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New facade of245 Lexington Avenue nears completion. 

Dating Service Debuts at YU 
By Esther Baruh 

The Center for the Jew
ish Future (CJF) is spearheading 
a new dating service aimed at as
sisting both current YU students 
and aluinni in their search for 
prospective spouses: The service, 
dubbed "YU Connect-2," comes 
after university administrators 
convened to discuss how YU 
could become properly engaged 
in addressing the problem of 

singles in the Jewish community. 
The program· will be officially 
launched in October, after the 
Sukkot holiday. 

"A few of us, including 
myself, Rabbi Yosef Kalinsky, 
Dr. David Pelcovitz, Rabbi Josh 
Joseph, Dr. Efrat Sobolofsky, and 
President Richard Joel have had 
this conversation about ... what's 
appropriate for a university and 
a Torah institution to do on the 
problem of singles," disclosed 

Rabbi Kenneth Brander, dean of 
the CJF. "It became pretty clear 
to us that ... it's become diffi
cult for both Stern and YC gradu
ates-and alumni from our other 
schools-to find comfortable, 
healthy ways to meet each other. 
We don't think we can solve this 
problem with one paradigm . . . 
but we can try." 

Continued on page 20 

Largest Class in SCW 
History Anjves at Beren 

By Hilly Krieger 

This fall, Stem College 
for Women (SCW) is welcom
ing the largest incoming class in 
the school's hist~ry since 1959. 
Although the numbers cannot 
be completely verified until the 
new semester begins, this year's 
undergraduate enrollment is ex
pected to exceed the 1,046 stu
dents who were enrolled for the 
fall 2006 semester. 

According to Dr. John 
Fisher, director of Enrollment, 
"it is impossible to know whether 
this increased enrollment is a blip 
or a·trend." He could not pinpoint 
any specific factors that contrib
uted to the increase, adding that 
there are always trends which 
fluctuate every few years. 

Fisher noted that 80 per
cent of first-time-on-campus stu
dents arriving in the fall are Israel 
returnees entering as sophomores. 
The remaining 20 percent is com
prised of freshmen who do not 

study abroad and upperclassmen 
transferring from other universi
ties. 

"As of right now, the 
numbers are still fluid," said Fish
er. "We never really know our ex
act numbers until the first day of 
classes. Especially students com
ing back from Israel, there are 
sometimes discussions over the 
summer and families change their 
minds." 

In a letter to students 
distributed over the summer as 
part of SCW's orientation materi
als, Dean Bacon described the fall 
2007 entering Class as the "largest 
and most qualified in our history." 
"My statement about quaijty re
flected in part the large number 
of students who applied and were 
accepted into the S. Daniel Abra
ham Honors Program," explained 
Dean Bacon, when later asked to 
elaborate on her characterization. 

Seminary Blacklisting 
Policy Comes 

Under Scrutiny 

New Eruv Constructed 
in Midtown 

There bas also been a re
ported boost in enrollment at the 
Sy Syms School of Business, with 
the size gap between male and fe
male undergraduates becoming 
increasingly narrower. The surge 
has been attributed to a growing 
interest among women in pursu
ing business-related professions, 
such as accounting, marketing, 
and public relations, as well as 
to academic advancements insti
tuted in recent years. 

By Yaffi Spodek 

After spending a year or 
two immersed in the study of To
rah in Israel, most women eagerly 
anticipate their arrival at Stem, 
excited to encounter new teach
ers and classes and ready to ex
plore the myriad of opportunities 
available to them in the realm of 
Judaic studies. But others come 
here burdened by preconceived 
notions and false conceptions of 
certain professors and courses, 
stereotyped beliefs which have 
been predicated by some of the 
teachers in their seminaries. 

One seminary in par-· 
ticular which ha~ been implicated 
in this issue is Michlalah Jerusa
lem College, .which houses the 
Macha! program of the Linda 
Pinksy ~chool for Overseas Stu
dents, and is one of Stern's larg-

est feeder schools for post-Israel 
enrollment. 

"About 60 to 65 women 
go to Stem each year," confirmed 
Rabbi Dr. Chaim Pollock, direc
tor of the Machal program. 

The general adminis
tration of Michlalah, including 
Dean Devorah Rosenwasser, who 
earned a doctorate from YU's 
Azrieli School of Jewish Educa
tion and Administration, encour
ages students to attend Stem and 
advocates in favor of the college. 
However, there are specific teach
ers who routinely address students 
at the close of the year, cautioning 
them against certain sew classes 
and instructors while recommend
ing others they deem more worth
while, a policy which has been 

Continued on page 21 

By Hilly Krieger 

The Beren campus has 
been included within the bound
aries of a new eruv erected in 
Manhattan earlier this summer, 
an endeavor involving a host of 
Yeshiva University administra
tors and rabbis. 

. The project, which was 
largely funded by SCW's Office 
of the Dean, required much com
plicated construction and was 
closely monitored to ensure that it 
was built according to the highest 
standards of halakha. The initia
tive is expected to drastically im
prove the quality of Shabbatot on 
campus, as carrying will now be 
permitted in the vicinity. 

Efforts to erect the eruv 
were initiated two years ago by 
Rabbi Yaakov Kermaier of the 
Fifth Avenue Synagogue, in con
junction with Maehon L'hoyroa, 
led by Rabbi Shraga Klein of 
Monsey, who will inspect it on a 

Boundaries of Manhattan Eruv 

. Continued on page 20 

The growth on the Beren 
campus comes despite a rise in 
tuition, which bas increased from 
the previous year by $1,860. Ac
cording to the universi~'s admin-

Continued on page 20 
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EDITORIALS 

STAFF EDITORIALS 

After viewing the most 
recent edition of the U.S. News 
and World Report rank.ings, we 
were alarmed by the university's 
sudden descent to number 52, 
a drop of eight spots from the 
previous year. Though a host of 
prominent colleges have recently 
called the ratings' accuracy and 
overall relevance into question, 
YU's falling behind the "top 50" 
mark should elicit concerns re
garding the university's academ
ic performance and its standing 
in the eyes of other institutions. 

Yeshiva University is 
making a full-scale effort to ad
vance to the twenty-first century. 
Gone are the archaic methods of 
documentation, all those that do 
not make use of that ·wonderful 
invention, the Internet. Paper 
is obsolete; the digital era has 
commenced. The caveman has 
emerged and blinks his eyes in 
the light of the bright sun, for it 
appears that now in this most 
glorious year •of 2007, we are 
finally catching up to the other 
structures of pride, chrome and 
steel alongside us, the modem 
universities that we have envied 
for so long. 

And why have we en
vied them? Because they are ef
ficient! They take the poor stu
dents' plights into account; they 

Making the Grade 
When submitting forms 

for . evaluation, all university 
presidents are asked to asses the 
reputation· of other schools. The 
grades awarded are more influ
ential than any other component 
of the U.S. News survey in deter
mining an institution's ranking. 
President Joel has acknowledged 
that one of the factors contribut
ing to YU's decline was in fact 
a weaker peer assessment score 
than in years past. With the uni
versity's unprecedentedly prodi
gious endowment, reinvigorated 

Department of <:;ommunications, 
upsurge in stt~dent enrollment; · 
and high-c.aliber faculty recruit
ment, such findings are indeed 
surpris~g. · 

~s such, an inquiry is 
mo(e than warranted. Aie we · 
failing to advertise our strengths 
to the best of our ability? How 
exactly is YU, perceived by its 
counterparts? 

Perhaps a ratings drop 
is not such a bad thing, after all. 
There is nothing that shatters 
complacency more than a medi-

The Caveman Emerges 

consider the fact that parents en
joy having inf01mation at their 
fingertips. Yeshiva University 
has finally decided to take pity 
upon its constituents and is here
by unveiling its new and exciting 
upgrades, be they technological 
or physical. From new computer 
programming to fantastic ru:chi
tectural redesign, YU is becom
ing aesthetically prettier ... and 
hopefully, more internally well
organized. 

First and foremost, YU 
has created the new Office of In
stitutional Research. The idea is 
to provide information to the pub
lic, including enrollment data, so 
that these numbers are no longer 
dark hidden secrets for which we 
must scavenge hopelessly. Simi
larly, student finances will be 

handled more easily with the ad
dition of E-billing online, a sec
tion which enables the students 
to pay their tuition with one click 
of the mouse. Even matters such 
as YU endowments will be ac
cessible to the public. This is, of 
course, to accommodate all our 
suspicious tendencies and allow 
us to peer more nosily into this 
formerly concealed world. Who 
gives YU money? What do they 
do with it? Now we shall know; 
the mystery is unveiled. 

Even recent school pub
lications have been enhanced, 
sporting a fancier typeface and 
prettier headlines. YU is learn
ing the art of presentation, and 
we are pleased. 

On the local level, here 
at Stem College for Women, the 

ocre progress report. The 
opportunity to introspect has 
presented itself mos~ conspicu
ously, and has further confirmed 
the need for the ongoing univer
sity-wide strategic plan, recently 
embarked upon for the first time 
in decades. When the results of 
the comprehensive study are 
published later this year, we 
may find the key to not only 
improved periodical rankings, 
but also to academJ.c growth 
and succes·s"'ih 'the 'loitt"term. 

construction that has so end
lessly haunted us is coming to 
a close. Although not quite con
cluded, the construction has had 
the positive effect of making 
the college more presentable; 
these buildings now look modem 
and up-to-date, sleek and slim 
with lovely glass windowpanes 
and beautiful, spacious lobbies. 
Stem is not only remodeling 
its physical exterior but also its 
public image; with this modem, 
sleek look comes an institution 
that further empowers the wom
en it serves, allowing them 
entrance to the modern world of 
possibilities. 

There is nothing that 
could please us members of the 
Observer staff more. 

Creating a Full-Time Community 

The arrival of a "cam
pus couple" marks a promis
ing step towards enhancing 
the want\ng sense of commu
nity, a long-standing griev
ance articulated by many of 
the female undergraduates. 

Though Shabbat atten: 
dance has improved drastically 
in recent years, the benchmark 
of a vibrant atmosphere charac
teristic of other college Hillels 
has yet to be met. The Office of 
Student Affairs, to its credit, has 
certainly been proactive in ar
ranging dynamic programming, 

but the ·Students have still not 
adequately responded in turn. 

What's more unsettling 
is the erosion of permanence 
even during the school-week, 
largely . due to the commuter
mindset of numerous women. 

By provicJing for the 
full-time presence of an on
campus couple during both the 
regular week and Shabbat, OSA 
has wisely and rightfully con
cluded that a college community 
is not limited to just a weekend. 
Relationships developed over 
the course of Shabbat not only 

-. 

complement, but actually de
pend upon those created dur
ing the remainder of the week. 
Situated in Midtown all seven 
days, the new couple will be 
better equipped to strengthen 
the Shabbat atmosphere through 
its interactions with students 
Monday through Thursday. 

The university has in
vested both energy and funds in 
its attempt to create a commu
nity on this campus. Aside from 
welcoming the new couple, the 
Dean's Office at SCW has heav
ily financed the construction of 

the new Manhattan eruv so as to 
provide for a more comfortable 
Shabbat experience for students, 
as well as to attract a greater 
number of speakers to ensure 
the best possible programming. 

We are all mem
bers of the sew community. 
The least we can do is to try 
out a Shabbat before pack
ing out on Thursday afternoon. 

All letters to the editors should be sent to scwobserver@gmail.com 
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In Memoriam 
Noah Feldman: 
A Lost Battle 

Dr. Lana Schwebel z"l 

Valediction:Mourning 
By Adina Schwartz 

She bounded into the class
room, her hair swept high into 
a multi-bobby pinned ponytail, 
a smile on her face, and glasses 
perched on the tip of her nose. 
She held in her hands a pile of 
papers, which she termed "dead 
trees." Professor Lana Schwebel 
came to teach English. I learned 
about life. 

The material we read in British 
Lit I cannot be termed "thrilling," 
but Dr. Schwebel. always found 
.ways to make it interesting for 
us. For example, we listened to 
contemporary love songs to learn 
abo~t satire, metaphors, and con
ceits in sonnets. But what really 
made the class so exciting was the 
professor herself. Dr. Schwebel 
did not walk- she bounced, exud
ing energy with every step in her 
high-heeled pumps. She smiled 
and laughed, and called famous 
authors "dudes," occasionally 
describing them as "goofy" and 
their writings as "weird." She ref
erenced movies with recognizable 
quotes, like ''The Princess Bride" 
or "Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail," which I found particularly 
entertaining. She also liked to 
make fun of the jumbo cookie I 
ate everyday in class, pointing out 
that the cookie was actually big
ger than I. was. 

However, Dr. Schwebel's 
class was not all fun and games. 
She challenged my fellow class
mates and me. For the first time, I, 
the proud English Lit major, was 
receiving B's (or lower) on my 
essays. She knew that many of 
us had become complacent in our 
writing style. Over the years, my 
cocky self-assurance in my ability 
to churn out A-worthy papers had 
grown. Dr. Schwebel questioned 
my concise and structured writing 
technique. However, she did not 

leave me stranded on the island of 
my mediocre writing, besieged by 
low grades. Instead, she arranged 
meetings with me so that we 
could work together on my essay 
writing, thereby rowing me to the 
safe shores of proper prose. 

In my meetings with her, Dr. 
Schwebel taught me to step out
side the box. A full, thought-out 
paper must be messy and com
plex before it can be organized 
properly. Sitting with her behind 
her desk at our first session, por
ing over my worthless Beowulf 
essay, I realized for the first time 
how much there is to learn about 
writing. 

Dr. Schwebel did not only 
assist me; with her caring and 
considerate personality, she made 
time for all of her students. It was 
part of her v.ery nature to help 
and to counsel. She would calm 
our anxieties about getting into 
graduate schools. During finals, 
she would warn us to keep our 
priorities straight and not panic 
about grades. When the weather 
was nice, she recommended that 
we ask the deans for a quad so 
we could lounge outside. She 
even brought food to exams and 
demanded that we enjoy the En
tenmanns and Oreos she offered. 
Dr. Schwebel's unforgettable pro
fessional advice was, "everyone 
should ~d a job that speaks to 
their inner geekiness." 

After her .class's final, my last 
one, with the stretch of summer 
vacation before me, I accompa
nied Dr. Schwebel to her office. 
We sat there in her office, as we 
had done so many times that se
mester, and we talked about all 
sorts of things- the class, her past, 
and my future. There was no feel
ing of discomfort or awkward-

Continued on page 23 

Remembering 
Dr. Lana Schwebel 

By Shira Margulies 

I'm sure that most of 
you are familiar with "The Magic 
School Bus," the children's book 
series and TV show about a teach
er named Miss Frizzle who uses 
her magical school bus to take 
her students on the most unusual 
class trips, from a ride through the 
blood stream in the human body, 
to a flight through the stars into 
outer space. 

Dr. Schwebel was my 
Miss Frizzle. That is honestly 
the only way I can possibly try 
to explain the kind of teacher that 
she was for me. She didn't just 
teach- she drew us all into the 
world of whatever we were learn
ing, whether it was Hrothgar's 
meadhall in "Beowulf' or the 
road to Canterbury in "The Can
terbury Tales." Even Piers Plow
man w.as animated and alive in 
Dr. Schwebel's class. She brought 
extraordinary meaning to the dif
ficult poetry of Shakespeare, Her
bert, and Donne. She infused new 
life into the works of writers that 
have long been dead. 

But I am not writing this 
to list everything Dr. Schwebel 
taught me. I am writing this to try, 
to the best of my ability, to ex
press and to preserve the incred
ible impact that Dr. Schwebel had 
on my life and on the lives of all 
her students. 

Last year I had the privi
lege of having a private class in 
Latin with Dr. Schwebel for both 
semesters. This was an unusual 
experience for me. I am not gen
erally one to seek out meetings 
with teachers or special attention 
from them. I am usually too shy, 
too nervous. After about two or 
three weeks into Latin, when the 
other three girls originally in the 
class had dropped for various rea
sons, I had to make a choice. To 
stay or not to stay? That was the 
question. 

Dr. Schwebel had given 
me the option of dropping, of 
course, understanding the diffi
culties of being the only student 
in a class, but I could see that she 
really wanted to continue teach
ing me. She was a person who 
yearned to teach. I believe she 
truly loved having students. She 
always spoke on our level, as 
though she was a friend who just 
happened to know a lot more than 
we did and therefore wanted to 
share that knowledge. So when I 
had to make the choice of either 
staying in Latin class as the only 
student or dropping it and putting 
it behind me forever, I knew I had 
to stay. I understood that I might 
never have this opportunity again, 
and I discovered that I didn't feel 

Continued on page 23 

By Jaimie Fogel 

While we were all enjoy
ing our summer breaks, hopefully 
making a good name for the Jew
ish people in our excursions off 
the Stem campus, a fellow Jew 
chose to do the exact opposite. 
Noah Feldman chose to spend 
his summer making not only a 
bad name for ihe Jewish people 
and our practices, not only chose 
to air the Jewish people's dirty 
laundry out for the whole world 
to see and criticize, but even 
worse: Noah Feldman's article, 
"Orthodox Paradox," printed in 
The New York Times Magazine 
on Sunday July 22, 2007, dem
onstrated some of the greatest 
faults of the Modem Orthodox 
movement. Noah Feldman, taken 
as the prototypical graduate of a 
Modem Orthodox yeshiva high 
school, demonstrated that in the 
battle between the "modern" and 
the "orthodox," the "orthodox" is 
losing badly. 

Feldman's article ex
plores the points of contradiction 
between leading an Orthodox 
lifestyle and one governed by 
modern, democratic values. In 
the article, he asserts that he and 
his non-Jewish, Korean-Ameri
can girlfriend were purposefully 
cropped out of an alumni photo
graph taken at a 1998 Maimonides 
School class reunion, a claim that 
later proved to be false. However, 
he does correctly report on the 
alumni newsletter's purposeful 
exclusion of his family updates 

Continued on page 24 

Do Yoq. Know Where Your Horns Are? 
By Perel Skier 

I assumed that at some time 
or other it happened to every-
one. 

I live in a decent but on
remarkably sized city in the 
Midwest, where the winters are 
cold and the cow-to-person ra
tio runs high. Our Jewish com
munity, in the heart of a crime
addled neighborhood, grows a 
little each year; we built a new 
day school building recently, 
and the high school I graduated 
from has at long last moved out 
of the dentist's basement. But 
it's still the kind of place where 
a yarmulke will earn you a dou
ble-take from anyone: from the 
gentiles, who likely have no idea 
what it is, and from the Jews, 
who are thrilled but shocked 
to find someone else like them 
among the homogenous expans
es of middle-cla~s America. 

/ 

T-his is where I come 
from, and there are few of us 
there who haven't learned what 
it means to 'live in the real 
world,' as the argument goes. 

I grew up in that sweet 
but small Midwest community, 
so technically I knew what to 
expect when I signed up for a 
course at a local university this 
summer. I'd gone to Jewish day 
schools all my life, but even just 
living in my city, you spend a lot 
of time working, learning, and 
existing in a secular environ
ment- 'the real world', if you 
will. 

When I was a kid, my 
brothers and I attended an en
richment school in the summer; 
there were other Jews there, 
but we were the only ones who 
looked it, and at nine and ten we 
met with the occasional request 
to see our horns. Which is not to 
say that everyone thought horns 

were a bad thing. I made a friend 
in drama class once after a girl 
asked me why I always wore 
long sleeves and skirts. 

"I'm an Orthodox Jew," 
I told her. 

"That's so awesome!" 
she cried. "I've always wanted to 
be a witch!" 

I learned not to bring it 
up, not to call attention to my re
ligious practices or dress when I 
was at work or other destinations 
in 'the real world' - not because 
I am in any way ashamed of who 
I am, but because we are, as they 
say, guests in this country, and it 
seemed unnecessary and foolhar
dy to expect them to understand. 
For your average Midwesterner, 
Jews are artifacts of another era, 
and the last time we made head
lines was when we killed their 

Continued on page 24 



The Importance of Human 
Dignity: Am I in place of 

God? 
By Olivia Wiznitzer 

"I am not an animal.. .I 
am a human being ... I am a 
man!" 

These are the shocking 
lines voiced in the 1980. clas
sic, "The Elephant Man." "The 
Elephant Man" tell~ the story of 
the horribly deformed Joseph 
Merrick, a man with protuberant 
growths emerging from his head: 
a spindly neck, a distorted and 
twisted back. He was a man who 
lived through pain and suffering 
and was ridiculed by all. People 
could not like what they did not 
understand; they could not feel 
for this freakish creature who 
bore little resemblance to a hu
man being. 

Their response was to 
lash out, to hurt and to wound, 
but he responded with gentleness, 
with pity and understanding. He 
responded by affirming the worth 
and dignity of the human being, 
asserting that he too was a man. 

In a society that thrives 
on diversity and focuses upon 
the individual, we are not kind 
to those who differ for the wrong 
reasons. We appreciate those. who 
succeed, who stand out due to 

their intelligence, celebrity status, 
and the glamour beliind their ex
citing Jives. We do not like to think 
about those who are deformed or 
il1 or otherwise disturbing; we 
prefer to thrust these people from 
our well-ordered lives. We may 
not actively hurt them but we of
ten do not remember them; we 
find it easier to forget and pretend 
they do not exist. 

This is particularly a 
problem within the greater Jew
ish community. In Judaism, so 
much of our law is based on cat
egorizations, on assigning people 
into sections within the codex of 
halakha. Does this person ful
fill the requirements to be a ko
hen (priest)? Is she an agunah 
("chained" woman)? These are 
all terms that encompass greater 
wholes. We find it easy to label 
people and place them in their 
respective categories, even when 
we are advancing solutions that 
are meant to help them, such as 
agunot. But do we think about the 
individual woman caught in this 
untenable situation? Does the lay
person consider each individual's 

Continued on page 23 
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An Uncertain Future 
By Adina Schwartz 

Generation Y: an invasion of 
upper-middle class youth who 
believe they have a right to ev
erything. These youngsters attach 
their ears to iPods and cell phones 
and glue their eyes to the televi
sion screen. They have grown 
accustomed to getting what they . 
want without exerting any ef
fort. Their world revolves around 
themselves and they do not have 
the time or interest to care about 
anyone else. This is a generation 
of receivers. 

The affluent Modem Orthodox 
Jewish community, as a micro
cosm of Western society at large, 
also faces a burgeoning race of 
obnoxious youth. Many adults 
find it easier to merely give in to 
their children's spoiled behavior, 
or to just ignore it. However, if 
this problem is not exposed and 
treated, it will have serious rami
fications for the Jewish people. 

This issue of apathetic 
and self-centered youth recently 
came to my attention at a popular 
Jewish summer program for teen
agers. The teens I was -a counselor 
for exhibited a sense of egotism, 
spending their parents' hard
earned money on themselves 
whenever they could, without 
ever saying "thank you" to their 

mother and father. 
In addition to this attitude of 

entitlement, a sense of spiritual 
complacency prevailed. During 
davening, they talked constantly 
and the boys declined to take 
part in services, even when called 
upon directly. During informal 
education or short Jewish classes, 
these teens tuned out anything of 
religious significance. Spiritual 
growth was not desired or neces
sary. While passion and drive were 
essentially absent in all areas, re
ligion was a particularly poor and 
barren part_9f their ~iy~~· . 

The hardest.thing for me to 
witness was the last day of the 
program. My campers were sup
posed to help pick vegetables that 
would be going to feed the poor. 
Quite a few campers 1·efused to 
participate. I laughed when one 
camper suggested that we send a 
check instead. But that young boy 
then proceeded to help in the har
vest, while other teens, who knew 
we were going to be in the veg
etable patch, regardless, for two 
hours, failed to make the most of 
their time. This disgusted me. 

What should worry us, the old
er generations, is not only the lack 
of empathy these young people 
display, but also the lack of lead
ership. Our youth are essential 
to the continuation of the Jewish 

people. How can we expect these 
teens to continue on the path of 
their forefathers if they are not re
ceptive to religious thought or in
terested in taking initiative? It was 
disheartening for me to watch my 
campers shrink. from leadership 
roles. Many of the boys, in par
ticular, were wary of shouldering 
responsibility and taking control, 
preferring to sit in the back mak-

' ing sarcastic remarks to every-
one around them. How will these 
youngsters overcome the tempta
tions of this world and stay true 
to their heritage when they cannot 
even handle leading their peers? 

With growing programs like 
NCSY, Bnei Akiva, and the CJF, 
it is surprising that this problem 
persists among teenagers. Af
ter all, these leadership-focused 
youth groups were created to 
combat religious apathy. Why, 
then, do these children, on the 
cusp of adulthood, have such dif
ficulty taking on the responsibil
ity of the Jewish future? 

I blame parents. Many par
ents who originally came from 
poorer backgrounds wish to give 
their children every opportunity 
that they personally never ex
perienced. Though they mean 

Cqntinued on page 24 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENTS 
S t e r n c 0 e g e f o r W o m e n 

Rena Wiesen 

The old cliche about 
New York is that it's a tossed 
salad (for those of you who didn't 
know, they got rid of the melting 
pot to preserve cultural integrity). 
I always thought it sounded so un
impressive. Who honestly cares 
about a plain old tossed salad? 
That's so boring! They couldn't 
pick something like a gumball 
machine? Something with a little 
more pizzazz? 

