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Convention Elects W ohlherg President 
MEN'S CLUB 

CONVENTION SUCCESS 

Expectations for a record crowd at 
the Association of Men's Clubs Con
vention in the Brunswick Hotel in 
Lakewood for November 16-18 week
end were realized. Many clubs were 
anxious �o have delegates participate 
in the workshops and sessions to 
bring home reports to their res
pective clubs. The interest in the 
Convention among men's clubs, ge
nerated by the Association's able re
presentatives, reflects the vigor and 
energy which characterizes the As
sociation's program. 

The Convention weekend consist
ed of a combination layman's re
treat and men's club institute. On 
Shabbat delegates heard colleague Kla
perman deliver a talk on his visit 
to Russia, colleague Wohlberg deliver 
a talk on "The Sabbath" in his incom
parable style, and many other pro
minent speakers. Saturday night was 
entertainment night and delegates en
joyed shows, music and a grandiose 
smorgasbord. On Sunday there was 
a sp0(;id la<lier;' p!•ogra�, -vtl?.iJe. the 
men heard our own Prof. Hurwitz 
conduct an audience participation 
workshop on Jewish content program
ing. Business sessions, reports and 
elections followed and the day con
cluded with a banquet at which col
league Lookstein was principal speak
er. 

All rabbis were urged to send dele
gates and reserve as early as possible. 
Many colleagues were accompanied by 
their delegation to this well program
med weekend. 

The Association guaranteed that any 
delegate attending the Convention will 
return enthused and replete with new 
idem; on the Men's Club, its program
ming and organization. And so it was. 

For details and literature on the As
sociation write to the Association of 
Men's Club e/o Yeshiva or to colleague 
Spiro's Program Department, which is 
advisor to the Association. 

The 13th Rabbinic Alumni Conven
tion was held in Spring Valley, New 
York this year at Rubenfeld's Monsey 
Park Hotel and unanimously elected 
Harry I. Wohlberg to succeed Joseph 
H. Lookstein. The gathering created 
a glowing enthusiasm and inspira
tion,.,.i�,-. aU ,participants.-- - Nature 
seemed to reflect the warm comradely 
atmosphere as it offered a delightful 
set of Indian Summer cloudless days 
for the convention. The resultant out
door sessions injected an informal con
versational element into the discus
sions so that they resembled a family 
circle. 

This year the main theme of the 
convention was "New Horizons in 
Jewish Education". Our colleagues 
offered presentations with a diversity 
of views and penetrating analyses on 
successful examples of certain aspects 
of the rabbinate relating to education. 
The collective pattern revealed an 
earnest and self-sacrificing effort on 
the part of colleagues to bring young
sters to Torah, giving up personal 
time and comfort for this goal. 

The first session on Monday eve
ning October 1st, witnessed the offi
cial opening of our convention with 

Dr. Joseph Schwartz opening the din
ner session. Joseph H. Lookstein, in
troduced our distinguished alumnm; 
who is presently director of the Is
rael Development Corp., which is th(; 
official Israel Bonds sales agency. An 
enlightening and inspiring talk en
sued. 

The evening session featured com
mittee reports, indicating the assid
uous progress of our organization in 
many fields of endeavor. It was 
heartening to learn of the dedicated 
efforts of a few select colleagues to 
bring general welfare to our alumni. 

On Tuesday morning, October 16th, 
our worthy past president, Joseph 
Lookstein, delivered his presidential 
address. It represented a major study 
and analysis of problems pertaining 
to Jewish education and was present
ed in his inimitable manner. Various 
members of the C.S.D. presented their 
annual reports of achievement. A most 
spirited participation of alumni fol
lowed which showed the great stride:,; 
towards consolidation of Yeshiva 
ideals in the eommunity but also 
pointed to the great task that still lies 
ahead in the outlying regions in need 

(Co11tin11eil on Page 6) 
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I Editor's Prerogative I 
There are issues of pressing nature 

which await authoritative Halachic 

resolution. Both in Israel and in this 

country, problems arising out of our 

technological age and changed pat

terns of thinking, demand bold Ha

lachic analysis and decision. To linger 

in irresolution is fraught with danger 

for, then, expediency and rationaliza

tion will have their play. 

In our rabbinic labors, numerous 

problems plead for consideration by 

g'dolirn conversant with the American 

Jewish scene. The pitfalls of new inno

vations, the implications of changing 

modes, the dangers implicit in modified 

procedures, - these warrant serious 

study by our authoritative scholars. 

The practicing rabbi must take a 

stand, and, de facto, render a decision 

by commission or omission. The de

tachment of the Bais Hamedrash with 

its relative insulation is a luxury not 

given to us. As Bnai Yeshiva, we wish 

to implement G-d's will as revealed 

through the Halacha. However, the 

press of problems and the challenge 

of our work requires adaptability 

which, with proper Halachic guidance, 

can be confined within the discipline 

of our traditions. 

The Halachic paper by Norman 
Lamm on Late Friday Services is, 

therefore, a most welcome treatment 
of a topically pressing problem. Irre

spective of the final "Halacha La' 

Maisa," this paper has already evoked 

a spirited correspondence and avid 

discussion. We pray for continued 

such efforts by colleagues to clarify 

the challenging problems of our day. 

