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Mayors, Machers, Mavens & Mommas 
Tour of "Jew York" Munlclpal Archives 
By HALLIE CANTOR, Acquisitions, Yeshiva University 

& RITA LIFTON, Cataloger, Library of The Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

On Mon. Dec. 10th
, America was rediscovered. of community boards, and, of course, books, lots of 

NYMA members got a glimpse of the New books on anything related to the Big Apple. 
World at "Celebrating 359 Years: Historical Ms. Kirk pointed to one area: property cards. 
Moments in the NYC Jewish Experience: An "These are used heavily by lawyers even for 
Exhibit from the Collections of the New York City current cases, as well as researchers, genealogical 
Municipal Archives." Thia private, in·depth tour, searches, and probate specialists." 
arranged by president Tina Weiss, kicked off 
NYMA's 2013·2014 academic year. 

The library, located at the Surrogate's 
Courthouse of City Hall - a magnificent Beaux· 
Arts edifice - in Lower Manhattan, is a 
depository for all City agencies, with collections 
going back to the days when New York City was 
still New Amsterdam . 

.,. 

The exhibit occupied three rooms of the NYC 
Department of Records. Over 200 items 
highlighted the immensely diverse social strata of 
New York Jewry. In one case lay a 1942 copy of 
Koshei· Butchei· News, in another a 1936 
condemnatory letter to Mayor LaGuardia for 
attacking Hitler's anti-Semitic policies. The WPA 
got due space, with photos of elderly shtetl 

"The Dutch records are on microfilm," Marcia immigrants. There were also filmed interviews 
Kirk - Director, Municipal Archives - explained. with Jerry Siegel - one of the inventors of 
Somewhere there is an angry letter from Governor Superman - and music by Leonard Bernstein. 
Peter Stuyvesant about the small group of But for NYMA, public display was only the 
Marranos who arrived in 1654. beginning. We were led downstairs to an 

While digitization is currently under way, exclusive, insider view of the Conservation Unit, 
much of the collection remains analog. Civil where a crew of about five displayed some of their 
service exams, mayoral papers, marriage licenses projects. Two people were assigned a particular 
- over 1.8 million vital records as of the mid-19th project- one who was grant-based and worked on 
century - occupy 221,000 cubic feet. projects, the other a staff member. 

"These are biographical files." Ms. Kirk We pored over a spread of old maps. "This is the 
steered us toward a cabinet which served as a sort 1926 Land Book of the Borough of Manhattan," 
of vertical file. Notebooks crammed with names of one of the staff people explained. The pages were 
public and prominent individuals - Who's Who of encapsulated in Mylar. 
"Jew" York - graced every shelf, bookcase, and But who would have imagined that conservators 
display case, along with correspondence, minutes (Cont'd onpg. 7) 
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Digging the Facts 
Raiders of a Lost Art 

@ Ref Workshop 
By TOBY KRAUSZ 
Judalca Librarian, Touro College 

Nowadays a researcher's hands are more likely to 
roam over a keyboard than a printed page. But how 
much has really changed? Is the library still 
relevant for locating sources? 

This was the topic at "Raiding the References: 
How and Where We Found the Facts," held Tues., 
Feb. 18, 2014, at Temple Emanu·El and hosted by 
Liza Stabler. In a warm and convivial atmos· 
phere, colleagues, friends, and new faces gathered 
to hear two authors discuss the process of gathering 
information in preparation for writing a book. 

Overnight Historian 
The first speaker, Ann Kirschner (University 

Dean, Macauley Honors College, CUNY), gave a 
guided presentation through the making on her 
Salas Gift: My Mother's Holocaust Sto1y (Free 
Press, 2007), which has since been translated into 
seven languages and made into a high school play. 

The author's titular mother never spoke about 
her wartime experiences as Ms. Kirschner was 
growing up. That changed right before Sala was to 
enter the hospital for heart surgery. She gave her 
daughter a box filled with postcards, pictures, over 
360 letters, and even a diary that began the day that 
Sala left home to her first labor camp. This gift, Mr. 
Kirschner said, was what changed her from 
businesswoman into historian. Who, after all, gets 
to experience what their mother went through as a 
young woman? Ms. Kirschner now could, provided 
she had the letters, postcards, and diary published. 

This is where the librarians came in. 
Researching Sa.la's background and ordeal 

meant not only extrapolating information but 
exploring an entire era. "I'm not a historian by 
trade," said Ms. Kirschner, who holds a PhD in 

(Cont'd on Pg. 8) 


