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Dozens of students protested 
outside the Midtown Manhattan 
office of Mr. Larry Wohl, who has 
repeatedly refused to appear be· 
fore a beit din to settle a halachic 
divorce with his wife, Mrs. Denise 
Wohl. 

The rally, which took place on 
August 30, was organized by the 
Organization for the Resolution of 
Agunot (ORA) in conjunction with 
Stern College for Women (SCW)'s 
Sodal justice Sodety. 

"Larry has stated unabashedly 
that he is withholding a get Oew· 
ish divorce document) until Denise 
accepts his divorce settlement of
fer," Rabbi Jeremy Stern, director 
of ORA, remarked at the protest 
rally. "He was using the get as le· 
verage in an attempt to pressure 
Denise to accept a low monetary 
settlement. Larry was cruelly rna· 
nipulating jewish law for financial 
gain," said Rabbi Stern. 

Even with a dvil divorce settle
ment, Mrs. Wohl needs a get to 
halachicly divorce her current 
husband. Until then, she is clas
sified as an agunah and cannot 
remarry. 

Mr. Wohl's refusal to appear 
before a beit din effected a seruv 
(order of contempt) against him 
from the Beth Din of America in 
May 2010. 

"I want to get the dvil divorce 
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Students Protest to Get the Get 

[settled) as quickly and as easily as 
possible," Mr. Wohl, president of 
Joseph P. Day Realty Corp., stated 
in an interview. He claimed that 
Mrs. Wohl was demanding a get to 
stall the civil divorce settlement, 
"so I can keep on paying for her 
maintenance," he said. 

Three rallies were scheduled to 
protest Mr. Wohl's actions. Over 
50 sew students attended the first 
rally, chanting outside of exclusive 
office buildings owned by Mr. Wohl 
on 4Qllt Street between Madison and 
Park Avenues. Shortly thereafter, 
Mr. Wohl agreed to appear before a 
beit din. The other two rallies were 
subsequently canceled. 

After this initial success, how
ever, Mr. Wohl continued to delay 
the process and did not appear 
before a beit din. "ORA will restart 
protest if he continues to delay 
unnecessarily," said Rabbi Stern at 
the time. 

Mr. Wohl has since reneged on 
his commitment to appear before 
a beit din. ORA is in the midst of 
planning a second rally against 
him if he still refuses to cooperate 
by October 25. 

ORA, a nonprofit social service 
agency that helps Jewish couples 
resolve contested divorces, was 
founded by Yeshiva University 
students and consults with Rl· 
ETS Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Hershel 

Schachter as their main po· 
seik (halachic advisor). 

"We take on cases in any 
situation where the beit 
din process, for whatever 
reason, has stalled or has 
failed to procure a get in 
the end of the day," ex· 
plaiDed Rabbi Stem in an 
interview, noting that cases 
come from jews across the 
spectrum of observance. 
"With halachic permis
sion from Rav Schachter, 
we apply all legal remedies 
available to us to convince 
the recalcitrant party to be 
forthcoming in issuing the 
get." 

Orah 

ORA employs commu· 
nal, soctal, legal or finan· 
cial pressure to procure a Rabbi Jeremy Stem leads students in a protest rally against Mr. Larry Wohl, who refuses to 
get. "We always try to re· give his wife, Denise, a geL 
solve things amicably at 
first," Rabbi Stern pointed 
out. ~we use pressure only as a 
last resort." 

The rally, which attracted much 
attention from the residents and 
workers inside Mr. Wohl's build· 
ing as well as from passing pedes
trians, was a form of communal 
pressure. 

Engaged couples are sometimes 
counseled to sign a prenuptial 
agreement, commonly known as 
prenups - a legal document that 

contains provisions for division 
of property and spousal support 
in the event of divorce. However, 
couples are often hesitant to sign 
such a document when they are 
about to begin their lives together. 

The topic of prenups was dis
cussed in an article in The Jewish 
Star after a protest rally ORA or
ganized in early August. 

"The message a newlywed may 
take from it, especially in our 
times, sadly, is that marriage is 

like any business agreement," said 
RabbiAviShafran, director of pub
lic affairs for the Agudath Israel 
of America, quoted in the article. 
~aauses in a contract establishing 
a legal partnership would under· 
standably deal with the event of 
the partnership's dissolution. But 
a joining of two people into one is 
qualitatively different, and incom
parably important. So, to begin the 

See PROTEST page 4 

Dean's Scholarship Upgraded with MacBook Offering 
Yael Roberts 

Twenty· five students at Stern 
College for Women (SCW) and 
Yeshiva University (YU) received 
brand new white 13- inch Apple 
MacBooks, the latest addition to 
the dean's scholarship as of the 
fall2010 semester. 

"The decision to add a laptop 
was motivated by the Stern ad
ministration's constant effort to 
keep abreast of what is going on 
in the rest of the world," said Dean 
Bacon, the Dr. Monique C. Katz 
Dean of SCW, in an interview. "This 
is the first year that it has been 
added as one of the incentives in 
the program for students to really 
excel academically," she added. 

The laptop was presented to eli· 
gible students during orientation 
week after a reception for dean's 
scholars. The students were asked 
to sign a contract that gave YU 
ownership rights to the laptop 
until the students' graduation, re
quiring them to bring the laptop 
in for a yearly check· up. Students 
also have access to YU's technical 

assistance for any computer is· 
sues. 

The new laptop incentive is not 
given to every dean scholar; there 
are different gradations of the 
sCholarship and some only offer 
financial support. The Office of 
Admissions was responsible for 
choosing students who would re· 
ceive laptops. 

"Since most awardees, like the 
rest of our students, first go to Is
rael, the majority of the awardees 
have not yet enrolled on campus 
and therefore have not received 
their laptops," noted Murray 
Sragow, associate director of un
dergraduate admissions. 

Recipients of the scholarship 
indicated that the laptop offering 
encouraged them to attend sew 
over other colleges. 

Channah Esan, a sophomore 
at sew majoring in biology from 
Rochester, NY, remarked that the 
laptop "wasn't a deciding factor 
over SUNY Binghamton, but it def
initely swayed my dedsion." Malia 

Weiss, a freshman at SCW, agreed 
that the laptop was an "added in· 
centive in choosing Stern College." 

Other academic scholarships 
offered at SCW are the S. Dan
iel Abraham Honors Program and 
scholarships for specific majors, 
such as the Jewish Educators Proj
ect for students pursuing a career 
in Jewish education. The dean's 
scholarship rewarded students 
with $5,000 to $7,500 per year to· 
ward tuition, and now "'riJl now of
fer a laptop as an additional com
ponent. 

When dean's scholars open their 
new laptops, the YU logo is dis
played across the desktop back· 
ground. "A computer ·is almost 
a necessity for functioning in a 
university - or actually, for func
tioning in the world," noted Dean 
Bacon. 

Malkie Krieger, a sophomore at 
SCW from Monroe, NY, described 
her new computer as "beautiful, 
new and clean." Krieger also ap
predated that Microsoft Word, 

Excel, iTunes and other software 
programs were already uploaded 
onto her computer. Esan added 
that the computer "has improved 
my organization .. .I am able to 
work much faster and multitask 
like never before." 

The new laptop component was 
not publictzed to the student body 
at large. Instead, eligible students 
were notified in a letter congrat
ulating them upon becoming a 
dean's scholar that they would re· 
ceive a laptop. 

"Throughout my years in high 
school, when I was putting in so 

much time and effort to achieve 
the marks that eventually earned 
me my status as a dean's scholar, 
I never expected to receive any 
recognition for it," commented 
Hannah Rozenblat, a freshman at 
sew majoring in English. "I simply 
did what I felt I had to do by put· 
ting all my energy into my school
work, and the laptop was a pleas
ant surprise." 

"A Mac is as good as it looks," 
Apple, Inc., advertises for their 
computers. So far, a select group 
of students at sew seem to agree. 

\ 



2 THE OBSERVER Oct. 2010/Cheshvan 5771 

FROM. THE DESK OF THE EDITORS 

Just Like a Wavin' Flag 
Estie Neff, Editor-ID..Cbief 

YouTube videos and wacky Jew
ish singers. Where would we be 
without them? 

This past summer, Chai Life
line's Camp Simcha organized a 
major event. All their male camp
ers and counselors, wearing Camp 
Simcha shirts and holding Camp 
Simcha flags, gathered in Times 
Square to sing their theme song, 
"Wavin' Flag. • 

As thousands of New Yorkers 
watched, the young cancer victims 
sang proudly at the top of their 
lungs. A video of the performance 
was posted on YouTube. Counsel
ors told their friends and family 
about it, and soon the song be
came ubiquitous within the Jewish 
community. 

Though I heard about the "Wav
in' Flag" phenomenon, I did not 
know the extent of its impact un
til I attended a concert over chol 
hamoed Sukkos featuring Dedi 
Groucher and Upa Schmeltzer. 

Upa and Dedi are both known 
to be entertaining, and that night 
they met their match in a bunch 
of rowdy yeshiva boys sitting five 
rows behind me. The boisterous 
group kept up a steady stream of 
cheering, yelling, and their idea of 
musical accompaniment through
out the concert. The audience 
rolled their eyes and ignored them; 
the performers tried to coax them 
to silence. 

The give- and- take between the 
yeshiva boys and the performers 
was painful at times, but the con-

cert went on. Dedi impressed us 
with his vocal range, then gave the 
stage to Upa. Upa sang a number 
of popular songs and reached "Abi 
Meleibt" (It will be okay), one of his 
signature tunes. He sang the cho· 
rus, and the yeshiva boys simul
taneously added their own noise 
as expected, breaking out in Camp 
Simcha's "Wavin' Flag." Some peo
ple in the audience chuckled, some 
people groaned, but Upa - sur
rounded by loud instruments and 
intense percussion - did not hear 
them. 

As Upa neared the chorus of 
"Abi Meleibt" the second time, 
he turned the microphone to the 
crowd. The band quieted down in 
antidpation of our cooperation. 
Instead, a resounding redtal of 
"Wavin' Flag" filled the cavernous 
room from the yeshiva boys in the 
back, who overpowered us. 

Upa did not miss a beat. "Oh! 
That's nice! Sing it again!" he said, 
encouraging the yeshiva boys. 
They sang again, exuberantly, and 
this time llpa sang with them. 
Next, the band chimed in with 
their thunderous instruments. 
Finally, the entire audience was 
singing the chorus of "Wavin' Flag" 
together with the yeshiva boys, the 
band and Upa. 

Sitting in the concert hall, it 
struck me that two concepts were 
harmonizing together, in the form 
of music, at this spontaneous mo
ment. Camp Simcha's song about 
the lives and struggles of youth 

with cancer, and Upa's song about 
relinquishing control to life's 
twists and turns, became one. 

The haphazard melding of these 
musical messages was surpris
ingly appropriate. As mere human 
beings, we cannot control many 
things in life, like a person's health 
- or a person's livelihood, or when 
a person finds their bashert. But 
given a situation, we can react in 
the proper way by realizing that "it 
will be okay" - everything is God's 
will and what He decrees is ulti
mately for the best. 

The timing was perfect as well. 
During Sukkos, God commands us 
to eat and sleep in makeshift huts 
for seven days. Non- Jews think 
we're crazy. It's impossible to 
survive harsh weather conditions 
with only a palm branch roof and 
thin wooden walls! Sturdy houses 
provide ample protection from the 
environment - it would be a mir
acle if people lived in sukkahs as 
they do all year round. 

However, living in a sturdy 
house is just as miraculous as liv
ing ill a wooden hut! If God willed 
it, we would live in sukkahs all 
ye.ar and be just as secure. The 
sukkah teaches us that our reali
ties are always subject to the will 
of Hashem. 

like a "wavin' flag," whose ev
ery move is determined by the one 
who brandishes it, the minutia of 
daily life is determined by the will 
of our Creator; therefore, we can 
say "abi meleibt!" 

Our Greater Responsibility 
Rlvkah Rogawski, Managing Editor 

One of the best parts of going 
home for the holidays - and I live 
out of town - is the opportunity 
to bake for my assorted friends 
and relations. This past Sukkot, 
my younger sister and I spent 
many floury hours produdng two 
tarts (apple and peanut butter), 
six challahs, 32 cupcakes, numer
ous fudgy cookies, and homemade 
mini pizzas. 

Besides for the gustatory plea
sure, caring for others and partici
pating in a wider communal goal 
was an experience that contrasted 
starkly with my life at Stern. 

The college experience, espe
cially at Yeshiva University (YU), 

is extremely insular. For most of 
its students, YU provides an aca
demic, soda! and religious com
munity. Students depend on YU 
for guidance in many areas of life, 
and this can sometimes constrict 
their worldview. As a wise friend 
of mine, who graduated Stern Col
lege for Women (SCW), said re
cently, "When you are in YU, you 
think that it is the world - then you 

graduate and realize that there is 
a whole wonderful religious com
munity out there that is great, 
even though they aren't affiliated 
with YU.~ 

Of course, as students our job is 
to be narcissistic. We are supposed 
to focus narrowly on our careers 
and interpersonal relationships, 
building a microcosm of our fu
ture adult lives within the con
fines of our college environment. 
Most of us are free of familial and 
communal obligations and can af
ford the luxury of introspection. It 
helps that people living ill the "real 
world" love giving free stuff to col
lege students - note the multiple 
programs funded by the Center for 
the Jewish Future (CJF) that enrich 
our lives. 

However, it is important for us 
to remember that college is a finite 
experience. As students, we need 
to think about our responsibility 
to the larger community, both in 
the religious and secular realms. 
We should ask ourselves if we are 
aware of the heterogeneity of the 

Orthodox world at large. How do 
we see ourselves fitting into such 
a broad community, and how will 
the tools that we acquire help us 
contribute to others? While we 
are certainly privy to unique ex
periences that can be broadening, 
pladng all of those experiences 
within the YU framework can have 
the opposite effect. 

So, over the next semester, as 
the weather chills and my fellow 
sew students hunker down over 
their library corrals, I will try to 
keep some perspective on it all. 
I will stop classifying rity peers 
according to seminaries or high 
schools - in the grand scheme of 
things, whether someone went to 
Central or BYIA makes very little 
difference. I will trY to volunteer 
for diverse chessed opportunities 
that expose me to needs in differ
ent communal sectors. 

Hopefully, come May, I will be 
prepared to join the "real world" 
as a responsible dtizen. 

The Yeshiva Ul)iversity 

OBSER.VER. 

Estie Neff 
EdltcOr-ln-Chlef 

Rivkah Rogawski 
Managing Editor 

Tamara Freiden 
News Editor 

Rachel Schultz 
News Assistant Editor 

Ramie Smith 
News Assitant Editor 

Simi Lampert 
Features Editor 

Suzanne Mazel 
Features Assistant Editor 

Ilana Hostyk 
Opinions Editor 

Devorah Zhamest 
Arts and Culture Editor 

Sari Margolis 
Arts and Culture Assistant Editor 

Lauren Burstein 
Israel Editor 

Ahuvah Freilich Helen Unger 
Sc;:ierwe and Health Editor Science and Health Assistant Editor 

Meira Lerner 
Sports Editor 

Aimee Rubensteen 
Style Editor 

Dina Horowitz 
Julia Siegel 

Photography 

Ann Levenson 
Layout Editor 

Ariella Gottesman 
Chani Markel 

Aimee Rubenstein 
Copy Editors 

Gila Mandelcorn 
Advertising 

Chana Salomon 
Business 

Hannah Robinow 
Sasha Bogursky 

Web 

The Observer is published monthly during the 
academic year by the Stern College for Women Student CounciL 

The staff of the paper retains the right to choose newspaper con
tent and to determine the priority of 

stories. While unsigned 
editorials represent the views of the Observer's editorial board, 
all opinions expreS$ed in signed editorials, columns, letters, and 

cartoons are the opinions of the writers or artists and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of The Observer, Stern College for 

Women, its student body, faculty, or administration. 
All Observer content is 

copyrighted and may not be reprinted withQut pennission. 



Oct. 2010/ Cheshvan 5 771 THE OBSERVER 3 

Elaoa Goldberg 

A new eatery opened on July 1 at 
45 East 341h Street between Madi
son and Park Avenues. Tibertas, an 
upscale kosher dairy restaurant, is 
the newest dining option for stu
dents at Stern College for Women 
(SCW}, owned by brothers Eli and 
Uri Sternbach. 

~At first, we didn't even reali.ze 
that the building we had chosen 
was right in the middle of Stern," 
says Eli Sternbach. "We started 
to notice Orthodox girls walk
ing around, and since school has 
begun the place bas been packed 
with Stem students." 

The Sternbach brothers. whose 
respective resumes boast past ex
periences at Wolf and Lamb and 
Cafe I<, originally recognized their 
passion for food services by cook
ing for a Jerusalem yeshiva. They 
moved to New York to break into 
the food business of the city. Af
ter developing a plan to open their 
own restaurant, the Sternbachs 
purchased the future Manhat
tan home of Tiberias before the 
summer. Following three months 
of heavy construction conducted 
mainly by the Sternbach brothers 
themselves, Tiberias opened to the 
New York City public. 

According to the Sternbachs, 
sew women now comprise about 
50 percent of their customers, 
mostly entering the restaurant af-

Clothes for 
Dinner 

Marganit Rauch 

The beginning of the fall semes
ter marked changes to the usual 
goods sold in both the Beren and 
Wilf campus cafeterias. In addi
tion to the regular stock of food, 
students are now able to purchase 
various items of Yeshiva Univer
sity (YU) merchandise, such as T
shirts, sweaters, hats, license plate 
covers and stickers. 

"These are locations with a great 
deal of Visibility," says Bruce Ja
cobs, director of dining services 
at YU, "and there was pre- exist
ing space where the merchandise 
could be sold." 

With the onset of the cold sea
son, winter merchandise, such as 
sweatshirts, will be added to the 
glass cabinets. Students will not 
be able to buy these items using 
their "caf" card, which is strictly 
for purchasing food. 

YU, along with many other 
universities, used to purchase 
university paraphernalia from a 
company called Awards.com. This 
online business carried a constant 
inventory of university items in 
all different sizes. [f a university 
were to call up and ask for a spe
cific item, the company proVided it 
right away. 

Awards.com recently went out 
of business and bad Leftover uni-

NE\IVS 

New Restaurant on the Beren Campus Block 

ter 9 pm. The most recent proof 
of Tiberlas' popularity among the 
sew community presented itself 
following the Fast of Gedalia on 
September 13, when Tiberias saw 
approximately 150 Stern students 
enter its doors seeking food within 
a mere two- hour period. 

The name of the restaurant re
fers to the birthplace of the Israeli 
brothers, matching the homey at
mosphere of the otherwise elegant 
eatery. The dark wooden tables 
and softer lighting contribute to 
an understated theme, lending 
Tiberias an aura perfect for late
night study sessions or first dates. 
The restaurant offers a similarly 
diverse and comprehensive menu, 

taking the everyday diner from 
breakfast, through lunch and din
ner, accented with specialized cof
fee and milkshake drinks sure to 
reenergize at any hour of the day. 

"They make a really good Oreo 
milksbake," says Alex Grumet, a 
junior at sew. 

At present, the only drawback 
to Tiberias seems to be its minimal 
chef and wait staff. The restaurant 
employs only two chefs and two 
waitresses, and the strain on Tibe
rias employees to satisfy custom
ers during the lunch and dinner 
rush hours is noticeable. "The food 
was good, but the service was re
ally slow," says Esti Nussbaum, an 
SCW junior. "It might prevent me 

from going back in the future." 
The service complaints have 

reached the ears of the Sternbachs, 
who plan to enlarge their staff af
ter the holidays in order to com
ply with their expanding clientele. 
"We know the staff is too small," 
admits Sternbach, "but we are just 
getting started. We plan to add to 
our employees to accommodate 
the bigger crowds we have been 
receiVing." 

