
Shira Kaye Abraham Foxman, na
tional director of the Anti-Defamation 
League, stood in front of Yeshiva 
University students last April and pro
nounced that globally, anti-Semitism 
is the worst it has been since World 
War II. The potency of these remarks, 
delivered as part of the Hillel Rogoff 
Memorial Lecture, has dramatically in
creased in light of the Gaza conflict this 
past summer. 

Even before the Gaza conflict 
began with the kidnapping and mur
der of three Israeli teenagers and the 
subsequent Israeli offensive into Gaza, 
anti-Semitism was growing steadi
ly stronger in Eur:ope. In May, a radi
cal Islamic French citizen with appar
ent ties to the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS) opened fire at the jewish 
Museum of Belgium in Brussels, kill
ing four people. Since the offensive in 
Gaza began, Brussels has held sever
al pro-Palestinian protests, some with 
shouts of "Death to the jews!" 

There have been strings of an
ti-Semitic attacks this summer fol
lowing Israel's invasions into Gaza. 
Perhaps most chilling were the riots 
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held in Sarcelles, France: reminiscent 
of Kristallnacht in 1938, youths attacked 
synagogues and jewish-owned stores, 
including a kosher supermarket and a 
funeral home. Rioters threw gas bombs 
and shouted "Death to the jews." 

As Roger Cuikerman, head of 
the Representative Council of jewish 
Institutions in France told Radio France 
International: "They are not screaming, 

'Death to the Israelis' on the streets of 
Paris. They are screaming, 'Death to 
the jews.' The community was not just 
scared, but anguished" (The Huffington 
Post UK, jul. 22, 2014). 

There has been an upsurge of an
ti-Semitic incidences in Germany as 
well, inciting exceptional alarm be
cause of memories of Nazi Germany. In 
july, protestors were heard shouting, 

http:/ /www.dailytimes.eom.pk/ 

"Gas the jews!" on the streets of Berlin, 
according to the Associated Press. In 
Frankfurt-am-Main, a Rabbi received a 
phone call from a man who threatened 
to kill thirty jews in the city if his family 
in Gaza was harmed. On july 29th, fire
bombs were thrown at a synagogue in 
Wuppertal. 

These anti-Semitic acts extend far 
beyond France and Germany. The Anti
Defamation League's website contains 
a lengthy page devoted to describing 
anti-Semitic occurrences this summer 
from around the world; the list seems 
infinitely continuous. 

In Rome on july 26th, anti-Se
mitic graffiti including Nazi swasti
kas and posters reading "Anne Frank 
Storyteller" was found on various build
ings. Fliers were also distributed call
ing for the boycott of over forty jewish
owned shops. 

"(The situation of]ewish communi
ties in Europe is) worse than any pre
vious period we can remember," said 
Richard Goldstein, operations direc
tor at the Institute for jewish Policy 
Research in London, in August. "It's 
Continued on page 7 

Bit by Byte: The Rise and Fall of 
Computer Science at Stern 

Waiting on Tables, 
Waiting for Respect 

Riva Tropp In these tech-driven 
times, some knowledge in computer 
science is a must for any field. Medi
cal researchers use complex algorithms 
to map genomes and model the living 
cell, psychologists evaluate informa
tion about their patients, and even the 
exegetical fields use programs to an
alyze literature like never before. The 
rise in career opportunities seems to 
have provoked a surge of interest in 
Stern students, some ofwhom are won
der-ing why no computer science major 
exists despite resources uptown. 

No sew student would be sur
prised to hear that the root of the prob
lem is financial. But there are other is
sues at play. 

Up until a few years ago, Stern did 
offer a computer science major, and 
many computer science graduates from 
sew went on to pursue promising ca
reers in the field. However, according 
to Dean Bacon, Stern students lost in
terest in the major sometime around 
2011. Class attendance rates dropped 
to one or two girls, so that the major 
Continued on page 18 

Sara Rozner "You have a new table 
at 42, Sarita." I go to the fridge to get 
pickles, coleslaw, ketchup, and mus
tard, and make my way across the din
ing room to table 42. About fifteen feet 
away, I stop. It's a girl I know from 
Stern, out to eat with a date. I groan 
inwardly; I know her too weU to es
cape the pleasantries, the joking ex
planation to the question she will ask 
in her mind, if not aloud - "Why are 
you working here?" 

I spent my summer and the first 
month of school working as a serv
er at a popular kosher restaurant in 
Midtown, where more than half of the 
customers. are Orthodox jews, many 
of whom I know personally from the 
jewish community. I loved my job in 
almost every way - the fast pace, the 
challenge of multitasking, the cama
raderie with my awesome co workers 
- but serving my community mem
bers and classmates was somewhat ... 
unsettling. When I would show up in 
my uniform to work after school, I 
would invariably end up serving girls 
who had sat in my classes earlier that 
day. Every time, I would see that jolt of 
recognition, the glance at my apron, 
and the dawning awareness that I ac
tually worked there, which usually 
seemed to lead to some discomfort. 

Relating to my classmates at work, as 
a server rather than as a peer, creat
ed a confusing shift in social structure 
on both sides. On the social hierarchy, 
server is viewed as lower than class
mate, but I was clearly the same per
son I had been that morning. 
This job forced me to straddle the 
fence between two very distinct world 
- the privileged Orthodox consum
ers, and those who serve them their 
steaks - without fully belonging to 
either. After only a few weeks, I began 
to feel much more connected to my co 
workers than my community mem
bers during my working hours, and I 
even found myself identifying pretty 
deeply with random service members 
I encountered in the city. I felt that I 
had suddenly entered an exclusive 
club of people who knew what it was 
Continued on page 14 
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Is it Ever Acceptable to Part Ways with 
Piety? A Look Into Maintaining the 

Letter of the Law 
Elana Kook In the most 
recent "separate seating" 
controversy, on the eve of 
Rosh Hashanah on an El AI 
flight leaving Israel, a Hareidi 
man refused to sit next to the 
woman sitting in the assigned 
seat next to him. Hysteria 
quickly spread: a large cohort 
of men on the flight refused 
to sit next to women, bribed 
passengers to switch seats 
with them, and prayed loudly 
in the aisles upon refusals 
of the women. Women were 
bribed to switch seats with 
their husbands and mothers to 
separate from their children, 
all in the name of maintaining 
a stringent view of the letter 
of the law. The ruckus delayed 
the airplane from taking off, 
and ultimately landed in the 
pages of the Nero York Post. 

According to the ultra-Or
thodox passengers on the El AI 
flight, jewish law prohibits a 
man from coming into contact 
with - and therefore also sit
ting next to a woman who is not 
a blood relative or a spouse. 
However, their determination 
to fulfill what they saw as their 
religious duty prevented an 
orderly boarding, and more 
importantly, blatantly disre
garded and insulted a female 
passenger. 

Although not the first 
incident of its kind, the recent 
discussion surrounding this 
event raises a question: are 
there specific circumstances 
where adherence to the law 
that goes above and beyond 
the letter of the law needs 
to be set aside for a greater 
purpose? 

The image jews present 
to the global community has 
always been of great impor
tance. With anti-Semitism 
raging in Europe, the Middle
East filling with radicals who 
want nothing more than to 
annihilate the jewish State, 
"The Death of Klinghoffer" 
being featured at the Met in 
late October, and religious 
Christians booing Ted Cruz 
off the stage for pro-Israel and 
pro-jewish comments; some 
positive jewish PR is seriously 
needed. At the very least, the 
source of public condemnation 
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of jews should not originate 
fromjews themselves. 

I do not proclaim myself 
to be an expert in jewish law, 
but sometimes it is appropri
ate to avoid instigating a chilul 
Hashem, an act that may elicit 
condemnation of judaism 
or God, at the expense of a 
strict adherence of certain 
jewish laws. In certain cir
cumstances, there are other 
values that come into play, and 
perhaps override the stringent 
observance of the the law. The 
El AI incident is an extreme 
example where members of 
the ultra-Orthodox commu
nity needed to balance their 
strict adherence of the the 
letter of the law with some
thing more: morality, common 
sense, and the bigger picture 
ofjewish observance. 

However, when it comes 
to understanding the role of 
observing the letter of the law 
in jewish practice, I think the 
Modern Orthodox community 
is sometimes guilty of the 
opposite offense than that of 
the ultra-Orthodox commu
nity. Generally speaking, the 
emphasis that the ultra-Or
thodox places on observing 
jewish law can be seen as a 
strength in an area where the 
Modern Orthodox community 
often slips in an effort to bal
ance observance with partici
pation in secular society. 

For the Modern Orthodox, 
at times the importance of 
fulfilling the letter of law can 
get diluted in a raging sea of 
secular priorities. Although 
notably different in nature 
from the passengers on the 
El AI airplane, as Modern 
Orthodox jews, we grapple 
with keeping the Torah to 
the best of our ability while 
also balancing values from 
the secular world in which we 
live. While balancing obser
vance with other competing 
values, observing jewish law 
in its entirety is at risk of 
becoming just another one of 
our many priorities and val
ues. We value secular culture, 
but sometimes at the expense 
of maintainingjewish law and 
our jewish identity at the core 
of our beliefs. 
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lizzie Rozentsvayge and Rachel Miriam Rosenfeld 

The laws of tzniut, mod
esty, have always been a strug
gle for me to conceptualize. I 
love to flip through fashion 
magazines and sift through 
the racks of clothing at the 
mall, yet, the concept of tzniut 
rarely crosses my mind. After 
all, why should I want to look 
different? 

But perhaps what really
dare I say it turns me off 
sometimes from tzniut, is not 
the idea of looking frumpy 
less fashionable clothes, but 
rather, my difficulty relating 
to the the stigmas surround
ing the laws of tzniut. Afraid to 
stand out and uncomfortable 
with the idea that I should 
dress a certain way for the 
opposite sex (yes, I know it 
is really for myself, but that's 
not how tzniut is often spoken 
about), these laws sometimes 
get lost amidst other secular 
concerns. So, maybe I should 
ask myself: at what point do 
I set aside my cont1icting 
thoughts and submit to jewish 
law? 

With the ultra-Orthodox 
needing to veer from one 
extreme and the Modern 
Orthodox community often 
struggling to s~ft through pri
orities, a balance between full 
observance while acknowl
edging other existing values 
seems almost unattainable 
from the ideological stand
points of both communities. 

In the El AI incident, the 
pursuit of adherence to jewish 
law was taken to a detrimen
tal extreme. However, in light 
of the struggles of our own 
community, before shaming 
the broader ultra-Ortho
dox community and labeling 
devout piety as a negative out
growth of their community, 
I think it is necessary to note 
an important takeaway. Both 
communities have flaws. The 
difficulty for both communi
ties resides in understanding 
where the interplay between 
adhering to the letter of the 
law, morality, and other values 
should exist. 

Until that time comes, 
do we have the right to point 
fingers? 
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In Conversation with 
Senator Joe Lieberman 

Rivka Hia Former Senator joseph 
Lieberman (1-CT), who represent
ed Connecticut in the United States 
Senate from 1989 to 2013, has been ap
pointed the joseph Lieberman Chair 
in Public Policy and Public Service at 
Yeshiva University for the 2014-2015 

academic year. Originally the Senator 
was not planning on occupying the 
chai r, but Ira and Ingeborg Rennert 
(the chair's benefactors) said if the 
Senator was willing, they wanted him 
to occupy it- that it would be an op
portunity because of his experience 
with public policy as an observantjew 
to influence students at YU. 

The Obset·ver: Why did you decide to 
teach at Yeshiva University this year? 
Senator joseph Lieberman: Yeshiva 
University President Richard joel 
reached out to me after I ended my 
career in the senate to find a way for 
me be in-volved at YU teaching. I have 
a lot of family connections there. My 
wife and daughter both went to Stern, 
my son-in-law got ordained at RIETS. 
I have a lot of respect for YU and the 
role it plays in the jewish world. 
0: Can you describe the public lec
tures you will be giving? When and 
where will they be taking place? 
JL: I will be giving three public lec
tures this year in .the university-one 
in YC, one in sew, and one some
where else, probably at Cardozo. The 
first one will be after the holidays, 
probably at the WILF campus. This 
will be an opportunity for increasing 

student interest in getting involved in 
public service. 
0: Do you have any apprehensions 
about teaching at YU? 
JL: I don't. I know a lot of YU stu
dents. I'm impressed by their values 
and intelli-gence. I taught a course at 
Columbia Law School and enjoyed it, 
and I have the same expectations for 
the YU students. 
0: What do you envision your role to 
be with regards to interacting with 
students outside of class? 
jL: There are obviously time 
constraints, but, I want to be 
available to the students. I will try to 
interact with students to the best of 
my abilities. 
0: Do you think your prior family and 
personal connections to YU will in
fluence your stay here? 
JL: My personal contacts at YU have 
educated me on the centrality and 
increas-ing role of YU in the jewish 
world, and in the broader American 
community. 
0: Do you have any advice for students 
looking to go into politics? What about 
other careers where students will be 
both in the spotlight and have to bal
ance their religious commitments? 
JL: My own career has stood for this 
- that you can be religiously obser
vant and pursue your career goals. 
Students will never have to make a 
choice between religious and secular 
goals. Society is accepting of obser
vance today - it has not always been 
the case. Not just in politics - in 
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business, in the professions, in other 
careers students at YU aspire to. I 
want to convey that. 
0: What is the most important lesson 
you learned throughout your political 
career? 
JL: Be true to yourself. Do what you 
think is right. This is true in every 
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line of work: being successful means 
working hard six days a week and 
resting on the seventh. [Laughs) 
0: Is there anything else you would 
like to share? 
JL: I am eager to get going. I am excit
ed to meet everyone . . 

Rumor Has It: 

Abigail Bachrach When Yeshiva 
University informed its students of 
heightened security over the holiday 
break, a rumor circulated that this 
was in part the result of a threat the 
school received from ISIS. Security 
declined to say much on the mat
ter, but a member of security stated, 
"Especially with what's going on in 
the world we're gonna be a little more 
vigilant than we normally are." The 
claim of a direct threat to the institu
tion is dubious and unfounded, but is 
also more telling than its rumormon
gers may realize. 

Although the danger presented 
by Islamic State, the name the group 
calls itself, on Yeshiva University's 
undergraduate population is an anal
ysis better performed by experts, 
how it journeyed into the mouths of 
YU students is not hard to ascertain. 
The terrorist organization has made a 
rapid shift from a regionally specific 
threat to one of global concern that 
dominates headlines and newscasts, 
so much so that name-dropping ISIS 
in conversation has become a norm. 

Islamic State, also known as ISIS 
or ISIL, is an Al-Qaeda offshoot com
prised of Sunni extremists who fol
low Sharia law. Their violent tactics, 
disregard for international boundar
ies, and rapid growth enabled their 
current control of significant ter
ritory in Lhe Middle East and decla
ration of a caliphate, an established 
Islamic stale. Foreign recruitments, 
a frightening phenomenon to the 
Western world, and funding, as well 
as theft and extortion furthered their 
expansion. 

ISIS at Yeshiva University 
The militant group began their 

territorial advancements this past 
june, making front pages around the 
globe with their foray on major Iraqi 
cities like Mosul and Baghdad. Their 
attempts to remap the Middle East 
are accompanied by lhe targeting 
of all non-believers nd minority 
groups like the Kurds; md Christians 
and public executi ns. The group's 
frequent use of edia includes hor

·rifying be ings of citizens and 
captives released in brutal videos, 
including the recent murder of US 
journalists james Foley and Steven 
Sotloff, who was jewish and held 
Israeli citizenship. 

