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Introduction

The lItalian Early Modern Period is fertile ground for Jewish medical historical study. Its
appeal lies partially in the rich lives and interests of the Jewish physicians beyond the
practice of medicine alone. For example, historians have written about physician-poets[3]
and physician-philosophers,[4] as well as physician-rabbis. Here | introduce a new category
of hyphenated physicians that has escaped notice.

Throughout the millennia, Jewish physicians, in varying degrees, have attempted to maintain
their connection to Torah learning and Jewish heritage.[5] This tradition continues to this day.
Some advanced to higher levels of Torah study, with a select few even obtaining rabbinic
ordination in addition to their medical degrees. These physician-rabbis have garnered the
attention of scholars the likes of Holub,[6] Sergei[7] Epstein,[8] Margalit,[9] Salah,[10] and
Steinberg.[11]

Early Modern Italy seems to have provided particularly fertile soil for the nurturing and growth
of the physician-rabbi, with a high percentage of members represented. This unique
geographic and chronological synthesis of medicine and Torah learning is also reflected in an
under-recognized phenomenon. There is yet another group of physicians from Early Modern
Italy whose commitment to Torah study, albeit less advanced than rabbinic ordination, was
formally recognized by the Jewish community. These physicians, or in some cases, soon-to-
be physicians, obtained the prestigious degree of Haver, a lower form of rabbinic ordination.
[12]

Little attention has been paid to this not insignificant group of Jewish physicians in Italy who
procured a Haver certificate. During this period, the University of Padua was, with few
exceptions, the primary place of attendance for university-trained Jewish physicians. Indeed,
Modena and Morpurgo, who compiled a comprehensive biobibliography of all the Jewish
medical graduates of Padua from 1617-1816, omit any reference whatsoever to graduates
who obtained a Haver degree.[13] They do however mention students who later obtained
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rabbinic ordination, such as Samson Morpurgo or Isaac Lampronti. | assume that they were
simply unaware of these achievements rather than considering them too insignificant to
include.

Here we bring together the Physician-Haver alumni spanning over a century for a virtual
reunion, in celebration of their accomplishments, which seem to have been insufficiently
appreciated, if not forgotten, with the passage of time. Unsurprisingly, all our Physician
Haverim are also alumni of the University of Padua.

The Origin, Requirements and Benefits of a Haver Degree

The term Haver traces itself back to at least Mishnaic times, referring to one versed and
punctilious in the observance of the Torah laws, such as tithing (frumah and ma’aser).[14]
Later in history the Haver title became associated with a lower form of rabbinic ordination for
those capable of independent Torah study. This title was popular in Europe in the Early
Modern Period, including Germany, Austria, Moravia, Poland, Lithuania and lItaly.

We learn a number of aspects of the Haver degree in various European cities from the local
community archives. For example. certain aliyot, as well as designated haftarot for the Torah
reading for both Shabbat and Yom Tov were reserved exclusively for those bearing the Haver
title. Age limits for obtaining the Haver title were instituted by different communities. For
example, in the Moravian city of Mehrin, the Haver title could only be bestowed upon one
who was married for at least two years. In Frankfurt on Main completion of the Yeshiva
curriculum was required. In 1651, the community of Padua, where many of our Haver
degrees were issued, set specific age requirements for both the Haver and Rabbinic
degrees.[15] For unmarried men, the age requirement for Havrut was twenty-five and above,
while for married men it was age twenty and above. Rabbinic ordination was restricted to
those thirty and above irrespective of marital status.

As opposed to rabbinic ordination, for which there are requirements to master specific areas
of practical Jewish law, including a large section of Shulhan Arukh, there does not appear to
have been a uniform curriculum for the Haver degree.[16] Each location designed its own
program. The student would spend a period of time dedicated to Torah study and display
basic competency, as well as character traits consistent with Torah values. Those deemed
worthy would receive the title Haver, typically bestowed by local rabbinic authorities, often in
the presence of communal leaders (parnasim). While the title was intended as an honorific
for religious purposes, such as when being called up to the Torah, it could be used at the
bearer’s discretion. Some communities required maintenance of daily Torah learning upon
receipt of the Haver title.[17]

Our Haverim
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Below are the attendees at our first ever physician-Haver alumni reunion. The participants
span from the early 17" to the mid 18! centuries. We begin our event with a tribute to our
Guest of Honor, Solomon Lustro, who received his Haver degree on August 13, 1697. Lustro
was an obvious choice for this distinction. Not only does he possess a well-preserved and
most attractive Haver certificate, but the day of his Haver ceremony was momentous for
other reasons and reflects the very nature of the physician-Haver relationship. Moreover, the
additional archival evidence related to his Haver title represents a major source for
identifying our alumni.

Guest of Honor
HeHaver Shlomo ben Yitzhak ben Shimon Lustro (Solomon Lustro)
Below is the Haver diploma for Solomon Lustro, dated 26 Av 5457.[18]
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Solomon Lustro was a member of a prominent Italian family, a physician and graduate of the
University of Padua Medical School, and an accomplished poet.[19] In an essay by the
twentieth-century scholar Meir Benayahu on Avraham HaKohen of Zante and his famed
circle of physician-poets in Padua (“lahakat ha-rofim ha-meshorerim be-Padova”) in the late
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, Lustro is identified as one of the three core
members, along with the leader, HaKohen, and Shabtai Marini,[20] both of whom also grace
this list of physicians who obtained a Haver degree.