Then I came to Stem 
College, and went out with my 

Laura Shuman 

Here we go with a brand 
new school year at Stern College 
for Women. It is the first week of 
classes, and the Beren campus is 
bursting with vigor. For those of 

Michelle Laufer 

As President of the Sy 
Syms School of Business Student 
Council, I am proud to welcome 
all incoming and returning stu-

friends to Circa. For those of 
you who have not yet had a salad 
there- I say "not yet" because by 
the time you graduate, you will 
have had one-the way it works 
is that you get a bowl with lettuce, 
and then you can pick any ingre
dients you want to add. 

The options range from 
regular vegetables, such as cu
cumbers and tomatoes, to the 
most outrageous things like crai
sins, chick peas, and egg whites
things I would never have thought 
to put in a salad had I been mak
ing one at.: home. I ordered my 
salad, randomly choosing differ
ent toppings and a dressing to top 
it off. And then I understood the 
cliche. Lots of towns and univer
sities have regular vegetable sal
ad ingredients. The tomatoes and 
cucumbers are the basic founda
tions. But New York, and more 
specifically in our case, Stem 

College and the Sy Syms School 
of Business, have all kinds of cra
zy toppings that you can mix in, 
and which surprisingly make the 
salad delicious, though you never 
would have dreamed that they 
could blend together harmoni
ously. All together they make one 
amazingly tasty salad. 

Women of Stem College 
and SSSB, take a look around 
you! There are so many incredible 
and unique women on campus:
the international student you saw 
in the Brookdale elevator rapidly 
chatting in another language, that 
fwmy person you sat next to in 
class, and that funky dresser you 
passed on Lexington Avenue in 
between buildings. Don't just 
pass them by! 

Of course, putting your
self out there can be difficult, and 
it is so much easier and more com
fortable to stick with the friends 

T o r a h A c t i v t i e s 
you who are new, welcome, and 
to the many of you who are re
turning, welcome back! Having 
bumped into many of my fellow 
students during the summer, re
gardless of what they were doing, 
I sensed a tremendous amount of 
energy in the air. So much energy 
has been exhausted and also cre
ated during our break, whose po
tential can be realized by simply 
channeling it right back here, to
gether with our peers. 

As I mentioned right be
fore we left for the summer, the 
paradigm of TAC is to facilitate 
Torah, Chesed, and religious ac
tivity on the individual and com
munal level. Many of us have ex
perienced first-hand the amazing 
feeling of being part of a commu-

nity, whether it is while learning 
in a Beit Midrash, davening in 
shul, or gathering together in a 
camp setting. It is this feeling of 
connection to Klal Yisrael which 
brings warmth and higher mean
ing to a place. 

This year, we have the 
privilege of being the first to uti
lize our brand new Beit Midrash 
which was recently completed 
over the summer. Seating over 
150 women, it will be the larg
est all-women's Beit Midrash 
outside of Israel. This wiJI be the 
perfect place on campus to water 
the seeds of energy that have been 
planted ove~ the summer, while 
strengthening our community and 
moving forward. This multi- pur
pose Beit Midrash will also serve 

m s S c h o o I 0 f 

dents to the most exciting place in 
Midtown Manhattan: the Beren 
campus! 

The beginning of fall se
mester is always a busy time: set
tling into a new room, figuring out 
last-minute schedule changes, and 
reuniting with friends and class
mates after a long summer break. I 
myself have experienced this ritu
al for the past three ye~s and will 
go through this transition for the 
final time this coming semester. 
For those of you who don't know 
me, my name is Michelle Laufer 
and I am currently a senior enter
ing my seventh semester on cam
pus as an accounting major. Over 
these past six semesters I have 
created Il!ilestones, increased my 
knowledge, formed many friend
ships, and most of all, have made 
wonderful memories. Looking 

back, I realize that I have met a 
number of my closest friends and 
have accomplished some of my 
greatest personal achievements 
through involvement in school re
lated activities. My advice to any 
student, whether new on campus 
or returning once again, is to get 
involved in Sy Syms in any way 
you feel you can gain the most. 
SSSB is a dynamic place where 
all students may find a niche, or 
even better, create one of their 
own. SSSB students are fortunate 
to attend a school that delivers the 
finest education with a personal 
touch, thanks to its small classes 
and dedicated teachers. 

For a guaranteed fun 
fresh start to school, I encour
age all new students on campus 
to attend the orientation events. 
You will notice in your orienta-

S t u d e n t 

you knew before you came to col
lege. But the student body here is 
so unique and diverse, and has so 
much to offer. Everyone has such 
an interesting background, which 
you would discover if you would 
just ask. I personally met an in
credibly fun student from Co
lombia, South America in a class 
last semester, who I never would 
have met had we not been paired 
up to interview each other. As 
we spoke, I kept thinking: "Why 
didn't I introduce myself earlier? 
She's so cool!" 

Smiling at people is a 
great start, but it's not enough. In 
order to strengthen the amazing 
community at Stern, we need to 
reach beyond our existing circles 
and make an effort to meet new 
people. If you live locally, invite 
new acquaintances to your houses 
for Shabbat. Stay in for Shabbat 
and meet new people. Sit with 

C o u n c 
as a shul for our continuously 
growing davening needs, such as 
our weekly Mincha minyan, and 
Hatarat Nedarim. Also, get ready 
for continued shiurim and Chesed 
opportunities. 

In addition to our daily 
activites, there has also been 
a growing desire for a simply 
gevaldike Shabbos. With all the 
fantastic ingredients for a beau
tiful Shabbos including shiurirn, 
chaburas, a tisch, and of course 
ruach- filled davening, we at TAC 
look forward to seeing you at this 
years TAC and SOY Shabbaton, 
on September 7th (just one Shab
bos away!). 

Our student body is but 
a tiny piece of the Jewish world, 
but it is a great and strong piece 

B · u s n e s s 

tion brochures that the SSSB 
board will be hosting a "meet 
and greet" during orientation, and 
we would love to see you there. 
Please come with any questions 
you may have regarding sched
uling, classes, and anything else 
we may be able to help you with. 
Orientation Shabbat is one of the 
nicest Sha,bbatot held on campus 
(aside from the SSSB Shabbaton, 
of course) and I hope to share that 
Shabbat with you- please cheer 
for me as I deliver the Dvar Torah 
at seudah shlishit! 

Getting involved in 
SSSB is easy with our numer
ous clubs and planned events. 
Watch out around school for the 
announcement of the SSSB club 
fair, where you can sign up for 
clubs that interest you-such as 
marketing, accounting, manage-

C o u n c 

people you don't know in the caf
eteria at dinner. Or just say "hi" 
and introduce yourself to some
one you don't know in the eleva
tor. We should not be afraid to 
step outside of our familiar circle 
of friends with whom we went to 
high school. 

Let's all work together, 
by taking small steps like these, to 
unite our campus. Only by mov
ing outside of our small personal 
spaces can we make the Stern and 
SSSB community stronger than it 
has ever been. Together, we can 
create a real feeling of community 
and of Aha vat Yisrael,love for our 
fellow Jew, which is fundamental 
to our lives as Jewish women. 

indeed. With involvement in ac
tivities, whether it is arranging a 
Tehillim group, organizing a shiur 
in French, or even putting up a 
flyer, there is a greater realiza
tion that this small act is helping 
to bring together Klal Yisrael. In 
his Mishnah Torah, the Rambam 
states that a person should always 
look at themselves as equally bal
anced, and the world as equally 
balanced, and that with one posi
tive act, he could tip the scales 
towards the Geulah. Every single 
action done makes our communi
ty that much richer. Every single 
action tips the scale. 

We have an exciting year 
ahead of us, and I am looking for
ward to experiencing it together 
with all of you! Kol Tuv. 

ment, entrepreneur, cosmetics, 
fashion, and real estate. 

This year I have the 
pleasure to work alongside an 
awesome board which includes 
my good friends Bracha Kahn, 
Elana Friedenberg, and Penny 
Pazornick. We have a great 
year in store for you, and have 
been hard at work planning 
events that we know you will en
joy. Look out on the tliird floor 
for news, updates, and announce-

ments on our bulletin board. 
Please feel free to contact 

me with any suggestions, ideas, 
or questi,ons you may have. You 
can either find me hanging out 
in the SSSB building at 215 Lex 
or you can email me at michel
lelaufer@gmail.com. I hope that 
together we will have a produc
tive and enjoyable year at SSSB. 

' j ' . 
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NEWS 
Sitting Down with New Syms Dean 

Michael Ginzberg 

Donors Back New 
Beit Midrash 

By Yael Wolynetz pressed by the architectural plans 
shown to her and her husband. By Yael Wolynetz 

What were some of the attrac
tions in accepting this new posi
tion? Why did you choose YU of 
all schools? 

First of all, I must say 
that I am very excited to be here. 
I was not looking for this type of 
institution specifically, but I have 
found that it is a great institution. 
I see reaJ opportunity to develop, 
improve, and build the Sy Syms 
business school. With the support 
of President Joel and the Board of 
Trustees that I have had so far, I 
see this happening. I hope to see 
lots of change and improvement 
over the next couple of years. 

What are some of the first things 
you plan to do as Dean? 

The first thing I want 
to accomplish on the undergrad 
level is to complete the process 
so that Sy Syms will be AACSB 
(Association to Advance Col
legiate Schools of Business) ac
credited. I have no doubt that 
this will happen and that Sy Syms 
will be recognized as a first rate 
business school. In the long run, 
we will establish a culture of 
continuous improvement, where 
various changes will take effect 

periodically in order to enhance 
the reputation of Sy Syms. 

All the best business 
schools in the country have re
cently updated their curriculums. 
I plan to implement more "expe
riential" learning where students 
will have the opportunities to 
work in a more hands-on environ
ment. I hope to develop a trading 
lab where students will be able to 
experience the inner workings of 
the fin'ancial market. 

Another part of accredi
tation involves building up the 
faculty. There needs to be an in
creased number of fuJI-time fac
ulty members. 

Will there be different focuses 
for the Beren and Wilf cam
puses? 

35th Street Residence Hall 
Opens Doors 

By Shana Goldenberg 

This past July, the 35th 
Street Residence Hall opened its 
doors as the sixth housing facili ty 
on the Beren Campus. An amal
gam of university and indepen
dent housing, the new dormitory 
offers apartment-style accommo
dations accompanied by stricter 
enforcement of rules and security 
measures. Unlike the Lexington 
Plaza and Windsor Court apart
ments, the 35th Street Residence 
Hall is owned directly by YU. 

"The new dorms are 
an exciting [development that] 
will enhance our residence life 
community," remarked Assistant 
Dean of Students Zelda Braun. 
''We are thrilled to offer this op
portunity to our students." 

Similar to Brookdale 
Residence Hall, the 35th Street 
dorm has a co-ed front lounge 
as well as a women 's-only base
ment TV lounge. Though Stem 

will continue renting apartments 
in Windsor Court, and possibly 
Lexington Plaza, the university 
wants to offer students dorms 
that reflect the YU community at
mosphere. "[It is important that] 
all residence life be within the 
university's span of ownership," 
added Dean Braun. 

Preparing the new dorms 
for occupancy ~ time for the up
coming fall semester was not an 
easy feat to accomplish. "We 
were really nervous the dorms 
wouldn't be ready in time," ad
mitted Rachel Kraut, director of 
Residence Life. 

Fortunately, the dedicat
ed construction crew completed 
the majority of the work, ensur
ing that at least the suites will be 
in order once the students arrive. 
The communal areas, such as the 

Continued on page 19 

One of my first concerns is to 
work on the curriculum and see 
what can be done both uptown 
and downtown. For these purpos
es, I don't differentiate between 
the two schools because both 
campuses will be held up to the 
same standard. 

Our recent history is that 
SSSB 's women students have 
shown a greater interest in mar
keting as a major, while the men 
have been more interested in ac
counting and finance. There is 
no reason that this should be the 
case; there are great opportuni
ties for women in accounting and 
finance-one of the women at
tending the MBA program at MIT 
when I was in graduate school, 
Judy Lewent, recently retired as 
CFO of one of the large pharma
ceutical companies-and for men 
in marketing; think of Steve Jobs, 
for example. 

What are your short-term and 
long-term visions for the busi-

Continued on page 19 

Following an extended 
period of renovation, the newly 
designed ·aeit Midrash at Stern 
College for Women (SCW) has 
garnered the financial support of 
longtime YU benefactors, Leon 
and Lea Eisenberg, who have 
contributed a "leadership gift" 
towards the completion of the 
facility. The Beit Midrash con
structipJl ranks rughron an exten
sive list of campus-wide building 
efforts which commenced in the 
summer of 2006. 

"It seems that in a school 
like this, the Beit Midrash is at the 
heart of the school," explained 
Ms. Eisenberg. [It is] the place 
where aJI of the students are di
rected towards." 

Upon viewing the former 
premises, the family decided that 
the "old quarters were not ade
quate," in terms of both the limit
ed area and shelf space. "We feel 
that the young ladies will benefit 
from the new airy, more modem 
style design," Ms. Eisenberg said, 
noting that she was greatly im-

The Eisenbergs, who 
now live in Lawrence, New York, 
were founding members of the 
Board of Trustees of Stem Col
lege, and have been involved with 
the YU community for over thirty 
years, beginning with Leon's ten
ure as an undergraduate. Since 
then, virtually all of their children 
and grandchildren have passed 
through the doors of the univer
sity, at both the Wilf and Beren 
campuses. 

"I have held virtually ev
ery office position on the Board, 
including Chairwoman," Ms. 
Eisenberg added. 

Ms. Eisenberg elaborated 
further on the uniqueness of Stem 
College. "My husband and I aim 
to support Stem as much as pos
sible. Through supporting Stem 
we are supporting the education 
of young Jewish women, which 
in itself is an important cause. 1 
have spent a lot of time walking 
through the halls at Stern over the 

Continued on page 19 

Rabbi Reiss Named Dean ofRIETS 
Agunah Advocate to Expand Torah Education 

By Sara Lefkovitz from their husbands, due to vari
ous halakhic obstacles. 

Rabbi Yona Reiss, direc- "One of the missions of 
tor of the Beth Din of America, the Beth Din is to identify com
has been selected for the posi- munal issues in order to provide 
tion of dean of the Rabbi Isaac intervention," Rabbi Reiss told 
Elchanan Theological Seminary The Observer. "One problem 
(RIETS), as per last Wednesday's identified in recent years bas been 
announcement by YU President agunot. The Beth Din has worked 
Richard M. Joel. hard over the last couple of years 

Rabbi Reiss is slated to to resolve [this)." 
fill the vacancy left by his prede- Under Rabbi Reiss's 
cessor, Rabbi Zevulun Charlop, leadership, the Beth Din has as
who will step down from his post sumed a more proactive part in 
in June 2008 following a lengthy pursuing both halakhic and social 
tenure of over 35 years. mechanisms with the capacity of 

An alumnus of Yeshiva effecting change. Rabbi Reiss has 
College, Rabbi Reiss proceeded personally advocated the sign
to earn a law degree from Yale ing of pre-nuptial agreements as 
University as well as rabbinic a pre-emptive measure, while si
ordination from RIETS. Both as- multaneously issuing communi
pects of his education coalesced ty-wide seruvim (public contempt 
in his role as director of the orders) against derelict husbands. 
Beth Din, in which Rabbi Reiss Additionally, the Beth Din has 
handled legal cases pertaining to explored other methods of reach
Jewish divorce, mediation, and ing favorable resolutions through 
commercial arbitration. in-house mediation services. 

Of particular note is the When asked whether 
Beth Din Director's involvement he would integrate the plight of 
in the long-standing quandary of agunot into his agenda as dean of 
agunot, "chained" ':orne~ why RIETS, Rabbi Reiss spoke of an 
are unable to obtam dJVo/ces overarching responsibility borne 

I 
\ 

by all segments of the Jewish 
community, including YU. 

"Educational institu-
tions in part can help train people 
to have proper orientations in this 
matter and to act upon those ori
entations," he explained. "That 
goes a long way to resolving 
those problems." 

"The agunab issue is 
one I've spent considerable time 
on over the years," Rabbi Reiss 
continued. "I certainly won't be 
abandoning my concern over the 
issue." 

The new dean of the 
seminary also elaborated upon 
the subject of women's learning. 
"Though my domain is RIETS, 
my mission of spreading Torah 
and Torah education includes all 
aspects of the university, includ
ing Stem," he said. ''The educa
tion of women is extremely im
portant to all of us, as individuals, 
as families, and as communities. 
It is something I care deeply 
about" 

Thus, Rabbi Reiss insist-

Continued on page 27 
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YU Embarks on Technological Ventures 
Revamping 

Communications 
By Yael Wolynetz 

The Communications 
Department of Yeshiva Univer
sity has made significant techno
logical inroads over the last few 
months, as the university contin
ues to modernize its systems of 
operation. 

'The changes that are in 
effect are really a four-pronged 
effort," explained Georgia Pol
lak, vice president of Communi
cations and Public Affairs. 

Pollak's main focus bas 
been the improvement of the 
university's website, the highly 
frequented yu.edu. Several up-

grades have already taken .effect 
in the past six to eight months, 
while others will be implemented 
over the course of the up~oming 
academic year. 

"The first step was the 
shifting of responsibility for the 
website direction and creation 
from MIS to the Communications 
Department," said Pollak. "We 
felt that not only did the website 
need a technological cleanup, but 
'it also becl:lea· to be cteated and 
designed by people who were 
writers, designers, and marketers 
to give it a more marketing feel." 

Understanding the signifi
cance of a website's appearance, 

Pollak emphasized the need for a 
cutting edge design. 

The second effort, which 
was also the most time-consuming 
task, was a major cleanup of the 
website. "We have been working 
this summer to clean up the con
tent on the web, to make sure that · 
there is less wrong information," 
Pollak elaborated. "This includes 
wrong numbers in the YU direc
tory and updated faculty lists, as 
well as revising the content and 
words on the site." 

Additionally, Pollak's 
team is focused on deleting out
dated links. Pollak compared the 
current website to an "archaeo
logical dig," in that there are hun
dreds of pages that are outdated. 
Her main concern is to make the 
website more user-friendly for 
visitors. 

Pollak is excited about 

CIO Position Created 

By Yael Wolynetz 

In an effort to advance 
technology on campus, YU bas 
appointed Mr. Marc Milstein as 

Vice President of Information 
Technology and Chief Informa-

tion Officer (ClO). 
Milstein will be respon

sible for both the Beren and Wilf 
campuses, as well as Cardozo 
School of Law and the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine. He 
expre;ssed the hope that "our plan
ning will make the use of technol
ogy easier and more productive" 
on each campus. 

"Our major task in In
formation Technology Services 
is the assistance of all members 
of the· YU community in the use 
of computers and related technol
ogy throughout every phase of the 
academic endeavor: teaching and 
learning, student life, research, 
and administration," Milstein ex
plained. 

He initially seeks to im
prove the internal and external 
processes of YU, by way of "the 
deeper integration of information 

technology into both the curricu
lum and into campus life, includ
ing ubiquitous wireless and web 
access to university services." 

With an MBA in Sys
tems Management from Baldwin
Wallace College in Cleveland, 
Ohio, Milstein comes to YU with 
several years of experience man
aging information technology in 
different academic communities. 

One of the biggest 
changes implemented since Mil
stein assumed his position in May 
has been the "major reorganiza
tion of computing." The division 
that was formerly known as MIS 
(Management Information Sys
tems) has now become Informa
tion Technology Services. 

Continued on page 27 
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the addition of new pages to the 
already existing website. "We 
have added a new student ,life 
page that will have information 
for students about upcoming ac
tivities, as well as a section spe
cifically dedicated to parents with 
the answers to frequently asked 
questions," she reported. 

As the university contin
ues to add new programming, the 
website will expand accordingly 
to accommodate these increases. 
In the coming months, there will 
be a new site created for the CJF, 
as well as new pages for both the 

Mechina and GPATS programs. 
The last stage of the im

provements is a complete redesign 
of the current website. "We have 
recently submitted a p. · posal to 
an outside firm for a complete 
redesign," Pollak revealed. Aside 
for re-organizing the website's 
navigation to increase efficiency, 
the outside firm will also help to 
enhance aesthetics. 

"We are also looking for 
feedback from students," Pollak 
says. "Since they are the prima
ry users of the site, we welcome 
their comments and feedback." 

Office of Student Accounts 
Upgrades 

By Yael Wolynetz 

Submitting tuition pay
ments has never been easier, 
thanks to a system upgrade of 
Yeshiva University's Office of 
Student Accounts. "Any student 
can see their [tuition] account any 
time of day, 2417," declared Mr. 
Robert Friedman, director of Stu
dent Accounts. 

"Tuition can already 
be paid online directly from a 
checking account or by credit 
card," Friedman explained, de
scribing the current technology. 
The program, set up about a year 
ago, can be accessed through the 
university's website by selecting 
"My YU" and then the "Student 
Accounts" tab. 

"Just like students fre
quently check their grades online, 
they can now check their tuition 
balance," Friedman said, adding 
that parents can also have access 
to a child's account by obtaining 
her student ID and pin number. 

In addition to tuition bal
ance; and statements, the online 
account enables students to check 
if there is anything outstanding 
in lheir file, like a tax return or 
a ptf>rnissory note. ·Students who 
rece~ financial aid have an ad
ditional,,Student Aid Account that 
informs them ·of loans or scholar
ships that were granted. 

The final process of the 
technological upgrades will be 
th~ introduction of "e-billing." 
This process will send tuition 
invoices through email instead 
of the traditional postal service. 
Friedma·n thinks that this new 
feature, which he hopes will be 
introduced in the corning months, 
is both a "time and cost favor." 

Not "only can biJls be paid with 
just the click of a button, but the 
new process limits the amount of 
paper bills that are circulated as 
well. 

While Friedman believes 
that many parents will be receptive 
to the new "e-billing" policy, he is 
certain that some will still prefer 
the traditional paper bills. He also 
acknowledged the drawbacks of 
online payment. "There bas been 
a lot of resistance by parents," he 
explained. "It's understandable 
because people don't want to put 
their information online, although 
all of the transactions that we pro
cess are secure." 

Nonetheless, Friedman 
is confident that the online pro
cessing is a huge step forward 
for the university. Thousands of 
other universities in the country 
have similar services which op
erate under the Banner System. 
"We have to keep up," ~riedman 
added. 'Technology moves so 
quickly that soon the notion of e
billing will be outdated." 

Friedman also acknowl
edged the arrival of Marc Mil-

. stein, the recently appointed vice 
president of Information . and . 
Technology Services, as a crucial 
influence in the establishment 
of the online process. "We have 
been waiting for him," Friedman 
says. "He knows a lot and will 
implement this knowledge for 
the benefit of the institution. His 
recent appointment is indicative 
that President Joel is committed 
to the quickest, most time effi
cient system for students." 
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FEATURES 
Dean Bacon Debunks SCW Myths 

By Yaffi Spodek 

Many people believe that wom
en primarily attend Stern in 
order to find a spouse and get 
their so-called ''MRS" degree. 
Is there any truth behind this 
stereotype? 

This is simply ridiculous. 
Marriage is not about women; it 
is about couples. It's all because 
of sexism. It's not just our insti
tution, but it's th.e entire Jewish 
community that needs help and. 
has a huge investment in students 
finding a life partner. That is the 
bedrock of the Jewish cornmu-

nity, which is based around fam
ily life. 

Unfortunately, sexism 
is very much alive in the Jew
ish community. The invention of 
myths about the inferior status 
and perceived needs of women 
is not based on any real author
ity, nor is it justified. It is childish 
and immature to make it appear 
as if the women here are needy 
women only looking to get mar
ried. It's silly for people to keep 
repeating the idea that marriage 
is what defines the women of our 
university. 

How can this view be discred
ited? 

We need to change the 
conversation and the rhetoric. It's 
just damaging and silly. We need 
to speak like adults, because get
ting married fs an adult thing to 
do. The only way to deal with this 
is for our students not to engage 
in these conversations. If they 
engage in these discussions, they 
are going to reinforce this puerile 
rhetoric. They have to just speak 
with dignity and self respect. 

If everything that I say is 
true, but these women didn't have 
a commitment to a life plan, then . 
we would be up the creek without 
a paddle. The fact that women are 
engaged in trying to find a partner 
and build a life together should 
be applauded instead of derided. 
The fact that our student body is 
committed to the Jewish ideals of 
the home and family is to be ap
plauded. 

The women of Stern are 
self-sufficient, ·independent, ma
ture, and they decide when it's 
time to start thinking seriously 
about finding the right person to 
build a family with. These are 
mature women and when they 
are ready for a serious relation
ship, tllis university can only help 
them, and I only hope to G-d that 
they find mature men who are 
worthy of them. 

Sometimes there are 
things that are so ridiculous that 
you really have to ignore them. 
To discuss them is to give them 
dignity, and it is an undignified 
thing to discuss marriage this 
way. Getting married and sharing 

Teaneck -Beit Midrash 
Advances Women's Learning 

By Shayna Hoenig 

The Center for the Jew
ish Future (CJF) .expanded its 
targeted constituencies this sum
mer with the creation of its first 
community-wide study program 
tailored specifically to women. 
The Teaneck Beit Midrash Sum
mer Program, held in conjunction 
with the university's Graduate 
Program in Advanced Talmudic 
Studies (GPATS), afforded wom
en access to higher level learning 
opportunities. 

The program was held 
over the course of four weeks, 
from July 2 to July 2Q, and in
volved three components: a Fel
lows Program, a Community 
Program, and a Youth Program. 