The group has also expressed 
anti-Semitic statements and propa
ganda. The Anti-Defamation League 
reports that the primary ISIS spokes
person blamed jews for the opposi
tion the group is now facing from the 
United States and other countries. 
Pro-ISIS demonstrators have called 
"Death to jews" and supporters on 
Twitter have threatened another 
holocaust. 

The American response to ISIS 
recently escalated as President 
Obama resolutely declared war 
against the group this month. In a 
televised address from the Stale Floor 
of the White House, he said, "Our ob
jective is clear: we will degrade, and 
ultimately destroy, ISIV Calling for a 
global alliance to fight the group, he 
laid out a strategy while promising to 
avoid ground troops and combat. lie 
announced the launch of airslrikes 
in Syria, our country's first incursion 
into the brutal civil war sedulously 

avoided until now. Thus far, the grow
ing US-led coalition has more than 
forty nations including Arab allies 
like Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

As the frightening ascent of ISIS 
now poses a threat to global - and 
possibly national - security, US media 
and consequently its citizens, col
lege students included, have rapidly 
become familiarized to the terrorist 
group's name. In Yeshiva University, 
where the summer's Palestinian
Israeli conflict hit home for many 
students and placed the name of a dif
ferent extremist group, Hamas, into 
many a conversation, ISIS too has now 
arrived. It is hard to find someone 
who has not heard of the rebel group 
and their intentions. 

At this very moment, protests 
and unrest in Hong Kong, civil war 
in Sudan, insurgents in Yemen and 
terrorist attacks in Pakistan are only 
some instances of the other global 
issues that threaten to garner the in
ternational concern ISIS merits. When 
placed in a broader context, Islamic 
State is but one of a dauntingly and 

depressingly long list of major world 
conflicts. The outbreak in West Africa 
of a deadly disease called Ebola made 
its way to the forefront of American 
news cycles this month. Other issues 
in parts of the hemisphere remain 
tense; an apprehensive cease-fire 
in Ukraine, undetermined results of 
this summer's war in Caza, and the 
persisting question of Iran's nuclear 
status. 

In President Obama's speech to 
the nation on September 11, he cited 
Islamic State as the "greatest threat" 
of the moment, saying, "We cannot 
erase every evil in the world .. .that's 
why we must remain vigilant as 
threats emerge." While the vigilance 
of YU security and the American 
military are hard to compare, and it 
is difficult to assess just how serious 
the threat of ISIS may be. But the 
threat of Islamic State may not be a 
rumor after all. While the terrorist 
group's priorities for attack locations 
seem overwhelmingly unlikely to be 
Yeshiva University, its existence is 
one of utmost relevance and concern 
for any student here. 

SECURITY, 
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Y HAVEN'T U HEARD? 
Shalva Ginsparg and Sara Olson 

Geri Mansdorf: Director of 
Undergraduate Admissions 
At the end of August, a letter from 
Presidentjoel to theY Community 
announced the appointment of 
Mrs. Geri Mansdorf as Director of 
Undergraduate Admissions . Mrs. 
Mansdorf, who holds a Masters in 
Education from Azrieli, has been a 
part of the undergraduate admis
sions Learn for 10 years. 

Regarding her goals for the 
admissions department in the 
2014-2015 academic year, Mansdorf 
commented. "One of our goals is to 
widen our reach make sure that YU 
is on the radar of every jewish high 
school student in every day school in 
the country. Another is to make every 
one of these students and their par
ents aware of the exceptional pro
grams and opportunities available to 
our students from both the academic 
and social perspectives." 

The role of director was previ
ously held by Moish Kranzler, who 
will now be joining YU's institutional 
advancement team. 

Meira Nagel Yeshiva Un iversi
ty is officially part of the 21st cen
tury, thanks to the release of their 
new YU Mobile App. Students can 
now have access to news, events, 
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Ner.J Study Center Nor.J Open 
In an email to students on September 
15th, academic advisement director 
Miriam Schechter announced the 
opening of an official study center on 
the SCW campus. The center, which 
will be open on Tuesday afternoons 
from 3:45 to 6:45, was created to pro
vide further academic support to 
the study body in areas such as test 
taking, critical reading, note Laking, 
and academic self-advocacy. Ms. 
Sharone Waldman (M.A., ED.M), cur
re~Lly a Focus Instructor at Winston 
Prep School in Manhattan, has been 
appointed as the director of the cen
ter. Said Schechter, Ms. Waldman is 
"a dynamic and energetic addition to 
our slaW. The study center operates 
on a scheduled appointment basis. 

ruin the 'lop 50 
In the U.S. ews and World Report 
National Universities Ranking - a 
list of the best colleges and univer
sities in the niled States - Yeshiva 
University has landed within the Lop 
so universities in the country. In the 
brief description about the univer
sity, highlights included the lower 

student-faculty ratio of 6:1 and com
mendation for YU's, "highly ranked 
research opportunities at the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine ." 
YU tied for 48th place alongside 
the University of Washington, the 
University of Miami, the University 
of Florida, and Penn Stale. For a list 
of all university rankings, see the 
u.s. 

Ner.J Upcoming Restaurants Accessi
ble r.Jith Ca{ Cards 
If you haven't already found out 
the hard way or heard through the 
grapevine: Tiberias is no longer ac
cepting the "Caf Card.~ However, ac
cording to Bruce jacobs, director of 
food services al Yeshiva niversily, 
by the end of November. students 
can expect to have three new restau
rant options under the dining plan: 
Pitopia, Bravo Kosher Pizza. and 
Bravo's new meal restaurant. Bravo 
Kosher Markel, which will feature 
deli, hamburgers, and fried chicken. 
The new restaurant, set to open in 
several weeks, will be located next 
door to the Bravo Kosher Pizza in the 
financial cl is tricl. 

APPealing or APPalling? 
Students React to 

NewYU Mobile App 
courses, photos , shuttle ride sched
uling, making appointments with 
the career center, and more. all with 
a touch of a finger. 

The idea for the app began a few 

Back 

years ago, and it is now finally ready 
to use. llowever, like with the re
lease of all new technological de
velopments. the reactions from the 
app's users have been mixed. 

Shuttle 

OUR SCHEDULE FOR OCTO
BER2014 

Click a free day to apply for an appointment. 
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1:00am 1:15am 1:30am 

5:00pm 6:00pm 6:45pm 

7:15pm 7:30pm 8:15pm 

8:45pm 9:00pm 9:45pm 

10:15 pm 10:30pm 11:15 pm 

11:45 pm 

October 20, 2014 

0 12:00am 12:30am 1:00am 
0 

CL 

~ 
~ 
ro 

(f) 
1:15am 1:30am 5:00pm 

After asking several students 
what they thought about the new 
app, most of the students admitted 
to only using the app to book shut
tles between campuses. Mo l stu
dents who were asked were quick 
to poi nL ou l the flaws wi Lh this sys
tem- particularly how it is un-fair 
for those s.Ludenls who-f know. un
heard of- do not have a smartphone. 

For students who do not have a 
smartphone. bookin~ a shuttle can 
be a fairly tedious task. They have 
to go to a computer room on cam
pus, book the shullle, print out the 
confirmation email. and bring il 
with them to the shuLtle along with 
their !.D. 

Another issue most students 
had with the shullle booking on the 
app was that the app often freez
es and does not load when they arc 
trying Lo book a shuttle. Addition
ally, when trying to book a shut
Lie for 12:oo Al\1- z:oo AM, the app 
will book it for u:oo PM- 2:oo Pl\1 
the next day, so students still need 
Lo call the security office to book a 
shuttle for those times. 

However, Don Sommers, Ch ief of 
Security, ha assured that the app is 
still being tweaked and various im
provements will be made. Sommers 
and the Office of Security are in 
constant contact with the software 
developer at the Communications 
Department, and hopefully all of 
the glitches with the app can be ad
dressed. Already, the app has proven 
a huge time-saver for the office of 
security. Time will tell it if the same 
will be true for the student body. 



Shteiging isn't just for Students: 
A New Semester of the Community Beit Medrash Program 

Naamah Schwartz Your parents can 
take a course this fall that was recently 
offered to sew students. 

The occasion is a new semester of 
the Community Beit Medrash Program, 
which brings YU learning opportu
nities to the broader YU community. 
YU Alumni, do-nors, board members, 
and parents are among those who have 
taken advantage of the program in the 
past. This semester's program, which 
begins at the end of Oc-tober, will 
feature Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik, 
Director of the Zahava and Moshael 
Straus Center for Torah and Western 
Thought, and Dr. jacob Wisse, Director 
of Yeshiva University Museum and 
Associate Professor of Art History at 
Stern College. 

The topic of the program
"The Image and The Idea: An 
Interdisciplinary Semi-nar on Art 
History and jewish Thought" will 

Jenny Stieglitz · Following the ex
tensive hype regarding the status 
of Yeshiva University's Graduate 
Program for Women in Advanced 
Talmudic Studies (GPATS), the singu
lar major change this year has been 
the appointment of Mrs. Nechama 
Price as director, as was an-nounced 
by the Observer in early September. 
Regarding her new role, she explained, 
"GPATS changed my life, without 
question, which is why I was excited 
when I was given this position." 

Mrs. Price is a full time instructor 
at Stern in both the Bible and jUDS 
departments. She spent three years 
in GPATS while completing master 
degrees in both Bible and jewish 
Education at Yeshiva University's 
Azrieli Graduate School of jewish 
Education and the Bernard Revel 
Graduate School of jewish Studies. 
Afterwards, she spent four years 
as a Sha'al U'meishiv in the Stern 
Beit Midrash, while teaching on the 
Beren Campus. She has been a Kallah 
teacher for over ten years and taught 
over one hundred Kallahs. Last year, 
she graduated from the 
Yoetzet Halacha program 
and currently works in the 
New jersey communities of 
Tenafly, Englewood, West 
Orange, Livingston, and 
Long Branch. 

As the first woman staff 
member of GPATS and an 
alumna of its second gradu
ating class, Mrs. Price is an 
appropriately chosen men
tor to the students in every 
way. She will help students 
approach any issue that they 
may face on their path to 
becoming jewish leaders. 
According to Mrs. Price, 
whether students plan to be
come teachers (either in-for
mally or formally), Yoatzot 
Jlalacha, or Kallah teachers, 
this program will give them 
the necessary skills for their 
future . . \s she explained. ~no 
mallcr your next step (after 

sound familiar to students who took 
a course by the same name at Stern 
last year. Similarly, that class was co
taught by Wisse and Soloveichik. 

The Community Beit Medrash 
program began at the request of sev
eral communi-ty leaders who attend
ed YU's Championsgate Leadership 
Conference in Orlando, Florida a few 
years ago and wanted an opportunity 
for continued intellectual jewish ed
ucation with a "YU feel." The first se
mester of the program featured Rabbi 
11 Schacter and Rabbi Hayyim Angel, 
and the program has enjoyed much 
success since its inception. 

According to julie Schreier, direc
tor of institutional advancement, the 
goals of the Community Be it Medrash 
Program are to provide the jewish 
community with access to learned 
YU speakers and to allow partici
pants to reconnect with YU, talk to 

students and faculty, and enjoy the for six weeks starting on October 29. 
campus atmosphere. The program has Class will take place at the Yeshiva 
led to many participants becoming University Museum. 
more involved with the YU communi- M U 
ty, whether through philanthropy, c..\ 1 '{ S E (; 
helping current students find ~~ 
jobs and intern-ships, or <y 
hosting ~v.ents in their own ~ 
commumt1es. ~ 

The program ac- ~ j 
cepts sponsorships for ::::::; 
the weekly learning from _.. 
members of the commu- --..., 
nity celebrating various > 
occasions. This semes- :;: 
ter's program has been ~ 
sponsored in honor of {/) 
Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik y..l 
by members of his syn- T 
agogue, Congregation 
Shearith Israel. 

The Community Beit 
Medrash Program will be running 

What You May Not Know 
About GPATS This Year 

GPATS), those two years will change 
your life." 

Gabrielle Hiller, a current student 
of the program, who intends to teach 
Tanach and Gemara to high school 
students after GPATS, expressed, 
"The world of women's Torah learning 
is still growing and developing, and it 
is amazing to have someone to speak 
to who can guide us on that journey." 

Mrs. Price stated that she is "a 
voice for the women" and, as such, she 
will help them deal with a large vari
ety of leadership issues that are spe
cifically applicable to women today. 
In addition to the mentorship aspect, 
her role also encompasses recruit
ment and arranging programming. 

As in the past, the GPATS cur
riculum entails learning Gemara in 
the morning, taught by Rabbi Moshe 
Kahn and Rabbi David Nachbar, and 
Halacha in the afternoon, with Rabbi 
Gedalia Berger. The topic of after
noon Halacha will continue to alter
nate each year between Nidah and 
Kashrus. 

Every Wednesday, Mrs. Price 

organizes a "Lunch-and
Learn" featuring a presen
tation from guest speakers 
such as Rabbi Brander, Dr. 
Pelcovitz, or herself. As part 
of this program, Mrs. Price 
will be increasing the focus 
on public speaking by "lis
tening to . them speak and 
critiquing them," during 
the one-hour luncheons, in 
order to hone that critical 
skill. 

Additionally, Mrs. 
Price wants "to work on 
getting GPATS students 
more involved with Stern 
students. For one thing, 
seeing GPATS students en-
grossed in learning Torah in Stern's 
Beit Midrash gives Stern students the 
chance to consider GPATS for their 
future, a sight that influenced the de
cision of numerous current students 
to apply. Mrs. Price hopes to facilitate 
a meaningful collaboration that will 
benefit both sides. 

At its core, GPATS is "two years of 

solid learning, skill building, grow
ing as a person, and getting yourself 
ready for the next step," says Mrs. 
Price. Her goal is for GPATS to contin
ue educating women in Gemara and 
Halacha and to give the students the 
leader-ship capabilities that they will 
need to impact the jewish community 
at large. 
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Maika Katz "Some of the clos-
est friends and connections that I've 
made at Stern were all because I 
stayed in for Shabbat," Shayna Kayla 
Lis, a senior, confessed. 

It's wonderful to note that culti
vating meaningful relationships be
comes more prevalent as more stu
dents stay in for Shabbat. Shabbat 
is that shared experience which 
strengthens the lies among students 
- something almost impossible to 
replicate during the hustle and bus
Lie of the week. That being said, var
ious student councils are planning 
to implement new changes to im
prove this year's Shabbat experience 
on the Beren Campus, to make it one 
in which every student wishes to stay 
in-a feat worth celebrating. 

The · Shabbat Enhancement Com
mittee (SEC) is a specialized club 
whose purpose is to maintain and 
enhance the Shabbat atmosphere on 
campus. One major concern students 
have brought to the SEC's attention 
is the club-sponsored Shabbatonim. 
This type of programming has been 
the default mode in which Shabba
tonim function. 

Extreme Makeover: 
Shabbat@Beren Edition 

There is definitely a great benefit 
to having a club-run Shabbaton: they 
create a big pull and attraction for 
many students who know what type 
of activities they can expect from a 
certain club. On the other hand, ex
plained SEC president Aliza Katzin, if 
a student does not have any attraction 
to the club running the Shabbaton, she 
loses interest and may even feel un
welcome staying in for Shabbat. 

Amanda Esraeilian, TAC pres
ident, shared her vision for what 
Shabbat on campus-"Shabbat@Ber
en"-should look like. She stated 
the commonly overlooked fact: "We 
[the student body) all share some
thing profound in common: we are all 
jewish." 

