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The sudden death of my father 97"N1 prevented my being able to share
this project with him. It was only after his death that I began my
work and yet there is no one person more responsible for this project
than my father. His ceaseless dedication as a father, teacher and Jew
left an indelible impression upon his children. His wisdom, patience
and love of learning serve as an everlasting example to me and an

infinite source of inspiration.
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ABSTRACT

Rashi's commentaries on the Prophets and Writings have not
received the same scholarly attention as his Fentateuchal commentary.
Numerous supercommentaries have been uwritten on the latter while only
a handful have been uwritten on the former. While a truly critical
editon of Rashi's Pentateuchal commentary is still lacking. the editon
of Berliner, based on the examiation of over one hundred manuscripts.
provides a good foundation for serious study. Of the balance of the
biblical books only Isaiah, Twelve Prophets, Psalms, Ezekiel 40-48,
and the Song of Songs have merited editions on the basis of even a feuw
manuscripts. To date no work has been done on the former prophets.

I, therefore, prepared a critical text based on a representative
sampling of all manuscripts available and a verse by verse annotated

commentary of Rashi's commentary on the Book of Samuel.

Manuscripts

Twenty-three complete Mss. of Rashi's commentary on the Book of

Samuel, written before 1500, were available to me. In order to

determine the relative quality of these Mss. I examined sections

containing Rashi's commentary on I Samuel chpt.1 and I Samuel chpt.

22 in all of them. I Samuel chpt.1l is replete with classic phenomona

characteristic of Rashi's exegesis. 11 Samuel chpt.22, which is

poetic, serves as a Haftarah, and finds its parallel in Psalms 18,

The analysis
designed to determine authenticity, readability and accuracy, allowed

served as an important testing ground for the Mss.

me to narrow down my choice of Mss. to thirteen. The following
criteria enabled me to chose seven of the thirteen for the preparation
of the text: date, origin, La'azim, statistical analysis, and scribal
errors. Review of I Samuel chpts. 2-6, with particular attentjon to

the number of scribal errors lead me to chose the following Mss for



the preparation of the text:
Vienna 24
Oxford Bodleian 2440
London 189.2
Munich 5/1
Oxford Bodleian 297
London 187
Paris 154

Of these Mss. Vienna 24, which I <chose as my primary text.
consistently exhibited the smallest number of scribal errors.

Perusal of the entire commentary of Rashi on Samuel disclosed the
existence of additions in some Mss. Whereas some of these additions
drew wupon rabbinic sources others did not. Those unidentified sources
appear to conform to standard Rashiesque exegesis. These additions may
represent comments added by Rashi's students in the early stages of
the commentary's evolution. These additions and other Mss .
similarities did not enable me to isolate Mss. families.

Insight 1into the development of Rashi's commentary on Samuel was
gleaned from a study of two substantive exegetical

comments in I
Samuel chpt. 1. An in depth study of Mikraot Gedolot and Munich 5/1

yielded additional conclusions of 1importance. I chose to include

Mikraot Gedolot in my critical apparatus as a point of comparison for

the reader. The excessive amount of additions in Mikraot Gedolot were

analized one by one. Also included in the apparatus wag Munich S/1
the earliest dated Rashi Mss.-1233. Munich 5/1 abounds 1ip

additions
and is unique in many respects.

Sources
As 1in his other biblical commentaries, Rashi drew upon a wide

range of sources in writing this work. His exegetica} techniques in

Samuel are not wunlike those employed elsewhere. 1p Samuel he relies

very heavily upon Targum Jonathan. The sparseness of his Samuel

commentary relative to his Pentateuchal commentary, for example, may

be due to the relatively small amount of midrashic

literature on Samuel in contrast to the Pentateuch.

and rabbinic



Rashi's three major sources in his Samuel commentary are: Talmud
and Midrash, Targum Jonathan, and Menahem ibn Saruk and Dunash 1ibn
Labrat. Rashi also makes mention of Rabbuenu Yitzhak HalLevi, Menahem
bar Helbo and R. Kalconymous.

In addition ot these sources a comparison of Rashi's commentary
with the commentaries of R. Yosef Kara, R. Dovid Kimhi, the commentary
ascribed to R. Yosef Kara, and R. Yeshaya D'Trani proved helpful in
undrstanding various comments and Rashi's general exegetical

approach.

Method

Rashi's exegesis in the Book of Samuel includes forays into the
fields of grammar and syntax, philology and linguistics. Here, tco.
Rashi's methods conform to those found in his other biblical
commentaries.

Old French served Rashi as an important exegetical tool and yet a
lack of understanding has lead to neglect of this dimension of Rashi's
exegesis. I have provided the reader, wherever Possible, with the
medieval French term, the modern Freanch equivalent and the Hebrew

definition of the medieval French used by Rashi, for this edition.

Conclusion

The preparation of this edition revealed the full extent of
Rashi's reliance on his rabbinic and medieval sources. The text
presented here is an attempt to recover Rashi's original commentary as
it stood before the accretions of later hands. I hope that the work
presented here will be of use to scholars and Students of Rashi and

his writings.
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