The Fellows Program, 
which counted sixteen partici
pants, met daily from 9:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Classes were taught by 
Rabbi Shmuel Hain, Rosh Beit 
Midrash of GPATS and Stern 
College faculty member, on the 
subject of "Jews and Gentiles" 
(Gemara Sanhedrin). Ms. Ra
chel Friedman, a teacher at .the 
Drisha Institute, taught a second 
class on Sefer Yechezkel. Guest 

shiurim were also given by Rabbi 
Kenneth Brander, dean of Yeshi
va University's CJF, and Maika 
Adatto, GPATS senior fellow and 
Teaneck Beit Midrash Summer 
Program coordinator. 

Hosting as many as sixty 
women, the Community Program, 
the second component, met on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thurs
day mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 
11 a.m. It featured classes by Mrs. 
Elana Stein Hain, graduate of the 
GPATS program, on the topic of 
"Legal Loopholes," Rebbetzin 
Smadar Rosensweig, Stem Col
lege faculty member, on "Haftar-

ot of Calamity and Consolation," 
and Rabbi Moshe Kahn, faculty 
member at Stem College and 
GPATS, who delivered evening 
shiurim on the topic of "Dina De
malchuta Dina." 

The Youth Program, 
which met daily from 4 to 6 p.m., 
had four components: chavruta 
(partner-style) learning for ele
mentary, middle school, and high 
school girls; Mishnah Madness 
for girls in grades 5-8; and the 
Mitzvah of the Week Workshop 

Continued on page 26 

one's life with someone is so seri
ous, and it's so compelling, that to 
talk about it in this childish way is 
ridiculous. It is demeaning to the 
institution of marriage, to Jewish 
families, and to our students. 

The men on the Wilf campus 
enjoy better facilities, faculty, 
and resources than the women 
on the Beren campus. The uni
versity as a whole seems to es
pouse a chauvinistic view of the 

- ? .u..; women. Why. 

This is completely un
true .. If you would do an in-depth 
investigation, and actually looked 
at things, you would see that our 
curriculum is richer. There is 
more of a variety of offerings. I 
think you'd find that the faculty 
are more engaged with the stu
dents, and do more research, if 
not more, then equal to the men, 
but it's not a competition. 

It is true that the uptown 
campus has much more public re
lations than we do. The students 
[there) are self-promoters and 
our students are not. Our students 
sometimes are gullible and they 
hear things uptown and say, 'they 
have it and we don't.' Also, the 
whole public relations machine 
of the university is housed up
town. It's visible and it's promot
ed. What goes on down here is 
largely invisible, but it shouldn't 
be invisible. 

What can be done to rectify the 
situation? 

A lot of it is pragmatic 
and has to do with space. A lot. of 
the people up there would rather 
be down here, but we could not 
accommodate them here on the 
Beren campus. This year, the 
Communications Office uptown 
is planning to have a person sta
tioned down here. They are actu
ally interviewing people for that 
position right now ... and this will 
be his or her beat. That will help 
things a lot. 

What will also help is 
that students need to be better 
promoters of things going on. 
Every time something great or 
wonderful happens, they should 
talk it up amongst themselves, in 
the newspaper, and with the guys 
uptown. We should start hearing 
the guys say 'gee, how come we 
don't have that here?' For ex
ample, in the biology department 
and the English department, we 
have more variety in our courses· 
compared to uptown. 

We are catering to a 
broader range of students' inter
ests, and we meet the needs of our 
students. I admit that they have 
more physics courses, but we just 
hired two new physics profes
sors, and that is for the very small 
number of students who are inter
ested in physics. There are majors 
here that don't exist uptown. We 
are responding to student inter
est. l'm very proud of our speech 
pathology department, our educa
tion courses, and our art major. 
These are absolutely fabulous de
partments. 

I'm even very proud of 
what the women are doing here in 
athletics, even with the fact that 
there is no athletic facility here. 
The fact that they're expand
ing their interests, we now have 
soccer and volleyball teams that 
compete and sometimes win. We 
are working on finding an ath
letic facility for the women, but 
it is hard to find space to rent in 
the city that is appropriate, with
out any pillars, since most of the 
buildings in midtown have them. 

The student body is plagued by 
student apathy and a lack of 
pride in the women's institu
tion. Why are these feelings so 
prevalent and what can be done 
to correct them? 

I couldn't possibly fath
om why it is. I don't know why it 
is, so I" d rather focus on what we 
can do to change it. I can't relate 
to it. I have such enormous pride 
in this institution and the women. 
It's hard for me to understand 
where this sense of insecurity or 
lack of confidence or pride in their 
accomplishments comes from. 

To combat it, we have to 
chip away at it piece by piece. The 
newspaper and the student lead
ers on campus can be major or
gans for 'reform, just to celebrate 
and publicize what the women 
are doinyand accomplishing. The 
image }1iat we have in the outside 
world( I have to tell you, is a lot 

I h . better than the one we ave m-
' temally. I go to conferences and 

spe~ to employers of Stem Col
lege graduates, and our name out 
there 'is very good Without psy
cho-analyzing what's going on 
internally, we have to promote 
ourselves when it's correct. There 
is so much great stuff going on. 

Continued on page 26 
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Introducing Tzedek Tzedek 
Social Justice Society Comes to the Fore 

By Shlomit Cohen 

The mission of Yeshiva 
University (YU) not only under
scores the need for developing 
personal connections to Judaism, 
but also demands the transforma
tion of those passions into tangi
ble actions that impact the world 
around us. 

It is in this spirit that a 
group of students from YU have 
united to form Tzedek Tzedek, 
the Society for Social Justice. As 
young Jewish leaders, we strong
ly believe that it is our responsi
bility to confront the challenges 
facing our contemporary society 
and become active and engaging 
members on our local campuses 
as well as in the broader Jewish 
and global communities. 

At the core of our agenda 
· is the beHef that true change stems 
from thoughtful dialogue and de
bate. Recognizing that both social 
justice and Torah values have 
broad and varied applications, we 
intend to explore different ways 
of understanding what social jus
tice means in the context of Torah 
and halakha. By nurturing a core 
group of committed student activ
ists, we hope to pave the way for 
meaningful and sustainable social 
justice programming at YU. 

We will also be initiat
ing a range of other projects. The 
Tzedek Tzedek film series will ex
plore current issues..:.._ from Darfur, 
to Ethiopian rights in Israel, to the 
plight of agunot ("chained" wom
en).~ order to better process the 

film and learn more about ways to 
effect change, the film will be fol
lowed by a panel discussion from 
leading experts in each field. We 
will also introduce a campus-wide 
volunteer day with opportunities 
in ali five boroughs, a diversity 
speaker series, and the continued 
opportunity to mentor students in 
Kappa Four high school. 

The key factor that dif
ferentiates us from other groups 
on campus is our emphasis on 
tzedek as opposed to chesed. 
While tzedek and chesed are of
ten used interchangeably, and 
while the philosophy of tzedek, or 
social justice, goes band in band 
with chesed, they are xery differ
ent goals with very distinctive fo
cuses. Social justice demands that 
we combat the root causes of in
justice and work as partners with 
impoverished and disadvantaged 
groups to develop viable solu
tions. Tzedek is beyond the act of 
giving; it is an act of enabling. 

It is especially timely 
as we enter .the month of Elul 
and approach the Yamim Noraim 
(High Holy Days), that we collec
tively reflect on our obligation to 
those around us. We look forward 
to working with everyone who 
shares the vision of Tzedek Tze
dek, and we invite participation at 
all levels. 

For more information 
regarding any of the programs, 
please contact Shlomit Cohen at 
Srcohenl @yu.edu. 

The Truth about Student Loans 

By Sara Lefkovitz 

While recent scandals 
have implicated the financial aid 
offices of several well-known 
universities, students at YU can 
rest assured ~at their money 
is in safe and proper hands. 

In outlining YU's 
student loan practices, Director of 
Student Finance Robert Friedman 
contrasted the university's 
non-preferential policy with 
the "profit-sharing" approach 
adopted by certain administrators 
at other institutions, such as 
Columbia and Johns Hopkins 
University. Representatives at 
those schools, which have come 
under scrutiny for their morally 
equivocal methods, received 
kickbacks from private lenders 
asking to be advertised to students 
as "preferred," regardless of 
whether their services actually 
merited the recommendation. 

"It's not uncommon 
for people to say that if you're 
selling services, that's business," 

said Friedman. "There are people 
that say that profit-sharing is 
an accepted business practice." 

While profit-sharing 
cannot be prosecuted as an illegal 
business infraction, it can violate a 
state's consumer protection laws. 
The issue becomes even more 
ethically suspect when private 
lenders are given federal subsidies, 
paid for by taxpayer dollars. 

Although the federal 
government offers low-interest 
student loans, it has failed to raise 
loan limits to keep pace with 
growing education costs. The 
mostrecentincrease was approved 
by Congress in 2006, bringing the 
maximum amount students can 
borrow to a mere $4,750 per year, 
hardly enough to foot the tuition 
bill at most schools in the country. 

As such, explained 
Friedman, theprivatelendermarket 
has exp.erienced a significant 
boom with its more flexible loan 
limits, inviting a greater number 
of companies into the competitive 
fray. Benefiting from lax federal 
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Summer High School Students 
Get a Taste of YU 

By Aliza Vishniavsky 

While most teenag-
ers spend their summer days far 
away from school, 19 Jewish high 
school students chose to further 
their education in a simulated 
college setting at Yeshiva Univer
sity. 

Summer at YU, situated 
on the Beren Campus in Midtown 
Manhattan, was directed by Ju
dith Isenberg of the YU admis
sions office. By splitting the day 
between shiur in the morning and 
secular classes in the afternoon, 
the program offered participants 
experiences in both secular and 
Judaic studies. The students, hail
ing from areas across the United 
States and Canada, were able to 
choose from three academic "ma
jors"- studio art, business, and 
biology-to study in a hands-on 
settings with Yeshiva professors. 

"These were highly 
motivated high school students 
who wanted to have a good time 
while also pursuing an academic 
summer experience," explained 
Sharona Motkin (SSSB '08), who 
served as one of the six advisors 
for the program. "They were re
ally in touch with what was go
ing on in the world and were very 
thoughtful in terms of what they 
wanted to get out the summer. I 
was able to make real connections 
with them." 

"They were great kids, 
really smart, and committed to 
Torah u • Maddah," added Ed 
Abramovitz (YC '09), another 
advisor. "They took their studies 

oversight, many such companies 
have become enmeshed in 
scandals after brokering deals 
with college administrators t9 
exclusively pitch their policies 
to students, in exchange for 
various forms of kickbacks. 

At YU however, the 
Office of Student Aid refrains 
from advocating any single plan 
over another. "The question is 
to deliver the cheapest possible 
loans to students," offered 

seriously and were a ton of fun." 
Beyond the classroom, 

the students enjoyed various trips, 
some related to their studies and 
others for entertainment. Students 
in the business track visited the 
Dale and Thomas Popcorn Com
pany to learn about their business 
model (and, of course, to enjoy 
some free samples). The biology 
group traveled up to the Bronx 
to the Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine. There, they were ad
dressed by various deans, who 
spoke about medical ethics as it 
pertains to the everyday work of 
physicians, and about Einstein as 
a Jewish organization that also 
services the secular world. Visits 
to museums such as the MOMA 
were memorable highlights for 
the studio art students. For rec
reation, the entire group enjoyed 
a trip to Madame Tussaud's wax 
museum, a tour of New York on a 
double-decker bus, a Mets game, 
and white water rafting, among 
other events. 

The students, mostly 
entering their senior year of high 
school, got a head start on their 
college careers. Not only did 
they have the opportunity to sit 
in real university classrooms with 
college professors, but they also 
engaged in periodic college prep 
workshops. The summer helped 
to teach them what to expect from 
college in general and from YU 
specifically. 

Summer at YU addi
tionally offered the high school 
students a stimulating Jewish ex
perience. Classes in the morning 

Friedman. "Our goal is to 
serve students and families and 
to be the conduit for getting 
students the money they need." 
"YU pays my paycheck. That's 
my compensation," he added. 

Friedman pointed to 
an extensiv:e brochure prepared 
by Student Aid, ~escribing 

five private loan plans the 
university recommends to 

Continued on page 27 

learning program were taught by 
Rabbi Asher Friedman, a rabbi at 
Yeshivat Lev Hatorah in Ramat 
Bcit Shemesh, Avi Hochman, a 
sernikha student at RIETS, and 
Rabbi Yissachar Krakowski, sgan 
mashgiach (spiritual advisor) at 
YU. They delivered classes on 
various topics, and alternated 
between sbiur-style lectures 
and group discussions. Over the 
weekends, the group bad shah
batons, replete with program
ming and learning in New Jer
sey, Washington DC, and on the 
Beren Campus. Also, one of their 
night activities featured an "ask
the-Rabbi" session with several 
YU rabbis. 

The diverse group of stu
dents came from all types of Jew
ish backgrounds. "Some came of 
religious homes, some were not 
religious at all, and some were 
ba'alei teshuva," observed Mot
kin. "For a number of them this 
Jewish experience was a first. We 
had a few kids who kept their first 
Shabbos on the program. They 
were open to new experiences 
and thrived when they found their 
place." 

Motkin recounted the 
experience of one girl who did 
not enjoy the more structured 
Judaic studies learning in the 
classroom, but flourished when 
she was given the opportunity to 
learn in chavruta (partner-style) 
with one of the advisors. 

"These students got an 
in-depth look at Jewish life," said 
Abramovitz. "They got all their 
questions answered in one shot, 
and came away with a good per
spective of what it is to live as ~ 
ben Torah through YU." 

Deborah Anstandig 
(SCW '07), an alumni advisor, 
related that it was "incredible to 
work with these high school stu
dents because, being from a large 
community of Jews, it is always 
eye- opening to see high school 
students who don't have so much 
contact with such a community. 
They were encountering for the 
first time things that I encoun
tered in YU for three years. It was 
a pleasure to expose them to YU, 
Torah learning, the college learn
ing experience, and New York 
City in general." 

"Most importantly, we 
bad a lot of fun with each other 
and made strong friendship~," she 
added. "Just take a look at their 
Facebook wails." 

As David Orner, a stu
dent participant from New York, 
put it, "The classes were good, 
the trips were good, the advisors 
were great. What's not to love?" 
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ISRAEL 
President Adds YU to List of 

Boycotted· Institutions 
N.ew Center for Israel Studies in Formative Stages 

By Nava Billet "area-studies programs [that] are 
common at many colleges and 
universities." 

partments through cross-program 
interaction. 

By Chaya Citrin 

When Great Britain's 
University and College Union 
(UCU) voted to boycott Israeli 
academic institutions, YU Presi
dent Richard Joel responded by 
adding the university to the list of 
those indicted. 

According to a New 
York Times story on May 31, 
the UCU, an organization that 
represents 120,000 British col
lege professors, voted in favor 
of a boycott against Israeli aca
demic institutions at the request 
of a Palestinian trade union. The 
New York Time~ reported that the 
group cited '"complicity of Israe
li academia' [sic] in occupation of 
Palestinian lands" as justification 
for the boycott. According to the 
union's website, the boycott has 
not yet gone into effect, but UCU 
general secretary Sa~y Hunt has 
already contacted members to 
decide on its implementation. 
Israeli, Jewish, and other organi
zations and universities promptly 
criticized UCU's decision. 

In a statement published 
on YU's website, President Joel 
condemned the boycott, calling 
it a "hypocritical act that defies 
the fundamental raison d 'etre of a 
university," explaining that "[t]his 
boycott erodes the sanctity of the 
academic sphere by introducing 
illegitimate political positions 
that amount to political blackmail. 
Moreover, it is irresponsible and 
detracts from the noble charge 
of the academy to enlighten and 
elevate intellectual discourse and 
advance humankind." 

The president explained 
the university's position as ex
tending not only from a com
mitment to education, but also 
from an obligation to "the time
less teachings of Torah and con
nections to Israel dating back to 
pre-statehood times." Citing the 
university's multi-faceted rela
tionship with Israel, President 

Joel reaffirmed the university's 
support for Israeli academic in
stitutions. ''We have invested in 
Israel through academic collabo
ration, post high school year-long 
Jewish studies programs, and 
3,000 alumni who reside there," 
he said. "We support the miracle 
that is the State of Israel and sa
lute Israeli scientists and scholars 
for their iriuneasurable contribu
tions to the global corrununity 
that have benefited so many." 

Georgia Pollak, vice 
president for Communications 
and Public Affairs at YU, de
scribed the university's response 
to the boycott. "President Joel 

Continued on page 17 

YU is currently estab
lishing a new Israel studies de
partment, an initiative spearhead
ed by Dr. Steven Fine, professor 
of Jewish history at Yeshiva Col
lege. Fine envisions the YU Cen
ter for Israel Studies (YUCIS) as 
a department comparable to other 

By Laura Shuman 

This summer, eight stu
dents from Stern and Ye~hiva 
College took part in Counterpoint 
Israel, a program organized for 
the second year by the Center for 
the Jewish Future (CJF). Though 
the participants worked at a camp 

YUCIS will draw from 
many disciplines, featuring 
courses in history, language, lit
erature, politics and economics. 
The program is intended to reflect 
the university's broader efforts to 
bridge the gaps between its de-

for Israeli teenagers only during 
the month of July, the effects of 
the program promise to extend far 
beyond the summer. 

One of the aspects of 
Counterpoint Israel that made it 
unique was the vast amount of 
time spent on preparation. "There 
was more beforeha~d, . more af-

... ,N~lln:t'l ,~,. 
TWENTY-TIIIRD ANNUAL 

Plans for YUCIS have 
been in formation throughout the 
past year. In his proposal for the 
program, Dr. Fine described the 

Continued on page 17 

ter, and more during," explained 
past participant and current camp 
Director Zvi Friedman (YC '07) 
about the sometimes daunting 
workload. "A lot of the program 
had to do with planning, which 

Continued on page 17 
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ARTS & CULTURE 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: A Book Review 

By Olivia Wiznitzer 

(Disclaimer: This article 
contains major spoilers. Please do 
not read it if you have not yet read 
the book.) 

"Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows" suffers from 
an identity crisis, unable to de
cide between being a decisive 
and climactic ending to the series 
or a mad, frenzied dash through 
the first six books in an attempt 
to tie up loose ends. Readers may 
feel like they have been exposed 
to a hallucinogen, so sudden and 
divided are the images, so con
fusing the supposedly riveting ac-

tion, and so clunky the wonderful 
and glorious exposition. 

The ill-natured Volde
mort is at once cast as the most 
brilliant wizard in the world (save 
for the illustrious Dumbledore) 
and the most foolish man on the 
planet. Contradictions abound 
as this delightfully problematic 
book embarks upon the story of 
Harry's last and final quest-to 
destroy the Horcruxes, sundered 
pieces of Lord Voldemort's soul. 

Harry is nothing if not 
his usual conflicted, angst-ridden 
self. Brooding and melancholy 
as per typical hero requirements, 
J .K. Row ling, in what she surely 
sees as a master stroke of literary 

brilliance, makes sure his world 
comes crashing down on him. 
Even his hero is not left intact, 
for Harry must choose between 
his blissfully na1ve understanding 
of Dumbledore and the darker, 
flawed version offered by news
paper reporter Rita Skeeter. An
gry at being forced to choose, 
Harry vows that he desires the 
truth, that last and most elusive of 
man's desires. 

Having been sworn 
to secrecy by the now late Pro
fessor Dumbledore, Harry and 
his friends wander through the 
woods in an attempt to secure the 
remaining Horcruxes and destroy 
them. Unfortunately, they have 

"Triumph" for Owens is a Triumph for Schaap 
By Avigail Soloveichik 

The world is filled with 
sports fanatics and history enthu
siasts. In the excitement of World 
Series games and record-break
ing runs, one can easily forget 
that sport, like all things, is kin to 
history and inextricable from its 
lens. 

An athlete is magnificent 
in comparison to those who pre
cede him, and he remains an icon 
to those who follow him. Jeremy 
Schaap's work of nonfiction, "Tri
umph: The Untold Story of Jesse 
Owens and Hitler's Olympics," is 
part athletic novel and part histor
ical tale. In it, Schaap describes 
Owens's achievemepts as sport 
and as an element of the domestic 
and international world in the mid 
1930s. 

Anyone with an affinity 
for running will be partial to the 
chapters that deal with Owen(s 
training as a sprinter. Schaap re-

cords the races in detail- the inju
ry that spurred Owens to run even 
faster, and the tenths of a second 
that made the difference between 
defeat and a world-record win. 
Newspapers loved Owens; re
porters constantly searched for 
new words to describe the beauty 
of his runnipg form. He was of
ten compared to a horse, and later 
in life he even raced horses, spot
ting them several yards. Schaap's 
detailed account of Owens's com
petitive racing life is more than 
enough to keep a running fan 
happy. 

Despite the running mi
nutiae, the characters and person
alities quickly ·develop: Owens, 
his coaches, his friends, his rivals, 
and the journalists who describe 
them. The reader senses the dif
ference in the bearings and per
sonalities of Eulace Peacock and 
Ralph Metcalfe, both African 
Americans like Owens; Marty 
Glickman, a Jew; and Luz Long, 

a German broad-jumper-all op
·ponents and friends of Jesse Ow-
ens. 

When Schaap recounts 
descriptions written about these 
competitors and their Olympic 
exploits, he includes the faces 
behind the· words: AI Laney 
of the Herald Tribune, Henry 
McLemore, Paul Gallico, and 
Gayle Talbot of the Associated 
Press, Westbrook Pegler and John 
IGeran of the New York Tunes, 
Grantland Rice, and others. Sev
eral of these journalists reappear 
throughout the novel, so instead 
of presenting words penned by 
nameless figures, the writers as
sume personalities of their own. 

The reader gravitates to
ward one or another for his brava
do or simplicity, and for his stance 
on political controversies of the 
time, such as whether to boycott 

Continued on page 15 

no idea what they are doing and 
are aided only by the mysterious 
gifts left to them in Dumbledore's 
will. This leads to conflict and a 
tearfully important leave-taking 
by best friend and constant side
kick Ron Weasley. 

Love interest Hermione 
Graiij.ger spends several nights 
sobbing as Harry continues being 
his moody and disinterested self. 
Happily, J .K. Rowling is able to 
work in the theme of constant 

friendship by having Ron appear 
in the nick of time to save Harry's 
neck. This, in addition to various 
instances throughout the work 
where Hermione looks at Ron in 
great awe as be comes up with 
something rather clever, is a not
so-subtle attempt on Rowling's 
part to recreate Ron's image and 
make him worthier of Hermione's 
brilliance. 

Continued on page 15 

·Chana Rothman: Living in 
Six-Part Harmony 

By Tikva Hecht 

If Amanda Marshall, 
Lauren Hill, Bob fJarley, and 
Sblomo Carlebach na ared a 
love child, they might have e 
up with a nice Jewish girl by the 
name of Chana Rothman. "We 
Can Rise" is the latest CD from 
this up-and-coming singer and 
songwriter. Rothman's music is 
an amalgam of traditions-the 
self expression of folk music, 
the prayers of Judaism, and the 
classic emergy of hip-hop-aU 
brought together in one clear and 
encouraging voice. 

Rothman's eclectic mu-

sical taste finds its roots in her 
equally diverse upbringing. She 
is classically trained, but her web
site attributes her source of inspi
ration to "living in the mountains, 
growing up outside the main
stream, and song-leading with 
lively kids from Kathmandu to 
the Lower East Side." Her music, 
rather than symbolizing a specific 
genre or community, is about rep
resenting herself. 

She sings about her be
liefs, her loves, and her desires, 
which are all influenced by the 
cultural wisdom and tools the 
world has provided for her. Al
though Rothman sings about her
self, her music is for something 

arger"than herself. 
' think all Jews- but 

young Jews · n particular, since 
I am also a te her and youth 
worker-deserve sh, original, 
thoughtful music that fi~cts our 
changing world. To use ':J wish 
values, text, and concepts a a 
base for exploring the challenges 

Continued on page 15 

Garbage Cans, Bamboo, Trailer Trucks, and Macbeth 

By Olivia Wiznitzer 

I walk through a bower 
of light-studded greenery, pass
ing through the shade to the open 
arena on the other side. On a large 

slab of black concrete, actors de
claim their lines, their movements 
passionate and masterful. Their 
set is extremely limited and lacks 
color; it is clear that the director 
prefers utility to vibrant hues. 

A rough wooden set of 
stairs has been moved against one 
side of the stage, propped against 
a building that looks to be cov
ered in bamboo-shaped pieces of 
black chrome. The backs of what 
seem to be three trailer trucks are 
visible, large rectangular areas of 
space covered in odd numbers and 
letters that suggest serial codes. 

There are a group of rub
ber tire mats piled together in a 
kind of circle, leaving a space for 
what appears to be a small pool 
of water at their center. The black 
concrete is littered with twigs and 
assorted odds and ends; it is dusty 
in some places and dirty in oth
ers. 

The actors' garb is not 
impressive. Their costumes are 
detailed but drab, the colors 
washed-out, subdued and calm. 
But it is obvious to all that their 
rendition of "Macbeth" is a mas
terpiece. 

London's Regent's Park 
boasts the tremendously innova
tive and original Open-Air The
atre, home to productions that 
are staged entirely beneath the 
open sky. There is no protection 
or roof for the actors or the audi
ence; instead, members commit 
to the production and its intrinsic 
beauty and determine that they 
will risk the possibility of inclem
ent weather (in which case there 

are no refunds, but only vouchers 
offered so that purchasers may at
tend another production at a later 
date) in order to see this particular 
play. Tonight is beautiful, howev
er; the weather could not be more 
cooperative. 