Abraham R. Besdin 

Our Rushe Hayeshiva 
--~~----� By JACOB GOLDBERG 

One of the most distinctive and 
many-faceted personalities of our 
Yeshiva family is our beloved Re bbi 
of the month, 

N11�''i!U pN.i'1;:; 1i1 Jii1N ;:;ii1 
Teacher of eminence, Darshan par 

excellence, Rabbi of prominence, Com
munity Leader of achievement, Rabbi 
Burack has busily distinguished him
self in many careers, and has labored 
fruitfully on many branches of the 
L-rd's vineyard. Foremost among 
his labors of love, he counts his pleas
urable duties as Rosh Yeshiva for the 
last 37 year at our alma-mater. 

Rabbi Burack received his Rabbinic 
education at the Telzer Yeshiva, and 
was given Smicha by Hagaon R'Y osel 
Leib Bloch and the Lomzer Rov, Ha
gaon R' Yehuda Leib Gordon. Coming 
to America just before the first World 
War iu 1914, he became associated 
with Yeshiva (at that time on Henry 
St.) almost immediately thereafter, 
and began his Shiur in Talmud in 
1919. Since that time, he has been an 
uninterrupted inspiration and source 
of guidance for literally thousands of 
talmidim, hundreds of whom have 
gone on to Smicha and careers in the 
rabbinate. 

Rabbi Burack has always been 
recognized as one of the most articu
late and effective speakers of our 
Roshe Yeshiva. On many occasions -
both of simcha and sorrow - he has 
been the spokesman for the Rabbis 
and student body. Frequently the fea-

tured speaker at a Chanukah or Purim 
Chagiga, some of our choicest memo
ries of student life are bound up with 
the majestic picture of this beloved 
figure, earnestly speaking a rich, 
image-full, oratorical Yiddish-plead
ing, inspiring, persuading and charg
ing us with the higher duties of being 
a Yeshiva-bochur first and a Jew 
always. His zeal and devotion to 
Torah have not lessened with the 
years, as his many friends and former 
students testify when renewing their 
friendships with him. 

Rabbi Burack has occupied the pul
pit of the Cong. Ohel Moshe Chevra 
Thilirn in Brooklyn, since his coming 
to America, and was elected to life 
tenure in his congregation more than 
thirty years ago - the first orthodox 
Rabbi to achieve this mark of honor 
and respect in America. He is the 
Chairman of the Vaad Harosh of the 
Mizrachi and vice-President of the 
Agudas Ho-rabonim. The list of his 
active affiliation and leadership in 
the cause of Torah and the orthodox 
Jewish Community would take up 
much of this page. Our own Yeshiva 
honored him in 1954 with the hono
rary degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

He has only happy comments to 
ma,ke on the inspiring and inspired 
expansion of Yeshiva under Dr. Bel
kin's leadership. The Yeshiva has 
grown in quantity and quality. "The 
·bochurim," he says, "zeinen arein 
getift in lernin vi in di groseh Yeshi
vas in Europe." He is too modest to 
add that his own devoted ministra
tions have played an important part 
in our Yeshiva's growth. This testi
mony we, his talmidim, gratefully 
add. 

Our Rabbi has published the high
lights of his scholarly chidushirn in 
his Sef er, Pirchei Aaron, in two 
volumes on Halacha, Hagoda and 
Droosh. He and his beloved Rebitzen 
Esther (the daughter of the well 
known R'Ayliyohu Inselbach) have 
seen nachas from their two sons and 
daughter, and grandchildren. We 
wish to extend to him and to his dear 
family our best wishes for continued 
joy and achievement. We who have 
been nourished by his wisdom in the 
past know his great value to the 
Yeshiva and its students which he 
will render in the years to come. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Dear Rabbi Fisch 
c/o "Fisch Pond'' 

Newport Neu:s, Va. 

We, the undersigned children of Rabbi Samuel Adel·11wn want yon to know 
that our Daddy was in R'ussiff la:::t summer a.lso. 

Please refer hack to yow· rol11111n under "Krusehia/. New.�·• 
Sincerely youro, 
Rif ka, Deborah, Shulan/;ith 
and Mordecai Adelrnan 
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Conducted by Joseph Weiss 

THE LATE FRIDAY SERVICE IN 

THE LIGHT OF HALACHA 
By Norman Lamm 

(Continued from Previous Issue) 

The Time Element B: 
The next phase of our analysis of 

the time-element does not involve the 
matter of Tosefes Shabos and the fear 
that a Late Service will result in its 
violation, but concerns a totally dif
ferent though less severe question. 
And that is the subject of Orach Arah 
,ir Derech Eretz. The source of this 
argument is Shabos 23b where the 
Talmud relates that the wife of R. 
Joseph was late in kindling the can
dles. Her husband rebuked her for 
her negligence, on the basis of a 
Breisoh that: 
i17'7 lll�i1 11�)11 C�1' 1li1i1 11�i1 lll1�' �7 
'"lll1 - lll� 11�)17 C'7lll� 1li1 11�i1lll 1�7� 