Examples of Lustro’s poetry can be found in the National Library of Israel. There are also
numerous congratulatory poems written by others in honor of Lustro’s medical graduation
from Padua, as was the custom during this period.[20] We will have occasion to refer to them
below.1

We possess the full record of the Haver diploma issued to Solomon Lustro in neatly written
and spaced cursive Hebrew, accompanied by decorative flourishes and interspersed with
larger block letters for names or important terms. Would it not be for the fact that this
document is bound along with the community archives of Padua, | would assume this was
the presentation copy for Lustro himself. It does appear however that while many of the
archive entries are written in informal cursive, some, including a number of our Haver
degrees, are written by professional scribes.

The Haver diploma of Solomon Lustro contains an element not found in any other known
Haver certificate. While it is not the only one to include personal details of the recipient, it is
nonetheless a unicum. Attention to the date provides a clue. In addition to the Hebrew
calendar date, the Haver diploma includes the secular date- August 13, 1697. The
significance of this date is reflected in another archival document related to Lustro:
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This document is also dated Tuesday August 13, 1697, though no Hebrew correlate is
included. This is Solomon Lustro’s medical graduation record found in the archives of the
University of Padua.[22] Lustro’s Haver degree was granted on the very same day.
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While an astute historian might possibly have noticed this from the concordance of dates on
the two diplomas, the author of the Haver text chose not to leave this to chance and seized
the opportunity to explicitly and expansively note the co-incidence of events. The Haver text
includes direct mention of Lustro’s medical graduation and gives details of the ceremonial
nature of the event. It appears that the Haver was the earlier of “graduations” on that day.[23]

The text reads: We have heard with our ears that on this very day specifically he is to receive
from the sages who are not from our nation

U Py
@ ?—r]_g » m?ﬁﬁ';ﬂ

| believe this refers to the great Laurea, or graduation ceremony of the University of Padua.
The author then speaks of the fanfare with trumpets and flutes and other instruments, with
music filling every corner of the city and the ground trembling with excitement. He adds, “And
they will shout long live the scholar Shlomo, long live the scholar Shiomo.”[24] | understand
this to refer to the medical graduation festivities, as | do not believe this was customary for
the Haver ceremony.

Furthermore, the graduation day is referred to as:

w

ATy BauU !T,?f‘:l' ﬂ"?’ e Yichs J;i }ﬁ‘)b ~27°f ;.-pd;‘?qp —o)t 3/RY QL /X
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The medical graduation is compared to a wedding day, the day of rejoicing of his heart, akin
to a holiday (yom tov). This wedding metaphor for the graduation is not unique to this
document and (?as we will see) is found in the congratulatory poetry for Jewish medical
graduates of Padua.

COMPARE text to Marini and others much of the text is standard

Lustro’s Haver degree was bestowed by three of the prominent rabbinic figures in Padua-
Rabbi Shimon Heilpron, Rabbi Dr. Yitzhak Hayyim Cantarini, himself a medical graduate of
Padua (1664), and Rabbi Shmuel David Ottolenghi. Lay leaders of the community
(parnasim) were also in attendance.[25]

We have additional archival documents corroborating Lustro’s Haver degree. They come
from an untapped source which we use for a number of our Physician-Haver alumni in this
contribution. Upon graduation from the University of Padua, it was not uncommon for
students to receive congratulatory poems from fellow students, physicians, family members,
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rabbis, or mentors.[26] This practice spanned from at least the early seventeenth century into
the early nineteenth century. While | have yet to do a comprehensive review of the extant
congratulatory poems, | have thus far identified several poems wherein the graduate is
referred to by the honorific, “heHaver.”

Two of the congratulatory poems penned for Lustro refer to him as a Haver. One was written
by Avraham Paltiel Macchioro,[27] where the word Haver is even bolded. The only extant
copy of this poem is found in the British Library.[28]

8/43



nabw |
boblo  <rplgn mosIti ol -mnp vmnmers N3» rpuiomse Tt mdsoee PINTD
obop 52 39 oonw 3o« 5k pre o0 13 T A 1O RO DI
PIITID PP £UI B3 TPt 0D " 1ﬁnp'ls r}ybw 93 pplop B0 M0 EE0 an‘ e ]

+ 5oy Sz phocean - b vers oerio ey viier com omp plop pris Iws nwmm%;n IR
«0h S 180wl - pup ndh.onon

" 1) 33 O Ty My nmI9mY Mo vy .
WS}_ﬂ ﬂiN’ID'!:'\QD_b ﬂlJ:J' oR ﬁ'\NBh '1]2‘ MW ﬁls"mn

we 1305 NRITMDTVT T Y3 T P I
2 SPRY NI MIAY AR 373 3 M3pI T Y3
MOWHIY IO 2T MR IINEE PR

303 MMM 92 %90 ooy W am P

T ORI D TN 93 AN ON VM Yo
LY MY M aean W oo M) ehy

T2 NI 1M w3 S bane mma BRY IR
PTG YOI 3W WD R M3 S oo N
T TRV WM WS N T i
YOI N e 02 T3 oo 3wy,
WIOBN TG I FINIDI2 MASY MR

T3 T NN W CON YRR 03 WK 01D RO

. P SUWIWWINDTI) 03 P BN IR0 WD Y
1200 DL IO 1IN 1329 1% M e

IR DITITIANIG VENT P3N RO AN

"N ONDYS N3N P DN
TIPRD ONDY Mmn YBsa

9/43


https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEj8mchXWBtTusrFcf6PY4Mq0B1qjYGQ9XD3pbXKYhjqwBxLXereGQQzunRnjj-yO4XET42YY-2QHHvxvwkLSAt_wlenL20Sq_O0fUUTeRqeSBU7sLLtdntfhskei7mDhyyzrDHbX-EoLEmYxuo7iOOViI6n3cRsd0USMuy4kgABymrESTbtSGetdaU7AJuY/s1420/Image%205a.jpg

N 2R

It is perhaps no coincidence that the author who acknowledged Lustro’s Haver degree, who
was also a Padua medical graduate, was himself the recipient of a Haver degree some years
earlier (see below). Macchioro certainly appreciated the effort required to obtain such a
distinction and intentionally chose to acknowledge it in the text of his poem.