But the buck stops there. The stu
dent body is also vibrantly diverse, 
and is blessed with wide interests and 
a breadth of clubs that promote their 
ideas with the hope to share them. 
While clubs do bring people togeth
er, on such a large scale, it's hard to 
strike the right balance. 

Amanda continued, "The goal of 
the TAC board is to create the sense 
of community which caters to every 

type of student... to find a niche with
in Shabbat." 

She also explained that instead 
of a club taking control of an entire 
Shabbat's activities, it will instead 
choose a certain component to be re
sponsible for, and in that way, still im
pact that Shabbat in a meaningful way. 

Maika Sigal, president of the Stern 
College Dramatics Society (SCDS), ex
plained how downgrading the club in
volvement may actually hurt the num
ber of students who stay in for a given 
Shabbaton . This is her fourth year on 
campus, and her involvement in both 
SCDS and the Fantasy/Sci-fi clubs is 
valuable testimony to the evolution of 
Shabbat programming. 

"I stayed in [for Shabbat) for clubs 
that I was actually a part of, and oth
er random clubs that I wasn't a mem
ber of because I don't have time to be 
a part of all of these cool clubs [on a 
regular basis] ... and so it would be great 
to see what they had to offer on Shah
bat, in a non-committal way to ex
plore new things," Maika shared. She 
has run fantastic Shabbatonim in the 
past with both SCDS and Fantasy/Sci
fi, and hopes the clubs will have the 

Secure at Stern: 

same opportunities to run exciting 
programming this year. "It might also 
be harder for less well-known clubs to 
break into the scene", Maika added, re
ferring to smaller clubs that do not run 
as many events during the year. 

Aside for this major change in club 
programming, Shabbal@Beren hopes 
to keep some things the same. The 
downtown campus is proud to host the 
men from uptown for Shabbatonim, 
and has been trying to smooth out any 
issues with getting them here for Shah
bat. The student body can agree that 
coed Shabbatonim are a nice time to in
teract with the other students. Finan
cially speaking, the only change may 
be different ratios of students from 
YC coming downtown than in the past, 
but nevertheless, there will always be a 
minyan for davening. 

Overall, the most important mes
sage to impart to students is that YU 
is their home, and student voices are 
always heard: student council organi
zations are making an effort to make 
Shabbat on campus a more dynam
ic experience for the diverse student 
body here at YU. 

Being Proactive and Reactive on Campus 
Talia Stern In a world where jews 
are often targets for anti-Semitic hate 
crimes, a jewish institution in mid
town Manhattan requires extensive 
security measures-both apparent and 
unknown to the student body-to en
sure safety on a day-to-day basis. Sev.: 
eral security programs and protocols 
have surfaced in recent weeks as part 
of enhanced security implementation 
on both the Midtown and Washington 
Heights campuses. 

About a week into classes, students 
received an email to their Yeshiva Uni
versity accounts informing them of a 
mandatory Active Shooter training to 
take place during the upcoming week 
of school. Students were required, ac
cording to the email, to attend one of 
two sessions offered. 

During the lockdown training ses
sions, Paul Murtha, Director of Se
curity at sew, addressed a crowd of 
Stern students in Koch Auditorium. 
She showed a video with guidelines for 
Active Shooter incidents and informed 
students of specific safety protocols to 
be carried out in each of the 215 Lex
ington and 245 Lexington buildings in 
the case of an Active Shooter situation 
(as part of the security revamp, links to 
the guidelines and training informa
tion for an Active Shooter incident are 
pos ted on the YU Security web page). 

.\{luW ~ ·d~cribed • ~ D 'W 

magnetic door Jock system installed on 
the posts of classroom doors that can 
be stripped off to create a quick and 
sturdy lock to prevent intruders from 
entering. 

When asked why now, in partic
ular, Active Shooting training has be
come important, Don Sommers, Stern 
College chief of security for twen
ty-five years, responded, "It is appro
priate now all over the country. There 
have been so many incidents [of ac
tive shooters], and it is a precaution
ary measure. just like fire drills, people 
should know what to do to prepare." 

"I am happy that the students were 
informed on how YU is taking steps to 
create a safer campus. I also found the 
new magnet system to be extreme
ly creative," stated sophomore Miram 
Pearl Klahr. 

Daniella Penn, a senior, felt that 
the session helped her realize "that a 
large part of the effectiveness of secu
rity on campus is student cooperation, 
and the more informed and aware we 
are, the safer we are." 

For others, however, the ses
sion stirred up feelings of being 
inconvenienced. 

"I think that it was just really ab
surd that they thought the most ef
fective way to share a large amount of 
important information with us was by 
shoving us all intO' .(')ne ronm on one 

assigned night," said Chevi Fried
man, a senior at SCW. "Commut
ers especially ... you can't force people 
who don't live on campus to stay after 
hours .. .! just think that making some
thing 'mandatory' for us was a little sil
ly and really unrealistic." 

Others felt that the practicali
ty and applicability of the information 
relayed during the session were per
haps lost due to the way the session 
was conducted. 

"I understand the importance of 
the session and the increased aware
ness of security on campus," said one 
SCW senior. "But when you have three 
hundred packed into a room where 
many have difficulty seeing the screen 
and hearing the presenter, the in
formation will not be absorbed or 
retained." 

Two weeks after the security 
training sessions took place, anoth
er email went out describing the spe
cial YPD coverage to be implemented 
during the weeks of the High Holidays. 
On the uptown campus, an YPD Mo
bile Command Center Vehicle has been 
placed at the intersection near the 
Gleuck Center, where prayer services 
are held during the holidays. One email 
sent from YU security to the student 
body lists "the backdrop of the Gaza 
conflict and the recent actions of ISIS, 
along with reports of.rising incidents 

of anti-Semitism around the world" as 
an impetus for these increased securi
ty measures during this time. 

These relatively recent securi
ty measures come amidst already 
pre-existing safety precautions that 
Yeshiva University has been practicing 
for years. Murtha has been conducting 
security orientations, as well as pro
viding extensive fire safety and evac
uation training for the student body, 
employees, and security officers here 
at Stern. 

Sommers recounted that when he 
started his job at Stern twenty-five 
years ago, the student council was 
working to successfully implement a 
policy that would require students to 
show their IDs when entering campus 
buildings. Though he understands that 
many students feel inconvenienced by 
having to locate and show their IDs, 
Sommers stressed, "in this day and 
age, it is important that everyone is 
comfortable with who is entering the 
building. It can only be done with ev
eryone's cooperation." 

Sommers imparted a lasting mes
sage to the student body: "If anything 
[strange) is observed, immediately no
tify the security department and Jet 
us know. The quicker you notify, the 
quicker the response," he stated. "Al
ways be prepared." .. 
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hard now to predict how things will look 
once Gaza calms down. But it looks like 
a red line has been crossed where many 
don't make the distinction between 
Israel and jews anymore" (Ha'aretz, 
Aug. 12, 2014). 

Most recently, two Islamic teenage 
girls were arrested on September znd 
for plotting a suicide bombing of a syn
agogue in Lyons, France. On September 
14th, rocks and bottles were thrown 
at the jewish Martyrs' Memorial in 
Brussels, and on September 16th in 
Anderlecht, Belgium, a synagogue 
was the target of an arson attack, with 
Belgian fire services stating that initial 
investigations point towards a racially 
motivated attack. 

Although these attacks are far 
from home for most Stern students, 
"they nevertheless serve as a remind
er that time and again jews feel threat
ened in their home countries. Zahava 
Lieberman, a senior at Stern College, 
said, "I've heard from Europeans, 
mostly those living in Paris, thatjews 
are treated as second class citizens. 
There's a clear distinction between 
Gentiles and jews and I don't think 
that exists in America. I know that the 
Muslim population in Europe is rising 
and ... based on the news, I definitely 
think anti-Semitism has gotten worse. 
On most levels [anti-Semitism] is irra
tional, but I do think it always existed 
and always will." 

The rise of the Muslim popula
tion in Europe is not the only factor 
contributing to increased anti-Semi
tism. In the Hungarian parliamenta
ry elections this April, the radical na
tionalist jobbik party, known for its 
explicit anti-Semitic remarks and 
positions, became the third largest 
party in Hungary. As one example of 

Gaza Conflict Reveals 
Mounting European Anti-Semitism 

their anti-Semitic views, in November 
2012, jobbik's deputy parliamenta
ry leader Marton Gyongyosi suggest
ed in Parliament that the Hungarian 
government should tally up a list of 
Hungarian jews who pose a national 
security threat to Hungary. 

Natan Szegedi, a senior at Yeshiva 
College from Budapest, Hungary, de
scribed how anti-Semitism is cat
egorically growing in his home 
country. "European countries are 
showing strong bias against Israel, 
which is a modern manifestation of 
anti-Semitism." 

Szegedi also discussed how "the 
economic downturn in many European 
countries led to a renewed anti-Semi
tism, something that did not happen in 
the U.S." 

Regarding the growth ofthejobbik 
party, he said, "there is an obvious and 
visible rise of the far-right, anti-Se
mitic segment. Hungary is in the news 
a lot for having openly anti-Semitic po
litical parties doing well in elections. 
You can clearly see that the country is 
not headed the right way." 

The Anti-Defamation League re
cently conducted a poll in Europe that 

Yeshiva University: 

was elucidated by Abraham Foxman 
in a letter to the New York 1imes on 
September 24th. "When asked if they 
agreed with the statement jews don't 
care what happens to anyone but their 
own kind,' 33 percent of the popula
tion in Belgium agreed. The responses 
varied little from country to country." 
Foxman emphasized that European 
mindsets such as these promote the 
ever-increasing anti-Semitism and 
hatred in Europe, "which has had re
markable staying power through the 
ages and so far no clear antidote." 

An Unparalleled Experience for Students 
from Around the Globe 

Natasha Bassalian The beauty of 
New York City is its intensely con
densed population of people from 
many locations around the globe 
who bring with them their language 
as well as elements of their food, ex
pressions and behavior. To compare 
one's own thoughts and mind with 
those around her is the key to learn
ing, and there seems no better place 
than Manhattan to do so. 

Stern College for Women, lo
cated at the absolute heart of this 
magnificent city, is a ground for 
education, connections, friendships 
and diversity. Each year, many stu
dents from all corners of the earth 
decide to enroll in one of the only 
colleges with combined religious 
and secular opportunities. Whether 
it be from The United Kingdom, 
Chile or Brazil, young jewish girls 
make the bold decision to leave their 
families, friends and all things fa
miliar to come to a city full of new 
and interesting people, a wild array 
of incredible opportunities, and new 
ways of thought and knowledge to 
gain. 

Dasha Sominski from St. 

Petersburg, Russia, majoring in 
Neuropsychology and Creative 
Writing, did exactly this. She left her 
familiar life in Russia and created a 
new and exciting life for herself at 
Stern College. 

"Ambition is something quite 
unheard of in Russia," she said. "I 
was coming from a limited sort of 
perspective to New York, but I found 
a window into new ways of thought 
and a new identity." 

Coming from a religious back
ground, Sominski expressed that 
"No school is similar to what Stern 
offers, with the ability to solidify the 
jewish life with religious studies as 
well as the ability to earn a degree." 

Majorie Ferreira from Sao Paolo, 
Brazil, an Accounting/Management 
major and president of the soph
omore class of 2017. began her ex
perience in the United States as an 
exchange student in Arkansas at the 
age of 16. 

"It then became my dream," she 
said, "to come to a university in the 
U.S, and I specifically sought out 
universities with large jewish com
munities." Ferreira stumbl'ed upon 

Stern College, and it became one of 
her leading choices. 

"There is a very strong, warm 
jewish community at Stern and in 
New York, and when coming from .a 
different country to the new and un
familiar, there is already something 
I have in common with everyone 
else-a shared sense of jewish iden
tity-which instantly helps." 

To the south-west of Brazil lies 
Chile, where a flourishing com
munity of Ashkenazi jews thrives. 
Melanie Hes;majoring in Psychology, 
is a native Chilean who made the 
daring decision to come and live in 
New York City as a student at Stern 
College. 

"My jewish identity and contin
ued education is very important to 
me as well as my parents," Hes re
marked. "Stern Collage for Women 
has a flourishing department devot
ed to enhancing the students' sphere 
of knowledge and exposure to jewish 
studies and life, as well as great de
gree of opportunities. Stern opens 
up so many doors to girls seeking 
to continue there religious studies 
as well -as acquire a degree. · This 

combination was perfect for me." 
Stern is also home to students 

from Great Britain. Rebbeca Hye, a 
native Londoner who just complet
ed a year of seminary at Midreshet 
Yeud, has just begun her first year at 
Stern and is "excited about this new 
chapter of life that has just begun to 
Continued on page 8 
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Yeshiva University: An Unparalleled Experience 
for Students from Around the Globe · 

Continued from page 7 
unfold." She is double majoring in 
accounting and finance and stated, 
"New York City is the best place on 
earth to be in the world of business. 
It is a powerhouse of brilliant peo
ple with brilliant opportunities to 
offer." 

Upon being asked why she chose 
Stern specifically, Hye replied, "The 
connections are endless and the 
education is very stimulating and 
challenging. I also value immense
ly the continuation of my jewish 

studies and influence, and Stern is 
ideal in this sense." 

Ester Eliashev, from Strasbourg, 
France, studying Neuropsychology, 
feels similarly about the excitement 
of pursuing education in America. 
"There are new lessons to learn each 
day, new challenges to face and im
mense growth potential. I feel it is 
a huge accomplishment in and of it
self that I have challenged myself to 
compete my degree in English." 

Upon comparing society in 
France to that of New York, Eliashev 

explained that "there is a lot of an
ti-Semitism in France, and to see 
such a liberated display of religious 
belief go undisturbed in New York is 
a beautiful thing. After spending a 
year at Michlala in Israel, I yearned 
for [a university which would allow) 
a religious atmosphere to follow 
along with me into college," Eliashev 
added. "Stern certainly does so." 

New York City is home to mil
lions seeking out a dream, whether 
for success, for happiness, or for 
nurturing a lifelong passion. Stern 

A Skewed View: 

College has a very similar dynamic. 
Girls from various countries decide 
to live here in this fascinating city 
in pursuit of a degree as well as all 
the experiences they will happen to 
come across along the way. 

As the popular saying by Robert 
De Niro goes, "I go to Paris, I go to 
London, I go to Rome, and I always 
say, 'There's no place like New 
York. It's the most exciting city in 
the world now. That's the way it is. 
That's it.'" 

Biased Media Reports on Israel-Gaza Conflict 
Miriam Saffern In a bomb shelter, a 
young boy gazes at a bird perched on 
his wrist, while another boy chuckles 
contently from his green plastic chair 
in the corner of the room. 

Beneath that is a shocking close
up of a ten-year-old Gazan murdered 
in a drone attack. Her eyes are shut, 
her mouth is slightly ajar with the 
tips of her crooked newly grown adult 
teeth visible, and her small head 
is wrapped in a graying bandage. 
A woman's delicate hand strokes 
her chin and two palms clutch her 
cheeks . . 

Photo series like this from the 
New York Times Magazine convey the 
destruction of the normalcy of Gazan 
life in a tragic and pity-invoking 
manner. The contrast of Palestinian 
funerals to the colorful and seemingly 
bearable Israeli realities elicits fur
ther horror from viewers, a~d pres
ents the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
as an attack on the innocent Gazans. 