Other pending improvements 
to the fledgling restaurant include 
the addition of a constant grill in 
order to serve breakfast favorites 
such as omelets and French toast 
throughout the day, as opposed 
to only in the morning, and vart-

ous promotions and sales aimed 
directly at sew women, whose 
patronage is widely acknowledged 
and appreciated by the Sternbach 
b rothers. 

"The staff really likes the Stern 
girls who come in," says Eli Stern
bach. "And," he adds with a smile, 
"they tip really well." 

Tiberias welcomes requests, com
ments, or complaints from Stern 
students, and can be contacted at 
212-481-4222 or by e-mail at * 
rfasnv@gmgil,com 

What's New in the Caf 

I WHAT'S NEW WHAT'S IN IT fOR YOU 

PLASTIC UTENSILS Nifty di~pensers instead of open • No more nightmares about how many people 
compartments touched the fork you used for lunch today 

• "Hey .. .1 could stand here and push this lever ALL 
DAY!" 

WHAT'S NEW WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU 

20 oz. and 12 oz. instead oflarge and regular • A chance to prove your logic skills: 

COFFEE MACHINES 

WHAT'S NEW 

PASTRY SHELVES IN 
SYSYMSCAf 

Take that back.ll's a shirt, not a muffin. 

._ ______ -
versity merchandise. They in
formed their respective clients 
that they had an obligation to 
take the leftover paraphernalia. 
As such, YU, along with Awards. 
com's other customers, found it· 
self in possession of a surplus of 
university souvenirs. To solve the 

surplus issue, YU decided to sell 
the merchandise in the cafeterias 
and campus stores. 

Jacobs says the merchandise 
bas not been selling as well as they 
hoped it would; on the contrary, 
business is slow. 

"The idea appeals to me," says 

Last year, large was medium and regular WdS 

$lUall. This year, medium ts 20 07 ... and srnaU is 12 
oz. What does that mean for next year, including 
the possibUtty of explanatory labels? 
(The caf staff will give a year's supply of pizza bites 
to anyone who can solve the word problem 
above.) 

WHAT'S IN IT fOR YOU 

• Time to rethink your priorities: Why didn't Food 
Services decide to sell clothes from the salad bar? 
Hmm.m? 

Tim.i Wildman, a junior at Stern 
College for Women (SCW}, "how
ever, I never carry cash on me 
when going to the cafeteria as it 
has never been necessary. I am 
sure that if we could buy it on the 
caf card more students would be 
purchasing it." 

Dining SerVices might consider 
displaying the merchandise in 
school lobbies to improve sales. 
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New Academic Advisers for Pre
Health and Pre-Law 

Racbel Stbult:z 

Mr. Jeff Mollin and Dr. John 
Fousek arc the newest additions to 
Stern College for Women (SCW)'s 
Academic Advisement Center as of 
the fall 2010 semester. Mollin has 
been named advisor for students 
interested in the fields of nursing, 
physical therapy (PT) and physi· 
clan's assistant (PA), while Fousek 
will serve as the pre· law adviser. 

Over the summer, Dr. Monique 
C. Katz Dean Karen Bacon and 
Associate Dean Ethel Orlian ap· 
proached Mollin, a full· time bi· 
ology faculty member who has 
taught at sew since 1999, to take 
on a new role as academic adviser. 
At that time, Ms. Debbie Solomon. 
the previous adviser for nursing, 
informed the dean's office that she 
would no longer be avallable. 

Dr. Brenda Loewy, in charge of 
overall pre· health advisement, 
previously advised those inter
ested in PT and PA. Now, with the 
addition of Mollin to the advising 
staff, she will have more time to 
focus on the large number of pre· 
dental and pre- medical students. 

According to Deans Bacon and 
Orlian, Mollin was selected for the 
position because he "oversees a 
number of the advanced biology 
labs among which is anatomy, a 
required course for most nursing, 
PT and many PA programs" and 
because he "is familiar l-vith the 
students, their work and has the 
opportunity to establish relation
ships with them." 

Mollin is able to coordinate his 
advising schedule with his teach· 
ing schedule. "[The position) didn't 
add or take away any hours from 
my traching schedule," be noted in 
an interview. 

Prior to his selection as academ· 
lc adviser, Mollin was familiar with 
the requirements and prerequi
sites for nursing, PT and PA from 
unofficial meetings with students 
going into those fields. He had 
written "at least 40 ... maybe more" 
recommendation letters a year for 
pre· health students. 

So far, Mallin's schedule as an 
adviser has been pretty busy. He 
believes this is due to the fact that 
"nursing is a very popular field" 
in sew . "all the health sciences 
are popular." He speculates that 
15 to 25 students apply to nurs· 
ing school each year, about five or 
so apply to PT school, and between 
three to five students apply to PA 
school. Altogether, this is a large 
number given the average size of 
an sew graduating class. 

The strong apparent interest of 
sav st .. ticnts in nursing was an 
iropetys for the deans' offices to 
pursue a joint nursing program 
with New York University (NYU). A 
preliminary meeting with the ex
ecutive vice president for health 
at NYU already took place, and a 
meeting with the dean of the NYU 
College of Nursing occured on 

September 20 to discuss the na
ture and details of this potential 
program. 

Understanding that applying to 
nursing, PT, and PA schools can 
be confusing and stressful, Mollin 
enjoys the opportunity to facilitate 
the process for students. When 
asked what his favorite part of his 
new job is, Mollin responded that 
"it's just good to help the students 
and improve their chances of get· 
ting into the programs they want 
to." 

Dr. John Fousek. appointed as 
the new pre-law adviser at sew, 
previously served as program di· 
rector of the Center for Ethics at 
Yeshiva UniVersity (YU) since No· 
vember 2006. Prior to his coming 
to YU, he taught courses in history, 
global affairs and law at a variety 
of universities, including a semi· 
nar on genocide and crimes against 
humanity at Rutgers University. 

Ms. Rani Lustiger had previously 
advised both Yeshiva College (YC) 
and sew pre- law students, but 
Fousek's appointment now en
ables each campus to have their 
own full- time adviser. Fousek will 
collaborate with Lustiger to orga
nize informational programs for 
students on both the Wilf and Be· 
ren campuses. 

"The pre-law adviser (must) help 
students clarify their academic 
plans and develop their personal 
statements in support of their 
law school applications," noted 
Deans Bacon and Orlian. "Dr. John 
Fousek, who bas a Ph.D. in history, 
is well qualified to fill these func· 
tions." Dean Bacon even asked 
Fousek to join her staff to assist in 
other academic affairs as well. 

One of the most crudal roles of a 
pre-law advisor is to help students 
write personal statements for law 
school. Fousek. a published author 
with experience teaching exposi· 
tory writing, believes that "as an 
educator, helping people learn to 
express themselves effectively on 
the page is part of my calling." 

Committed to responding to the 
needs of sew students applying 
to law school, Fousek pledges to 
"provide our students with guid· 
ance concerning the law school 
applica~on process, whether the 
student is just considering the idea 
or is already in the thick of it." 

Appointments with Fousek can 
be made through the Office of 
Academic Advisement. Numerous 
students have already met with 
Fousek to discuss personal state
ments and general information 
about specific major~ or recom· 
mended courses. 

Fousek claims to have been a 
"fan of Stem College and its stu
dents for years" and has received 
positive feedback from those in· 
terested in law school. He looks 
forward to helping many more 
students in the near future and 
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hopes to wcontributc the best aca· 
demic advice [he) can provide to 
this remarkable student popula· 
tion." 

"We are confident that both Mr. 
Mollin and Dr. Fousek bring valu
able knowledge, skills, patience 
and caring to their respective po
sitions," stated Deans Bacon and 
Orl1an. "Their availability, experi
ence and sincere desire to serve 
will no doubt greatly benefit the 
students of Stern College." 
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YU Opens Doors on the Sixth 
Floor 

Margarut Raucb 

Yeshiva University (YU) will of· 
fer access to the sixth floor of the 
Sy Syms building at 2l 5 Lexington 
Ave., reconstructing it to house 
offices of the deans, academic ad
visement, and other offices cur
rently located on the J 4th floor of 
205 Lexington Ave., following the 
termination of the space's lease 
two years ago. 

YU has always owned approxl· 
mately half of the building at 215 
Lexington Ave., including most 
of the lower floors and until the 
eighth floor. The fourth, fifth and 
Sixth floors bad long- term leases, 
making them unavailable for YU 
use. With the termination of the 
fourth floor lease in 2008, YU de
dded that rather than lending it 
out again, it would utilize the area 
for its own purposes. The fourth 
floor currently houses administra
tive offices and computer labora
tories. 

The fifth and sixth floors were 
previously leased to Vibe maga
zine - a magazine that provides 
coverage of urban music and fash· 
ion, cars and electronic gadgets. 
Less than two years ago, the lease 
on those floors ended as well. Vibe 
moved elsewhere in Manhattan, 
leaving room for YU to expand. 

YU had intended to build on the 
fifth and sixth floors immediately, 
but the economic crisis and its 
ramifications rendered this virtu· 
ally impossible. ll was only until 
very recently that the Department 
of Finance gave the go· ahead to 
proceed with construction. 

Jeffrey Rosengarten, vice pres!· 
dent for administrative services, 
notes that the funds for the build· 
ing plans did not come from a spe· 
cific donor. However, "we would be 
pleased to name the floor if some· 
one comes forward," he adds. 

The fifth floor expansion will 
take place in the near future, 
though nothing 'las been finalized 
and YU bas yet to decide what it 
will bouse. 

The expansion currently taking 
place on the sixth floor is set to be 
completed before the end of 2010. 
"The easiest way to explain what 
will now be on the sixth floor," 
says Rosengarten "is that the bulk 
of what is currently on the 14111 

floor \vill be moved down there." 
The 14th floor of 205 Lexington 

Ave., connected to the 12111 floor of 
21 5 Lexington Ave., houses offices 
of the deans of Stem College for 
Women (SCW), academic advise· 
mcnt, and offices of student aid 
and student accounts. 

YU leases, rather than owns, the 
14th floor. At the end of 2010 YU 
will terminate its lease with 205 
Lexington and all the offices there 
will be transferred to the sixth 
floor of 215 Lexington Ave., in ad· 
dition to a waiting room for stu· 
dents and a conference room. 

The occasional appearance of 
construction men in the Sy Syms 
elevators or the sound of loud 
hammering in the stairwell is evi
dence that change is indeed on the 
horizon. The locale itself, not the 
classes or the professors, is un· 
dergoing a complete transforma· 
tion in structure and setup. 

"The renovation \vill certainly 
be appredated, espeCially at those 
busy times when the elevators are 
in use and I have to run in to see a 
dean quickly," notes Sarah Lazaros, 
a junior and biology major at sew. 
wsix flights are much easier to run 
up than fourteen." 

Students Protest to Get the Get 
PROTEST from page I 

challenging but holy enterprise of 
married life amid thoughts of what 
will transpire at a divorce is nei
ther prudent nor proper," he con
cluded. 

However, in an email conversa
tion \vith the Observer, Rabbi Stern 
stated that prenuptial agreements 
need not be viewed as foreboding. 

"Prenups arc no less romantic 
than the beautiful ketubot which 
we put up on our walls: both com
pel a husband to fulfill his hala
chic obligations to his wife in the 
event of a divorce," writes Rabbi 
Stern. "Personally, l think it is a 
statement of lov<! and devotion 
to say to your future spouse that 
you love that person so much that, 
even if things would not work out 
in the end, you would not want to 
do anything to hurt them." 

Rabbi Stern noted that ORA 

strongly endorses the Rabbinical 
Council of America's prenuptial 
document "Signing a prenup pro· 
tects yourself from yourself," he 
added. 

In a debriefing session after 
the rally, students heard from 
Mrs. Wohl about her experience 
as an agunah. She described the 
hardships involved and her rocky 
journey to obtain a get. The stu· 
dents who attended learned a lot 
from her speech and felt a sense 
of accomplishment from the rally 
itself. 

"It was amazing seeing our 
women come out," said Dana 
Hostyk, president of the Social 
Justice Society. "I was so proud to 
be a student at Stern at that very 
moment, joined by so many of my 
peers and friends, standing up for 
a fellow Jewish woman." 
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Architects Think Out of the Box in Union Square 
Jina Davidovich 

Twelve distinguished sukkah 
designs were selected from hun· 
dreds of entrants to be displayed 
in Union Square on September 19 
and 20 as part of Sukkah City, 
a world· wide competition that 
brought together architects and 
designers from all walks of life. 

Sukkah City was a project that 
ureimagined and renewed" the way 
people conceived the tractitional 
hut in which Jews are commanded 
to reside for the duration of the 
eight· day holiday of Sukkot. 

It was the catalyst for the Ye· 
shiva University Museum program, 
"Judaism and Sacred Space: Medi-

In Tension 

tations on Sukkah City," which 
took place on September 27 at the 
YU Museum. The event included a 
panel of renowned speakers who 
spoke about sacred space and 
how it relates to Sukkot. Jewish 
thought, narrative and law. The 
museum housed two of the sukkot 
from the exhibit - "Star Cocoon" 
and "In Tension"- throughout the 
holiday. 

Henry Grossman and Babak Bry
an, two architects from Long Island, 
NY, designed "Fractured Bubble," 
which was chosen by popular vote 
as the winner of the competition. 
lt stayed standing in Union Square 

throughout 
Lhe entirety of 
Sukkol. 

The remain
ing sukkahs 
were auc
tioned off to 
private buyers 
and museums, 
most selling 
for around 
$5,000. 

The avante 
garde inter
pretation of 
the sukkab 
rendered re
sults that in· 
eluded a suk· 
kah with a 
fa~;ade made 
of signs pur· 
chased from 

YU Flikr homeless in· 
ctividuals in 

Califonna, a sukkahthat used 
a large log as a roof balanced 
on walls of glass, a sukkah 
made entirely from a single 
5,400· foot thread of steel, 
and a sukkah whose exterior 
was made of an inflatable 
bubble. 

The event was inspired by 
Joshua Foer, author and free
lance writer, and Roger Ben
nett, founder of Reboot - a 
nonprofit organization that 
seeks to fund and publicize 
Jewish art and culture. Re· 
boot, the main sponsor of the 
event, provided each team 
with $10,000 to construct 
lhe aesthetically fascinaling 
dwellings. 

In addition, architects had 
to follow the strict halachot 
pertaining to the building of Star Cocoon 
a sukkah. Dani Passow, rab-
binical student at Yeshivat 
Choveve.i Torah and graduate of 
Cooper Union, was hired to en
sure that the sukkahs were up to 
the standard of halacha. An ex
cited Passow scoured the event 
on Sunday and Monday to answer 
questions about whether or nof 
the shocking sukkabs were actu
ally kosher. 

listed on the Sukkah City web
site are some little· known hala
chot such as: "A whale may be used 
to make a sukkah's walls. Also an 
elephant," and "a sukkah may be 
built in a tree like a tree house. But 
it cannot be built under a tree or 
any overhanging surface." 

Although none of the contes
tants ventured a sukkah made 
of whale or a tree- house sukkah, 
each artist struggled to fit his de
sign into the parameters of Jewish 
law; each delivered a product that 
engaged thousands of New York· 
ers in ctialogue about a ritual that 
many had never beard of, much 
less seen. 

uwe're all about bringing archi
tecture back in front of people's 
eyes," said architect Marc Kush· 
ner to the participants. "What you 
guys have done is taken this an
cient tradition and brought it into 
the contemporary context so that 
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people can reengage with it." 
Sukkah Qty may provide those 

Jews who view the annual sukkah· 
building as routine with a chance 
to reexamine their relationship to 
it. "To us," remarked Grossman 
and Bryan, "a sukkah is a place 
where you take a moment to go in· 
side a temporary structure, where 
you can look out and reflect on the 
world and the life outside with the 
people that you care about most." 

Sukkah City hopes to continue 
growing. The event is set to spread 
to cities around the globe next 
year. 

Muslim Cultural Center in Lower Manhattan Sparks Heated Controversy 
Renee Kestenbaum 

On Sept 11 2010, shortly af· 
ter New York City's tenth annual 
memorial for victims of the Twin 
Towers attacks, twin rallies com· 
menced in Lower Manhattan. 

Supporters and protestors of the 
planned construction of ParkS!, a 
Muslim cultural center to be erect· 
ed two blocks from Ground Zero, 
drew a crowd of approximately 
two thousand people, according to 
a New York Times report. The ral· 
lies were nonviolent and followed 
months of debate over the "Ground 
Zero Mosque," as the project has 
come to be known. 

ln May the Lower Manhattan 
neighborhood advisory board ap
proved plans for the cultural cen· 
ter, garnering community opposi· 
tion from roughly 100 protestors. 

The project's organizers are 
Fe.isal Abdul Rauf, the imam of a 
mosque in the financial district, 
and Daisy Khan, Raurs \vife and a 
prominent supporter of women's 
activist groups and positive Mus
lim relations with Western coun
tries. 

Those opposed to the construc· 
tion claim that the Muslim cultural 
center should not be built so close 
to Ground Zero out of sensitivity 
to those who lost loved ones in 
the Twin Towers and to those who 
have since come to regard Ground 
Zero as a sacred space. One sur
viving family member of 9/11 vic
tims expressed his opposition to a 
reporter. saying that building the 
"Ground Zero Mosque" would be 
a sign of Muslini victory over the 
9/11 anacks, and Lhat it was inap
propriate. 

In a September 3 editorial, The 
New Yark Times found that 67 
percent of New Yorkers polled 
thought the cultural center should 
be built someplace less controver
sial. There is also concern that the 
center would become a safe haven 
for terrorists. 

Supporters of the cultural cen
ter believe that allowing construc
tion to proceed demonstrates tol
erance. The ParkSl organiZation 
proposes that a Muslim cultural 
center based on tolerance would 

help ro eradicate extremism. Other 
supporters believe that Rauf has 
the right to build any religious 
structure under freedom of reli
gion granted by the Constitution. 

According to some reports, had 
Rauf foreseen this controversy he 
might have chosen another site for 
the cultural center; however, as of 
now there are no plans to relocate 

Debate only escalated over the 
summer while the center tackled 
more legal hurdles, Jike obtain· 
ing permission from the Land· 
marks Preservation Committee to 
demolish the original Burlington 
Coat Factory store at the site of 
the proposed center. Since August, 
the question of the "Ground Zero 
Mosque" has developed into a na
tional controversy forcing Ameri· 
cans to confront their feelings 
toward Islam, religious tolerance 
and American ideals. 

The cultural center has re· 
sponded to the controversy by re
defining its mission. Originally, the 
center was to be named Cordoba 
House after Cordoba, Spain, which 

was under Muslim rule for ap
proximately 500 years and where 
Muslims, Jews and Christians lived 
peacefully. However some pro· 
tested that "Cordoba" contained 
negatives connotations of Muslim 
conquest. 

The project's name was then 
changed to ParkSl, merely reflect
ing the address of the center, 51 
Park Place. A Cordoba House will 
exist within the center as its win· 
terfaith and religious component," 
according to ParkSl's websile and 
blog. Rauf "'\lill be the spiritual 
leader of Cordoba House. Cor
doba House will desigt~ate sepa
rate Muslim, Jewish and Christian 
prayer spaces. 