A Congratulatory Poem for Two Graduations- The Only One of its Kind

The other poem for Lustro which mentions his Haver degree is found only in manuscript,[29]
and the author is tentatively identified as Moshe Heilpron.[30]
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Similar to the text of Lustro’s Haver diploma, we find here the wedding-related expressions
about the graduation: the day of his wedding (imaimn or') and the day of the gladdening of his
heart (31] .(17 nnnw n1'] We find these expressions in other congratulatory poems for Jewish
medical graduates as well.[32] However, there is something unique in this poem that appears
in no other medical congratulatory poem. The author adds:

-

J
PIDD P> HyprI

MINN TNNY2 NlinNa

Heilpron refers to the wedding (and the associated happiness) with the Torah. Could this be
a reference to Lustro’s receiving of his Haver degree? While | have not come across any
congratulatory poems written for one who received a Haver degree, it is certainly
conceivable that they exist, though likely uncommon. A congratulatory poem for both a
medical and Haver graduation which occurred on the same day would constitute a rarity to
the extreme.

One poem for Lustro was authored by Shmuel David Ottolenghi, one the rabbinic signatories
of his Haver degree. It is housed in the British Library.[33]

12/43


https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEj1Zf9yxmD_Aj8DGQzKDAnYujINw6-wr8QOLVPs8Rx7IQFmuEyb4zcqENrBNO72JzS5sAigZJh1HnBDb_fnkyIhq9RW1CvIB0JJtal19eG7dWZHWSDykL2dUVLKeKA6xP_RqX3GypGjPak5eAoIi-15_nY2DEzHW_2We-5FwGR5c_peel0gz8T2vQ_mJN_i/s304/Image%206b.jpg
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgxT0zrqso3Baq-lZcg8Z2w2DIj3U5oDWQC9zpO7m32VJoWLA9iWLaHGCFiqB3SK8okULSBwXCVfCZJ_HjbyUfYFmUFSztud5zKXURpnhP37kTJdSEA9v8frLFSN182tGNxqmq5xxobMe6Ax2AHPSroJf8qWoeRG8aMK-a9_ypLTU_-_7Yoii9mhFBd0UXm/s468/Image%207.jpg

W[ fan oo lop Pmp s Pt IS kY g paiCh Py < pivh B 3T
rana32p9 el -olp w313 - oilen TCH + DMIPANBLIRI W3y - DTN v 193
T3 -DUDIESD TP - cwamamesh 3o wPIn On HN*BE'ILJ B NI B0 ap0a ovp
b6~ oY 36+ Ep b Jaes i 937 Sa3p YUY nam max e e 33 IV 3
Beafoh fizn o smpach ohe pach e Yo - IO frlph Y Sons
vgh o 5 qm -« phaand phm

« 15 "YRN DTN N2aN

TV NN I N 28 Y 1Den X
.?w'l'zﬂf;;%ﬂm M nm:g IYnan Ny ananl MY
s PaMp TR TRAR P3N

N -1:;-3;_1 m n‘m‘a AN 0 AN N I
98IN 1990 W NMND JIND 0y 102 N TRIARD NS
W3 DY DRI TN W NG D TINKRD ot

TRAIN MR AR PR
ona O 193 1 MBn Mman
- Dnan m'&:g b
A0 M Y Tk
B 101981 KB
m@ 'pta: monpEn Yy

i 4

S G

st T v

it

While the letters nan appear in the poem, the word does not bear the meaning of the rabbinic
degree.
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Perhaps it is a veiled allusion.

| have identified six other congratulatory poems for Lustro,[34] none of which use the Haver
honorific. | suggest that since Lustro received his Haver degree literally on the day of his
graduation, it is possible that either the poems were written earlier, prior to the day of
graduation, and the day the Haver ceremony, or that the authors were simply unaware of this
other event in Lustro’s life.

Our Reunion Attendees

Lustro’s experience and archival records set the stage for the remainder of our reunion.
Below we discuss the remaining Physician-Haver alumni in attendance, arranged in
chronological order by the date of their graduation from the University of Padua Medical
School, as the date of the conferral of the Haver degree is unknown for a number of our
alumni. For each alumnus we list the date of their medical graduation from Padua (if known);
the date of their Haver degree (if known); the historical source confirming their receipt of a
Haver title; a copy of the archival record of their Haver degree (if available); and brief
biographical notes (if known).

1) HeHaver Yehuda (family name unknown)

University of Padua Medical Degree: date unknown, circa early 1600’s

Date of Haver Degree: date unknown

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: transcription found in miscellaneous manuscript of
Solomon Marini[35]
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This medical and Haver graduate is identified only by his first name, Yehuda. Though we
have no date for either Yehuda’s medical or Haver graduation, he is likely the oldest of our
alumni. Furthermore, we have Yehuda to thank for our Physician-Haver reunion. It was
through serendipity that | discovered a transcription of Yehuda’s Haver diploma in a
manuscript of the works of Rabbi Solomon Marini of Padua (1594-1670). In the text of the
certificate only the recipient’s first name, Yehuda, appears, and the rabbinic granters of the
degree are omitted. Yehuda is identified as a physician having trained at the University of
Padua. | have more fully explored Yehuda’s identity elsewhere,[36] and have tentatively
concluded it to be Yehuda de Lima, a scion of the de Lima medical dynasty in Poland. As the
transcription is found in a manuscript attributed to Rabbi Solomon Marini, it is likely, though
by no means certain, that the latter was the rabbi who bestowed the honor. It is this
discovery of Yehuda’s Haver transcription that led me to a closer look at the Physician-Haver
combination during this historical period.