,::lil::i �i1,� n,1� ��7� 
His wife then began to kindle the 
lights much earlier when, we read, 
"1'1i?' �7lll 1:17:11 �l'l11 �::lO �1i1i1 i17 1�N 

,n�, �71 
The following should be mentioned 
with regard to this thesis: 

1) As stated, Rashi refers to it as 
Orach Arah, and it is thus of a lower 
level of severity, since it does not in
herently involve the essential laws of 
Shabos. Further evidence in support 
of Rashi that this does not touch on 
the question of Kdooshas Hayoim can 
be adduced from Yalkut Shimoni 
(Bshalach 230) where we read as fol
lows: 
'i1 ;,,111;, ,� r,� ,,, ,,�,, ::i1n::i;, �::i 
''i1' C"i? mm ,1�i7lll 1i1 11111::llll '::l1i1 

n�it lll�i1 11�i1 
2) Even more important in this 

connection is the possibility that this 
entire episode of R. Joseph and his 
wife, and the dictum of Hahoo Sava, 
does not refer to the Sabbath candles 
but to the Chanukah candles. Such is 
the reading of Bahag, Hilchos Chanu
lcah. A similar conclusion may be de
rived from a study of the text of R. 
Asher (assuming that all references 
to N er on that folio are consistent; 
�f. text of Alfasi), although the Vil
no Gaon emends the text with the 
word Ji:Jtt' indicating that the 
�ntire discourse refers to both Shabos 
0md Chanukah. Maimonides mentions 
the prohibition of Loi Yakdim Vloi 
Yaacher as a unit only with regard 
to Chanukah in Hilchos Chanukah 
Perek 5, Halacha 5, and not in regard 
to Shabos: in the laws of the latter 
(Perek 8 Halacha 3), he only men
tions the prohibition of lateness, not 
earliness. 

3) Another possible proof of our 
thesis, though admittedly debatable, 
is the fact that this statement by 
H ahoo Sciva that Loi Yakdim Vloi 
Y aacher, is mentioned verbatim with 
regard to a totally different topic, 
that of 11::lltil Ci1 1'111'lll1� 11�7llli1 
(c:AA R,pf1,-.l1nc, Qh\ ri-11,.o. oil"Yl-ilovi+·p• �a.o.rr1c< 

to be more than mere literary coinci
dence and would perhaps indicate that 
Rashi is right, that it is only a mat
ter of Ora ch Arah [2 l see notes of 
editor], and therefore transcends the 
boundaries of Shabos and does not 
concern the essential laws of Shabos. 

4) A possible connection b€tween 
this "sugya" and our problem may be 
found in the commentaries Tosafos 
R'Yehuda Hachasid and Tosafos Ha
rosh, [3) see notes of editor,] who, in 
identical language, attempt to recon
cile this exhortation of Sheloi Yakdim 
with the practice of Rav which was 
directly contrary to it - the custom 
of Rav of praying the Maariv of Shab
os on Fridays before sunset, and ac
cepting upon himself the Kdooshas 
Shabos from that time on. They re
solve the seeming contradiction as 
follows: the prohibition of earlinest
ap2!.i�,i,o,gly"',·l".h_� the_ :'.SW�'' 
(i.e. praying the Maariv or candle
lighting) called Mlachah Shel Koidesh 
by R. Nissim in his commentary on 

Alfasi, Sab. 23b, s.v. 71,,��1�1 
is performed without a concomitant 
voluntary acceptance of Kdooshas 
Shabos and the consequent obligation 
to desist from Mlachah. Where Shabos 
is concurrently accepted, then one can
not rightly speak of Issur Hakdamah, 
for the latter term refers to a Shabos
act performed prior to the Shabos; 
and since the sanctity of the Shabos 
is submitted to at that time then, 
subjectively, Shabos already exists 
for that person and there is no ele
ment of earliness involved. Without 
this voluntary acceptance of the pro
hibitions of Shabos simultaneously 
with the performance of the Shabos 
act, there is in force the Issur Hakd� 
mah which refers precisely to this 
discrepancy between his particular 
deed and his subjective acceptance of 
Shabos. 

According to this interpretation of 
the prohibition of Sheloi Yakdim 
which maintains the existence of a 
prohibition whenever the Shabbos-act 
is not simultaneous with the begin
ning of Shabos-observance, the same 
might apply to in�, �7lll. . (And in 
that case we would not have to assign 
two different reasons, one to earliness 
and one to lateness, as we must ac
cording to Rashi). That is the basic 
premise of the prohibition - the time
lag between the Shabos-act and Shab
os-observance - would apply to late
ness as well as earliness, [ 4) see notes 
of editor] (in principle, though not 
in practice, since it is inconceivable 
that R. Joseph's wife kindled the 
lights after sunset). Thus, since our 
Late Friday Service, as the Shabos
act ( usually the only one for the peo
ple who attend it) is considerably 
later than the factual beginning of 
Shabos-observance, that lack of simul
taneity would account for its illegal
ity, in much the same way that early 
kindling of the Shabos candles is in
valid if Shabos is not observed there
with, or that early Maariv of Satur
day night on Saturday before sunset 

