holiday about freedom and identity, about nationhood and exodus. 
These concepts demand serious thought and careful preparation, and Pesach serves 
as a vehicle for such learning and .introspection. There is simply a skewed perspec, 
tive of the Pesach holiday when "inspiring lectur~s" are advertised right beside u:trop
ical gardens nestled between fish-filled ponds and filled with rare peacocks." 
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The collective SCW reaction 
following the article published in 
the March edition of The 
Commentator can be categorized 
only as outrage. This fabricated 
opinion piece was inconsistent 
with a newspaper that claims 
journalistic integrity. Zev Nagel, 
the Editor-in-Chief of The 
Commentator published a short 
defense of The Commentator in 
the April edition of the paper. 
The response reads as follows: 

Over the past three weeks, we've 
· received a great deal of feedback 
responding to the column under discus
sion. It's important for us, however, to 
underscore a crucial distinction that 
many of our readers have failed to com
prehend. Personal columns do not rep
resent the institutional policy of The 
Commentator; all opinions, except for 
the staff editorials, are expressed opin
ion of the writer, and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the editorial board, the 
student body, faculty, or administra
tion of Yeshiva University. 
Nevertheless, we realize that the said 
column may have been unnecessarily 
offensive. We will strive to be more sen- . 
sitive in the future. 

The above comment is not an 
apology, nor does it assure the 
future integrity of The 
Commentator. In an e-mail sent 
to sew administration includ
ing Dean Karen Bacon, President 
Richard Joel, and Dr. Morton 
Lowengrub, Vice President for 
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Academic Affairs, as well as the 
Observer editors-in-chief, Nagel 
more clearly expressed his regret 
at his lack of editorial judgment. 
His words, written prior to the 
published apology in The 
Commentator, follow: 

---Original Message-

From: Zev Nagel · 
<znagel@yu.edu> 
~o: kbacon@yu.edu 
Cc: rjoel@yu.edu; 
owengru@yu.edu; 
~amsl82@aol.com; 
~aschn@yu.edu 
Sent: Fri, ll Mar 2005 00:14:17 -
0500 
Subject: fr?m the commentator 

.. .I apologize to the students,facul
ty, and administration of Stern College 
for Women for printing an opinion piece 
that denigrated and insulted them. I 
apofogize for not having better judg
ment in overseeing publication of the 
newspaper. And I apologize for allow
ing into my newspaper an article that 
alienated and offended an entire demo
graphk of the Yeshiva family. 

... The "Editor's Response" will 
. basically include the above explana
tion, that this was not an opinion 
endorsed by The Commentator, but will 
also contain my personal apology for 
allowing such an immature and unpro
ductive opinion article into our publi
cation. .. 

To the editor: 

My compliments to Rebecca 
Rosenberg for her informative 
and balanced news article on ' 
SCW's decision to mandate 
school wide use of T urnitin, a 
program designed to detect pla
giarisms. I commend as well Ms. 
Rosenberg's thoughtful editor's 
column on this issue. 

One part of the record needs 
correction, however. The news 
article states: "The system is not 
a cure to the problem according 
to many faculty members such as 
philosophy professor David 
Shatz." It then quotes me as say
ing (paraphrasing a colleague's 
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remarks) that adoption of the 
program might send the message 
"that our interest is in catching 
students rather than in getting 
them to. see the Halakhic and 
ethical offensiveness of what 
they are doing." 

The quotation is accurate, 
.but the context in which it is 
placed might give the impression 
that not only do I think that 
Tunitin "is not a cure," but I 
oppose its adoption. In point of 
fact, the quotation was offered in 
response to an emailed question 
asking me to identify both 
advantages and disadvantages of 
instituting the Jurnitin system. 
After articulating its advantages, 

OPINION 

I mentioned the possibility of 
smding the wrong message as a 
potential disadvantage. But in 
my opinion· this disadvantage is 
far outweighed by the advan
tages, as my emailed response 
made clear. Indeed, I was one of 
the faculty members who urged 
the administration to explore the 
adoption of Turnitin and who 
spoke at the faculty meeting in 
favor of mandating its use. 

(Dr.) David Shatz 
Professor of Philosophy 
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A Background 
Check Before You 

Check-
By Rachel Adina Borg, assisted 
by Devora Khayyat and Rabbi 

Shlomo Hochberg · 

Note: ' The opinions presented here are 
intended as background information. If 
a question arises, please contact a com
petent halachik authority. Unless oth
erwise noted, all halachik principles 
are from the T ur, Shulchan Aruch and 
Mishna Brura, in Hilchot Pesach. 

Although spring cleaning 
would certainly benefit most 
dorm rooms around Stern, 
Pesach ushers in a season of 
cleaning that is more thorough 
and satisfying than simply push~ 
ing an overflowing garbage into 
the kitchen. 

The Torah commands us to 
nullify chametz from our minds, 
known in Hebrew as bitul 
chametz. According to the Torah, 
this can be done merely by think~ 
ing that the . chametz no longer 
exists. If only it we:~;e that simple! 

To enable the divine com~ 
mandment of bitul, Chazal have 
instituted bedika, an official 
search for chametz,· and biur, 
destruction of the chametz. Bedika 
enables the next step of biur, tra~ 
ditionally accomplished by burn~ 
ing the chametz. It is impossible 
to ensure that every person will 
nullify chametz in their minds in 
the same manner as their fellow 
Jew. Therefore, actively destroy~ 
ing the chametzenables a commu~ 
nal standard of nullification. 

Bedikat Chametz is accom~ 
plished on the night preceding . 
Erev Pesach, the night of the 14th 
of Nissan using a ~andle or flash~ 
light. Before beginning the 
search, a blessing is made on biur, 
not on bedika, because the bedika 
itself is only to enable . the 
destruction of the chametz,. con~ 
necting it to the rituals of the fol~ 
lowing day. 

The idea that bedikat chametz 
is done at night is suggested by a 
verse from Zephaniah l.l2, "I will 
search Jerusalem with candles," 
suggesting that we too should 
perform our search with a can~ 
dle. Because a candle would only 
be effective at night, Ch~zal have 
arrived at the custom of search~ 
ing for chametz at night. 

Traditionally, pieces of 
bread are placed around the area 
before beginning the search to 
ensure that the bedika yields 
results and that the blessing is 
not said in vain. Afterwards, 
"Kol Chamira" is recited, verbaliz~ 
ing the mental nullification of 
chametz. . 

This recitation of "Kol 
Chamira" at night nullifies all 
chametz that was not found dur~ 
ing the search. This allows us to 
continue eating chametz until 
biur. The next morning, the 14th 
Day of Nissan and Erev Pesach, 
we burn the chametz before noon 
and then recite "Kol Chamira" 
again, changing the language 
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slightly to annul all leftover 
chametz. 

The T ur and Shulchan Aruch 
present a situation in which a 
traveler who leaves home within 
30 days of the holiday intends to 
return after Pesach. The traveler 
is obligated to perform a bedika 
the night before his departure, 
and must remove, but not neces~ 
sarily destroy, all chametz from 
the premises. A traveler does not 
red.te the bracha before his bedika, 
because his search has no con~ 
nection with any biur. The fol~ 
lowing day is not ·Erev Pesach for 
this traveler, it is merely another 
day, and he c~n still use the 
chametz he removed from his 
home until Erev Pesach arrives. 
'rn his new destination, on Erev 
Pesach, he recites the "Kol 
Chamira" on all chametz, known 
and unknown, with his home in 
mind. 

This year, the dorms will 
close on Friday April 22, 2:30 
p.m., for the duration of the holi~ 
day. Classes finish early on 
Wednesday to allow for travel 
time. Students who leave before 
the proper time ofbedikat chametz 
fall into the category of the Tur's 
traveler and have the same obli~ 
gations. 

· Students leaving early 
should perform bedika the night 
before departure. As there is no 
bracha said, there is no need to 
put out pieces of bread. Any 
chametz that is found can either 
be set aside in a special cabinet 
to be sold or must be removed. 
Later, on Erev Pesach, "Kol 
Chamira" is recited, completely 
nullifying any chametz that might 
still be left in the dorm. 

This year is exceptional 
because Erev Pesach faJ_ls on a 
Shabbat. The night before Erev 
Pesach is Friday night, so bedikat 
chametz is moved to Thursday 
night. On Friday: before noon the 
chametz is burn~d, but. the "Kol 
Chamira" nullifying known 
chamctz is not recited until 
Shabbat morning; because we 
still need to eat bread for the seu
dot. 

Only students who leave the 
dorms before Thursday evening 
are categorized with the laws of 
a traveler. Rabbi Shlomo 
Hochberg maintains students 
who remain in the dorms on 
Thursday night are obligated to 
say the bracha before bedika, put~ 
ting out pieces of chametzprior to 
searching, and arranging for 
their chametz to be burned Friday 
before noon. 

This year's situation certain~ 
ly might create confusion amorig 
roommates, so it is important to 
note that, if possible, it is prefer~ 
able to appoint a shaliach (mes~ -
sanger) to do bedika at the proper 
time. The shaliach must be explic~ 
itly appointed, and both the 
shaliach and the owner of the 
chametz must nullify the chametz. 

Chag Kasher V'Sameach. 
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Jews Remember Pope John 
Paul II's Good Deeds 

continued from front page 

the pope's actions. 
Through his strong and 

influential personality, John Paul 
II centralized Catholic authority 
in the papacy, clearly defining 
and reinforcing the Church's 
positions on many social issues 
that are frequently attacked by 
modernity, at the expense of each 
diocese's autonomy. His 
unequivocal opposition to abor
tion, euthanasia, birth control, 
gay marriage, priestly marriage, 
ordination of women and 
divorce, calling the latter two as 
"crimes which no human law can 
claim to legitimize," effectively 
removed these issues from debate 
for the Church's adher
ents. Even as he closed 
discussion on these 
issues, the pope was any
thing but conservative as 
he opened an unprece
dented conversation 
with the Jewish people 
and the State of Israel. 

The Vatican's rela
tionship with the local 
Jewish community in 
Rome improved signifi
cantly under John Paul 
II's guard. His noted· visit 
to the city's Central 
Synagogue in 1986 was 
memorable n0t only for 
its real symbolism of 
interfaith recogmtwn 
but also for his words, in 
which he redirected two 
millennia · of Christian 
theology. He said: "You 
are our dearly beloved 
brothers; in a certain 
way, indeed, it could be 
said that you are our 
elder brothers"-using 
the description in a posi
tive sense instead of the 
traditional denigration of 
Jews as the displaced 
Chosen People. 

Reciprocating the 
respect that the pope 
accorded to the Jewish commu
nity of Rome and the world, 
Italian Chief Rabbi Riccardo Di 
Segni led a Jewish delegation in a 
public recitation of tehillim 
(psalms) as the pope's condition 
worsened. In a press conference, 
Di Segni praised John Paul II for 
"creating a greatly improved 
atmosphere of dialogue, even if 
our theological positions retain 
their differences, albeit with 
mutual respect." 

On an international scale, 
and in a move that affected the 
Jewish people as a nation, the 
Vatican formally recognized the. 
State of Israel in 1993 by signing 
the Fundamental Agreement 
between the Holy See and the 
State of Israel. Subsequently, 
diplomatic ties were established 
with the exchange of Vatican and 
Israeli ambassadors. The text of 
the document, citing an aware
ness of "the historic process of 
reconciliation and growth in 
mu~ual understanding and 
friendship between Catholics 
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and Jews," states, among the 
many obligations that each party 
took upon itself, that "the Holy 
See takes this occasion to reiter
ate its· condemnation of hatred, 
persecution and all other mani
festations of anti-Semitism 
directed against the Jewish peo
ple and individual Jews any
where; at any time and by any- . 
one." 

In a rrip that confirmed the 
Vatican's recognition of Israel, 

. John Paul Il's six-day tour in the 
Middle East in March of 2000 
was the first official papal visit to 
Israel and the disputed territo
ries. The pope expressed his 
goals for the trip when he first 
arrived, saying "I pray that my 

visit will serve to encourage an 
increase of inter-religious dia
logue." Throughout his ~tay, the 
pope continually repeated his 
desire for peace in the Middle 
East. His visits to Yad Vashem (a 
Holocaust museum) where he 
once again condemned anti
Semitism and its extreme 
demonstration of it in the 
Holocaust, and the Kotel, where 
the note he placed in its cracks 
asked for divine forgiveness, 
were more than sip1ple symbolic 
gestures to the Jewish communi
ty. 

Much of the Jewish commu
nity, however, was dismayed that 
John Paul II also visited Yasir 
Arafat in Bethlehem during the 
same trip to the Middle East, and 
invited him to the Vatican for 
subsequent visits. Additionally, 
the pope spoke of the 
Palestinians' right to their own 
state and never officially recog
nized Jerusalem as Israel's capi
tal. Some Jewish leaders claimed 
that such actions demonstrated 

the pope's l~ck of sincerity in breaking nature of what had 
improving the Vatican's relatiou- . ·been achieved," wrote David 
ship with the Jews. . B'erger, professor of history at 

The pope also reached out to Brooklyn College, in the 
the Jewish people through his Jerusalem ·Post. That the Church 
actions during the Holocaust and is in the process of canonizing 
statements following the the previous pope "complicates 
Holocaust. There are famous· sto- efforts to reach closure with 
ries of the young priest rescuing respect to this facet of Catholic
individual Jews during ' .the Jewish relations," Berger stated. 
Holocaust, and of his ·refusal to In another notable memorial 
baptize Jewish children who of the victims of the Holocaust, 
were saved by Christians from John Paul II visited Auschwitz in 
the Nazis. Such personal anec- June of 1999, where he continued 
dotes a):e in stark contrast to the to denounce "anti-Semitism as a 
Church's inaction throughout sin against God and against 
the war's atrocities. man." In a later controversy 

In a document released in involving a convent constructed 
1998 entitled, "We Remember: A at the death camp, the pope had 
Reflection on the the convent removed by papal 

Shoah," the Vatican discussed a 
painfully honest history of 
Christian persecution of Jews, 
and of Christian silence during 
the · Holocaust. The document, 
however, carefully dissociated 
official Church doctrine from the 
actions of individual Christians, 
concluding that "We deeply 
regret the errors and failures of 
those sons and daughters of the 
Church." The possible connec
tion betwee;n Christian anti
Semitism and Nazi anti
Semitism was examined and ulti
mately rejected in describing the 
Holocaust as "the work of a thor
oughly modern neo-pagan 
regime" whose "anti-Semitism 
had its roots outside of 
Christianity." 

Many Jews believed that the 
statement did not adequately 
apologize for the Church's 
actions or inactions during the 
Holocaust. They demanded a 
condemnation of Pope Pius XII, 
"while others, taking a longer 
view, recognized the ground-
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order. 

Many of the pope's interac
tions with the Jews and Israel 
were met with both praise and 
criticism. Nevertheless, when 
viewed within the context of the 
history of the Catholic Church's 
attitude toward Judaism, John 
Paul II may indeed have merited 
such descriptions by the 
Jerusalem Post as the "Tikkun 
Olam Pope" and the "Best Pope 
the Jews Ever Had." There were 
also memorials eulogizing the 
quiet, elderly pope, written by 
organizations such as the Anti-

. Defamation League, the 
American Jewish Congress and 
the American Jewish Committee. 

In addition to his apologies 
and statements, which Robert 
McFadden of the New York 
Times describes as an "effort to 
cleanse his Church's conscience," 
the pope offered what Berger 
calls "extraordinary attention to 
Jewish affairs, generally in strik
ingly positive terms." Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
claimed that the pope's "great 

contribution to rapprochement 
and unity between peoples, 
understanding and tolerance will. 
be with us for many years." 