The last rays of the sun 
fade into dusk; the evening passes 
away and we are protected by a 
star-studded sky. But our attention 
is held by those who move about 
the stage, their strong and per
suasive speeches, their immense 
and impossible agility. The actors 
seem a blend of human and fairy; 

Continuetj. on page 15 
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SCIENCE & HEALTH 
Med Students Merit 

Full Scholarships 

By Miriam Merzel 

This year, nine SCW 
alumnae will attend the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine 
(AECOM) as Anne Scheiber 
Scholars, a number unprecedent
ed during the six years the schol
arship has been distributed. 

Thanks to the generosity 
of Anne Scheiber, Stem alumnae 
continuing their graduate studies 
at the Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine (AECOM) are afford-

ed the opportunity to attend the 
medical school virtually free of 
charge. Upon her death in 1995, 
Scheiber bequeathed $22 million 
to the university, to be specifical
ly allocated to a scholarship fund 
for women pursuing careers in 
science. 

"I believe it is a reflec
tion of the quality of our students 
and of the education they have 

Continued on page 14 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
Expanded 

By Nili Seleski 

A new Master's degree 
in Public Health (MPH) will soon 
be available on the graduate and 
post-graduate levels of Yeshiva 
University, and a center for pub
lic health, called the Institute for 
Public Health Sciences, is also 
being established. 

Beginning in May 2008, 
the MPH program will be open 
for enrollment. For those interest
ed in only obtaining the Master's 
degree exclusively, a two-year 
program is available. However, 
for those who want to earn their 
MPH while simultaneously fin
ishing graduate studies in the Al
bert Einstein College of Medicine 
(AECOM), Ferkauf School of 
Psychology, Benjamin N. Cardo
zo School of Law, or Wurzweiler 
School of Social Work, an ad
junct to their regular studies will 
be established. Additionally, the 
program will also accommodate 
postgraduates working in any of 
the medical institutions affiliated 
with AECOM, such as Jacobi, 
Montefiore, and Beth Israel medi
cal centers. 

This multi-disciplinary 
program will train its students in 
specific techniques, such as epi-

demiology, biostatistics, health 
services and administration, en
vironmental sciences, and be
havioral and social dimensions 
of public health. Additionally, it 
will provide them with valuable 
knowledge that allows them to 
integrate public health into their 
prospective careers and current 
training. The new program will 
help train better doctors, lawyers, 
psychologists, and social work
ers, in addition to a slew of pro
fessionals working to improve the 
health of the community at large. 

"The institute will enable 
us to better resolve health care 
dilemmas at home and abroad," 
commented Dr. Sonia Suchday, 
co-director of the Institute and 
MPH program in "YU Today." 
The MPH program will also fo
cus specifically on the manage
ment of chronic and life-threat
ening diseases within New York 
City and the Bronx, concentrating · 
on illnesses such as heart disease, 
cancer, and multiple sclerosis. 

Under the leadership of 
Suchday and Paul Marantz, MD, 
the Institute for Public Health 
Sciences will focus on fulfilling 

Continued on page 14 

_Losing Sleep Adds Pounds 

By Chanie Ladaew 

Sleep and sleep disrup
tion influence our weight by af
fecting certain hormones. Pro
duction of both leptin and ghrelin, 
hormones that influence our ap
petites, may be affected by how 
much or how little we sleep we 
get each night. 

Leptin and ghrelin con
trol our feelings of hunger and sa
tiety. Ghrelin, which is produced 
in the gastrointestinal tract, stim
ulates appetite. On the other hand, 

leptin is produced in fat cells and 
signals the brain when you are sa
tiated. When an individual does 
not get enough sleep, leptin lev
els are driven down, which means 
you do not feel full after you eat. 
Lack of sleep also causes ghrelin 
levels to rise, which means that 
you desire more food because 
your appetite is stimulated. These 
two combined effects set the 
stage for overeating, which leads 
to weight gain. 

Both leptin and ghrelin 
hormones were recently studied 

at the University of Chicago in 
Dlinois. During the study, doc
tors measured levels of leptin and 
ghrelin in 12 healthy men. They 
also took note of their hunger and 
appetite levels. Soon after, the 
men were subjected to two days 
of sleep deprivation, followed by 
two days of extended sleep. Dur
ing this time, doctors continued 
to monitor hormone levels, ap
petite, and activity. The research-

Continued on page 14 

Students Make Strides 
with AECOM Research. 

By Abby Atlas 

Each summer, the Al
bert Einstein College of Medicine 
(AECOM) hosts the Summer Un
dergraduate Research Program 
(SURP), inviting 50 undergradu
ates from around the country to 
join the biomedical laboratories 
for nine weeks. 

The program is designed 
to "generate excitement and en
thusiasm both for Einstein and 
biomedical research careers," 
stated Barry Potvin, PhD, pro
fessor of biology at Yeshiva Col
lege (YC) and chairperson of the 
Roth Summer Research Fellow
ship Committee. The students of 
Stem College for Women (SCW) 
and YC are always strongly rep
resented among the participants, 
and this year was no exception, as 

12 YU students took part in this 
unique research experience. 

Following a competitive 
application process and interview, 
five sew students were accepted 
to the Roth Scholars Program, 
sponsored by the Ernst and Hed
wig Roth Institute of Biomedical 
Sciences. Additionally, one wom
an was awarded the University 

Undergraduate Research Schol
arship, an internship initiated by 
Dr. Morton Lowengrub through 
the Office of the Vice President 
for Academic Affairs. Another 
student received funding from the 
Stem Einstein Research Connec-

Continued on page 14 

An Experiment in De-stressing 

By Shana Maikhor 

We are all constantly do
ing things to manage our stress. 
The "we" physicians refer to, are 
not those people who eat fruits 
and vegetables, exercise regular
ly, and log eight hours of sleep a 
night. They are talking about the 
45 percent of Americans who, ac
cording to an American Psycho
logical Association (APA) survey, 
deal with stress by retiring to the 
couch with a glass of wine, a bag 
of chips, and take-out food. We 
need to snap out of this. Stress is 
lea:wng us exhausted, tearful, and 

nervous. It also makes us more 
likely to struggle with high blood 
pressure, depression, anxiety, and 
overeating. So what should we 
do? Here are some strategies that 
will help keep your stress at bay 
without tiring you out. 

Old stress-buster: After 
a harried day at work or school, 
you come home and start eating 
French bread until you are in a 
carb-induced coma. We tend to 
crave foods rich in carbohydrates 
because they trigger the neu
rotransmitter serotonin. Serotonin 
is critical to many brain functions 
including the regulation of mood, 

heart rate, sleep, relaxation of the 
body, appetite, and pain. As a re
sult, it is extremely important that 
neurons release the proper amount 
of serotonin at the right time. 
Each neuron of serotonin has 
multiple axon terminals which re
lease serotonin to the rest of the 
brain. The exchange of serotonin 
from cell to cell occurs in the gap 
between the axon terminal of the 
serotonin neuron and the den
drites. This region is called the 
synapse. After the serotonin is re-

Continued on page 17 
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FASHION Industry 
Insider 

>:>Ill• 

"You're Wearing That?" 
Musings on Fashion and Friendship 

By Chana Filler 

It was pouring rain and 
I found myself sopping wet. I 
sent a text me~sirge lamenting 
the demise of my_ favorite pair 
of Repetto flats to my most em
pathetic friend, who responded 
to the news with sheer indigna
tion. It was then that it suddenly 
occurred to me that our mutual 
appreciation of footwear had in 
some strange way strengthened 
our relationship. · 

I am not presumptuous 
enough to think that musings on 
the topic of fashion are enough to 
sustain meaningful friendships. 

· However,. there is no doubt that 
fashion plays a role in our daily 
lives and thereby makes its way 
into our interactions. From the 
clothes we don in the morning tak
en from our roommate's closet, to 
the bouts of retail therapy shared 
with friends, fashion has found its 
place in our social realm. 

Additionally, our social 
alliances can often be discemed 
by what we wear. Bohemian 
looks are characteristic of hippie 
types, while oxfords, pleats, and 
pearls are ubiquitous amongst 
prepsters. Yet attire should not 
serve as a mode of divisiveness. 
To the contrary-while we may 
be inclined to remain within a 
certain social group, we should 
be willing and eager to appreciate 
the flair in others. 

While it is indeed rea
sonable to assume that the no
tion of "birds of a feather flock 

together" relates to those of us 
with similar aesthetics, it would 
be a major faux pas to adhere en
tirely to this instinct. We need to 
spread our wings and see beyond 
the feathers, whatever color they 
may be. Whether you possess a 
penchant for pleats and pearls or 
prefer jeans and t-shirts, it's time 
to consider broadening the fabric 
of that social design. 

Although it may be dif
ficult for some to branch out from 
their conventional milieu, a shared 
affinity for fashion is something 
we can all discuss. Fashion is an 
art form and a unique mode of 
expression. It provides endless 
fodder for conversation, and de
spite its ostensible superficiality, 
it has the power to create a certain 
camaraderie and initial common 
ground. 

It's time to open up, defy 
the labels, and sew a fresh pattern; 
diversify our fashion and friend
ship portfolios and iry something 
new on for size. I challenge 
you to step outside your comfort 
zones for a New York minute and 
approach those who may inspire a 
new style within you. 

Trends come and go but 
friendship transcends the ephem
eral nature of fashion. To borrow 
a quote from Emerson, "The only 
way to have a friend is to be one." 
So compliment her shoes in the 
elevator or tell him that you like 
his tie; it may be the beginning of 
a beautiful friendship. 

TREND SPOTTER: 
Top Five Trends for Fall 

By Efrat 9krent 

Say Hello To YELLOW! 
This season, the cheery hue is making its fashion debut. To get the 
look, super stylish fashionistas must remember to keep it simple, as too 
much yellow can come across as shocking. A daffodil colored clutch 
or sunny pair of shoes can be just the thing to brighten up your outfit. 
Bearing in mind that simplicity is key, refrain from pairing this shade 
with other pril\lary colors. Celebrity Rachel Bilson has said of the col
or: "It's really cute worn with patterns with hints of yellow in it." It 
seems those subtle hints of yellow are just the touch you need to keep 

your fall get-up looking fresh, fiirty, and fashion forward! 

Cinched Waistlines. 
We all wish we had Victoria Beckham's flawless body, but have no 
fear, wearing a high-waisted pencil skirt can create a super sleek and 
flattering look. When worn correctly, this cute number creates the il
lusion of fabulously long legs! Try a frilly blouse tucked into a hiah
waisted pencil skirt. A funky belt often adds a touch of edginess to fuis 
conservative look. With this outfit, you're bound to look sophisticated 

and chic. 

Chunky Heels. 
It's time to ditch those kitten heels, 'cause height is what it's all about 
this fall. With hemiines reaching new altitudes, it is only appropriate 
that heels follow suit. Inspired by British bombshells Kate Moss and 
Sienna Miller, you can achieve this gravity defying style by pairing the 
leggy look with cropped jackets and opaque tights. Remember, to look 
"London chic" there is no need to cross the pond. Keep it sleek and 
your chunky platforms are sure to bring some bounce into your step! 

The 70's are back! With flowery frocks, that is. 
After all the black that went down the runway last season, these playful 
patterns are refreshing bursts of color just in time for the start of the 
school year. Unlike the little black dress, the floral frock needs few, if 
any, accessories. The fun prints are accessories in their own right. To 
~et the look, simply slap one on! The key here is balance. Try pair
mg the frock of your choice with heels or flats in a solid color. Black 
usually works, although a solid metallic color often complements and 
amplifies the brightly colored shades. Ashort shift dress with gold or 

copper flats is perfect for fall. 

Hats, Hats, and More Hats 
Hats should be a staple in any gal's wardrobe this season. In particular, 
Fedoras seem to be on everyone's mind-not to mention heads! To get 
the look, try a Fedora in a contrasting color, but with a coordinating 
trim or. ribbon to pull your outfit together. The Fedora is classy with 
a hint of attitude so it's a great way to integrate the rock n' roll chic 
floating around the runway into your wardrobe. Mary-Kate Olsen is a 
particular fan ·of the style and is seen sporting Fedoras with almost all 

of her ensembles. 

By Erin Delmoor 

This summer I had the 
privilege of interning at a vintage 
fashion showroom. This isn't your 
typical showroom; it's a show
room for inspiration. The fashion 
industry is continuously changing 
and with an overload of competi
tion, there is a lot of pressure to 
be creative and produce original 
designs. Oftentimes it can be 
an arduous task for a designer to 
conceive of an entire collection. 
Therefore, top designers come 
to our showroom to glean insight 
and gamer ideas about how to en
hance their own collections. 

For-example, let's say a 
company wants to create a Victo.: 
rian, beaded, ethnic style, 1950's 
dress for an upcoming season. · 
The designers would call in, relay 
their idea, and set up an appoint
ment. Then, I would run around 
the showroom and rununage 
through all the clothes to find an 
assortment of pieces that fit with 
their theme. The designers came 
in, looked through each item care
fully, and chose a few key pieces 
as the inspiration for their collec
tions. 

The showroom was ex
traordinary, replete with fashions 
from as early as the 1750's, in
cluding bathing suits and shoes, 
as well as vintage jewelry, bead
ings, sculptures, accessories, 
and magazines. 'f4e impressive 
inventory hails from all over the 
world, from markets in India, 
South America and Europe, to 
vintage stores, thrift shops and 
garage sales. Many pieces are 
one-of-a-kind and everything is 
in mint condition. My favorite 
pieces were the cocktail dresses 
from the 1940's and 1950's. 

Since the showroom is 
constantly receiving new ship
ments, the excess pieces that are 
no longer needed are auctioned 
off. There is one woman at the 
showroom whose entire job is 
dedicated to selling (and some
times buying) vintage pieces on
line. Before they are put up for 
sale, each item is photographed. 
Then their measurements are tak
en and a blnrb describing the item 
is written. At times, I .would assist 
with this process. 

On the job, I learned to 
identify which era the garments 
were from, the varying fabrics, 

Continued on page 26 
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The Effects of Sleep Deprivation 

Continued from page 12 

ers found that when sleep was 
restricted, leptin levels decreased, 
while ghrelin levels increased. 
Not surprisingly, the men's appe
tite also increased propmtionally 
to the increase in ghrelin. Their 
desire for high carbohydrate, 
calorie-dense foods increased by 
a whopping 45 percent. 

Furthermore, individu
als who suffer from sleep apnea, 
a sleeping disorder in which an 
individual pauses in breathing 
during sleep, are more likely to 
be obese. However, studies show 
that apnea sufferers do not have 
the usual low leptin levels as; 
sociated with being overweight. 
In fact, they have high levels of 
leptin. So why does low leptin 
seem to cause weight gain in 

Health Center Created 
Continued from page 12 

two goals. Firstly, the institute 
will gather researchers and edu
cators from across the university. 
Faculty and staff will have the 
opportunity to examine areas of 
common interest and try to create 
collaborations of innovative re
search and educational programs, 
within the university community 
and outside as well. 

The institute will also 
sponsor conferences and semi
nars about public health. The in
augural seminar will be launched 
on September 20 at the Schotten
stein Cultural Center on the Beren 
Campus. Entitled "A Whirlwind 
Tour of Diversity and Dispar
ity," it will address the realities 
of health problems related to di
versity and also discuss whether 
disparity is an inevitable result of 
diversity. The conference will in
clu~e speecbes by experts in the 

field who have spent their careers 
researching health issues among 
groups which differ in terms of 
their ethnic backgrounds, socio
economic statuses, and geograph
ic locations. 

Lecturers will come 
from many different universities, 
as the seminar includes research
ers from outside the YU commu
nity as well. Those taking part in 
the workshop will be able to in
teract with these experts and gain 
from their knowledge and experi
ence. 

The advent of the MPH 
program and the Institute for 
Public Health will present new 
research opportunities for un
dergraduates interested in public 
health or preventative medicine. 
However, students who are not 
pursuing health-related .careers 
will still stand to benefit by at
tending institute-sponsored semi
nars publicizing the importance 
of public health awareness. 

some individuals while allowing 
others to lose weight? 

One theory suggests 
that it may not be the level of 
leptin that matters, as much as a 
person's individual response to it. 
In much the same way that obese 
people can become resistant to 
insulin, those with apnea may 
be resistant to the fullness signal 
that leptin sends to the brain. This 
means that their body tells them 
to stop eating, but their brain does 
not receive the information. 

In addition, the overall 
response to leptin may be more 
individualized than we think. Ex
perts theorize that our environ
ment, dietary habits, exercise pat
terns, personal stress levels, and 
particularly our genetics, may all 
play a part in influencing the pro
duction of leptin and ghrelin, as 
well as our response to them. 

Most experts agree that 
if you are dieting, logging in a 
few extra hours of sleep a week 
is not a bad idea, especially if 
you get under six hours of sleep 
a night. You may discover that 
·you are not as hungry or that you 
have lessened your craving for 
sugary, calorie-dense foods. Once 
a person is not as tired, they do 
not depend on sweet foods and 
high-carbohydrate snacks to keep 
them awake, and that automati
cally translates into eating fewer 
calories a day. 
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Summer Research Opportunities 

Continued from page 12 

tion (SERC), a new scholarship 
created by sew alu~ae now 
studying in AECOM. These three 
scholarships provided the YU 
SURP participants with stipends 
and on-campus housing. 

Once accepted to SURP, 
each student was placed at a spe
cific laboratory, depe_nding on 
their area of interest. Under the 
guidance of a mentor, usually a 
post-doctoral or graduate student, 
he or she learned the fundamen
tals of hypothesis-driven research 
and the various techniques em
ployed by that laboratory. The 
student was given a specific proj
ect designed for two months of 
research. 

At the conclusion of the 
summer, the SURP students pre
sented their research to an open 
audience. The presentation was 
valuable not only because it al
lowed the students to display 
their research to their peers but 
because, as one sew senior poi
gnantly stated, "presenting my re-

search allowed me to crystallize 
for myself the significance of my 
work and contextualize it within 
the laboratory's larger research 
initiatives." 

Nilly Brodt (SCW '08), 
a Montreal native majoring in 
biology, was one of the seven 
Stern students in SURP this sum
mer. Under the guidance of Tom 
Meier, PhD in the Department of 
Anatomy and Structural Biology, 
she, together with the other lab 
members, researched a mysteri
ous organelle found only in the 
human uterine endometrial tissue, 
hypothesized to be linked to hu
man fertility. 

"Roth was such a great 
opportunity, and not only because 
of the research," Brodt remarked. 
"I loved meeting students from all 
over the world, and AECOM has 
a really warm and friendly atmo
sphere." 

Scholarships Granted to Med Students 

Another sew senior, 
biochemistry major Chani Schon
brun (SCW '08), also enjoyed the 
research opportunity. "It was an 
eye opening experience which 
taught me a lot about the life of 
a research scientist," she noted. 
"Everyone had a lot to teach 
me and I appreciated having the 
chance to learn it." Continued from page 12 

received at Stern College and of 
their drive to enter a profession 
that will engage both their minds 
and their hearts," said SCW Dean 
Karen Bacon, when asked to 
comment on this year's record 
statistic. 

All SCW graduates ac
cepted at Einstein are eligible to 
apply for the scholarship, which is 
awarded to students of outstand
ing character who demonstrate 
leadership potential, ingenuity, 
creativity, and a desire to help 
humanity. Funds are awarded in 
various amounts, extending even 
to the full cost of tuition, based 
on the financial needs of the stu
dent Given the large size of the 
endowment and its resulting abil
ity to subsidize all students who 
qualify, all sew alumnae cur
rently attending AECOM are re
cipients of the scholarship. 

Current AECOM stu
. ~ dents reflected on the scholarship 

and on their experiences at the 
medical school itself. 

"I'm getting a good edu
cation in a good environment," 
said Shani Snyder (SCW '06, AE
COM' 1 0). "It is an amazing place 
to be at school." She reported that 
most of her fellow students felt 
similarly. Among the benefits she 
enumerated were the school's ac
commodating nature and its abid
ance by a Jewish calendar. 

Tova Fischer (SCW '04, 
AECOM '09) was first intro
duced to AECOM when she spent 
a summer there doing research as 
an undergraduate, an experience 
which influenced her decision 
to later attend the school. "The 
scholarship removes a big bur
den," she said. "It's a relief to be 
able to graduate medical school 
without a lot of debt." 

But for many, the schol
arship was not the primary reason 
for which they chose to attend the 
school. Numerous students have 
spent time · at Einstein through 
summer research experiences and 
other venues, and the scholarship 

only added to an al.ready impres
sive package. 

SCW alumnae at AE
COM made headlines earlier this 
year when two current students, 
Meredith Werss (SCW '03, AE-

. COM '08) and Arielle Glueck 
(SCW '03, AECOM '08) initiated 
the Stern-Einstein Research Con
nection (SERC), a program pro
viding funding for a freshman or 
sophomore to spend her summer 
researching in a lab at the medical 
school. 

"We wanted to show 
our gratitude to Stern in a way 
that would help current Stern stu
dents," Glueck explained. "Get
ting your first job in a lab is dif
ficult, a catch-22, because labs 
want someone with experience. 
Here we help find a lab, provide 
funding, and mentor the intern." 

"We wanted to have a 
mechanism to show our hakarat 
hatov (gratitude)," added Weiss . 

Wendy Hosinking (SCW 
'09) was privileged to patticipate 

in SERC in its inl;lugural year. 
She worked in a lab research
ing cardiovascular disease, its 
prevalence and severity, and the 
proteins involved. "The people in . 
the lab were welcoming, patient, 
understanding, and supportive," 
she said. "Einstein in general is 
a friendly and an open environ
ment to be in. The Stem graduates 
served as great mentors, spending 
time with ine, being available, and 
helping me prepare my poster and 
presentation. My first research 
experience was stimulating and 
rewarding and will be a great 
stepping stone." Hosinking, who 
plans to pursue a career in medi~ 
cine, credited her summer experi
ence with her desire to attend AE
COM for graduate school. 

Dean Bacon also revealed plans 
for a mentoring program aimed at 
fostering relationships between 
current sew undergraduates and 
Anne Scheiber recipients. 

"The students who ulti
mately go into MDIPhD or PhD 
programs and were in the Roth 
program are usually the ones that 
most impress everyone at Ein
stein," said Dr. Potvin. However, 
not only do the students from YC 
and sew gain valuable research 
expelience from the SURP pro
gram, but their contributions to 
their respective laboratories are 
valued as well. "I've received 
nothing but praise for the sew 
and YC students involved in the 
program from both faculty and 
administrators at Einstein," Dr. 
Potvin added. 

Nevertheless, many of 
the SURP participants are not 
headed toward a career in re
search; most of them hope to 
attend medical school. The pro
gram, however, hopes to expose 
these undergraduates to the world 
of graduate level research, en
couraging them to consider pur
suing either a PhD or a joint MD/ 
PhD degree. 
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the Ber lin Olympics and how to 
react to so many African Ameri
cans winning Olympic medals at 
a time when they were mistreated 
in the United States. 

History aficionados 
will espeCially enjoy the chap
ters that aiscuss the dispute in 
America-and particularly in 
the Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU)-over whether to boycott 
the Berlin games. Some people 
feared that Hitler would not give 
German Jews the opportunity 
they deserved to qualify for the 
Olympics. Indeed, the prom
ises German authorities made to 
the contrary were meaningless. 
Journalists covering the Olym
pics noted the welcoming fa~de 
donned by the German establish
ment for the occasion. Some 
Americans also worried that the 
Germans would use the Olympics 
for political advantage, giving 
the impression that America-by 
sending its athletes to the Ber
lin games-supported the Third 
Reich. 

People tried to engage 
Owens in the boycott controver
sy. However, at age 22, Owens 
declined political involvement 
as much as possible. "All I want 
is the chance to run," he told his 
coach Larry Snyder. Running 
and politics-sport and history
might at first seem incongruous, 
but Schaap brings them together 
in a story that will attract anyone's 
interest. 

Continued from page 11 

This touching reconciliation leads 
to a daring attempt to find and 
obliterate a Horcrux stashed in 
Gringotts. The Wizarding Bank 
seems a rather odd place for the 
most brilliant and powerful wiz
ard in the world to store a piece of 
his soul, but we follow the trio as 
they make their dubiously grand 
entrance and succeed in demolish
ing the place (albeit unintention
ally). Rowling once again allows 
her trio to escape unscathed and 
continue on their ambling way. 

Having previously dis
covered the existence of the 
Deathly Hallows, magical objects 
that allow their true- owner im
·mortality, Harry now turns into· 
a glazed-eyed devotee. Torn be
tween following the orders. left 
by Dumbledore, a man whom he 
finds increasingly less· trustwor
thy, and foJlowing his own desire 
to become master of the Haliows, 

Owens on Top 
Jesse Owens, the master 

sprinter, won four gold medals in 
the 1936 Olympics. Adolf Hitler 
became a manic mass murderer 
who riled his country into a world
wide war that killed millions. 
Owens is a hero and a superman, 
not only because of his feats, but 
because he achieved them as a 
member of a mistreated minor
ity, and because he achieved them 
right in front of Hitler's eyes. 