Finally, let me say that these con
siderations are mentioned only cur
sorily, in the hope that someone will 
he sufficiently interested to pursue the 
matter further, particularly with a 
view to defining more clearly both 
the nature and limits of this prohi
bition, and particularly the nature of 
Orach Arah. I also want to repeat my 
previous suggestion, that even if we 
should derive a prohibition on the 
basis of these views of the commen
taries of R. Asher and R. Yehudah 
Ha'chassid, we still have leeway be
cause of the considerable opinion that 
the Talmud refers exclusively to 
Chanukah, not Shabos, and even if it 
does refer to the latter, the matter 
of Orach Arah can probably be suc
cessfully circumvented. 
The Time Element C: 

Our third field of inquiry concern
ing the time-element in these Late 
Services deals with the fear that a 
formal and regularly scheduled Late 
Service might encourage the desecra
tion of the Sabbath between the time 
of sunset and the beginning of these 
services. There is the possibility that 
we might, by accommodating those 
who do not observe the Shabos, give 
the erroneous impression of sanction
ing the violation of Shabos and coun
tenancing the unarticulated impres
sion that the Sabbath really begins at 
8 or 8 :30 P.M. during the winter 
months. 

Support for this Chashash may be 
read into the words of Tosaf os quoted 
previously. In that same Tosafos, we 
read a further reason for prohibiting 
11::llll::l lll"l1� 7lll (except under the 

special circumstances previously dis
cussed): 
?lV ',',:mi171 7'1::li17 C'1i1�� N7lll ��,lll�1 
�::)'llln 1i1 ,10� i1::l�7�::l Cl1 11::llll::l lll"lt1� 

It is my feeling that Tosaf os here in
tended more than a statement of fact
ual history - that indeed the pray
ing of the Saturday night Maariv 
was not done before sunset of the 
Sabbath beeaus� work was · forbidden 
anyway. I think Tosaf os meant not 
only to record a de facto restriction, 
but a de jure interdiction, because of 
the fear that an early Maariv might 
inspire premature Mlachah and hence 
Chilol Shabos. 

But even if we should stubbornly 
deny this interpretation of Tosafos, 
we have the unequivocal decision of 
Maharshal (quoted by Bach 29 3) as 
follows: 
11:Jlll::l lll"l1� 7lll ',',:,r,, �7lll l1i1l '::li1 
71n 11::llll 111llli1; o,::i,7 �1;,· ;,,�r, ,:i,, 

')1:it 7j?i17 �::l' ��lll llln'�7 '�l �::l'�1 
.i1::l�7�:J 

And that same apprehension is easily 
transposed to our case of the Late 
Friday Service: formalize the Tfi,lois 
Kabolas Shabos at a late hour, and 
people will unconsciously infor that 
Shabos does not begin until then, and 
hence violate the Shabos in this in
terim period. 

This Gezeirah suggested by lvlahar
-�lwl could easily be accepted by Tosa
f os. The latter do not presume any 

//1,...,.,_,,1.;= �•,..,,.7 ,,,, D,·,�� ,t\ 
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The Late Friday Service ( Cont'd ) 
controversy amongst the Amoraim 
conceTning the question of prevenient 
Saturday night Maariv services, and 
therefore apply their restrictions of 
Oiness Ultzoirach Mitzvoh, on the 
basis of Tosefes Shabos Mdoireisoh, 
according to the unanimous consent 
of all Amoraim. Similarly all 
A1noraim would allow the prevenient 
Saturday Night Services only in ex
tenuating circumstances, but disallow 
them otherwise, for reasons of Chas
hash I ssur Mlachah as developed by 
Maharshal, just as they do for rea
sons of Tosefes Shabos Mdoireisoh. 
The same would hold true for the Late 
Friday Service, which would therefore 
be ruled out by unanimous consent. 

According to the interpretation of 
the Netziv, however, (who maintains 
that the matter of .n::iiv::i iv"::i11;) ,iv 
is a point of contention between Rav 
and Shmm�l, and by no means unani
mous, with Shmuel unconditionally 
permissive and Rav imposing the re
strictions mentioned) ,  the interdiction 
of the Maharshal is acceptable only 
by Rav, and not by Shmuel, who 
would reject this stricture along with 
that of Tosef es Shabos. 

Whatever the interpretation of our 
particular Talmudic passage, Maim
onides' unconditional decision in fa
vor of both early Friday and early 
Saturday night services controverts 
the stricture of Maharshal. Raavad too 
would agree with Maimonides, be
cause his sole objection was on the 
basis of the impossibility of Smichas 
Geulah Letfiloh. Had Raavad felt that 
there was a valid Chashash Issur Mla
chah, he would certainly have given 
that reason priority over the one he 
does mention. 

What we remain with in this third 
phase of the time-element, is that the 
Chashash Issur Mlachah too must be 
resolved as a difference between the 
Chachmei Ashkenaz and Sforad or, if 
we accept the analysis of Netziv, a 
difference between Rav and Shmuel. 
The "Trans-Halachic" Issues: 

At this point I want to touch briefly 
on what I have called the "trans
halachic" issues. When we investigate 
the problem of the Late Friday Serv
ice in its totality, rather than concen
trate on any one single facet, we find 
that two conflicting tendencies pre
sent themselves to us. 