2) HeHaver David Morpurg

University of Padua Medical Degree: March 9, 1623[37]

Date of Haver Degree: unknown

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: cited in contemporary scholarly literature.[38]

Morpurg graduated from Padua in 1623 and received the title of Haver from Rabbi Leon da
Modena. Da Modena had a significant relationship with a number of Padua medical students.
[39] Though a resident of Padua during the plague of 1631, we have no record of Morpurg’s
medical practice during these times.[40] His father Shemarya was a rabbi, and distributed
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funds to the poor during the plague, from which he succumbed. After the death of his father,
Morpurg moved to Krakow, where he lived the rest of his life, practicing medicine and serving
as a head of the Jewish community. In Krakow, Morpurg was engaged in regulating the work
of the paramedical personnel in the Jewish district as well, including determining which
practitioners were competent to perform enemas and bloodletting.[41] His son Shimon
became a physician,[42] and the physician Aron Morpurg, another relative, graduated from
Padua in 1671.[43]

3) HeHaver Shabtai Hayyim Marini[44]

University of Padua Medical Degree: October 10, 1685

Date of Haver Degree: 18 Kislev 5447- December 4, 1686

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[45]
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Shabtai Hayyim Marini received the title of Haver at the age of 24,[46] one year after his
medical school graduation from Padua. It was granted by Rabbi Shimon Heilpron. Marini was
one of few who went on to obtain his rabbinic ordination and was one the most prominent
Italian personalities of his time.

Below is the record of his rabbinic ordination, also from the Padua Jewish community
archives, from January 3, 1700.
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Marini was one of the circle of physician-poets in Padua and translated Ovid’s
Metamorphosis into Hebrew.[47] A number of Marinis graduated the University of Padua
medical school.[48] As the names Solomon, Shabtai and Isaac repeat themselves across the
generations of the Marini family, there remains confusion regarding precise familial
relationships.

4) HeHaver Avraham HaKohen miZante (Abram di Sabbato Sacerdote)

University of Padua Medical Degree: August 21, 1693[49]

Date of Haver Degree- before 1693

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: congratulatory poem written in honor of his medical
graduation.

Abram Sacerdote, also known as Avraham HaKohen, or Avraham miZante, was the first
physician in his family and the first student from Zante to attend the medical school of Padua.
[50] He was a prolific poet and a prominent figure and leader of the “lehakat harofim-
hemeshorerim,” a group of physician-poets in Italy.[51] The other key members of this circle,
Solomon Lustro and Shabtai Marini, both received Haver degrees as well. HaKohen
authored a volume of poetry on the Book of Psalms (Tehillim) entitled Kehunat Avraham
(Venice, 1719) which contains his portrait on the title page.[52]

The source for his Haver degree is gleaned from the congratulatory poem[53] authored by
his medical and literary colleague, and our Guest of Honor, Solomon Lustro.[54] Therein,
Lustro refers to HaKohen as ha-Haver ha-Rofeh.
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5) HeHaver Rafael Rabeni[55]

University of Padua Medical Degree: May 10, 1696[56]

Date of Haver Degree: November 19, 1698

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[57]
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In addition to being a practicing physician, Rabeni was the secretary or scribe (sofer) of the
Jewish community of Padua. He apparently ran a school for young men studying medicine,
possibly similar to the that of Solomon Conegliano, which was designed to facilitate the
transition of foreign Jews into the world of a major Italian university.[58] Rabeni learned
medicine with Isaac Cantarini, the renowned rabbi-physician, and was acquainted as well as
with Antonio Vallisneri, Professor of Medicine at the University of Padua. He engaged in a
prolonged polemic with Biagio Garofalo on the nature of Biblical poetry[59] and the
Protestant Hebraist Theophil Unger penned a letter of inquiry to him, though Rabeni died
before receiving it.[60]

There is an erroneous mention of Rabeni obtaining rabbinic ordination at age 15,[61] but no
mention by historians of his genuine Haver degree, obtained at the age of forty-one, and
published here for the first time. Rabeni’s degree, although granted the same day as two
other physicians, Yosef Foah and Eliezer de Mordo, is entered into the archives as a
postscript in a different and less formal hand.

The text of the entry explains why:
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Rafael Rabeni was the scribe of the community and wrote some of the archive entries.[62]
He himself received his Haver degree on November 19, 1698, along with Foa and De Mordo
(see below). Out of great humility, when he entered the proceedings of the Haver ceremony
into the community archives, he omitted his own name from among those who received a
Haver degree that day. The author of the postscript, Rabbi Shimon Heilpron, one of the
rabbis who granted the degree, chose to rectify this omission and to include Rabeni’s name
along with the other Haver recipients to publicize, and as an “eternal memory,” that Rabeni
also received a Haver degree that day. As there are no entries by Rabeni in the archives in
the following days, | wonder if he was even aware of Heilpron’s addition. Our inclusion of
Rabeni in our reunion is due to Rabbi Heilpron, whose efforts over three hundred years ago
are bearing fruits.