As Schaap describes 
Owens's invalidation of Hitler's 
belief in Aryan supremacy, he 
emphasizes all the right stories, . 
reports, and rumors. He cites 
some accounts that Hitler waved 
at Owens and others that Hit
ler snubbed him. All the while, 
Schaap subtly reminds readers 
that these events occurred only 
a few years before the world ex
ploded in war-a world war that 
some. perhaps foresaw, but. the 
extremity of which no one had 
imagined. 

It is unnerving to read 
about Hitler in the world of sport 
and to study his pre-WWII dis
positionQ Schaap gives readers 
glimpses of Hitler as der Fuhrer 
and as a human, as a man. Hitler 
admits to the woman document
ing the Berlin Olympics, "I have 
no family and I am lonely." One 
wonders how this man, this hu
man being, could go on to per
petrate unthinkable horrors only 
a few years later. The tone of 
the book's latter chapters is omi
nous, as though readers can hear 
the whispers of cruelty that pre
cede the storm 

"Triumph" deals mostly 
with Jesse Owens at the peak of 
his success; the prologue and 
epilogue discuss his life after vic
tory. His life following the Olym
pics was not as prosperous as he 
imagined it would be. Not long 
after the games, several hotels 
refused admittance to Owens and 
his wife because they were Afri
can Americans. Although Owens 
later became more successful, 
wistful sadness lingers with the 
reader-a feeling that Owens de
served much more for his effort 
and his triumph. 

Neal Bascomb writes 
in his book "The Perfect Mile:" 
"Our sporting heroes often· strike 
us as ageless. We remember them 
in their prime, thej.r faces un
blemished, their bodies taut with 
power." This statement is true of 
Owens; he is forever pictured as a 
thoroughbred runner racing down 
the track and as a· winner on the 
medal podium. This is the pedes
tal on which Owens stands in the 
world's view of history. 

Despite its technical de
tails, "Triumph" reads very much 
like a story. It is humorous at 
times, unnerving at others, and 
on the whole, thought-provoking. 
Owens's incredible speed was 
important for both its clocked 
times and its moral implications. 
Schaap writes: "Nothing Jesse 
Owens did at the Olympic sta
dium diminished the horrors to 
come. He saved no lives. How
ever ... while much of the rest of 
the world kowtowed to the Nazis, 
Owens stood up to them at their 
own Olympics." 

Harry Potter Reviewe·d 
Harry must engage in a deep in
ternal struggle. Of course, as this 
is a Row ling book, he chooses the 
side of all that is light and good 
and determines that he must obey 
Dumbledo!e's orders, even from 
beyond the grave. 

But ~here to go next? 
Harry wishes to trust the eerie 
connection between his mind and 
Voldemort's, but cautious Herm
ione urges him to leave that aside 
and follow in the pathways of 
Occlumency, thereby closing his 
mind. Speaking of Occlumency, 
one wonders where the villain 
of the hour, Professor Severus 
Snape, has disapparate<;l to. Are 
we not anxious to discover his 
true loyalties? Is· he dark and 
conflicted or good and kind? But 
Rowling hides him away and 
permits us very limited access 
to him. The only problem is her 
darkly sinister scenes which show 
him standing by as Voldemort 
kills others in front of him. These 

· scenes veer. so far to depict him as 

a cruel murderer that we know he 
has to be good. Otherwise, what 
was the purpose of aU this exposi
tion? 

Since everything would 
be less interesting if Harry were 
ever wrong (or so Rowling seems 
to think), his stubborn insistence 
upon leaving his mind wide open 
to tbe advances of Voldemort 
prove advantageous. He finds that 
he is correct and that the last and 
final stand against Voldemort will 
take place at Hogwarts. Volde
mort is the most powerful and 
threatening wizard in the world 
at the momen~ and yet Beauxba
tons, Durmstrang and the other 
magical wizarding communities 
seem to have been completely 
forgotten. Rowling is far more 
occupied with tying up foose ends 
and killing off characters than 
concerning herself with the intri
cacies of world politics. Indeect, 
she never follows up on the spec
tacularly entertaining visit to the 
Prime Minister of Muggles that 
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Macbeth, 
Out in the Open 

Continued from page 11 

they are creatures of the night 
and we are caught, spellbound by 
their performance and the passion 
they bring to it. 

Macbeth is an intensely 
conflicted man, a character who 
meets the Wyrd Sisters and knows 
them for their true ~elves. Ob
serving that the prophecies they 
made about his companions came 
true, he obsesses over the p_roph
ecy made for him: that he shall 

trl'l~ '~ 1 ~ 

become king. Corrupted by these 
thoughts, he begins a descent 
down a long and slippery slope 
during which he battles himself, 
his ambition, his desire for power, 
and his guilt. Mad visions, horri
fying ghosts, and bloody blades 
all characterize this play, which 
could potentially descend into an 
ugl:}' presentation of gory sensa
tionalism and melodrama. 

But the Open-Air The
atre crew is skillful and subtle; 
they develop their characters 
and bring them to life .. The pur
posefully sparse nature of the set 
forces the actors to demonstrate 
their characters' feelings rather 
than relying upon a gaudy and or
namental stage to tell their story. 
The same is true of their cos
tumes. Though the costumes are 
detailed and of fine material, all 
the colors are subdued. There are 
lilacs and lavenders, pale greens 

takes place in "Harry Potter and 
the Half-Blood Prince." Though 
events are vaguely referenced, 
global politics seem quite unim
portant when there are individu
als· upon whom to focus. 

This is at once Rowl
ing's greatest flaw and greatest 
strength-her penchant for fo-. 
cusing upon her characters to the 
exclusion of ali' else, her d~sire to 
develop and create those charac
ters in a meaningful and necessary 
context. While the major charac
ters certainly develop through
out the book, the work does not 
succeed as the last in the line of 
an attempted epic fantasy. The in
dividuals reach maturity and age 
convincingly; their choices are 
both powerful and moving. 

But Rowling prefers to 
Gonclude her work with a satisfy
ing bang rather than a more dis
t'urbing, subtle, "still small voice" · 

Continued on page 16 

and dark blacks. This is entirely 
necessary, however, because of 
the key desire behind this rendi
tion of "Macbeth": the desire to 
shock. The desire to shock the 
audience into understanding; into 
feeling both disgust and pity, dis
gust for the ugliness of the crime 
and pity for the cruel man Mac
beth has become. 

This is accomplished by 
limiting the show _to one vibrant 
and telling hue: red. Red occurs 
in this play for one of two rea
sons; it is there because a charac
ter has been killed and his mur
derer is most violently coated in 

Continued o~ page 16 

Sounds of 
Harmony 

Continued from page 11 

in our lives can be very powerful. 
And if it's done well, it can be
come univt:rsal," she says. More 
than just a form of entertainment, 
she wants her music to be some
thing which is relevant and mean
ingful to Jews and non-Jews al.ike. 

The first two songs on 
her latest CD, the title track "We 
Can Rise" and "Ana," highlight 
the best music this young artist 
has to offer. Her voice is pow
erful and f\tll. Her excitement 
towards the words and their 
meaning complements the up
beat tempos and lively accom
paniment by an acoustic guitar. 

'Ana' is particularly ef
fective as a modem day prayer 
for a contemporary woman. As 
Rothman's voice rises and falls 
between the English stanzas and 
the Hebrew chorus, the song 
manages to display both the 
strength and the fragility of faith. 
Unfortunately, Rothman is unable 
to maintain this energy through
out the whole CD, and some of 
her songs totter dangerously on 
the border between inspirational 
and p~eachy. But on the w~ole, 
"We Can Rise" does manage to 
be both fun and compelling. It 
is infused with Rothman's dy
namic presence, one that shows 
both promise and determination. 

Produced by C Lanz
bom of "Soulfarm," "We Can 
Rise" will be released on Octo
ber 24 at the Oyhoo Music Fes
tival. Rothman can also be seen 
at Jewzapalooza on September 9. 

( 
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Harry Potter Continued Macbeth 
Continued from page 15 

(Kings I 19:13). Of course, for 
those who prefer a more sophis
ticated style, this bang is hardly 
satisfying. . 

Where does this bang 
occur, this last grand stand? At 
Hogwarts, of course. The spec
tacle should be impressive but 
comes across as foolish. While 
Harry dashes around looking for 
a crown, the last Horcrux, and 
also finds time to poignantly save 
nemesis Malfoy's life out of pity, 
the teachers. arm themselves and 
participate in a ·bizarre caricature 
of a war, complete with Professor 
McGonagall yelling "CHARGE!" 
and the destruction of priceless 
pieces of art. It is quite difficult to 
take this war seriously. 
' There are no last stands, 
no strong parting words, noth
ing that makes it seem real, that 
makes the deaths seem power
ful. Instead, it is one long melee, 
complete with sound effects and 
a lot of shouting. This lessens the 
impact and makes the entire war 
seem rather ridiculous. 
The ending, however, incorpo
rates a mystical un"derstanding 
of the power of self-sacrifice and 
love. Harry is required to sacrifice 
himself for the good of the whole; 
he must accept death and walk 
willingly into death, for he is the 
last and final Horcrux. He accepts 
his fate and walks to it in a chill
ing, beautiful scene, but the kill
ing cuise cast by Voldemort does 
not work. 

Harry finds himself in 
limbo, in a place that is of his 
own imagination, and engages 
in a powerful conversation with 
Professor Dumbledore, his men
tor. Dumbledore explains that be 
is flawed and Harry is granted his 
truth. Dumbledore is a far more 
beautiful character due to his ad
mission that he craved power and 
that he denied himself this power 
because he knew that he would 
fail were he truly tempted. 
Since Harry willingly accepts 
the prospect of his death, he does 
not die. Instead he returns and 
succeeds in killing the fearsome 
Voldemort, but not before cau
tioning him to try -for some re
morse, as that would reform his 
splintered soul. 

Remorse is a power
ful idea in Rowling:s book; she 
hints that it is Snape's remorse 
for having been the spy whose ac
tions indirectly caused the death 
of Lily Po~ter, love of his life, 
that enabled him to kill Dumb-

· ledore upon Dumbledore's orders 
without severing or splintering 
his own soul. Snape, in the end, 
is a redeemed character, a hero 
through and through, a man who 
could not be called coward for a 
moment. Everything he did, he 
did for love, out of the love he felt 
for Lily Potter. We finally under
stand why Hanj's eyes, so like 
his mother's, are so important. 

Ro~ling's book is a 
success in that she beautifully 
elaborates upon the themes of 
love, sacrifice, acceptance, and 
death.· She does this by focusing 
more upon the individual char
acters than the political structure 
of the world she has created, but 
this is understandable and even 
forgivable. Although the action 
is clunky and the references to 
former books overdone, the end 
result is quite lovely. While Harry 
may never equal the grand Frodo 

. Baggins, the weary Taran Wan
derer, or the compelling Will Par
ry, he is sure to dance across the 
minds of many and lead them to 
the grand and welcoming vistas 
of literature and fantasy. 
Rowling has done a wondrous 
and magnificent thing in penning 
her series; her books have fasci
nated children all over the world 
and encouraged them to use their 
minds. She has helped to perpetu
ate a love of reading and the cou
rageous advance into the realm of 
the imagination-and for that, if 
for no other reason, she can and 
should be respected. 

Continued from page 15 

the resulting gore, or because it is 
a symbol of power, a red carpet 
rolled on the floor upon which the 
future King Macbeth treads. Red 
is dynamic, dramatic against the 
paleness of the purples and greens, 
the stark whites and blacks. Red 
stands out and tells a story; it is 
there in order to disturb. 

The Open-Air Theatre 
Crew uses their environment 
to great effect. There is noth
ing more eerie than witnessing 
weird and shocking ceremonies 
and rites in the darkness beneath 
only the frightening expanse of 
the night sky. The audience is 
part of the darkness, also covered 
and trapped by the dark. We are 
caught in Macbeth's trap; we are 
one with him. We listen to the 
wind rushing through the trees, · 
the sound it makes as it sweeps 
over the green. We hear that 
mournful wailing· and shiver. We 
start in fright as witches appear 
out of nowhere, silent as death, 
hidden under cover of darkness. 
We jump up as two men dart out 
from behind the bushes, running 
forward. to engage in pitched bat
tle. 

The rough and unfin
ished nature of the set adds to the 
mystery. This set is utterly inge
nious because it can be and it is 
used and reused; large trash cans 
that are repositories of holy wa
ter in one scene suddenly become 
the three witches' cauldrons in 
the next scene. There, fire plays 
a major role as the witches, ut
tering shrieks that are terrible to 
bear, stir up a large and frighten
ing cauldron of flames. Dressed 
in garb that one can only describe 
as appropriate for the more dis-

turbing characters of the "Pirates 
of the Caribbean" (a strange mix 
of rags, ruined finery, white paint
ed faces and a look that must be 
copyrighted to the Tia Dalma), 
these women cavort about, shriek 
and wail., yet still retain the ability 
to be as silent as a mouse, creep
ing down the aisle and scaring au
dience members out of their wits. 
It is their sheer unpredictability 
that frightens, as in the desper
ate dance they do with Macbeth; 
who whirls in time to their spell 
.without realizing that he is being 
compelled to do so. 

The most . powerful 
.scenes of all are those that incor
porate elements of sound, music, 
light, and the nature and oppor
tunity afforded by an outdoor 
theater in addition to the natural 
strength of the actors. Such scenes 
are the highlights of the play; they 
include Banquo's return from the 
dead and Lady Macbeth's descent 
into madness. They are played in 
an honest and terrifying manner, 
and the subtle, understated special 
effects aid the main chara~ters in 
making these scenes particularly 
special. 

Perhaps the greatest 
tribute to the skill and power of 
the actors was the audience's re
sponse that night.· The audience 
was completely and utterly still; 
a crowd of hundreds silenced. 
Not one cell phone rang (and the 
performance was two hours and 
forty-five minutes long!). No
body spoke. A woman who sat 
in front of me was in tears by 
the end of the production. I was 
curious as to whether this was a 
British phenomenon (in contrast 
to American disregard for the re-

quest to turn off cell phones or to 
be silent), so I asked a member of 
the theater crew for his opinion. 
He informed me, "No. It's 'Mac
beth.' If this were 'A Midsum
mer Night's Dream,' the crowd 
would be laughing and frolick
ing and mostly drunk. If it were 
[and be named another play] the 
audience would be clapping and 
singing alorig. But this is 'Mac
beth.' Also, it's being performed 
in a very original way, so there 
are many people in the audience 
tonight who are really here to see 
it; here because they really want 
to see this play." 

By the time the play was 
over, I understood why. 
Next time you're in London, be 
sure to check out the Open-Air 
Theatre at Regent's Park. It will 
be well worth your while. 

The Open Air Theatre is, 
according to their website, "the 
oldest fully professional, perma
nent outdoor theatre in Britain, · 
with one of the largest theatre 
auditoriums in London:'' It is lo
cated in London's spacious and 
beautiful Regent's Park, acces
sible by Tube, bus, car or coach. 
"Macbeth" ran from May 28, 
2007 to its final performance on 
August 16,2007. 
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Israel Studies 
Continued from page 10 

main goal ofYUCIS as "to devel
op an academic program that will 
nurture scholars and leaders who 
can provide insight into Israel's 
history, its culture, and contem
porary regional issues." 

The first official pro
grams run under the auspices of 
YUCIS took place this summer 
in Israel, as part of the YU Israel 
Summer Experience. These in
cluded a field course in archaeol
ogy taught by Dr. Jill Katz and a 
Classical Jewish history course 
taught by Dr. Fine. Although the 
program will star.t off by offering 
only individual classes on Israel 
studies, the staff anticipates that 
the college will eventually incor
porate it into the curriculum as a 
separate subject which students 
can major in. 

The university also plans 
to hire additional staff to teach 
courses in various fields connect
ed to Israel's past, present, and 
future. 

"Israel Studies ·will 
cover all facets of Jewish life in 
Israel, from Biblical times to the 
present, with a commitment to 
study Israel within the context 

of the culture, religion, history, 
and politics of the Middle East, 
Europe, and North America," 
Dr. Fine explained. "The Center 
will integrate traditional areas of 
the curriculum- the natural sci
en~es, the social - sciences, and 
the humanities-with a focus on 
politics, history, anthropology, 
sociology, religion, arts, archae
ology, economics, language, and 
literature." 

Dr. Morton Lowengrub, 
vice president for Academic Af
fairs, predicted that YUCIS will 
play a role in many ofYU's grad
uate schools, including Cardozo, 
Einstein, Wurzweiler, and Azrieli, 
in addition to the undergraduate 
programs. "[YUCIS will act as] 
a e-atalyst for providing courses 
about Israel in all colleges, grad 
and undergrad, and will be a cata
lyst for lectures as well," he said 
optimistically. 

In addition to extending 
the Israel Studies program to all 
branches internally, the university 
also plans to create relationships 
with Israeli institutions abroad. 
There is a possibility that joint 
programs with Hebrew Universi
ty and Bar llan· University may be 

developed in the future. YU will 
also be inviting visiting scholars 
to spend a semester on campus. 

But YUCIS does not 
wish to solely appeal to students 
currently enrolled in the univer
sity. "The program hopes to in
volve alumni and former students 
through academic lectures and 
other academic ventures," com
mented Lowengrub. He stressed 
that even though Dr. Fine is lo
cated on the Wilf campus, he 
[Lowengrub] is committed to 
achieving full implementation of 
the program on the Beren Cam
pus as well. 

The upcoming spring 
semester at YU will be called "Is
rael Studies Semester" in honor 
of the 60th anniversary oflsrael's 
statehood. Dr. Fine disclosed that 
YUCIS will be running sessions 
in the spring with the hope that 
"our students will get involved 
in courses and programs that the 
Center will help to institute and 
promote." 

Counterpoint Israel 
Continued from page 10 

was a skill that we were trying to 
give over." 

The core of the program 
was the summer camp held in 
Yerucham, a small development 
town just south of Be'er Sheva. 
For two and a half weeks, partici
pants ran a day camp for 35 Israe
li teenagers. Every day was filled 
with an informal session which 
focused on different messages of 
self-empowerment, and a differ
ent participant was in charge of 
teaching specific subjects includ
ing body image, career goals, time 

. management. Following these 
sessions, which incorporated in
novative teaching media such as 
movies, art, and acting, campers 
chose from an array of activities 
such as drama, crafts, drawing, 
and sports. Events such as camel 
riding, hikes, and even airplane 
rides were also daily highlights 
for the campers. 

Though"SumrnerCarnp" 
lasted only for the duration of two 
and a half weeks, YU participants 
began preparing the sessions in 
late May, under the guidance of 
Shuki Taylor, the CJF's repre
sentative on YU's Israel campus. 
Before YU participants arrived in 
Israel, they underwent an intense 
training in New York, which in-

eluded studying an overview of 
the complexities of Israel-Dias
pora relations, goal-setting, and 
most importantly, training for cre
ating self-empowerment sessions 
using innovative and imaginative 
methods of informal education. 
The camp was generously funded 
by the Zussman family and par
ticipants worked in partnership 
with the Municipality of Yeru
cham and with Meir Panim, a 
countrywide relief agency, to 
integrate people of different cul
tural, religious, and socio-eco
nomic backgrounds. The camp 
\YaS conducted in English, which 
will help the children gain entry 
into a university, a benefit which 
was important to the parents of. 
the campers. 

The final element of the 
program was a two-day closing 
seminar. During the camp and 
the seminar, participants worked 
closely with Bema'aglei-Tzedek, 
an Israeli organization focused on 
mainstrearning social justice is
sues in the religious world, both 
through action and dialogue. The 
YU participants learned about the 
role of social justice in religious 
texts, and also worked on the de
velopment of follow-up program
ming to bring to the YU campus. 
As a result of these meetings, par
ticipants became more aware of 
pressing issues in Israeli society. 

"I felt really integrated 
into Israeli life and not just a by
stander," remarked Victoria Stone 
(SCW '08). 

Additionally, students 
worked with successful young 
professionals currently making 
large strides in Israeli society 
through the Institute for Creative 
Zionism, an organization whose 
mission is to "seed ground-break
ing initiatives that change the way 
the Jewish people live, think, and 
work." 

One of the main goals of 
Counterpoint Israel was to bridge 
gaps in the Israel-Diaspora rela
tionship. The YU Counterpoint 
students welcomed the addition 
of three Israeli counselors, who 
worked alongside them in Sum
mer Camp, forging connections 
between American and Israeli 
Jewry. 

The Counterpoint Israel 
experience was unparalleled for 
the YU ~tudents." "This program 
really changed me," commented 
Elisheva Rose (SCW '09). "It 
opened my mind up, and it was 
so clear that we would continue 
what we started once we got back 
to America." 

THE OBSERVER 17 

The Science of Stress 
Continued from page 12 

leased into the synapse, it comes 
into contact with receptors on 
the dendrite of another neuron. 
When a molecule of serotonin at
taches to one of these receptors, it 
sends a chemical signal to the cell 
body. 

Based on information 
put together from all the receptors, 
the cell body decides whether or 
not to fire an electrical impulse 
down its own axon. If a certain 
amount of receptor binding oc
curs, the axon will fire, causing 
the release of neurotransmitters 
into the synapses between it and 
other cells. This is how brain 
cells communicate and regulate 
the amount of neurotransmitters 
present at any given time. 

Research has shown that 
the amount of serotonin bound to 
receptors influences your mood. 
When more receptors are active, 
you are happier. However, after 

Solidarity with 
Israel 

Continued from page 10 

signed the petition of the Schol
ars for Peace in the Middle East 
(SPME). More than 10,000 schol
ars frvm. across the political spec
trum from around the world have 
added their names to the statement 
expressing outrage at the Brit
ish university and college vote to 
promote an academic boycott of 
Israel. The President sent a letter 
to all faculty, informing them of 
his action and encouraging them 
to consider signing the SPME 
petition. It is hoped that the huge 
response by the academic com
munity will deter the proposed 
boycott and educate the world as 
to the inappropriateness of such a 
boycott." 

The SPME petition de
clared: "We are academics, schol
ars, researchers and professionals 
of differing religious and political 
perspectives. We all agree that 

. singling out Israelis for an aca
demic boycott is wrong. To show 
our solidarity with our Israeli 
academics in this matter, we, the 
undersigned, hereby declare our
selves to be Israeli academics for 
purposes of any academic boy
cott. We will regard ourselves as 
Israeli academics and decline to 
participate in any activity from 
which Israeli. academics are ex
cluded." Over 100 Nobel Lau
reates and university presidents 
added their signatures to the peti
tion, expressing their support for 
Israeli academia. 

a period of feeling happy and re
laxed, the body starts to regulate 
itself again and you then feel 
calmer and more like your nor
mal self. This is bad, because all 
the anxiety and stress comes back 
and you reach once more for those 
Oreos or that sandwich, starting 
another self-induced coma. 

New solution: Instead of 
stuffing yourself with that loaf of 
bread, take a hot bath or shower 
to relax your muscles and your 
mind. Or, lie down and breathe 
deeply. If you do decide to eat, 
make that decision conscientious
ly. 

Ask yourself: what are 
the consequences and benefits of 
this action? After answering this 
question, "eight out of 10 times 
you'll skip the Oreos," says Uni
versity of Alabama psychology 
professor Beverly Thorn, PhD. 
We should remember the saying: 
"A moment on the lips, a lifetime 
on the hips." 

This is a much better 
solution because it lasts longer 
and you will finally feel truly re
laxed. This is not mentioning the 
fact that it will prevent you from 
packing on a thousand·pounds. 

Old stress-buster: After a 
fight with your friend, roommate, 
or boyfriend, you tum on the TV 
or go on the computer and zone 
out. '.fhis relaxes you by putting 
you in a stupor. That TV trance 
is caused in part by your slowing 
metabolism. Studies have found 
that watching television is more 
effective ar lowering your me
tabolism than sleeping is. 

New solution: To release 
the emotional stress of a fight talk 
to a friend, write in a journal, take 
a brisk walk, or get some other 
kind of exercise. If a mental va
cation is what you are after, pick 
up a book to escape. Once you 
have regrouped, then talk to the 
person you are in a fight with. 
These solutions will not only help 
you relax, but doing the exercise 
will also help you ·kick-start your 
metabolism and bum those extra 
calories! 

So, even though summer 
is over and school has started, do 
not let stress affect you. Try these 
suggestions and I guarantee that, 
you will fee1 like it is still sum
mer! 
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Beit Midrash Donors 
Continued from page 6 

years. I am always ecstatic to see 
the most accomplished, nicest, 
brightest, kindest, chesed-filled 
students·. I get a thrill out of it and 
I feel privileged to support such a 
school. Everybody who loves YU 
and Stem the way we do wants 
the school to grow and flourish 
for the generations of women 
who want such an excellent edu
cation." 

"The Eisenbergs are 
what we call a YU family, since 
three generations have been stu
dents at the various Yeshiva Uni
versity institutions," said Dan 
Forman, executive vice president 
for Institutional Advancement. 
"This gift is an example of their 
special philanthropic connection 
to Stem College." 

Forman explained that 
the Eisenbergs' gift will provide 
for the first of many changes that 
will continue to be implemented 
on the Beren campus. "This sup
port is part of an overall strate
gic plan to advance the physical 
facilities, faculty enhancement, 
and student scholarship support 
that Dean Bacon has spearheaded 
with both other faculty members 
and the Board of Trustees." 

Another initiative in
volving the new Beit Midrash 
has been launched by a group of 
Stem alumnae from the gradu
ating classes of 1958 to 1973. 
Rachel Steinberg Balsam (SCW 
'58) and Judy Rosenberg Feder 

Rackman (SCW '58) are leading 
a campaign to raise funds for a 
memorial paying tribute to their 
beloved teacher, Rabbi Chaim 
Levine, who died at the young 
age of 59. 