On the one hand, there exists a ten
dency to forbid the Late Friday Serv
ice, especially in the modified form 
soon to be presented, for reasons of 
0'1;)::,n 1!,i::l�lt' !,i::l�I;) 'Uiv ,1111:,,r,ri l(� 
and the very desire to accommodate 
Amei Haaretz who are Mechalelei 
Shabos - in fact, because they are 
M echalelei Shabos. Establishing the 
usual Friday night Maariv at a later 
hour, or formulating some different 
kind of synthetic Late Friday Service, 
might conceivably be regarded as 
Shinui Matbeyah. The fact that some 
Orthodox synagogues will hold these 

Late Friday Services and others will 
not, all within this one country, leads 
to a problem of Loi Sisgoidedoo which 
must seriously be considered with re
gard to· a number of other new prac
tices as well. The very creation of 
new customs is in itself objection
able ; Rabenu Tam has referred to 
such Minhagirn as !,ii£ll;)1, C"lil':,, 

1"1;)l'1 11;)'0 p�,,. ,:i,,I;), c,,,::i:i. ,�,iv 
The idea of changing an accepted 
form practiced by observant Jews in 
order to please and win over the non
observant was frowned upon by a 
number of our greatest sages. Thus, 
Rabenu Tam writes to his opponent, 
Rabenu Meshulam, the following : 
C!,i ::i,,!,il;) i1l'1Niv c,,ivl;) ,,,,;, 7iv!:ll ,n, 
;,::im Nl'1!,i11;)iv ,!,i 1po1;,, ,,iv .nr,::i;, 
l1'1j;,l'1 N1,1 C'l;):ln '1'1;)1,r, C!,i ::ii1!,il;) ''i1l'11 
1N::li1N ,N .N"' - "l'11!:l01l'1i1 ''!,i::l,,) C1j;'l;)i1 

(64 111;)!,i -
I.might a<lc.Lin p�ssing, that in our 

case we must give very careful and 
weighty consideration to the possi
bility that this very accommodation 
cf the non-observant by providing a 
Late Friday Service, may very well 
result in a de-emphasis of the regu
lar Saturday morning services and 
a dimunition of attendance at these 
:,,ervices. 

On the other hand, there is equally 
cogent reasoning arguing for the 
Late Friday Service. Sheloi Tinoil 
Deles Bifnai Hashovi·m is an old and 
honored principle in our Tradition. 
And we must in all honesty acknowl
edge the fact that there are people 
who, as a result of their regular at
tendance at these Late Friday Serv
ices, are drawn closer to Kanf ei Shech
inah. I do not believe that we have 
the moral right to react with indif
ference and even callousness to the 
innate desire of these people to re
tain some affiliation and identification 
1vith Torah, however, tenuous. Nor 
have we the moral right to despair of 
them and discard a whole segment of 
Jewry as hopeless. We all may quote, 
to be sure, the words of Maimonides 
in his Manwr Kidush Hashem where 
he writes : 
01NI;),, r,::iiv '""I;) v'n,;,, '1Ni U'N 
l'11::il;)i1 l'1"iv!,i, cr,rl;), c::iivl;) N'N cmN 
m::ii::i !,iiv!:l cN !,iiv1!:li1iv ,,,r, ,iv,!:l ,::i:i, 
PN1 1l'11N C''::lj?I;) 1,1,!:)r,;,1, 0"l:li1':J1, N::l'iv:l 
,,::i,I;) .m 1,!,i 1:ll;)01 , 7rr::i :i.illl;) ,::i C'li11l 
�1,1;)1, :Jl:i.' ':l :Jl:,,1, 1T1::l' N1, .il"!,i i11;)1,iv 
c;,iv 1,Niiv' '!,iiv1£l1, 1T1::l' 1,N ,::l!,ii' ':l 1iv!:ll 

.l'11::il;) ::ll).1, i.no::i C'N::l 
Admittedly there are some differences 
between the two cases. But can any
one deny that there are similarities 
too, and that the spirit of Maimonides' 
exhortation applies to our situation as 
well ? May not our people too be in -
eluded in the category of those who 
are hungry of soul and who come to 
"steal Mitzvos ?" 
Summary: 

What we remain with, therefore, 
is considerable weight on either side. 
Halachically, we have the following :  

a) the Time Element, with regard 

to Tosefes Shabos finds Rav and 
the Ashkenazic Rishonim pro
hibiting, and Shmuel and the 
Sephardic sages permitting. 

b) the Time Element with regard 
to the principle of Shloi Yakdim 
Vloi Yaacher depends on the in
terpretation of the Talmudic pas
sage and on certain textual 
emendations which determine 
whether we are here concerned 
with a case of Shabos or Chan
ukah or both ; the novellae of 
R. Asher and R. Y ehudah Ha' -
Chassid and their effect on our 
problem ; and the question of the 
legal power and value of the con
cept of Orach Arah which still 
wants definitive analysis and 
proper Halachic formulation. 

c) the Chashash Jssur Mlachah 
which again refers to the same 

- controversy: betweeg J�ay and 
Shmuel and Tosafos and Maim
onides. 