6) HeHaver Yosef Foa

University of Padua Medical Degree: May 14, 1696[63]

Date of Haver Degree: November 19, 1698

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[64]
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There are many from the Foa family listed in Asher Salah’s comprehensive biobibliography,
but alas, no Yosef.[65] Modena and Morpurgo spell the name Fua.

Foa’s ceremony was held together with de Mordo and Rabeni and the presiding rabbis were
Rabbis Shimon Heipron, Rabbi Dr. Isaac Hayyim Cantarini and Rabbi Shmuel Dovid
Ottolenghi, the same rabbis who bestowed Solomon Lustro’s Haver degree.

7) HeHaver Azriel Cantarini (Azriel ben Moshe Hayyim (ben Azriel) Katz min HaHazanim
(Cantarini)
University of Padua Medical Degree: November 11, 1697[66]
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Date of Haver Degree: April 22, 1701
Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[67]
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Cantarini received his Haver degree together with Cervo Marini.

Below is a reproduction of a congratulatory poem for Cantarini. The work is anonymous, and
the author may possibly bear the acronym HaTORaH.[68] Cantarini is the author of a book
on surgery dedicated to the famous scientist/physician, Antonio Vallisnieri.[69] Azriel’s
relative, Isaac Cantarini, was close with Vallisnieri and consulted with him on a number of
medical cases.[70]
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This poem uses the expression “beyom simhat libo” (the day of the gladdening of his heart)
to refer to graduation day, similar to the expression used in Lustro’s Haver diploma and in
other congratulatory poems.

8) HeHaver Avraham Paltiel Macchioro

University of Padua Medical Degree: September 4, 1698[71]

Date of Haver Degree: February 18, 1693

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[72]
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A full record of Macchioro’s Haver degree is found in the Padua Jewish Community Archives.
He received his Haver distinction years before the completion of his medical training.

9) HeHaver Naftali (Cervo) Marini
University of Padua Medical Degree: September 4, 1698[73]
Date of Haver Degree: April 22, 1701
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Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[74]
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Naftali (Cervo) Marini is the brother of Shabtai Hayyim Marini and the son of the Haver
Yitzhak Marini. He received his Haver degree in a ceremony along with Azriel Cantarini.
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There is a congratulatory poem written for both for Marini and Isaac Pangalli,[75] who
graduated Padua on the same day (September 4, 1698).[76] This is a rare example of one
poem written for two graduates. The poem was authored by Shmuel David Ottolenghi.
Ottolenghi granted the Haver degree for a number of our alumni, and while the presiding
rabbis are not listed for Marini’s Haver degree (or for Cantarini), it is quite possible that he
bestowed his degree as well. As the Haver was granted a few years after Marini’s medical
training, it would not have been mentioned by Ottolenghi in the text of the poem.
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10) HeHaver Maso di Michele (Della) Bella (Meir, son of Mikhael Alatrini)
University of Padua Medical Degree: December 30, 1698[77]

Date of Haver Degree: April 23, 1701

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[78]
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The Alatrini were called Della Bella in Italian. Michelin Della Bella (grandfather of Meir) was

the one who rented the place used for the Sephardi synagogue in Padua, first in 1617 and
again in 1629 after it was burnt down by a fire.[79]

11) HeHaver Eliezer (Lazarus) de Mordo

University of Padua Medical Degree: May 21, 1699[80]

Date of Haver Degree: November 19, 1698

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[81]
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De Mordo received his Haver degree along with Yosef Foah. Eliezer was the first of several
members of the De Mordis (Mordo, De Mordio) family, hailing from the Island of Corfu, who
would graduate from Padua’s medical school.[82] He has been confused with a later family
member of the same name, Lazarus (the son of Shabtai) de Mordis (1744—-1823), who was
also a Padua medical graduate. There is a brief biography of Eliezer (Lazarus) de Mordo[83]
which identifies him as a rabbi and physician in Corfu who authored poetry and prayers.[84]
The approximate date given correlates with our graduate. De Mordo’s poems appear in the
Harrison Miscellany (Corfu, Ca. 1720), which, in addition to its sixty full-page illustrations
from the book of Genesis, consists of prayers, blessings, and poems for a wedding
ceremony according to the custom of the Jews of Corfu.[85]
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There is also reference to a Rabbi Eliezer de Mordo of Corfu, called a zaken ha-musmakh
(learned elder), in a discussion published in 1755 about the propriety of singing the Shema
prayer with a musical melody if it may lead to confusing the words of the sacred prayer. This
is likely our graduate. As De Mordis was a poet and author of prayers for the liturgy, it follows
that he would be consulted specifically on an issue related to music in the synagogue.[86]
Eliezer De Mordis was also the signatory to a letter in 1751 attesting to the character of a
Jew who appeared in Corfu and claimed to have repented from his former evil ways.[87]

Mordo’s medical diploma is extant and part of the Friedenwald Collection at the National
Library of Israel.
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Isaac Lustro, possibly Solomon’s father, served as a witness on Mordo’s diploma.
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12) Shimshon Morpurgo

University of Padua Medical Degree: August 24, 1700[88]

Date of Haver Degree: January 3, 1700

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[89]
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The reference to Morpurgo’s Haver degree is a postscript appended to the mention of the
rabbinic ordination of Shabtai Marini (Padua, 1685) and occupies the last two lines of the
section above.