As the world mourns the 
death of John Paul II, the future 
of the Catholic Church and the 
nature of its relationship with 
the Jews and Israel are uncertain. 
Because of the pope's strong hold 
on the Church throughout his 
papacy, which limited the extent 
to which cardinals could gain 
prominence, there is no obvious 
successor. But given the fact that 
John Paul II appointed 114 of the 
117 cardinals who will vote in the 
Sistine Chapel during the con
clave, the successor will most 
likely hold similar conservative 
views on social issues. Less cer-
tain, however, is the future 

· pope's policy toward the 
Jews and Israel. 

In specu
lating on who 
will succeed 

John Paul II, 
Laurie Goodstein 
of the New York 

Times cites the 
candidates' ages, 

regions of origin, 
and degree of auton

omy each would 
allow in individual 
dioceses' as factors 
that will determine 
the outcome of the 

· cardinals' voting. 
While the "short list" 
contains Italian cardi
nals, possible succes
sors include cardinals 
from Latin America 
and Africa. The elec
tion of Oscar Andres 
Rodriguez Maradiaga 
from Honduras, or 
Francis Arinze from 
Nigeria, for example, 
would be an attempt 
by the Church at 
"representing the 
developing world," 

asserts Goodstein, but ultimately 
the outcome is "completely 
unpredictable." 

"It is highly unlikely that a 
shift to the Third World will 
mean greater sensitivity towards 
Jews," observes Robert Wistrich, 
a professor of Modem European 
History at Hebrew University. 
'The whole historical relation
ship between Christians and 
Jews [in Europe] is lacking. It is 
difficult, therefore, to imagine a 
successor being as sympathetic 
[to the Jews] as John Paul II." 

Despite the cnt1c1sm 
expressed by parts of the Jewish 
community throughout his papa
cy, John Paul II was ultimately a 
pope who approached the 
Jewish-Catholic relationship 
without the historical prejudices 
of the Vatican, in fact apologizing 
for the Church's earlier actions. 
The Jewish community can only 
hope that the pope's successor 
,will continue to preach John Paul 
Il's messages of tolerance and 
peace. 
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Aliyah Fair Is a Great Success 
continued from baclt page 

a casual environment," noted 
Jacobson, who was very 
impressed by the turn~out. 
"People were walking in long 
after doors opened at six~thirty." 
Students were attracted to the 
various stations that were set up, 
each providing useful informa~ 

tion pertaining to a practical 
aspect of living in Israel. One 
table discussed different univer~ 

sity opportunities; another was 
there to promote IDF awareness. 
Representatives from various 
organizations, including Nefesh 
b'Nefesh, the Jewish Agency, 
B'nei Akiva and Hagshama were 
available to answer questions 
and discuss what they had to 
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offer. Of particular interest to 
many students was a table where 
"career representatives" were 
seated. These individuals were 
Israelis who were willing to dis~ 

cuss their various fields and pro~ 

fessions with students who were 
thinking of similar career paths. 

The fair was very successful, 
drawing students from YU as 
well as other colleges including 
Columbia and Queens College. 
Hindy Poupko, co~Pres~dent of 
the YU Israel Club, was 
"impressed by the large number 
of students who attended. It's 
uplifting to see how many stu~ 

dents are interested in Israel on 
both an ideologi~ai as well as on a 
practical level." Jacobson was 

similarly impressed and men~ 

tioned that "this fair is a big step 
for the YU community" seeing as 
it is the first YU event to grant 
students access to practical aliya 
information in such a direct man~ 
ner. As each student entered, 
they were prompted to fill out a 
form that would allow Nefesh 
b'Nefesh to send them informa~ 

tion according to their areas of 
interest. "This will allow the 
organization to better respond to 
the needs of college students," 
explained Jacobson. Hopefully, 
the information students 
acquired at the event will 
promptly ease the aliya process 
and make it a smoother transi~ 
tion. 
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NEWS 

Cardozo Flounders in 
2006 Rankings 

By Adinah. Wieder 

Cardozo Law School, previ~ 
ously ranked at 53, fell to 5.8 
alongside .. Arizona · State 
University and Brooklyn Law 
School in the US News and 
World Report law school rank~ 
ings released in the Aprilll, 2005 
issue. · Within the last few years 
Cardozo's ranking has fluctuat~ 
ed, usually moving up a position 
or two, but never before has it 
dropped five places. This news 
comes despite Cardozo Law 
School's significant efforts this 
past year to improve its reputa~ 
tion and ranking. 

There have been a variety of 
student responses to this news. 
'To me it does -not really matter, 
I am here and I worked hard to 
get here and I am proud of it, 
there is no looking back now," 
remarked one student currently 
at Cardozo. 

For many undergrad~ate 
students, Cardozo's slip in the 
rankings has infl~enced their 
decision of which law school to 
attend. "With the competition 
for jobs at this time the fact that 
Cardozo just fell is definitely 
playing a role in my decision," 
said a SCW student. "Why 
would I go to a school that is 
ranked 58 if I got into schools 
ranked in the 30s?" 

According to US News and 
World Report there are 179law 
schools accredited by the 
American Bar Association. 
Rankings are determined by tak~ 
ing the weighted average of the 
quality of 12 different areas and 
quality assessment is graded out 
of .40. The first p~rt is the peer 
assessment that accounts for .25 
of the score. Law school deans · 
and recently tenured faculty 
members are assigned to this 
task. lf an individual feels they 
do not adequatly understand 
enough about a certain school to 
rank it, it is marked as "don't 
know." This does not affect the 
ranking of the school. 
Individuals who judge, grade the 
school anywhere from a one, 
being the least a school can earn 
to a five, which is considered . 
excellent. Professionals in the 
field such as state attorney gen~ 
erals, federal and state judges 
and hiring partners of law firms 
complete the next assessment. 
This accounts for the remainder 
of the peer assessment. 

Selectivity accounts for .25 
of the overall score. The median 
LSAT score of the fall · 2004 

· entering class is worth .125. The 
median of t:he undergraduate 
GPA of the fall 2004 entering 
class is .10 and the acceptance 
rate accounts for .025. 

Placement success accounts 
for .20 of the total. Employment 
rates for graduates of the 2003 
class are measured at .18 and bar 
passage rate accounts for .02 of 
the total. The number of .20 is 
allotted for faculty resources, 
which includes library resources, 
financial aid and student/ faculty 
ratio. This brings the total to a 

1.0. Additionally, there is the 
overall rank and the specialty 
rankings. The overall rank 
includes the standardized data, 
weighted and totaled scores. 
The scores were rescaled so that 
the top school receives a rank of 
100. Specialty rankings are 
based on nominations from legal 
educators. 

Currently Cardozo's accept~ 
ance rate is 22°/~. The LSAT 
range is from 161~ 166. Cardozo 
received 5,014 applications for 
the year 2004 and 648 students 
enrolled. Over 50 percent of the 
students receive merit or need~ 

based scholarships. They pub~ 

lish over ten journals including 
Cardozo Law Review, Cardozo 

-Women's Law Journal and Moot 
Court Honor Society. The 
degrees offered include the Juris 
Doctor Q.D.) and the Master of 
Laws (L.L.M.). They have a full~ 
time faculty of 50 members. It's 
adjunct faculty consists of prac~ 

tieing lawyers who provide real~ 
istic experiences into the class~ 

room. 
Once again, Yale, Harvard, 

Stanford, Columbia and NYu are 
the top five law schools in the 
country. University of Chicago, 
Michigan and Pennsylva:iria are 
tied for spot number seven. 

Many people argue with the 
ranking system. The literature 
describing the ranking system 
states that many individuals feel 
that it is a system that is based 
on a good reputation. Upon 
viewing the top five schools and 
their consistent excellent rank~ 
ing, one can understand how 
reputation plays a role in the 
ranking. 

However, students from 
these schools often receive the 
best job offers in the country; 
and job offers do play a role in 
the ranking system. Joanna 
Grossman of Hofstra University 
explains why many share a 
repugnant outlook toward the 
US News and World Report 
Rankings. It places too much 
emphasis on the LSAT scores of 
incoming students. LSAT scores 
of incoming students have no 
bearing on the school. They are 
merely a reflection of what the 
school perceives as a solid score, 
she argued. Furthermore, thos~ 
.ranking competitor schools are 
liable to manipulate the scores in 
such a way that they give their 
competitors lower scores ill the 
hopes of lowering the average of 
the competitor. This results in 
an unfair grade averaged into the 
total grade of the law school. lf 
this occurs a few times, then it 
can significantly affect the rank~ 

ing of a school. 
With this insight into the 

ranking system, it is important 
that .students see that rankings 
are not always an accurate reflec~ 

tion of reality. Despite the drop 
in Cardozo's ranking, students 
should realize that it is still an 
upper~tiered school. Students 
must remember that very often, 
hard work and determination 
can carry a student farther than 
any ranking. 
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Politic-al Science Department Avvards Fellovvships 

By Adinah Wieder 

• In an effort to increase par
: ticipation in public affairs, Stern . 
: College is, for the second consec
: utive a~ademic year, sponsoring 
: grants of up to $2,000 for stu
: dents with internships in the 
: p~blic and international affairs 
: fields. Many students rely on 
: summer jobs to earn money for 
: the upcoming school year, which 
: can make it difficult to intern in 
: fields of interest where no 
: stipend is offered. This is espe
: cially true in the arena of public 
: and international affairs. Upon 

realizing the problem, Dr. Joseph 
Luders, assistant professor in the 
Political Science department, 
proposed a grant that . would 
enable students to intern while 
receiving a stipend from Stern 
College. 

"These fellowships would 
furnish students with small 
sums to defray the costs of get
ting more involved in American 
democracy and to entice others 
who might not independently 
seek to develop their political 
capacities," explained Luders. 
Two fellowships were awarded 
last year and each fellow 
received $2,000 but this year, 

already _said there will be up to 
$4,000 awarded. Currently, 
sew funds these fellowships 
but sponsors are needed to 
ensure its continuation. 

All full-time students, 
except graduating seniors, are 
eligible for .the award. Students 
must submit an essay along with 
the application, which should 
reflect their commitment to 
public affairs. Personal state
ments are therefore, an impor
tant element in the selection 
process. Students who have 
already obtained an internship 
are preferred over students who 
are still awaiting responses, and 

the internship must be in the 
field of public affairs rather tha~ 
community service. Some of the 
many areas considered in the 
application are American poli
tics, legal affairs, foreign policy, 
economic policy, gender and 
politics, law enforcement,and 
journalism. Additionally, Social 
Science majors and minors are 

_preferred. 
"The strength of American 

democracy rests upon the politi
cal engagement of each subse
quent generation," Luders said. 
"Unfortunately, young people 
are increasingly disengaged and 
turning away from politics and 

public service. Despite the : 
attacks on 9/ll and the broader : 
war on terror, young Americans : 
are dropping out of the political : 
process." In addition, he men- : 
tioned that voting rates have : 
decreased and people do not fol- : 
low political news as closely. ' 

These fellowships are 
demonstrative of Stern College's 
efforts to encourage student 
commitment to public causes. 
They are attempting to support 
student involvement on a variety 
of fronts, and this is a significant : 
example of the progress that is : 
being made for student involve- : 
ment in the public sector. • 

.............. ..............••••..................•.........•.•............ ... ............••••....... ......... .. ...•........•............. ..... .. ... .....•••...............•......•. 
' 
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Controversy Aris·es Over Dunkin' Donuts Hashgacha 
continued from front page 

containing, flavors. To date, a 
small sign delineating these non~ 
kosher flavors hangs on the glass 
frame of the ice cream counter. 
Provided that the ice cream 
scooper is rinsed by an employee 
prior to its use - an action 
meant to ensure that no marsh~ 

mallow residue seeps into a 
kosher ice cream flavor - and 
the ice cream being served is 
indeed from Baskin Robbins, its 
kashrut is legitimate .. 

The Dunkin' Donuts; side of 
the store is a bit more complicat~ 

ed. 
Rabbi Dov Hazdan, presi~ 

dent of the Ner T amid K, who 
has been working in the kashrut 
field for thirty years, explained 
the "kosher status" his company 
granted to the specific items list~ 
ed above. All donuts produced in 
Dunkin' Donuts stores even 
those operated by private fran~ 
chises, are baked from the com~ 
pany's powdered mix. The Chof~ 
K, Rabbi Hazdan explained, cer~ 

tifies that the ingredients of this · 
mix are kosher, and oversees the 
production in the main plant. 
Since the pqwdered mix is 
kosher, the Ner Tamid K, run by 
Rabbi Hazdan with colleague 
Rabbi Josephi, plans to ?POt 
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check the store for assured coop~ Others argt:1e that assurances 
eration, and despite the fact that of cooperation by the store own
bacon is sold at the same counter, ers, despite the Kosher 
granted its approval of the baked Protection Laws, are not a suffi~ 
goods sold at the store. cient guarantee for kashrut 
Employees are trusted to keep observeance. Larger kashrut cor~ 
the non~ kosher meat far away pQrations, such as many localized 
from the baked goods and wear a councils (Vaadim), the Orthodox 
new pair of gloves for each cus~ Union and the OK, do not award 
tomer as another measure of sep~ kashrut certifications to stores 
aration. Rabbi Hazdan reported which sell non~ kosher meat, as a 
that he always makes it clear to matter of policy. Many of the 
his clients that "If I catch them larger kashrut groups hold that 
one time - they lose, their hash~ trusting employees who are not 
gacha (Rabbinic observance)," sensitive to the stringent laws of 
that "the people [running the kashrut, such as ensuring that 
new Dunkin' Donuts] are very there is no contact between the 
cooperative" .with Ner Tamid K's kosher and non~ kosher products, 
rules, and that thankfully, "I've ·. is simply not a viable option. 
never had a problem with any of The OU's kashrut website, 
my customers." www.oukosher.org, in describ~ 

Rabbi Hazdan explained the ing the certification process, 
incentive which drives ~ non~ states, "A qualified Rabbinic field 
Jewish owned store to attain a representative (RFR) will visit 
kashrut certificate and why their your plant to observe your opera~ 
consent is reliable: "Owners tion and the feasibility of certifY~ 
know that frum people will not ing your products." If during 
come in there unless they have a that visit the RFR observes any 
hashgacha in the window." Rabbi non~ kosher meat, the store's 
Hazdan stressed that the owners kashrut certification is automati~ 
recognize their obligatioh to fol~ cally revoked. Even regarding 
low guidelines set forth by the the separation of fish and meats 
kashrut organization, considering - while both are kosher - the 
New York's Department of Vaad of Queens, 
Agriculture and Marketing's (www.queensvaad.org) man~ 
Kosher Protection Law. dates that "care must be taken to 
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arrange the varipus foods within 
the display case in a manner that 
will minimize the possibility of 
fish dripping into meat or vice 
versa." 

In light of the many uncer~ 
tainties that are relied upon to 
assume the baked goods' protec
tion from non~kosher influence 
at this new Dunkin' Donuts, 
Yeshiva University's administra~ 
tion advised against buying those 
products. Signs hanging in the 
lobby of Stern College read, 
"Stores which sell non-prepack
aged kosher and non~kosher 

products, such as the new 
Dunkin' Donuts/Baskin Robbins 

store on 34th Street, present sub~ 
stantial supervision difficulties 
and therefore are not recom~ 
mended." Cooked and baked 
products sold by non~certified 

stores, or by stores run by the 
non~observant, are therefore only 
reliably kosher when sealed with 
a kashrut label. 

The possible danger of non~ 
kosher meat contamination at 
the Dunkin' Donuts is slightly 
minimized by the fact that the 
store's owners . are vegetarians. 
"We are in the process of getting 
rid of all the meat and pork," 
explained 0ne of the owners, 
Shyam Patel. "In order to do that 

we have to go through all the 
franchises ... we need a hundred 
million approvals," he exaggerat~ 

edly explained, "It is not an 
overnight process." Even in the 
case of a vegetarian Dunkin' 
Donuts, unpackaged food would 
still need to be considered differ~ 
ently than packaged items, 
according to the signs adminis
tered by Yeshiva. The OU's web~ 

site warns, "It is often assumed 
that vegetarian food prepared in 
a non~ Jewish establishment is 
kosher. However, this notion is 
based on misinterpretation of the 
term 'vegetarian' since the foods 
may still be considered non~ 

kosher due to certain cheeses and 
oils that may be used in prepar~ 
ingthem." 