And finally "trans-halachically" we 
can invoke both restrictive and per
missive attitudes, both of which co
exist in Jewish thought. 
Post-Script 

How can the problems we have 
raised be solved to our satisfaction. 
My personal feeling is that it would 
be best to do away with any form of 
Late Friday service, provided we can 
otherwise care for those who "come 
to steal Mitzvos" because they are 
"hungry of soul." If it can be done, 
so much the better. 

But if that condition cannot be met, 
we have perhaps lost more than gained 
by eliminating these services. Our 
typical American Jew is a new species 
of Marrano, who is coerced into 
varieties of apparent apostasy not by 
the brutality of the Church but by 
the more powerful force of social con
vention and the pressure for conform
ity to upper middle class mores. We 
cannot justify a policy of abandoning 
people merely because we cannot re
solve a difference of Rishon:im. Re
sponsibility demands of us some more 
serious attempt to solve the problem. 

At the Mid-Winter conference, 
where this paper was presented in 
its more elaborate original form, I 
suggPsted a program whereby the 
service would be so modified that none 
of the major Halachic opinions dis
cussed would be violated, and whereby 
the service would still serve the pur
pose for which it came into being. 
That program and its Halachic justi
fications are too lengthy to be given 
here. Perhaps the editors of "Chavru
sa" will publish them in some later 
issue. I shall be glad to communi
cate with any of our colleagues inter
ested in the further development of 
the ideas here presented. 

Let me conclude with but this : It 
is not a happy circumstance that has 
made it necessary for us to deal so 
seriously with the Late Friday Serv-

(Continued on Page 5) 
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By Emanuel Holzer 

Jonah E. Caplan 

Jonah E. Caplan received his 
Smicha in 1931 and began rabbinat
ing at the Miami Jewish Orthodox 
Cong. ( 1931-1933 ) .  From there he 
went to Cong. Ahavath Sholom, Provi
dence, R. I. ( 1933-1935) and then to 
Astoria, L. I. After serving for six
teen years as spiritual leader of Cong. 
Beth El, in Astoria, ( 1935-1951) he 
was called to Cong. Rodfei Sholom in 
San Antonio, Texas ( 1951-1954) . He 
then assumed the pulpit of Cong. 
Kneseth Israel in Miami Beach, and 
in 1956 became the Regional Director 
for Yeshiva University in Miami 
Beach. 

Jonah is a past Vice-President of 
the New York Board of Rabbis, a 
past President of the R.C.A. L.I . 
Region and the L.I. Division of the 
American Jewish Congress. The first 
President of the L.I. Zionist Youth 
Commission, . he also served as one 
of eight delegates from Long Island 
to the American Jewish Conference 
during World War I. He played a 
vital role in orthodoxy in L.I. and 
brought back many young people to 
Judaism. 

Jonah is married to the former 
Lena Herman and has three children. 
Faith, 19, a Junior at Stern College, 
Shulamith, 16 attending the local 
High School, and Shlomo, 9 attending 
the Hebrew Academy of Miami Beach. 

While in San Antonio, Jonah es
tablished the Hillel Academy, con
verted many Jews to Shmiras Shabbos 
and Kashered several homes. 

Jonah thinks the modern rabbi can 
best influence others by his own ex
emplary conduct. He feels there should 
be more emphasis in the training pe
riod on what is the role of the Rabbi 
in the active Rabbinate and how his 
own personal life can be a great factor 
in achieving this desirable end. 

Samuel Berliant 

Samuel Berliant received his Smicha 
in 1929 (5689) and began his rab
binic career at Congregation Adas 
Kodesh, Wilmington, Delaware ( 1929-
1 931 ) . He next assumed the spiritual 
leadership of Cong. Tifereth Israel of 
Jackson Heights, L. I. where he has 
served for the past twenty-five years. 
Samuel received his B.A. degree from 
City College and his M.A. in Sociology 
from Columbia. 

Communal activity seems to be his 
forte. A most active personality in 
the Rabbinical Council of America, he 
has held numerous executive posts 
there culminating in the presidency 
1951-52. His sincere devotion to the 
Boy and Girl Scout movement netted 
him the posts of Jewish Religious 
Advisor to the Religious Policy Com
mittee of the Girl Scouts, Chairman 
of . the , Religious Advisory . Commis
sion on Kashruth of the Metropolitan 
Jewish Committee on Scouting dur
ing which he organized the Kosher 
Kitchen of Ten Mile River Scouting 
Camp, and member of the National 
Jewish Committee on S c o u t i n g  
through which he helped institute the 
N er Tamid A ward. As chairman of 
the Orthodox delegation to the Divi
sion of Religious Activities of the 
Jewish Welfare Board he was instru
mental in arranging the voluntary 
draft and procurement program for 
Orthodox Jewish Chaplains. 

Our hero is married to the former 
Miriam Flanzer of Chicago and has 
three children, Sandra Rifka 11 ,  Ben 
Zion 9, who attend the Yeshiva 
of Central Queens, and Yetta Yola 4 
who helps her mother. 