S e ————e e —————— A -

Morpurgo’s Haver was granted, like a number of his predecessors, by Rabbis Shimon
Heipron, Rabbi Dr. Isaac Hayyim Cantarini and Rabbi Shmuel Dovid Ottolenghi. Morpurgo
later received his rabbinic ordination from Rabbi Yehuda Briel and served as rabbi of Ancona
for the latter part of his life. His responsa Shemesh Tzedakah were published posthumously
by his son.

Morpurgo’s medical diploma is presently housed in the Italian Jewish Museum in Jerusalem.
[90]

13) HeHaver Moshe David Valle

University of Padua Medical Degree: October 22, 1713[91]

Date of Haver Degree: September 20, 1725

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: Padua Jewish Community Archives[92]
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Valle received his Haver degree along with the young Moshe Hayyim Luzzatto and Isaiah
Romanin, in 1725. One of the rabbis who granted this Haver certificate to Valle was Shabtai
Hayyim Marini, a Padua medical graduate (1685) and earlier recipient of a Haver degree
(see above), who later became a rabbi.
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While Luzzatto matriculated at the University of Padua Medical School for three terms,[93]
we have no record of his graduation as a physician. Valle was both a teacher and student of
Luzzatto and was a great Torah scholar and prolific author in his own rite.

14) HeHaver Mandolin Navarra (Menachem di Isacco)[94]

University of Padua Medical Degree: April 29, 1740[95]

Date of Haver Degree: Before April 29, 1740

Historical Record of the Haver Degree: referred to as Haver is congratulatory poetry written
in honor of his medical graduation.

Navarra went on to become a rabbi as well as a mohel (ritual circumciser). Among those for
whom he performed the rite were the children of Jacob Grassin Basilea and Raffael
Ferrarese, both Padua medical graduates.[96]

The evidence for Navarra’'s Haver degree, like for Avraham haKohen miZante, is found in the

text of the congratulatory poems written in honor of his Padua medical graduation. In
Navarra’s case, | am aware of three such poems. As opposed to Lustro, where the title
Haver is found in only two of his nine known congratulatory poems, for Navarra, the title
Haver appears in all three of the known congratulatory poems in his honor. Two are
reproduced below and one, mentioned by Roth, appears to be no longer extant.
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15) HeHaver Yitzhak Consigli

University of Padua Medical Degree: February 17, 1757[97]
Date of Haver degree: unknown
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Historical Record of the Haver Degree: In a letter from Jerusalem dated 1782 there is
mention of he-Haver ha-Rofeh Ha-Muvhak Yitzhak Consigli.[98]

The title “muvhak,” loosely translated as “expert,” was likely reserved for those physicians
who were university graduates.

There are three extant congratulatory poems written in honor of Consigli’s graduation, none
of which mention his Haver title. Perhaps he obtained the title after his graduation. One was
authored by Moshe b. Yuda Hay Romanin, which was auctioned in Paris in 2006;[99] one in
Italian, by an author with the initials M. D. L. R.;[100] one in manuscript of anonymous
authorship.[101]

16) HeHaver Menahem (Mandolin) Azzar
University of Padua Medical Degree: Surgical Degree 1764, Medical Degree 1778[102]
Date of Haver Degree: unknown

In the synagogue of Corfu is a list held of piyyutim authored by different members of the
community which were recited on a rotational basis. One of the authors is he-Haver ha-
Rofeh ha-Muvhak Menahem Azzar.[103] The title “muvhak,” loosely translated as “expert,”
was likely reserved for those physicians who were university graduates.

The Columbia University Library possesses two documents for Azzar.[104] One appears to
be an affirmation of his credentials in surgery from Corfu in 1761, along with a transfer letter
addressed to the University of Padua. The second (pictured below) is a medical diploma
from Padua dated 1778.
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Conclusion

This concludes our inaugural Physician-Haver reunion. Thank you for joining. We boast

seventeen alumni, a respectable showing for our first event, nine of whom graduated medical

school between 1696-1700, roughly half the Jewish graduates from this period. Without the
efforts of Rabbi Shimon Heiplron, we would not have even known to invite Rafael Rabeni.

As to the timing of the Haver degrees and their relationship to the student’s medical training,
it is possible that the students’ marital status played a factor. The typical student graduated
medical school around the ages of twenty to twenty-two. If a student were married, he could
obtain his Haver either before or shortly after the completion of his medical training. If
unmarried, however, he would have to wait at least until the age of twenty-five before
receiving the title.

This phenomenon of the Physician-Haver is yet further proof how over the centuries Jewish
physicians have attempted to combine their medical practice with Torah learning. While with
this preliminary study we begin to rectify the prior oversight of the Physician-Haver
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combination, there will surely be additions to come, and | expect more attendees at our next
reunion.

Addendum- Haver Programs Today

The concept of a Haver degree exists to this day in different forms and is a spiritual
descendant of its Italian and German ancestors. Some decades ago, | participated in Rabbi
J. David Bleich’s Haver program at RIETS, tailored specifically to medical halakha. Rabbi
Bleich, Shlit"a, also teaches a Haver program in the field of law. This tailored, profession-
specific Haver learning curriculum is a modern iteration of the Haver concept- a curriculum
for the student with a serious interest in Torah learning but not interested, able, or yet ready
to commit to a full rabbinic ordination program. Today, Yeshiva University has reconfigured its
Haver program and other similar programs, such as the popular Semichas Haver program,
have become popular.

[1] My profound thanks to Laura Roumani, who brought many of these Haver records to my
attention as she was reading through the Padua Jewish community archives. Laura was also
instrumental in aiding in the deciphering of the 171" century Italian Hebrew cursive script. The
Padua Jewish Community Archives have only very recently been digitized by the NLI and
made widely available for study and research.