When questioned about the 
store's choice of kashrut organiza~ 

tion, Mr. Patel explained, "My 
broker is a Jew, and she got this 
spot for us. She knew this Rabbi 
[of the Ner Tamid K], and he's 
also the Rabbi for other Dunkin' 
Donuts." Because many are 
unaware of the complicated laws 
and policies that surround this 
issue, many assume that all 
Orthodox kashrut certificates are 
considered equal. In reality, how~ 

ever, it is best to be cautious. 

Chol Hamoed Pesach 
in Florida! 

0 enin Acts: 
Miami 'Beach's Jacob's Ladder 
and New 'York's ~·. 

MBJCC's. Outdoor Field 
4221 Pine T.ree Drive 

Miami Be:ach 

PRESENTING SPONSORS 
Greenberg 
Traurig 

. .. . .. 

~ CR·ESCENT 
. - H E I G H T . S' 
'f.H£. PJ.t:~tt.# _t:CND.OMJFHU~• ... fCO~.ft~~ ="'~ 
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New Waiting List Option for Fall R¢gistration 
The administration has instituted an online waiting list'for stu~ 

dents who have been closed out of courses. Students can place .them~ 
selves on this list, and in the event that a spot in the class becomes 
available, an administrator might contact them. Even students at the 
top of the list are not guarenteed available spots; the system simply · 
means that at some point students might receive a phone call telling 
them that there is a vacant spot and to try to register. Therefore, it is 
in the students' best interest to check the status of the course fre~ 
quently to try to secure vacant slots first. ' 

The objective of this new system is to encourage students to rely 
on the list and a phone call rather than to flood into the dean's office 
when closed out of a course. 

When a spot becomes available, the deans will review the wait~ 
ing list, taking into account the student's class standing and major in 
addition to her numerical placement on the list. 

The deans advise students on ~he waiting list to register for a full 
course load while leaving open the time slot of the course for which 
they're waiting. 

Panel Responds to Genocide 
On April 7th, the Beren Campus hosted a panel of experts on the 

topic of genocide. According to the panel, war crimes, tribunals, truth 
commissions and establishing rule of law are all necessary compo~ 
nents to prosecuring human rights abuses and atrocitie~. 

The lecture, "Seeking Justice after Major Human Rights Abuses 
and Atrocities," was part of Stern College's Human Rights and 
Sovereignty lecture series commemorating the 60th anniversary of the 
end of the Holocaust, and was sponsored by the Dr. Marcia Robbins~ 
Will Scholar~in~Residence Program. 

Gary Bass, associate professor of Politics and International Affairs 
at Princeton University, stated that war crime tribunals pose three 
risks: too much vengeance, too much law, anq too much selfishness. 
"War tribunals make it difficult to punish perpetrators because we 
insist on due process and procedure, and lack of evidence is a real risk 
in prosecution," he asserted. 

Priscilla Hayner, co~founder of the International Center for 
Transitional Justice, assented that establishing truth commissions 
(formal governmental investigations) to combat human rights abuses 
-such as the 1984 commission on Argentina's "Dirty War" and the 
South African commission on apartheid - compliments the judicial 
response to punishing perpetrators. 'There is recognition that not just 
a judicial response is needed because even if you are successful, it's 
virtually impossible to prosecute more than just a few," Hayner 
claimed. "Other po4cy options, · such as truth commissions, repara~ 
tions, and institutional reforms are also necessary." 

The final lecture in the series will take place on April 18th at 7:30 
pm at the Geraldine Schottenstein Cultural Center on the Beren 
Campus. "Righteous Protectors Defying Genocide" features journalist 
Ann Cooper and Carl Wilkens and Simone Weil Lipman, two indi~ 
viduals who personally assisted victims of human rights abuses. 

Students Get Excited Abouf Stock Market at Sy 
Sym's Contest 

The first annual Sy Syms School 
of Business Stock Market Trivia 
Contest took place on April l3 in 
Belfer Hall. The event included stu~ 
dents . and teachers from 12 Jewish 
high schools in the area. -Teachers 
testified that the students had 
looked ·forward to the competition 

for days. The Trivia contest was not an intens~; competitive sport but 
was rather a fun~loving, playful challenge between friends. During a 
contest between Frish and MTA, for example, correct answers by 
each team were met with applause, laughter, and high~fives. 
It is significant to note that the only all~ female team CQmpeting was 
from )'1J's own girls high school. They lost their round to an all~ boys 
team, which emerged victorious by a correct answer on the final ques~ 
tion of their contest. 

The 12 teams competed for three prizes. Each contest pitted two 
teams~ four students on each side~ against one another. Each group of 
two was asked the same set of about 40 questions relating to"Wall 
Street and the stoc)z market. Each participant would press a buzzer 
when he or she had the right answer. The teams that continued to the 
championship were those who had answered the most questions cor~ 
rectly. The Moshe Aaron Yeshiva High School of South River, NJ, won 
the overall championship, beating out Rav Teitz Mesitva Academy of 
Elizabeth, NJ. The Frisch School captured third place. First place 
team members will share $750. Second place shares $500, and third 
shares $250. All three teamsreceived a trophy. . 

The participants and their faculty advisors joined a group of Sy 
Syms students, professors, and administrators gathered for lunch in 
Weisberg Commons. The audience was privileged to hear Peter M. 
Kash, chairman of Two River Group Holdings and author of "Success 
Through Failure," who left the students with the important message 
of: "Do not fear failure." Kash, to illustrate his point, enumerated sev~ 
eral well~known people who had experienced failure before finally 
succeeding. The list included Abraham Lincoln, Michael Jordan, JK 
Row ling, and even Fred Smith, the founder of Federal Express. 
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Research Fellowship Presented 
to sew Professer 

Dr. Jay Ladin, David and Ruth Gottesman Assistant Professor of 
English at Stern College for Women, received a research fellowship 
from the American Council of Learned Societies. His research will 
focus on American poetry, specifically the history of American poetry 
from 1850 to 1920 and the origins of modernist poetry. 

Dr. Ladin's interest in poetry stems from his doctoral dissertation 
comparing the authoritative language in the 19th century poetry of 
Emily Dickinson with that of 20th century modernist poetry. In both, 
he found that absolute statements - such as those on love or death -
were combined with nonsense, or literally, language whose sense can~ 

not be determined. ~Oddly enough, the nonsense strengthens their 
authority because it provokes readers to imagine out what they 
mean," Ladin suggests. His current research views this phenomenon 
as a symptom of the widespread effects of American democracy on 
language and authority in public discourse. 

Dr. Ladin, who also directs the Writing Center at Stern College, 
received a BA from Sarah Lawrence College, an MFA from the 
J.Jniversity of Massachusetts at Amherst, and a PhD from Princeton. 

"The fellowship awarded to Professor Ladin is a concrete indica~ 
tion of the importance of scholarly work to the advancement of 
knowledge," asserts Dean Karen Bacon. "I am truly delighted by the 
public recognition he is receiving." 

Printing the Talmud: From Bomberg 
to Schottenstein 

Printing the Talmud: 
From Bomberg . to 
Schottenstein is a new 
exhibit in the Yeshiva 
University museum which 
opened on April 12. This 
remarkable exhibit spans 
five centuries of Jewish 
history and assembles an 
unmatched selection of 
Talmud texts published 
throughout the world. 

In conjunction with tlie exhibit, a special symposium, "The Vital 
Talmud: The World That' Made It and the World It Made" took place 
on Aprilll at YUM at 6:15 pm. The lecture was held in the Leo and 
Julia Forchheimer Auditorium at Yeshiva University Museum, 15 
West 16th Street. A reception and tour of the exhibit preceded the 
lectures. "The exhibit is one of the most important exhibits we have 
ever done because it expresses the whole .world of the Talmud, the 
preeminent text that is studied," stated Sylvia Herskowitz, director of 
YUM. . 

Norman Adler, PhD, dean of Yeshiva College, introduced the sym~ 
posium and Rabbi Jonathan Rosenblatt of the Riverdale Jewish 
Center acted as its moderator. 

Panelists included Yaakov Elman, associate professor of Jewish 
studies at Yeshiva University whose toplc was "The Cosmopolitan 
Babylonian Talmud"; Steven Fine, Jewish Foundation Professor of 
Judaic Studies at the University of Cincinnati who discussed "The 
Talmud· before the Talmud: Archaeological Evidence for the Oral 
Torah from the Greco~ Roman Period"; and Jennie Rosenfeld, Wexner 
Graduate Fellow in English at The Graduate Center, CUNY, and 
graduate of YU's Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies, 
presented "Swimming in the Yam"HaTalmud: One Woman's Journey." 

The purpose of the exhibit was to illustrate how technological 
advances over time have transformed the ancient discipline of 
Talmudic study from a limited clrcle of scholarly sages into a pursuit 
available to all sectors of the Jewish population. As the framework for. 
the entire body of Jewish observance, the Talmud, (from the Hebrew 
term for "study" or "learning"), compiled between the 3rd to 5th cen~ 
turies, has long been at the center of Jewish learning, and it continues 
to play a vital role in Jewish life. 

Israel Degree Controversy Nearing Resolution 
President Joel received a letter from the Israeli Minister of 

Education, Umor Uvnat, which indicated that the process of rectify~ 
ing 'the issue about accepting Yeshiva University degrees with the 
Ministry of Educ~tion in Israel is well underway. In the letter Umor 
Uvnat ·writes: "With immediate effect, the relevant department at the 
Ministry will recognize the degrees awarded by Yeshiva University to 
the few graduates who thus far have had difficulty having their 
degrees officially certified for salary purposes. They will receive con~ 

firmation of this certification of their degrees from the relevant 
department in the immediate future." This letter arrived after a report 
that new immigrants ·with degrees from institutions that gave credit 
for a year of study in Israel were not being paid by the government in 
accordance with their level of education. 

Over the last few months, this issue has caused much confusion 
and apprehension. However, Joel states, "we have been working with. 
her [Umor Uvnat's] office in seeing to it _that this issue is satisfactori~ 
ly resolved. While not yet completely resolved, I continue to be confi~ 

, dent that we will have closure shortly." 
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On · Our· Campus: 
Despite New Cafeteria, Students ·complain 

By Laya Pelzner 

At the most recent Town Hall 
meeting on Beren campus, on 
February 23 in the Levy Lobby, 
students voiced concern over the 
severely limited weekend cafeteria 
hours. President Richard Joel 
stated that he would look into the 
issue. It should be noted that 
Stern students already run a Food 
Services Committee, which seeks 
to address all food~related issues, 
including availability, options, 
and cafeteria hours. 

The Food Service Committee 
on the Beren Campus, cur
rently headed by Stern stu
dents Elisheva Roszler, Lisa 
Feuer and ..Alison Brokowsky 
was created to enable .c:nlr1f>11t

feedback on the cafeteria food: 
"We meet with Mr. Singer, usu~ 

ally about once a month," said 
Roszler, "and we give our inpu 
about what changes should be 
made." The committee typically 
has a list of approximately th.iity 
suggestions, which are individual~ 
ly evaluated. The cafeteria admin~ 
istration, according to Roszler, "is 
very good and quick about putting 
it [suggestions) i.Iito effect." 

The current complaint among 
sew students is the dearth of 
weekend cafeteria hours. Not all 
students are a part of the mass 
exodus of students who leave 
Stern on Thursday night and 
therefore rely on only a few hours 
to obtain their food over the 
weekend. 'The caf hours are really 
inconvenient," remarked sew 
senior Michelle Faber. Faber does 
not end class until 7:15 pm on 
Thursday night, while the cafete~ 
ria closes at 7:00 pm. 
Conveniently, Stern is in close 
proximity to various restaurants 
such as Mendy's, Viva, Circa, etc., 
so that there other options avail~ 
able when the cafetaria is closed, 
but these alternatives are not 
financially covered by the Stern 
cafeteria cards. At the Town Hall 
meeting, President Joel explained 
that cafeteria facilities would be 
open for longer hours if an 
increased amour:t of people would 

take advantage of the extended 
hours. 

During the week, Le Bistro is 
open later than the Stern cafeteria, 
and is also a. well~situated eating 

· alternative for students taking 
classes in the 215 Lexington build~ 
ing. "The hours there are' really 
convenient," stated Faber. 
Sophomore A viva Horowitz 
enjoys Le Bistro because "it is de£~ 
initely roomier than the other caf." 

Joel also noted that Milners 
and the C~store at Schottenstein, 
the off~campus 

on 
mornings until 

1:00 pm, which provides a break
fast and lunch option for students 
who are in the dormitories for the 
weekend. Faber, who has lived in 
Brookdale for the last four years, 
feels that Milners provides less of· 
a selection of food and snacks 
than in the past, but she added 
that the popular option of Chinese 
food did not exist when she first 
came to Stern. 

HoroWitz, also a Brookdale 
resident, said, "They don't have 
enough junk food in Milners." 
Shifra Cooper, a SCW junior and 
Schottenstein resident, comment
ed on the larger variety of foods 
available at the Schottenstein 
store. "Their frozen dinners are 
pretty good," ~he explained. Many 
students take advantage of the 
food choices at the Schottenstein 
C-store when they are in the 
mood for a meal outside of the caf. 

Stern students are fprtunate 
to have access to two strictly 
kosher cafeterias, plus the dorm 
mini~markets of Milners and the 
Schottenstein C~Store. Yet, stu~ 

dents are often heard complaining 
about the food served here. Ask 
fellow students the reason for . 
these complaints, and chances are 
they will respond that they find 
the meal · choices 
become 
tious. 

"I'm bored of it," 
answered Cooper, when asked 
about the food served in the caf 
and at Le Bistro. "There are a lot of 
options, but it's just the same 
thing everyday." After three 
semesters at Stern, Cooper feels 
that the food tends to get repeti~ 
rive. 

To an outsider touring the caf 
or Le Bistro, there appears to be a 
wide range of food choices. During 
a typical lunch in the main caf, 
students can choose between 
selections from a salad bar, several 
hot entrees (usually consisting of 
pasta, fish, potatoes, hot vegeta
bles and soup), yogurts, bagels 
.and more. If .one travels a mere 
block, her options are expanded 
even more by the pizzas, sushi and 
muffins served at Le Bistro. 
Where, then, does the lack of vari~ 
ety enter the· situation? 

Faber explained that after 
four years at Stern, the food tends 
to become repetitive. "It's hard to 
tell whether or not the quality [of 

the food] went down," said Faber. 
"It could just be because I've eaten 
it for so long." On the one hand, 
Faber feels that school has 
stopped serving her favorite 
meals, like chicken stuffed with 
rice and mushrooms. Yet, she 
admitted, "In a sense, really I don't 
think it's the school's fault...it 
doesn't really seem like there's 
anything the school can do." 

In reference to students' 
complaints 

about a lack 
of variety, Jeffrey Rosengarten, 
associate vice president adminis~ 
trative services at Yeshiva 
University, explained that Le 
Bistro "was opened in part to add 

· more variety and choices to the 
dining experience." 

According to Rosengarten, 
"Opinions regarding food and 
selection have always been rather · 
diverse," . "Typically on a college 
campus, when students are asked 
about quality of food they will 
complain; and I would guess that 
our students are not that different 
in this regard, although I have per~ 
sonally heard many compliments 
from students especially regarding 
the new 215 Bistro." 

