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monides himself (Hil. Hannukah 4:3
and Maggid Mishneh, ad loc.) and
Maimonides’ opinion was already fol-
lowed by Ashkenazic Jewry in the six-
teenth century, if not earlier (see
Rama, Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim
671:2). In his commentary on the Tur
(Orah Hayyim 671), the seventeenth
century R. Yoel Sirkes correctly notes
(in Bayit Hadash, s.v. “ve-kamah’)
“our (Ashkenazic) custom is like the
opinion of the Rambam and the
Sephardic custom is like the opinion
of Tosafot.” His son-in-law, R. David
Halevi, actually went so far as to add,
“and this we do not find elsewhere,”
(Taz, ad loc. 671:1). While it has been
shown that this assertion is a slight ex-
aggeration (R. Shlomo Yosef Zevin,
Ha-moadim bi-Halakhah [Tel Aviv,
1955], 166, n. 15), the remarkable
phenomenon of this cross-cultural,
criss-crossed influence is certainly un-
usual and deserves attention especially
in 1992, when the cultural and reli-
gious achievements of Sephardic
Jewry are in the spotlight.

R. Yehezkel Kazenellenbogen (She’elot
u-Teshuvot Knesset Yehezkel, #17) pro-
vides a very interesting historical ex-
planation for this shift. He suggests
that since Sephardic Jewry enjoyed a
high level of comfort and security in
Spain, they could light Hannukah can-
dles outdoors, in full view of their Jew-
ish and Gentile neighbors. As a result,
they were obliged to light only one ad-
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ditional candle each night so that all
who saw them would realize that each
successive night merited its own addi-
tional candle. In Franco-Germany, how-
ever, where the Jewish condition was
more tenuous and insecure, Jews lit their
candles in their own homes, behind
closed doors. Since passersby would
anyway be unable to see the candles, it
did not matter if many more candles
were lit each night.

We live today in a fragmented and
bifurcated Jewish world, with a growing
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lack of respect for Jews of backgrounds
and orientations different from our own.
It is precisely at such a time when we
need to redouble our efforts at maintain-
ing the viability of that terribly impor-
tant unit known as Klal Yisrael and ex-
press our care and concern for all Jews.
The close ties and mutual respect of the
Ashkanazic and Sephardic communities
is vitally important and will go a long
way towards building bridges within
our large, multi-faceted and wonderful
Jewish community. O

i

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER. 1992 / KISLEV-TEVET 5753 7



AmiT WOMEN, the largest women’s religious
Zionist organization in the United States,
sponsors the only government appointed
Reshet (network) for religious secondary

technological education in Israel. In addition,
its innovative children’s homes and youth

villages have revolutionized
childcare in Israel.
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