[2] See discussion of the Haver degree of Rafael Rabeni below.

[3] Benayahu.

[4] See David B. Ruderman, Jewish Thought and Scientific Discovery in Early Modern
Europe (Yale University Press: New Haven, 1995).

[5] See, for example, Edward Reichman, “The Yeshiva Medical School: The Evolution of
Educational Programs Combining Jewish Studies and Medical Training,” Tradition 51:3
(Summer 2019), 41-56.

[6] David Holub, Pardes David, 2 vols. (Vienna, 1880 and 1882).

[7] Menachem Mendel Leib Sergei, Meshiv Nefesh (Vilna, 1906).

[8] Rabbi Barukh Halevi Epstein, Mekor Barukh vol. 2 (Ram Publishers, Vilna, 1928), 1113-
1130.

[9] David Margalit, Hakhmei Yisrael ke-Rofim (Jerusalem: Mosad HaRav Kook, 1962).

[10] Asher Salah, La République des Lettres: Rabbins, écrivains et medecins juifs en lItalie
au 18" siécle (Leiden: Brill, 2007).

[11] Avraham Steinberg, HaRefuah Ke-Halakhah 6 ,2"9 edition (Jerusalem, 5782), 196-206.
[12] The term Haver dates back to Mishnaic times and has multiple uses and meanings. For
a select few of these physicians, the Haver, typically granted to the younger student, was a
steppingstone to the more advanced semicha or rabbinic ordination, often restricted to those
of a greater age, but most sufficed with the Haver degree alone. | am unsure if a Haver
degree was a requirement for the more advanced rabbinic ordination, akin, for example, to a
master’s degree and a Ph.D.

[13] Abdelkader Modena and Edgardo Morpurgo, Medici E Chirurghi Ebrei Dottorati E
Licenziati Nell Universita Di Padova dal 1617 al 1816 (Bologna, 1967). (Heretofore referred
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toas M and M.)

[14] See Encyclopedia Judaica, s. v., “Haver.” See also Bunim Tausig miMatersdorf,
Minhagei HaKehilos in the environs of Bergenland-Austria (Jerusalem, 5765), 210-218, for a
lengthy discussion of both the origin and evolution of the term Haver, as well as a list of
decrees from different European locations relating to its practice and application. | thank
Rabbi Eliezer Brodt for the important reference. This source bears little mention of the Italian
experience. Tausig also includes discussion of the introduction and history of the title
“Moreinu,” (rabbinic ordination), a modified and diluted version of the original semiha. He
cites Hatam Sofer H. M., 163 who notes that the titles “moreinu” and “Haver” lack any
talmudic origins and are later constructs of tenuous halakhic basis serving communal
purposes.

[15] HM 3102 photo 811, folio 168b (for date Heshvan 5412-1651 and participants), photo
813 folio 169b decision 74 (for the decision).
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[16] The famous case of the non-Jew who received rabbinic ordination, was actually a Haver
degree. See Shimon Steinmetz, “On non-Jews with rabbinic ordination, real and imagined:
some notes on Dr. Leiman’s post on Tychsen,” On the Main-line Blog (September 20, 2011),
here.

[17] Taussig, 214-215.

[18] HM 3109 NLI 990041779830205171 photos 49-50, folios 21b-22a.

[19] For a brief bio and bibliography, see Salah n. 585, Benayahu, Avraham miZante 112-
117, M and M, n. 133.

[20] Meir Benayahu, “Avraham HaKohen of Zante and the Group of Doctor-Poets in Padua”
(Hebrew), Ha-Sifrut 26 (1978), 108-140.

[21] See E. Reichman, “How Jews of Yesteryear Celebrated Graduation from Medical
School: Congratulatory Poems for Jewish Medical Graduates in the 17th and 18th Centuries-
An Unrecognized Genre,” Seforim Blog (https://seforimblog.com), May 29, 2022.

[22] CO. V. 285, c. 123 r. See M and M n. 133. | thank Filippo Valle for this photograph.

[23] The text begins with the word, “bayom,” “on the day of.” Some Haver degrees were
granted in the daytime, “bayom,” as is the case here, while others were bestowed in an
evening ceremony and begin with the words, “baleilah hazeh.”

[24] Here is my transcription of this section:
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[25] Shmuel Lustro, Avraham de Pase, and Yitzhak Mi-Marini.

[26] E. Reichman, “How Jews of Yesteryear Celebrated Graduation from Medical School:
Congratulatory Poems for Jewish Medical Graduates in the 17th and 18th Centuries- An
Unrecognized Genre,” Seforim Blog (https://seforimblog.com), May 29, 2022.

[27] M and M, n. 136. Modena and Morpurgo identify him with Abram di Isaac Macchioro. For

more on Macchioro, see Benayahu, op. cit.

[28] The Oriental and India Office Collections, Shelfmark 1978.1.3.

[29] JTS Library Ms. 9027. A copy of the poem from JTS is digitized on the NLI website NLI
film no. F40082, NLI system n. 990001116080205171-1, p. 326. | thank Laura Roumani for
this reference.

[30] According to Laura Roumani, the heading of the poem says that the author is the
brother-in-law of Yitzhak Lustro, father of Solomon Lustro. In his note in Italian, Soave says
that Yitzhak Lustro married Dolcetta, daughter of Shelomoh Heilpron. According to Soave,
Shelomoh Heilpron had a son named Moshe. The author should then be Moshe Heilpron.
However, there are no cross-references to prove it.

[31] Below is my transcription of the poem:
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[32] See Benayahu.

