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he 19th of Kislev marks the 219th yahrzeit of Rabbi Dov Ber of
Mezhirech.
Rabbi Dov Ber became famous as the chiefdisciple of the Ba’al Shem
Tov and the eventual heir to his position as leader of the chassidic
movement. Although the Ba’al Shem Tov initiated the chassidic
movement, the “Maggid of Mezhirech” was the man who spread it throughout
Eastern Europe.

Reb Dov Ber’s father, Reb Avraham, was a Torah scholar who was said to be a
direct descendant of Rabbi Yehuda HaNassi, the author of the Mishnah. Reb Dov
Ber's mother was the daughter of Rabbi Shalom Shachne, also a distinguished
personage.

Born in the city of Lukatch around the year 1704 (5464) Reb Dov Ber was
recognized in his youth asaleading Torah scholar. He studied at the yeshiva of Rabbi
Yehoshua Falk, the author of Pnei Yehoshua, one of the most important works of
commentary on the Talmud.
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abbi Dov Ber was poor,
and supported himself
by teaching in the town
of Torchin. Afterwards
he became a preacher in Koretz and
Rovno. Even his stay at Mezhirech,
in central Poland, was not a
permanent one, since he spent the
end of his life in Annopol.

Reb Dov Ber fasted constantly,
in order to separate himself from
worldly pleasures. Unfortunately,
this practice affected his health: he
laterneeded to use walkingsticks in
ordertogetaround,and heremained
a partial invalid for much of his life.

_Once, before he became a
chassid, he fasted for seven weeks,
from Shabbos to Shabbos. When
consequently he became quite weak
and ill, he was advised by friends to
go to the Ba’al Shem Tov, who was
known to be a miracle worker. Reb
Dov Ber refused, saying, “I trust in
G-d, not people.”

He changed his mind after a
visit to his old mentor, the Pnei
Yehoshua. This Torah giant also
advised him to go to the Ba’al Shem
Tov. Reb Dov Ber did, and the Ba'al
Shem Tov was able to heal him. This
marked the beginning of a fruitful
relationship: Reb Dov Ber decided to
study regularly under this
extraordinary leader, turned to
Chassidism, and eventually headed
the rabbinic court (bais din) of
Mezhirech.

When the Ba’al Shem Tov died,
in 1760 (5520), his son Tzvi took
over. But one year later, on Shavuos,
while studying the Torah, he
announced that his father had
appeared to him and commanded
that the leadership be handed over to
RebDovBer.Reb Tzviroseand traded
places with his father’s student.

Reb Dov Ber reluctantly
accepted, although he was not
interested in becoming famous. He
infactrefused tomove toMezhibozh,
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where the Ba’al Shem Tov had lived,
and stayed in Mezhirech. Thus he
became known as the “Maggid
(Rabbinic preacher) of Mezhirech.”
The Maggid taught
meticulously, keeping his daily
lesson planeven when overburdened
by thestream of visitors. “If Istopped
learning in order to see people,” he
said, “then they wouldn’t have
anyone to go to.” He knew that, in
order to properly advise people, he
had to continue his Torah study, no
matter how difficult his schedule.
Unlike the Ba’al Shem Tov, who
wandered from town to town to
converse with the common folk, Reb
Dov Ber spent most of his time in
Mezhirech. Part of the reason was
physical: he continued to suffer
ailments and found any kind of
walking difficult. Instead, he received
audiences at home. Again unlike the
Ba'al Shem Tov, who recruited many
uneducated Jews, the Maggid aimed
for the intellectuals. His followers

numberedmany prominentscholars,
including Rabbi Yitzchak Isaac of
Lublin, Rabbi Pinchas Horowitz
(author of the Hafla'ah), the Rebbe
Reb Zusha, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of
Berdichev, and Rabbi Elimelech of
Lyzhansk.

Ineveryvillageandtown (shtetl)
Jews flocked to this dynamic new
movement, which offered intense
spirituality in all facets of life.
Eventuallythe Maggid’s disciples set
up their own dynasties, further
developing Chassidus and making
household names of the towns where
they settled, such as Bobov, Belz,
Klozenberg, Ger, Lubavitch,
Vizhnitz. The names of these towns
connote certain styles of Chassidus,
each with its own philosophy, and
each with its own flavor.

By the time of theMaggid's death
in1772(5533), Chassidus had firmly
takenroot. The movementflourishes
today in Jewish neighborhoods
throughout the world. JR
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TO OUR READERS
[]

On our cover this issue is a
drawing of a “‘simple Jew.”Of
course, this man is “simple”
only in the sense that he follows
Hashem’s Torah with simple,
pure faith. He spends as much
time as possible in the bais
midrash, studying Torah.

It is this picture that the
Syrian-Greeks, under Antiochus,
tried to destroy, by their rules
against the learning of Torah
and the performance of mitzvos.
The Chashmonaim, under
Yehuda HaMaccabee, defeated
Antiochus, rededicated the
Temple,-and restored the Torah
to ite rightful place.

Our main story is one of the
most famous told about Rabbi
Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev. Due
to its length, it will conclude
next isste.

Also of special interest is
“letters from Kiev.” How do
young Russian Jews feel about
our heritage? In this moving
article you will come to gain a
better understanding of our
brethren in the Soviet Union.

We wish our readers a very
Happy Chanukah.

" Thi$ Publication is made

* possible by a grant from
the educational
division of the

Enjoys Good Writing

Aidel Pesel Wajngort is a really
fine writer. Her latest story [“The
Believer,” Cheshvan] was very
exciting and interesting. How Rav
Meir of Premishlan helpedthe couple
in trouble made me think of the
important tzaddikim that we have.

Thopeyou willprint more staries
by Aidel Pesel Wajngortin your next
issues.

1 also remember you used to have
Torah contests. Please print some
more of these contests.

Gila Bracha Braun
Brooklyn, NY
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