In many other areas of media, 
the news is reported in ways that 
elicit recurring sympathy toward the 
Gazans, especially during the war 
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this summer. 
On the radio: Radio stations pe

riodically reported the casualties 
suffered by both Israel and Gaza. They 
mentioned that the number of Israelis 
killed was under one hundred, with a 
small number of them civilians, and 
they subsequently emphasized that 
the death toll of the Palestinians was 
over one thousand, stressing that a 
high percentage of them are civil
ians. However, they failed to report 
that Hamas hides in highly populated 
civilian areas, and that I.srael is pro
tected by the Iron Dome, which pre
vents civilian casualties despite the 
constant firing of rockets at civilian 
areas. 

Additionally, even though far less 
Israelis were killed, the attempts to kill 
Israelis were constant. Sirens sound
ed every few minutes in the south, day 
and night. A Stern student who was in 
Israel during the beginning of the war 
this summer recalled that she was on 
a train passing through Tel Aviv, when 
a siren began to blast. Everyone in 
the area was forced to race for shel
ter. "That was a real shock," she said, 

"and also strange to see an entire city 
completely disrupted for half an hour 
because of a rocket attack." 

Another time, a siren awoke her 
and her family at two in the morning. 
"We had to wake up all my young
er siblings and run to the ma'amad, 
and then count and make sure that 
we didn't leave anyone upstairs. That 
gave us a real taste of what the south 
went through every night." Overall, 
she pointed out, "even though there 
weren't many casualties from the 
rockets, the sirens themselves caused 
real disruption and anxiety." 

On television: On August 26, CNN 
showed footage of fiery explosions 
amidst homes in Gaza. On the Is
raeli side, they showed children and 
parents who were forced to evacuate 
their homes due to rocket fire, smil
ing as they jubilantly boarded a bus 
to jerusalem. Though the facts were 
accurate, the video portrayed the Is
raeli situation, specifically citizens 
being .uprooted from their unsafe 
communities, as miniscule and tol
erable, whereas the images of bombs 
erupting in Gaza seemed far more 

severe. 
Generally, media reports relay in

formation about both Israel and Gaza, 
but they tend to be geared toward 
arousing sympathy for the Palestin
ians, rather than revealing the truth 
of their terrorizing goals. And when 
they air reports about Israel, it is typ
ically accompanied by footage of Gaza 
or by mention of other reasons to be
lieve that Israel is the avenger. 

Tova Kwiat, a Stern sophomore 
who interned for an organization 
called Endowment for Middle East 
Truth, the ·Capitol Hill think tank, 
worked this summer to reverse those 
effects. 

"The whole point of my internship 
was to inform congressmen and their 
staffers the truth about the Middle 
East. So often the media talks about 
Israel and half of what it is saying is 
wrong," she notes. "Some people have 
no clue. They follow the media and 
therefore think poorly of Israel." 

In addition to working on Capitol 
Hill, Tova also attended an Israel ral
ly as well as a pro-Israel conference, 
among other events. At both events, 

protestors who have a skewed view 
of Israel because of the biased me
dia came to shout that Israel is the 
murderer. 

"They are saying it as if the 
Gazans are just sitting there, 
minding their own business and 
suddenly being killed," Tova ob
served. But the truth is, Tova re
marked, that Israel does "all it can 
to avoid injuries and death." 

In contrast to the protestors, 
those that are not yet completely 
swayed by the media are willing to 
listen to what Israel has to say. 

"During the war we had the 
ambassador to Israel come give 
an information session about 
what was really going in Israel. It 
was well attended," Tova recalled. 
"People are interested in hearing 
the truth." 

The bias of the media also 
makes it difficult to ascertain 
which information is accurate and 
which is not. 

Rabbi Hidary, professor of 
jewish History as well as other 
Judaic studies at Stern College, 
advises students "to approach 
current events the same way we 
approach ancient history. Read 
multiple sources from various 
points of view, try to distinguish 
fact from opinion, and use your 
best judgment." .. 

' 



Meet Erica Lemm: 
YU's New Assistant Director of Athletics 

Devi Braun Leaving the state of 
Michigan and daring to enter the hus
tle and bustle of NYC, Erica Lemm, the 
new assistant director of athletics, has 
joined the YU Macs family. Erica grew 
up in Clinton Township, Michigan 
with her younger brother and sister. 
There she at-tended Chippewa Valley 
High School, and encountered her role 
model, the goalie of her soccer team; 
a player who was talented enough to 
flourish in more than three sports. She 
was an inspirational person filled with 
positive energy and encouragement. 
Though this young woman passed away 
years ago, Erica never seizes to forget 
how this goalie contributed to her life. 

Sports was always an integral el
ement to Erica's identity. Her broth
er played basketball throughout col
lege and her younger sister currently 
plays both hockey and lacrosse for her 
school. Years ago, Erica's father was 
recruited to play professional baseball 
but turned down the offer because his 
heart was with basketball. He started 
the women's basketball team at Law
rence Tech University, and is now the 
assistant coach there. 

Growing up with a coach in the 
house, Erica learned the importance of 
following her heart and discovering all 
that sports has to offer. At a young age, 

she slowly veered away from karate, 
and moved on to play just about every 
other sport out there, including soc
cer, running track and cross-country, 
volleyball, and hockey. 

While in high school, she hoped to 
get recruited by a college to play soc
cer, but she tore her ACL. After recov
ering, Erica once again played soccer, 
but only three games into the season, 
she tore her ACL for the second time. 
As a senior, it was too late to be recruit
ed, so Erica went on to attend Central 
Michigan University where she intend
ed to pursue her dream of becoming a 
sports writer. 

Erica's path to becoming a sports 
writer was altered after she began to 
coach and work administratively for 
club teams at her school. She declared 
a major in Sports Manage-ment. Al
though not on the Varsity team like 
she had originally intended, Erica con
tin-ued to play soccer for that pro
gram. After college, Erica worked as 
the sports coordina-tor at a communi
ty college in Ann Arbor, while she si
multaneously worked on receiving her 
Master's Degree. During this time Er
ica somehow found time to give back: 
she coached both high school and 
middle school teams and provided 
aid to the American Cancer Society by 

running the Relay for Life twenty-four 
hour walk. 

After years of perseverance, "nev
er give up" is one mantra Erica firm
ly believes in. After tearing her ACL 
three times, she continues to play the 
sport she loves and runs daily. Even 
when her high school coach doubted 
her ability to play if she ever returned 
to soc-cer, she used people's doubts 
to push herself harder. Erica allows 
for others to drive her, and guide her 
to the road of success. As a result, she 
is constantly giving back to those who 
have touched her life and pushes oth
ers to fulfill their potential. 

Now living away from her family 
for the first time, Erica explains that 
taking on this new position is what she 
thought was the best move for her
self. She has adjusted well in New York 
and can now comfortably call it home. 
Erica delights in the fact that Yeshiva 
Uni-versity has allowed her the oppor
tunity to work with students who value 
and focus mainly on their academics 
and also manage to find time for ath
letics. She hopes to bring more organi
zation into our sports program and to 
build the recruiting aspect so that each 
of the teams will continue grow. 

Through her time on teams she re
alized that athletics are not only about 

The Start of Something New: 
A Look into the Lady Macs Volleyball Team 

Emily Rohan New year, new sea
son, new coach, but no new team
mates. Heading into my first presea
son training camp session at the end 
of August, the situation seemed bleak. 
Not having enough players for a full 
team, and having just been notified 
before camp began that we had a new 
coach, my teammates and I feared our 
season might be over before it even 
started. However, despite our reser
vations, the five volleyball players ea
gerly awaited a week of intense train
ing with friends and bonding over our 
upcoming season. 

We were greeted at the bus stop 
to camp by our new assistant coach, 
Grigoriy Agrest. He explained that the 
head coach, his father joseph Agrest, 
would not be attending camp this 
week, but Grigoriy intended on cover
ing a lot of ground. With the anticipa
tion of an exhausting week, I settled in 
for the bus ride to Camp Seneca Lake 

in Honesdale, PA. When we arrived at 
the campgrounds, I was surprised by 
the beautiful accommodations and 
the array of athletic equipment pro
vided: There were more basketball 
courts then I could count, an outdoor 
and indoor pool, outdoor volleyball 
courts, a beach volleyball court, soc
cer fields, and tennis courts. My ex
pectations were beyond exceeded and 
the week had barely begun. 

As practices began, we were not 
surprisingly, very sore and tired. Our 
day started way before breakfast, and 
aside for a couple hours after each 
meal, our training wasn't over until 
after dinner. Each day was filled with 
four to five practice sessions. Hav
ing so few players was difficult, and 
it was difficult becoming accustomed 
to having a new coach. Nevertheless, 
we were determined to have fun off 
the court, and although our bodies 
were aching and were exhausted, my 

teammates and I spent our nights so
cializing with each other and our fel
low Yeshiva University athletes. 

After five grueling days of drills 
and exercise, and a lot of team bond
ing, I left camp con-fident that we 
would survive the season, and I have 
not been disappointed. The num
ber of players continues to increase. 
Although we have yet to cease a 'W', 
week after week the core girls who be
gan the season, along with many new 
players, continue to push our-selves 
to our limits. We motivate each other 
when we're down, and celebrate the 
small victories, and we hope to build 
a stronger program in the weeks to 
come. Knowing that before the season 
began that the odds were against us, I 
am amazed by this team's will-pow
er. I am confident we will continue to 
work and drive through this season. 

winning, but also about learning skills 
that can be carried throughout life. 
Sports bring out the im-portance of 
time management, working with oth
ers, and many more life lessons. Ath
let-ics have touched Erica's life, and 
now she hopes to impart that same ex
perience to the students on the Beren 
Campus. 

The Ultimate 
Vitamin Guide 

Ariella Sieger Your mom always 
pushed you take that chewy gum
my vitamin, but did you ever think 
about why she was so insistent? What 
is it about vitamins that make them 
so crucial to our diet? Each vitamin, 
with its own seemingly random letter, 
has its specific benefits. 

Vitamin A: This vitamin is made up 
of retinoids (active particles found in 
animal parti-cles) and carotenoids 
(non-active particles found in plant 
particles). This vitamin plays a crucial 
role in vision, cell differentiation, and 
the immune system. The most com
mon foods that contain high amounts 
of Vitamin A are sweet potato, car
rots, and cantaloupe. 
Vitamin D: Also known as the "sun
shine vitamin," Vitamin D helps the 
body absorb Calcium. People may not 
realize that while they may be taking 
in solid amounts of calci-um through 
milk and other calcium rich sources, 
without Vitamin D, this calcium can
not be absorbed into the body. There 
are two forms of Vitamin D: D2, which 
is found in plant foods and Vitamin D3, 
found in animal foods and are synthe
sized by the body. Though Vitamin D 
may be attained from fortified dairy 
products, dietary sources of Vit-amin 
D are generally insufficient, and doc
tors therefore generally recommend 
taking Vitamin D supplements. 
Vitamin E: Many people have heard of 
Vitamin E as an element of cosmetic 
products such as lip balms or lotions. 
Vitamin E functions as an anti-oxi
dant, protecting the cell membrane 
from oxidative damage from free 
radicals. Thus, preventing wrinkles 
and early aging. It also has a gener
al, but very important role in allowing 

Devi Braun ·.: • • .' Contin'utd on page 18. 
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It's Late Night New York 
with jimmy Fallon E 
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Zahava Lieberman Late night tele
vision is not actually filmed at mid
night. In fact, the process to attend 
a taping of any late night show can 
begin up to three months prior to its 
filming. Luckily, living in New York 
City makes it almost too easy to catch 
at least one late night host live. 

Whether you prefer Lip Flip, Fake 
or Florida, Meyers, Fallon, or even 
retiring Letterman or Colbert, there's 
one thing you can't know unless you 
attend their show live: there's about 
180 minutes of waiting involved. And 
most of that waiting is done on your 
two feet. · 

It's not all bad though, especial
ly since the tickets are completely 
free. There's a live comedian wait
ing to prep you for the show once 
you arrive at the studio. The come
dian will entertain until the show 
begins. Not only does the comedian 
wish to see you smile and laugh, he 
or she (although overwhelmingly he) 
teaches you how to behave as a mem
ber of the audience. Since almost all 
late night television shows are filmed 
with the backdrop of a live audience, 
one learns how important an audi
ence's energy is to a late night host. 
The host directly feeds off the audi
ence's energy. One is not permitted 
to talk or shout while the segment is 
filming. An audience member sud
denly learns new ways to clap and 
cheer. The process, though routine, 
can also be pretty enlightening. 

On August 21st, I sat in the audi.:_ 
ence of jimmy Fallon's Tonight Show 
at NBC Studios. It hadn't been easy to 
get tickets. I had signed up to get in
stant alerts every time Fallon tickets 
became available. At the beginning of 
certain months, fans are invited to 
wait on a virtual queue in the hope 
that they may be chosen to receive 
tickets to the Tonight Show. Tickets 
are distributed on a first-come first
served basis. Since the process is to
tally electronic, the first individual to 

log in is taken to a page showing 
available dates for tickets and asking 
for personal information. Once the 
first person completes the form, the 
next individual is able to proceed in 
the virtual line and is invited to fill 
out the same form. 

The Fallon ticket request page 
was set to open at 11:30 AM and I had 
started refreshing the page as ear
ly as 11:25. The process is not all that 
different from class registration. I 
wasn't accepted to the queue un
til 11:45. Within 40 seconds I had an 
email in my in box confirming my res
ervation to the Tonight Show. 

Although the taping doesn't start 
until later in the evening, guests 
must arrive in the early afternoon 
to be guaranteed a spot in the au
dience. Additionally, the guest list 
only becomes available during the 
week of the taping. josh Brolin, Artie 
Lange and Giada De Laurentis were 
the night's guests. I was only familiar 
with their associated careers: actor, 
radio show host, and something re
lated to eating or making food. 

To be honest, I wasn't all that 
pleased with the roster. Fellow Stern 
College senior Daniella Eson, my 
plus-one for the evening, did notal
low her dismay to get in the way of 
her enjoying the comedic genius that 
is jimmy Fallon. 

Turns out, we had nothing to 
worry about. josh Brolin performed 
Goonies skits-a 1985 Spielberg clas
sic in which he played a major role
at one point even throwing his red 
bandana, a reference to the film, to 
the audience. 
- Artie Lange told hilarious story 
after story, shedding light on his hec
tic lifestyle. Lange also announced, 
much to our glee, that every audience 
member would receive a free copy of 
his autobiography immediately after 
the show. Trust me, I would proba
bly be ecstatic to read just about any
one's autobiography cover to cov
er if he was placing it directly in my 
hands. 

shone when he 
was interact
ing with the 
guests, primari
ly in contrast to 
Lange. 

~ 
3: 

After leaving the show-Lange 
biography in l;land- I thought to see 
what I had gained from this experi
ence. I had, without a doubt, been 
exposed to trending media, because, 
after all, each guest had been pro
moting their latest project. I had also 
witnessed award-winning celebrities 
firsthand. At the same time, I also 
felt part of a larger context because I 
played a vital role as a member of the 
audience. And all this for free. 