Along with the prayer services, 
the proposed 15· story cultural 
center will house fitness facilities, 
a performing arts theater, ;:estau
rant and culinary school, and will 
offer varlous services to the com
munity at large. The center was 
modeled after the 92nd StreetY. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg bas 
been consistently vocal in his sup-

port of the ParkSl project. An 
August 12 New York Times article 
attributed Bloomberg's support of 
the center to his personal experi
ence with religious tolerance as a 
Jew in America. 

Not all Jews share this position, 
however. Most notably, the Anti· 
Defamation League announced its 
opposition to ParkSl in a state
ment released in July. 

"The controversy which has 
emerged regarding the building of 
an islamic Center at this location is 
counterproductive to the healing 
process," the statement declares. 
"Therefore, under these unique 
Circumstances, we believe the 
City of New York would be better 
served if an alternative location 
could be found." 

\ 
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Avital Pessar 

Click. Snap. Flash. 
The photographs I take convey a 

story, a story that oth.ers now can 
see and bear witness to. A camera 
is a powerful tool with the poten· 
tial to present one story in very 
different ways. It simply depends 
on how the photographer chooses 
to capture an image; in those im· 
ages, everyone sees a different 
story. 

The story my camera lens Wit· 
nessed happened in the Global 
South, where it captured the sto· 
ry of a community of 250 fami· 
lies living on the southern coast 
of Peru. It captured snapshots of 
the daily lives of the people in the 
town of Lurinchincha. Situated on 
rhe Pacific coast amidst mountain· 
ous terrain, Lurinchincba is an ag
ricultural community with shades 
of green artichoke and white cot· 
ton fields beautifully painting the 
landscape. Googling Lurinchincha 
is not very informative; however, 
this community is anything but a 
forgotten place. 

Exactly three years ago, the 
people of Lurinchincha didn't see 
vibrant green fields. Instead, the 
community was reduced to brown 
and black motUed landscapes. Uves 
had been turned upside down, as 
an earthquake ripped through the 
community, leaving piles of rubble 
in its wake, piles that were once 
called homes, community centers 
and lifelong dreams, and exposed 
that at the epicenter of this town 
was an unreliable government. 

Rivkah Rogawski 

For the average student at Stern 
CoUege for Women (SCW), ex
posure to cultural Manhattan is 
best portrayed by the adage "wa
ter, water everywhere - and not a 
drop to drink." Weighed down by 
academic and sodal concerns, few 
students can take fuU advantage 
of the cultural cornucopia amidst 
which they live. For the past ten 
years, however, SCW's Metropoli
tan Experience has offered stu
dents select opportunities to ex
perience cultural events. 

The program, jointly offered by 
the Office of Student Affairs (OSA) 
and the Office of Academic Affairs, 
chooses twelve events per semes
ter and pairs each event with a fac
ulty member. Students are chosen 
by a well- publicized lottery at the 
start of each semester. Appro>d
mately fifteen students accompa· 
ny the faculty member to the con
cert, musical, play or eatery. Over 
the course of a semester, 200· odd 
students participate in Metropoli
tan Experience, thereby enriching 
therr college experiences. 

Metropolitan Experience began 
in the spring of 1999, inspired by 
a similar program at another uni· 
versity. Its originators envision the 
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I've Got Peruvian Pictures on My Mind 

As jews we believe that everyone 
is created in the image of God, and 
that our responsibility, which takes 
on global proportions, is to help 
people in need wherever they are · 
be it New York, Jerusalem, London, 
Kenya or Lurinchincha. This sum
mer, along with fifteen other uni
versity students, I participated in 
a poignant, two- month experience 
filled with love, laughter and les
sons in leadership. Under the aus
pices of American Jewish World 
Service (AJWS} and Asodacion 
Civil Pro Nino lnti.mo (ACPNI), a 
Peruvian non- government organi
zation (NGO) we worked together 
to promote social change through 
education, recreation, and inter
personal communication. AJWS 
volunteer service programs focus 
on building collaborative relation
ships between Jewish volunteers 
and NGOs in developing countries, 
either through indjyidual or group 
service experiences. 

\Vhen we arrived in Lurlnchin· 
cha, we received an extraordinarily 
warm welcome, complete with en
ergetic children, barking dogs, and 
a delicious platter of rice, which 
we soon learned was a staple of 
every meal. The community mem
bers were fascinated to bear sto· 
ries about our hometowns and our 
families, and were equally cxdted 
to teach us about their countr) 
and local customs. 

The day after our arrival we 
visited the local school, and I was 
puzzled by the ages of the school 

children. I bad assumed the school 
was a K- 12, but didn't see any 
teenagers. We quickly learned 
that one of the primary social and 
global issues plaguing Lurinchin
cha was a lack of education oppor· 
tunities for teenagers. Beginning 
around age fifteen, many young 
men and women start working. 
The burning question for these 
families is whether they should 
continue their childrens' education 
or whether their children should 
start earning money to help out 
with financial burdens. Many teens 
work alongside their parents, in 
factories or in the fields, working 
fourteen· hour shifts, and leaving 
little time for studies. 

Over the past few years the 
younger generation began to ar
ticulate a desire to balance work, 
educational and sodal opportu· 
nities. Working with ACPNI, our 
group began facilitating weekly 
English classes at night that al
lowed children, teens and adults 
to learn, have a good time, and in
teract with us and with each other 
on a personal leveL We divided the 
community members into age
appropriate subgroups and taught 
English courses with topics rang
ing from basic conversation start
ers to names of animals and col· 
ors, learning about places in the 
world, and learning to name their 
emotions. The lively energy during 
these nightly sessions became the 
moments that impacted my expe
rience the most in lurinchincha. 

During these sessions. I was able 
to bond with community mem
bers, ask them questions regard
ing personal struggles and accom
plislunents, and hear their stories 
of overcoming hardships. Through 
these discussions I found myself 
comparing their tales to the ob
stacles in my life, and how 1 ap· 
proach hardships and challenges, 
and gained a perspective that I bad 
previously been unable to com
prehend. 

The main summer project 
during my two month stay was 
the building of the "ludoteca," 
or community center, from the 
ground- up. Working with skilled 
Peruvian construction workers 
five days a week, our group helped 
transform a barren swath of land 
into a gorgeous community cen
ter. We were responsible for the 
entire process. a physical process 
that included leveling the ground 
with shovels, hauling dirt in wheel · 
barrels, cementing the floor, put· 
ting up the wooden walls, laying a 
bamboo roof and sealing it to pre
vent rain from leaking m, paint
ing the outside and inside, and 
finally, planting a beautiful garden 
with flowers in shades of pinks, 
reds, yenows and greens. When 
our "stay in Lurinchincha came to 
an end, we hoped that the "ludo
teca" would be a reminder to the 
community that their hopes and 
dreams of education were not 
burdens they had to carry alone. 
We encouraged them to continue 

Metropolitan Experience:The Inside Scoop 

program as ha\ ing a two- fold goal: 
it introduces students to the won
ders of New York\\ hile also giving 
students and faculty an opportu· 
nity to meet in an informal setting. 
In order to include as wide a range 
of faculty p1embers as possible, 
two events per semester showcase 
dinners at high- end kosher eater· 
ies such as Abigail's and Va Bene. 
This makes participation possible 
for professors who, due to reli
gious reasons, would be unable to 
attend an opera or a play. 

Over the years, Metropolitan 
Experience bas fostered the com- • 
munal growtb of sew, connecting 
students With similar cultural in· 
terests. Student feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive. One pair 
of students met at an opera, dis
covered their mutual passion for 
opera, and started going to operas 
together in their free time. In an· 
other case, a student met a faculty 
member she had never heard of, 
and ended up taking two classes 
With that professor as a result. 

Transportation was eliminated 
from the program three years ago, 
due to both cost- cutting mea
sUres and the impracticality of 
battling Manhattan traffic at rush 

hour. Students are now required 
to arrange their own transporta
tion to and from events. In order 
to encourage student- student and 
student· professor mingling, Met· 
ropolitan Experience has students 
and faculty meet at Starbucks half 
an hour before the event to get to 
know each other. 

One of the best· kept Metro· 
politan Experience secrets is the 
wait list in Betty Kam's office (on 
the seventh floor of Stanton Hall). 
After the offidal lottery drawing, 
students can sign up for wait lists 
for any of the semester's events. 
Tickets that are not picked up by 
1:30 p.m. on the day of the event 
are given away to the first avail
able student on the wai.tlist. In or· 
der to ensure that the same stu
dents are not picked off waitlists 
time and again in one semester, 
Joanna Kristall of OSA says that 
"we generally cross people off fur
ther waitlists once they have been 
picked already." 

This semester is the first time 
that the Metropolitan Experience 
sign- up will be online. This allows 
students, who would otherwise 
miss sign· up at either Sy Syms 
or Stanton Hall, to remotely enter 

themselves for the lottery. Inter· 
estingly, K.ristaU thinks that on
line sign. up ~vill provide another 
benefit. "It Wil1 throw everyone off 
because no one will see who else is 
registered for Ia particular event]," 
she says, thereby eliminating peer 
pressure to sign up for the same 
events as one's friends. 

This year's events range from 
old favorites like Abigail's and 
"Mary Poppins" to the eclectic, 
such as a concert from the Uke· 
lele Orchestra of Great Britain and 
an Afro- Cuban jazz festival. OSA 
staff selects events at the start of 
the semester, sifting through pro· 
motional materials from different 
venues. For religious reasons, the 
more risque side of Manhattan 
culture is usually not included- so 
no university- sponsored trips to 
"Avenue Q" or "Spring Awaken
ing." 

Beyond the community it builds, 
Metropolitan Experience whets the 
appetites of sew students for fur
ther cultural exposure. For those 
interested, The New Yorker's col
umn, "Goings On About Town." 
provides weekly cultural listings 
and can be accessed online. Ad· 
ditionally, many events offer "stu-

fmding ways of promoting educa
tion for everyone, and promised 
that we would return to our com
munities and share their story. 

In Lurinchincha, Peru, my cam
era lens captured the stories of a 
remarkable community. The pic
tures I see are not of poverty and 
illiteracy but of strength and hope. 
Our Jewish tradition teaches us 
that we cannot stand idly by while 
others are suffertng,"and therefore 
we must continue paving paths in 
order to help our friends in need 
AJWS has been working for the 
past 25 years to alleviate pover
ty, hunger, illiteracy and disease 
among the people of the devel
oping worlds. Through generous 
donations, AJWS provides help to 
over 450 grassroots projects in 36 
countries, making a significant and 
sustainable dlfference in the lives 
of tens of thousands of people 
throughout the world, everyday. 

My photo album is filled with the 
life lessons and stories I teamed 
from the people of Lurinchincha. 
Wherever I go, I carry With me the 
mental snapshots I co1lected this 
summer on the pacific coast. I Will 
take these snapshots out often and 
tell their stories over hundreds of 
times. Imagine how much more 
can be accomplished if we all work 
together and make generous con
tributions to worthwhile causes. 

To contact A vital Pessar f'or addi· 
tiona/ information about Lurinchin
cha, please email avital.pessar~ 

gmail.com 

dent rush" tickets - discounted 
tickets for students that are sold 
witltin a couple of hours of the 
performance time. New York City 
Ballet offers student rush tick· 
ets for $15.00, and orders can be 
placed online. The Metropolitan 
Expenence can thereby provide a 
wonderful starting point for anr 
student to turn hLr Stem experi
ence into a cultural oasis. 

NEWSI~IASD: 

Huge quantities of 

dihydrogen monoxide 

coat New York Mon-

day night. 

• 

• 
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Shira Goldstein 
The Seminary Effect 

Kushner Cafe during lunch
time could easily be mistaken for 
a scene in uHigh School Musical." 
The room is scattered with tables 
occupied by groups of laughing, 
chatting girls (and, of course. the 
occasional boy). Even amongst the 
heaps of schoolbags and masses 
of Styrofoam meal cases, one can 
make out the distinct sodaliza
tion patterns of the lunch goers. 
ll might be the way they sit, or 
perhaps the way !.hey seem to nod 
their heads in unison, but it is easy 
to discern groups of students from 
among the overcrowded tables. 

Many factors contribute to the 
creation of a student's social circle 
in Stern College for Women (SCW). 
Shared interests, club membership 
and academic majors often form 
the basis of a group of friends. 
For many, however, their SCW 
social crowd was predetermined 
well before they stepped foot onto 
Beren Campus. A number of stu
dents find that their sodal circle 
is mostly affected by the seminary 
they attended in Israel. 

Chaya Citrin, who graduated 
sew in 2010, started as an early 
admissions freshman, attended 
seminary the following year and 
then returned to sew to finish up 
her schooling. Chaya recalls that, 
"coming into Stern as an early 
admissions 'real' freshman was a 
great experience and I loved Stern; 
I didn't realize how much more I 
loved Stern when I came back from 
seminary." She found it easier to 
make friends in seminary because 
it is less academic and serious than 
college. She believes that, "hav
ing a group of fi:iends makes Stern 
easier - I found that I did become 
friends with people who didn't go 
to my seminary, but I did that as 
a group." 

Esti Feder, a senior at SCW, at
tended Darchei Binah in Israel 
prior to coming to SCW. "I became 
friends with the whole Michlalab 
clique and everyone assumes that 
1 went to Michalalah also because 
of the fact that I am part of this 
group," she points out, debunking 
the assumption that a student's so
cial circle reflects the seminary she 
attended. However, Feder adds, "I 
think that it would have been very 
difficult to come without knowing 
anybody at all and without having 

introductions made." 
Students who did not go to 

seminary at all faced the sew so
dal scene alone, without a posse 
from Israel For the average young 
woman, this sounds like a night
mare; but everyone knows that 
sew students are not just aver
age young women. Raquel Amram, 
a senior at sew, planned to go to 
seminary in Israel but joined the 
sew freshman class instead when 
her visa fell through. Despite ma
jor disappointment on her part, 
Raquel decided to make the best 
of her first year at sew. 

"1 joined the soccer team and 
met amazing people, I joined dra
ma, I started the Sephardic Club, 1 
ran for class president - 1 really 
do l.bi.nk that Stern can be what
ever you make of it," she notes. 
Despite her positive attitude and 
great involvement in sew, how
ever, Amram admits that she ex
perienced some social prejudice as 
a freshman. "The hardest part was 
that anybody that I would meet 
would say 'Where did you go in 
Israel,' and I felt that it was their 
way of sizing you up," says Am
ram. "It was their way of defining 
you, of making you fit into a box. 
The minute I would say 'I didn't go 
to Israel', they would say 'oh', and 
it was so hurtful" 

Another tactic for social survival 
is just to be friendly and outgoing. 
'1 knew that I didn't know anyone 
going in, and I figured that every
one else was the same way, so you 
make friends by sitting down next 
to people and introducing your
self, a says Dana Hostyk, a junior 
at Stern who also did not go to 
seminary. Having a great person· 
ality does not always help, though; 
sometimes, a person still has to be 
"in the know" to really belong. "I 
felt like I had missed orientation 
or something," recalls Hostyk, who 
did not know much about the dif
ferent seminaries girls came .from. 
"I was missing basic knowledge 
about the social network at Ye
shiva University." 

Hostyk feels that after a few se
mesters at sew. girls branched out 
more or less, and what seminary 
one attended no longer matters. 
"Some of my greater moments 
are when people try to guess what 
seminary I went to - it cracks me 

up when I am uptown and guys try 
to guess where I went to seminary, 
because there is an unspoken un
derstanding that you went to Is
rael," she adds. 

for some, timing is key for a 
good sodal transition. Sam Feld
man, who, like Citrin, attended 
Stern both before and after going 
to seminary, feels that her fresh
man year was bearable since she 
and her peers were at a similar 
point in their lives. "I did not find 
it hard to make friends, because 
when I went in, the entire fresh
man and first- year· on- campus 
was trying to make friends with 
each other," Feldman recalls. 
"Everyone was really nice ... even 
though 1 hadn't gone to seminary, 
it wasn't Like everyone knew each 
other." While she agrees that com
ing to sew with seminary friends 
makes for a smoother transition, 
she maintains that "being involved 
in the musical and other extra
curriculars is the best way to meet 
people." 

Batya Herzberg, a recent SCW 
alumnus, retains a different pic
ture of sew. "' don't even know 
what seminaries some friends 
went to!" Her experience has been 
that in sew, "all sorts of girls nom 
all sorts of places regularly hang 
out together." Batya also believes 
that "there is so much to gain from 
diverse friendships; so much to 
learn and grow as a person." 

Rabbi Dovid Cohen, Mashgiach 
Ruchani of SCW, takes a slmilar 
position to Herzberg. "The beauty 
of Stern is that it is a melting pot," 
notes Rabbi Cohen. "The goal is to 
get people to move beyond that 
year - new relationships, new rab
beim - to go beyond the confines 
of seminary." He stresses that it is 
vital for girls to recognize the op
portunities in Stern for continued 
growth and broadened horiZons. 

The "seminary effect" cannot 
be disregarded; for some, semi
nary relationships constitute the 
foundation of their sew soCial life. 
However, heterogeneity abounds 
at sew, and the multiplidty of 
its population cannot be denied. 
Though it seems that seminaries 
define the sew experience, in re
ality, the students do. 

Rfvkah Rogawski contributed to 
this article. 

ATTENTION JUNIORS: 

Where will you be this October 30? 

That's right, at the Junior Class Shabbaton, 

coming soon to the Beren Campus! 
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Shared on the Shuttle 
Edited by Ariella Lipetz and Leah Peyman 

"As a first- year- on- campus student, one of the first things I wanted 
was to get well acquainted with the Will campus. I made sure to call 
security promptly at 4:00 pm and order the first shuttle out of Stern. 
When the shuttle finally arrived, I eagerly ran to get a good seat. Ap
parently 1 was not fast enough, because when I got there the only seat 
that was left was the front. I hesitantly took the spot and looked back 
in despair at what I was missing - the gossip, the chumminess. Ob, bow 
I longed to be sitting with everyone else! 

"We were almost on Will campus when a silver minivan darted our of 
nowhere. The shuttle quickly swerved and stopped short to avoid col
lision. I heard a shout from the back and turned around to see a sea of 
brown - someone had left their iced coffee uncovered and it splashed 
all over the back seats, and all over the students sitting in them. 

uThe groans of the students over their damaged clothes still haunt 
my dreams at night. From then on r am a "front- seater girl" and I will 
fight anyone for that spot." 

- Front Seater for Ufe 

"After an exhausting night of cramming for my biology exam in the 
Gottessman Ubrary, I quickly went to catch the 1:00 am shuttle. Not in 
the mood to talk to anyone, I made a beeline for the back seat of the 
shuttle. Looking around, I felt relieved to see only a few other people 
on the shuttle, sitting close to the front. 'I can have my peace and quiet 
and go over photosynthesis in my head,' I thought. 

"My dream came to a crashing halt when I saw a boy get on last min
ute and head to the back row. Why God was testing me that night, I do 
not know, but all I know is that the boy came all the way to my back 
row to ruin my life. 

"Panicking at the thought that I would not be able to study, I instinc
tively reached for my iPod and quickly shoved the headphones into my 
ears. 1 went to turn it on, but forgot that a few nights ago my room
mate borrowed it and there was no battery left. After struggling to try 
to turn it on for a few minutes, I decided to pretend to be listening to 
it anyway. 

"The plan went well until I heard the boy mumble something to me. 
Keeping in role, r pretended not to hear him since I was clearly listening 
to my tunes. I thought he fell for it until he turned to me and shouted, 
'Thanks for ignoring mel I know you can hear me ... your iPod is dearly 
off!' I sat there dumbfounded and kept my headphones in for the rest 
of the drive. 