According to Rosengarten, 
the school listens to suggestions 
from students regarding the food. 
"We have always met [with], and 
listened to, suggestions from food 
service C.Qmmittee members, and 
many menu additions and dele-

tions are made based on this 
input," explained Rosengarten. 
This administrative committee 
meets with a large range ~f stu
dents to investigate how they feel 
about the food. "We take sugges
tions, and we put them into 
action," explained Roszler. Most 
of the complaints the committee 
receives are about healthy eating. 
Students complain that the hot 
food is oily, which, according to 
Roszler, is inevitable when food is 

cooked in bulk. 
"With the new caf, 

are a lot of healthy 
options," continued 

Ros~ler. Included in the 
healthy meal options are 
scoops of tuna, tofu, vitamin 

and loaves of whole 
bread in Le Bistro, all 

Initiated by the Food Service 
Committee. Le Bistro is open 

hoiirs than the caf, and it 
<c.a.LuJcc.-> new food items, such as 
ice cream and Starbucks frap~ 

pachinos. Roszler has visited 
other kosher dining halls at vari~ 
ous other colleges, and notes that 
"we, by far, have the best food out 
of all of them," she concluded. 

Another critcism of the Stern 
cafeteria is the rise of food prices. 
Students complain that the price 
of the food has increased while its 
quality has not. The reason for the 
higher prices is simple economics. 
"As the cost of food products, and 
of associated labor rise," explained 
Rosengarten, "so too does the cost 
of the food we serve." 

No two people have the same 
tastes, and it is almost impossible 
to create a menu that would 
please everyone. Even in the 
desert, God fed the Jewish people 
with manna, which the Midrash 
explains tasted like whatever food 
the person desired. Short of the 
miracle of the manna, there will 
always be people who are not fully 
satisfied with the food. Yet, the 
surest way to express opinions 
about the food here is to speak to 
the Food Service Committee, 
because the administration is gen~ 

erally receptive to their feedback. 
No pun intended. 

Plans to Improve Brookdale and 
Schottenstein Residence Halls 

By Esther Genuth and Yael 
Schiller 

In an effort to beautify and 
improve the environment ~f ~tern · 
College's residence halls, renova~ 

tions will be completed this sum~ 

mer in both the Brookdale and 
Schottenstein dormitories. The 
project, currently_ in develop~ 

ment, includes plans to revamp 
the lobby and first floor lounge of 
Brookdale Residence Hall as well 
as the Diener dining room of 
Schottenstein Residence Hall. 

"The aim is to both improve 
the overall ambiance and to create 
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a more grand entrance to the 
building that houses the majority 
of Beren campus residents," states 
Jeffery Rosengarten, the associate 
vice president of administrative 
services. "This will also aid in 
traffic flow and create an 
improved quality of life for those 
who reside there 

Student life committees and 
members of the board and admin
istration, including President 
Richard Joel, Dean Karen Bacon 
and Associate Dean -of Students 
Zelda Braun all promote the proj~ 
ect. To ensure maximum student 
satisfaction, members of the 
Beren Campus student body will 

also be able to their voice opin~ 
ions on the matter. 

Currently - the Brookdale's 
lobby is mediocre in comparison 
to the other dormitory lobbies. 
Whereas the 36th street dormito~ 
ry's back lounge is furnished with 
plush couches, the Brookdale 
Lobby contains a few old stained 
seats. In fact, part of the effort to 
redecorate the entrance to 
Brookdale lobby is to cast a better 
image of Stern College on its 
many visitors. "Thursday nights 
would be much more enjoyable 
with a tastefully decorated lobby'~ 
remarks sew sophomore 
Daniella Lieberman. "I want to be 
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proud of where I live." 
The renovation of the 

Schottenstein Residence Hall's 
Diener Dining Room is · in .the 
process of development as well. 
The dining room, which currently 
serves as the guest lounge, will be 
renovated to facilitate the use of 
both areas. 'The aim is to better 
accommodate students who uti
lize the room to meet and greet 
their guests, and at the same time 
to improve it's utility as a dining 
and special events space," 
explains Rosengarten. 

Students are not the ·only 
ones who await the changes; 
security personnel are looking 

forward as well. "It gets crowded 
in the lobby. Especially for the 
candle lighting ceremonies." says 
Chris, a security guard who pre~ 
ferrs to only give his first name, 
refering to the Chanukah lighting 
in the Brookdale lobby. 
"Hopefully it will be easier to nav~ 

igate in case of a fire." 
As of now the renovation 

projects are underway. Details 
will become available to the stu
dent body later in the semester as 
plans move forward. 
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s,cw Happenings 
The -Private . World of Tenure Deliberations 

By Orlee Levin 

Disappointment often per
vades the atmosphere at Stern 
College for Women when stu
dents learn that a favorite faculty 
member will not be returning the 
following semester. The reason: 
the faculty member's request for 
tenure was denied. A denial of 
tenure means that a teacher com
pletes the academic year but his or 
her contract is not renewed. Often 
when tenure is denied, there are 
student cries of ~unfair!" Many 
believe that there is some rigged 
system that has prevented a 
favorite professor from being 
granted tenure. 

The tenure process, contrary 
to popular student belief, is a long, 
proscribed process. Each candi
date must pass through several 
levels of review and evaluation to 
ensure that the candidate is grant
ed an equal opporturii.ry to receive 
a prestigious appointment like 
tenure. 

The Prpcess 
Consideration for tenure can

didacy begins in the spring of a 
faculty member's fifth year. "In 
order to be a candidate for tenure 
a faculty member must be a full 
time member of the staff," 

explains Stern College for Women 
Dean Karen Bacon. The appoint-

. ment as a full-time faculty mem
ber is explicitly described in a let
ter stating that a particular mem
ber of faculty has become a full
time member. "Generally; being a 
full time member· translates into 
teaching three or four courses a 
semester, though allowances for 
administrative work and research 
_are made depending on the dean 
and academic appointment" says 
Bacon. 

The first step in· the tenure 
evaluation process is conducted 
by the divisional committee, 
based on the particular depart
ment with which a faculty mem
ber is affiliated. There are four 
divisional committees: Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics, 
Humanities, Social Sciences and 
Judaic Studies. The specific com
mittee evaluates a particular fac
ulty member based on teaching 
skills, scholarly research, and 
achievements. Innovations and 
peer evaluations ·as well as stu
dent evaluations are taken into 
account. The committee then 
sends its decision to the executive 
committee of the division. . The 
committee also asks for six out
side letters of scholarly activity. 
The executive committee's deci
sion is passed to Dr. Morton 

Lowengrub, vice president for 
academic affairs. 

Lowengrub then convenes a 
committee for undergraduate 
cases and the dean of the school 

· may be present and give personal 
opinion and advice. ~I read every
thing and make· an independent 
judgment," explains Lowengrub. 
He further states, "I take their rec
ommendation to the President. 
The decision is discussed and 
together the President and I make 
the recommendation to the Board 
of Trustees." The faculty mem
ber's portfolio is passed to the 
Board of Trustees for Academic 
Affairs for further evaluation. At 
the meeting with the Board of 
Trustees, President Richard Joel 
and three respected academics 
from outside the university are 
present for deliberations. 

The decision the Board of 
Trustees makes is the final word 
on the matter. According to 
Lowengrub "the Board is generally 
in concurrence about whether or 
not to grant tenure." 

The application process for 
tenure ends during the spring 
semester of a faculty member's 
sixth year. · The tenured appoint
ment begins in the fall of the facul
ty's seventh year with the univer
sity. Currently 45 percent of 
sew faculty has tenure. 

The Perks of Tenure 
Once a faculty member is 

granted tenure, he or she is guar
anteed lifetime employment with 
the university. The facuity hand
book from 1993, currently under 
revision, explains that "a tenured 
faculty member shall not be 
removed except upon written 
charges for cause. Dismissal for 
cause shall include incompetence, 
immoral character or conduct 
unbecoming a teacher, inefficien
cy, physical or mental disability or 
neglect of duty, and personal con
duct which impairs the individ
ual's fulfillment of his institution
al responsibilities. The burden of 
proof in establishing cause for dis
missal rests upon the University." 

A tenured faculty member 
may also be dismissed for financial 
exigency. The faculty handbook 
explains that when "the President 
determines that such action may 
need to be taken he must confer 
with the Dean and such faculty as 
he deems appropriate, or an 
appropriate faculty committee, of 
the school involved concerning 
the policy to be followed in the 
reduction of staff before such 
action is taken." 

The handbook states "in the 
event of department or program 
reorganization permanently elimi-

nating the position held by the 
faculty member, the following 
procedures shall apply: non
tenured personnel of such depart
ment shall be separated from the 
University before any tenured 
position shall be affected; tenured 
faculty shall be separated in 
·inverse order of their rank. In the 
event of such departmental reor
ganization, a tenured faculty 
member shall be first reassigned 
to new duties if practicable, in the 
opinion of the President." 

Does YU Measure Up? 
The process of gaining tenure 

is a lengthy, complicated one. 
Most universities have similar 
methods by which they deterinine 
whether they will grant their fac 
ulty members tenure. Most uni
versities start evaluation in the 
spring of a faculty member's fifth 
or sixth year. They often request 
outside letters of scholarly work 
as well. 

Tenure is a tedious process, 
and unfortunately not one that is 
open to dispute or appeal. Since 
the process is conducted behind 
closed doors, it is difficult to 
know enough a~out the workings 
of a particular tenure evaluation 
to effect meaningful change. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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SCW· Student Appointed 
WYUR Maoager 

By Frieda Kahn 

Rachel Levinson, SCW '07, is 
breaking new ground as the first 
Stern student to be appointed sta
tion manager of the YU radio sta
tion, WYUR. ·Levinson is current
ly the production director of 
WYUR, vice president of the 
Joseph Dunner Political Science 
Society, and the assistant chair
person of the- Canvassing 
Committee. "I'm honored and 
excited to forge the way for 
women to take leading roles in 
joint .campus activities," she said 
of her appointment. 

The role of station manager 
encompasses a variety of responsi
bilities. ~r will be the filter 
through which all decisions are 
made," described Levinson, "my 
name will be the name on the 
checks, and I will also be working 
more with the technical crew. 
Basically, I will be responsible to 
ensure that everything in the sta
tion works smoothly." Upon 
hearing the news of Levinson's 
appointment, Julie Avner, a SCW 
junior remarked, "As an avid lis
tener, I'm really excited that Stern 

College will now have more of a 
presence in the running of the 
radio station." 

Though WYUR has been on 
the air for over 50 years, it only 
started offering Internet broad
casts in November 2003. 
Originally, the shows were only 
available from the dormitories, 
but due to changes made by the 
FCC (Federal Communications 
Committee), it became very 
expensive for independent radio 
stations to stay on the air. The 
switch to Internet radio allows 
YU to have a radio station that is 
both affordable and easily accessi
ble to any student with an 
Internet connection. 

The shows broadcasted from 
WYUR are as diverse as its stu
dent body. From jazz music, to 
political talk shows, to ·sports and 
comedy, even the name of each 
show reflects its distinctness and 
appeal. There are over 25 different 
radio shows airing every week, 
and with over 100 students active
ly involved, the station is always 
dynamic and lively. 

'The purpose of WYUR," 
according to Levinson, "is for 

continued on page 21 
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OPINION 
Our com.p.eting Chromosomes: A 

Scientific Defense of Women's Genius 

By Karyn Winkler 

Recent events and state~ 

ments made in the last couple of 
weeks regarding women's alleged 
"finite" capabilities have caused 
outrage and anger throughout all 
spectrums of society. Preceding 
the unfounded and false state~ 

ments asserted by a recent article 
in the Commentator, the presi~ 
dent of Harvard University, 
Lawrence H. Summers, contemp~ 
tuously expressed his views on a 
woman's place in society at the 
NBER Conference on 
Diversifying the Science &: 
Engineering Workforce. He cap~ 
tured his core argument when 
asking, "What fraction of young 
w.omen in their mid~twenties 
make a decision that they don't 
want to have a job that they think 
about eighty hours a week?" 
Summers' controversial remarks 
mainly state that "intrinsic differ~ 
ences" in ability partly explain 
why there are fewer women in 
the pool of applicants for top sci~ 
ence jobs. In a shocking but 
meaningful reprimand, Harvard's 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
passed a motion recently saying 
it lacked confidence in President 
Lawrence Summers ~ the first 
such action in the nearly 400-
year history of the university. 
Along with the board at Harvard 
University, many have chosen to 
respond to the overwhelming 
and spreading sentiment that 
women are .somehow inferior to 
men in most intellectual facul~ 
ties, specifically science and 
math. Since . these are the exact 
intellectual qualities in question, 
there is no better way to defend 
women's academic equality and 
leverage through any other 
means besides pure and simple 
scientific facts. 

In "X~celling Over Men," an 
op~ed recently written for The 
New York Times by Maureen 
Dowd, the basic genetic design 
behind women's intellectual sub
stance is outlined through con~ 
crete scientific facts, along with 

the help of some obvious and 
apparent comical evidence 
regarding .the weaknesses and 
limitations of men. Dowd, refer~ 
ring to a study recently published 
in the journal Nature, reveals that 
"women are genetically more 
complex than scientists ever 
imagined, while men remain the 
simple creatures they appear." 
One of the authors of the study, 
the renowned genome expert 
Huntington Willard from Duke 
University, states that "genetical~ 
ly speaking, if you've met one 
man, you've met them all," refer~ 
ring to all men's virtually inactive 
Y ~ chromosome. · 

Elementary knowledge of 
genetics dictates that both men 
and women have 46 chr.omo~ 
somes each. However, what 
varies between the sexes is oper~ 
ative capacity and efficie~cy of 
the final 46th chromosome. In 
men, 4 5 chromosomes work to 
their full potential~ while the 
46th is "the pathetic Y that has 
only a few genes which operate 
below the waist and ·above the 

-knees." In women, however, 
Willard observed that females 

benefit from. all .46 chromosomes 

working to their maximum 
potential. This particular study 
mainly dealt with the newfound 
evidence that this 46th chromo~ 
some is actually women's second 
X chromosome, and that it is 
working at magnitudes greater 
than ever known. The 
researchers discovered that a 
massive 15 percent of the genes 
on the second X chromosome in 
women, thought to be non~func~ 
tional and inactive, are actually 
operating, giving women a con~ 
siderable advantage in gene 
expression over men. 

Dr. David Page, a molecular 
biologist and expert on sex evo~ 
lution, also known as "the 
defender of the rotting Y chromo~ 
some," refers to the studies that 
prove that the men's Y chromo~ 
some had been losing genes for 
millions of years, and is now 
reduced to a diminutive fraction 
of the size of the X chromosome. 
"The Y married up," he comically 
explains. 'The X married down." 

· Some scientists have even theo~ 
rized that in less than 10 million 
years, men as a species could dis~ 
appear altogether. To sum up the 

·gene capacity of the Y chromo~ 
some, Dowd cleverly concludes 
that it encompass·es "the belching 
gene, the inability~to~remember~ 
birthdays~and~anniversaries 

gene, the fascination~with~spi~ 
ders~and~reptiles gene, the selec~ 
tive~ hearing~ loss~"H uh" ~gene, 
and the inability~to-express~ 

affection~on~the~phone gene." In 
addition, she points out that 
maybe men have a hard time 
expressing themselves because 
their genes do as well. Clearly, 
when the President of Harvard as 
well as the author of the afore~ 
mentioned article in the 
Commentator doubted and 
debased women's intellectual 
abilities, they experienced a 
chromosomal malfunction on 
their ever~present, dysfunctional 
Y chromosome. From where we 
sit, as women and intellectuals, 
this problem can only be correct~ 
·ed by a very large dose of intellec~ 
tual ~agra. 
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THE OBSERVER SPORTS 

YU Hosts .Sarachek Tournament 
By Judy Alkoby 

"March Madness" was not 
just limited to the NCAA; "bas
ketball fever" was spread all over 
the YU campuses as the Sarachek 
basketball tournament began. 
The 14th annual Red Sarachek 
high school basketball tourna
ment was held from March 31st 
to April 4th. Most of the games 
were hosted in Yeshiva 
University's Max Stern Athletic 
Center, while the rest were held 
at various schools in New Jersey. 
Twenty yeshiva high school 
teams from all over the United 
States and Canada rigorously 
competed for the championship 
trophy. Many supporters of the 
teams flew in to cheer their 
schools to victory. In addition, 
countless Yeshiva University 
students were conspicuously 
absent from classes, having been 
lured to the gym with high hopes 
that their alma matter would tri
umph. 