As someone who has attended 
various late night productions, there 
are many reasons Fallon stands out 
in the ranks. He is willing to go to 
any length to put a smile on the au
dience's face. His antics are original 

Giada De Laurentis whipped up a :§ 
veal-based dish followed by a sweet ~ 
alcoholic beverage for all the audi- g 
ence to see. z 

After all the guests had been pre
sented, they came together to play a 
game of Catchphrase. The game is 
similar to Taboo and played com
petitively with teams. It was a mot- ~ 

ley crew, complete with vulgar humor ~ 
0 and inside jokes. As a guest to the 
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show it was interesting to see celeb
rities interacting in such a noncha
lant manner. Fallon was on point for 
the entire show, targeting ever-pop
ular issues such as Obamacare, Con-

~ 
gress and terrorism. Fallon's clean- ~ 

cut, fun-loving personality really ~ 

and he attracts popular stars. He 
rarely breaks character while on the 
air. It's easy to tell that he can be edgy 
but still come across as a gentleman. 
His personality permeated the show 
and received constant applause from 
the audience. Fallon is also one of the 
few hosts to run among the audience 
at the very end of the show, and allow 
guests to give him high-fives. 

Again, the most worthwhile as
pect of attending a late night show lies 
in the up-close exposure to the en
tertainment industry. Not only does 
an audience member learn what is up 
and coming, he or she feels person
ally connected to the celebrities. All 
those aside, there are free giveaways. 



THE YU OBSERVER OBSERVES SOME MOVIES 
The Giver vs The Giver 

Sarah Katz As soon as I heard there movie begins with jonas and his two 
was going to be a film adaptation of the friends, Fiona and Asher (Cameron 
beloved novel, The Giver, two thoughts Monaghan) riding their bikes on a col
popped in my mind. The optimistic side orless morning. The movie starts show
of me was excited and thrilled. Twenty- ing color when jonas notices Fiona's 
one years after the john Newberry red hair and the color of the apple in 
Medal winning book was published, the Giver's home. The movie does not 
Hollywood was finally going to make a change those parts from the novel and 
movie adaptation that was worthwhile. brings them to life by doing something 

The other side of me was not as a book cannot-allowing its viewer to 
enthusiastic. Like many people, I read truly see the transition. Even when 
The Giver in middle school. To this day, the film is in color, the colors are dull 
I can remember the way Lois Lowry and rarely bright, which lends to the 
wrote the simple yet haunting tale of idea that with the government still in 
what happens when an authoritarian charge, the world can still not be com
government dictates the way people pletely colorful. 
live their everyday lives. Lowry was a Fans going in should know that 
pioneer in writing the popular genre jonas and his friends' ages change 
of dystopia, which many successful from the innocent age of 12 to the more 
books today like The Hunger Games and mature 16. Many young adult novels 
Divergent use in their plots. But even have turned into huge franchises like 
while many movies fail from their book Twilight, The Hunger Games, and 
counterparts, I was willing to give The Divergent, who all have teenagers star
Giver a chance. ring as the main roles. By increasing the 

The Giver tells the story of 16-year- ages, producers must have hoped for 
old jonas who lives in a society where similar results. 
his government controls everyone's Truthfully, the age did not mat
lives. People are assigned their jobs, ter to me so much. I always felt while 
spouses and even children and blindly reading the book thatjonas was dealing 
follow all instructions and orders. At with a lot of heavy stuff for a twelve
the ceremony of 16 with all others his year-old. He receives all types of mem
age, jonas is assigned his future po- ories including wars, sicknesses and 
sition, "The Receiver of Memories." death. Even though altering his age 
Through receiving the memories and changed jonas' innocence, it made his 
forming a friendship with his mentor, a character seem more authentic and be
man known as "the Giver," jonas realiz- lievable to be dealing with such intense 
es he cannot live in a society where he responsibilities. 
cannot think and experience emotions There are some major additions 
of his own. He then devises a plan which in the film that provide information 
goes against everything his government the book never addresses. In the film, 
tells him to do. "receivers" have a special marking 

The Giver has an all-star cast in- on his or her wrist. jonas first notices 
eluding Meryl Streep, who plays the it on Gabriel, a baby he rescues from 
new role of the government's leader, release, their society's term for death, 
the Chief Elder, and jeff Bridges, who and the Giver has one as well. Some of 
plays the Giver and spent almost 20 the best scenes are with Thwaites and 
years developing the film. It seems its baby Gabriel as he serves as a hero for 
producers knew a cherished book like the ch!ld. 
The Giver would ne~d a heaVy dose of ~ Another big change is with the 
Academy Award winners to play such - character Fiona. Fiona is featured 
iconic roles. Brenton Thwaites, a new- heavily in the movie as jonas' love in
comer from Australia, easily fits the role terest, a choice clearly intended for its 
of the curious, yet courageous jonas younger viewers and different from her 
with Odeya Rush playing his love inter- more minor original role in the novel. 
est. Bridges and Thwaites have a chem- For the most part, Thwaites and Rush 
istry throughout the film, which makes are believable as the society's forbidden 
the moviegoer, who may have problems lovers. Rush's acting, however, remains 
with the rest of the film, somehow still emotionless even towards the film's 
want to watch their scenes. Streep and end when their government no longer 
Bridges both steal the screen with their controls her. 
impressive acting chops, but the young One of The Giver's best aspects is 
actors, Thwaites and Rush, both show when the memories are shown near the 
they can hold their own as well. film's conclusion. jonas experiences 

One of the biggest parts of the film a series of memories that makes him 
and the novel is, (spoiler alert!) jonas' finally understand he cannot live a life 
world is in black and white. In the nov- under a government that does not let 
el, the government decides that remov- him experience such wonderful and 
ing color and emotions will get rid of tragic experiences. Even though Lowry 
jealousy, pain, and competition. describes the memories in the novel, 

Before entering into the movie, I the film does an excellent job of bring
wondered if the film would be in black ing them to life for the viewer. 
and white. Much to my happiness, the Even with its changes, the film does 

not lose the emotion and beauty that 
the book is famous for. Lowry made her 
readers think about how living is about 
experiencing all types of emotions: 
the good, the bad, the exciting and the 
painful. The movie executes this well, 
staying true to the book's message and 
bringing them to life on screen. The 
magic that was felt by children when 
reading the book for the first time is 
still there on the screen, all these years 
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One Boy Captures 
Life's Passing Moments: 

A Review of Boyhood 
Miriam Pearl Klahr Movies often 
build up to one pinnacle moment: a 
graduation, facing a challenge, death, 
or birth. But Boyhood (2014) does not 
attempt to tell one specific story. 
Some of the movie's scenes feature 
milestones, such as birthdays, gradu
ations and first days of school. Others 
are ordinary: a father and son eating 
lunch together, note passing behind a 
teacher's back, walking with friends. 
Boyhood, like life, is simply comprise~ 
of life's many moments, blurred one 
into the other. 

Capturing the unique rhythm of 
life's passing moments was no simple 
feat. It required twelve consecutive 
years of filmmaking with the same 
cast, beginning in 2002. Upon choos
ing the film's actors for the movie, 
Boyhood director Richard Linklater 
knew he would be working with them 
for a long time, regardless of how they 
would change. Linklater had a gener
al direction for the movie, but the de
tails were left open to organically un
fold with time. The actors themselves 
helped write the script and develop 
their characters as their own person
alities evolved from year to year. The 
result: A compilation of many scenes 
that capture the growth trajectory of 
protagonist Mason (Ellar Coltrane}, 
his divorced parents (Ethan Hawke 
and Patricia Arquette}, and sister (Lo
relei Linklater}, as he develops from a 
first grader to a college freshman. 

For today's college students, 
watching Mason grow up is almost 
like looking through a personal time 
capsule. The backgrounds of the 
film's scenes are mirroring backdrops 
of their childhoods as millennials. For 
example, current events such as the 
war in Iraq and the Obama campaign 
surface within Mason's day-to-day 
activities. The technology surround
ing Mason shifts from bulky VCRs 
and Gameboys to sleek iPhones. The 
music, car models, and fashion styles 
Mason encounters are the recogniz
able changing fads of the early twen
ty-first century. 

Though Mason doesn't emerge 
as the stereotypical teenager of to
day's generation, the film depicts 
him as a product of his era. In a 
world of constant selfies, Mason feels 
most comfortable behind a cam
era. Instead of using the camera to 
take images of himself, he express
es himself through capturing mo
ments from a different point of view. 

He contemplates deleting his Face
book page and wonders how tech
nology affects interactions and per
ceptions, often reducing people to a 
profile picture and emotionless text. 
As he matures, Mason struggles to 
discover his identity. He experiments 
with different fashions, such as nail 
polish, earrings, buzz-cuts and long 
hair, portraying the way today's gen
eration explores sexuality and iden
tity. He enjoys deep conversations, 
but doesn't act upon them. He isn't 
terribly motivated and lacks specif
ic goals. And though he is sweet, he is 
also self-absorbed. Mason is his own 
unique character, and yet every col
lege student can identify with Ma
son's experiences of growing up at 
the start of the twenty-first century. 

Boyhood received strong reviews 
and numerous awards, namely be
cause the film's messages transcend 
beyond today's youth. Though the 
moments encapsulated in the mov
ie are Mason's, they are also uni
versal. They convey life's confusion, 
its joy, sorrow, and bliss that occur 
in the small fleeting moments often 
ignored. They capture how people 
slowly change, some finding them-
selves, other's losing motivation 6F- -----. 
chasing something, though they 
don't know why. Boyhood shows how 
some characters fix their mistakes 
while others keep returning to their 
shortcomings. The movie's power lies 
in how these realisms unfold slowly, 
through decisions of ever:yday life. 
They are not filmed as climaxes, but 
simply as moments. 

Watching the series of scenes 
as Mason grows leaves the audi
ence with big questions. What gives 
certain moments significance? The 
movie captures how life is often lived 
for the next milestone, but when 
countless milestones disappear into 
memories, the viewer is left wonder
ing about the significance behind 
these blurred memories. Which mo
ments in life are deemed as signifi
cant: the moments a person seizes or 
the moments that seize a person? Or, 
is life just a culmination of the aver
age moments? 

Boyhood doesn't attempt to an
swer these questions about life and 
time. Instead it invites viewers to 
embrace the passing nature of time 
and to explore the questions life 
evokes through the lens of one boy 
growing up one moment at a time. 
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Shira Huberfeld As the Whitney Mu
seum closes its Madison Avenue doors 
and moves downtown, it ends with jeff 
Koons. How appropriate, as the con
temporary artist attempts to herald in 
the end of art. 

Koons, in his kitsch engagement 
with the readymade, conflates skill with 
substance as is apparent in his highly 
technically skilled works. But while he 
evokes countless art references in an 
attempt to write himself into the artis
tic tradition, it comes off as shiny but 
hollow-the trademark features of all of 
his work. However, he remains one of 
the most successful contemporary art
ists and his stuff is incredibly sought af
ter. Koons is arguably the most famous 
artist of this generation; his works are 
known well outside the confines of the 
art world. 

The exhibition is quite large and 
takes up almost the entirety of the mu
seum. It is divided on three floors ofthe 
Whitney, moving chronologically from 
the second to the third and then the 
fourth. Each room contains works from 
specific series that Koons did over the 
years on all sorts of subjects and in all 
different media, from "The New," with 
its glass enclosed vacuum cleaners, 
"Banality," which contains large ver
sions of porcelain statues, and "Cele
bration" which includes his most fa
mous works such as "Balloon Dog" and 
"Hanging Heart". 

The works in the exhibit, while 
varied in technical skill and make
up, are recognizably that of one art
ist. Koons returns to two major themes 
in his work, mirrors and hollowness. 
Many of his pieces are made out of met
al and are polished in a way that one 
can see their reflection. This is depict
ed in "Rabbit, and the "Antiquity" se
ries among others. The shiny surfac
es of his sculptures are identifiable as 
Koons pieces around the world. Fea
tured items at the Whitney exhibit from 
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jeff Koons: 
just Another Art Exhibit 

Koons' first solo exhibition, called 
Equilibrium, serve to demonstrate this; 
a scuba tank and life raft that are both 
completely hollow. Each appears to be a 
lifesaving device. Instead, their bronze 
makeup will not save but instead will 
kill their user. 

These trademarks beg an engaging 
question for the exhibit's viewer. Does 
Koons' art, which is engaged in the 
shallow and superficial, reflect our own 
relationship with art? 

Koons' work holds up a mirror to 
us as we are forced to engage this ques
tion. The idea of the mirror in Koons' 
work, however, goes beyond the phys
ical depiction. He places a mirror up 
to society, demonstrates what he sees 
in an incredibly technically skilled 
way, and presents his new reading of 

contemporary culture to us. People re
act quite strongly against Koons, but 
one could say they are responding to 
the horror of seeing their own hypocri
sies bared up in front of them. 

In his "Banality" series, Koons cre
ated porcelains of all sorts of figures in
cludingjohn the Baptist, Michaeljack
son and Bubbles and Amore, a teddy 
bear. People responded negatively to 
seeing john the Baptist beside jackson 
and seeing jackson in this way. How
ever, one could say Koons was showing 
the public that they truly equated these 
two, and placing them together was 
showing the truth of how society truly 
sees religion and celebrity. 

The hollowness plays into this as 
well. With his emphasis on things empty 
on the inside, Koons is demonstrating 
the hollowness of contemporary cul
ture. In his "Inflatables" series, he blows 
up flowers and rabbits. The blowups 
are filled with just air, nothing within 
them. He again returns to inflatables in 
his "Celebration" series, demonstrating 
that it is a common theme in his work. 

Though there is a way to under
stand Koons in the perspective of a so
cial commentator, the exhibit overall 
doesn't depict that level of depth to its 
full possible extent. The walls are stark 
white and the division of the gallery 
space into small rooms and floors does 
not allow its viewer to truly grasp an in
tegrated view of]eff Koons. By the time 
the end is in sight, the first few rooms 
are already fading from memory. The 
rooms all resemble each other, after all, 

and there are a lot of works to see. 
Additionally, Koons himself does 

not truly develop an independent iden
tity throughout the exhibition; he lacks 
a voice. As he strives to take his place 
in the legacy of art, the predecessors 
who he evokes with artistic referenc
es overshadow him. He pays homage to 
Duchamp with his ready-mades, Fla
vin with the lighting underneath them, 
judd with the minimalist containers for 
them, Oldenberg with his inflatables, 
Warhol with his use of pop culture, and 
Lichtenstein with his Popeye. His later 
works from the "Antiquity" series seem 
to be a pandering to the classical his
tory of art, as he tries to redo the clas
sics in his own technical way. His uses 
of these influences can be interesting, 
but it makes him an aggregator of cul
ture, not a cultural voice. 

While waiting on line to see the ex
hibit for the second time, I was shocked 
to see how the line remained long well 
into the show's third month. Koons, 
with his technical skill and theatri
cal pieces, continues to inspire an au
dience and attract a crowd. But it's like 
that lifeboat. It may be detailed, but it's 
hollow on the inside. If one is looking 
for the true history of modern art, trav
el to the fifth floor of the Whitney in
stead, with its permanent collection of 
Andy Warhol, jasper johns and others. 

_....-/ 

Yeff Koons: A Retrospective will be 
at 1he Whitney Museum of American Art 
until October 19, 2014. 



To Ice 
or Not to Ice: 
#IceBucket 
Challenge 
Revisited 

Sora Gordon "At least it was a 
small bucket," was pretty much the 
only thought that managed to pene
trate the brain freeze to which I had 
just voluntarily subjected myself. 
By donating a sizable amount of my 
limited funds and dumping a bucket 
of ice water on my head, I committed 
myself to being the latest participant 
in the most recent viral sensation to 
sweep the nation -the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge. 