"Then, after regaining my composure and inching away slowly, I went 
back to focusing on my photosynthesis." 

- Antisocial Passenger 

"On the shuttle one night, a boy sitting a few seats away from me 
called his friend and said, 'Hey, 1 just wanted to tell you that you sound 
like Kermit the Frog. Don't take that the wrong way though.'" 

-Anonymous 
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Of the Seine, the Hudson, and the Cultural Codes Between: 

AviW Chizhik 

Avenue des Champs-Eiysees is 
a far cry from Lexington Avenue. 
Gone are the chestnut trees, the 
cafes, and Arc de Triomphe, the 
rolled "r"s and clockwise- num
bered arrondissements. Enter a 
gridded dty that speaks a differ
ent language, bas a new rhythm, 
and holds promise in its wealth 
of opportunities, in its myriads 
of yellow taxicabs and sleek sky
scrapers. 

This is the scene that greets stu
dents from France as they alight 
the sidewalks of the Stern College 
for Women (SCW) campus. For "the 
French girls," as they are popularly 
known at sew. choosing to come to 
New York was a leap into the dark 
unknown, but considered worth 
the risk. "We bet everything and 
left, " says political science major 
Mouchka Darmon, a native of Par
is, France. "[Coming to Stern] was 
the only way to be authentic with 
ourselves, to fulfill our religious 
and intellectual aspirations." 

To come to Yeshiva University, 
these women did not just cross 
thousands of miles and cultural 
barriers. They left everything be
hind. 

"We leave our family, friends, 
references, language," writes Dar
moo in an email. "We leave the 
system we have been raised in and 
have always known. We leave our 
streets, our baker, our food, our 
culture, our compatriots. We take 
everything we have built for sev
enteen. eighteen, nineteen years, 
put it in a box and leave it at the 
airport when we take the plane for 
NYC." 

For American Jews, it is often a 
shock to learn that france is home 
to the largest population of Jews 
outside of Israel and the United 
States. The Jewish community in 
France dates back to before the 
destruction of the Second Temple, 
and has contributed enormously 
to french cultural and academic 
growth, despite the constant per-

Getting to Know the French Students 

secution of Jews, from the medi
eval Crusades to the Vichy's assis
tance to the Naz.i death camps. 

The persecution of yesteryear 
has yet to bid its adieu. Richard 
Prasquier, president of the Repre
sentative Council of French jewish 
institutions (CRIF), France's Jewish 
umbrella organization, was quoted 
last year as saying that "there is a 
climate of hatred against jews that 
manifests itself through .insults 
and often physical attacks" - a cli
mate impossible to ignore. French 
interior Minister Brice Hortefeux 
issued a statement in late 2009 
that anti-Semitism in France bas 
reached an "alarming level" With 
the Muslim population of France 
at approximately six million (ten 
times the size of the Jewish popu
lation there), and sympathy for the 
Palestinian cause growing among 
the French public, anti- Israel
turned- anti- Semitic vandalism 
and beatings are not uncommon. 

Thus the dose of the jewish year 
5770 brought more than 3,000 
French jews on aliyab to Israel - a 
20 percent .increase from 2009 -
coming with the hopes of lead.ing a 
life without fear or persecution. 

Meanwhile, those who have 
decided to stay behind, in Paris, 
Marseille, Strasbourg, Lyon and 
Toulouse have learned to accept 
the reality of being Jewish in the 
Diaspora. 

"France is one of the most re
sourceful, cultured and refined 
countries," Darmon insists proud
ly. Some of these jews can trace 
back generations of life in France, 
centuries of flourishing and suf
fering. Others come from North 
African immigrants, who were 
grateful to a modern democ
racy that gave them asylum and 
a place to thrive. Neither find it 
easy to leave, notwithstanding the 
gloomy predictions for the future 
of French Jewry. 

For a young Orthodox woman, to 
studying in France involves many 

more challenges compared to those 
encountered in New York. Dar
mon says that she and her friends 
know that, as Jews and as religious 
young women, their opportuni
ties .in France will grow more and 
more limited as time goes on. "We 
witness, in France, the rise of lsla
mism, the exponential accretion of 
the quantity of veiled women. who 
wear the burqas and speak Arabic 
as if they were still in the Middle 
East." writes Darmon. "Some of us 
don't want to go to a university 
where she would need to hide her 
magen david." 

Everyone bas difficult personal 
experiences: in French universities, 
jewish students are not allowed to 
reschedule exams set for Shabbat
thus often failing whole year- long 
courses. In the street this past Au
gust, a dozen kosher pastry shops 
and stores were marked with large 
black swastikas. Beatings are no 
longer newsworthy, and safety is 
simply a matter of knowing which 
areas and neighborhoods to avoid. 

Then there are the stories that 
cause international outcries: the 
horrific 2006 capture, three- week
long torture and eventuaJ death of 
23- year old Dan Halimi - an atroc
ity committed by a thug gang .in 
the center of a populated area in 
a Parisian banlieue (suburb). Ac
cording to a report of the inddent 
by The New York Times, Halil:ni. 
was found "naked and bleeding,'' 
covered with add burns and hand
cuffed to a tree by a railroad track 
outside of Paris. He died soon after 
he was located. 

Darmon recalls another recent 
attack - the murder of her Jewish 
neighbor, a crime later found to be 
racially charged: "The police found 
a bloody fork on the crime scene ... 
my Dad, who had to go recog
nize the body, had nightmares for 
weeks." The jews of France know 
that they are "marked as different" 
- and perhaps, she posits, that is 
why Stern's "French girls" always 

Student Scoop 

stand by one another. 
For the Teaneck and Five Towns 

students at SCW, "the French girls" 
have evolved into a sort of social 
coterie: exotic and evasive, in a 
certain comer of the Kushner Caf 
(right by the elevators) and always 
at the table next to the Koch Audi
torium entrance on Shabbat. With 
their own language, culture, and 
yes, sense of fashion, the French 
have established their own dub 
without even hav.ing to file an ap
plication with the Office of Stu
dent Ufe. 

But Darmon understands SCW's 
French mafia as more than just a 
social clique. "We learned since 
childhood that, as Jews, we had 
to help each other, be there for 
each other in order to survive.," 
notes Darmon. "We consider any 
other Jew as brother or sister, we 
are part of a same entity, a unique 
big family and we create and feed 
a network of solidarity and mutuaJ 
aid within us. Achdut , unity, is al
ways a key word for a French Jew. 
We were all surprised to find that 
it didn't necessarily work that way 
in New York but I guess the reality 
is different here." 

That New York reality showed 
to be a different world entirely, 
to the students flying in from De 
Gaulle airport. Coming to Amer
ica and seeing religiously- dressed 
Jews openly walking the streets, 
for the French Jewish expatriate, is 
nothing short of amazing. Amaz
ing, and strange: adjusting to life 
in Stern and New York is a day to 
day challenge, between catch.ing 
up with the English of American 
classmates, studying the New York 
subway map, deal.ing with being 
far away from home and family, 
and learning that pushy people on 
the street is, well, normal 

Friends helped the most. "They 
made me laugh when I wanted to 
cry, made me grow when I wanted 
to go back to my mom," Darmon 
recalls. "They pushed me and 

An interview with Helen Unger; sophomore, biology major and enthusiastic dancer. 

cheered me up, believed in me 
when l didn't believe in anything 
anymore, rem.inded me about why 
I came here on the days it was 
so hard I just wanted to go back 
home." 

sew has helped also by offer
ing resources for international 
students. School advisors like 
Mrs. Marga Marx and Mrs. Miriam 
Schechter make themselves read
ily available for guidance. 

"Adjusting to Stern was ... like 
being thrown into the ocean just 
days after learning how to swim," 
Darm.on rem.inisces. "It was in
tense, demanding, sometimes dis
appointing, sometimes rewarding, 
full of compromises and struggles. 
I wanted to go back home so des
perately, but my friends and my 
ambitions kept me on track." 

When asked about the cultural 
shocks Parisians deal with when 
introduced to New York living, 
Darmon smiles. "Wow, so many, 
many things." 

She begins listing them effort
lessly, without pause: Girls coming 
to class in pajamas, going to the 
bathroom in the middle of class 
without asking the teacher, not 
sharing grades with fellow class
mates, the absence of good real 
espresso simply anywhere, saying 
a casual hi to deans, employers 
and teachers. Constant snacks in
stead of sit- down meals, answer
ing to teachers with what would be 
considered in Europe as "effron
tery" and here is simply normality. 
GiVing tips for every single thing, 
store sales every two months, ex
pensive healthcare. uAnd comput
ers, they're everywhere - you see 
them more than trees!" she ex
claims. 

"And you want to know the fun
ny th.ing?" she adds. "Now, when I 
go back home, I am an alien there 
too, because I became so Ameri
canized!" 

1) You mentioned that your favorite type of dance is belly dancing; when and where did you learn to belly dance? What appeals to you most about this particular genre of 
dance? 

Most of the women .in my family know how to [belly] dance, but I only started to get .into it when I was in seventh grade. I learned from my aunt, mostly. I erijoy the music that goes 
along with this dance; it's what I grew up with ... I mostly dance to Egyptian classical music. 

2) Row often do you dance? Do you take a special class? 
At home, I dance almost every day. Here at Stem, I practice about twice a week, since I'm so busy with school and dubs. I don't take a class for it, but Stern has hosted belly danc-

ing events that are a lot of fun! 
3) Are there other genres of dance that you are involved in? 
I took ballet for a few months, but I couldn't get into it; belly dancing is very "flowy" and creative, whereas the ballet class I took was very structured. 
4) Where can students learn more about belly dancing? Any words of advice for someone who wants to learn how to belly dance but isn't quite sure how to get started? 
1 would say to check out the music and see if you like it. There are some great demo videos that you can watch to learn basic moves; one really good group is The Belly Dance Su

perstars. To get started, you can Google teachers in the area. There are tons of classes you can take all of New York City. 
S) What is your favorite th.ing about Stern? If you bad to recommend one course to another student, what would it be? 
!love the classes here and the atmosphere; it's great to be able to go to school in the city. I would have to recommend Dr. Young's intro to Art course. and Dr. Babich's Genetics 

course. They're both great! 
Do you want ro be interviewed for "Student Scoop"? Have a friend in mind that you'd like to see interviewed? Email: dzhames@qmaU.conz 



Oct. 2010/Cheshvan 5771 THE OBSERVER 9 

ARTS AND CULTURE 

Around NYC 
Have some extra time between classes? 

Lookina.for a chanae in routine? 

Check out our recommendations for fun 

activities this month! 

Tuesday, October 12, 2010, 7:30 PM 
Movie Screening: Voice of Jerusalem 

The JCC in Manhattan 
334 Amsterdam Avenue, New York, New York 10023. 

(646)-505-5708 
Visit www.jccmanhattan.org to register, or call the above 

number. 
Note: Registration is required for this program. 

Thursday, October 14, 2010, 12:00 PM 
Bryant Park Juggling 

Between 40th and 42nd streets & Fifth and Sixth Avenues 
Visit www. bryantpark.org for more info 

Meet on the SE comer of the lawn. 
Note: Lessons are free and equipment is provided. 

Sunday, October 24, 2010, 6:00 PM 
Movie Screening: The Syrian Jewish Community 

Presented by the Joseph J Sitt & the Sephardic Heritage 
Museum at Avery Fisher Hall 

10 Lincoln Center Plaza, New York, NY 10023. (212)-875-
5030 

Visit www.lincolncenter.org for ticket information. 

Ongoing through November 21, 2010 
Women in Wartime: Anne Morgan and the American Com

mittee for Devastated France, 1917-1924 
The Morgan Library & Museum 

225 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10016. (212) 685-
0008 

Visit www.themorgan.org for Museum hours and ticketing. 

Ongoing through Sunday, January 2, 2011 
16 mm Postcards: Home Movies of American Jewish Visi

tors to 1930s Poland 
Yeshiva University Museum at the Center for Jewish His

tory 
15 West 16th Street, New York, NY 10011. (212)-294-8330 

Visit www.yumuseum.org for Museum hours. 
Note: Students with valid ID enter for free. 

A Pedestrian's Crossing:The 
Artistic W indow of Opportunity 

Sari MargoUs 

One of the benefits of living in 
Scbottenstein Residence Hall is 
that it is six city blocks away from 
my classes. Yes, this distance is a 
benefit-and not just for the sake 
of exercise (we have a gym for that 
purpose!). Walldng to scbool gives 
me the opp ortunity to experience 
the culture of New York City. So 
when people say, "Oh, you dorm 
in Manhattan! What's that like?" I 
have dozens of entertaining anec
dotes to share With them. My daily 
walks to and from Stanton Hall 
and Sy Syms are never dull. 

Well, things will be a little dif
ferent now. And it's because Cha
shama is leavlng 141 East 33"' 
Street. If the name "Chashama• 
doesn't ring bells for you, then 
you either excessively text while 
you walk to classes or you don't 
stare into the windows that you 
pass along the way. 

On the comer of Lexington Av
enue and 33"' Street is a tall beige 
and brick building. Every Stern and 
Sy Syms student passes the build
ing on her walk between Sy Sims 
and Stanton Hall In the window of 
this beige and brick building hangs 
a large sign: "Retail Space Avail
able." 

I get a pang of disappointment 
every time I pass the building 
now, because there used to be an
other sign hanging there as well, 
a sign that described the purpose 
of Cbashama, whicb, according 
to their website, is to "(support] 
thriving cultural communities by 
transforming temporarily vacant 
properties into spaces where art 
can flourish. By recycling and re
purposing buildings in transition. 
[they] invest in neighborhoods, 
foster local artists, and sustain a 
vast range of creativity and cul
ture. • But now, this sign has been 
ripped off the window and lies 
crumpled on the floor of the emp-

ty building. 
Last semester, as some of you 

may recall, there was a large LED 
video screen With swirling colors 
and designs banging in the beige 
and brick building's window, With 
a sign next to the screen that read, 
"'nteractive Art Display - Please 
Touch The Window." When I first 
passed it, I wondered if the invi
tation to "please toucb" was part 
of some major psycbological study 
being conducted to see how many 
gullible pedestrians would fall for 
the trick and touch the window. 

Finally, I worked up the nerve 
and tried it. Much to my surprise, 
the screen reacted to my toucb 
through the windowpane. The de
signs and patterns came to life, 
churning around my band and fol
lowing its direction and movement. 
Then I sheepishly looked around 
to see if anyone was watching. 

It was so amusing for me to 
observe the passersby who dis
covered the display too. Of course, 
most people-in their busy city 
routines-dashed right by it never 
noticing the "Please Touch" sign 
and LED screen. Kids, however, 
always seemed to be drawn to 
it-maybe because of the hypno
tizing colors, or maybe because 
children usually don't have such 
tight scbedules and are more open 
to experiencing the world around 
them. 

I did see one woman walk right 
past the screen, do a double take 
(of the clicbed, cartoon variety) 
and march right back to the win
dow where she had a party With 
the display for several entertaining 
minutes. Once, a man in a business 
suit stiffly went up to the window, 
carefully inspected the sign and 
hesitantly placed his hand on the 
glass. 

I guess I wasn't very incon
spicuous; he saw me watching 

and explained his actions: "It says 
to toucb the window." I laughed. 
"Yes, I know." 

The title of the display was "Semi 
Boneless, • - later renamed "Xtrab· 
oneless" - designed by artist Rob
ert Stratton, who holds a Master of 
Fine Arts in computer art from the 
School of Visual Arts. Stratton ex
plains his art piece on Chashama's 
website: "I am fascinated by the 
concept of rigid, mathematically 
generated processes being ran
domly influences by random. or
ganic happenstance . .. [The) sys
tem allows me to transcend the 
boundaries of the traditional art 
installation; this piece truly be
comes part of the neighborhood." 
Visit Stratton's really cool website, 
madbutter.com. and scroll down 
to the bottom of the page to watcb 
footage of his display on Lexing
ton Avenue. Watch carefully ... I'm 
pretty sure there are some Stern 
girls walking by in the video! 

I was sad when I flTst real
ized that the display Window bad 
been removed; it was a big part 
of my spring 2010 semester. But 
I researcbed Chashama, and dis
covered that the company is still 
around and thrivlng. They move 
around a lot to different vacant 
buildings throughout New York. 
Now, I am excited to keep my eyes 
open when I am in various parts of 
the dty; maybe I'll discover some 
of Chashama's other exhibits. 

I hope they come back one day 
to 33"' and Lex though. since the 
beige and brick building is still 
vacant and I miss the old display. 
Maybe, to make a statement, I will 
"Please Toucb the Window" every 
time I pass it on my daily trek be
tween Stanton Hall and Sy Syms, 
until Chashama decides to come 
back. 

Check out Chashama's website, 
chashama.org. They are also on 
Facebook. 

Beauty and the Truth: A Review of'Something Rich and Strange' 
Submit your "A Pedestrian's 

Crossing" stories of your cultural 
experiences in NYC around Stem to 
Sari Margolis at SMargoli@yu.edu 

Abbie Wasserman 

Albert Einstein once said, "The 
ideas that have lighted my way 
have been kindness, beauty and 
truth. • "Something Rich and 
Strange," Yeshiva University (YU)'s 
first venture into the world of the 
literary magazine, strives to en· 
compass these very qualities of 
light and enlightenment. Though 
the magazine was not distributed 
until May of the spring 2010 se· 
mester, its late arrival does not 
take away from the beauty and 
truth found within its 60 pages. 
Full of stories, poems, pictures 
and essays, the magazine has been 
carefully crafted to be an attrac
tive and easy read. "Something 
rucb and Strange," stands as a tro· 
phy for YU, exemplifying diversity 
and the ongoing journey for suc
cess within the student body. 

Certain pieces included in the 
magazine contain a special view 
into everyday human life that 
readers can easily relate to. For ex
ample, "The Uncontrollable TWitch 
and the Beauty that Follows" by 
Jeremy Ucbtman elegantly de
scribes the daily challenge of living 
with Tourette's syndrome. Ucht
man gives a dignified illustration 
of how the human struggle can add 
so mucb wisdom, power and beau
ty to everyday life. The magazine 
also has poets like Avigail Solovei
cbik, who whimsically discusses 
the seemingly mundane topics of 
snowmen and organic chemistry 
lab, transforming them into mes
merizing page- turners and de
scriptive pieces of art To add to 
the diversity, in "'Oshiro's Son," 
Renee Kestenbaum spins a won· 

derful story about Japanese and 
American culture and the need for 
family approval; her smooth writ
ing style enables the lifelike tale to 
resonate strongly With readers of 
all cultural backgrounds. 

However. some of the pieces 
in "Something Rich and Strange" 
speak to some readers more than 
others; indeed, a few of the pre
sented works may cause the read
er to question why that particular 
submission was included. Matthew 
Aldis skillfully dances along the 
fine line between fact and fiction in 
his well- written "The Introduction 
to Roland Hayworth, Enthusiast of 
Education," masterfully eulogizing 
the fictitious Hayworth With sin· 
cerity and flair. However, due to its 
length, the piece comes across as 
an extraneous, exhausting history 

lesson whose cleverness and in
teresting message iS perhaps lost 
against the wit of other, shorter 
pieces. That said, the magazine 
still contains a magnif~cent air that 
is created with each poem, picture 
and short story and iS definitely 
worth reading, or at least glancing 
through. 

The presentation of pictures 
and artwork, however, is poorly 
designed. Dispersed between sto
ries and writings, Without title or 
author alongside, the seemingly 
random imagery is distracting and 
takes away from both the essence 
of the artwork and the writing it
self. To find out to whom each 
piece of art belongs, the reader 
must flip back and forth to the 
table of contents, interrupting the 
tranquility of meditation and in-

trospection that the reader might 
have experienced when first gaz
ing at a thought- provoking image. 