The Young Israel of Century 
City Panthers took home the 
championship trophy after com
peting against the Frisch 
Cougars in the championship 
game. The resulting score of the 
tense, enthusiastic game was 53-: 

36. YICC fans were so over
whelmed with pride that they . 

' stormed the court at the sound of 
the final buzzer. "It was a great 
game," said Chicago visitor Leah 
Alkoby. "Both teams played their 
best, but the Panthers really 
dominated the court." This was 

YICC's sth Sarachek victory, 
which will definitely be a reason 
to celebrate long after the tour
nament. With all eyes on the 
court, many athletes were able to 
demonstrate their talent. Senior 
Josh Mazalian awed the crowd 
with his unstoppable three
pointers, while David Gilboa put 
up a great defensive front. 

However the Sarachek 
Tournament was not just a com
petition of better shooting or 
dribbling skills. Rather, the tour
nament was an embodjment of 
Torah Im Dcrcch Erctz, and was an 
opportune time to develop achdut 
(unity). W hile it is true that in 
every tournament there is a level 
of healthy competition, many of 
the participants formed new 
friendships and caught up on old 
ones. The tournament is a won
derful experience for high school 
athletes to meet with a common 
hobby and have a great time, all 
within a Jewish framework. 

Yeshiva University is proud ·to 
promote these ideals, and will 
continue to encourage Jewish 
youth to cultivate their talents. 

1) Ramaz Rams, NY, NY 
2) Marsha Stern Talmudical 
Academy Lions, NY, NY 
3) Young Israel of Century City 
Panther, LA., CA 
4) Frisch Cougars, Teaneck, NJ 
5).Yeshivat Rambam Red Storm, 
Baltimore, MD 
6) Melvin J Berman Hebrew 
Academy Cougars, Rockville, 
MD 
7) Valley - Sharrey Zedek 
Wolfpack, North Hollywood, 
CA 
8) Hyman Brand Hebrew 
Academy Rams, overland park, 
KS 
9) Rabbi Alexander Gross 
Hebrew Academy Warriors, 
Miami, FL 
10) Ida crown Jewish Academy 
Aces, Chicago, IL 
ll) Weinbaum Yeshiva High 
School Storm, Boca Ratone, FL 
12) Hebrew Academy of 
Montreal Heat, Montreal, 
Canada 
13) Bnei Akiva Ohr Chaim 
Knights, Toronto, Ontario 
14) Yavneh Academy Bulldogs, 
Dallas, TX 

15) Maimocldies M-Cats, 
Brookline, MA 
16) Fuchs Bet Sefer Mizrachi 
Mayhem, Cleveland, OH 
17) Robert Beren Hebrew 
Academy Stars, Houston, TX 
18) Yeshiva High School of 
Atlanta Lions, Atlanta, GA 
19) Cooper Yeshiva High School 

Maccabees, Memphis, TX 
20) ~olumbus Torah Academy 
lions, Columbus, OH 
. .. For many parents and 
friends who could not attend the 

. tournament, live updates and 
photos could be seen on 
www.macslive.com. 

···················~······················~···~·············· 
Better Luck Next Year 

By Sari Nossbaum 

While the regular season 
games are important, playoffs are 
a whole different ball game. All 
the grueling hours of team prac
tices, individual conditioning, 
and hard work both on and off 
the court come down to the play
offs; it is the climax of the season. 
Any team can win on any given 
night as the tension ratchets up 
several notches. 

The Lady Macs finished the 
regular season with a lO-ll record 
(3-4 in the HVW AC 
Conference), placing the team in 
fourth place heading into the 
playoffs. Consequently, we drew 
the defending champions, The 
Purchase Cougars, in the first 
round of the playoffs. Due to our 
superior ·regular season record, 
we obtained home-court advan
tage for the big game. 

There was great excitement 
in the air as The Lady Macs' team 
bus arrived at Yeshiva University 
High School for Girls, commonly 
known as Central. The team was 

· literally bombarded with 
paparazzi from . both the 
Observer and Commentator 
newspapers. The stands were 
packed with screaming fans, and 
there was not a seat to be had in 
the sold-out gym. 

As the team warmed up, one 
could sense the focus the players 
had, with all of them determined 
to vvin the game. For the five 
seniors on the team, this could 
possibly be their last college bas
ketball game. This was a defining 
moment in the career of each of 
these players. These were play
ers who had given their hearts 
and souls to the success of the 
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Lady Macs. Unfortunately, one 
of the seniors and captains, 
Jessica Epstein, was forced to 
watch the game from the side
lines due to a torn · ACL in her 
knee. As one of the tallest play
ers, Jessica's skill was sorely 
missed on the court. . 

Luckily, the Purchase 
Cougars were not a tall team, but 
they were very tough and aggres
sive. 'It could be said with cer
tainty that they put their most 
forceful foot forward that night. 
In a high scoring, highly enter
taining game, The Lady Macs 
took the game to another level, 
with all players contributing on 
both ends of the court. But the 
Cougars were also playing hard, 
and at half time, the Lady Macs 
held a six-point lead. 

The Cougars stayed close the 
entire game and would not be 
easily defeated. The game went 
down to the wire, with the 
Cougars hitting a two point shot 
on the buzzer closing out the 
period. Determined, the Lady 
Macs held strong and won the 
game by two points, 89-87. 

As the buzzer sounded, cries 
of exhilaration were heard 
throughout the gym and across 
the street (although, we discov
ered later, this was due to the 
looting of the nearby bodega). 
With the adrenaline still pump
ing, the Lady Macs huddled in 
the center of the court - elated, 
proud and relieved to be the win
ners! After the game, the locker 
room contained a lively celebra
tion as Coach Karen Green 
expressed her delight in the 
team's performance, and pre
pared them for the next oppo
nent in the semi-finals, St. 
Joseph's. : 

The game against St. 
Joseph's was held on a Saturday 
night at the Pratt Institute, a 
neutral location, which offered 
neither team an aclvantage and 
the safety precaution of a low 
profile after the.stalker incident 
last year. The Lady Macs kept the 
game close in the first half, clos
.ing to within five points at the 
half, 22-27. In a defensive second 
half, baskets were tough to score. 
In fact, St. Joseph's kept Stern 
scoreless for five minutes at the 
eight minute mark as they 
achieved a fourteen point lead. 
From that point on, the valiant 
Lady Macs were unable to match 
the score and subsequently lost 
the game, 44-61. 

In an emotional end to the 
season, Coach Green stated that 
she was proud of the way the 
team had played, and expressed 
with assurance that "we were 
not outplayed. It was simply a 
matter of a lot of our shots not 
falling tonight." Despite these 
words," the loss was still tough to 
swallow. For some of the team, · 
including myself, this signified 
an eric! to our college basketball 
careers. 

While there were many tears 
that night, it was also a night of 
festivity - as we went out on the 
town as a team to celebrate a fan
tastic season (from which I am 
still recovering!). Looking back 
on the season, I have many fond 
memories that I will treasure for
ever. · I will never forget the 
incredible experience that I, as a 
member of the Lady Macs, shared 
with my teammates. Thanks for 
a great three years, and better 
luck next year! 
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Macy's at Herald_ Squar~, Spr_ing has Finally· Sprung 
·; tr~kking tb.ro:ugh_-Joliage and 

By Talya Berger flowers towards the great golden 
. ._,·r: gates of.O~. , .. ,. 

New Yorkers have beer]. hop- The Windows¥} only ~"dste 
ing for the day when it would be o£ what is to come i.rJ,side Macy's. 
safe to ask: Is it spring yet? At Within the entrance atrium, 
Macy's at Herald Square, the there is a grinning whale; created 
answer is a re§ounding "Yes!" from small red, green, and yellow 
This year's Macy's Flower Show , flowers- suspended over a -large 
is called "Gardens ·of Fantasy," · koi pond, .spouting a continuous 
and could ·not be. more aptly stream of water. This is only th~ 
named. Beginning with the dis- beginning of the transformation 
play windows outside the build- from the normally boring depart
ing, and continuing through the ment-store atmosphere of 
entire ground floor of Macy's, Macy's. The entire interior is a 
shoppers are. transported into a spring paradise, complete with 
blossoming indoor paradise. classical music tracks such as 

Macy's display windows Vivaldi's "Spring" of The Four 
along 34th Street are famed for Seasons piece playing overhead. 
their Christmas scenes, but they Every flat space not covered with 
should be recognized for their merchandise is blanketed with 
artistic contribution at this time vast arrays of flowers. Each of the 
of the year as well. In the smaller columns are even capped by a 
windows, handbags, shoes and · platform covered with flora. The 
delicate pieces of jewelry are nes- center aisle is lined with 
tled in the petals of oversized pedestals containing l4~foot tall 
daffodils. In the large windows, Japanese cherry! blossom trees 
mannequins in whimsical spring surrounded by cheerful daffodils. 
dresses pose amidst human-sized Also in the center aisle is a large 
poppies and squares of lush Waterford vase filled with flow
green grass. On 35th Street, the ers which was created specially 
displays recognize one of the for the occasion, and is valued at 
financial backers of the Flower $75,000. When the flower show 
Show, the movie "The Muppets ends, the vase will be auctioned 
Wizard of Oz." Kermit the Frog at Christie's, and its proceeds 
relaxes on a bench surrounded will provide support for the 
by a vivid carpet of flowers and Tsunami Aid Fund. 
plants while Miss Piggy ·appears There are tours offered sev
in full good-witch regalia, peer- eral times daily, and in the 
ing from a multi-hued garden. Visitors Center on Floor l-l/2 
The Tin Man, Lion, and (yes, there is such a floor) there 
Scarecrow appear in a series of are 2 pamphlets, one an Events 
windows that show them Guide and the other a floor plan 

and .description of the Flower 
Show itself. · It is worth being 

. aw.are of wheri' the different 
:· events are taking. place, because 
it would be a shame to go and 
miss out on some of the great 
opportunities to learn some cool 
tips, from -home decorating to 
cake decorating to flower arrang
ing. 

A true appreciation of the · 
vast array of flowers and plants 
that are displayed can only be 
gained by taking a tour. Not only 
will you learn about the displays 
but you may also pick up some 
funky tips for your own garden! 
For example, who knew that one 
can control the color of 
hydrangeas by changing the acid
ity of the soil in which the 
hydrangeas grow? (To grow pink 
azaleas, the soil must be slightly 
alkaline, which can be achieved 
by mixing in some lime juice. To 
grow blue ones, add some used 
coffee grounds.) 

Among the 17 specialty gar
dens were several that are of par
ticular note. The T apiary Garden 
is a fascinating example of what 
human intervention in nature 
may achieve. Trees and shrubs 
can be · trained into unnatural 
shapes by using wire to coax cer
tain forms while the plants are 
growing, or by pruning the leaves 
and branches carefully. The 
Royal Garden is modeled after a 
classic English garden with 
mostly sedate, pastel colors 
arranged precisely. The 
Mediterranean Garden pays 

A flowering whale sculpture greets Macy's Guests 

homage to Ancient Greek civi- a citrus garden, which contains a 
lization with several small crum- small Seville orange tree and even 
bling columns and the laurel that two grapefruit trees! I ml,lst 
once functioned to create admit that it is a strange dichoto
wreaths for Olympic champions. my .to see such vibrant outdoor 
Miniature date palms, rosemary, vegetation above a jewelry 
and other herbs evoke images 'of counter. 
the Middle East. In the Orchid The entire experience was a 
Arcade, orchids droop gracefully contrast of nature and metropol
on their long delicate stems. itan living, with exotic birds-of
Some have pure white leaves paradise standing alongside per
with magenta hearts, while oth- fume bottles and handbags. It is 
ers are a lively yellow with pur- always a pleasure to see plants 
ple centers. By contrast, the and flowers in .a city where a sin
Cactus Garden consists mainly gle tree is considered to be a sign 
of greens and yellows. There are, of nature. This tour is a wonder
however, a great variety of tex- ful way to welcome the spring
tures· and shapes, from hairy to so put away your parkas and 
spiky and lethal-looking. Here snow boots until next year, and 
you can find cacti-like aloe vera enjoy Macy's Flower Show! 
and pony-tail palms. There is also 

-------------------------------------
Clorox, Ammonia, · and COffee: A Movie Review 

By Tikva Hecht 

"Clorox, Ammonia, and 
Coffee," a new film by Norwegian 
writer-director Mona]. Hoel, has 
a quality to it that is difficult to 
specify. It gives, :in Hollywood
worthy attempt, a full dose of 
power-of...'love and overcoming
odds goodness, but "Clorox, 
Ammonia, and Coffee" is not 
modeled as a fairytale escape 
from reality. The movie utilizes 
punk music, speedy camera work 
and extraordinary images to pro
duce a drug-like effect for the 
audience. Despite this impres
sion, "Clorox, Ammonia, and 
Coffee" is not a trip that is 
designed to break from the truth 
of real life. The film is a mature 
work of art. It understands its 
purpose- to serve reality- but it 
does not allow itself be tricked 
into accepting the boundaries of 
reality. 

The film spins together a 
number of different lives to 
describe time and place~ A hodge- . 
podge of characters includes a 
loving young mother and her 
unfaithful · husband, a morally 
questionable and sadly empty old 
woman, and a trampoline-loving 
policeman and his liberal ininded 
but trampoline-fearing brother, 
all of whom contribute to the 
plot. These and other characters 
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provide color in a Western socie
ty that is bereft of any innocence 
of the past, and that does not rec
. ognize any of its flaws. The film is 
mainly a social commentary on 
gender roles, but also portrays a 
much larger mosaic of human 
depth, ugliness, honor, redemp
·tion and, above all, communica
tion. 

I cannot say "Clorox" adds 
anything new to the discussion 
of these timeworn topics. It was 
sometimes difficult to determine 
whether its "this-is-the-way-life
is" attitude was just an excuse to 
play with cliches. What it was 
able to do, and what gives the 
film maturity, however, is its 
ability to maintain a clear dis
tinction between the heroes and 
villains. This should be consid
ered a feat in a movie that man
ages a mismatched group of char
acters who are individually both 

. superficial yet deep, simple yet 
complex, and - admirable yet 
repellent. 

The credit for the well-con
trolled tensions in the movie can 
be attributed to the director, 
Mona ]. Hoel. Her skills as a 
director encourage audience 
interaction with the storyline. At 
times, she opts to keep the audi
ence distant from the story itself. 
It is at these times that the 
humor of life is displayed, and we 
are forced to recognize the 

ridiculous actions we take to 
ensure our survival and success. 
Hoel also knows how to bring 
the audience into close emotional 
prox:imity to the characters. This 
element is essential to the film, 
because it allows the audience to 
connect closely with the charac
ters' experiences and reactions. It 
is at these intimate moments in 
the film that the audience real
izes one of the tragedies of 
humankind: people will do any
thing and everything, except that 
one essential action, to survive. 
While some directors' talents lie 
only in artistic presentation or in 
methodical, steady story-telling, 
Hoel has the rare ability and 
artistic sense to utilize story
telling that changes from 
moment to moment and keeps 
the attention of the audience. 