Orthodoxy has progressed in Jack
son Heights, L. I. Today Tifereth Is
rael is the largest and proudest syna
gogue in the area. Through the dyna-

Late Friday Service 
( Continued from Page 4) 

ice. But it is a fact, and though re
grettable we cannot wish it out of 
existence. The Late Service is rapidly 
becoming an accepted institution in 
many synagogues throughout the 
country, and if we will not devote our 
attention and intellectual efforts to 
solving the problem Halachically, 
then likely as not it will become the 
accepted norm without the benefit of 
Halachic judgement and influence. 
Orthodoxy cannot afford many more 
such "solutions." 

EDITOR'S NOTES 

2) The motive of Orach Arah given by 
Rashi is against the early kindling 
of the Shabbos lights. Against late 
lighting meaning, very close to the 
start of Shabos, no reason is given, 
-- it is obviously for fear of Chilul 
Shabos. The lesson of Ora�h Arah de
rived from the Breisoh about the 
A mood A nan should rather encour
age a late Kabolas Shabos except for 
the lighting of candles which can't 
be done because of Chilul Shabos. 

3) Tosafos in Brochos 27 already gives 
the same explanation. 

4) The author's definition of Shabos-act 

needs clarification. There are ob
viously many Shabos-acts such as the 
Tefiloh and Seudois Shabos which 
come at various times throughout the 
Shabos. If the author attaches the 
character of Shabos-act to Maariv be
cause it ushers in the Shabos, it should 
be noted that this is true only if 
M a a r i v is recited before the 
Zman. At the Zman, Shabos is au
tomatically here with no need of ac
cepting it. Afterwards the M aariv 
is the same as Shacharis in the 
morning. 

* * * 

EDITOR'S NOTE : Our next issue will pub-
lish a D'var Halacha by Joseph Weiss and 
correspondence from alumni on Norman 
Lamms' article. 

mic efforts of its energetic rabbi the 
congregation is in the forefront of 
every communal drive and is looked 
upon for leadership by all national 
organizations. All elements in the 
community harmoniously devote their 
efforts to the congregation and its 
ideals. 

For Samuel, the greatest challenge 
tc Orthodoxy today is to evolve a 
creative plan to serve the communal 
needs of Jewry. He feels that Yeshiva 
can extend its influence through 
trained leadership in all fields of 
American life, chaplaincy and educa
tion as well as rabbinic programs, 
being examples of what can be done. 
Samuel looks forward to a time when 
a rigid criterion for every Jewish ac
tivity seeking public acclaim as a 
traditional project, such as synagogue, 
Jewish education, Kashruth, etc., will 
be set and standards met in order to 
merit community support. 
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Within the Four Ells RABBINIC WELFARE What are our needs which warrant 
by Theodore L. Adams our attention. I will list them as fol-

by Irving A . .Margolies 

Work on the new seven-story dormitory 

which will house 500 students and cost 
$1 ,500,000, is now in steady progress. The 
new dorm will incorporate many progres-

sive innovations such as single rooms 

accommodating two students that can be 

easily sub-divided into two private rooms 

by prefabricated partitions, built-in fur

niture designed to provide maximum space 

for clothing, books, etc. ,  and ample storage 
space. Also, the peripheral arrangement 

of the built-in furniture will render each 
room suitable for study group seminars, 

commonly called 
.. 
Cram sessions." The 

dorm will, in addition, contain administra-

tive offices , faculty suites , an infirmary, 

study hall, kitchens, and dining rooms. 

?!ans also call for a progressive 1 ·1t ortho

dox synagogue with a prefab mechitza for 

visiting 
.. 

Sternists," lounges and terraces 

that will make the place the social hub of 

the entire campus. Incidentally, this build-

ing will extend our campus suothward to 

1 84th Street and eastward to Laurel Hill 

Terrace overlooking a spectacular view of 

the Harlem River. 

Yeshiva University is now the bene-

ficiary of scholarship grants from govern

ment and big industry. Yeshiva was one 

of the three top universities chosen for a 

grant of $136,296 by the National Institute 
of Mental Health to be used 

.. 
for the 

training of theological students in the 

principles of mental health." The others 

are Harvard and Loyola Universities. 

Rabbi Fred Hollander '46, who directs the 
Institute for Pastoral Psychiatry of the 

New York Board of Rabbis, has been 

named to direct the program. 

Big corporations like General Motors, 

Standard Oil of New Jersey, U. S. Steel 

and the Colgate-Palmolive Co. are now 

buying shares on Y.U. Stock Exchange by 
.. 
investing in the future of our nation 

through the training of young people 

spiritually and culturally." Nor have the 

faculty members of Y.U. been forgotten -

the Ford Foundation recently allocated 

over $200,000 to be utilized solely for 

faculty salary increases . . .  It's about time 

·•we" gave them a raise . .  . 