Artwork is also placed against 
and in between literary pieces, 
whicb sometimes leads the reader 
to think that the picture in con
nected With the writing, when they 
are, apparently, unrelated. The art 
should perhaps have been pre
sented as a standalone against a 
blank page, so the reader could 
fully enjoy, analyze and appreciate 
the submitted images without the 
influence of meaning from some· 
one else's words placed randomly 
next to it on the page. While lack of 
funding may have made this op
tion unattainable, readers should 

See LIT I\1AG page 15 
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Goodbye Eden Wok, Hello Tiberias: 

Aimee Rubensteen 

If two cafeterias, two "caf 
stores," and two local eateries are 
not enough to satiate the stomachs 
of roughly 1,000 students, then 
the 24· hour service from Tiberias, 
a new dairY. restaurant across from 
Brookdale, should suffice. Despite 
the bustling activity on 341h Street, 
two Israeli brothers have made Ti
berias a place that will relax even 
the most stressed out freshmen. 

The restaurant used to offer 
paper menus, but nas upgraded 
them to match the elegant interior. 
Marble floors, chocolate· brown 
leather chairs and delicate lighting 
work to create a warm and upscale 
aura. Appetizers, entrees, and 
desserts illuminate the counters, 
where numerous Stern students 
can be spotted. The large windows 
by the store's entrance allow din· 

A CulinaryReview 

ers to watch pedestrians. 
Tiberias has just a big enough 

spoonful of Israeli and American 
Cuisine com~ined. Since July, the 
menu - although quaint, is flex· 
ible to fit your cravings. Whether 
a customer wants a particular 
order from the salad bar, or no 
peppers and extra sauce in the 
pasta, the Tiberias staff will ca· 
ter to her needs. A recommended 
order is mushrooms, pesto sauce 
and melted mozzarella cheese on 
a fresh Panini. 

The small, breaded and fried 
cheese sticks mouthwater· 
ing mozzarella sticks - dipped 
in sweet marinara sauce or tangy 
pesto mayonnaise make an im· 
pressive appetizer. The Mexican 
Panini filled with fresh corn, black 
beans, onions, and a mix of melted 

mozzarella and cheddar cheese is 
a crisp and delicious main dish, 
along with complementary dipping 
sauces. For dessert, the staff will 
make milkshakes foamy or thick 
upon request. The "Chunky Mon
key" or "Strawberries and Cream" 
will shake away worries and pre· 
pare students to start the day off 
right or motivate them to finish 
the work piled up on their desks. 

For breakfast, get the fresh 
and delectable pancakes. Mixed 
with sweet strawberries, bananas 
or blueberries, the pancakes are 
the restaurant's great secret ad· 
vantage over other places on the 
block. Students can't get two but
termilk pancakes like this in most 
places, and to top it off, they only 
cost $7.95. 

Other prices at Tiberias are not 

The Art of t he Skyline 
Atara Arbesfeld 

The skyline of New York City is 
about to change, thanks to recent 
approval from the City Council 
for a new skyscraper to be built 
just 900 feet away from the Em
pire State Building. This approval 
comes only a few short weeks after 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg voiced 
his support for the new building 
plan. In late August, the Mayor 
came out in favor of Vomado Re
alty Trust's plan to have a building 
erected on 33rd Street, the present 
location of the Pennsylvania Ho· 
tel, which is across from Madison 
Square Garden and Penn Station. 

The new skyscraper, 15 Penn 
Plaza, towers at a whopping 1,216 
feet - only slightly shorter than 
the 1,250· foot Empire State Build
ing - designed by Pelli Clarke Pelli 
Architects. Anthony and Peter L. 
Malkin, the current owners of the 
Empire State Building, objected to 
the location of the forthcoming 15 
Penn Plaza and suggested that a 
17 block "no- go zone" be placed 
around the Empire State Building, 
which would prevent the construe· 
tion of similarly sized structures 
in the 17 · block radius surround· 
ing the tower. The Malkins also 
proposed that 1 5 Penn Plaza be 
reduced to 825 feet. 

The Malkins and similar crit· 
ics worried that the new building 
would obstruct the grand view of 
the Empire State Building from 
certain directions, dramatically 
changing the beloved New York 
City skyline. Real estate owner 
George Kauffman, a friend of the 
Malkins, even sent out a letter stat· 
ing that the new building "would 
be an assault on the Empire State 
building and the New York City 
skyline." 

However, the Malkin's propo
sition was rejected and the City 
Council approved the new two· 
billion· dollar structure in a vote of 
4 7 to one. Many council members 
were of the opinion that 15 Penn 
Plaza is an example of the ever· 
growing change that character· 
izes Manhattan. "We're a place of 
growth and forward motion," said 
Council Speaker Christine Quinn. 
"We are not Monument Valley, we 
are not a place that will ever be 
frozen in one moment in time." 

Still, for some it will take time 
to get used to seeing a structure of 
nearly equal height, and so close 
to, the most famous office build· 
ing in New York City. 

Since its construction, the Em· 
pire State Building has been ad· 
mired for its sleek archilecture, 
grandiose height, observation 
deck and the color schemes of its 
lights at night. The prominent New 
York landmark was built during 

as delectable. A Panilli to take back 
to the dormitory room is about 
$7.00, while a Panini eaten in the 
restaurant is almost double the 
cost. However, when eating in Ti· 
berias, a salad and chips come free 

the Great Depression, a result of 
the competition between John Ja· 
kob Raskob of General Motors and 
Walter Chrysler of the Chrysler 
Corporation over who could 
erect the tallest building. Though 
Chrysler finished construction of 
the 1,046· foot Chrysler building 
in 1930, Raskob was undeterred. 
Completed in 1931, the Empire 
State Building remained New York 
City's tallest structure until 1972, 
when the World Trade Center took 
the title, rising above at 1,727 
feet. 

After the World Trade Center 
was destroyed by the terrorist at· 
tacks of Sept. 11, 2 001, the Empire 
State Building resumed its position 
as the highest skyscraper in Man· 
hattan and will continue its reign 
until construction of the second 
World Trade Center is completed. 

The Empire State Building styles 
itself as an "Ambassador to New 
York" for dignitaries from all over 
the world, including Queen Eliza· 
beth, Prince Charles, Fidel Castro, 
Nikita Kruscbev, the King of Siam 
and many others. The skyscraper 
attracts tourists 365 days a year 
and is featured in popular movie 
classics such as "King Kong," "An 
Affair to Remember," and "Sleep· 
less in Seattle." 

The building contains two banks, 
a post office, three coffee shops, a 
drugstore, a Hallmark card shop, 
a sushi bar, and two restaurants 
- including Rosa's, a kosher piz
zeria frequented by members of 
the Stern College for Women (SCW) 
student body. Because of the Em
pire State Building's historical and 
cultural significance, many of its 
supporters are reluctant for it to 
share lhe limelight with another 
building within close proximity. 

Though most government offi· 
cials and journalists are in agree· 
ment regarding 15 Penn Plaza's 
right to be built on 33n1 Street and 
7'h Avenue, some are disappoint
ed with its unoriginal design. An 
editorial from The New York Times 
called the tentative design "so 
thick and bulky beside the elegant 
Empire State.~ 

Conversely, others applaud the 
construction of the new building 
because it would help create thou· 
sands of jobs for New Yorkers in 
an economy and job market that 
has become increasingly desper· 
ate, thus improving the quality of 
life for thousands of people. Its 
supporters see 15 Penn Plazas an 
opportunity to help the city grow 
and prosper. 

As the great architect Frank 
lloyd Wright put it: "Without ar· 
chitecture of our own we have no 
soul of our own civilization." 

with the meal. The chips are fried, 
thin!) >liced pieces of grated po· 
tatoes. 

Yes, Stern students like free 
food, but this venue is a chavaya 
(experience) worth paying for. 
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Anu Ratzim v'Haym Ratzim: 
A Close Look at Famous 

Jewish Athletes 

Kerri Strug 

Born in Arizona in 1977, Kerri Strug attended Hebrew 
school until the time commitment required of a nation
al- level gymnast led her daily training regimen to begin 
immediately after school ended. Yet despite her religious 
schooling from a young age, she said years later in a lec
rure at University of Florida that "thinking about Judaism 
is something that did not come to me until college." 

In 1991 Strug was chosen to be a member of the Team 
U.S.A. women's gymnastic team for the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympic Games. 

In the 1996 Olympic games in Atlanta, the American 
women's gymnastics team was on the verge of receiving 
the first all- around gymnastics gold medal tn the coun
try's history. The United States had an imposing 0.897-
point lead over the Russians- secure enough to guarantee 
the Americans the gold against anything short of a disas
ter on vault, Team U.S.A.'s finaJ gymnastics apparatus. 

The first American gymnast completed her vault with 
little difficulty. Yet two American gymnasts still needed 
to vault before the night's close: Dominique Moceanu 
and Kerri Strug. Moceanu ran towards the vault, flipped, 
and fell Then the whole world watched as Moceanu, suc
cumbing to the pressure of the Olympic games, could not 
stick her second landing. Though vault is often viewed as 
the most successful apparatus for Team U.S.A., vault was 
quickly rurning out to be a painful nightmare. In hindsight, 
however, the night's true exdtement bad yet to begin. 

American fans' hopes and dreams now centered on 
one last Olympian, Kerri Strug. Could she pull off a qual
ity vault to redeem Team U.S.A. and secure the first Team 
Gymnastics Olympic gold for the United States? Strug ran 
towards the vault and flipped through the air ending in 
a painful heap on the mat, tearing two ligaments in her 
ankle and causing a third- degree sprain. 

In a flash, fans' hopes were crushed. Though each gym
nast has two tries on the vault, no one in their wildest 
dreams could imagine that a gymnast with a badly injured 
ankle would retry a vault, much less receive a score above 
9.4 out of 10 to salvage American hopes for gold. Yet 
Strug had the vision, the determination, and, as we were 
about to see. the ability. 

As she limped to the vault platform, Strug was deter
mined not to let anything stand in her way of the goal. She 
got into position, managed to run toward the vault, did 
an impressive flip in the air, and stuck the landing on 
one fooll Strug was given a score of 9.712, securing the 
Olympic Team Gymnastics gold for the Americans beyond 
doubt. 

Carried onto the podium by her coach Bela Karolyi, 
Strug, along with her six teammates, received the ftrst 
gold medal for Team USA in Team Gymnastics. Strug and 
her fellow gymnasts are still known today as the women's 
gymnastics "Magnificent 7." They dreamed big, competed 
with great fortitude, and left with the gold. 

Sports Quote of the Month: 
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"I have heard the same question over and over 
since I received my gold medal in gymnastics on 
the Olympic podium. "You're Jewish?" people ask 
in a surprised tone. Perhaps it is my appearance 
or the stereotype that jews and sports don't mix 

that makes my Jewish heritage so unexpected. r 
think about the attributes that helped me reach 
that podium: perseverance when faced with 
pain, years of patience and hope in an uncertain 
furure, and a belief and devotion to something 
greater than myself. It makes it bard for me to 
believe that I did not lool· lc\<\1Sh up there on the 
podium. In my mind, those are attributes that 
have defined Jews throughout history." 
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- Kerri Strug 
*For more details and game recaps, visit yumacs.com. 
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Obsuvtr Staff 

Robert L Wolke, Ph.D., is profes
sor emeritus of chemistry at the 
University of Pittsburgh and the au
thor of "Food 101/ a food column 
in The Washington Post. He has 
written several books explaining 
commonplace scientific concepts, 
and is most known for his food sci
ence book "What Einstein Told His 
Cook: Kitchen Science Explained. w 

Dr. Wolke has won several awards 
for his writing, including the James 
Beard Award for the best newspa
per column. and in 2005 the Amer
ican Chemical Society selected him 
for the Grady-Stack A ward for in
terpreting chemistry for the public. 

Observer Staff: Your Ph.D. is 
in Nuclear Chemistry, yet you are 
most well known for your book 
"What Einstein Told His Cook," 
which is about food science. Can 
you please describe your transition 
between the two fields? 

Dr. Wolke: (Laughs) They're 
pretty far apart, aren't they? Well, 
I was always a sldnny, fussy eater 
as a ldd; my mother was pretty 
conservative and not the greatest 
cook. The first time I experienced 
good food was as a grad student 
at Comell ... the Home Economics 
students ran a cafeteria as part of 
their curriculum and that's where 
I learned about real good food. 
Once I began my career in chemis
try, I always kept my love of food, 
and began to write about it. After 
I retired from teaching, I decided 
to focus on my writing, particu
larly writing for newspapers. My 
wife, Marlene, always worked with 
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SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

Ten Questions with Dr. Robert L. Wolke 

food-she was food editor of a 
magazine for some time-so we 
decided to try to combine food 
and science into writing. I wrote a 
column, Food 101, for the Wash
ington Post for ten years, after 
which I wrote "What Einstein Told 
His Cook" and the sequel, "What 
Einstein Told His Cook 2." 

OS: How do you find that writ· 
ing books compares to teaching in 
a lecture hall? 

Dr. WolJce: There are many 
similarities. Writing books is just 
teaching on paper. The definition 
of teaching anything, and espe
cially of teaching science, is to ex
plain something in simple terms in 
order to make people understand. 
You have to make things simple. 

OS: Which areas of chemistry 
have you taught? Where there any 
specific courses that you enjoyed 
teaching? Why? 

Dr. Wolke; I taught a class on 
research in nuclear chemistry, 
which was exclusively for seniors 
and grad students. 1 really liked 
my freshman chemistry course; I 
taught it to a class of about 300 
students, which was really fun. 

OS: Why did such a big crowd ap
peal to you? 

Dr. Wolke: I like to put humor 
into everything: my lectures, my 
writing, and my everyday life. 
Teaching a big crowd allowed me 
to put humor into my lectures and 
let it have a big audience. It was a 
performance, but it was also a lot 
of hard work; I had to really work 
to make sure I was explalning ev
erything clearly. 

Sdence Book Short 

OS: You often focused on teach
ing chemistry courses for non-sd
ence majors. Why is that? 

Dr. Wolke; Simply put, 1 like 
it because it's more challenging. 
Science majors, in general, take 
science courses in order to spit 
information back onto tests, get 
their good grades, and move on to 
either medical school or graduate 
school. Non- majors are a challenge 
to teach-and I love challenges. My 
students often took chemistry as a 
requirement and were scared stiff; 
it was up to me to make them un
derstand and enjoy the material. I 
remember one class in particular ... 
it was a class of about 200 fresh
men in the University's nursing 
program, but sprinkled into the 
class were a few older R.N.'s (Reg
istered Nurses) who were return
ing to school for their bachelor's 
degree. They were fun. .. they were 
tough and didn't take nothing 
from nobody Oaughs). 

OS: Many undergraduates find 
the idea of a career in teaching 
higher-level chemistry to be too 
daunting (and thus feel discour
aged from taking the Ph.D. route) 
because they feel that they will 
have to spend many years doing 
laboratory research and publish
Ing papers based on their research. 
How has chemistry research fit into 
your career? 

Dr. Wolke: In my undergradu
ate studies, I had to complete a 
senior thesis, which required a lot 
of laboratory work. Then, graduate 
school is mostly laboratory work, 
which is guided by a professor. 

By the time you get an academic 
appointment in a university, you 
usually have graduate students 
working for you in the lab. It re
ally depends upon the professor's 
working style. 

OS: Do you find -that a career In 
scientific research Is easy to bal
ance with a family life? 

Dr. Wolke.: It depends upon 
whether you are working in a uni
versity or in industry. Women in 
universities tend to have an easier 
time with taking time off to have 
children. Nowadays, they have 
maternity leave, and even pater
nity leave! I suppose the men have 
to change their share of diapers, 
too Oaughs). I'm not too sure of 
industry, though. since I'm not ex
perienced in the area. 

OS: Do you have any advice for 
aspiring chemists? 

Dr. Wolke: I hate to sound cli
che, but study hard, and learn, 
learn, learn! Don't ever stop learn
ing. Throughout my career, l've 
always learned as much as I've 
taught. You need to learn chem
istry until you get to the point of 
understanding where you've got 
it in your gut, not just your mind. 
You have to make chemistry a part 
of you, to have passion for it. And 
if you study hard and don't feel it 
inside you. perhaps you need to 
look into something else. 

OS: And aspiring writers, espe
cially science writers? 

Dr. Wolke: As far as writing 
goes, it's a matter of language 
rather than science. For science 
writing, it's more important to be a 

good writer than a good scientist, 
but even so, it is helpful to have a 
scientific background so that you 
know what you're writing about. I 
remember my first food editor at 
the Washington Post; she switched 
from the food section to the real 
estate section with no problem ... 
journalists amaze me with their 
flexibility. Being a good writer re
quires being a good thinker frrst; 
you have to have a respect and 
passion for language in order to 
succeed. 

OS: Where do you see the future 
of science headed? 

Dr. Wolke; I see science as con
tinuing on the trajectory it's been 
on for the past 30 to 40 years. On 
the whole, science research has 
been aimed towards human health: 
physiology and brain function. Re
ally, what science is aiming to do is 
to help us understand more about 
ourselves. 

OS: Lastly, you included many 
recipes in "What Einstein Told His 
Cook" and its sequel in order to 
illustrate different scientific con
cepts. Which was your favorite rec
ipe to develop? 

Dr. Wolke: Well, all the recipes 
in my books were developed by 
my wife, Marlene Parrish. Well, all 
but one. The Marshmallow Zaps 
(a dessert that demonstrates the 
mechanisms of microwave tech
nology) are my invention, though. 
and I love them. They're so much 
fun! 

Book about Height has Room for Growth 
Coming Soon: 'The Nutrition 

Nook' 
Helen Ayala Unger 

This month's science pick, "Nor
mal at Any Cost" by Susan Cohen 
and Christine Cosgrove, begins 
with the story of Laura, a girl 
whose mother is over six feet 
tall. Fearing that their daugh
ter would reach the same tow
ering height, her parents took 
her to a doctor, who immedi
ately begins hormone therapy 
with a then· experimental drug 
called DES in order to stunt 
her growth. The side effects 
of the treatment are gruesome 
and long- lasting, eventually 
rendering Laura incapable of 
having children. The story is 
unfortunate for the reader as 
well, since after this sad tale 
is told, the book goes downhlll 
rather quickly. 

"Normal at Any Cost" por
trays the widespread efforts of 
parents and doctors to "stan
dardize" children's height, 
most often by trying to stimu
late growth in boys and stunt it 
in girls. In order to do this, risky 
therapies and medical procedures 
are performed, many of which are 

untested before they are used on 
patients. The side effects of these 
treatments are severe, often caus-

the people treated for the "handi
cap" of extreme height do not 
benefit at all from their treatment, 

and the only parties that ul
timately gain are the phar
maceutical companies who 
manufacture the medicines. 

The interesting subject 
matter of "Normal at Any 
Cost" provides ample room 
for scientific explanations 
about physiology and gives 
several opportunities to 
present case studies with 
personal anecdotes about 
the patients treated for "ab
normal" size. Unfortunately, 
though, the book takes ad
vantage of barely any of 
these prospects, and instead 
chooses to focus on the de
velopment of drug treat
ments and the gains made by 
manufacturing companies. 
Nothing is redeemed by its 

cntouragccdgc.com writing style, and the people 
interviewed for the book are 
sparsely quoted. Ultimately, 

ing problems that last through this book about height has its own 
adulthood. Unfortunately, most of significant room for growth. 