Jesus, one of the characters, 
who owns a fruit store, states: 
"life is not made of the days that 
passed, but the ones we remem
ber." Art is very similar. "Clorox, 
Ammonia, arid Coffee" could be a 
classic if you could break a clas
sic down, and compile a check 
list of necessities. In such an 
examination, "Clorox" would 
have no reason to be anxious 
about its score. "Clorox, 
Ammonia, and Coffee" is a very 
well-executed portrayal of the 
shallowness that persuades our 
society to lose itself in labor and 
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A scene from "Clorox, Ammonia. and Coffee" 
luxury. Despite its objective ere- "Clorox, Ammonia, and Coffee" 
ativity and beauty as a film, it has was shown as part of the NEVl 
for the most part been done DIRECTORS/NEW FILMS film festi 
before. Perhaps, however, val presented by The Department of 
"Clorox" does it a little bit better Film and Media, The Museum of 
than the others. And doing some- Modem A.rt, and The Film Society of 
thing just a little bit better is Lincoln Center. 
what the film is all ahout. 
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Dancing About Architecture: 

"Rays of Gold" 
"Writing about music is like dancing about architecture - it's a 

really stupid thiiig to want to do." 

-Elvis Costello 

By Esther Lam 

Artist: Aqueduct 
Album: I Sold Gold 

Release Date: January 25th 
Notable Tracks: "Growing Up 
With GNR," "Heart Design," 
"Five Star Day," 'Tension," "The 
Tulsa Trap" 

Show: Pianos, March 28th 

Amidst what seemed like a 
24~hour downpour, a series of 
small obscure bands · lugged 
their instruments, equipment 
and talents to Pianos, a well~ 
known downtown venue that 
regularly hosts up~and~comers. 
Each of the fearless bands gave 
an enthusiastic performance on 
the cramped stage, ignoring the 
likely contact of their soaked 
Converse sneakers with the 
web of amplifier cables that 
surrounded them. 

The things that people will 
do for music. 

The standout act of th~ 
evening, the shining star, the 
sunshine among the clouds of 

that March 23th rainst~rm, 
was the fun~loving Indie pop 
act, Aqueduct. Their set fea
tured various songs from their 
first full~length album, "I Sold 
Gold," as well as some old~ 

school rap hits that had the 
amused crowd singing and 
dancing. 

Adding itself to the likes of 
The Flaming Lips and The 
Postal Service, Aqueduct com~ 
bines two styles that were once 
thought to be incompatible. 
Nineties grunge rockers would 
have pulled out their long 
greasy hair after hearing this 
marriage of authentic rock and 
the electronic reverberations of 
drum machines and synthesiz
ers. But I, I frolic in the fields of 
this sound revolution, and bless 
the muses of music for gracing 
us with such a likable, inven~ 

tive musical achievement. 
Aqueduct manages to pres

ent this "odd couple" while 
maintaining ?- lo~fi quality that 
is reminiscent of the sounds of 
your teenage next-door neigh~ 
bor's garage band. It's a shidduch 
(match) that not only works 
terrifically, but Aqueduct's 
engaging rhythms should res~ 
onate with almost every con~ 

temporary music lover, even if 
some of those beats are pro~ 
duced with a touch of a button. 

Above my bed hangs an 
Aqueduct "I Sold Gold" poster 
that I removed carefully from 

·the door of Pianos. In addition 
to representing my love for the 
record, the poster stands as a 
tribute to singer/songwriter 
David Terry's creation of 
Aqueduct's music, a process, he 
says, that took place in his bed~ 
room. In 2004, the Tulsa native 
emerged from that bedroom to 
bring the world "Pistols of 
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Singer/songwriter David Terry 
Dawn," an EP that had the crit~ 
ics talking, and was followed 
by a slew of opening gigs on 
The Flaming Lips and Modest 
Mouse tours. 

"I Sold Gold" brings fun 
and humor to an indie scene 
that is all too often viewed as 
dark and rigid. "For everyone 
who loves this song/ There's 
probably ten who hate it," 
Terry sings in, "Laundry 
Baskets." Aqueduct's songs, 
every single one of them, are 
just delightful. They're just so 
darn hard to resist. U it's not for 
the band's stellar riffs them
selves, then it's the wit and 
playfulness that seeps from 
each track. 

Terry's simplistic piano 
hooks and romantic lyrics add 
another dimension to "I Sold 
Gold." And, much like the key~ 

board that looks as though it is 
about to collapse due to Terry's 
cheerful jumping, these emo~ 
$tricken lyrics are hardly your 
typical Celine Dion ballad or 
even a Dashboard Confessional 
emotionally~complicated tear~ 

jerker. "I don't believe in astral~ 
ogy/ But you can read ·me my 
horoscope/ I love to hear your 
voice," Terry swoons in "Five 
Star Day." 

If I haven't given you sub
stantial proof that "I Sold Gold" 
is worthy of a listen, there's 
only one place to turn. That's 
right, our generation's seal of 
approval has already been 
bestowed on Aqueduct. While 
Seth babbled about his dramat~ 
ic love life, Marissa rebelled 

· against her mother, Ryan made 
his way down the path of right~ 
eousness (with some bad-boy 
speed b~mps along the way) 
and ditziness continued to be 
Summer's pastime, the band's 
"Hardcore Days &: Softcore 
Nights" played as background. 

Aqueduct's album and per
formance put a beaming smile 
on my face and on the faces of 
all those around me. Ignoring 
this invitation to join all of this 
makes me wonder if you'd pre~ 

fer a life of sadness filled with 
static approaches to music and 
other artistic processes. 

Okay, maybe comparing a 
refusal to purchase "I Sold 
Gold" to the rejection of happi~ 
ness altogether is a bit of a 
stretch, but why wouldn't you 
want to bask in some of this 
golden sunshine? 
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Riverdance: An Expression 
of Culture in Movement 

By Shifra Bronstein 

U I could name one of the 
best performances that I have 
ever seen while writing for The 
Observer Arts and Culture sec~ 
tion, it would be this spectacular 
show, "Riverdance: A Journey." 
Riverdance's "journey" essential~ 
ly began with traditional Irish 
dancing, which became popular 
in the mid~ 1990's with Michael 
Flatley's show, 
"Lord ·of · the 
Dance." 
Afterwards, as 
The New York 
Times states, he 
was "credited 
with most of 
[the] step~danc~ 

ing choreogra~ 

phy" of 
"Ri verdance." 
"Riverdance" is 
different than 
"Lord of the 
Dance" since it 
does not contain 
a "plot" as Lord of 
the Dance does, 
but is instead a 
sequential series 
of short perform~ . 
arices built upon two basic 
themes. The individual perform
ances represent different aspects 
of Irish myth, history and Irish 
influence in other countries. 

What· is Irish dancing? A 
look at some of the main 
sequences of "Riverdance" would 
give you the answer. rn this par
ticular dancing style, the dancer 
maintains a rigid torso with his 
arms held stiffly at his side or on 
his hips. The dancer's legs and 
feet move almost continuously in 
a toe~heel manner, step-behind, 
or rapid tap~dancing while either 
remaining in one place or chang~ 

ing formation. The performers 
may move their arms in a more 
limited way, for instance, to form 
group circles, whereas the lead 
male dancer generally ends a 
dancing sequence with a dramat
ic arm pose. Anyone familiar with 
Michael Flatley's one arm 
straight and forward, and the 
other drawn back as though 
about to strike, would recognize 
the unusual positions of the lead 
dancer. 

"Riverdance" is currently cel
ebrating its lOth anniversary and 
has been touring in Europe and 
the US. The performance I 
attended was one of 10 shows 
that were playing in Radio City 
Music Hall, the last of which 
ended on St. Patrick's Day. The 
director of the show soon entered 
the spotlight after I took my seat 
and announced, "it is an honor to 
be here" and officially welcomed, 
the Prime Minister of Ireland, 
B~rtie Ahern, and his wife, who 
were both in attendance. He also 
mentioned that former president 
Bill Clinton had intended on 
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being present, · but was unfortu~ 
nately in the hospital for an 
unexpected surgery. The director 
closed with a message for our 
present audience as well as all 
the former ones: "Thank you for 
10 wonderful years." 

The first act of "Riverdance" 
demonstrated the ·nature of the 
ancient, original people of 
Ireland, the Celts. As the accom~ 
panying. narration described, 
"The first peoples knew the 

world as a place of power. Their 
songs and dances and stories are 
negotiations with elemental 
powers." Some of the themes 
include "Thunderstorm," 
"Firedance" and 'The Haryest." 
The music and dances therefore 
represent the ~arly observing 
their natural world, and working 
with it to ensure a permanent 
place for their people. 

The opening scene com~ 
menced with a solo flutist play~ 
ing the main score of the show 
while wispy smoke swept onto 
the stage, establishing a mysteri~ 
ous atmosphere. The background 
for this scene, and the rest of the 
scenes, changed to correspond 
with its unique theme, which 
was created on a large movie
sized screen. This_ scene, entitled, 
"Reel Around the Sun," portrayed 
a golden light radiating from the 
screen. Male and female dancers 
emerged and began to dance, very 
slowly, to the Irish music. The 
music emanated from an orches~ 
tra in a pit, as well as an entirely 
separate one that was ~n the 
stage itself. The music played 
quicker and each slow step was 
danced faster and faster. It was 
incredible to see how the dancers 
tapped and stepped in full uni~ 

son, never missing a beat. J:he 
steps appeared simple, but their 
order, discipline and grace render 
them impossible to regular peo
ple. Toward the end of the scene, 
the lead female dancer entered, 
and delivered a singular perform
ance, sometimes kicking such 
high and light steps that she 
appeared to be suspended in 
mid-air. 

One ot the most powerful 

dance sequences was · the. · 
"Thunderstorm" · scene, which 
opened with strobe lights gener~ 
ating a lightning~effect. Male 
dancers, all dressed in black, took 
the stage, and pounded out a 
powerful step~dance. Their steps 
hit the floor with such strength, 
they produced the thunder's 
sound with their dancing. This 
scene signified how the early 
Irish felt about a thunderstorm: 
powerful, ·potent and beyond 

human control. 
The second act 

focused mainly · on 
Irish music and 
dance in other 
countries. The one 
which most 
Americans are 
familiar, the square 
·dance, descends 
from formal Irish 
dances performed 
to traditional Irish 
music. The 
Riverdance compa
ny · performed the 
square dance 
dressed in turn-of
the~century garb. 
This traditional 
Irish music was 
brought to the 

United States by thousands of 
Irish immigrants, heading for a 
new and better life, many escap~ 

ing the tragic Potato Famine that 
struck Ireland in the late 19th · 
Century. 

One of the most enjoyable, 
and definitely one of the most 
amusing scenes, "Trading Taps," 
took place in the mid~ 20th cen
tury. · One man, playing "the 
blues" entered the stage, and 
three other American men took 
the stage, from Latino and 
African American cultures. Next, 
three Irl.sh men appeared, and 
each group showed off their best 
dance moves for the other, in this 
unspoken competition. It was 
funny because each group poked 
fun at the others' dances, as when 
the American group performed 
the Irish dancing with very rigid 
expressions, and dainty tap
dancing. The audience was roar
ing with laughter, and this act 
produced more applause than 
any other. 

There were many amazing 
acts, but too numerous to 
recount. During the finale, each 
act performed a small piece from 
their performance and then all 
danced and sang at once, signify
ing their unity which spans cul
ture and time. Even though this 
incredible show is no longer 
playing in New York, it is still 
playing elsewhere in the U.S. For 
the tour schedule, visit 
Riverdance .. com for complete 
information. U you can't attend 
in person, I would try to get the 
video- I've heard that it is quite 
enjoyable as well. 
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An Opera Analysis 
Madan1e Butterfly: Modern Day American Imperialism 

By Shifra Bronstein 

"Madame Butterfly" is not 
only a story about a specific 
group of individuals, but is also 
symbolic of the larger cultural 
conflicts between Americans and 
other nations. In this opera, a 
naval officer, B.F. Pinkerton, is 
stationed in a rural Japanese area 

around the turn of the 20th cen~ 
tury, about to marry his young, 
l5~year old fiance, Butterfly. The 
supposedly gallant Pinkerton, 
however, makes it clear to his 
friend, the American councilman, 

compensate for the loss of her 
relatives and friends. 

After a short time, however, 
Pinkerton is called to naval duty 
and leaves his Japanese home. 
Butterfly faithfully waits three 
years for him to return, and ere~ 
ates excuse after excuse for his 
long absence. . Finally, the 
American councilman visits her 
and learns that she 
has had a son. The 
councilman illforms 
Pinkerton, who soon 
arrives, now accom~ 
parried by his 
American bride. 
Both Pinkerton . and 
Kate Pinkerton's that though he is presently infat~ ' . 

uated with Butterfly, he has no new bnde, want to 
intentions of ~taying with h~. ·· take Butterfly'~ cl;ilq· 
He then drinks to the day when back to ~enc~ s~ 
he will have "a true wedding . that ~he .chifd €~n be. 
with an American bride." The proVIded With a bet~ 
councilman disapproves _of 
Pinkenon's plans, warning him 
that his uninhibited love life, 
"makes life amusing, but Withers 
the heart." Despite this criticism, 
Pinkerton cannot be swayed. 

Soon, Butterfly and her 
friends and family arrive for the 
wedding. Butterfly is obviously 
thrilled \Vith Pinkertqn, and 
believes that he will always 
remain her faithful husband. The 
councilman cringes at her 
naivete, but cannot bring himself 
to tell her the truth. Before the 
wedding, Butterfly confides to 
Pinkerton that she has broken 
with herJapanese faith, and has 
resolved to be a good Christian 
woman. After the wedding, 
Butterfly's family and friends 
abandon her after they learn of 
he):' new religio~. Butte:t:fly, now 
co~pletely bereft of any old ties 
aside from her . loyal maid, 
believes that her husband will 

· ter life. Butterfly, 
seeing Kate, under~ 
stands the iituation, 
her husband's 
betrayal, and is com: 
pletely heartbroken. 
Privately, she vows 
she will commit sui~ 
cide since she cannot bear to live 
without Pinkerton or the loss of 
her son. The maid understands 
what Butterfly will do, and sends 
Butterfly's son into the room, 
knowing that Butterfly will not 
kill herself in his presence. 
Butterfly, howeyer, blindfoids 
her scin and thiusts a knife into 
herself. At that moment, 
Pinkerton arrives at the door, 
and witnesses the horror he has 
brought upon Butterfly. He holds 
out his arms · to Butterfly's son, 
and the curtain falls at this tragic 
conclusion. 

The play contains several 
sociological commentaries. One 

interpretation of the opera is to 
dispel the myth of the great 
promise of American life for the 
poor foreign person. This myth is 
often completely shattered when 
it is revealed to be an illusion. 
How many countless immigrants 
were lured by the American 
Dream, only to set foo t on 
American shores and be packed 

into tenement houses, forever 
separated from their former 
homes and families? On a micro~ 
cosmic level, Butterfly suffers the 
same fate. She is lured by the illu~ 
sions that she has imposed upon 
Pinkerton - that she will be 
wealthy and freed from her low 
social class. Similarly, Butterfly is 
severed from · her familiar rela~ 

tions by renouncing her old faith 
and adopting Pinkerton:s, and 
she never rises from her foreigner 
social status. The American 
promise of "streets-paved with 
gold" proves false, though 
Butterfly has never literally 
stepped on American soil. 

Pinkerton is unfaithful, . just as 
the American government failed 
to care for the immigrants. 
Forced into low~paying jobs 
without social or job security~ 

many immigrants rarely saw the 
fruits of their labor, laying waste 
to the myth. of the American 
Dream. 

There were many other sym~ 
bolic references to 
the immigrant's belief 
in the American 
Dream. When 
Butterfly's wedding 
procession began, it 
was humorous to see 
that Butterfly's hair 
was dressed in a tra~ 
ditional Japanese 
manner, but that she 
also had long ribbons . 
of the American flag 
hanging nearly to her 
knees. The other 
women waved small 
American flags and 
had smaller flags in 
their hair as well. 
They all had · great 
faith that opening 
their minds to the 

American way of life would bring 
nothing but goodness. 