During his time at the 
college, Rabbi Levine was cel
ebrated as a premier educator, 
succeeding in improving the 
academic quality of the Jewish 
Studies department as well as in 
serving as a personal mentor to 
his students. As such, Balsam and 
Rackman felt it was most fitting 
to commemorate his influence in 
the SCW Beit Midrash, what is to 
become one of the largest centers 
for women's learning in the Unit
ed States. 

In a letter circulated 
among alumnae, Balsam ex
plained her motives for the proj
ect. "His zeal, his vision, and his 
respect for women as students of 
Torah played an . important part 
in making the college a leader 
in developing women with the 
knowledge and commitment to 
strengthen halakhic Judaism in 
the modem world, as well as as
suming positions of leadership in 
Jewish communal life." 

Balsam said she was 
overwhelmed by the amount of 
money pledged to date and antici
pates that more funds will be do
nated as the letter continues to be 
disseminated. "He went beyond 
the classroom and offered us en
couragement in every aspect of 
our lives," she recalled. 

35th Street Dorm 
Continued from page 6 

first-floor lounges and fitness cen
ter, however, will still be under
going some renovations during 
the school year. 

At full capacity, the build
ing holds 128 residents. Stu
dents placed at 35th Street will 
be divided into four or six person 
suites, each composed of two bed
rooms, a bathroom, a full kitchen, 
and a small living area. From the 
marble floors in the bathrooms 
to the granite countertops in the 
kitchens, hardwood floors in the 
bedrooms, and the royal purple 
and green color schemes, the 35th 
Street dorm promises to be a land
mark of magnificence. The build
ing is also equipped with wireless 
internet connectivity. "They're 
really fabulous," Kraut enthused. 

The new dorm was not listed 
as an option last May, when un
dergraduates registered for hous
ing, due to the uncertainty sur
rounding the facility's completion 
date. However, once Residence 
Life realized that the lion's share 

of construction would be com
pleted by the fall, they reopened 
online applications for one week 
in July. 

Students fo~nate enough to 
have switched their housing pref
erences in time expressed their en
thusiasm at taking up residence in 
a completely new dormitory. "I'm 
really excited about being the first 
to live there, as long as they actu- · 
ally live up to expectations," said 
Tamar Klein (SCW '09). 

Klein's mix of eager antici
pation and nervous. concern was 
shared by fellow student Ronit 
Wilkof (SCW '09). "Well, no 
one's really seen [the dorms] but 
everyone says how pretty and big 
they are, so I'm excited," Wilkof 
said. "I also really like that they 
have a full kitchen because I'm 
not on the meal plan, so this will 
make things a lot easier." While 
she is happy about the upscale ac
commodat~ons, Wilkof is "frus
trated because they're still going 
to have security. I thought they 
were going to be more like Wind
sor with real apartments and more 
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Conversing with Dean Ginzberg 

Continued from page 6 

ness school in gener!ll? 

I have two main agen
das: developing the undergradu
ate program and an opportunity 
to establish graduate programs. 

We are already in the 
works of establishing a fifth year 
accounting program in order to 
increase the numbers of hours 
in the classroom. Forty eight of 
52 states are raising the number 
of hours of education that an ac
countant needs before they can be 
licensed. In New York State, this 
takes effect in two years. I believe 
the rule is that no one who has not 
completed 150 hours can take the 
CPA examination after August 
2009. 

Beyond that, I am look
ing to develop an executive MBA 
program that would differ from all 
other MBA programs in the coun
try. Given the nature of Yeshiva 
University, we will find a way to 
create a unique program. On the 
most practical level, it would be 
different in that it will not meet 
on Saturday and instead will be 
coordinated to meet on Sunday. 
Of course this . will fulfill a need 
in the Jewish community. 

In addition, I am looking 
towards another type of program 
that we have been discussing with 
the CJF. The program is meant to 
help Rabbis develop the manage
ment skills and knowledge needed 
to successfully manage a shul. It 
will include issues of leadership, 

privacy." 
Next year, students will be 

able to render more educated 
decisions before selecting their 

strategic planning, developing 
effective relationships between 
clergy and lay leadership. We 
will see what develops. 

What are the difficulties in 
adapting to the needs of an in· 
stitution with a dual curricu
lum? 

The difficulty of the dual cur
riculum is that there are only 168 
hours in the week. This makes it 
difficult to pursue more than one 
rigorous business major. Howev
er, this is something we can work 
with. We. will find a way that 
works to strengthen the business 
curriculum without harming the 
Judaic studies. 

What kind of programs do you 
hope to implement to enhance a 
business student's education at 
Yeshiva? 

Most students ofYeshiva 
University have spent time in Is
rael, which is a great opportunity 
in and of itself. But besides that, 
they do not have the opportunity 
to spend time in other parts of the 
world. I myself have just returned 
from my third visit fo China in the 
last two years. Not understanding 
what is happening in China puts 
a business student at a significant 
disadvantage. I am convinced 
that we will be able to find kosher 
food there. It is a great education
al experience and I hope to find a 
way to provide these types of op
portunities for our students. 

housing. Kraut however, predicts 
that "once people realize what 
a gem has become available to 
them, [admission into the 35th 

Did you know that the enroll
ment of business students on the 
Beren campus has increased in 
comparison with the enrollment . 
of male students at SSSB? 

I was not aware that 
enrollment at the Beren campus 
was increasing this fall, but that 
is great. The potential for women 
in the business world is nearly 
endless. Across the spectrum, 
women are playing key leader
ship roles-in accounting, mar
keting, information systems, etc. 
The Sy Syms School should be, 
and will be, contributing gradu
ates to these leadership positions. 

Have you made any arrange
ments to meet with Sy Syms 
students? 

In my previous position 
at the University of Delaware, I 
met with the undergraduates as a 
whole about two or three times a 
year at an event where both stu
dents and faculty would get to
gether to discuss possible changes 
and recommendations. I also met 
with the student advisory boards 
in more focused meetings. We 
will see what works at Yeshiva 
for-both formal and informal stu
dent meetings. 

I have offices at both 
campuses and I would love to 
hear from any students who have 
issues concerning their require
ments. I want to know what is 
going on in their minds and they 
should feel free to get in touch 
with me. 

Street dorm] will become much 
more competitive." 
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YU Connects Campus Singles Surge 
Continued from front page 

The resulting solution 
was YU eonnect-2, which will 
employ a two-pronged approach 
to enable interested singles to 
meet prospective spouses. Rabbi 
Yosef Kalinsky, graduate of the 
kollel elyon of RIETS, and social 
work~r Dr. Efrat Sobolofsky will 
be at the helm of this venture. 

The first venue for inter
action will be a variety of singles 
events. "These are not just ran
dom singles events, but they're 
really going to be to reach out 
to all constituencies of the YU 
community," confinned Rabbi 
Brander. The activities include 
more structured settings, such 
as shiurim given by YU Roshei 
Yeshiva, as well as more relaxed 
activities such as bowling or min
iature golf. "There will be a pleth
ora of different activities," Rabbi 
Brander added. 

Additionally, theeJFhas 
spent the past few months training 
approximately 30 dating mentors: 
young, married men and women 
who will organize programming 
and meet with singles one-on
one. The mentors worked with 
Sobolofsky and mental health 
professionals Rosie Einhorn, and 
Sherry Zimmerman, founders of 
the Sasson V'Simcha dating and 
marriage organization, to gain 
tools for teaching others how to 
build healthy relationships. 

As part of YU Connect-
2 's effort to appeal to different fac
ets of the greater YU population, 
the dating mentors were chosen 
from various neighborhoods in 
the NY region, including the Five 
Towns, the Upper West Side, and 
Queens. The goal is to have dif
ferent types of mentors who will 
be best suited to meet the needs of 
the religiously diverse YU com
mun~ty. 

Rabbi Brander termed 
the dating mentors "connectors," 
people who will meet with both 
current students and alumni, and 
due to their professional train
ing, will be better equipped to 
facilitate successful meetings 
between singles. "[The mentors] 
have reached out to be involved 
in this," pointed out Rabbi Brand
er. Students and alumni will be 
able to approach dating mentors 
in various ways: going to their 
homes for Sbabbat, meeting with 
them one-on-one in the CJF store
fronts on the respective campuses, 
or logging into their profiles on a 
soon-to-be-launched website that 
only dating mentors of YU Con
nect-2 will be able to access. 

Additionally, the CJF 
plans to have various evenings on 
each campus when students will 
be able to present their profiles to 
the mentors, who will "do an in-

take, size up the person, and then 
suggest which mentor to work 
with appropriately," explained 
Rabbi Brander. 

Connect-2 bas been her
alded with considerable enthu
siasm on the part of YU Roshei 
Yeshiva as well. Rabbi Brander 
named Rabbis Mordechai Wil
lig, Zvi Sobolofsky, Herschel 
Schachter, Yosef Blau, Michael 
Rosenszweig, Yaakov Neuber
ger, Elchanan Adler, and Zevulun 
eharlop, among others, as some 
who have already endorsed the 
project. "We won't have them 

"Coupling the al~eady 
charged co-ed events with 

another university
sponsored matchhmaking 
service will be too 'too ex
treme,' said one student." 

sign a has kama-I don't think we 
need that," Rabbi Brander com
mented. 

Rabbi Brander also 
viewed eonnect-2 in a broader 
context. "This is not a project of 
just Stem or YC," he emphasized. 
"This is a project of the Jew
ish future. It's being run through 
the CJF as part of celebrating the 
mission statement of the CJF." 
The CJF was created to enable 
YU students and alumni to shape, 
enrich, and inspire the Jewish 
community, through leadership 
training programs, building and 
cultivating community leaders, 
and creating a global movement 
to spread the ideals of YU. Ensur
ing a Jewish future by facilitating 
marriage seemed very relevant to 
the CJF as another project to initi
ate. 

"As a person who is very 
much connected to both men at 
YC and women at Stem, I know 
not just from my students, but 
simply from my conversations, 
of people who feel very alone 
and want to find the opportunity 
to connect in a way that leads to-

. wards marriage, and can't find the 

. vehicles to do so," Rabbi Bran~er 
recounted. 

· He related an anecdote 
ab'out a lecture that he gave for 
the Mc;&cal Ethics Society. Upon 
seeing 'the easy camaraderie that 
was pres~nt at the pre-lecture din
ner, Rabbi'' :Brander decided to 
postpone his '-speech by another 
quarter hour to ·kive the audience 
a chance .to mingie a bit more. A 
number of months after the lee-. ' 
ture1 a young man approached 
Rabbi Brander to tell iiim that 
he had just become engaged to 
a woman whom he had met over 
dinner at that same lecture. 

"It became obvious to 

me that we need more stuff like 
this," Rabbi Brander said ear
nestly. "I can't think of some
thing more important that the CJF 
should be involved in." 

In order to test the vi
ability of the program, the CJF 
held a "soft launch" of Connect-2 
over the summer by hosting two 
different events. One event, held 
on May 31 at Mount Sinai Jewish 
Center of Washington Heights, 
was a lecture titled "The Building 
Blocks of Healthy Relationships," 
featuring Einhorn, Zimmerman, 
and Dr. David Pelcovitz, profes
sor of education and psychology 
at the Azrieli Graduate School of 
Jewish Education and Adminis
tration. 

The second event was a 
small get-together at someone's 
home. The organizers of the two 
programs found "a very positive 
interest," noted Rabbi Brander. 
He surmised that about 250 peo
ple attended the lecture in May, 
which was publicized through 
advertisements circulated around 
Washington Heights and through 
an email alert sent to recipients of 
the CJF's e-newsletter. 

Neither CJF administra
tors nor university officials in the 
Office of Student Affairs (OSA) 
foresaw any conflict between 
YU Connect-2 and the standard 
co-ed activities sponsored by the 
respective student councils. "We 
don't work in silence at YU ," said 
Rabbi Brander. "The OSA will be 
aware of all the pieces of this pro
gram." 

There are two distinct 
differences between eonnect-2 
and student council activities. 
Firstly, eonnect-2 is geared to
wards both current students and 
alumni, whereas OSA events 
are focused on current sew and 
YC undergrads. Secondly, the 
overarching goal of Connect-2 
is to facilitate marriage, whereas 
the OSA does not "run program
ming directly focused on dating 
or shidduchim or any such thing," 
observed University Dean of Stu
dents Dr. Victor Schwartz. 

"I don't see there being 
any conflict," said Zelda Braun, 
associate dean of students at 
Stem. ''We're here as a team to 
make things work and work suc
cessfully. It's very valuable to 
have on campus all these different 
opportunities for socialization. 
Different initiatives on campus 
should be met with excitement 
and positivity . . . they interface 
to create community." 

She· vehemently dis
agreed with the suggestion that 
Connect-2 would religiously bi
furcate the YU community by di
verting marriage-minded under
graduates away from OSA events. 
Everything has the potential of 
enriching the campus," she coun-

tered. "The more choices students 
have, the better." 

"I think the more differ
ent types of appropriate programs 
that the university community 
can offer, the better," said Dean 
Schwartz in agreement. "It makes 
for a broader range of options and 
opportunities." 

Another concern has 
surfaced regarding the program's 
particular effect on the academic 
reputation of sew. When asked 
whether she feared Connect-2's 
possible reinforcement of stereo
types relating to the marriage
minded mentality of the female 
undergraduates, Dean Bacon 
firmly answered in the negative. 

"To even suggest that 
it has any relationship to people 
who say this is just outrageous. 
That's thinking out of the fifties, 
and we're living in the 21st centu
ry. That's like in the 1950's, with 
the little woman at borne baking 
a pie for her husband. Women 
aren't living there anymore." 

Students had mixed 
reactions to the establishment 
of this program. Revital Avisar 
(SCW '08) expressed her basic 
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Enrollment 
Continued from front page 

istration, the tuition hike is nec
essary to help fund the ongoing 
construction on both undergradu
ate campuses. Additional monies 
have been allocated to the hiring 
of new faculty members. 

Fisher accounted for the in
creased tuition's failure in de
terring students from enrolling. 
"Despite the raise in tuition costs, 
we are also offering an increased 
amount of scholarship funds that 
will be allocated more generously 
given the price of attending Ye
shiva University," be said. 

In addition to its mounting 
numbers, the incoming class of 
women is unprecedented in its 
geographic diversity, continu
ing another trend of recent years. 
Colombia, Venezuela, Mexico, 
Argentina, France,. Morocco, 
Canada, and Isr~el are among the 
intemational·regions represented, 
as well as nearly every state from 
the U.S. • 

New Eruv 
Incorporates Stem 

Continued from front page 

weekly basis. 

"This eruv is very signifi
cant because of its size and the 
tremendous areas that are in
cluded," explained Rabbi Gideon 
Shloush, leader of the neighbor
ing Congregation Adereth El, a 
shul frequently attended by sew 
students. "Our eruv is really an 
extension of the one that has been 
on the Upper West Side for over 
a decade." 

According to Rabbi Sh
loush, the eruv crosses Central 
Park, encompassing both the Up
per East and Upper West Sides, 
while stretching southwards, 
from 56th Street to Houston. In 
the lower regions, the eruv ex
tends only eastward, from one 
side of 6th Avenue to the FDR 
Drive, with the exception of the 
United Nations complex. The 
Lower East Side was not included 
within the perimeters, out of def
erence to Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, 
a celebrated denizen of the area 
who had historiclilly opposed the 
construction of an eruv in Man
hattan. 

Rabbi Yosef·Blau, mash
giach ruchani (spiritual advisor) 
of Yeshiva College, clarified that 

in supporting the eruv, YU was 
not overriding Rabbi Feinstein's 
position as articulated in his 
well-known teshuva (halakhic re
sponse). 

Rabbi Blau explained 
that the teshuva was widely mis
understood, since Rabbi Feinstein 
was referring to the halakhic im
possibility of building an eruv 
encompassing the entire island of . 
Manhattan. He was of the opinion 
that because of all of the water
ways, highways, bridges and tun
nels that connect Manhattan with 
the surrounding areas, the island 
must always be considered reshut 
harabim (public domain), even if 
some sort of enclosure was cre
ated. Therefore, an effective eruv 
around the whole expanse could 
not exist. He added, however, that 
an eruv encircling an individual 
area is permitted, as evidenced by 
the presence oflocal eruvs around 
nearly every Jewish neighbor
hood in Manhattan. 

Rabbi Blau also pointed 
out that it is a positive command
ment to build an eruv. "The Ge
mara Yerushalmi states that [an] 

Continued on page 22 
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Stern Professors Blacklisted 
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ministration of Michlalah, includ
ing Dean Devorah Rosenwasser, 
who earned a . doctorate from 
YU's Azrieli School of Jewish 
Education and Administration, 
encourages students to attend 
Stern and advocates in favor of 
the college. However, there are 
specific teachers who routinely 
address students at the close of 
the year, cautioning them against 
certain sew classes and instruc
tors while reconunending others 
they deem more worthwhile, a 
policy which has been ongoing 
for the last several years. 

"Michlalah gives guid
ance to students who ask about all 
sorts of things," explained Rabbi 
Pollock. "Each student gets per
sonal guidance depending on 
their needs. Everybody is an in
dividual and there isn't a specific 
class which is good for everybody 
or bad for everybody." 

"[The existence of a 
blacklist] is a rumor," insisted 
Rabbi Pollock. ~·we don't tell 
everyone to take or not to take 
classes." 

"I don't speak in gen
eralities," he continued. "I only 
give guidance on things that I am 
knowledgeable about. There are 
peopl~ [students] who have dis
cussed Stem with me, and I give 

guidance to them based on feed
back that I get from former stu
dents." 

But according to sev
eral Michlalah alumnae who are 
currently enrolled at Stern, one 
teacher does relay advice in a 
public forum in front of tens of 
students, discussing the relative 
merits and demerits of specific 
rabbis and professors at Stem. 
The teacher in question, Mrs. 
Rivka Sapirstein, an alumna of 
Stem herself, teaches Bible in the 
Machal program three mornings 
a week, and has been an educa
tor at Michlalah for the past 13 
years. During what one student 
referred to as ''an optional infor
mation session," she proceeds to 
go through a list of teachers, nam
ing ones who she either strongly 
encourages students to take or 
dissuades them from taking. 

Sapirstein spoke openly 
about her influential role. "It's 
lots of teachers, not just me, who 
does it," she revealed to The Ob
server. "We know about the Stern 
classes and teachers, and we try to 
help our students figure out which 
classes they will enjoy." 

Sapirstein does not view 
this as an obligation on the part of 
the school, but rather as a kind of 
service to her studei.J.tS. "If enough 
girls ask, then we do it," she ex
plained. "There is a whole range 

YU Connect - 2 

Continued from page 20 

disagreement with the goals of 
the program, but also her dislike 
of offering such a service under 
the auspices of Yeshiva Univer
sity. 

"YU in general is by 
definition Jewish Orthodox and 
obviously they base their curricu
lum and their overall activities 
on Jewish attributes and ideals," 
she said. "One of those ideals is 
starting a family. I think it's been 
implied and emphasized; it's al
ready so overwhelming. The en
vironment that we're in is already 
enough." 

She did not anticipate 
partaking in Connect-2. Avisar 
described the co-ed OSA activi
ties as a chance for "normal in
teraction" with students from the 
uptown campus. However, she 
pointed out the feeling shared by 
a number of students that even the 
regular co-ed activities carried too 
much of a marriage undertone. 
Coupling the already-charged co
ed events with another university
sponsored matchmaking service, 

she felt, "will be too extreme." 
"The whole concept of 

shidduch is related to a specific 
sort of sector," she said. 

Sy Syrns student Tova 
Muller (SSSB '08) disagreed. 
"To be quite honest, I think a lot 
of people choose to go to YU be
cause they want to be in an atmo
sphere that is totally Jewish and 
to meet people," she posited. "So 
having a service like this which 
would really help connect peo
ple-I think it would really ben
efit a lot of people." 

Not a regular attendee 
of co-ed OSA events, Muller said· 
that she would test the waters of 
Connect-2's singles events before 
actually jumping in. 

"I would have to see how 
it develops. If they attr~ct good 
people, I would try out one. If it 
doesn't attract the type of people 
I would be interested in, then it 
would be a waste of my time," she 
reasoned. "I have not been to that 
many [co-ed OSA events]. I go if 

Continued on page 22 

of students at Michlalah, and a 
whole range of teachers at Stern, 
with 3: difference in intellectual 
and spiritual styles and levels. We 
try to give them an idea of the dif
ferent styles and they can choose 
for themselves." 

Sapirstein makes her 
reconunendations based on in
formation that she receives from 
former students who are in touch 
with her from the U.S. She es
pecially likes to suggest classes 
which she knows girls will gain 
from and enjoy. "There are some 
Stem classes that several stu
dents tell me are so amazing and 
remind them of Bretz Yisrael, so 
those I recommend." On the flip 
side, she also not!fies students 
to be wary of certain classes and 
teachers, since there are specific 
courses taught by certain instruc
tors which Michlalah girls tend to 
shy away from. 

"Some girls took classes 
and they felt they had to leave af
ter getting an eitzah (advice) from 
Rebbeim," remarked Sapirstein. 
"So we try to give students this 
information beforehand so they 
know what to expect. I think it's 
good to direct our students toward 
certain classes." 

In terms of which cours
es and teachers are mentioned in 
the discussion, "it varies from 
year to year and is not a set list, 
and it really depends on the type 
of girl," commented Sapirstein. 

She judges everything 
based on specific criteria, such as 
the style of teaching in the class, 
the level of learning, and the con
tent of what is being taught. 

"If a girl tells me she's 
achieved more from being in a 
certain class, I will be more likely 
to reconunend that. I hear very 
much when students are flourish
ing, but I don't have girls calling 
to tell me exactly what happens in 
every class. But, I can say that that 
there are, Baruch Hashem,(thank 
G-d), a lot of classes where they 
are comfortable." 

"Why should -they go to 
a class that's not for them and be 
bothered to call a rabbi," she rea
soned. "They hear something in a 
class and they have to consider if 
that's something they want to ab
sorb. If a girl is constantly raising 
her eyebrows and questioning the 
sources of learning or the learn
ing style, she should not be in that 
class." 

Former Michlalah stu
dents remember their session with 
Mrs. Sapirstein well. "She was in 
charge, and spoke to people who 
were going to Stern, and told us 
which teachers have issues and 
problems," recounted Chana Pos
nick (Michlalah '05, SCW '08). 
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"We were also advised against 
taking other classes, like art his
tory, where there is nudity. But 
that wasn't specifically for Stem; 
that was for all colleges in gen
eral. Also, we were told to stay 
away from science clas~es that 
teach evolution because it's prob
lematic." 

Posnick also recalled 
Mrs. Sapirstein labeling certain 
courses taught by individual 
teachers as "apikorsus (blasphe
my)." Posnick understands why 
her alma mater does this, but she 
doesn't necessarily endorse the 
policy. 

, ••~"There were probably 
some girls who resented it and 
didn't appreciate it; there are 
girls who wanted to figure it out 
for themselves," she admitted. 
"It's important and I understand 
why they do it, but I think maybe 
you should find out for yourself 
what's good and what's not." 

Some classmates chose 
not to heed the advice they re
ceived and did register for and 
attend classes that were discour
aged. One young woman found 
that she clashed with Mrs. Sapir
stein 's opinion of certain teachers. 
"She really believed th~t some of 
these classes were kfira (heresy), 
but I ·had taken those classes and 
did not agree with her," the stu
dent said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. But she too can ap
preciate some of the . motivation 
behind Sapirstein's words. 

"If a teacher is really op
posed to something and seriously 
thinks that a certain subject mat
ter is kfira, then I guess she has an 
obligation to tell her students not 
to take that class," she conceded. 
"But, this should not be done in 
a group forum; she should meet 
with girls individually and ad
dress their personal needs." 

It appears that the teach
ers at Michlalah are now begin
ning to possibly re-eyaluate this 
controversial policy. "I actu
ally don't think it's happening so 
much anymore, at least not in a 
group forum," disclosed Sapirst
ein. "We will probably do it more 
one-on-one, or with a few girls 
coming together to ask a specific 
teacher." 

This change comes fol
lowing a concerted effort on the 
part of the YU administration to 
reach out to spe~ific seminaries 
such as Michl~ah and Darchei 
Binah, whose graduates continue 
to attend Stern despite the fact 
that som~ find it difficult to adjust 
to the ~tyle of learning here. Rab
bi Ephraim Kanarfogel, chairman 
of the Rebecca Ivry Department 
of Jewish studies at Stem, rec
ognizes this fact and is aware of 
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the challenges. that arise as a re
sult. Together with Hillel Davis, 
vice president for University Life, 
he has been involved in meeting 
with all of the seminaries and ye
shivas accredited on the S. Daniel 
Abraham Israel program to dis
cuss these fundamental issues. 

"The number of trips 
[to Israel] and conversations 
and meetings has increased dra
matically," Rabbi Kanarfogel 
revealed. "Now we are having 
better discussions and the schools 
in Israel are responding well, and 
we are getting results from that 
conununication." 

He very much wants to 
preserve a positive relationship 
with all the schools on the Israel 
program and is particularly intent 
on doing so with Michlalah, due 
to his awareness of their current 
practices. He is optimistic that 
this goal can and will be accom
plished. 