Sarab Edinger 

Once again, a long- awaited 
summer has passed. Normal
ly, this would cause a state of 
mourning amongst Stern College 
for Women (SCW) students; how
ever, this year something new 
and exciting is about to appear. 

You are currently holding 
a fresh copy of the Observer 
newspaper, but this year is no 
ordinary year for the Observer 
as it introduces a new column 
titled "The Nutrition Nook." This 
column iS going to provide a 
plethora of practical information 
about the many different aspects 
of nutrition. 

There is much more to nutri
tion than slmply eating brussel 
sprouts and avoiding trans fats; 
proper nutrition encompasses a 
whole new way of Uf~. This col
umn hope to provide useful, fun 

and inspiring words of advice 
and e.ncouragement about how 
to keep you and your loved ones 
on a healthy track to year of sue-
cess. 

Some future topics will unveil 
the many myths that surround 
food and eating habits; for ex· 
ample, the truth behind substi
tute sugars, whole grains and 
low- fat foods. The column will 
raise awareness about childhood 
obesity and spread information 
about how to battle it. Addition· 
ally, the column give helpful ad
vice about all the different types 
of eating disorders. 

We look forward to hearing 
your feedback; please feel free to 
contact us with ideas for future 
articles, comments, questions or 
concerns at sedjnger430@.1gmail. 

~-
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Avlgail SolovelchJk 

It is often said that there is a 
place for everyone in medicine. 
This statement Is strengthened 
by the fact that any medical field 
must adapt to various locations 
and patients. Specialty fields such 
as wilderness, aerospace and army 
medicine must adapt to situations 
and issues not pertinent to stan
dard hospital care. 

Army medicine is unique in 
that it serves not only individu
als, but also the nation as a whole. 
Military healthcare personnel are 
part of an elaborate structure and 
must therefore exhibit complex 
teamwork. U.S. army healthcare 
is overseen by two organizations: 
the U.S Army Medical Department 
(AI>fEDDl and the U.S. Army Medi
cal Command (MEDCOM). While 
AMEDD oversees special corps 
deployed with the traveling army, 
MEDCOM is in charge of fixed 
healthcare facilities and routine 
military treatments. The teamwork 
required to maintain this hierarchy 
is highlighted by AMEDD's strate· 
gic theme, "Build the Team." In a 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH 

Science Career Spotlight: 
'Army Medicine . . . Nation Strong!' 

similar vein, its mission statement 
concludes with "Army Medicine ... 
Army Strong!" 

Army medicine in the United 
States dates back to the Revo· 
lutionary War. The Continental 
Congress sanctioned a U.S. Army 
in June 1775 and founded the 
first Army hospital Jess than two 
months later. Not until 1818, how
ever, did the Army hospital be
come a permanent service, termed 
the "Medical Department." Subdi
visions and branches materialized 
over the years, and the Medical 
Department was renamed once in 
1950 before becoming the Army 
Medical Department in 1968. 

Today, U.S. Army medicine is 
part of a complex political and 
military structure. In fact, bridg
ing these distinct aspects- be
hind- the- scenes administration 
and on- the- field treatment-is a 
primary Army concern. For this 
reason, one physician serves as 
both the Army surgeon general 
(head of AMEDD) and the com
manding general of the U.S. Army 

Medical Command (MIDCOM). 
As Army surgeon general, he is 
the top physician advising Army 
leaders and developing policy and 
budget. As head of MEDCOM, he 
executes policy and commands 
fixed hospitals. In order to bet
ter unify the two divisions, staff 
responsibilities overlap between 
AMEDD and MEDCOM. 

AMEDD is comprised of s.ix spe
cial medical branches, or corps: 
dental, medical, medical service. 
medical specialist, nurse, and vet
erinary corps. MEDCOM is divided 
into six Regional Medical Com
mands, each overseeing a differ
ent geographic area. This diversity 
is only a small part of the variety 
present in the five military branch
es: Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air 
Force and Coast Guard. just as 
there are many different ways to 
be a soldier, there are many differ
ent ways to be a military health
care provider. 

Members of the Medical Service 
Corps, for example, manage many 
administrative and scientific spe-

dalties. Although direct patient 
care is found in the Medical Ser
vice Corps, it is more common in 
the Medical and Medical Specialist 
Corps. Personnel in the Medical 
Spectalist Corps include occupa
tional therapists, physical thera
pists, dietitians and physician 
assistants. Commissioned physi
ctans serve in the Medical Corps; 
they must have a Medical Doctor 
(M.D.) or a Doctor of Osteopathic 
Medicine (D.O.) degree and a med
ical license. 

Army doctors can serve primar
ily in either field units or fixed 
units. Field units are stationed 
with soldiers who are in combat; 
fixed units, found at home as well 
as abroad, function as general 
healthcare facilities for all military 
personnel. Although the Medical 
Corps is a non- combat branch, 
pbysidans can still occasionally be 
deployed to combat zones. This 
assignment, however, differs from 
trained- in- combat army medics. 
Despite the seeming job specific
ity, there is no typical army expe· 
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rience and each army doctor has 
his or her unique stories. 

As part of the U.S. government, 
the function of the u.s. Army 
Medical Department is, to a large 
extent, political. Uke other federal 
departments, AMEDD has to deal 
with budgeting and conducting 
business. 

But army medicine is also a 
physical and ideological necessity. 
After noting its duty to "Conserve 
the Fighting Strength," AMEDD's 
website writes: • At another level, 
our mission is a very human one. 
Army Medicine reassures warriors 
and their families that, if they do 
get hurt, they will receive the best 
possible care and will have the 
best possible chances of recover
ing full health. n Army doctors, 
nurses, therapists, researchers and 
administrators are standing be
hind our soldiers. Their presence 
is a sign of hope and trust for the 
soldiers, just as the soldiers are a 
sign of hope and trust for Ameri
can citizens. 

Want to write for 
The Observer? 

Well, WE want you to! 
whether it's News, Features, Arts & Culture, 

Science & Health, Sports, Style, Israel, or Opinions 
- there's something for everyone! 

Etl'lail scwobserver@gtJtail.com fOPAY! 
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ISRAEL 

Israeli Pop-Star on Beren Campus 
Lauren Burstein 

On August 27, members of the 
Yeshiva University (YU) under
graduate student body gathered in 
the Geraldine Schottenstein Cul
tural Center for a concert starring 
Israeli pop- singer, Gad Elbaz. The 
concert, organized by Student Af
fairs and funded by Lori Schotten
stein, was part of a week-long se
ries of orientation kick- off events. 
Unlike the other orientation events 
that Look place during the week 
which were only opened to new 
students, including a night tour of 
New York City and a trip to Ma
dame Toussad's Wax museum, the 
concert invited all undergraduate 
members to attend. 

Elbaz, originally from Yehud, Is
rael, bas recorded several albums. 
His songs include religious and 
spiritual elements, and he has had 
world- wide success. He is known 
for his desire to relay meaning to 
both observant and non- obser
vant Jews through his lyrics. As 
his personal website mentions, 
"Gad believes that music can help 
bridge the gap between different 
peoples' viewpoints in life." 

Elbaz succeeded in bringing 
spiritual elements to his perfor
mance for the YU community. He 
mentioned his inherent connec
tion to the State of Israel, and even 
harmonized to a blessing that he 
made before d.rinking a glass of 
water. Other songs that he sang 
included hits such as, "Halailah 

Gad Elbaz performs attire Scholtenstein Cultural Center. 

Zeh Hazman" and "AI Naharot 
BaveL" 

But Elbaz did not only exude a 
sense of calm spirituality. He also 
managed to energize the crowd 
with a number of rock songs that 
brought the audience members out 

of their seats. People sang along 
to the lyrics as glow- in- the- dark 
necklaces were handed out. 

Dena Shayne, a senior at Stern 
College for Women (SCW), utterly 
enjoyed herself. "The Gad Elbaz 
concert was amazing," Shayne 

The Jewish Holiday in Israel 
Lauren Burstein 

I can see the yellows and greens 
in the distance. The colors juxta
pose one another as if they were 
a sliver of the rainbow. A perfect 
combination of an unlikely pair. I 
am walking up Jaffa Street in Je
rusalem, approaching the shuk(Is
raeli market). The colors suddenly 
become objects that are familiar to 
my eyes. They are rows of lulavim 
and etrogim, the plant and fruit 
used for religious purposes on the 
Jewish holiday of Sukkot. 

It is erev Sukkot • and Jerusa
lem's town center is filled with last 
minute shoppers. Mothers pushing 
small children in strollers, chil
dren carrying food- filled shop
ping bags back to their homes, 
men racing to purchase their holi
day supplies. r pass by a running 
teenager wearing headphones. 1 
can hear the music blasting into 
his ears. "Lecha dodi likrat kallah," 
are the words that he is listening 
to, a Jewish song that is sung on 
Shabbat. I look around and think 
about how I am surrounded by 
Jewish customs. I am surrounded 
by lives that revolve around the 
Jewish holidays and prayers, and 
during this pre- holiday craziness 
everyone is affected by the infec
tious excitement and spirit. 

I revert my attention back to 
the lulavim and etrogtm. Men and 
women lean over carefully to ex-

amine their prospective buys. They 
each tenderly pick up the small, 
round etrog, smell it, and feel its 
bumpy texture. They examine 
their lulav by running their fingers 
down the plant's long, green side. 
Somehow amongst the hustle and 
bustle of the shopping, a quiet at
mosphere has enveloped around 
the holy plants and fruit. 

I think this might be the perfect 
metaphor for the Jewish essence. 
Each individual is having an in
trospective moment, a moment in 
which they choose their personal 
religious object. And yet, they 
are all having their introspective 
moments as .a group. They are a 
blend of insular experiences, and 
together they form a communal 
event. The Jewish holidays re
quire each individual to evaluate 
his own place and purpose in ·the 
world. Yet, the prayers are done as 
a group. Jews can never really have 
a purely individual experience be
cause they are so inherently con
nected to other Jews through ritu· 
als and prayers. 

That magical experience was 
during my post- high school year 
studying in Israel, the only time I 
have ever been there for the Jew
ish holidays. Fast forward three 
years, to the present. I have since 
returned back to the United States, 
and my holiday season has been 

restored to the November and De
cember months. While I do think 
back on the prayers and the sing· 
ing that I engaged in during Sukkot 
and other holidays that year in Is
rael, I mostly think about this ex
perience that 1 bad while walking 
in the street on that erev Sukkot. 

I am able to experience very 
moving and intellectually stimu
lating p rayers in the United States. 
As I mentioned, jews have the 
ability to come together and cre
ate a community through their 
individual strengths. And this can 
happen anywhere, whether it be 
Israel, New York or Hong- Kong. 
Yet, one thing that is not replicable 
outside of Israel is the complete 
attention to the Jewish calendar. 
By the mere fact that it is a Jewish 
state, Israel functions on the Jew
ish calendar. Life revolves around 
the Jewish holidays, and com
munities are built with a sense of 
Jewish spirit. The Jewish holidays 
in Israel go beyond the religious 
aspects of the days. They mark the 
seasons and are ultimately foun
dations for the development of the 
year as a whole. 

1 walk over towards the lulavim 
and etrogim table. I pick up the 
smallest etrog on the table, smell 
it, and decide that it is the one I 
will buy. 

YUFlikr 

commented. "The energy that he 
brought to the stage was infec
tious; the entire room felt it. It re
ally shows how amazing Student 
Affairs is for getting YU an Israeli 
pop- star. l can't wait to see what 
they have next!" 

Dani Lent, a senior at SCW, 
was pleased to have partidpated 
in such an event. "The Gad Elbaz 
concert was a fun way to bang out 
with friends on a Thursday night," 
she noted. Ayala Raice, also a se
nior at sew. could not have agreed 
more, calling the concert "a Stern 
sensation." 

While some students, includ
ing Naomi Rosenberg, felt that 
the concert was successful, they 
would have liked to see greater at
tendance. "It was really fun, but I 
wish there bad been more people 
there," noted Rosenberg, a senior 
at sew. "It was open to Stern and 
Yeshiva College (YC) students, but 
there were so few YC students 
that it felt more like an exclusively 
Stern event," she said. Yet, though 
Rosenberg felt the audience was 
small, she noted that those who 
came benefited greatly. "Everyone 
was really into it and had a great 
time," she added. 

The Gad Elbaz concert com
bined two imperative aspects of 
YU's "Torah U'Mada" philosophy: 
Judaism and modern culture. It 
was the perfect way to begin the 
new academic year and introduce 
new students to life at YU. In his 
song, "Haleilah Zeh Hazman," El
baz sang words that encapsulated 
the night's theme of beginning: 

Let the rhythm lead you. 
Raise your hands 'cause every

thing starts here. 

Beauty and the Truth: A Review 
of'Something Rich and Strange,' 

Yeshiva University's Literary 
Magazine 

UT MAGfrompogo /2 

take a second look at the pictures 
again without focusing on the sur
rounding words. This allows one 
to experience each piece of art
work in the manner its submitter 
intended 

To go through each piece and 
the elements they contribute to 
"Something Rich and Strange" 
would take away from the surprise 
and delight that can be found in 
the magazine's pages. In it, how
ever, the reader will discover and 
encounter what the Encarta dic
tionary describes as "rich": some
thing with "a pleasantly strong, 
smooth flavor, having a strong and 

pleasant smell, deep or fully satu
rated in color, with a deep smooth 
full sound." Indeed, all of the 
reader's senses will be utilized and 
enlightened through this strange -
not expected, normal or ordinary 
- literary experience. 

"Rich" is similarly defined by 
the Encarta dictionary as "worth a 
great deal, made from or consist
ing of things of the highest qual
ity" and is therefore an appropri
ate title for YU's first foray into the 
literary magazine realm. Students 
are left with a sense of dignity and 
pride after discovering that they 
attend a university whose student 
body bas created such a piece of 
art and intellect. 

Check us out online 

www.yuobserver.com 
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STUDENT SNAPSHOTS 

WIN A $5 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO STARBUCKS! 
The first 5 students to solve this week's puzzle corner get a $5 coffee gift certificate. Email solutions ASAP to rtrogawski@gmail.com 

I•tJZZJ.,I~ (;()JlNEil 
DAVmA KOLLMAB 

My first Thursday night after my first full week on campus, 1 returned home exhausted. 
I explained to my mother that on each evenings that week from Sunday to Wednesday I had 
participated in a ctifferent activity (one of the evenings had two activities), in addition to all 
the homework I had. Each event had been run by a different person, and lasted a different 
amount of time (0.5 hour, 1 hour, 1.5 hours, 2 hours, 2.5 hours). Also, each activity was 
held in one of four locations (including off- campus). I was so tired that I was unable to get 
my sentences straight, so can you help ill}' mother figure out which event occurred on each 
night of the week, jts location, wbo organized it, and the amount of time it ran? 

1. Thankfully, the two activities which were on the same night were the two shortest 
activities and were held in the same building. 

2. The five events were the only activity held on Sunday, the only event held at the Sy 
Syms building, the shortest activity, the shiur, and the activity led by an admissions 
officer. 

3. The pre- engineering meeting, led by a faculty advisor, was later in the week than 
the evening my family took me out to dinner for my birthday, but lasted for a 
shorter amount of time. 

4. The student and the professor both hosted their events earlier in the week than 
the event held at the Yeshiva University Museum; at least one gave her presenta· 
tion at Stanton Hall. 

5. The length of Wednesday's program was longer than the sum of the times of the 
newspaper information session (which was not led by a professor) and the only 
event held on Tuesday. 

6. "And to top it all off," I said to my mother, ''yesterday I was complaining to an up
perclassman friend that I would not be able to partidpate in any other activities 
that evening due to the honors dinner. And you know what she said? That this 
week had relatively few events, and that subsequent weeks will have even more!" 
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STYLE 

Getting Bang For Your Bulk: My Search For Health Club Happiness 
TaUa Kaufmann 

Any fashionista knows that the 
greatest accessory of all is one's 
health. A healthy attitude and figure 
are necessary for embracing one's 
own fabulosity. But having a fit figure 
means more than avoiding the Sharp
ie look in a pencil skirt. It's about a 
healthy body and a healthy mindset 
on a life. With New York City puJiing 
us in every direction, we need to firm 
up to survive out here. A good gym 
can help you to hold it together bet
ter than any pair or Spanx ever could. 

I was on the hunt for a healthy 
cub th1s semester There w~ so much 
consider, between not feeling like 
an outcast Orthodox Jew in a trendy 
New York City gym, finding upbeat 
group classes. and $Cnding Daddy 
the bill. But I knew that I needed to 
keep things in per:.pect1ve; shoppmg 
for a gym is much like shopping for 
a new dress - you need to consider 
your budget as well as the quality 
to find what fits you best. And luck
ily for those searching for frocks as 
well as those on the hunt for a health 
club, we are dealing with the city 
that has an answer for every budget. 

As a student of Stern College, I 
think we have it pretty good health
wise. The salad bar may have wilted 
vegetables now and then, but we can 
always work off those pre-wrapped 
peanut butter cookies in our own 
private gyms. However, sometimes 
we want to expand our horizons 
beyond the mim dumbbells of the 
dorm basement. Sure, the treadmills 
in Brookdale are nice, but some
times we need to actually go some
where to reach our workout goals. 

And so starts the search for a 
gym. Thankfully, there are more 
gyms in the Murray Hill area than 
overpriced gourmet markets and 
undersized purse pooches. So bow 
do you choose which health club 
can get you whipped into shape? 

For many, going to the gym 
is all about looking good. And 

Aimee Ruben steen 

Alas, the time has arrived 
when the summer is actually over; 
we unpack all of our goodies and 
settle in to the dorms. Don't fret 
the big dollar signs on your credit 
card bill when decorating comes to 
mind Recessionistas have united 
and planned a DJY (Do lt Yourself) 
guide to make every dormitory room 
fit for a princess. Whether you are 
into sports, incense or glamour, your 
room should be your oasis. After a 
long day of the Stern College dual 
curriculum, a little feng sbui will 
definitely re-energize your mood. 

Hooks. First things first, no 
matter which dormitory you live in 
it is obvious that space is key. Even 

how good does this look: $19.99 a 
month - the price per month of the 
new promotion at Boom, a gym just 
around the comer. It's just a hop, skip 
and a squat away from Brookdale. 

That price certainly had me im
aging frightening thoughts of meat
heads and body odor. But Boom 
most certainly had me pleasantly sur-

no hierarchy .... We are always here 
for you. Our entire staff is not only 
dedicated to our clientele but incred
ibly down-to-earth. Boom truly is a 
community: it's large enough that we 
can offer the top quality services, but 
small enough that it has a friendly, 
quaint feel. But when it comes down 
to it, when you're a student, it's all 

The face of fitness is most certianly looking good with Equinox .i top-notch facilities 

prised. The value is truly impeccable. 
lt truly is a Park Avenue gym with 
a sketchy basement rec room price. 

Boom offers loads of equipment, 
a friendly environment and a boom
ing class schedule - including high 
intensity cardio, abs and glutes x
press courses, as well as a variety of 
classics, such as Boot Camp, Zumba 
and even Physical Education. They 
have a variety of cardio and strength 
training machines as well as a dedi
cated staff to make sure that their cli
entele feels comfortable in the gym. 

