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Dr. Kahn presented an oven·ic·w of Ashkenazi 
liturgical and Yiddish pop ular or theater m usic in 
Central and .Eastem Europe ,  and t.hc U.S.  The 
music archives consist of the follO\v ing:  

1)  Documents such as correspondence , clip· 
ping, photos, etc. · ·  described by fi nding 
aids available on J TS's website : 

2) Music �cores wh ich are described in  
cataloging records i:l\'a ilable i n  JTS's 
library ca talog and in OCLC. 

-----------.....-l 

Many of the early manuBcr ipts c::1mc from 
Germany ,  and to a le::;scr degree , Russia,  where 
the Society for c1 ewish Polk f\'lusic, in St. 
Petersburg, was C8l:1blishcd in l908. Eventually 
melodies and their composers were transplanted -
or born - on American shores .  Through the use of 
both Ashkenazic liturgy and Yiddish pop ular song, 
Dr. Kahn managed to introduce musical topics to 
an audience of appreciative non-m usician::;. 

Holograph .  Kinnereth/music by S. Alman. 

All p resentations showed the evolving role of 
l ibrarian-archivist into a vi rtual (pun i ntended) 
m useum curator - preserver of both history and 
culture . 1\rvlvI.A expresse!-5 gratitude lo ,JTS for 
graciously hosting this event and showcasing their 
collections. And a b ig, specia l thanks to Naomi 

Steinberger, Director of �JTS 'Library Services. for 
her input, forethough t, and cooperation . 

London, 1935 . (from Jacob Beimel Col lection, The 

Jewish Theological Seminary Jewish Music Archive.) 

Spring Conference, cont'd) 
tionB of Reverend Martin Luther King. Jr. and 
Rabbi Dr. Abraham Joshua Heschel to the Civil 
Rights movement . 

NYMA N EWS thanks the fol lowing contributo rs to this a rti cle :  

SHULAMITH Z. BERGER, Arch ivist, Yeshiva U niversity 

RITA LIFTO N ,  Cataloger, Li brary of The Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

H ALLIE CANTOR, Acquis itions,  Yeshiva University 

(Reference Wo1-kshop, cont'd) 
manuscript� like the Aleppo 
Codex ; or 1\lexanclcr lVIarx 
U 878· 1 953 ) ,  renowned  l ibrar· 
ian at  The ,J ew ish Theological 
Sem inary of America . 

David also cli:;;cussecl heroes of 
the library world during the 
Holocaust - among them Rabbi 
Efraim Oshry ( 1 9 14 ·2003) ,  who 
compiled responsa in the Kovno 
Ghe tto : and YIVO archivist 
Dina Abramowitz (1909· 2000) , 

who survived the Vilnn G hetto .  
where the Nazis aimed to  create 
an archive clecl icalccl to t he 
"destroyed race ." As the depor­
tations swept through the 
streets, librarians scrambled to 
hide their  be1oved books .  
Thanks to their efforts, thc::,c 
items  survived. 

Ultimately, what al l these 
individuals shared was a luve uf 
Hebrew text. .Mentioning tlw 
Rambam's famous rcv0rence of 
books, David explained: the 

librar inn  \\' :.t s ; 1  schuL1 r first: 
sharer .  p re:;;c- rve r ,  i l n cl manager 
of knO\\ ledge. 

The pas t. p n.'sen t .  and · ·  it is 
hoped -·· future dea rly show 
that the reference librarian 
isn't going away too soon.  Hats 
may be reshaped or restyled ,  
but. ulti m ately there is one that 
stays 0 11 many a head :  provider  
of infornrn tion . Thank you, 
Leslie and Brucl1ic( ,  fo r an 

I 

outstanding aftcrnoC:m'. 
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