"Michlalah has appreci
ated that we've been responsive 
and we listen," Rabbi Kanarfo
gel observed. "They are sensitive 
to the fact that we are talking to 
them and responding.:' 

Sapirstein confirmed that 
this was the case. "I have spoken 
with Rabbi Kanarfogel, and he 
knows that there is a need to get 
more teachers that Michlalah and 
Darchei Binah girls are comfort
able with," she said. 

Darchei Binah 's position 
regarding Stem has not garnered 
as much publicity as Michlalah's, 
largely because a significant 
number of their graduates opt not 
to go to Stern, and they are con
sequently one of Stem's smaller 
feeder schools. 

"There is a variety of 
opinions at Darchei Binah vis-a
vis Stem, but wherever a girl does 
choose to go in the end, the staff 
reconunends a variety of ways to 
stay strong," said one anonymous 
source. 

But regardless of which 
school Israel returnees are com
ing from, Stem tries to accommo
.date all of them :in the best way 
possible. 

"We are always looking 
to see what we can do to make 
sure that all students from our 
constituent schools are comfort
able," explained Rabbi Kanarfo
gel. "We certainly know that we 
have a large number of students 
who spend a year in Israel and 
come from a range of schools 
which emphasize different hash
kafot (outlooks)." 

At the same time, he 

Continued on page 22 
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Blacklisting 
Continued from page 21 

acknowledged that the transition 
from seminary to college can be 
difficult. Students are coming 
from smaller schools, where their 
classmates share their religious 
philosophies and there is ~ more 
focused approach towards a spe
cific style of learning, while in 
college the population of students 
is much more heterogeneous, 
comprised of all different types 
of women with distinct goals and 
priorities. 

"We are sensitive to the 
fact that not everyone learns ev
erything in the same kind of way," 
Rabbi Kanarfogel continued. "We 
are not trying to dissuade people 
from learning the way they did 
in Israel, but at the same time we 
want our students to come and be 
able to see and experience differ
ent types and levels of learning.". 

He strongly believes 
that Stem does have classes 
in which students from all the 
feeder schools feel comfortable, 
and he emphasized the fact that 
the Jewish Studies department 
is constantly adding new faculty 
which he hopes will appeal to the 
diverse population of women that 
is being Gatered to. 

"We specifically need to 
be able to have a range of differ
ent options and approaches that 

. many students will be comfort
able with," he elaborated. "We 
want to make sure that students 
corning from very good yeshivas 
in Israel find themselves comfort
able in our school as well." 

Rabbi Kanarfogel also 
appreciates the dilemma of 
schools like Michlalah who wish 
to advise their students accord
ingly. But, at the same time, he 
believes that it should only be 
done in a very specific type of fo-
rum. 

"People are free to give 
advice, but it should be done in 
as pure a way as possible," he 
remarked. "Let people deal with 
subtleties on their own." 

Many disapprove of 
Michlalah's policy and the ac
tions of the teachers who take it 
upon themselves to advise the 
students heading to Stem. For 
Mrs. Shoshana Schechter, a Bible 
professor and head of the Basic 
Jewish Studies track at Stem, this 
issue hits particularly close to 
home, since she herself attended 
Michlalah several years ago. 

"It's a poor judgment 
call on the part of those teachers," 
she asserted. "I don't think it's 
right to get up and make a blan
ket statement to an entire class 
of people, when you don't even 
know half of them. I think that is 
just irresponsible. It shouldn't be 
done that way, saying something 
across the board." 

What troubles Schech-

ter is that the teachers often don't 
really know all the students that 
they are addressing, and what 
she finds even more problematic 
is that the teachers aren't even 
aware of exactly what goes on in 
the blacklisted classes. 

''They are not in touch 
with the professors, and so they 
shouldn't be advising students 
about things that they don't know 
firsthand," she stressed. "I be
lieve it's irresponsible to make 
statements about things you don't 
know about." 

Another issue that both
ered Schechter was that these 
teachers were using what she 
thought were unacceptable crite
ria to judge the different classes. 
"They don't always have good 
reasons for recommending certain 
classes or not," she continued. "I 
understand if there is a teacher 
doing something controversial, 
like a class on Biblical criticism, 
but many times the recommenda
tions are not based on anything 
real." 

As an example, she cited 
classes taught by people who are 
relatives of teachers at Michlalah 
or alumnae, saying that their rela
tionship to the seminary may have 
influenced the decision to include 
them on the list of recommended 
professors . 

Michlalah is not alone 
in taking the initiative to advise 
students in the pre-Stem stage of 
their education, but most other 
seminaries do not do so in an offi
cial and public manner, and prefer 
to conduct these meetings one
on-one in a private setting. Also, 
most seminaries that send signifi
cant numbers of students to Stem 
have a more favorable view of the 
school and often adopt a hands
off approach, unless students 
specifically come to ask them for 
advice. 

Schechter does not ob
ject to a personal meeting be
tween a student and teacher who 
have an established relationship, 
and she even encourages it. "If 
an individual student is close 
with a teacher, and she comes to 
ask advice, then that is fine," she 
clarified. ''There is nothing wrong 
with a teacher giving advice to a 
student on apersonal level, like 
Rabbi Katz from MMY who does 
that." 

Racbeli Davies (SCW 
'08), who attended MMY for a 
year and a half, corroborated this 
information. ''The school never 
officially discussed Stern classes 
with us." 

However, other women 
from MMY recall that students 
used to speak privately to teach
ers with whom they shared a close 
relationship. 

Sha'alvim for Women 

follows a similar course of ac
tion. 

"There are no Stern 
speeches given here," declared 
Mrs, Nili Turetsky, current head 
of the Shana Bet (second-year) 
program. "We give guidance 
about college in general, telling 
our students to challenge them
selves by taking the appropriate 
level classes, taking advantage 
of extra shiurim, and setting up 
chavrutas (times of study), so that 
they retain the growth they have 
achieved throughout the year." 

"Sha'alvim really en
courages their students to go to 
Stem," Turetsky continued. "We 
are officially a member of the YU 
Israel program and we take that 
role seriously." 

AUza Wolynetz (SCW 
'1 0), an alumna of Midreshet Lin
denbaum (Brovender's), verified 
that the same vi~w was espoused 
by the seminary she attended this 
past year. 

"The administration thought 
it was important to go to Stem," 
she observed. 

Although only about 10 
out of 85 total girls from Brov
ender's come here, "many of the 
teachers in Brovender's went to 
Stem themselves," said Wolynetz, 
"and they encouraged students to 
take high-level classes there and 
to especially keep up their gemara 
skills." 

Eruv 
Continued from page 20 

eruv is very positive. It gets people 
together and encourages achdus 

(unity) within our communities," 

he commented. "The Gemara 
Bavli states that we should follow 
the lenient opinions to build an 
eruv because of all the good as a 
result of it." 

Hillel Davis, vice president 
of University Life, expressed his 
excitement regarding the new 
development. "Even from the 
one Shabbos I spent at Beren last 
year, there is no question in my 
mind that the opportunity to build 
community is much enhanced 
[through the eruv)," be said. He 
added that it will be useful for 
"things like carrying sejorim 
(books) to learn or to read, and 
contact and interactions between 
women in different dorms." 

In addition to the tremen
dous advantage it provides to the 
students, the eruv has also opened 

· the door to improved Shabbat 
programming. In the past, guests 
and speakers who were invited 
to the Beren campus for Shabbat 
often could not attend because of 
their small children who required 
strollers. 

"As far as future plans, 
I think the most exciting news 
is that the Office of Student Af
fairs, which bas been looking for 
a Shabbat rabbi for Beren •. bas 
finally been successful," Davis 
pointed out, "partly because in 
speaking with people, accommo
dating a family with young chil
dren bas been part of the issue." 

sew Dean Karen 
Bacon emphasized this point as 

YUCONNECT 
Continued from page 21 

there's a group of friends going, 
but I never go with the intention 
of actually meeting someone." 

Similarly, she felt that 
she would postpone using the dat
ing mentors until after she gradu
ates, if necessary. She cited her 
close connections with friends as 
a better conduit to dating. 

"Right now, I'm in Stem 
and I have a network of friends, 
and I don't really feel like I need 
it," she said. "But in the future, 
when I'm in grad school or have a 
job, then I think I would probably 
use their services." 

"Yeah, I think I'd use 
[Connect-2)," admitted Elana 
Goldberg (SCW '08). "We don't 
have a Hillel - there's no means 
of meeting boys. In other univer
sities, that's how they do it. If we 
had a Hillel, we wouldn't need 
it." 

Goldberg pointed out 
that people frequently assume 

that it's easy for women at sew 
to meet men from YC, but that the 
distance between the campuses 
prevented co-ed socializing. 

"I think the university 
should do something," she de
clared. "[People think) that at 
Stem, it's very common for peo
ple to meet people - but how do 
you meet people? They're totally 
separate. It's very, very difficult." 

Goldberg does not at
tend co-ed OSA events, explain
ing that they "attract the type I 
don't want." 

When asked if he felt 
that Connect-2 will appeal to a 
wide range of students and not 
just a specific sector of the YU 
community, Rabbi Brander re
sponded: "The proof will be in 
the pudding. You'll see from the 
programs that there will be di
versity - different programs will 
draw different parts ofYU. That's 
why we're using people like Dr. 
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well. "Over the years I had be
come increasingly sensitive to the 
fact tllat without a local eruv, cer
tain guests with young children 
felt unable to join us on campus 
for Shabbos. The undergraduate 
men of YU who came to Beren 
for Shabbos were unable to take 
things with them from building to 
building, and, of course, our own 
students were limited in the ab
sence of a local eruv." 

Zelda Braun, associate 
dean of Student Affairs, also re
lated her enthusiasm regarding 
the eruv. "We have hired a Rabbi, 
who will be living here on cam
pus full time with his young fam
ily and will be the Shabbat rabbi," 
she disclosed. "The eruv has re
ally opened up new opportunities 
for us." 

Dean Braun also de
scribed pow the eruv will enhance 
the diversity of the Midtown Jew
ish community and Congregation 
Adereth-El on East 29th Street. 

"This important addition 
will open up the community to 
young couples with children and 
have an effe~t on the Stem com
munity as well," she explained. 
"Students will feel more comfort
able remaining here for our exten
sive Shabbat programming. 

One major improvement 
will be our students' ability to 
carry their keys and lock their 
dorm rooms, which had previ
ously been one of the difficulties 
in remaining on campus for Shah
bat." 

Sobolofsky, who is connected to 
different parts of YU." 

Rabbi Brander cau
tioned that Connect-2 is still in its 
inception. "We don't have all the 
answers yet," he said. "We want 
to be honest with everyone right 
away, because we will be able to 
achieve more." 
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Farewell to a Beloved Teacher 

Continued from page 3 

ness when we discussed things 
and nothing was taboo. We spoke 
about Aliya, marriage, and a trip 
to Italy with my sister that I was 
planning. Dr. Schwebel, in her 
classic helpful manner, began 
printing off her computer lists of 
~ights to see in Florence as she 
lectured me on money belts and 
gave me tips to prevent getting 
pick-pocketed in Rome. 

I learned so much about Dr. 
Schwebel from that one conver- . 
sation, and so much about life in 
general. At some point, I looked 
at my watch and realized I was 
late for a lunch date with a few 
friends. But I let the conversation 
continue a while longer. That was 
something I did at all our meet
ings during the semester, despite 
the fact that it meant coming late 
to my next class. Because the 
truth is, I loved talking with Dr. 
Schwebel and I think she enjoyed 
our chats, too. Looking back now, 
my heart fills with a bittersweet 
joy that I did not try to rush that 
conversation on May 16, 2007. 
That was the last time I ever 
spoke to her. 

The pain I feel when I think 
about br. Schwebel's death is 
partially selfish. I will never be 

able to talk to her again and ben
efit from her humor, altruism, and 
wisdom. She was supposed to be 
by my side during my senior year 
of college, guiding me in apply
ing for graduate programs. She 
was supposed to mentor me and 
advise me the way she did this 
past spring semester. And she 
was supposed to meet my family 
at graduation, where my parents 
could join me in thanking my 
wonderful professor for her gen
erosity of time and energy. 

When thinking about my pro
fessor's passing, there is also an 
ache I feei for everyone else. I pity 
all the students of Stern College 
who were not privileged to have 

had her for a teacher. I empathize 
with her friends and family who 
must be experiencing such dark 
hell right now with the passing of 
such a sunny individual from their 
lives. But what hurts me so much 
to face is the tragic irony, that the 
most lively and vibrant person I 
have ever met is dead. How can a 
woman so dynamic and animated 
be erased from this world? I sup
pose the answer is that as long as 
we remember her in word, deed, 
and print, Dr. Schwebel can never 
be erased. She will live on and 
continue to sparkle with her bril
liant personality and concern for 
others. 

HOLY SONNET X 

John Donne 

Death, be not proud, though some have called thee 
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so ; 

For those, whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow, 
Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me. 

One short sleep past, we wake eternally, 
And Death shall be no more ; Death, thou shalt die. 

Remembering Dr. Schwebel 

Continued from page 3 

that uncomfortable at the thought 
of having a private lesson with Dr. 
Schwebel. She was so easygoing 
that I knew it could be nothing 
but an amazing experience. 

And what an amazing 
experience it was. While Latin as 
a subject was difficult and time
consuming, Latin as a class was 
one that I eagerly got up for in 
the morning. I loved being Dr. 
Schwebel's only student; I thor
oughly enjoyed having all her 
attention to myself for those few 
hours a week. We had some ex
cellent discussions in the middle 
of learning declensions and often 
joked around while struggling 
with subjunctives. And in the 
midst of our fun, in both Latin and 
English Lit class, Dr. Schwebel 
shared with me-and with the 
other students in the English 
class- important life lessons. She 
sort of just slipped them in among 
other discussions. It was due to 
Dr. Schwebel that I truly learned 
to put grades in perspective. I 

learned to appreciate really living 
life as opposed to rushing through 
it. I learned to take my time and 
notice things, to go places I hadn't 
gone before, and, most important
ly, to ask questions when I didn't 
understand something. These 
might seem cliche and they might 
seem pretty obvious, but it is one 
thing to hear them spoken over 
and over and it is quite another 
to truly drink them in, incorporat
ing them into your lifestyle. How 
many people actually take advice? 
How many people actually listen 
to their teachers- and I mean re
ally listen? Dr. Schwebel wasn't 
just a teacher who taught-she 
was a teacher who lived what she 
taught. Everything that I learned 
from her, I learned from example. 
She would hand out lists of places 
to go in New York City and urge 
her students to take a break from 
studying during midterms and fi
nals. She would speak about her 
own college experience in order 
to help me with mine. She was 
a natural mentor for any student 
who sought one. 

After just one short year, 
I am definitely not finished learn
ing from Dr. Schwebel. There are 
no words to truly express the kind 
of loss her students are feeling. 
Losing a valuable teacher is like 
losing a guide in the wilderness, 
and you suddenly find yourself 
floundering for something to grip 
onto so that all your plans and all 
your expectations can still exist in 
the future. But one thing I try to 
remember is that Dr. Schwebel al
ways had a smile on her face. She 
was always happy and always 
animated, always walking with a 
bounce in her step. I doubt she'd 
want anyone to spend too much 
valuable time being depressed or 
forlorn when there are books to 
be read, languages to be studied, 
places to explore, and teachers to 
learn from. 

As they say in Latin, 
carpe diem-seize the day. Dr. 
Schwebel truly lived by that mot
to, and it is one that I hope I learn 
to live by, too. 
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Conversations on 
Human Dignity 

Continued from page 4 

tragedy and pain? 
It is an impossibility to 

do so. The pain is so great that 
it is too much to bear; we could 
not dare to focus upon each in
dividual. To spare ourselves this 
burden, we prefer to push it away 
from our minds, to look at people 
as parts of groups. We therefore 
understand them only technically, 
in terms of laws and text, and not 
as people with feelings, emotions, 
and individual stories. It is not 
that we do nQt care. It is that we 
care too much. 

I • But now 'we approach a 
trickier topic. If we are religious 
and truly believe in our religion, 
and if we believe in God and his 
laws, how do we treat those who 
disobey those laws? What about 
people who we instantly condemn 
as sinners? What if their disobe
dience is not quiet or submissive, 
but flagrant? 

The common approach 
is to delineate categories and label 
people accordingly. Effectively, 
we are stating that they are Other 
Than Us, and in this way, we are 
distan~ing ourselves from them. 
They are Homosexuals, Trans
sexuals, Transgendered, Lesbians 
or Gay People. They are Gentiles. 
They are Reform or Conservative 
or Modern Orthodox or Ultra-Or
thodox. Whatever they are, they 
are not me. I am not them. We 
do not cross and do not mix; we 
assign you a type and you shall 
remain in the pretty little box in 
which I've placed you, where you 
can not harm me. 

The problem is that this 
strips individuals of their dignity 
and humanity. We are creating 
this space because we are scared 
of the reality; there is no true dif
ference between myself and this 
person I have placed below me, 
this person whom I secretly fear 
even though I claim to despise 
him. We wish to focus on people 
as groups instead of people as in
dividuals, because. the individual 
is frightening due to how much he 
reminds me of myself. 

There is a major issue 
in the Orthodox Jewish commu
nity when it comes to their treat
ment of those in the GLBT com
munity. Many people have never 
been exposed to a proper seminar 
or accurate literature explaining 
what sexual orientation or sexual 
identity even mean. They only 
know that according to halakhic 
Judaism, one is not allowed to 
sleep with another male. I have 
personally heard people at Stern 
and in the greater Jewish commu
nity mock and make fun of gay, 
lesbian and transsexual individu-

als, even those who are trying to 
maintain their religiosity in other 
matters. I believe that the reason 
this occurs, the reason these truly 
good and caring peopie are able 
to do this, is because we do not 
put a face on the issue. 

We do not allow this cat
egory of people to become real; 
we do not allow the individual to 
speak. We do not care to listen. I 
know this personally, because not 
so long ago, I was one of them. I 
was a person who heard all gen
tiles described as promiscuous 
and otherwise bad people. I was 
told this by well-meaning people 
who wanted to ensure that I would 
never be lured away from Juda
ism by following the lures of the 
secular world. I do not say that I 
believed it. But I certainly did not 
understand. How could I if I had 
never met a gentile? 

And perhaps what both
ers me most is that there are those 
who feel they have the right to 
speak, and I was once one .of them, 
without listening. There were 
those who felt they could catego
rize gentiles without ever having 
bad any form of meaningful inter
action with them, and can mock 
or revile those who are different 
without ever engaging with them. 
We all make generalizations, but 
these are the worst; they are hurt
ful and cruel and place distance 
between ourselves and our fellow 
man, our fellow Jew, because we 
are afraid of the truth. 

The most important 
phrase I ever heard was told to me 
by a man who describes himself 
as a Jewish atheist. He is Jewish 
by birth but does not believe in 
God. And what be explained is 
that to understand is not to con
done. 

Understanding the way a 
person feels, understanding some
one who differs from you, even in 
a matter of religion, understand
ing the gentile, the atheist, the 
homosexual, the man who does 
not keep kosher- does not mean 
that you condone his practices. 
It means that you have taken the 
time to listen, to truly see where 
he is coming from, and to try to 
plate yourself within his view
point and his soul. It means that 
you are willing to give of your
self, to say that you can. respect 
a person because he is a person, 
and gral!t him the dignity and un
derstanding that must be given to 
all, and not condone his actions. 

I was placed in a posi
tion where I was forced into this 
understanding. I attended a non
Jewish private school where I 
interacted with gentiles and non-

Continued on page 26 
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Orthodox Paradox, a Response 
Teens with an Attitude 

Continued from page 3 In the co-existence of view that he really felt his stud
ies allowed him "to see the world 
and the Torah as profoundly con
nected," which seems ideal, al
though we see what he has since 
resulted. So much for a perfect 
blend. 

which he attributes to the school's 
unwillingness to announce the 
births of his non-Jewish children. 
What Feldman conveniently fails 
to mention is that if his wife had 
converted prior to their marriage, 
he would have found many more 
doors-open to him within the Or
thodox fold. But Feldman omits 
that point, allowing the entire 
non-Jewish and uneducated Jew
ish population to believe that Ju
daism, and in particular, Modem 
Orthodox Judaism, is an exclu
sive, hypocritical religion. 

The approach I wish to 
take in response to Feldman's ar
ticle is not one of attack. There 
have been many who have done 
so quite eloquently in the past 
month. In particular, I would rec
ommend Dr. Lamm's response in 
The Forward in which he takes 
direct stabs at the misrepresenta
tions and baseless leaps that Feld
man utilizes in his article when 
discussing matters of halakha and 
Jewish history. Dr. Lamm offers 
his most profound sympathies, 
not for the immature tantrum dis
played by Feldman through his 
complaints about his exclusion 
from the alumni newsletter and 
picture, but for the fact that Feld
man apparently views intermar
riage as a very light crime in Or
thodox Judaism and is therefore 
surprised at the social ostracism 
he encounters (As Dr. Lamm elo
quently chides, "you want to have 
your cake and eat it too"). But Dr. 
Lamm also expresses deep regret 
that not only does Feldman dem
onstrate an oppositional attitude 
towards Orthodoxy (and has a 
history of anti-Orthodox actions 
to his name) but he does it in pub
lic, providing enough anti-Semit
ic material to last Americans for 
many years to come. 

No matter how many 
exposes are printed and no matter 
bow many scathing responses are 
authored, it is too late. Feldman 
made his statement to the world 
and the world bas already formed 
their impressions of the Modem 
Orthodox community based on 
his misleading words. I do not 
wish to denigrate Feldman, nor 

the "orthodox" and the "modem," 
does one triumph? Feldman calls 
the two words "hypocritical" and 
"contradictory." Our movement's 
great leaders call it a "dialectic." 
My own personal experiences 
have led me to the simple descrip
tion of "confusing." 

Noah Feldman is a man 
who attended one of the finest 
models of Modem Orthodox ye
shiva high schools (started by 
YU's own Rav Soloveitchik). He 
himself explains that the goal of 
the school was, " to try to be at 
once a Lithuanian yeshiva and a 
New England prep school." And 
whether or not' lli.e a(iministration 
of the school would agree with 
this exacting description is not the 
point The impression that Feld
man got and that I'm sure much 
of the student body received, was 
that the institution tried to blend 
the two worlds. So far, a tolerable 
thought, since this is what YU at
tempts to do as well. 

In his article, Feldman 
expresses deep respect towards 
his teachers and friends who were 
able to successfully balance the 
two dissonant worlds but then 
begins his next section by say
ing the following: "For many of 
us, the consillience of faith and 
modernity that sometimes ap
pears within the reach of Modem 
Orthodoxy is a tantalizing pros
pect. But it can be undermined 
by the fragile fault lines between 
the moral substructures of the two 
worldviews, which can widen 
into deep ruptures on important 
matters of life and love." It is 
clear that to Noah Feldman, and I 
wish to take him as a paradigm 
for many educated Jews in Amer
ica, the "modem" has clearly tri
umphed over the "orthodox." For 
some, like Feldman, this triumph 
has resulted from a long and 
painstaking thought process. But 
for others, the "orthodox" be
comes defeated by the "modem" 
because somewhere in their up
bringing the emphasis was placed 
on the wrong word. 

To be honest, a great part 
of this imbalance is due to the stu
dent body's home life. One can't 
expect a school to be completely 
successful in instilling proper val
ues if those values are not being 
reinforced at home. But many of 
us know from experience that in 
our high schools, Torah was the 
loser. Admittance to Ivy League 
colleges was the goal and very 
often, chumash, navi and ge
mara classes were a joke. They 
weren't as rigorous; they weren·'t 
treated as seriously by the staff 
and definitely not by the students, 
and time has told its own story: 
many of the alumni do not contin
ue to lead frum (religious) lives. 
I recently bad occasion to see 
many of my former classmates 
from high school. The emphasis 
was clear, or at least the empha
sis had not changed. This attitude 
pervades the minds and lives of 
many graduates from such insti
tutions and it will take much more 
than a year or two studying in Is
rael to correct the problem. 

Continued from page 4 

well, by indulging their children's 
whims, these overly magnani
mous parents send a message that 
one need not strive in order to re
ceive gratification. Additionally, 
the presents they shower their 
children with, such as iPods, vid
eo games, and DVDs, reinforce in 
children the need to be constantly 
entertained. If something is npt 
as thrilling as, say, "Grand Auto 
Theft," then the child will not 
bother to tune in. What's more, · 
these children do not learn to use 
their own imaginations or initiate 
their own amusement. 

My campers would of
ten see my fellow counselors and 
me laughing and joking together. 
They would actually marvel at 
our ability to entertain ourselves. 
Many times in the beginning of 
the summer, some of the more 
apathetic campers complained 
that we counselors did not do 
enough to "make them" have a 
good time. My co-counselors 
and I tried to amuse our campers 
with games, songs, and activities. 
However, they were not receptive 
to it. What they failed to realize 
was that their own personal nega
tive attitudes and their inability 

to entertain themselves were pre
venting them from having fun. 

Of course, not all of the 
teenagers I worked with demon
strated indifferent and self-cen
tered traits. Specifically, the girls 
on the program who came from 
backgrounds that were more re
ligious, displayed leadership 
qualities and an interest in and 
adherence to Judaism, as well as 
a positive attitude. These girls 
offered to give divrei Torah on 
Sbabbat, helped clean up after 
activities, and led the hikes with 
smiles on their faces. They im
pressed me with their strength of 
character. Thus, all hope is not 
lost- we as a people do have a 
future. However, we must address 
the problem of apathy among 
many Modem Orthodox Jewish 
teens today. 