The classes are smaller to 
offer individualized attention. '"We 
make an extra effort to provide a com
fortable environment for our female 
clients," says Boom Manager John 
Servivo, "Many of our trainers and in
structors are females and our classes 
are often 50-50, women to men, even 
75-25." He adds, "this is certainly not 
a beef cake or power lifting gym" 

But what truly makes Boom 
unique? "This is a people's gym'', ex
plains Servivo, noting that "everyone 
truly enjoys coming here. There is 

if you have the alcove, a little more 
room will keep you more organized. 
Buy plastic adhesive hooks in what
ever size you deem necessary. Hang 
them in the bathroom for your fluffy 
towels or by the door to serve as a coat 
hanger during the winter. Here's an 
idea: your hook. placed by a mirror, 
can model your outfit before you do. 

Plastic adhesive hooks arc 
available in Duane Reade, K-Man, 
and Jack's 99 Cent Store. Brows
ing around Jack's after snatch
ing some hooks for other cheap 
buys is recommended. Bed ris
ers are a great space-maker, tool 

With the necessary space 
available, start to create and reinvent. 

about convenience and affordability." 
Boom certainly delivers. They 

are open 24 hours most nights, and 
with their no-excuses distance from 
most dorms we should certainly take 
advantage of it when we need to kill 
stress around exams times. The price 
is equal to two Mendy's salads a 
month. Try crunching those numbers. 

If Boom is the people's gym, 
then Equinox is the V!People's gym. 
Equinox is known for their star-stud
ded clientele. However, I learned that 
every celeb-body wannabe that sets 
their sneaker inside is treated like red 
carpet royalty. Equinox will not only 
cater to you like an A-Lister, but will 
have you looking like one as well 

Upon arrivmg to Equinox I 
was quickly directed to my newest 
best friend and membership advi
sor, Chnstin Whitley. Her Southern 
charm was sunply an addition to the 
experience, because Equinox simply 
sells itself. "Equinox is one happy 
family - literally." Whitley declares. 
"From the front desk, to the member
ship advisors, trainers, instructors and 

DIYVa Va Room 

The walls serve as a black canvas 
for kaleidoscope-like ideas. To make 
your room a cocoon of inspiration, 
cover the walls with the pages of 
novels you don't read anymore (you 
can buy used books very inexpen
Sively around the city). We all have 
piles of books we have never read, or 
have read already and just serve as 
clutter. Simply rip out the pages and 
tape them onto the wall (this couJd 
be therapeutic). Pages Like these can 
replace the ordinary posters students 
usually hang on dorm walls. Never 
underestimate how much you can 
do with zero money, tons of creativ
ity, and a little frustration added in. 

A brilliant way to distance yourself 

spa staff, everyone is always smiling 
here. It's because we really believe 
in what we do. We help our mem
bers reach their goals and provide the 
highest quality service. We help peo
ple lead healthier lifestyles. What 's a 
happier job than that?" asks Whitley. 

It's no wonder Whitley and the 
rest of her Equi-family are so chip-

Equinox 

per in the endorphm-charged oasis of 
Equinox. Everything, from the futur
istic cardio machines, to the towels, to 
the members is beautiful. Everything 
is top-of-the-line because Equinox is 
truly dedicated to giving members 
the highest quality experience. Their 
philosophy? They provide the best for 
their customers so that their customers 
will expect d1e best from themselves. 

Trainers literally line up around 
the block to audition to teach one of 
a kind classes, such as the plastic sur
gery alternatives: Brazillian Tummy 
Tuck, Upper Cuts and Transcend 
Cycle, an intensive "transcendent" 
workout for the soul as well as the 
thighs. The Equinox mstructors and 
trainers have equally impressive re
sumes, having trained former football 
and soccer star players as current as 
New York Jets' Curtis Williams. Oth
er of their former clients include a 
junior Olympian, a Martial arts mas
ter, a boxing coach and several strong 
man competition champions. This 
eclectic crew of in-shape overachiev
ers has helped Equinox to develop 

from conventional picture hangings is 
to reinvent the1r medium. A laundry 
line can be an alternative hanger for 
pictures and memorabilia. Homesick
ness will be cured when p1ctures of 
your family, h1gh school friends and 
pet dog hang whimsically around you. 

It's really simple: you will need 
string, tape and clothespms; paper
clips work too. First, cut a long string 
of yam or ribbon and tape one end to 
a wall and one end to another wall, 
ceiling or piece of furniture. Next, 
attach clothespins evenly, or ran
domly, onto the line. Then choose 
photos, Broadway show ticket stubs, 
or whatever you wish to hang and 
clip them to the line. Voila, your 

a pretty impressive resume as well. 
Equinox was named Best Health 

Club in New York for its impres
sive 18 year of existence. It was 
also awarded Best Health Cub in 
America by Fitness Magazine. 

"Perhaps I am most proud of 
being names the Healthiest Gym in 
America by Health Magazine." Equi
nox Manager Adin Alin tells me. 
"That truly shows that we more than 
your average gym. We take a 360-
degree approach to wellness. And 
it shows, not only in our traditional 
health club amenities. but in our in 
tour cutting-edge spa treatment~. 
our bi-annual member parities, [and] 
mostly in our consistency with our 
members. We have the highest reten
sion rate of any health club in coun
try. 70 percent of people who join for 
one year stay on board for at least a 
second year. The numbers truly speak 
for themselves," she says proudly. 

And they spoke to me as well. I 
became one of the newest Equinox 
members. And membership to the 
greatest health club in New York City 
surely has its perks. Upon member
ship, members receive free Equifit 
health evaluation, personal training 
(with my other new BFF and per
sonal trainer Julia), pilates sessions, 
discounts at many local businesses 
(free Berry Wild!) and so much 
more. But the most importantly, I 
chose the right gym that I believe 
cares about my all-around wellncss, 
since the most important investment 
you can ever make is in yourself. 

Luckily for the ladies of Stem 
College, both Boom and Equi
nox have been kind enough to of
fer deals to our student body. 

If you would like to join either gym, 
please contact me at ta/ia.kaufinan0. 
fm!ml.c:om. subject Bulk, and I would 
be happy to coordinate a student deal. 

very own laundry line of memories. 
For a more traditional room 

decoration that still has variety, use 
temporary wallpaper, known as Tern
paper, sold at Target and Urban Out
fitters. Tempaper can be easily ap
plied, removed and repositioned, so 
you can indulge in guilt-free bursts 
of creativity. You can also buy cork
board from Staples. push-pin me
mentos to its surface, and cut it into 
squares to sprinkle around your room. 

Thereisanendlessamountofways 
to design or innovate your dorm room 
this fall. Home away from home just 
turned your cubicle into va va room. 
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OPINIONS 

The Park51 Controversy: Students For and Against 

Against the Mosque at Ground Zero: In Favor of the Mosque at Ground Zero 
September What? 

IIana Rostyk Sasba Bogursky 

I was a fifth grader in school on 
the Upper West Side of Manhat
tan when terrorists h\jack:ed two 
commercial passenger jet airlin
ers, and crashed them into the 
World Trade Center. The city was 
completely shut down, but it had 
never seemed busier. There was a 
constant hum of helicopters fly
ing overhead, people were run
ning around hanging up posters 
of missing loved ones. The sky 
was black: with thick smoke; the 
smell of burning lingered for what 
seemed like weeks. 

I watched the footage of the 
towers falling over and over again 
with my family. For some reason, I 
do not recall feeling scared. What I 
do remember was sharing an over
whelming sense of unity with the 
rest of America. On the news you 
heard crowds of people chanting 
"USA, USA," and anyone who was 
able ran into the burning buildings 
hoping to save a life. Even at such 
a young age, I had never felt such 
faith in America and in the ability 
of the American people to remain 
united and strong through diffi
cult times. 

A wave of shock swept over 
the country as footage of Middle 
Eastern reactions to the attacks 
surfaced. People were dancing 
in the streets, burning American 
flags, and celebrating the murder 
of thousands of innocent people. 
Americans swore to never forget 
what happened on that grim Sep
tember morning. 

Yet, nine years later, under a 
new presidential administration, 
1 am appalled at how quickly and 
easily Americans have forgotten 
what was lost and what was gained 
on that day. 

In the aftermath of Sept. 11, a 
message of purpose and deter
mination rang out clearly through 
the country. The intention of this 
cowardly act of terrorism was not 
merely to murder innocent people; 
it was a direct attack: on our way of 
life, our values, our freedoms, and 
what makes us unique. 

That uniqueness is summa
rized perfectly by the phrase on 
the humble dollar bill: E PLURI
BUS UNUM, "out of many, one." 
This phrase does not denote our 
acceptance and tolerance of all 
races, religions and cultures sim
ply because we are a democracy, 
but rather it means that out of the 
many faces, accents, cuisines and 
prayers that you experience in a 
walk around Manhati.m. yo:;a will 
see one people arise, united. 

In the absence of a monument 
to honor those who were mur
dered in the 9/ 11 attacks, build
ing a so- called "cultural center" 
on the ashes of Ground Zero, and 

Much controversy 
bas arisen in recent 
months regarding the 
ParkS! Community 
Center, hailed by crit
ics as "the Mosque at 
Ground Zero." The 
point of controversy is 
ParkSl's Location near 
the site of the World 
Trade Center. The out
cry against the ParkS1 
has been vicious and 
loud, with virtual and 
actual protests taking 
place across the United 
States. 

A superficial analy
sis of the case against 
ParkS! can help explain 
the initial fear and an
ger felt by Americans 
towards the establish
ment of the community 
center. September 11th 
was a scarring event in 
American history, and 
for the past decade 
America has been in
volved in a war against 
radical Islamic terror-

Jamie population, but all facilities 
will be open to anyone who wishes 
to use them. The Septeinber 11th 
memorial within the center will be 
open to the general New York City 

and tourist community. 
Opposers have stated that this 

is "desecration of holy ground." 
However, many facts show the fal
lacy of this criticism. First of all, 
there is no view of Ground Zero 
from the community center. It 
is two blocks away, and the area 
is crowded with other buildings. 
Second of all, those other build· 
ings are not all memorials for Sep
tember 11th and probably should 
be the ones under fire instead of 
a peace- based community center: 
strip dubs, bars, lounges, Century 
21, Wall Street- the area is packed 
with a plethora of different toxic 
commercial ventures. 

The building for ParkS! was 
originally going to be an apart
ment building, but the owner be
lieved that the property might bet· 
ter serve the area With a different 
usage; deciding on a community 
center that pledges to spread ed
ucation about pluralism and cul

SOMAArchitects ism. The combination ture, and about the importance 
of these two has ob- of peace and tolerance, the owner 

An artist :S rendering of the proposed Islamic Center 
scured our view of the assembled a team to put the com-

claiming that it is a place to fos
ter tolerance, strains credulity. If 
Imam Rauf really wanted to help 
bridge the gap between American 
Muslims and the American people, 
why not build a 9/11 memorial or 
join others to build a truly non
denominational space? Why are 
they building such a prominent 
structure to house a mosque? 

Certainly, not all Muslims are 
responsible for the 9/11 attacks, 
but the people who are responsi
ble claim allegiance to Islam Nine 
years later, with the reconstruc
tion of Ground Zero still unfin
ished, while we are still at war with 
the very same extremists, it is not 
the time to build such a prominent 
religious- orientated facility on the 
edges of Ground Zero. No valid 
reason exits to build this center 
in that exact location, except as 
a twisted statement of triumph. 
This is not a discussion of toler-

true meaning of Islam Therefore, munity center together. 
a Muslim- based center, no mat- So far the community cen
ter how peace- driven, can un- ter sounds great, so who are the 
derstandably strike panic Within people opposing its construction? 
many. The first people to start the pro· 

Yet this panic is unfounded, test were two bloggers who gen
embarrassing and quite unneces- erally espouse hatred of Islam 
sary. This fear stems from both a and founded the group "Stop the 
lack of education about the ParkS I Islamization of America" Other 
and the general lack of exposure people protesting the building 
Americans have regarding the are the same breed of angry tea
American Muslim Community. By partiers found at Sarah Palin book 
studying the true facts regarding signings. Palin- esque PR teams 
the community center, one can see are the ones making this an issue 
how this fear is based on errone- when there really does not need to 
ous convictions fueled and sus- be one. 
tained by right- wing Americans Additionally, scapegoating was 
and the general media's need to neveranAmericancharacteristicto 
bave a good story for the 6 o'clock be proud of. Feeding into this kind 
news. of mania perpetrated by conserva

ParkSl is a $100 million ini- tive, right- wing Americans is hu
tiative that aims to be a pluralis- miliating. America is embarrassing 
tic Muslim community center. Its itself; while fighting to preserve 
plans include fitness facilities, a "American freedom," these con
SOO- seat auditorium, a restau- servative demagogues prevent the 

ance or constitutional right, but rant and culinary school, educa- true freedom of constitutional lib· 
it is a simple question of what is tion programs, a library, art stu- erties - namely, the right to build 
right and what is wrong. dios, childcare services, a mosque and worship without fear of per-

Next year, I do not want the lOth and a September 11th memo- secution. Americans should strive 
anniversary of Sept. 11 clouded by rial. The center is modeled on the to rise above superficial fear of the 
controversy. I want to see Ground 92nd Street Y, a well- known Jew- dangers of extremism, which bas 
Zero rebuilt, full of life, and a ish community center. The target shifted into blatant racism toward 
stronger and more united Amer· audience will be the New York Is- Muslims in general. 
ica. It is vital that we regain the '-----------------. Engaging in severe lslamapbobia 
G....rity and the purpose that we felt soldiers' lives, given ~o protect nr>~ ~f~r this is what the uproar is, and 
after 9/11. only America but also oppressed nothing more) is absurd. ParkS! 

Have we forgotten so easily Muslims in the Middle East. As is the pinnacle of moderate Islam, 
what we are up against? We can- President George W. Bush said to and is an exampl~ of what other 
not allow the lives of those who Congress on Sept. 20, 2001, "We Islamic countries across the world 
were murdered to be forgotten nor will not tire, we will not falter, and should build. Let it be a model for 
can we forget the thousands of we will not fail." 

other Muslim communities, and let 
it prove to all Americans that "Is
lam" does not automatically mean 
radical Islam 

Indeed, if there is to be an Is
lamic community center in the 
dty, there is no better place for 
it. Imagine the bravery it requires 
a Muslim teacher to take stu
dents down the street and teach 
them that this was a terrible trag
edy caused by a fellow member of 
their own faith. Imagine being able 
to own up to a situation in which 
members of your faith mess up, 
and then decide to educate your 
youth to never make those same 
mistakes. If only we would have 
the same backbone! 

As Jews, this issue should reso
nate well with us. America is the 
only country in the world that gave 
us the degree of religious freedom 
we take for granted today. As vic
tims of anti- Semitism throughout 
the centuries, we should stand by 
our Muslim brothers and prevent 
them from receiving the same 
treatment of scapegoating to 
which we were subject through
out our history. Although Muslim 
Americans should be more vo
cal condemning acts of violence 
perpetrated by other members of 
their religion. their silence does 
not justify the removal of their 
rights as American citizens. We, 
as Americans, should uphold our 
constitution at all costs, and as 
jews, should embrace the building 
of any religious center, no matter 
where it is built. 

Tolerance breeds tolerance and 
hate breeds hate. If the center is 
welcomed with open arms into 
the New York fabric, then hope
fully in turn, the world's hatred of 
Americans will lessen. The outcry 
toward the center should instead 
be about the state of poverty and 
homelessness in America today, 
the low level of education Ameri
can children are receiVing, and the 
way animals are treated in Ameri
can food plants. Why alienate the 
Muslim population and youth of 
America by protesting this com
munity center? 

Perhaps in the future, Yeshiva 
University students will volunteer 
at ParkS!, or help host interfaith 
dialogue with the members. just 
as many non- Jews use the fitness 
facilities at the JCC, perhaps many 
Jewish Wall Street brokers will use 
the gym at Park 51 on their way to 
work. Maybe they will form a bond 
with someone on the treadmill next 
to them, an.d b. o:2, down a barrier 
that religion can sometimes unfor
tunately create. ParkS! is the next 
step in Ame ... ll·a•, Muslim relations. 
Let us hope we do not force it a 
step backwards. 
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Between Astronau t and 
Ballerina 

Hannah Marmor 

During the last presidential 
election, America experienced one 
of the most pivotal events it had 
ever known. Barack Obama, an Af
rican American, and Hilary Clin
ton, a woman, ran for president of 
the United States. 

While this election united many 
groups of people behind common 
fronts, it divided citizens as well. 
Questions of, "Can a woman be 
president?" and "Should a woman 
be president?" arose, with numer
ous proponents on each side. A 
similar dialogue iS being repeated 
today, in the jewish communi
ty, with respect to the topic of a 
woman being president of a shul. 

According to the constitution 
of the National Coundl of Young 
Israel (NCYI), the position of shul 
president shall ''be filled by male 
delegates only." In other words, a 
woman iS not allowed to be presi
dent of a Young Israel synagogue. 
In 2005, however, the Young Israel 
of Syracuse, NY elected a woman 
to take over the position as shul 
president. For the next three years, 
aside from a financial deficit, the 
shul ran smoothly and free of con
troversial iSsues. 

In 2008, the NCYl notified the 
Young Israel of Syracuse that un
less the president resigned, they 
would sue the shul and claim its 
assets. Faced with an urgent prob
lem, the shul voted to resign from 
the NCYI. In doing so, they re
named themselves Shaarel Torah 
and became unaffiliated with the 
NCYI. 

A new issue then arose with the 
NCYI's constitution. The constitu
tion asserts that a member con
gregation may not resign from its 
membership and affiliation. As 
such, the coundl would have the 
right to expel the shul and seize 
its assets. 

While the NCYI affirms that the 
reason for expulsion is purely for 
financial reasons, the Syracuse 
Young Israel affirms that it is be
cause of the election of a woman 
as shul president. Many people 
believe the NCYI's religious ideals 
were moving steadily to the right 
at the time of the accusation. 

This event calls into question 
numerous concerns. First, should 
a shul be prohibited from resign
ing from its parent organization? 
If the entire congregation agrees 
upon the resignation, wby should 
it not go into effect? Shuls and 
congregations should not feel as 

though they are in captivity, that 
they have no vehicle for change. 
Freedom of choice and freedom 
altogether should not be limited in 
these circumstances. 

Second, and perhaps more 
pressing, is that a woman is not 
allowed to be the shu1's presi
dent according to NCYI rules. The 
Young Uirael of Syracuse has an 
extremely small Orthodox Jew
iSh population, and the number of 
people willing to take on the role 
as shul president may have been 
few. If this were the case, should 
the Syracuse community be penal
ized for having a small Orthodox 
population? 

It is disturbing to think that a 
person's position in shul is de
pendent on their gender. Tbe role 
of president is not to serve as a 
religious leader, so why should it 
be dependent upon gender? Presi
dents are not the rabbis of a shul; 
they lead and organize the shul 
politically. As a female president 
she would not sit on the bima, but 
most people would probably be 
able to live with that. In America 
a woman almost became president 
of our country, and yet the NCYI 
says a woman may not be presi
dent of the shul. 

Today, women are doctors, law
yers, professors, CEOs, etc. Women 
are more than capable of acting as 
president for a shul. We, as women, 
are constantly told that we can be 
leaders. Stem College offers nu
merous leadership seminars and 
encourages us to fine- tune these 
skills. And yet the Young Israel of 
Syracuse was told that they may 
not have a female president. How 
would someone explain this to his 
or her young daughter? What ef
fect would this have on them? 

We are taught that we can be 
anything we want - an astronaut, 
or maybe a ballerina. We could 
even be the next president of the 
United States. But can we be presi
dent of a Young Israel? No. 