These symbols, as well as 
others, foreshadowed the false~ 
ness of the American Dream. 
After Pinkerton confides in the 
American councilman that he 
plans on abandoning Butterfly, 
he sings the ·first line of "G~d 
Bless America." At that moment, 
the audience is repulsed by the 
damage that America caused 
other nations. This is also illus~ 
trated in the first act, where 
there was an ever~present minia~ 
turized version of an American 
fleet suspended from the · ceiling 
beams. This. American . symbol, 

looming over the marriage pro
cession and initial love of 
Pinkerton and Butterfly, was 
representative of the fact that 
Pinkerton would soon board one 
of these ships and desert 
Butterfly. Additionally, 
since the ships were warships, 
they foretold a price of death for 
those who had faith in such an 
American symbol, as Butterfly 
did. Even Butterfly's little boy, 
also indoctrinated with the 
greatness of America by his 
mother, plays with a toy 
American warship - signifying. 
that he :vvould be taken away 
from his mother in such a ship. It 
is also syinbolic of the destruc: 
tiveness of American influence, 
represented in the warship, 
which would claim the life of his 
mother. The little boy's separa~ 
tion from his mother andJapan 

. also indicates how many ili:uni: 
grant children would. turn fiom 
their · ·ancestor's beliefs and 
embrace the American way of 
life, assi.rrlilating into American 
culture. • 

· The symbols of American 
c;lomination over other weaker 
countries, and the symbols 
implying · the deceit of the 
American Dream for many immi
grants are carried throughout the 
play. All American~influenced 
events in this story ends in 
tragedy, implying that the 
United States does not necessar
ily represent fairness and equali~ 
ty. It is a cautionary tale for those 
who believe in the all~encom~ 
passing superiority and power of 
America, a message for both U.S. 
citizens as well as starry~eyed 

immigrants aiming to create sue~ 
cessful lives in the Land of 
Opportunity. 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
By Adinah Wieder 

Nestled between two other 
restaurants, Cafe Classico is 
located on a second floor, just 
above its dairy counterpart The 
Great American Health Bar. 
Located in a hectic business dis~ 
trict, the restaurant sees its fair 
share of business lunches and 
lunch break crowds. Cafe 
Classico can be reached via stair~ 
case, and overlooks 57th street 
between Fifth and Sixth 
A venues. For convenience, there 
is a complete menu posted on a 
wall outside the restaurant. 

Immediately upon entry, a 
waiter appeared, offering to seat 
us. The restaurant has many dif~ 
ferent seating venues, all of 
which foster different dining 
experiences. There are three _dif~ 

ferent kinds of tables all to suite 
different personalities. After all, 
dining is not just about the cui~ 

sine, it is about the ambiance. 
Finding the perfect table to fit 
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Bon Appetit: A Restaurant Revievv 
Featuring Cafe Classico 

your particular mood is very 
important. For those who need 
to see everyone who walks into 
the restaurant (we all know the 
type!), there are tables that are 
directly across from the main 
entrance. There are also a few 
spectacular tables by the win~ 
dow. These tables allow an 
excellent view of 57th street. For 
those guests who do not enjoy 
dining by a window or sitting in 
the thick of things, there is yet 
another table location. Tables 
are set up along the wall of the 
restaurant, and provide privacy, 
minus the window for those that 
do· not enjoy the view. 

Within seconds after being 
seated at the perfect table near 
the window, we received our 
menus. The waiter appeared 
every five seconds and asked in 
his accented English, "You ready 
to otder?" However, I conclud~ 
edthat this was better than hav~ 
ing to hunt the waiter down. My 
friend ordered a burger (thrilling, 
I know) and I ordered a slightly 

more interesting Chicken 
Marsala served with mushrooms 
in wine sauce. The · prices were 
definitely ·average for a meat 
restaurant. The burger was 
$13.95 and the chicken was 
$18.95. The menu did have a vari~ 
ety, but it was limited. There 
were fresh deli sandwiches, 
burgers, fish, pasta, chicken and 
of course a selection of victuals 
from the grill. The grill options 
included meat and chicken shish 
kabobs and various kinds of 
grilled chicken and veggies. The 
most expensive dish was ribs; 
priced at $27.95. Considering 
the price of ribs at other restau
rants, Cafe Classico is priced rea~ 
sonably. 

While I waited for my entree 
to arrive, I conducted . a little 
investigation. The restaurant 
does not require reservations for 
parties dining in small numbers. 
However, things did get a little 
hectic around dinnertime when 
many people began to · arrive. 
There were only two waiters to 
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service all the guests. Despite the 
lack of staff, whatever staff they 
did have was very efficient. The 
decibel level in the restaurant 
never rose above a whisper. This 
was nice because I was able to · 
conduct: .meaningful conversa~ 
tions. Yet, if you are one of those 
with a loud laugh, like me, you 
will be heard "like the shot heard 
around the world." Other diners 
were all very pleasant. It is much 
more of a laid~ back kind of place. 
There was classical music play
ing ever so softly in the back~ 
ground, ·further enhancing the 
relaxed tone of the restaurant. 

Now, let's get down to busi~ 
ness:. the entrees. They arrived 
within 25 minutes, which is aver~. 
age in terms of meat restaurants. 
The b1;1rger arrived with a huge 
side of fries (big shock there). 
The Chicken Marsala came with 
side dishes of flavored rice, rose~ 
mary potatoes, and the wine~ 
sauce mushrooms. My friend 
said that the burger was deli~ 

cious. However, I do feel that it 

takes extreme talent to niess up a 
burger. As far as their fries go, 
they were super. Their light sea
soning and crispy texture will 
please even. the most discerning 
connoisseur of French fries . 
However, the chicken in my dish 
was slightly chewy, though the 
mushrooms in wine sauce and 
flavored rice were delicious. 
Being that the portions were 
quite large, I was sufficiently full 
upon completion of the meal. 
Onlike the Stern cafeteria, there 
was definitely no portion control 
here. It is a good thing that their 
entrees are filling because their 
dessert menu is sorely lacking. 
Three desserts, no matter how 
good they are, do not constitute a 
dessert menu. 

If you would like to go . out 
just to have a good meat meal, 
then this is the place to go. The 
food is very tasty and definitely 
satiates. I give this restaurant 
three stars (out of five). Stay 
tuned for next issue's '- Bon 
Appetite: A Restaurant Review. 
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WYUR Appoints First 

Woman Manager 
the WYUR staff plans to devel- : 
op a.Iarger and stronger PR team : 
to focus on advertising for both : 
the station and the individual :' 
shows. "Our ratings prove that 
it makes all the difference when 
you have a lot of advertising for 
your show," Levinson said. 

continued from page 13 

there to be a place where stu
dents can go to have fun, and feel 
connected too. We're not in it 
for the ratings; we want the sta
tion to be a place where every-

• one can feel comfortable about 
expressing their opinions. We 
like to work with people to help 
them develop their talents and 
skills." In addition tq being a 
place for all students to enjoy 
themselves, the WYUR staff 
prides itself on its teamwork and 
professional environment. 

Tiffany Khalil, a DJ at 
WYUR, said that she enjoys 
working on the radio station, 
"because it is an outlet to 
express your feelings about life, 

• and it is spontaneous because 
you never know what is going to 
happen on the air or who you are 
going to meet or who you're 
going to have the best conversa
tion with." From exciting events 
like shabbatonim and on-the-air 
award shows, to music 
marathons and Thursday night 
cholent dinners, the WYUR team 
makes the station a fun and 
entertaining place. 

Beginning next semester, 
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The station's governing 
board is actively trying to bal
ance the slightly disproportion
ate ratio of YC students to SCW 
students on staff. Currently 60 
percent of student involvement 
comes from YC compared to 40 
percent from Stern. "It is really 
for everyone," noted Levinson, 
"and believe me, you have some
thing to say, it is like a bug, you 
get there and you're working off 
the air when all of a sudden you • 
find yourself having a lot to say : 
and starting your own talk 
show. Everyone sooner or: later 
gets into the whole show thing." 

All of those who are inter
ested in additional information 
about the WYUR, . please· con
tact Rachel at 
rplevinson@gmail.com or visit 
WYUR's website at 
www.WYUR.org. 
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Singapore Symphony 
Orchestra Plays at Lincoln 

Center 
Presenting Musical Stars Yo-Yo Ma 

and Gil Shaham 

'By Shifra Bronstein 

I had the opportunity to 
attend a wonderful performance 
at lincoln Center featuring two 
celebrities of the classical music . 
world: Yo-Yo Ma, a cellist, and 
Gil Shaham, an Israeli violinist. 
The Singapore Symphony 
Orchestra was one of the largest 
ones I've ever seen - made up of 
about 100 members - although 
not every musician played for 
each piece presented. The per- · 
formance took place in the A very 
Fisher Hall, a beautiful, if tightly 
packed theater. Indeed, the 
orchestra played to a full house 
and the theater was quite crowd
ed. I saw very few empty seats in 
the balconies, and even fewer in 
the orchestra section. The 
evening's themes were both 
European and Asian, since the 
orchestra played Strauss, a 
German composer, as well as 
other Asian composers, such as 
Chen Yi and Chen Gang. . 

·The first piece, "Don Juan," 
Op 20, was simply magnificent, 
even though I was craning my 
neck for the entire opening seg
ment to see if Ma was amongst 
the performers. It turned out 
that he would not be present 
until the second piece, but I still 
thoroughly enjoyed the dramatic 
selection from Don Juan. 

Even after the audienc~ fin
ished applauding for Don Juan, 
we all gave a standing ovation for 
Ma who had just walked onto 
the stage. For those of you who 
are not familiar with his life, Ma 
is a cellist who graduated from 

. Harvard and has received multi
ple awards and recognitions for 
his popular music, including 
many Grammy Awards as well as 
the prestigious A very Fisher 
Prize. More recently, you may 
have seen him play the cello at 
the Academy Awards on 

February 27th . 
Besides for the piece that the 

orchestra played, Ma's presence 
in the center ·of the stage was a 
show unto itself. It was interest
ing to see how connected he felt 
with the piece of music the 

THE OBSERVER 

orchestra was playing. 
Sometimes he would lean closely 
towards his instrument, his face 
intent on the music, and other 
times he smiled broadly, and 
swayed with the rhythm of the 
beat. Every so often when he was 
finished playing for a particular 
segment, Ma would finish his . 
part by closing .his eyes and 
drawing his cello's bow in a slow 
arc over his head, and leaning 
back in his seat with a look of 
pure exaltation on his face. 

The piece itself, "Ballad, 
Dance, and Fantasy," was a com
bination of both Western and 
Asian music, characteristic of 
composer Chen Yi's style. This 
performance was an important 
night for this particular piece 
since the evening was its official 

I 

New York premiere. This rela-
tively new piece was first per
formed, led also by Yo-Yo Ma on 
the cello, just last year in March 
of 2004. Thus, it was fitting that 
Yo-Yo Ma played the cello again 
for this first NY performance. 
There were the three movements 
to the piece, all corresponding to· 
themes of nature and the tradi
tional Chinese village. The flute 
solos were some of my favorite 

· moments - high pitched and 
pleasant with a particularly 
Chinese melody. Composer Yi 
describes "Dance on the Silk 
Road," the second movement, as, 
"The cello solo plays a virtuoso 
part representing the major 
dance role. The music continues 
on the solo cello part without a 
pause into the third movement, 
which is entitled, 'Fantasy for 
the Global Village.' The music is 
expressive and impassioned, and 
the spirit is high and encourag
ing." 

At the end of the piece, the 
audience gave a prolonged 
applause where Ma embraced 
the conductor and the lead vio
linists. To complete the picture, 
Chin Yi, who was in the audi
ence, came forward to shake 
hands with Ma and the conduc
tor. The applause continued 
until Ma and the conductor were 
granted multiple curtain calls. 
Everyone could see that this 

piece Wt:\S given . a triumphant 
reception in New York, and will 
probably continue to be received 
in such a manner for years to 
come: 

The next piece, The Butterfly 
Lovers, by Chen Gang and He 
Zhanhao tells the traditional 
story of a young Chinese woman, 
Zhu Yingtai, who dresses like a 
boy to attend school. She 
becomes friendly with a young 
man, Liang Shanbo, and they 
enjoy each other's company, but 
Zhu never reveals her true iden
tity to him. Zhu returns home to 
her father's summons to marry, 
and though quite feminist for her 
age, she still eventually agrees to 
marry the man her father choos
es. Liang is so startled by the 
news of Zhu's true self and her 
engagement that he commits sui
cide, since he realizes that he 
loves her. Zhu sees Liang's grave 
on the day of her marriage and 
reaches for it, resolving not to 
marry for her entire life. At that 
moment, a miracle occurs, and 
Liang and Zhu become butter
flies, free to be together for the 
rest of their days. 

The music, and particularly 
that of the lead violinist, Shaham, 
who took standing role, reflected 
the themes of the story. The 
music was light and merry when 
describing Zhu and Liang's 
happy school days, but dark and 
ominous when Zhu is forced into 
an engagement. The music 
returned to its joyfulness when 
Zhu and Liang were joined as 
butterflies. This piece was espe
cially interesting because of the 
story behind it - one could easily 
follow the story by listening to 
such expressive music. 

The audience was so enrap
tured with the orchestra that the 
conductor, who was also affected 
by the charged atmosphere, pre
sented two additional new 
encore pieces. This was some
thing that I had never seen in all 
my other trips to Lincoln Center. 
It just goes to show that classical 
music can totally rock! 
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Israeli Designers Take the St3ge for Charity 
By Julie Ast 

The Israel Humanitarian 
Foundation (IHF) hosted its fir~t 
annual Fashion Gala on 
Wednesday, March 30 to raise 
money for underprivileged chil, 
dren and the elderly living in 
Israel. As one of Israel's top phil, 
anthropic supporters, IHF is 
involveq in 130 projects in areas 
such as humanitarian aid, educa, 
tion, medical care/research, 
youth in need and the elderly. 

Ironically, the event took 
place at Avalon at 47 west 20th 
street and 6th Ave, a church con, 
verted into a club. Prime Grill 
and Le Marais catered the kosher 
hors d'oeuvres. 

The gala featured a runway 
show displaying collections by 
Israeli and Jewish designers. A 
majority of the makeup and hair 
crew was Israeli but most of the 
models were of other nationali, 
ties. Miri Zafrani modeled for 
three designers. Zafrani is origi, 
nally from Tel Aviv but considers 
herself a native New Yorker. 

Linda Shmidt, a reporter for 
the Fox Five News Channel, was 
Master of Ceremonies at the 
event. Ambassador Arye Mekel, 
Consul General of Israel, spoke 
as well, praising Israel's progress 
in military and technological 

continued from front page 

well. Ten student models, who 
strolled down the runway to 
Jamaican music, used the fashion 
show as a unique opportunity to 
give back to the school. First, 
time model, Adina Orenstein, a 
sew sophomore, described this 
experience as "very revolutionary 
for [her]. I am not a heels and 
makeup type of person so I 
enjoyed being dolled up. I felt 
very glamorous, like a super 
star." Orenstein found the cloth, 
ing to be of excellent quality and 
great comfort, and was confident 
that the line would be popular 
with the paying audience. 

The show, which ran for 
approximately an hour, featured 
both day and eveningwear 
including fabrics and styles as 
varied as knit jerseys and 
flounced skirts, floral, tweed 
suits, bright colors and lace. Rina 
Limor Designs supplied the jew-

With the summer season 
approaching, outdoor flea mar, 
kets are an enjoyable way to 
uncover original, one,of-a,kind 
pieces with a vintage feel. 

L Flea Market, 374 Canal St., 
NYC, 10013, (212) 966,1772 

2. SoHo Antique Fair &:: 
Collectibles Market 
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advancements, and then added 
that Israel is a relatively young 
country and still needs help 
developing. "Israel is only as 
strong as you are," he remarked. 
"We need your help." 