I am not a parent and 
therefore it must be with great 
humility that I give any sort of 
parenting advice. But I think my 
suggestions are logical: parents 
should learn to say "no" to their 
precious children and should try 
to impart to tliem the importance 
and value of ludaism. Neither of 
these suggestions is easy, but we 
must work hard to improve the 
situation that confronts us as Jews 
living in the modern world. 

Encountering Anti-Semitism 
Continued from page 3 

of your audience's sympathy, it 
isn' t worth the risk. 

It seems that I've grown 
a little spoiled, though, by living 
in New York and attending a Jew
ish college for the last two years. 
New York, with entire boroughs 
of Jews and untold numbers of 
kosher pizzerias and taxi drivers 
who know more about your reli
gion than you do. And if you feel 
lonely there, you can always cross 
the river to Jersey, where there 
are, if possible, more Jews, more 
stores, more restaurants. You can 
pick up kosher Chinese at chain 
grocery stores. In Teaneck and 
Manhattan, being Jewish is more 
of a 'so-what.' So you're Jewish. 
Who isn't? 

You know who isn't? 

weekly four-hour night course. 
She bad been teaching this ex
act class .for decades, to people 
exactly like the ones sitting all 
around me. Apparently, never yet 
had any of them been Jews, nor 
did she ever expect one to wander 
into her classroom. 

to explore his article's focal hal
akhic and moral issue of Jewish 
particuiarity-the belief that the 
Jewish people are a chosen nation 
while the rest of the world is not, 
an inherently anti-democratic val
ue and therefore a point of con
tradiction between the 'orthodox' 
and the 'modem.' But it is this 
balance, or possible imbalance, 
between tradition and modernity 
that I wish to explore; a theme 
palpably relevant to us as Yeshiva 
University students. 

One obvious culprit of 
this misplaced emphasis, of this 
miseducation, stems from the at
titudes of Jewish day schools all 
over the country. Trying to be "at 
once a Lithuanian yeshiva and 
a New England prep school" is 
impossible. Not only do I believe 
it to be halakbically impossible, 
a view I will not explore in these 
lines, but it creates an extremely 
difficult and problematic balance 
of values. Torah ends up being 
seen as equal, or even worse, sub
ordinate to secular studies when 
both are placed side by side and 

Modernity and Orthodoxy 
cannot coexist in the way Feld
man wishes them to. I do not see 
them as impossible to coalesce, 
but I do take issue with the bal
ance some have tried to offer. The 
issue of "contradiction" that Feld
man raises is a fundamentally 
important one and even though I 
clearly disagree with Feldman's 
decision to let the "modem" tri
umph, I do agree with his conclu
sion that there are some rifts be
tween the two words that cannot 
be mended. To think that one can 
go to shul (of what denomination, 
he does not specify) on Shabbat 
and holidays with his (non-Jew
ish) children, feeling a love and 
nostalgia for the sacred texts just 
won't cut it. "But be loves Juda
ism!" we want to scream; we 
want to give Feldman the credit 
be is so desperately searching 
for in his article. But no theo
ries and intangible connections 
to Judaism are going to make his 
legacy continue on to the next 
generation. They have already 
ended with the births of his non
Jewish children. 

The teacher of the lit course I 
took this summer. Or any of my 
classmates. 

I haven't taken a Sur
vey of English Lit course yet at 
Stem, so I don't know how we 
would have handled works like 
"Piers Plowman," which features 
a celebrated and vividly-imag
ined depiction of the Crucifixion 
by medieval poet William Lang
land. However, I imagine that 
the bottom of my seat wouldn't 
have bad as many nail marks as 
mine did after that suminer class. 
If you haven't read the work yet 
yourself, I advise you to take a 
look. There are some choice bits 
about the dirtiness, lowliness, and 
generally disgusting demeanor of 
Jews. But then you expect that 
from your medieval poets. I think 
what really unnerved me was the 
way that no one else in my class
room took any notice of it. 

are allotted equal time in a daily 
schedule. Feldman expresses his 

I think even students at 
Stern suffer from a similar syn
drome of misplaced emphases and 
warring between the "modem" 

Continued on page 15 

This was, I might add, 
at a second-tier university, and 
the professor had .an exceptional 
knowledge of her field, an en
thralling ability to communicate 
what she knew. She brought the 
literature to life for all of us in that continued on page 25 
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Horns 
Continued from page 24 

''This is brilliant," 
gushed a man on my left, a devout 
middle-aged father with a kind 
face. "It's like you're right there 
with the Christ as it's happening. 
This should be required reading 
in high school-the imagery re
ally makes the morals come alive. 
If kids had to read this today, a 
lot of our problems would disap-
pear." 

Actually, I thought, if 
kids read this today, G-d forbid, 
pogroms would be fashionable 
again. I almost bit through my 
tongue. 

Another student, an Af
rican-American woman with her 
own clear faith, praised the beau
tifully-portrayed contrast between 
the good, righteous Jesus and the 
people who betrayed him. 

We went around the room, ev
eryone analyzing the strengths and 
weaknesses of the text. There was 
one man who didn't care much 
for the work because he thought 
Langland " too preachy," but ev
eryone else was into it. They were 
genuinely involved in the class; 
as night-school students, they 
were all paying for their educa
tion themselves, and they wanted 
to get the most out of it. And this 
is what it was: this is what Sur
vey of English Lit courses in your 
typical pretty-good university are 
like. It was assumed that every
one in the room was "one of us," 
who, looking at the story of Je
sus and the Jews, would identify 
with the saintly one being praised 
rather than the grubby masses 

Feldman 
Continued from page 24 

and the "orthodox." How many 
students view their Judaic classes 
as subordinate to their secular 
ones? How many try to take the 
easiest Judaic courses available to 
lighten their workload? Burdened 
by so many psychology papers 
and science labs, taking a rigor
ous course in parsban~t (exege
sis) seems laughable. Of course 
there are many students who do 
not fall prey to this attitude and 
do choose to take the rigorous, en
lightening Judaic courses offered 
to us. But we must be honest with 
ourselves. Even at Stem, Torah is 
sometimes the loser. 

Feldman, albeit quite distaste
fully and inappropriately, brings 
some very important issues to the 
forefront of our Modem Orthodox 

condemned to die through gener
ations and generations of loathing 
and bloodshed. It was assumed 
we students would see no slander, 
no incitement to murder, nothing 
but remarkable writing. Panicked, 
I pushed myself and pushed my
self to see what they were seeing, 
to be objective, to judge the piece 
on a technical plane alone-but I 
could find nothing there. One of 
the most .famous and cherished 
works of 4the English language 
seemed to me nothing more than 
an ugly document of hate and bit
terness. 

I was .the last one to be 
called on, probably because my 
classmates had all volunteered 
themselves. I just wanted to go 
home and never come back. But 
this is not recommended for those 
seeking transfer credit, so when 
my professor asked, "What do 
you think makes this piece wor
thy of remembering?" I glued my 
eyes to my Norton Anthology and 
prayed for a safe answer. 

"I don't know," I said fi
nally. "I guess it preserves the re
ligious attitudes of the time pretty 
well." 

This puzzled my profes
sor. "Well, yeah. But what about 
the writing? What does he do with 
language that's so interesting?" 

What Langland did with 
language that is so interesting, I 
thought, was to create another 
batch of lies memorable and pas
sionate enough to ensure people 
like me would be despised sec
ond-class citizens wherever they 

minds. He has reminded us what 
happens when we try to pretend 
that the ·modem world can mesh 
smoothly with Orthodoxy. His ar
ticle forces us to take a look at the 
institutions which claim they can 
do so and to question such a con
fident statement. Feldman is just 
one of millions in this country 
who have given up on a life gov
erned by halakha. But Feldman's 
particular case gives our commu
nity much to condemn ourselves 
for, if such a person could result 
from what we think 1s a prime 
Modern Orthodox education. 

The word "modern" is often 
misused as a colloquial label. For 
example, my mother will fre
quently use it in a sentence like, 
"There was a very modem crowd 
at that wedding. Lots of skin 
was showing and there was no 

went. 
I couldn't say that, so I 

said nothing. 
"You don't like it, do 

you?" my professor said. 
I shook my head. "It just 

doesn't appeal to me." 
"Why not? Show us 

what exactly you feel Langland 
doesn't do well." 

I could have kicked my
self. They were all looking at me 
now, mystified. The professor had 
said nothing to indicate that dis
liking Langland ~as a viable op
tion. 

"It's very a~ti-Semitic," 

''H kids read this today, 
G-d forbid, 

pogroms would be 
fashionable again." 

I said at last, looking her straight 
in the eye. 

She looked frozen for 
a second, then plunged immedi
ately into the next topic without 
a backwards glance. It happened 
so fast I don't think anyone else 
in the class understood, but you 
don' t get to teach at a second
tier university by being dumb as 
a post; my professor knew who I 
was after that. She never looked 
at me the same way again, and 
though I passed the course, my 
papers encountered a sudden in
crease of friction along the way. I 

mechitza (divider)." Now call 
me a stickler for semantics but 
my usual reply to such a state
ment is, "Mom, don't call them 
'modem'. It gives a positive 
connotation to something that is 
blatantly prohibited. That awful 
word makes it sound like these 
people are doing the cool, hip, 
'modem' thing. Call a spade a 
spade. They're just not frum." 

Harsh? Maybe. Narrow
minded? Perhaps. But the empha
sis is clear. 

would lose points vaguely attrib
uted to 'style' or 'tone' that I had 
never lost before, and my grades 
never regained the level they had 
achieved before that night. 

It was nothing terrible. 
I got my money's worth. I don't 
even believe that the professor 
was anti-Semitic- at least, not 
actively. I doubt she was think
ing 'Take that, Jew! ' every time 
she reduced the percentage at the 
top of my paper. But like many 
seemingly normal, even friendly 
employers and colleagues you 

,,,.. .. ,, rl t lf 1 

encounter out there in secular so-
ciety, when she thinks of Jews at 
all, the images of Shakespeare's 
pound-of-flesh moneylenders or 
the church's god-killers pop up in 
her head. To her, biblical Jews are 
extinct and the modern variety are 
confined to headlines about Isra
el/Palestine, whichever side you 
prefer to believe; they are non
entities in the normal, day-to-day 
life of a pleasant Midwestern 
town. 

And that's the real world. 
You'll encounter different strains 
wherever you go. In places in Eu
rope, it may feel so palpable as 
to smother you; in Kew Gardens, 
you may not notice it at all. But I 
always believed that all Jews, at 
some point in their lives, received 
that gentle punch in the stomach 
which reminds us that we are a 
people in exile. That wherever 
we go, we will always be differ
ent; our opportunities to learn and 
grow among others like us scarce; 
our ability to live together openly 
as a community, particularly so 
large a community as you will 
find in a city like New York, a 
blessing, a gift to cherish and not 
abuse. 

But I must be wrong. 
Recently, two days after finishing 
the course in question, I visited 
Israel for the first time-my fam
ily stayed in Ramat Beit Shem
esh, which is mainly composed of 
religious American immigrants. 
I found that many of my young 
cousins who'd been raised there 
or my parents' friends could not 
conceive of my story. Even those 
who'd grown up outside oflsrael 
were from New York or New Jer
sey, and they could not imagine 
someone who'd never met a Jew 
before, or who could openly say 
the kinds of things which were 
said in my classroom. Anti-Semi
tism they understood; living in Is
rael, surrounded by Arab countries 
and riddled by terrorism, viJ.ulent 
hatred was easy to comprehend. 
But being a small, unht<ard-of mi
nority, so alone in the Heartland 
you can't even support a kosher 
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pizza place? It was a foreign con
cept to my Ramat Beit Shemesh 
hosts. New York, Israel- they'd 
always been surrounded by Jews. 
These were people who had never 
been innocently asked as children, 
'Where are your horns?' 

It's beautiful to be so 
lucky, to always feel legitimate, 
a part of a great nation. But it is 
also rare. 

So if this is your first 
year in YU, your first month on 
campus, I'd like to make a sug
gestion: zoom out and see where 
you are standing. Many of the 
heated debates which saturate 
The Observer and The Commen
tator have their legitimacy, but 
coming from the Midwest, com
ing from fistfuls of Jews scattered 
across the globe-and you will 
meet someone from every comer 
here- many of these arguments 
also feel surprisingly petty and 
near-sight~d. Does YU offer the 
advanced sciences you could get 
at Harvard? Is the learning as in
tense as it was in Jeru~alem with 
the rabbi of your choiee? These 
questions are but footnotes and 
asterisks. The question that unset
tles you as you read these articles, 
and which truly matters, is: did 
you make ~e right choice? 

That question is .for 
you to answer, in your own good 
time. But remember this: YU is 
an opportunity. You have the rest 
of your life to live in 'the real 
world', where you will experi
ence differing levels of tolerance, 
suspicion, and ignorance. This is 
your chance to belong, to study 
and celebrate and form ideas 
about life with people who ulti
mately believe in the same things 
you believe in, whose history you 
are a part of. This is a place where 
Jews of all kinds can gather, shar
ing knowledge and skills, without 
(ear. Where you can dance, every
one can dance on Rosh Chodesh 
or Yom Ha-Atzmaut and scream 
at the top of your lungs, 'Am Yis
roel Chai!' and not beg profes
sors for makeup labs because you 
couldn't come in on Yom Kippur. 
It's not a perfect place on any lev
el; the details need work (that's 
another article). But if you step 
back and look at what the past 
2,000 years have done to the Jew
ish people, what we have suffered 
in country after country, you will 
realize the unprecedented oppor
tunity offered to you by this insti
tution. Seize it while you can. 

After all, as the Norton 
Anthology attests, Langland's not 
going anywhere. . 
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Dignity 
Continued from page 23 

know these people personally. I 
love them, and I honor and respect 
them. There are those of them 
who I view as truly holy. They are 
so similar to me. They are human 
beings trying to muddle through 
life, just like all the rest of us. 

At this non-Jewish high 
school, we had Diversity Day. It 
was the .first time I had truly been 

exposed to literature on the top
ics of racism, women's rights, 
discrimination in the media, and 
all matters having to deal with the 
GLBT community. At the time I 
laughed, since I thought this had 
no practical relevance to me. 

Little did I know that I 
would soon come to meet. a trans
sexual and a lesbian, who were 

Orthodox Jews. These people 
were reviled by their community, 
a community that turned away in 
disgust arid made them feel like 
they were less than human, and 
no longer treated them with dig
nity or compassion. 

ber of the same sex. And there are 
others who refuse to live a lie and 
act as they feel they must to be 
happy. 
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"Am I in place of God?" 

SCWMyths 

I do not say that every 
community responds in this man
ner. There are those who do not 
and we must be proud of them. I 
say that many of us do; many of 
us immediately react with "but 
that's against halakha" or "that's 
disgusting!" And we think we 
know. We think we can judge., 

But this is a private mat
ter. This is a matter between man 
and God. These people ire not 
killing other people, or stealing 
from them. They are not engag
ing in or perpetuating social ills. 
They have not hurt me. They have 
not hurt any human being! 

Yet for this, they are 
shunned, reviled and called cruel 
names. It is the same with what 
I was told of gentiles. Perhaps 
someone on the street wears 
clothes that I .find to be provoca
tive. Is this a social ill? Is this an 
evil directed against me? Ought 
I to respond with judgment and 
with anger? 

Every person deserves 
to be treated with dignity and re
spect, even those whose physical 
or spiritual activities do not cor
respond to our own. As long as 
the person does not perpetuate a 
social ill, and as long as he does 
not hurt other human beings in a 
deliberate manner, his actions are 
his own, especially those that ex
ist between himself and God. 

I am not in place of God, 
and I do not know what God 
thinks. It is not for me to act dif
ferently toward someone because 
his actions place him outside my 
comfort zone. It is for me to at
tempt to understand, to be as kind 
and compassionate as possible, 
to be willing to listen instead of 
judging or generalizing, to be 
willing to hear of the pain that 
others have experienced and what 
led them to their decision, for 
good or ill. To understand is not 
to condone, and I am not God. 

Continued from page 8 

People often view Stern as a 
continuation of high school, 
and refer to it as a ''fake col
lege," where there is no real 
sense of community and stu
dents are only on campus four 
days a week. 

I don't know who these 
people are. Does anybody realize 
what goes on at what they call a 
real college? People are off cam
pus more than they are on, and 
they are drunk more than they are 
sober. I believe that education is 
preparation for life. Students say 
that education is not the real world, 
and college is not the real world. 
They have a debauched existence 
in college and do all these crazy 
things. People have to become 
mature and get with it I think 
our college is the way life is sup
posed to be lived. This is college, 
and these other campuses are an 
aberration, with the crazy things 
that go on and the self-destructive 
behavior, the lack of kavod hab
riot (human dignity), people not 
valuing money and time which 
they invested in their education. 
If you call that college, I call that 
a continuation of high school. I 
think people are confused; they 
don't understand what a yardstick 
is. I think Stem is a very serious 
institution. Maybe what resem
bles the high school experience is 
that they continue to learn Torah. 
But that's not high school- that's 
what kept us alive all these years, 
and that's what makes us special. 
To put down the very thing that I 
think is the core of our identity
you have to do some self reflec
tion. 

Where does this warped per
spective stem from? 

Sexism. Tell me why Ye
shiva College is not considered a 
continuation of high school? It's 

pure and simple sexism. What 
women do is always viewed as 
lesser. 

How can we correct that view? 

We just have to go for
ward with pride. We have to make 
people understand the great facul
ty and students that we have. We 
just have to knock their socks off 
by showing off our tremendous 
accomplishments. 

What image do you want Stern 
to portray? 

I watched the movie 
''Trembling before God" and 
was intensely moved by it. It was 
honest an4 raw and depicted the 
struggle of homosexuals within 
the Jewish community. There 
are those who try their hardest to 
overcome their desire for a mem-

Fashion 
Internship 

In Genesis 50:19, Joseph 
responds to his brothers, who are 
willing to become his slaves, "Am 
I in place of God?" 

Joseph knows his place. 
He does not judge and punish 
his brothers. He does not punish 
them by sending them to become 
slaves. He simply responds, very 
gently, accepting them, their ac
tions and their repentance, saying 

To me, it's an institu
tion that's really a revolution in 
the history of the Jewish people 
because of its commitment to the 
highest level of Jewish studies 
and g_eneral studies for women. 
We don't have. a historical prece
dence for that. It's groundbreaking 
and revolutionary. People are do
ing it [learning] l'shem shamayim 
(for its own sake). They are truly 
interested in growing intellectu
ally and spiritually, and develop
ing their minds and their skills. 
They have the mindset to contrib
ute to society. Women can fulfill 
themselves and take advantage 
of the time we're in and use the 
tools provided to them to maxi
mize their potential. Students 
who are not coming to Stem and 
not concentrating on Judaic stud
ies are squandering an incredible 
opportunity. Stem is truly a revo
lutionary institution and the best 
one, and the women here are car
rying that revolution forward in 
brilliant ways. Whether they are 
teachers of Torah, or physicians, 
social workers, therapists, jour
nalists; whatever they do is done 
with intelligence and empathy. 
They are ~ringing with them the 
best we can hope for in the Jewish 
community. 

Continued from page 13 

elements of couture designs, and 
the styles of early designers. Not 
only was I surrounded by beau
tiful apparel, but I also had the 
opportunity to meet some very 
influential people in the industry. 
I met designers and buyers from 
Abercrombie, Juicy Couture, 
American Eagle, and Josephine 
Chause, among others. 

Women's Summer Kollel 

At one point this sum-· 
mer, my boss received a large 
shipment of vintage cloth. There 
was so much of it lying around the 
showroom that we weren't sure 
where to fit it all. We decided to 
design and sell a special edition, 
vintage bag constructed from this 
excess fabric. I was privileged to 
be part of the design team. I gave 
my input, learned bow to create a 
flat design on the computer, and 
hand-stamped each bag. In total, 
there was enough material for 
about 75 bags. Each bag was dis
tinctive and unique, and they all 
came out really nicely. Half the 
bags were sold to high-end ·retail 
stores while the rest were sold to 
select clientele. After all the hard 
work I put in, I received one of 
these bags as a gift for my ef
forts. 

Continued from page 8 

and Pizza and Parsha, both for 
girls in grades 1-8. 

"The Teaneck Beit Mi
drash is the type of opportunity I 
yearned for in elementary school 
and high school," remarked 
Adatto. "We have put together a 
program that fosters relationships 
with girls who will continue on a 
path oflearning and leadership." 

"While I can say a lot 
about bow the shiurirn at night 
were enjoyable, I think the mes
sage behind them is even stron
ger," commented participant 
Chava Chaitovsky (SCW '08). 
"Women of our generation who 
have had the opportunity to learn 
intensively in Israel, Stem, or oth
er venues often wonder if there is 
anything out there for us after 
we leave those institutions. The 
Teaneck Beit Midrash Program 
made a point of including a con
tinuous series of shiurirn on an 

Comments? Questions? Suggestions? 
Contact sew observer@ gmail.com 

extremely advanced level during 
the evening slot and showing that 
yes, you can work during the day 
and still engage in serious lirnud 
Torah." 

The program, the first 
of its kind at Yeshiva University, 
was intended to provide women 
of all. ages with the knowledge 
and tools to become both Judaic 
scholars and role models for the 
Orthodox community. The highly 
successful program took place at 
Maayanot Yeshiva High School 
for Girls, where it will hopefully 
reconvene next summer. 

"This is an outgrowth 
of our commitment to women's 
leadership and Jewish education," 
said Rabbi Brander. "This unique 
venture follows on the heels of 
Midreshet Yom Rishon, our Sun
day learning program for women 
on the YU campus, the GPATS 
program, and numerous leader
ship fellowships for women. This 
is just the beginning." 
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Rabbi Reiss 
Continued from page 6 

ed that· the female undergraduates 
could still feel the reverberations 
of ttie on goings at RIETS, de
spite the seminary's exclusively 
male constituency. ''Torah educa
tion should emanate through the 
entire YU community," he em
phasized. "There is no reason the 
women at Stem shouldn't benefit · 
from the Torah learning that goes 
on in the yeshiva." 

At ¢e same time, how
ever, Rabbi Reiss noted the im
portance of secular studies, which 
confer YU with the second half of 
its unique Torah U'Madda man
tra. "The philosophy is that we 
need to be proud about who we 
are; to recognize excellence in 
Torah and the value of worldly 
disciplines." 

Loans 
Continued from page 9 

undergraduates. The lenders 
listed represent the diversity of 
options available, ranging from 
larger conglomerates to non
profits and smaller businesses 
specializing in higher education. 

"These five are here 
because we know that you are 
getting good deals [through 
them)," said Friedman." Anybody 
you choose, you'll be fine." 

The five suggested 
lenders are listed horizontally 
and alphabetically, precluding the 
perception that some are preferred 
over others. For the department's 
website, on which the .company 
names could be arranged only 
vertically, efforts were made to 
ensure that the order switched 
each time the page was visited. 

In order for a private 
lender to be included in the 
brochure and on the website, · 
the company must meet the 
university's standards for 
excellent service, in addition to 
other qualifications. Interestingly, 
Student Loan Xpress, a lender 
currently under investigation 
for its questionable ties to the 
deposed financial aid director 
at Columbia, was dropped 
from YU's list after its service 
was deemed unsatisfactory. 

Friedman articulated 
the importance of matching 
students with secure loan policies 
best suited for their individual 
needs. "We're only part of this 
partnership for four undergraduate 
years," he explained. "[The 
students] have ten more years 
of repayment to go with." 

Milstein 
Continued from page 7 

"Our reorganization is 
the first step toward combining 
organizations on several campus
es into a stronger, more coherent 
whole," Milstein elaborated. 

"One of the things the 
university needs to address is 
how the technological infrastruc
ture supports the student body," 
stated Andrea Zalaznlk Burdick, 
director of Institutional Research, 
who will be working together 
with Milstein. 

. . For . instance, when 
many students log on to banner at 
once, it. slows down the process 
for every individual, "like traffic 
congestion on a highway," she 

observed. "We need to work on 
increasing the bandwidth so that 
there will be a better level of con
nectivity to enable niore people to 
use the system at the same time." 

Milstein is confident that 
this problem will be addressed. 
"We are moving rapidly to im
prove the network infrastructure 
for faster, more reliable connec
tivity and other services," he con
fumed. 

He also emphasized that 
the widespread effort to imple
ment technological advancements 
across YU as a whole is not limit
ed to computer system~. The CIO 
is not only concerned with "dra-

matic expansion of bandwidth 
and upgrading network hard
ware," but is also committed to 
"accelerating the introduction of 
new technology in many forms
notebooks, handhelds, etc. - into 
the YU community." 

Milstein has plans to es
tablish a more focused approach 
to problem resolutions as well as 
customer service in lxiformatioJl 
Technology Services. This will 
ensure that users of the techno
logical systems, both faculty and 
students, will be assisted in the 
adjustment to the higher level of 
technology· that is widespread 
across the campuses . . 
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He is thrilled with his 
warm reception by the YU com
munity. "I have been greeted with 
good will, openness, and a desire 
f9r success in improving and ex
panding the use of information 
technology," he remarked. 

. "Having someone ·on 
board like Marc Milstein is good 
for the university as ~ whole," 
Burdick.added. "We have made 
investments in technology that 
on a. whole have advanced the 
university. We have made huge 
strides, and having a strong leader 
like Marc, I'm sure we will make 
even greater strides." 
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