The origins of the challenge are 
the source of heated debate amongst 
those who claim su-perior knowledge 
surrounding all things meme-worthy. 
However, Facebook's data scientists 
did manage to pinpoint origin of the 
challenge's spread across social me
dia, narrowing it down to Boston. 
Boston, of course, is the home of 
former Boston College baseball play
er Peter Frates, who was diagnosed 
with ALS in 2012 and whom many 
identify as the inspiration behind the 
Ice Bucket Challenge. But although 
the challenge may have originated in 
Boston, it has since spread across the 
globe, from England to Israel to New 
Zealand and Australia. 

The challenge is a simple one: 
within twenty-four hours of being 
nominated, participants in the chal
lenge must donate to ALS, or face the 
penalty of dumping, a bucket of ice 
water on their heads. After that, the 
rules seem to be flexible. Some people 

stipulate that the donation must be at 
least $wo; others insist that the buck
et must be able to hold at least three 
gallons. But although the rules vary, 
the focus remains unchanged - to 
raise awareness of ALS. 

ALS, or Lou Gehrig's disease, as 
it is commonly known, is a neurode
generative disease that affects nerve 
cells in the brain and spine, causing 
patients suffering with the disease to 
pro-gressively lose control of volun
tary muscle action, eventually leading 
to paralysis and death. Although there 
are many sufferers of ALS, the disease 
is not limited by racial, ethnic, or so
cioeconomic boundaries. Despite this, 
research funds are sorely limited, so 
a viral campaign like the Ice Bucket 
Challenge was long overdue. 

Ho:wever, there are many that 
bemoan the prominence of the cam
paign. Sick and tired of countless 
challenge videos saturating Facebook, 
Vine, Twitter, and Instagram, people 
have begun to lash back at partici
pants in the challenge for a variety 
of reasons. Fed up with the apparent 
stupidity or just plain clumsiness of 
several participants, Buzzfeed com
piled a list of epic Ice Bucket Fails. 
Others claim that the challenge is 
insensitive to those living through a 
water shortage. But perhaps the most 
widespread cause of the ice bucket 
backlash is what many critics of the 
challenge call "slacktivism." 

OPINIONS 

Simply put, slacktivism is when 
rather than actually donating to ALS 
research, a participant in the chal
lenge would rather spend the mon
ey buying ice and a bucket and then 
waste copious amounts of water film
ing the challenge. Of course, to the 
slacktivist, this all gets chalked up.to 
raising awareness. The critic on the 
other hand, sees this as yet another 
participant in a global, "charitable" 
wet t-shirt contest. 

Many dismiss the "slacktiv
ism" critique because the Ice Bucket 
Challenge did manage to raise over 
111.6 million dollars for the ALS 
Association. I dismiss critiques of 
the Ice Bucket Challenge for another 
reason. I dismiss the critiques for the 
same reason that ten rabbis joined 
the challenge at a wedding reception. 
I dismiss the critiques for the same 
reason that an Israeli citizen rushed 

Maddie Zimilover 
Renana Nerwen 

to complete the challenge as an air 
raid siren wailed in the dis-tance. I 
dismiss these critiques for the same 
reason a groom joined the challenge 
in the middle of his own wedding, for 
the same reason the challenge went 
viral, for the same rea-son this chal
lenge was started, for the same rea
son that I chose to participate in the 
chal-lenge in the first place. 

Because while the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge raised millions of dollars 
in much needed re-search funds, 
the Ice Bucket Challenge is about so 
much more than donations. It's about 
showing sufferers of ALS that they're 
not alone. That we haven't forgotten 
about them. That we support them. 
That we care. So go on. Don't wait to 
be nominated. Make your donation 
and grab your camera. It's time to join 
the challenge. 

Their Grief and Sadness Are Thirteen Years Old Today: 

Blanche Haddad For Elliot and the 
faith you have in me. 

I opened the sliding door onto 
our back patio and my younger 
brother followed. He slid the door 
shut behind him, an act that silenced 
the television. The sky was perfect
ly blue, the sun perfectly warm. We 
stood on our back porch in Brooklyn, 
watching the gray-black smoke float
ing away. 

My brother was still significant
ly shorter than me when he was six 
years old. He wrapped his small 
hands around four small plastic cups 
of water as he carried them over to 
the patio table. Our plan was to make 
clouds so it would rain, so the smoke 
could be cleared and the firefight
ers could save everybody faster. My 
nine-year-old mind was so sure that 
we could put clouds in the sky. An 
hour (maybe more, maybe less) later, 
my brother and I looked at the cups, 
looked up at the sun, looked up at the 
now gray smoke, looked back at the 
cups, then at each other. 

"The water isn't evaporating," I 
said definitively. 

"No, I think some of it did," my 
brother said with the brightest blue 
eyes I've ever looked into. We don't 
think about the people who have died, 

Reflections on· September 11, 2001 
we can't imagine how many lives are 
unraveling, we don't know about the 
huge evil that drove this day to hell. 

For years afterward, I would play 
the events of September n, 2001 over 
and over again in my mind, the way 
that the news channels played foot
age of the crumpled towers on a loop 
that day. I continued to remember so 
I would never forget what evil, pain, 
fear, panic, and even a nation looked 
like. I thought about the people on 
those flights, imagined their abso
lute terror that must have paralyzed 
each of them, their tears and rushed 
breaths, the last words offered up as 
prayer, their instantaneous deaths. I 
thought about the ones in the tow
ers-looking out the windows, their 
eyes begging for help, clutching the 
walls of the very structure that would 
deliver their deaths. 

That day went on too long, I re
member. For hours and hours my 
siblings and extended family hud
dled around our television, every
one wearing the same empty look. 
Nobody spoke, save for the news re
porters whose brows were turned up 
in fear. 

Now, I am twenty-two years old 
and I walk to Ground Zero on Sep
tember n,· ~(t)!t "' ~ ;find 

unanswered questions are thirteen 
years old today. The streets aren't 
any more crowded than they would 
be on a normal Thursday afternoon 
in the financial district; yet everyone 
around me seems to be walking too 
quickly. Marines and uniformed po
lice officers stand dispersed in the 
streets. 

"Is the memorial open today?" I 
ask when I don't see a way in, but only 
a way out. The police officer looks me 
in the eye and I look for the sadness 
but I only see worry. "Only for family 
members until six, then it'll be open 
to the public." I think this is very ap
propriate; their grief and loss are 
thirteen years old today, their mem
ories of loved ones just as vivid. I 
stand for a few minutes and study the 
tower erected in place of the fallen 
ones. I look up at the perfectly blue 
sky and the perfectly warm sun and I 
think that this new tower must reach 
into heaven, my God, it's so tall. From 
where I stand, it seems like there are 
three triangles: two that point up
ward, and an inverted one between 
them. The tower, I realize, points up 
and points down. Up and down. 

Up, like the direction our eyes 
were pointed that day--at the tele
vision, at "Ll\t .. ~ filled sk¥; ;~t,. 

heaven--like the direction the 
smoke and fires had risen in order 
to destroy; like the direction my eyes 
would turn each time I stood on my 
porch, expecting to see two towers 
erected; like the direction our heroes 
were climbing when they acted he
roically and died heroically; like the 
direc-tion so many climbed on their 
way into work that morning, never to 
climb--

Down, where the towers inevita
bly crumbled, taking so many; where 
the stares of loved ones were pulled 
as they watched their worst night
mares come to life; where our tears 
fell as we looked on. 

On that day, thirteen years ago, 
my brother and I stood in confused 
silence for another thirty seconds 
when it suddenly dawned on me. "Oh! 
If we pour the water on the floor, the 
sun can help it evaporate into clouds 
faster!" My brother didn't question 
the nine-and-a-half-year-old me. 
We dumped the cups of water on the 
porch, watched it slowly fade away, 
until the paved cement was the same 
light gray color as the drifting smoke 
in the sky. Disappeared into thin air ... 
There, I thought. My brother and I go 
back inQiA." . ;tnd wait for the clouds 
to f~' ·-. · . • 
* .... .,.~ ~ ' 
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Continued from page 1 

to be ordered around by obnoxious 
customers, who were familiar with the 
experience of being yelled at by a mid
dle aged lady, cheeks taut with Botox, 
for bringing out limp onion strings on 
her sandwich. In a strange way, being 
in both worlds at once highlighted the 
fallacy of the low class server stereo
type. I came to recognize that I had 
previously, in some subtle and inar
ticulate way, looked down upon these 
people, and yet I was now one of them! 
Clearly, there was something wrong 
with my stereotype of the server. 

The world of service is a bizarre 
one. As soon as you enter the bubble 
of the restaurant, normal concepts of 
courtesy melt away, replaced by a sort 
of sanctioned stratification. There is a 
pecking order, where the customer is 
suddenly always right, and the server 
is always at fault, no matter the cir
cumstances. The superior customer 
has control practically as well as sym
bolically, with tip control. If the wait
er doesn't notice the customer's hand 
go up quickly enough, the custom
er has the right to punish with a bad 
tip. Basic politeness and courtesy are 
commended in the customer rather 
than expected, with plenty of custom
ers opting to decline commendation. 
As my coworker Kayla put it, "Some 
people confuse server with slave." 

There is also a subtle expecta
tion that service people are less in
telligent. After all, there is no spe
cial schooling required to serve sushi. 

Waiting on Tables, 
Waiting for Respect 

After my first few weeks at work, I 
joined a few of the other more ex
perienced servers and stopped tak
ing notes on orders most of the time, 
unless I had a large table. Customers 
would frequently cast doubts upon my 
ability to remember, some even tell
ing me that the accuracy of the meal 
would be my test. "Are you sure you 
don't want to write this down?" they 
would ask. "It's a lot to remember." I 
would laugh it off, flashing them wide 
smiles and saying that I thanked them 
for their concern, but that I would be 
okay without my notepad, that I was 
good to remember orders for tables of 
four or five. When I would turn away 
to enter their orders into the comput
er system, I always shook my head at 
their assumptions. It was incon-ceiv
able to them that the charming girl 
who was their server might also have a 
better than average working memory, 
that she might even be in any way more 
intelligent than they were. My memory 
was like a party trick to them, some
thing to chuckle at in mild wonder
ment and amusement, and then forget 
in the blur of a pleasant meal. 

I don't mean to imply that all of my 
customers were rude, or that they all 
spoke to me like I was a dolt. On the 
contrary; most of them were very po
lite, kind, and complimentary. In any 
given shift, I always got about five com
ments on what a nice smile I had or how 
friendly I was, and I always had anum
ber of tables who would leave me very 
generous tips. I engaged in pleasant 

banter with many of my customers, es
pecially the regu-lars, and for the most 
part enjoyed making them happy with 
good service. There was, however, al
ways a vocal minority of customers 
who were jerks, and treated either me 
or my co workers like we were scum, 
and it is to them I am speaking in the 
previous two paragraphs. The issue of 
subtle prejudice, though, is one that I 
think is far more univer-sal than many 
of us would feel comfortable acknowl
edging. I am an extremely polite and 
open-minded person, but before I be
came a waitress, I really did have a 
quiet default assumption that the peo
ple who worked in Duane Reade, the 
cashiers at the pizza place, and the 
blue-eyed girls who waited on my ta
bles were lower class, and probably not 
as intelligent or well educated as I was. · 
This didn't mean that I treated them 
rudely, but as unhappy as I am to admit 
it, I definitely looked down on them in 
certain ways. 

Now that I have been in both 
worlds, I realize that the perception 
of servers as inferior is totally unde
served. People in service jobs .are just 
like everyone else, with accomplish
ments and ambitions and lives. If any
thing, the people I worked with were 
some of the most upstanding, funny, 
intelligent, and kind-hearted people I 
know. When I first started work, they 
all, without exception, welcomed me 
and trained me and helped me when 
I made mistakes. Apart from their 
good natures and remarkable lack of 

An Unspoken Truth: 

competitiveness, I am also in awe of 
my co workers' work ethics. Most of 
them immigrated to this country with
in the last ten years, and have learned 
English as their second (or in the Ben
galis' case, sixth) language. Many of 
them have families who depend on 
them fully for this income, and many 
of them have one or two other jobs to 
make ends meet. Their lives are full and 
interesting and rich; over the course of 
four months, I learned about Macara's 
modeling career, Camilla's aspirations 
to go to medical school, Abid's career 
as an engineer in Bangladesh, Mar
tha's DIY projects on her fixer-upper 
home, Kayla's passion for art, and Hila 
and Carolina's surprising shared as
piration to become veterinary nurses. 
I personally am a psychology student, 
and hope to one day earn a doctorate 
and become a therapist. 

Waitressing was not the unfortu
nate pit-stop I expected it to be. On the 
contrary, being a waitress was a huge 
growth experience for me, and ended 
up being one of the most interesting 
and thought-provoking things I have 
done in the past year. But the best 
part about it was that it allowed me to 
become friends with ·this incredible 
group of people, and spend my days 
laughing and joking with them. Get
ting to know my co wo.rkers shat-te
red all of my stereotypes, and taught 
me better than any article ever could 
that server is far from synonymous 
with stupid. 

Is There More to College than Finishing 
Your Pre-Health Major? 

Merav Gold Like many of my peers, I 
came to Stern with my course sched
ule basically all planned out. Through
out my three or four years, I would take 
four lecture and laboratory courses, a 
variety of classes for the biology ma
jor, in addition to organic chemis
try, physics, statistics and all the other 
classes needed to be pre-medicine. In 
Stern, it seems like a lot of students are 
on some sort of pre-health or science -
track: medicine, nursing, occupa-tion
al therapy, physical therapy, or one of 
the many other health-related fields of 
study that are available. 

One of the interesting benefits of 
majoring in a health-related field, is 
that there is not one part~cular track 
you need to follow. While this holds 
true for many professions, one advan
tage that being pre-med has in Ameri
can universities is that it is a course of 
study apd not a major. Theoretically, a 
student could major in whatever topic 
they want, such as biology, chemistry, 
political science, or art history. Aside 
from their chosen major, each pre-med 
student would be required to take the 
prerequisites for medical school, in
cluding the basic sciences (biology, 
chemistry, physics), organic chemistry, 
specific math classes, and a list of oth
er social sciences, all of which medical 
schools expect their incoming students 
to know before starting their first year 
of med school. 

My question is this: why is the biol
ogy major the default anrl -- -nt oopular 
major for those whr · ~t of 

the health care world? There are many 
so classes offered in Stern that are often 
overlooked by students who are focused 
only on their career aspira-tions and 
the courses required to get them there. 
Oftentimes, students ask "what is the 
easiest class to fulfill requirement X," 
in the hopes of boosting their GPA with 
an easy A. I can't deny that a strong GPA 
is important for applying to graduate 
school. But I also believe classes, which 
may not specifically pertain to your ma
jor or career, must not be overlooked. 
We have the opportunity to learn almost 
any subject at a liberal arts college. It is 
frustrating when I see many of my ca
reer oriented peers focus only on what 
they be-lieve will help them in the long 
run, rather than broadening their hori
zons academically while in college. 

A school that combines both the 
arts and the sciences offers a wide va
riety of classes, which allows students 
to study subjects that don't just con
tribute to their career aspirations but 
to also explore anything the student 
might find interesting. For example, I 
am pre-med, while also majoring inju
daic Studies. That is the benefit of at
tending a liberal arts school like Stern; 
I can major in something that I am pas
sionate about, likejudaic Studies, while 
also completing my r~quirements for 
medical school. 