It is important that we rally be· 
hind the cause of Shaarei Torah in 
Syracuse. What transpired there 
was wrong, and to many, even 
offensive. Women should not be 
limited in their roles on the board 
of a shul simply because of their 
gender. If enough people stand 
together behind this notion, then 
maybe being president of a Young 
Israel can go back on the list of 
things women can do - right be
tween astronaut and ballerina. 

l I 
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VIP Column 

More Than What Meets the Eye 
Rabbi Dovid Co ben, Masbgiacb Rucbani of Stern CoUege 

As the father of a special- needs 
child, l am often sensitive to the 
way people view my son. Will 
they judge him by his disabilities, 
or will they be able to see past 
his challenges and appreciate the 
beautiful child that he is? You can 
then only imagine my joy this past 
summer upon walking the streets 
of Jerusalem and hearing all the 
accolades my son received. Nu
merous times, absolute strangers 
would approach us and proclaim, 
"tzaddikH (righteous one). They 
then would often follow with an the oneness of G- d. The word 
explanation of my son's tremen
dous spiritual virtues and how 
fortunate we were to have him in 
our family. 

This uplifting experience ac
companied me into the Yomim No
raim period. Our prayers on Rosh 
Hashanah are very focused on 
mankind at large. We repeatedly 
beseech G- d that all the nations of 
the world become a single society. 
We yearn for the days when G- d 
will be accepted as King over the 
entire corpus of creation. 

The entire mankind should 
unite? Middle Eastern peace: Jews 
and Muslims, Iran all coming to
gether? These are pretty ambi
tious, or shall I say audacious, 
prayers we offer up. Are we so 
unified as Jews that we are ready 
to move on to more global issues? 

My summer experience not
withstanding, do we always view 
our brothers and siSters of diverse 
backgrounds with such encour· 
agement and support? 

The Talmud teaches us that 
our rrrst Temple was destroyed 
because the Jewish people vio· 
lated the three cardinal sins for 
which we are commanded to give 
our lives rather than violate them: 
m\Jrder, adultery and idolatry. 
The Second Temple's destruction 
is attributed to baseless hatred 
amongst ourselves. The contrast 
is striking. The cardinal sins, the 
worst the Torah speaks of, are 
seemingly put on par with baseless 
hatred or lack of consideration of 
another person's feelings. Why is 
insensitivity placed on par with the 
worst of slns? 

The answer is in the daily Sh
ema prayer, in which we speak of 

"echad, n "one," iS the last word 
recited by every Jew. This word 
reverberates throughout jew
ish history as the final cry of the 
soul departing its earthly abode. 
At such critical moments, as well 
as on a daily basis, we affirm that 
G- d chooses to reside in places of 
oneness. 

The holy Temple, G- d's sanc
tuary on Earth, needs to manifest 
oneness. A Temple cannot contin
ue to exist upon a rotten founda
tion of discord and enmity. That 
is why Aharon HaKohen, whose 
modus operandi in life is peace, 
is anointed to perform the service 
in the mishkan, the predecessor 
of the Temple. He embodies the 
unity necessary for G- d to dwell 
amongst us. Aharon also visits us 
in the sukkah as he embodies our 
hope for G- d's canopy of peace 
that we desperately yearn for. Ad
ditionally, he also links us to world 
peace and the more universal as
pects alluded to throughout the 
sukkos festival. 

We aspire for world peace on 
Rosh Hashanah and allude to thiS 
theme again throughout the suk
kos festival. From this I conclude 
that G- d quietly demands some
thing from us. While the broad
er, more global, issues are in His 
hands, He wants us to take care 
of business at home. Only then He 
will be inspired to bring about the 
broader world peace that we so 
fervently aspire to. 

Our revered institution is a ha
ven and sanctuary for many of us. 
It is a place to cultivate friendships 
and grow academically and spiri
tually. President Joel, the indefati
gable leader of our institution, has 

stated: "I agreed to be president 
of Yeshiva University, knowing 
full well that it's an environ
ment that should provoke both a 
big tent of Orthodoxy, should be 
open to the larger Jewish world, 
but within that big tent also have 
a particular brand." J would 
humbly suggest that our "brand" 
must be identified as being able 
to see and appreciate the best in 
each other. Synthesis demands 
searching and incorporating the 
most elevated dimensions of our 
fellow students. For G- d's pres
ence to permeate our halls, He 
demands of us a commitment to 
unity and love for each other. 

I would like to end with a story 
that has moved many. 

A young man was in line to 
visit the famed Skverer Rebbe of 
Monsey. He was wearing jeans, a 
polo shirt and a kippa sruga. The 
gabbai eyed him suspiciously, as 
his garb was net the norm for 
visitors to the Rebbe. Upon entry, 
the young man asked the Rebbe 
for a bracha for a refuah shleima 
for Dovid ben Sara. The gabbai 
overheard the request and asked 
the young man what his connec
tion to Dovid ben Sara was. The 
young man explained that he 
was a counselor at Camp HASC 
for special- needs children and 
Dovid ben Sara was his camper. 
It was the boy's birthday, and he 
thought it would be a meaningful 
gift to receive a bracha from the 
Rebbe, as the boy was a Skverer 
chassid. 

The young man noticed that 
the gabbai was now crying un
controllably. He apologized and 
asked the gabbai why he was cry
ing. The gabbai replied, "Dovid 
ben Sara is my son. and I am in
credibly moved by your efforts 
on his behalf." 

We need to get past externals 
and assumptions about one an
other, and dig deeper to find the 
really good stuff. We too can 
walk the halls of our hallowed in
stitution. look to each other, and 
proclaim "tzaddekes" (righteous 
woman). How fortunate am I 
that I attend university with such 
lofty, elevated souls! 

Welcome back and have a great semester! 
-From the Staff of the Observer 

.. - -
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Women's Magazines Turn the 
Clock Back on Women's Lib 

Tzlppora Schwartz 

Consider the tabs Glamour 
magazine's homepage: Fashion, 
Beauty, Sex, Love & Ufe, Wed
dings, Health & Fitness, and Body 
by Glamour. 

Glamour is renown as a maga
zine for women, yet these tabs of
fer only a very slim glimpse into 
the reality of womanhood. In fact, 
they pertain to nothing but in
timacy and the body. The cover 
page of any Cosmopolitan pres
ents a very limited scope of wom
anhood as well, urging potential 
readers to flip to page 64 for lips 
on bow to "please your guy," or to 
learn "What guys secretly think of 
your hair and makeup: The truth 
revealed!" 

Not only do these magazines 
and others like them only contain 
articles about sexuality, intimacy, 
makeup and hairstyles, but their 
underlying message is that women 
want most to be attractive to men. 
Women should be concerned with 
things like how to apply makeup 
in a way that gets his attention and 
bow to prepare various other nice
ties to that effect. 

This message is backward and 
offensive during an age in which 
Nancy Pelosi and Hilary Clinton 
bold prestigious positions in public 
office, Tina Fey is the face of most 
modem cultural icons, and Presi
dent Obama reported to first lady 
Michelle Obama iD their workplace 
before they were married. 

ries were becoming popular, Cos
mopolitan published contributions 
from such authors as jack London, 
Edith Wharton, and Upton Sinclair. 
Cosmopolitan once even published 
articles by Theodore Roosevelt. 

At some point, however, these 
magazines took a wrong turn. In 
the 1960's, Cosmopolitan's editor
in· chief, Helen Gurly Brown, began 
to completely remodel the maga
zine. Brown's vision was that the 
woman who could have love, sex, 
and make her own money would 
be happier; it was her initiative 
that began the racy cover shot each 
month with the sexually liber
ated woman. Instead of liberating 
women. however, countless articles 
made it the norm for women to be 
overly concerned with the desires 
and whims of men .. How sad that 
today's magazine has hijacked the 
word cosmopolitan, whose true 
definition inspires the excitement 
of possibility, world- travel and 
cultured enlightenment. 

It has come to the point where 
Caroline Kennedy made the re
mark to New York Times political 
reporter David Halbfinger, "Have 
you guys ever thought of writing 
for a woman's magazine or some
thing? ... You're supposed to be 
crack political journalists. • Caro· 
line Kennedy, the type of woman 
to whom these "women's maga
zines" catered to in their early 
years - an attorney and writer who 
is on the board of many influential 
non- profit organizations - today 
ridicules what these publications 
have become. 

The reader demographic of these 
magazines is surprising. The Na
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Lets Get Together, Yeah Yeah Yeah 
Elaoa Goldberg 

At some point or another, 
we have all done it: leaving the 
Brookdale dormitory at night for 
some quality library time or an 
emergency Slurpee run, we cast a 
surreptitious, sidelong glance into 
the infamous Brookdale lounge on 
our way out the door. 

Is she stl1/ going out with him? 
Whoa, he is way too {rum for 

her. 
I thought they broke up last se

mester!! 
It's the runaway Jewish "yenta 

train," and we are all guilty of 
climbing aboard for a spin - my
self included. But why is there the 
immediate urge to speculate on 
our findings? 

In this day and age, it seems that 
any hangout between a boy and a 
girl in a public forum automati
cally falls under the category of a 
date. We see mixed company in the 
lounge, and we automatically cal
culate whether having helped said 
girl with her Tanach final last fall 
guarantees an invite to her wed
ding, or at least crashers' rights. 

Admittedly, many dates do take 
place in the Brookdale lounge and 
in the immediate area surround
ing Stern. So we aren't always to
tally off base. The issue is when it 
becomes the automatic assump
tion, the first conclusion we draw. 
By attributing significance to any 
mixed- company hangout, we im
ply that such an activity is not a 
normal, casual thing to do. 

For some, it is definitely not a 
normal, casual thing to do. I do 
not dispute or disrespect that fact, 
nor do I discredit its validity. For 
those girls who are truly uncom
fortable spending one· on- one, or 
even group time, with the opposite 

gender in any manner other than 
official dates, the YU· Stem stigma 
is not such an issue. The prob
lem lies where girls who normally 
spend time with guy friends feel 
genuinely uncomfortable spend
ing doing so in the Stern College 
environment, simply because they 
are so self- conscious of the image 
they portray. 

For example: the night of the 
Gad Elbaz concert I met up with 
a boy friend I met on a summer 
program. After the concert we 
walked the few blocks or so back 
to Brookdale; within a three- min
ute time span, I received perhaps 
seven subtle glances and flickers 
of recognition, directed at either 
him or me. After the tenth know
ing glance cast our way, I decided 
to call it a night before it became 
Facebook official. 

Perhaps the most obvious solu
tion is to stop caring what people 
think. But I am a realist, and 1 think 
I am pretty on the mark when I say 
that no matter how much we tell 
ourselves we don't care, we will 
always be concerned to a certain 
extent with what people think of 
us. Especially when it is within the 
context of being involved with the 
opposite gender. It truly pained 
me that my casual night with a 
friend was largely ruined thanks 
to the stigma surrounding guy- girl 
hangouts on the Stern campus. 

mold for anyone and everyone. It 
is the sect of Stem girls wishing to 
meet nice, Orthodox YU boys in a 
relaxed, informal manner who ul
timately suffer from the extreme 
emphasis decrying spending down 
time in mixed company. 

Let's try to take a little more ad
vantage of the opportunity given 
us by having a brother school so 
inherently accessible and closely 
located. A perfect example is the 
Yom Ha'atzmaut celebration that 
took place last year. Stern girls 
and YU boys were lent the chance 
to see each other in a casual set
ting, rather than under the cover 
of meetings or speakers, and for 
the most part people were just 
hanging out. On that day I beard 
so much praise of the comfortable 
atmosphere that existed between 
the genders and the genuine ap
preciation for an opportunity to 
legitimately mix with one another. 

1 also heard much lamentation 
that such occurrences do not take 
place more often, and a resolve to 
perpetuate such hangouts in the 
future to ensure a more "normal," 
college- esque environment. I am 
not encouraging the greater Ye
shiva University community to go 
all "secular college. • It is impor
tant that we recognize what we are 
and what we are not, and many of 
us chose to attend Stem College 
for certain reasons that guarantee 
a degree of separation. 

Women's magazines didn't al
ways debase women and their role 
in society. In fact, Cosmopolitan, 
Glamour and Good Housekeeping 
started out as periodicals of so
phistication that were at the fore
front of social action. tional Magazine Company, which 1...---------------., 

The epidemic is, of course, not 
only restricted to midtown Man
hattan. If anything, it is even more 
of a statement to be seen with a 
boy on the YU campus than it is 
around the Stem ne]gbborhood. 
The implications of being seen 
with a male in the Heights are not 
only an annoyance; rather, it cre
ates an unfortunately vicious cycle 
of social restriction. If a Stem girl 
has no boy to see, and therefore 
cannot just casually make her way 
up to the Heights for any particu
lar reason, how will she meet a boy 
under normal circumstances, for 
purposes of friendship or other
wise? The "shidduch scene," while 
seemingly becoming increasingly 
popular, simply does not fit the 

But the degree has expanded 
to a world apart, and my message 
is simply that for those who feel 
comfortable doing so, let us take 
some of the awkwardness out of 
the boy- girl interaction at YU. If 
you want to go up to the Heights 
for a schwarma at Golan with an 
old friend, or to meet up in the 
Kushner caf for a casual lunch or 
dinner- without it meaning im
pending engagement- you should 
be able to do so with pride and 
without causing a whisper- wheel 
of speculation. And, if a night out 
in mixed company ends with hang
ing out in the Brookdale lounge, so 
be it. 

Before Good Housekeeping 
started putting women back in 
the kitchen, it catalyzed the 1906 
Pure Food and Drug Act by advo
cating for regulated food produc
tion. It started an anti- cigarette 
campaign twelve years before the 
Surgeon General's warning was 
even printed on cigarette packs, 
and endorsed the Ludlow Amend
ment in the 1930's, which required 
that any declaration of war- with 
the exception of an invasion- be 
ratified by a direct vote of the citi
zenry. 

Glamour magazine was the 
f1rst magazine to put an African 
American woman on its cover. In 
1992, Glamour won the National 
Magazine Award in 1992 for its 
coverage on the abortion issue. It 
was also the first to address its 
female readers from the viewpoint 
of work outside of the home. 

When Cosmopolitan first 
launched in 1886, it was a family 
magazine. ln 1897, it launched a 
free correspondence school, of
fering to pay all educational ex
penses for its readers. And in the 
early 1900s, when serialized sto-

publishes Cosmopolitan, is proud 
of a new readers' survey show
ing that 73 percent plan to vote at 
the next election. Recent demo
graphics for Cosmopolitan.com 
show that 34 percent of its read
ers earned between $30 to $60,000 
a year and 24 percent earned $60 
to SlOO,OOO, with the majority be
ing females between the ages of 
18 and 24, living in affluent urban 
neighborhoods. 

This begs the question of why so 
many financially comfortable, ed
ucated young women would con
sume these magazines, that focus 
so little on real life, and not only 
covers so narrow a part of being a 
woman but truly debases women, 
stripping them down to superfici
ality and physicality. 

To take the question a step 
further and draw the issue to the 
readers of this women's publica
tion, it certainly seems paradoxi
cal to find that these magazines 
are so ubiquitous in the realm of 
Stern College. What Stern offers 
is a unique opportunity for supe
rior education in an environment 
of religious and Torah values, all 

geared specifically toward women. 
The message that these magazines 
broadcast is so counter to the val
ue system we adhere to that it is 
almost oxymoronic to find these 
magazines lying around within the 
school. 

rt is understandable that these 
magazines may be entertaining. 
The reader is able to put her mind Eyes forward, ladies. 
on bold behind the colorful glossy 'j~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;. 
pages of these lighthearted maga
zines, get lost in the pictures and 
the easy reading, and take a break 
from the pressures of school and 
real life. But it makes little sense 
to seek respite by delving into 
such an offensive publication. It is 
very troubling that so many wom
en thirstily drink up the tips and 
advice offered by women's maga
zines, buying into the message that 
this is what society expects from 
them. The messages promulgated 
by these magazines undermine the 
strides women have taken during 
the past few decades. At the very 
least, any woman who does choose 
to read these magazines should do 
so aware that these magazines do 
not portray reality. 

If you would like to advertise 

in the Observer, please 

contact us at mandelco@ 

yu.edu. 
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NCSY had a record summer 
sending over 2,000 teens 
to Israel. 
Thank you to the most amazing summer program advisors in the world! 

A vital Abir Manan Erder Effie Kleinberg 

BasyaAdler Talia Esral David Kornbluth 

AlonAmar Nathan Fay Esty Krausz 

Lauren Apfel Atara Feinberg Shimon Kronenberg 

Shira Aron Gavriel Feld Ora Krupka 

Shuli Atkin Ari Finkel YosefKurtz 

Tzvi Atkin Hadas Fried Alex Landsman 

Mimi Atkin Michael Friedman Ilana Lebovitz 

Daniella Barta Nachman Friedman Adam Levitan 

Daniel Bauer Joshua Friedman Jonathan Lubat 

Asher Becker Rabbi Arieh Friedner Y itz Mandell 

Rachel Bekritsky Elissa Friedner Yoni Mandelstam 

Joseph Belleli Mickey Frolich Ari Manheim 

Rachey Berkowitz Corey Fuchs Sari Margolis 

Aryana Bibi Yardana Galler Joseph Miller 

Yoni Block Evan Genachowski Yosef Miller 

Jonathan Bloom Aliza Glass Mordy Milworo 

Sali Blum Ariel Goldman Lisa Mogil 

Shifra Bluman Talya Goldmintz Leah Moskovich 

Beca Bookman Gedalya Goldstein Daniel NatteJ 

Nathan Borr Hillel Goldstein Daniella Newman 

Daniel Bral Rachel Golian Chantal Nikravesh 

Tuvia Brander Derek Gormin Dovid Oratz 

Ayelet Brecher Daniel Green Ron Ozani 

Tamara Brenner Doron Greenspan Aliza Pelzner 

Adina Brizel ~tarisa Gruber Aaron Perlow 

Ezra Buchbinder Brian Gutlove Marc Poleyeff 

Avi Bursk:y-Tammam Robert Haarburger Dovid Rapps 

Rivkah Carl Josh Halpern Moshe Rapps 

Avigayil Chesner Lisi Heller !tamar Rosensweig 

Esther Clark Ely Herskowitz Aryn Rosenthal 

Chaim Cohen Shoshi Horowitz Willie Roth 

Yakov Danishefsky Joshua Joseph Shmuel Saklad 

Jeremy Donath Mosbe Kahn David Schmelzer 

Shira Ehrlich Shuli Kahn Rachel Schultz 

Micael Ellman Benjamin Kaminetsky Eli Schwartz 

Daniel Elsant Melissa Keehn Rena Chaya Schwartz 
Daniel Kellerman Y edida Schwerd 

NCSYSUMMER.COM 
Inspiring the JE'wish Future 

Talya Seidman 
Gila Seif 
Steven Shenker 
Rachelli Simon 
Meir Singer 
Zahava Singer 
Chavi Skolnick 
Avi Spiegel 
Shoshana Staum 
Rebecca Steinemetz 
Mayer Simcha Stromer 
Dana Strulowitz 
Yonah Sturmwind 
Debra Szpilzinger 
Dovid Tauber 
Jonathan Teitelbaum 
Laura Tepperman 
Yehuda Turetsky 
Eli Wagner 
Avi Warman 
Moshe Watson 
Joshua Weinberg 
Gabriel Weinberg 
Dani Weinberger 
Joseph Weinberger 
Jason Weinblatt 
Eli Weinstein 
Zach Wertheimer 
David Weisman 
Kari Weiss 
Miriam Weiss 
Michael Widroff 
Tzippy Wiesenfeld 
Taly Wolfson 
Aharon Yeres 
JonZakem 
Joshua Zlotnick 
Daniel Zuckerman 
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NCSY lS the International 
Y out.h l\ tovement of the OU 