Three cheers (not of the Bronx variety) 

to the Bronx Tremont Hebrew School which 

turned over its assets of $85,000 to Yeshiva. 
fhe school was razed by the city to make 

way for the Cross Bronx Expressway lead

ng to Yeshiva University and the George 

Washington bridge . . 
Here is an interesting 

.. 
vacation item" 

rou may have missed. It's the story about 

he first cowboy in Yeshiva's history. The 

:listinction belongs to a T.A. student, 

\.fichael Zuckerman, 1 6, whose ambition to 
i>ecome a veterinarian led him to spend 

he summer at work and play on the vast 
proirie lands of South Dakota. At the 

1ome of 
.. 
Bronco Lou" Sinykin, Michael 

found a strictly kosher ranch, and in ex

:hange for Bar Mitzvah lessons which he 

Jave to Broncho Lou's children, he received 

iome valuable experience in farming, 

:attle and horse ranching and a glorious 

racation in the fabled lands of the West 
o boot. The Sinykin family also have one 

een-age daughter, 

The Intangibles in Welfare lows : 1) physical 2) personal 3) so-

In previous articles, I have dis- ���
I

d, cYo����g, P�[:l[:;: e;:rci�:
q

:
i

�� cussed tangible aspects of rabbinic 
welfare. Social security, health and relaxation. Who can deny the health-

factor value of eating on time in an accident insurance, and other types atmosphere of unrushed relaxation, of formal protection are, of course, 
vitally important. 

the significance of proper garb and 

But rabbinic welfare also involves appearance for a spirit of self-regard 
and confidence, the importance of 

intangibles which warrant our priori- periodic exercise to stimulate bodily ty attention. How we live, the regi- vigor and the soothing influence of a men of our daily existence, our habits daily afternoon nap ? Those who dis-of life, - all these are important con- parage these matters do so to their siderations. We must not permit our own detriment. traditional "batlonis" attitude to be
little their significance. In the final 
analysis, unless we lay a foundation 
of sound living, we may never realize 
the benefits of our long-range security 
programs. 

First and foremost, we should con
sider whether we are happy in our 
profession. When I speak of being 
happy, I do not use the term in the 
colloquial sense of tranquility and 
peace of mind. Rather, I refer to our 
inherent adaptability to the chal
lenges of the rabbinate. Those who 
are congenitally unsuited for the rab
binate should seriously consider the 
advisability of a change, circum
stances permitting. Our natural ap
titudes may receive greater recogni
tion and we may achieve a fuller 
sense of self-fulfillment in a kindred 
or unrelated field. 

Frequently, unhappiness in a rabbi 

is due not to congenital unsuitability, 
but rather to a stunted manner of 
living, a lack of variety and balance 
in our lives. This defect can be cor
rected and for the sake of our well
functioning must be rectified. 

The second category of needs are 
"personal." These embrace our needs 
for self-expression, new experiences 
and occasions of entertainment. We 
must have opportunities for express
ing our abilities and talents outside 
the confines of our profession or com
munity, whether it be civic, service or 
charitable. Some of us are gifted 
with wider horizons which need be 
explored. To overcome boredom, the 
affliction of blase contentment, we 
must ever aspire to add variety to 
our lives. 

Our third area concerns our social 
needs. Aristotle termed man "a social 
animal", and our faith emphasizes the 
social aspects of human life. Under 
this heading, we include the need for 
friendship, fraternity, love and un
derstanding. We should cultivate 
friendships with colleagues or others 
outside our community, and occasion
ally with select congregants within 
our community. The rabbi is entitled 
to his day off so that he can spend it 
with his family or friends at his 
discretion. 

Convention Elects Wohlberg President 

( Contimwd from Page 1 )  

of intensive Yeshiva service. 
A spiritual treat was Rabbi Poley

eff's "Dvar Halacha" after the lunch
eon session. The afternoon and eve
ning sessions were concerned with the 
pressing problems and new techniques 
in the realm of Jewish education. 

An edifying enjoyment at our sup
per session was the talk of Dr. Sam
uel Belkin who advised us to continue 
our efforts in behalf of orthodoxy 
without diluting our essence or neg
lecting those with tenuous ties to 
Judaism. KLAL YISROEL is our field 
and challenge. 

Teen Age activities and adult edu
cation were the subjects of study on 
Wednesday, October 17th. A profu
sion of ideas and new horizons were 
dramatically presented to our col
leagues. Resolutions, nominations and 
elections fqllowed. Officers elected, 
who will help Harry W ohlberg in his 
leadership, were Vice-presidents, M. 
Grauer, I. Miller, S. Turk, C. Bahn, 
Financial Secretary - A. Budin, 1'e
cording secretary - S. Konovitch, 
Treasurer - E. Cohen. 

A highlight of intellectual grand
eur and a grand finale to our conven
tion was reached with the eloquent 
address of our revered Dr. Soloveit
chik who spoke about the dual na
ture of the convenants between G-d 
and Abraham. The Eris bein Habe
sorim was a covenant of the land of 

Israel, that it would wait for the Jew
ish people, while the Eris Milak was 
a covenant of the Jewish people that 
they would remain loyal and preserve 
their uniqueness (just as a chasima 
is unique, Val Brischo Shechosamto 
Bivsoreinu). 

There is an element in every one 
of our conventions that does not ap
pear on the agenda and never is in
dicated in a report. It is the feeling 
of relaxation, of abandoning the cares 
of ministration for a while and the 
feeling of warm comradeship that 
exists. Though extremely subtle, these 
feelings are a great attraction to con
ventions for our colleagues. In a great 
measure, it is these feelings combined 
with inspiration and p r a c t  i c a I 
knowledge, that effects the expression 
of "I really enjoyed the convention". 