Education is not only about learn
ing those skills that will prepare a per
son for their ca-reer. It bothers me that 
I often see and hear my peers lament 
the · extensive general edu-cation 

requirements at Stern. It seems to me 
that they don't see the opportunities 
that these diverse classes offer them. 
If the purpose of college were to mere
ly prepare students for their next step 
in their career, then the entire concept 
of liberal arts core requirements would 
be superfluous. I believe that there 
is a method to the seemingly point
less madness that constitutes a liber
al arts bachelor's degree. Information 
does not exist in a vacuum; every
thing we learn is interconnected. 
just as one cannot truly understand 
the Torah without its commentar-
ies, each subject in its own way, 
provides in-sight on another sub
ject. Imagine learning history without 
reading the books that were cultural
ly popular at the time, or learning bi
ology without knowing concepts from 
chemistry. History and literature, bi
ology and chemistry, are all connect
ed. Beyond the subjects themselves, 
there are also important skills you de
velop through a liberal arts education. 
In some classes, you learn to analyze a 
reading, so that when you pick up the 
textbook for another class, you have 
learned to focus on the important pas
sages. In others, you learn how to think 
critically, so that when you are in class 
or are doing home-work, you know 
how to ask the right questions. Choos
ing only those classes that are eas-iest, 
and not thinking seriously about which 
classes we take, prevents us from be
ing able to gain as much as possible 
ft'dffi bur limited tirne at Stern. We must 

challenge ourselves to 
take the more demand
ing course, to follow 
our interests and learn 
something new. 

And don't worry, you can still be 
pre-med. 



The Iron 
Behind the 

Dome 

Allison Tawil During Israel's Opera
tion Protective Edge this past summer, 
the Iron Dome defense system was re
sponsible for saving countless lives, 
homes, and infrastructure through
out the Holy Land. Thanks to this mis
sile defense system, in 2014 alone, over 
1,000 missiles aimed for Israel were 
intercepted, with a go% success rate. 

While it is simple to understand 
the importance of having such a de
fense system in Israel, the technology 
behind the Iron Dome is not as simple 
to understand. The Iron Dome's devel
opment began in 2005 with joint fund
ing from the U.S. and Israel, and it was 
first ready for use in 2011-but it con
tinues to be perfected until this day. 

The technology was developed by 
Rafael Advanced Defense Systems, an 
Israeli company, which, according to 
their website, "develops and manufac
tures advanced defense systems for the 
Israeli Defense Forces ... as well as for 
foreign customers around the world. 
The company offers its customers a di
versified array of innovative solutions 
at the leading edge of global technolo
gy, from underwater systems through 
naval, ground, and air superiority sys
tems to space systems." The Iron Dome 
is one of the company's most notable 
developments. 

Rafael is also in the midst of devel
oping David's Sling, a new defense sys
tem that will be able to intercept me
dium to long-range rockets and cruise 
missiles, fired from a range of over 186 
miles. David's Sling is planned to be 
deployed in 2018. 

The Iron Dome protects high
ly populated areas from short-range 
rockets, missiles, and mortars fired 
from a maximum range of 43 miles 
away, within seconds. To fully appre
ciate this advanced technology, think 
of it this way-while going at an aver
age speed of 65 miles an hour, it takes 
at least 3g minutes to drive 43 miles on 
a highway. In a few seconds, the Iron 
borne system is able to detect the in
coming rocket, calculate where it is 
projected to land, determine if this 
area is highly populated, and fire. 

Jackie Benayoun This past sum
mer, everyone from former President 
George W. Bush to Yeshiva Universi
ty President Richard M. joel accepted 
a challenge. The challenge-aimed to 
raise funds and awareness for ALS
was embraced by politicians, celebri
ties, athletes, professionals and stu
dents across the globe. 

The challenge: pour a bucket of ice 
water over your head, or donate 100 
to the ALS Association. 

While the challenge dominated 
peoples' social media pages over the 
months of july and August as friends, 
relatives, and co-workers got soaked 
for a cause, few actually know what 
ALS stands for. And after receiving 
widespread attention only very re
cenlly, many people are still unin
formed about the disease behind the 
bucket. 

SCIENCE 6:1 
TECHNOLOGY 

The system operates day and night 
and in all weather. It can also respond 
to multiple rockets being fired simul
taneously. It has three major compo
nents, each accomplishing a specific 
task. The detection and tracking ra
dar is a Multi-Mission Radar (MMR) 
that does just what it says-detects and 
tracks the trajectory of incoming rock
ets. The battle Management and Weap
on Control unit (BMC) is the control 
center that calculates the impact point 
of the incoming rocket based on in
coming information from the radar, 
also taking into account wind speed 
and direction. When the threat is deter
mined, the Missile Firing Unit launch
es Tamir interceptor miss iles to inter
cept the rocket before it hits ground. 
These missiles are specially equipped 
with sensors and steering fins for high 
accuracy and maneuverability. Tamir 
is an acronym for Til Meyaret, Hebrew 
for "interceptor missile." 

There are many of these setups, 

or as they are called, "batteries," scat
tered throughout Israel. Currently, 
there are ten in total, but by 2015, the 
plan is that there will be fifteen batter
ies to protect a larger range of cities. 

One of the Dome's biggest feats is 
that it provides "selective defense." It 
provides powerful defense without in
tercepting every rocket being fired at 
Israel. This is thanks to the Iron Dome's 
ability to determine where a rocket is 
projected to land, limiting the amount 
of unnecessary interceptor launches, 
which saves millions of dollars. It costs 
about g5,000 each time the inter
ceptor is launched, so one can imag
ine how the tab adds up after a couple 
of rockets are intercepted. The job of 
the soldiers stationed by the Iron rock
ets projected to land in an unpopulat
ed area, such as an open field or the 
sea. These soldiers only have a matter 
of seconds after the system assigns a 
destination to decide whether to can
cel the interception. 

Ice Bucket Challenge: 
What's ALS Really All About? 

ALS, or amyotrophic lateral scle
rosis, is a progressive neurodegenera
tive disease that affects the nerve cells 
in the brain and the spinal cord. Motor 
neurons reach from the brain to the 
spinal cord and from the spinal cord 
to the muscles throughout the body. 
The progressive degeneration of the 
motor neurons in ALS eventually leads 
to the death of these neurons, dimin
ishing the ability of the brain to ini
tiate and control muscle movement. 
The nerves that are affected in a per
son with ALS are the motor neurons 
that provide voluntary movements and 
muscle power. 

With voluntary muscle action pro
gressively affected, patients in the lat
er stages of the disease may become 
totally paralyzed. When muscles no 
longer receive the messages from the 
motor neurons that they require to 
functi,o~. the ml}scl~s. begiq ~o ~¥OJ;>9X 

(become smaller). Limbs begin to look 
"thinner" as muscle tissue atrophies. 

According to the ALS Association, 
symptoms of the disease are variable 
but commonly include muscle weak
ness, twitching (fasciculation) and 
cramping of muscles (especially those 
in the hands and feet). "Thick speech" 
and difficulty in projecting the voice 
can also occur and in more advanced 
stages, shortness of breath, as well as 
difficulty in breathing and swallowing 
may result. ALS can be diagnosed us
ing a host of methods, which include 
blood and urine studies spinal tap, 
x-rays and MRI, muscle and/or nerve 
biopsy, and neurological examination. 

ALS is responsible for near
ly 2/roo,ooo deaths annually and as 
many as 30,000 Americans may have 
the disease at any given time. The life 
expectancy of a person living with ALS 
var\es f~~J11 2-~ year§ from th~ lime pf 

Jackie Benayoun 

While it may sound like all of the 
advanced machinery is built of really 
expensive materials, a leading devel
oper of the Dome states, "Budget con
straints force scientists to think hard ... 
there are parts in the system forty 
times cheaper than parts we buy nor
mally. I can even give you a scoop-it 
contains the world's only missile com
ponents from Toys R' Us." This devel
oper brought his son's toy car to work 
one day. The scientists and developers 
were passing the car around in the of
fice and found a component of the car 
that would be suitable for the Dome. 

ow that is innovation. 
To this day, the Iron Dome contin

ues to give peace of mind to countless 
Israelis, who prior to 2011, used to live 
in fear of having their city struck by a 
rocket. This peace of mind also extends 
to Americans, where we live knowing 
that for the most part, our Israeli allies 
are safe from rocket fire. 

diagnosis, although many people live 
with quality for five years and more. 
More than half of all patients live more 
than three years after diagnosis. 

According to the Mayo Clinic, 5-10 
%of people with ALS inherited it as fa
milial disease, an autosomal dominant 
trait. go% of cases are sporadic; pre
dominate between the ages of 40 and 
6o, and are slightly more common in 
men than women below the age of 65. 
Environmental factors that may be 
linked to development of the disease 
include smoking and lead exposure. 
Recent studies indicate that people 
who have served in the military are at 
higher risk of ALS possibly due to ex
posure to certain metals or chemicals, 
traumatic injuries, viral infections, 
and intense exertion. 

To date, no cure or treatment 
can effectively halt or reverse ALS. 
Continued on page 16 
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Continued from page 15 
But there is one FDA approved drug, 
riluzole, that slows the progression of 
ALS as well as several other drugs in 
clinical trials that hold promise. Im
portantly, there are significant de
vices and therapies that can manage 
the symptoms of ALS that help people 
maintain as much independence as 

Emily Chase Have you ever won
dered if when you see red, your friend 
is actually seeing a different color, but 
you both call it the same thing? What 
if one day you ,were stripped of your 
ability to see one color altogether? 
Imagine a world where apples were no 
longer red and the circles on a traffic 
light became indistinguishable. 

The idea of color is actually made 
up by our brains-objects don't in
herently have color to them. When 
two people see an apple, they may 
both say it is "red" without knowing if 
they are actually seeing the same col
or. The two brains could be decoding 
the nerve impulses differently. Peo
ple who are colorblind (have a miss
ing or faulty cone) and people who are 
tetrachromats (have four cones) can 
be diagnosed using testing of color 
perception. 

Humans see color in terms of vis
ible light, which comprises a range of 
wavelengths on the electromagnet
ic spectrum (from 780 nanometers to 
390 nanometers), is either absorbed 
or reflected by an object. For example, 
an object that appears green absorbs 
all wavelengths except for the one 

Ice Bucket Challenge: 
What's ALS Really All About? 

possible and prolong survival. Breath
ing therapy, speech therapy, phys
ical therapy, occupational therapy, 
nutritional support, and psychologi
cal and social support can be a source 
of relief to patients and their fam
ilies and improve quality of life. 

The Ice Bucket Challenge, popu
larized by Massachusetts resident and 

ALS patient Pete Frates, seeks to im
prove the life of patients by raising 
funds for research and for the various 
treatments available. As of mid- Sep
tember, the challenge raised over 115 
million dollars, a staggering increase 
in funds from the previous year. In
dividual philanthropists and corpo
rations, such as Leonardo DiCaprio, 
T-Mobile and Carnival Cruise Lines 
have personally pledged over $10o,ooo 
for the cause. Another major contrib
utor to the cause is the NY Yankees, 
who lost a valued player to the disease 
in the 1940's. Lou Gehrig, known as the 
"Iron Horse" of baseball, brought na
tional and international attention to 
the disease after his subsequent diag
nosis in 1939. In his honor, ALS is also 
commonly referred to as "Lou Gehrig's 
disease." 

Yet the challenge has drawn many 
criticisms and some people prefer to 
refrain from partaking in it. Criticisms 
include the unethical practices of ani
mal and embryonic stem cell research 
in support of a cure, the dangers of 
the challenge itself for patients with 
health complications, and the wasting 

A World Without Color 
we call green, which it would reflect. 
This light would pass through our pu
pil into the back of the eyeball where 
the retina, the light-sensitive eye lin
ing, is located. In the retina there are 
two kinds of photoreceptors: rods and 
cones. The cones perceive light while 
the rods are implicated in night vi
sion, and only perceive light or dark. 

There are three types of cones: 
red, green, and blue. Each cone is acti
vated by light that falls within its spe
cific wavelength range. For example, 
the red cone is sensitive to red light, 
orange light, and yellow light, but it 
is most activated by red. Sometimes 
two or more cones can be activated; 
when yellow light shines through the 
eyes, both the red and green cones 
are activated and send nerve impulses 
through the optic nerve to the brain, 
which interprets the nerve impuls
es to determine the color and shape 
of the object. Our brains convert the 
wavelengths of light into the color 
yellow. 

Color perception tests, such as 
the Ishihara color test, consist of a 
series of pictures of colored spots. A 
figure (usually containing numbers or 

Cornea 

Lens 

shapes) is embedded in the pic
ture as a number of spots in a 
slightly different color. The 
full set of tests has a vari-
ety of figure/background 
color combinations, 
and is most com
monly ust;d to 
diagnose red
green col
orblindness . 
Another test 
used by clini
cians to mea-
sure chromatic 
discrimination is the Farn-
sworth-Munsell 100 hue test. The 
patient is asked to arrange a set of 
colored chips to form a gradual tran
sition of color. 

While color blindness is often a 
sex-linked condition, color blindness 
can also be produced by physical or 
chemical damage to the eye, the op
tic nerve, or the brain. Brain or ret
inal damage caused by shaken baby 
syndrome, accidents, and trauma 
produce swelling of the brain in the 
occipital lobe, and may lead to col
or blindness. Damage to the retina 
caused by exposure to ultraviolet light 
may result in a similar disease state. 

Scientists at the University of 
Washington and University of Florida 
made strides in the area of gene ther
apy by giving trichromatic vision to 
squirrel monkeys in 2009. In 2003, a 
cybernetic device called eyeborg was 
developed to allow the wearer to hear 
sounds representing different colors. 

Color blindness may also present 
itself in the spectrum of degenerative 
diseases of the eye, and be linked to 
the retinal damage caused by diabe
tes. Low levels of vitamin A, an essen
tial antioxidant that protects the cor
nea of the eye, can also result in color 
blindness. 

While colorblindness seems to have 
obvious drawbacks, some studies show 
that colorblind people are better at 

of water. Proponents of other diseases 
and charities have sought to copy the 
challenge and have used social me
dia, such as Twitter and Facebook, as 
a platform. 

Facebook has been so instrumen
tal in publicizing the Ice Bucket Chal
lenge that the social media website has 
raised its own fair share of funds from 
the challenge. In a recent Forbes arti
cle, the Ice Bucket phenomenon was 
stated to have raked in more than 1.3 
billion dollars in revenue. More than 
10 billion video views were achieved 
with the challenge and more than 440 
million people were reached. 

While the high numbers associ
ated with the challenge are impres
sive, nothing is more impressive than 
the attention the challenge has re
ceived. All over the country and the 
globe, people are moving for a cause 
and taking action, whether by dump
ing a bucket of ice over their heads or 
by making a donation. But next time 
some mentions the challenge, think 
about the disease driving the move
ment, and not just only the funny vid
eos trending on your Facebook feed. 

pen-
etrating certain 
color camouflag-
es. Such findings may give an evolu
tionary reason for the high prevalence 
of red-green color blindness. There 
is also a study suggesting that peo
ple with some types of color blind
ness can distinguish colors that peo
ple with normal color vision cannot. 
And it is also important to note that 
color-blindness is highly sensitive to 
differences in material. For example, 
a red-green colorblind person who 
is incapable of distinguishing colors 
on printed-paper may have an easier 
time when viewing the same image on 
a computer screen or television. 

To date , there is no treatment to 
cure color deficiencies. Optometrists 
can supply colored glasses lenses or a 
single red-tint contact lens to wear on 
the non-dominant eye. Although this 
may improve discrimination of some 
colors, it can make other colors more 
difficult to distinguish. Apps for the 
iPhone and iPad have been developed 
to help colorblind people view col
ors more clearly. Many applications 
launch a sort of simulation of col
orblind vision lo make normal-view 
people understand how the color 
blinds see the world. 