Designers included Isaac 
Mizrahi, Katifmari Franco, Randi 
Rahm, Velasco Couture, Galit 
Couture, Joseph Statkus; Irit 
Baniel, Hana K and Gottex. Issac 
Mizrahi was clearly the most 
well,known of the designers. 
After years in the fashion indus, 
try, Mizrahi entered a partner, 
ship with Target in 2003. In 
2004, Bergdof Goodman decided 
to sell Mizrahi's label in its 
American Couture Collection. 
Mizrahi grew up in Ocean 
Parkway, New Jersey where he 
attended a Jewish day school, 

and as legend has it, fell 
into trouble for decorating his 
bible with fashion motifs. 

Joseph Statkus is also a pop, 
ular designer. In the past three 
months, Vogue, Elle and Bazaar 
have written profile stories on his 
clothes. His crochet dresses are 
feminine and comfortable to 
wear, and he has shown his prod, 
ucts twice. in the Paris Haute · 
Couture. 

The remainder of the design, 
ers were not as famous, but still 
quite impressive. Hana Lang and 
her husband Pierre created Hana 

· K. Lang came to the U.S. afi:er 
serving in the Israeli military and 
started her own outerwear col, 
lection. Randi Rahm is mostly 
known for her hand beaded and 
jewel creations, and Joan Rivers 

wore one of her dresses to the 
Academy Awards this year. 

Ken Kaufman and Issac 
Franco created Kaufman Franco. 
Many fashion writers describe 
their clothing as sophisticated 
and glamorous. Galit couture 
stood out amongst other design' 
ers because ~he displayed opu, 
lent dresses. While most design, 
ers featured eveningwear, Galit 
Galik, designer of Galit Couture, 
presented her bridal wear collec, 
tion. Velasco Couture, also a 
b:~;idal line, · is exclusive to 
Barney's New York. · 

Another designer at the 
show was Gottex, a swim and 
beachwear company from Israel. 
Designer Gideon Oberson held a 
show at Olympus Fashion Week 
in February where he featured 

his spring collection. 
"We wanted to attract 

young people with something 
cool like a fashion show," said 
Regina Gottfried, the national 
executive director of IHF. "One 
of our main goal is to establish a 
young committee." 

Gottfried could not estimate 
the amount of money the event 
generated, but a silent auction 
held before the runway show 
supplemented ticket sales, which 
ranged from $100-$405 per per
son. A hand,embroidered dress 
by Lourdes A. Libman, who 
designed Miss Universe contest
ants' gowns, had a starting bid of 
$900. A Ralph Lauren shirt and 
sweater set had a starting bid of 
$180. . 

The fashion show was IHF's 
first event. Many events will 
soon follow. On Thursday May 
19, they are also hosting a food 
and wine tasting at Light located 

on 125 East 54th Stteei:. 
IHF has a Young LeadenMp 

Event Committee. The 
Committee consists of profes, 
sionals between their 20's and 
40's. - They plan events year 
round. To join, call Danielle 
Scherman, director of special 
events or call2i2- 683,5676. 

SSSB Fashion Shovv Succeeds 
. elry to accompany the outfits. 

Rina Uziel, head designer of JR. 
Gold Designs, is the artistic pres
ence behind the Rina Limor line, 
which consists of bracelets, 
necklaces, earrings, pins and 
rings priced from 20 to 50 thou
sand dollars. Uziel describes her 
pieces as "funky as well as fash, 
ion forward." Uziel's interest in 
jewelry design took her to Italy, 
the geographical forefront of the 
fine jewelry market and the latest 
trends in fine jewelry. Her love of 
beads and pearls is apparent in 
her Italian-inspired designs 
aimed at "today's woman who 
desires a look with versatility, 
style and class." 

The evening fundraiser con, 
eluded with refreshments and a 
raffle of two T eri Jon suits and a 
remarkable piece of Rina Limor 
jewelry. All the featured makeup, 
jewelry and clothing were also on 
sale to the interested audience. 
Chubak was happy with the 

event and believed it to be a suc, 
cess despite small turnout. "I 
was hoping for more people, but 
it was nice," she commented. 
"Everyone seemed to have a good 
time, which is what matters and 
hopefully, we raised a lot of 
money for Sy Syms." 

For more information, please contact: 
Teri]on 
Showroom 

241 West 37th Street 

2nd floor 
New York, NY 10018 
Tel: 212.389.0480 
Fax: 212.3022726 
The line iS sold at Saks Fifth Avenue, 
Neiman Marcus, Bloomingdale's and spe
cialty boutiques. 

RinaLimor 
www.ri11alimor.com 

Kaituz Bridal and Cosmetics 
By appointment only: 
718.544.8632 

tweed blazer and knit jersey 
shirt; white cotton suit with toule trim and floral applique; 

pink sillt shirt with bow waisted lace blazer 

Flea Markets· in The City 
Broadway&:: Grand St., NYC, 5. P.S. 41 Flea Market, Antiques Fair, 122 W . 26th St. ll. Antiques, Flea, &:: Farmer's 
10013, (212) 682-2000 Greenwich Ave., NYC, (212) NYC, 10001, (212) 633,6010 Markets at P.S. 183 

722,4068 E. 67th St., NYC, 10021, (212) 
3. St. Anthony's Flea Market, 9. The Annex Antiques Fair&:: 897,5992 
W. Houston St., NYC, 10012 6. Antiques Market, 137 Ludlow Flea Market, W. 6th Ave. 
(212) 722,4068 St., NYC, 10002, (212) 475,5496 NYC, 10001, (212) 24 3,534 3 12. Jan Hus Flea Market, 351 E. 

74th St., NYC, 10021 
4. Little Red Schoolhouse Flea ?The Garage, 112 W . 25th St., 10. LS. 44 Indoor/Outdoor Flea (212) 535,5235 
Market NYC, 10001, (212) 243,5343 Market, Columbus Ave. 
6th Ave&:: Bleecker St., NYC, NYC, (212) 721,0900 (taken from allny.com) 
10012, (212) 633,9868 8.The New 26th St. Indoor 
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TH IS . .. 
High Court 

Rules on Non
Ortho·dox 

Conversions
Again 

By Sarah Matarasso 
upheld the petition in a 7 ~4 vote 
which required the Interior 
Ministry to register the peti~ 

On Thursday, March 21st, tioners as Israeli citizens. The 
Israel's High Court of Justice State's representative attorney, 
ruled that Conservative and Yochi Gnossin, explained the 
Reform religious courts over~ guidelines pertaining to the rul~ 
seas could convert non~ Jews ing. "The State of Israel recog~ 
living in Israel, who then could nizes on an equal basis conver~ 
receive Israeli citizenship under sions conducted abroad by all 
the Law of Rerum* immediate~ streams recognized by Judaism, 
ly following aliya. While Haredi on condition that the conver~ 
(Ultra~Orthodox) parties are sian }Je conducted in a recog~ 
developing a strategy to pres~ nized Jewish community, by 
sure the court to nullify its deci~ the religious body authori.Z~d 
sian, a Reform Movement offi~ to do so, and in accordance 
cial said his organization would with accepted procedures and 
present the High Court with a rules meant to guarantee the 
petition to pressure a ruling on sincerity of the conversion." 
whether non~Orthodox rabbis The ruling has clearly 
may convert non~Jews living angered Orthodox rabbis and 
legally in Israel. This would leaders throughout the country. 
enable Reform converts to Shas party leader Eli Yishai 
obtain Israeli citizenship based described the decision as an 
on the Law of Rerum as well. "explosives belt that has blown 
Perhaps · more importantly, up, causing an identity terrorist 
such a ruling would decide attack against the Jewish peo~ 
whether Israel considers ple." The main concern is obvi~ 
Conservative and Reform con~ ously the halahhic issues and vio~ 
versions equal to Orthodox lations involved, as only 

'Orthodox conversions are con~ ones. 
The court's decision prima~ sidered valid by Orthodox stan~ 

dards. Potential unions of :dly .affects non-Jews living 
Conservative converts with abroad who have undergone 

non~Orthodox conversions and Israelis could yield problematiC 
are seeking to move to Israel religious status for their chil~ 
immediately. Until now, Israel's dren.inJewish law. Some peo~ 

li th t Ch Converts . p.le have expressed concern that po cy was a su . 
had to live in the community many individuals seeking con~ 
whe1,;e they underwent the con~ version are doing so only to: 
version for a year before they receive absorption benefits as · 
could move to Israel and obtain new-immigranr~ to IsraeL · 
c:itizenship under the Law o{ .. · This nilillg'is· ¢nly a si:ep in 
Rerum. a process that began .over 20 

The most recent ruling years ago. The Conservative 
occured about after 1.5 non~ and Reform movement.s will 
Jews applied to the Interior continue petitioning with . the . 
Ministry for citizenship under hopes that their conversions 
the Law of Rerum. They had will eventually be recogni?:ed 
been living in Israel legally and even if performed in IsraeL 
studying Judaism for a year in However, the petitioning will 
·conservative or Reform classes, not end with the issue of con~ 
and had subsequently under~ versions. Eventually Conservative 
gone conversions abroad. and Reform officials plan on 
However, the ministry denied beginning a new campaign 
their requests and these indi~ demanding that marriages con~ 
.viduals decided to petition the ducted by their rabbis- and 
High Court under the sponsor~ not only those performed by 
ship of the Israel Religious ordained Orthodox officials -
Action Center and the World be recognized · by the State of 
Union for Progressive Judaism. Israel. 

The court has been dealing 
with such conversion decisions 
since 1989, when the court 
allowed non~ Jews who had 
converted according . to 
Conservative or Refc_>rm stan~ 
dards to immigrate to Israel 
under the Law of Rerum. In 
this latest ruling, the court 
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* In general terms; the Law of 
Return refers to a law established 
on July 5, 1950 stating t:\lat every 
Jew has the right to come to Israel 
as : ~· oleh; ap. o!eh's ·visa. ·yvm be 
granted to every Jew who· wants to 
live in Israel. - · 
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Teach for Israel in Action 
By Sarah Matarasso 

As winter comes to a close, • 
so too does the two~month train~. 

ing program for the twenty 
Teach for Israel fellows. After 
months of lectures and group 
meetings, . the preparation and 
planning will now be implement~ · 
ed in various high schools across 
the country. 

"It is one thing .to sit around · 
with a bunch of motivated and 
informed college students who 
are excited to plan these things; 
it is another thing to try and have 
the .programs you spend hours 
working on play out the way you 
imagined th~y would," comment~ 

ed SCW sophomore and Teach 
for Israel Fellow Deborah 
Anstandig. Although she has 
participated in only two of the 
high school sessions so far, she is 
extremely pleased with the 
results as well as with the feed~ 
back she has received upon 
speaking with involved 
teenagers. 

At a recent EIMATAI shab~ 
baton run by the Max Stern 
Division for Communal Services 

· (MSDCS), Anstandig was sur~ 
prised to hear one of the high 
school participants mention that 
"she really wanted to be able to 
participate in Teach for Israel 
when she got to SCW." The 
source of the comment was a stu~ 
dent who had not even partici~ 
pated in any of the Teach for 
Israel sessions. "I couldn't 
believe that Teach for Israel had 
become such a buzz in the com~ 

munity," said Anstandig. 
For those who are not famil~ 

iar with Teach for Israel, 
Menachem Menchel anc;l Hindy 

· Poupko, co~ directors ofT each for 
Israel, stated that the · program 
evolved from discussions with 
YU President Richard Joel' about 
the need for high school educa~ 

tion on issues affecting 'rs:ra~L Its 
basic goal is to teach high school 
students about . Israel through 
informal education and program~ 

ming. Groups of five fellows are 
sent to each high ~chool to pres~ 

ent the sessions, which the fel~ 
lows develop themselves. This is 
a project of many organizations, 
including the YU Israel Club, 
MSDCS, the Board of Jewish 
Education and Yavneh Olami. 

According to one Teach for 
Israel fellow who would prefer to 
remain anonymous, "the problem 
with Teach for Israel this year is 
that this is the first time the pro~ 

gram has been ·run, and it has 
been hard to establish exactly 
what direction it should take." 
With twenty fellows and two 
coordinators, "it is only natural 
that every person has their own 
vision of where things should be 
going and what should be done. 
As far as next year goes, I would 
recommend that a more concrete 
plan be laid out in terms of what 
is to be accomplished." 
Anstandig, on the other hand, 
believes . that giving the fellows 
free reign and not pushing them 
in a specific direction was 
extremely important in this first 
year, especially when ideas need~ 

ed to be tested. However, both 
participants believe that the pro~ 

gram has great potential, which 
was proven by the success of the 
final product. 

As of now, Frisch, HAFTR, 
Westchester, JEC, the Berman 
Hebrew Academy of Silver 
Spring and Stem Hebrew High 
School of Philadelphia have ben~ 
efited from the Teach for Israel 
programming. Aaron Steinberg, 
YC junior class president and 
Teach for Israel fellow, was £asci~ 
nated by the range of basic Israel 
knowledge of the high school 

students who attended the ses~ 

sions. "We walked into one 
school with a blank map of 
Israel," he said. "When asked to 
identify certain cities and 

regions, the wth through 12th 
graders we worked with could 
name only a few of the major 
cities; they had no idea where the 
West Bank and Gaza were locat~· 

ed.~ However, other students 
with whom he worked were 
knowledgeable when it came to 
countering the advanced _pro~ 

Palestinian arguments the fel~ 

lows threw at them. "Not · only 
were the kids passionate about 
what they were saying, but the 
arguments they made were cor~ 
rect and well~informed." 

Anstandig was impressed by 
the fact that the students were 
willing and eager to sit through 
what · could be considered 
tedious lecturing. She believes 
this because "they respect the 
fact that the information is com~ 
ing from us. It is much easier for 
them to relate to us since we are 
only a few years older than them.· 
They aren't always able to take 
their teachers as seriously." 

With Houston, Atlantic City 
and Iowa yet to be visited, as well 
as· some of the other high schools 
'in the New York/New Jersey 
area, the fellows have much more 
work to do. The success of the 
program so far is the best indica~ 
tor of its possibilities. It has cer~ 
tainly been a very positive ·start 
for a program with great poten~ 
tial to affect the lives of many 

. Jewish students and future Israel 
advocates. 
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First-Ever Aliya Fair 
By Sarah Matarasso . 

Some showed up for the free 
shwarma, but most students 
attending the first~ever YU Aliya 

. Fair were there because they 
were interested. As YC sopho~ 

more David Wermuth comment~ 
ed, "It's a great way to get in 
touch with organizations that 
will facilitate the fulfill):nent of 
your dreams· and to meet people 
with similar aspirations." The 
aliya fair, which took place on 
Tuesday evening, April 12th in 
Belfer Hall,. was organized prima~ 

rily by SCW junior Raclp.e 
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Jacobson who was chosen to 
serve as YU's "aliya ambassador." 

This aliya ambassadorship 
initiative began this year and is 
headed by two organizations, 
namely Nefesh b'Nefesh and 
Yavneh Olami. Various college 
students from different universi~ 

. ties including Columbia, 
Harvard, Brandeis, Penn and YU 
were selected as "ambassadors." 
They spent four days in late 
December participating in an 
intense training program in 
Israel, traveling on a chartered 
Nefesh b'Nefesh flight. The dif~ 
ferent ambassadors have 
returned to their various cam~ 

puses with the necessary tools 
that will enable them to run pro~ 

gramming such as the Israel fair, 
which was the first large event 
resulting from this ambassador~ 

ship initiative. However, Dyonna 
Ginsburg, director of Yavneh 
Olami, did speak at SCW prior to 
this event . 

Jacobson, who worked in 
close cpntact with Aharon 
Horowitz while organizing the 
event, mentioned that the fair 
was really put together by about 
ten people. 'The idea is to pro~ 
vide resources and information 
for students interested in aliya in 

continued on page 7 
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