[33] The Oriental and India Office Collections, Shelfmark 1978.f.3. | thank Dr. llana Tahan for
her assistance in identifying the location of this poem.

[34] See Edward Reichman, “Restoring the Luster of Solomon Lustro: Newly identified
Congratulatory poems,” Forthcoming.

[35] Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary, Ms. 843, Catalogue Lutzki (L 710 Adler),
Elkan Nathan Ms. 987, National Library of Israel System n. 990001130520205171. The
manuscript is a miscellany of the writings of Solomon (Shlomo) Marini, including drafts and
seed ideas for his sermons, among other items.

[36] Edward Reichman, “The Discovery of a Long Lost “Haver”: A Previously Unknown Haver
diploma granted by Rabbi Solomon b. Isaac Marini (1594-1670) to a Medical Graduate of the
University of Padua,” Koroth, in press.

[37] M and M, n. 11.

[38] S. Simonsohn, Zikne Yehuda (Mosad HaRav Kook: Jerusalem, 5716), 48. Simonsohn
mentions the Haver degree but does not provide a reference.

[39] See Edward Reichman, “Congratulatory Poems for Jewish Medical Graduates of the
University of Padua in the 17th and 18th Centuries,” forthcoming.

[40] For the role of Jewish medical graduates of the University of Padua in the Plague of
1631, see Edward Reichman, “From Graduation to Contagion,” Lehrhaus (thelehrhaus.com),
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September 8, 2020.

[41] For the full Latin text of Morpurg’s diploma, see, Majer Balaban, Historja Zydéw w
Krakowie i na Kazimierzu 1304-1868 (History of Jews in Krakéw and Kazimierz), vol. |
(Krakéw, 1931), 560. | thank Dr. Andrew Zalusky for this reference, and for the additional
information on David Morpurg’s practice in Krakow.

[42] N. M. Gelber, “History of Jewish Physicians in Poland in the 18th Century,” (Hebrew) in
Y. Tirosh, ed., Shai li-Yeshayahu (Center for Culture of Poel ha-Mizrachi: Tel Aviv, 5716),
347-371, esp. 350.

[43] M and M, 31.

[44] M and M, n. 100. On Marini, see M. Benayahu, “Rabbi Avraham Ha-Kohen Mi-Zante U-
Lahakat Ha-Rof im Ha-Meshorerim Be-Padova,” Ha-Sifrut 26 (1978): 108-40, esp. 110-111.
[45] Minute Books of the Council of the Jewish Community of Padua (years 1651-1692),
Folio 262v. HM-3104 NLI 990041779800205171.

[46] | thank Laura Roumani for this information.

[47] See Laura Roumani, “Le Metamorfosi di Ovidio nella traduzione ebraica di Shabtai
Hayyim Marini di Padova” [Ovid's Metamorphoses translated into Hebrew by Shabtai

Hayyim Marini from Padua] (PhD diss., University of Turin, 1992). See also L. Roumani, “The

Legend of Daphne and Apollo in Ovid’'s Metamorphoses Translated into Hebrew by Shabtai
Hayyim Marini” [in Italian], Henoch (Turin University) 13 (1991): 319-335.

[48] Modena and Morpurgo, as well as the Jewish Encyclopedia (entry on Solomon Marini)
claim that Shabtai Marini (1594-1685), Solomon’s brother, was a physician, though the
university does not have record of his attendance. The Haver discussed here is a later
Shabtai Hayyim Marini and graduated Padua in 1685. Solomon’s brother Shabtai Marini
(1594-1685) may have been Shabtai Hayyim'’s grandfather.

[49] M and M, n. 121.

[50] Benayahu, 109.

[51] See Benayahu, “Avraham mi-Zante,” op. cit. On this author and poem, see especially,
115, 124-125.

[52] Sacerdote was 47 years old at the time of this portrait. See also, Salah, op. cit., p. 156-
157, n. 227.

[63] JTS Library, Ms. 9027 V5:6.

[54] M and M, n. 133.

[55] For a bio of Rabeni, see Salah, n. 817; Francesca Bregoli, Biblical Poetry, Spinozist
Hermeneutics, and Critical Scholarship: The polemical activities of Raffaele Rabeni in early
eighteenth-century ltaly,” Journal of Modern Jewish Studies 8:2 (2009), 173-198. The
biographical information below derives from these sources.

[56] M and M, n. 128

[57]1 HM 3109 NLI 990041779830205171 photo 55, folio 24b.

[58] Bregoli, 175. On Conegliano and his school, see S. Kottek “Tuviya Cohen in Context,” in
Kenneth Collins and Samuel Kottek, eds., Ma’ase Tuviya (Venice, 1708): Tuviya Cohen on
Medicine and Science (Jerusalem: Muriel and Philip Berman Medical Library of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, 2021); Ruderman, Jewish Thought and Scientific Discovery (cit. n.
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3), 111-113. For more on the Conegliano family, see D. Kaufmann, Dr. Israel Conigliano
(Budapest: Adolf Alkalay, 1895).

[59] See Bregoli.

[60] S. D. Luzzatto, “Correspondence between C. Theophile Unger and Isaac Hayyim
Cantarini,” (Hebrew) in Y. Blumenfeld, Otzar Nehmad 3 (Vienna, 1860), 128-149, esp, 128-
131. See also Bregoli, op. cit., 175.

[61] See Salah, op. cit., n. 817.

[63] For example, see the community archive entry for the rabbinic ordination of Shabtai
Marini mentioned above.

[63] M and M, n. 131.

[64] HM 3109 NLI 990041779830205171 photo 55, folio 25b.
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