Rebecca Garber As YU students were 
going about their daily lives shuttling up 
and down town, going to events, partic
ipating in clubs, studying for midterms 
and anxiously awaiting Pesach break 
this past March, a deadly virus began 
spreading thousands of miles away in 
West Africa. Suddenly, hundreds of 
people were infected and dying. The vi
rus could not be contained, no one was 
immune, and, worst of all, there was no 
cure. This is Ebola. 

For those of you who were busy with 
internships and seven classes, here's a 
recap: Ebola (a.k.a Ebola hemorrhag
ic fever) is a deadly virus that damag
es the immune system and organs as it 
spreads throughout the body. At pres
ent, there are five identified strains of 
Ebola that can affect both humans and 
animals. 

Ebola causes levels of blood-clot
ting cells to drop, which leads to se
vere bleeding inside and outside the 
body. The virus is spread through direct 
contact wilh bodily fluids from, or ob
jects that have been contaminated by, 
infected animals or people. Symptoms 
include fever, severe headache, mus
cle pain, weakness, diarrhea, vomiting, 
stomach pain and unexplained bleed
ing or bruising. Researchers believe 
the virus is animal-borne and suspect 
that bats are the most likely carrier and 
infector. 

Ebola was first discovered in 1976 
near the Ebola River in what is now the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Al
though Ebola outbreaks have occurred 
sporadically throughout the years in Af
rica, there has never been an outbreak 
this serious or widespread. An esti
mated 6,ooo people have been infect
ed with the virus and about 2,700 peo
ple have died predominantly in Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, and Guinea. 

Aside from a global humanitari
an concern, American's may feel de
tached from the threat of Ebola due to 
its isolated presence overseas. But last 
April, two infected Americans in Africa 
were brought back to America for treat
ment. With the help of the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
these two patients were brought to Em
ory University Hospital in Atlanta on a 
modified gulfstream G3 plane, owned 
by Phoenix Air, one of the largest air 
ambulances in the world. The plane was 
converted into a mini ICU with every
thing that flight physicians and nurses 
could need for the journey from Liberia 
to Atlanta. Once the patients were de
livered, the plane was irpmediately de
contaminated and all the medical ma
terials were incinerated. 

Many Americans were enraged that 

This is Ebola 

the CDC would bring the virus into the 
US rather than treat the patients in West 
Africa. But the CDC ensured that with 
meticulous attention to cleanliness, 
the virus could be contained. Whether 
or not the public approved, there were 
sick patients in critical need of medical 
care, and the CDC was intent on cur
ing them. 

After three weeks of care and a 
combined million-dollar expenditure, 
the two initially undisclosed patients, 
Dr. Kent Brantly and missionary Nan
cy Writebol, were cured of Ebola with 
ZMapp, an experimental drug made up 
of monoclonal antibodies that recog
nize and neutralize specific viruses like 
Ebola. The recovered patients were re
leased from the hospital and free to go 
home to their families. 

In a perfect world, we would be 
able to mass produce ZMapp and dis
tribute it all throughout West Africa. Yet 
there are ethical, financial, and logisti
cal problems that exist as barriers pre
venting widespread distribution. For 
instance, is it okay to mass distribute 
experimental drugs that have not been 
fully tested on humans for safety or ef
fectiveness? It is also expensive to pro
duce these drugs that, if available·to the 
pub1ic, are not guaranteed to heal any
one, especially because we are dealing 
with a mutable virus that comes in at 
least five different strains. 

Although Brantly and Writebol were 
cured using ZMapp, they were cured in 
Emory, one of America's best medical 
facilities, rather than a makeshift clin
ic in the middle ofWestAfrica. And they 

were treated immediately after con
tracting the virus, which usually takes a 
few days to really replicate, spread, and 
cause damage to cells and organs. Most 
importantly, they were healthy before 
being infected, unlike the thousands 
of other Africans who suffer from mal
nutrition and various other conditions, 
such as immunodeficiency. 

The virus is still spreading in West 
Africa. The CDC predicts that Ebola 
will infect an additional 2o,ooo people 
before it can be contained. And that is 
not the worst of it. Many of the inhabi
tants believe that the medical staff is to 
blame for the spread of the virus and 

h"ave started attacking and killing those 
in West Africa offering aid. 

So what can be done to help? 
Within the next month, America 

will be deploying thousands of troops to 
help set up facilities and form training 
teams to help treat victims. Other coun
tries are also deploying thousands of 
medical staff to join in the relief effort. 
People are donating money for medical 
supplies, medical professiooals are en
listing their services, hospitals around 
the world are preparing themselves for 
a possible outbreak and researchers are 
looking for a cure. 
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Continued from page 1 

essentially became a tutoring program. 
Yeshiva University saw the opportuni
ty to cut the costs, but maintained the 
program on the still interested boys' 
campus. 

Today, bringing back the comput
er science major would take more than 
a revival of in-terest. According to Pro
fessor Otway, math department chair, 
starting a major requires a dedicat
ed line of money to ensure that there 
will always be faculty available. Fur
ther-more, finding good computer sci
ence teachers is difficult. Dean Bacon 
commented.that few programmers are 
willing to take time out of successful 
careers to teach, and fewer still would 
make capable professors. 

Luckily for Stern, fortune recent
ly delivered a very successful and high
ly acclaimed computer science teacher 
right into its lap. 

Professor Alan Broder carne to 
Stern College last year, commuting 
from his home in Maryland to teach 
the Intro, Data Structures, and Linux 
classes. Chairman of Novetta Solu
tions and member of the US Homeland 

Continued from page 9 
proper function in all the organs of the 
body, especially in the heart. Foods 
rich in Vitamin E include sun-flower 
seeds, almonds, and spinach. 
Vitamin K: This vitamin is one of the 
most essential vitamins in prevent
ing cancer as its primary function is 
to synthesize blood-clotting proteins. 
This vitamin exists in three forms: K1, 
found in plant foods; K2, synthesized 
by large intestine bacteria, and K3, 
the synthetic form. Excellent sources 
of Vitamin K include leafy green veg
etables, especially the latest health
food craze, kale. 
Vitamin C: Most commonly known as 
the vitamin that cures colds, Vitamin 
C is one of the most diverse vitamins 
in its functions. The roles of Vitamin 
C include maintenance of connective 
tissue (collagen), acting as an antiox
idanL, boosting iron absorption, and 
promoting a healthy immune system. 

Bit by Byte: The Rise and Fall of 
Computer Science at Stern 

Security's Data Privacy Advisory Com
mit-tee, Professor Broder has found 
a respectable following in Stern Col
lege, with the num-ber of students in 
this semester's classes up to 29. Pro
fessor Broder's passion for com-put
er science brings computer science to 
life, a subject he has deemed essential 
to any-one entering the modern job 
market. 

· "Actually being able to manipu
late data yourself using a programing 
language is a ne-cessity to being able 
to do sophisticated work," Professor 
Broder said. 

He added that for a multitude of 
reasons, a career in computer science 
would be ideal for a well-educated 
jewish woman. 

But Professor Broder is not com
puter science's only advocate. Pro
fessor Otway called computer sci
ence "the most important subject a 
person can study today, including 
mathematics." He sees improvement 
in the school's computer science of
ferings, at least since 2010. "Many of 
our courses in math are more relevant 
to computer science than they were 

20 years ago and vice versa," he ex
plained. As for supporting computer 
sci-ence's future advancement, Pro
fessor Otway is on board. "Incorpo
rating computer sci-ence is at the top 
of my agenda," he says. 

Student interest, conversely, is 
difficult to gauge. While class num
bers are certainly up from 2010, Dean 
Bacon is skeptical that the quanti
ties represent a dedicated comput
er science following. The more ad
vanced classes, Computer Systems 
and Linux, have ros-ters of three and 
nine respectively. The popularity of a 
class like Intro to Computer Sci-ence 
could be a result of people simply try
ing to fulfill their quantitative skills 
require-ments. 

Professor Broder sees the f1ip side. 
"I would definitely say that interest 

in Computer Science at Stern is rising," 
he said, add-ing that many students 
who initially took the class to fulfill a 
requirement discovered an interest in 
the field and have gone on to more ad
vanced classes. While many classes are 
still small, the growth from last year to 
this year-as high as fifty-percent for 

The Ultimate Vitamin Guide 
Vitamin C can be found in a lot of 
fruits and vege-tables including cit
rus fruits, berries, broccoli, cauli
flower, and brussels sprouts. In or-der 
to maximize the vitamin C content of 
these foods, it is recommended to eat 
them fresh, raw, or quickly cooked for 
shorter periods of time. 
Vitamin 89/Folic Acid: Folate, oth
erwise known as Vitamin B9 or Fo
lic acid, is crucial for normal growth 
and development because it aids in 
red blood cell synthesis and de-velop
ment of nerve tissue and neural tube 
formation. A deficiency in folate can 
often re-sult in anemia, since there is 
a severe decrease in red blood cells. 
Additionally, folate plays a huge role 
in cell production in the skin and also 
prevents diseases related to memo
ry such as dementia and Alzheimer's. 
Foods rich in folate include almost 
every type of bean (black, garbon
zo, navy, etc.), as well as spinach and 

asparagus. 
Vitamin 812: The main 
functions of Vitamin B12 
include: energy metab
olism, mainte-nance of 
nerve cells, and red blood 

cell formation. Most 
sources of Vitamin B12 
are ani-mal prod
ucts and therefore 
vegans and vegetar
ians may be at high
er risk of Vitamin 
B12 deficiency. Be
cause of its function 
in such broad areas of 
bodily functions that 
play a role in daily 

life, increas
ing Vitamin 
B12 intake 

can boost 
mood, 
e n e r -
gy, and 
concen
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and slows signs of aging and skin 
infections. Many cereals are forti
fied with Vitamin B12. Animal prod
ucts such as beef, meat, fish, and oth
er dairy products are also naturally 
good sources of B12. 

Hopefully getting a glimpse into 
the specific roles each vitamin plays 
in day to day life will serve as encour
agement for everyone to be aware of 

some courses-is undeniable. 
Combining both perspectives 

gives us a picture of a small but grow
ing population of students interest
ed in computer science as a hobby or 
a complement to their chosen de-gree. 
For those students, the administration 
seems optimistic. Students can expect 
an expanded computer science minor 
involving electives and a potential Web 
Programming class. Blended class
es with Wilf campus and interdisci
plinary classes with math also seem to 
tie a way to introduce more computer 
science opportunities. The best-case 
sce-nario, Professor Broder believes, 
would be a "bulked-up" computer sci
ence minor with a multitude of course 
offerings. 

For the true computer science en
thusiasts among us, it's still a hard road 
to travel. Given that financial consid
erations preclude the possibility of a 
genuine major any time in the fore
seeable future, those who really want 
to major in computer science proba
bly shouldn't come to Stern. Those that 
do will have to be satisfied with a few 
extra classes in graduate school. 

whether the different foods be-ing 
consumed are containing the ade
quate amount of vitamins. Most doc
tors will argue that it is impossible for 
any person to get all their daily-rec
ommended intakes of each of the vi
tamins through a regular diet, and it 
is therefore highly recommended for 
every person to take some form of 
multi-vitamin daily. 
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Nowhere but Albany, NY; 
Adina Breatross, Rachel Gold, Gila Allswang, Andy Rosenberg, Akiva 
Tolchin, Shaul Yaakov Morrison -......... ~ 

Nowhere but Newton (Adam's St. Synagogue), Ma; 
Aaron Choen, Yaakov Moses, Sarala Pool, ST 
Schwartz, and Maika Sigal 

Nowhere but Sharon, Ma; 
Rav Shlomo Zalman 

Nowhere but Westmount, Quebec; 
.....,.~_,Helene Sonenberg, Elie Lipnik, Avi Mendelson, Akiva Marder, 
~ Rivka Hi a, and Michelle Sabbagh 

Nowhere butHarrisburg, Pa; 
Dina Rubin, Judah Max Dobrinsky, Avi Lerer, Yossi Goldschein, Akiva 
Lautman, Lexi Zimmer, Arianna Kaufman, and Monique Sieratzki 

THE OBSERVER 19 

Nowhere but Sharon, Ma; 
Tzvi Levitan, Doron Levine, Tamar Kewstel, 
Tova Goldstein, and Shira Aharon 

Nowhere but Brookline, MA; 
Ari Zeitz, Andrew Botvinik, Binyamin 
Barman,Chavi Mayer, Sarah Stiefel , Elizabeth 
Selesnv. and Michal Kupchick 

. 
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Michelle Flomin Robin William's 
passing came as a shock to the world, 
especially when it was confirmed that 
the cause of death was a suicide. The 
beloved and well-known comedi
an had been struggling from depres
sion for some time before taking his 
own life. The following week brought 
an outburst of depression awareness 
all over the social media world, urging 
people to acknowledge mental illness 
as a serious issue. 

A haunting question lingered in 
the air: if Williams, a man of charm 
and humor, could succumb to his de
pression, how many others out there 
were unknowingly struggling behind 
their smiles? 

Stern Counseling Center: 
An Increased Awareness 

can help save thousands of lives. Yes, 
it can be embarrassing for someone 
to admit they are struggling and need 
help; the stigmas associated don't help 
with that. It is perfectly normal, how
ever, especially as a college student, to 
be having issues that can affect one's 
day-to-day functioning. College is a 
big adjustment, especially to those 
who are new to campus. 

For many undergraduate and 
graduate students, the counseling 
center at sew proves to be a huge re
source. The center can help provide 
aid for a variety of concerns that may 
arise during college years, including 
depression and anxiety. A student does 
not have to deal with these kinds of is
sues alone, especially when a chocolate 
binge and rom-com doesn't seem to do 
the trick. The counseling center has an 
extremely friendly and educated staff, 
not to mention in a convenient location 
(located in 205 Lexington, floor 4). 

others found it to be "very beneficial" 
and a "useful resource". One girl said 
she "felt like going once a week was 
very healthy and gave [her) 
the freedom to let out 
things that [she] held 
in to a very objective 
outsider". 

There are about 
350 million peo
ple worldwide suf
fering from depres
sion alone. Imagine 
how many others are 
suffering with anxi
ety, relationship prob
lems, mood disorders, etc. 
Even with the stigmas, to
day's society has the tools to 
help with these problems. Taking 
advantage of the counseling center can 
be the first step toward dealing with 
significant personal struggles. 

The mental health field has been 
a taboo subject for quite some time. 
Although the psychiatric field is con
stantly growing and revising, the gen
eral outlook on mental illness is still 
very skeptical. People who suffer from 
depression are often viewed as weak 
and pitiful, which may prevent them 
from speaking out and receiving prop
er treatment. Often, in some skepti-· 
cal minds, depression is not even con
sidered a real~lness. Williams' death 
contributed to breaking some of the 
stigma that lin&ers with the illness 
and brought to light that, without sup
port and proper treatment, one with 
mental illn~s' can go as far as taking 
his-own-life. 

The counseling center provides 
both individual therapy and medica
tion, along with group therapy ses
sions, crisis management, and re
ferrals to off-campus- resources if 
necessary. The center can also of
fer opportunities for students to sim
ply talk things out with profession
als, which can be extremely helpful in 
learning how to work through prob
lems one step at a time to avoid getting 
overwhelmed. Although some of the 
students are hesitant about their feel
ings towards the counseling center, 
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Spreading awareness and ·giving 
the recognition these illnesses deserve 
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